
Founded on the Rock
Accountability

 
Last week we discovered that there is only one foundation upon which we can build successful lives, and
that that foundation is Jesus Christ the Rock, the Living Word. Paul said in
 
1 Corinthians 3:11-13 (NIV2011) 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or
straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.  

• We must return as individuals, a society, and a nation to the foundation of Jesus Christ the Word of
God. Only Jesus alone can save us and our country

Isaiah 1:19-20 (KJV) 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken itit.

• Obedience and accountability are two different things
• We must accept two simple facts:
• 1. We must be obedient to the written Word of God - submissive to the restraint or command of the

authority of the Bible
• 2. We must be accountable to the Living Word of God - subject to giving an account
• Accountability is not measured by our submission to a creed or set of laws. Accountability has to do

with our submission to a person and his expectations. Obedience is necessary, but it is impersonal.
You don’t obey a police officer because you have a personal relationship with him: you simply
respect what he represents.

• Accountability, on the other hand, is intensely personal. We are accountable to someone we know.
• We may be obedient to the standards of the company we work for, but we are accountable to our

boss.
• We may be obedient to our marriage vows, but you are accountable to our husbands or wives.
• Children are accountable to parents
• Students are accountable to teachers
• Everyone is accountable to God

Romans 14:11-12 (NIV2011) 11 It is written: “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow
before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’ ” 12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves
to God.

• Accountability is about A Relationship
John 15:5 (CEV) I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you stay joined to me, and I stay joined to
you, then you will produce lots of fruit. But you cannot do anything without me.

• Unless we are joined to Jesus and have a personal relationship with Him, we can accomplish nothing
that lasts.

John 6:35-37 (NIV2011) 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and
still you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will
never drive away.

• Human beings are always looking for security in relationships. Jesus alone offers true security – he
will not drive you away, he will not leave you. He is always loyal to you.

Hebrews 13:5 (NLT) Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never
fail you. I will never abandon you.”

• Jesus is always faithful to us: all he asks is that we be accountable to Him
• A man came to Jesus wanting to know what he needed to do to be saved

Mark 10:17-21 (NLT) 17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to
him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call
me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer your question, you know the
commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not



commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not
testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’” 20 “Teacher,” the man replied,
“I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.”

• He was already obedient to the written word, but Jesus was looking for more than obedience
21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told
him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.”

• Jesus wanted the man to become accountable to Him, not simply obedient to the law
Mark 10:22 (NLT) At this the man’s face fell, and he went away very sad, for he had many possessions.

• The law didn’t tell him he needed to be free of the things that controlled his life, but Jesus did. He
was unwilling to be accountable to Jesus.

• Accountability to Jesus is required if we are going to be used by God.
• We need Jesus. He needs us to need him. He wants to serve us

Luke 22:25-27(KJV) And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and
they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors.  But ye shallshall not bebe so: but he that is
greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.  For whether isis
greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? isis not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as
he that serveth. 

• Accountability sometimes requires surrendering what is good for what is best
Mark 10:25-30 (NLT) 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 26 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be
saved?” they asked. 27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But
not with God. Everything is possible with God.” 28 Then Peter began to speak up. “We’ve given up
everything to follow you,” he said. 29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given
up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or property, for my sake and for the Good
News, 30 will receive now in return a hundred times as many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children,
and property—along with persecution. And in the world to come that person will have eternal life.

• When we become personally accountable to Jesus and surrender our lives to Him, we will be blessed
100 fold

 


