
Editing with Final Cut Pro 
 
 
This is the creative part of the video editing process. You can use the clips 
you have captured to build up the story that you want to tell. 
 
This is where you spend most of your editing time and also where the careful 
file management you used when capturing begins to pay dividends! 
 
Open your saved project: 
 
File >>> Open Project… 
 
You may have noticed that as well as your ‘Bin’ your project also contains a 
‘Sequence’ file: 
 

 
 
…this Sequence file refers to the timeline in the bottom half of your screen: 
 

 
 
When you start to make bigger movies you may have many sequences, 
perhaps one for each scene, but for now we will stick with just one! 
 



You should be able to drag your clips from your bin onto the timeline: 
 

 
 
…you can then drag and drop them into any order you want. 
 
Position the scrubber at the start of the timeline and press the spacebar to 
play the entire sequence. 
 
You will notice that three blocks appear on the timeline, the top one is blue 
and the lower ones are green. The blue block represents the video of your 
clip, the two green blocks represent the audio. By default these should be 
locked and all three blocks should move together. 
 
 

Trimming Clips 
 
You will probably find that your captured video clips need a little bit removing 
from their beginning and end. This is easily done… 
 
Simply click and drag on the either the beginning or end of each clip on your 
timeline. You will see where you are in the clip in the Canvas monitor window. 
Whenever you let go of the mouse button that is where your clip with either 
start or end. Your clip is trimmed. 
 



 
 
Don’t forget to butt all the clips up to each other or you will get black a black 
screen between clips! 
 
 

Adding Transitions 
 
This is where new video editors get carried away with themselves. Don’t! 
 
Transitions are ways of blending one clip into another. By far the most 
common is the Cross Dissolve where one video clip fades into another. But 
video editing applications such as Final Cut Pro come with hundreds of 
different transitions, most looking like something from Top of the Pops circa 
1983!   Have a play with the transitions and experiment but, unless you’re 
going for a tacky look, please only use Cross Dissolve – and use it sparingly. 
95% of all edits should be a straight cut from one clip to the next! 
 
To add a transition you obviously need two video clips, one to start with and 
one to transform to. These need to overlap on the FCP timeline. To do this 
simply drag one clip partway over another: 
 



 
 
Press the ‘ctrl’ key on the keyboard and then click on the join between the two 
clips. You should get a small menu with the option to ‘Add Transition: Cross 
Dissolve’. Click on this option. 
 

 
 
…Alternatively you can choose other types of transitions by clicking on the 
join between the clips and then selecting: 
 
Effects >>> Video Transitions… 
 
…then choose the transition you want to use. 
 


