
Introduction to The Gospel and 
Letters of Saint John (part 3 of 4)
The Gospel (cont’d)

Many ways of dividing the gospel have been 
suggested. These all satisfy some of the data 
but are frequently far too rigidly systematic. It 
is best to follow such clear indications as are 
given by the evangelist himself. In the first 
place there is no doubt that he attaches special 
importance to the Jewish liturgical feasts which 
he uses to punctuate his narrative. These are: 
three feasts of Passover, 2:13; 6:4; 11:55, one 
unnamed feast, 5:1, one feast of Tabernacles, 
7:2 and one feast of Dedication, 10:22. 
Secondly, the evangelist on several occasions 
very deliberately calculates the number of 
days with a view to dividing the life of Jesus 
into set periods. Thus we have the first week of 
Christ’s ministry, 1:19 – 2:11, the week of the 
feast of Tabernacles, 7:2, 14, 37, and the week 
of the Passion, 12:1, 12; 19:31, 42, which latter 
is unified by the symbolic burial that begins 
it, 12:7, and the actual burial with which it 
ends, 19:38f; in the same way, 4:45 harks back 
to the first Passover, cf. 2:13-25, and in this 
way brackets together a whole section. With 
the above two points in mind, the following 
division may be suggested:

Prologue: ‘In the beginning …’ (1:1-18)
First week of the messianic ministry: Jesus 

revealed as Messiah. The week ends with the 
first miracle of Cana. (1:19 – 2:11)

First Passover with its accompanying events, 
ending with the second miracle at Cana. (2:12 
– 4:54)

Sabbath ‘of the paralytic’: Christ cures the man 
at the Bethzatha pool. (5:1 – 47)

The Passover ‘of the bread of life’: miracle 
of the loaves and the subsequent discourse. 
(6:1 – 71)

The feast of the Tabernacles with the cure of the 
man born blind. (7:1 – 10:21)

The feast of the Dedication and the resurrection 
of Lazarus. (10:22 – 11:54)

Week of the Passion and the crucifixion 
Passover. (11:55 0 19:42)

The resurrection and week of apparitions. 
(20:1-29)

Appendix concerning the Church and the 
expectation of Christ’s return. (ch. 21)

This division suggests that Christ not only 
fulfilled the Jewish liturgy but by doing so 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 1029
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Who is the King of glory? It is the Lord.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 3 February 2020 - SAT 8 February 2020
MON: 2 SM 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13, MK 5:1-20 TUE: 2 SM 18:9-10, 14B, 24-25A, 30–19:3, 
MK 5:21-43 WED: 2 SM 24:2, 9-17, MK 6:1-6 THU: 1 KGS 2:1-4, 10-12, MK 6:7-13 
FRI: SIR 47:2-11, MK 6:14-29 SAT: 1 KGS 3:4-13, MK 6:30-34

2 February 2020 Year AFeast of the Presentation of the Lord

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



Is the fourth gospel a source of information 
independent of the three Synoptics? On this 
problem, and with due caution, the following 
observations may be made. There are several 
indications that John was familiar with the 
traditions behind the Synoptics. At times his 
omissions would be incomprehensible unless 
he were presuming that the facts would be 
known from some other source, but there 
are also times when he seems anxious to fill 
out the synoptic tradition and make it more 
precise. Nevertheless, recent work has been 
progressively establishing the originality and 
independence of the Johannine tradition. Even 
when narrating episodes found in the synoptic 
gospels, John remains so much himself that 
literary dependence becomes impossible: the 
facts must have reached the author by some 
other route and nowadays he must be considered 
a source in his own right, an independent 
witness to the primitive tradition. Between John 
and Luke the relationship is much closer, close 
enough to make it possible that when Luke 
wrote his gospel he made use not perhaps of the 
fourth gospel as it stands but of the traditions 
that went to its making, traditions of great 
antiquity. This applies especially to the Passion 
and resurrection narratives, but the contrary is 
also possible, namely, that the final editor of the 
fourth gospel was influenced by the third.

What then is the historical value of John’s 
gospel? With the growing scholarly 
appreciation of the independence of the 
Johannine tradition there has grown also a 
recognition of its historical significance. On 
many points, for example, that have to do 
with Christ’s ministry, John improves on the 
synoptic data; the duration of the ministry 
and the chronology of the Passion seem to be 
more precisely defined than in the Synoptics. 
Indeed, one of the most precise chronological 
indications in any of the gospels is to be found 
in John, 2:20, and it is supported by Lk 3:1. 
Topography in the fourth gospel is also much 
more detailed than it is in the Synoptics and this 
information has been confirmed more than once 
by recent discoveries (e.g. the pool with the five 
porticos, cf. 5:2). Moreover, throughout the 

gospel we meet with factual detail that displays 
the author’s close familiarity with Jewish 
religious practice as also with the rabbinic mind 
and with the casuistry of the doctors of the Law. 
The portrait of Christ himself as painted by the 
evangelist represents him as a figure from some 
other world but nevertheless as someone real 
and entirely human: simple and humble even in 
his risen glory. Finally it may be remarked that 
if John had not been convinced of the truth of 
all he wrote, his gospel would have to remain 
and insoluble enigma. (to be cont’d)
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

ASH WEDNESDAY - 26 Feb ‘20 (Wed) 
7.20am - (Eng), 12.15pm - (Chi), 5.30pm - 
(Eng). There is no Anticipated Mass. 

NO Infant Jesus Devotion on 6 Feb ‘20 (Thur). 

MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
9 Feb ‘20 (Sun) at 8.30am. Mandarin Mass. Kindly 
note the following Canonical Conditions for 
Anointing: The anointing of the sick can be 
administered to a member of the faithful who, 
having reached the use of reason, begins to be in 
danger due to sickness or old age. This sacrament 
can be repeated if the sick person, having 
recovered, again becomes gravely ill or if the 
condition becomes more grave during the same 
illness. For the sick who satisfy the Canonical 
Conditions and wish to receive the Anointing, 
please approach the Parish Secretary’s Office to 
furnish the details. Deadline: 2 Feb ‘20 (Sun)

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for 
sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.
com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in 
May. Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 
April & 19 April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 
April @ 12.30pm Closing date: 1 March 
2020 For Enquiry at parish office or email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

BRAVE - CATHOLIC YOUTH MENTAL 
HEALTH CONFERENCE 2020. Date: 22 
Feb ‘20. Time: 9.00am - 6.30pm (Registra-
tion opens at 8am) Venue: Caritas Singapore 
– Agape Village. 7A Lorong 8 Toa Payoh, 
Singapore 319264. Tickets  : $20 ($10 for stu-
dents). For youths aged 16-35, this conference 
aims to bring up some of the mental health 
issues or challenges that youths in Singapore 
face and encourage dialogue among them on 
their views and/or experiences about these 
challenges and explore how our Catholic faith 
plays a role in mental health recovery. To reg-
ister: tinyurl.com/clarityBRAVE. Registra-
tion is required for all participants. Walk-ins 
will not be accepted. For more information: 
tinyurl.com/BRAVEconf. W: https://www.
clarity-singapore.org

‘REVIEW OF LIFE’ WORKSHOP by 
Caritas Singapore Formation Committee. How 
do we make sense of our daily life challenges? 
How do we see clearly with the eyes of faith, live 
the Gospel daily and grow in faith? Join us for 
2 evenings to learn the ‘Review of Life’ (ROL) 
method, to understand how to better integrate 
faith and life. 11 and 12 Feb ‘20 (Tues and 
Wed); 7.30pm. to 9.30pm.; in Catholic Centre 
(55, Waterloo Street, Singapore 187954). For 
more information and registration, please refer 
to the Caritas Singapore website: www.caritas-
singapore.org or email to formation@caritas-
singapore.org

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A PRIORITY! 
“Marriage is a project to be worked on together 
... and a process of growth.” - Pope Francis 
(Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221). Good marriages 
can always be made better.  To deepen and refine 
your couple relationship, sign up for one of the 
upcoming Marriage Encounter Weekends: 21-23 
Feb; 6-8 March; 20-22 March (Mandarin) & 1-3 

May 2020. Contact David & Clara @ 96705390 
or mewkend@gmail.com 

HAPPY IN MY SKIN (PARENTS’ 
VERSION) Family Life Society presents 
HAPPY IN MY SKIN (Parents’ Version) on 
15 Feb 2020 from 9:00am - 12:30pm. Attend 
and be equipped with a deeper understanding 
of the ‘know hows’ to share gender identity & 
sexuality with children/youth. Register now 
bit.ly/himspvb or call 64880278! Only $15 
per pax.
 
GOTTMAN SEVEN PRINCIPLES FOR 
MAKING MARRIAGE WORK Family 
Life Society presents GOTTMAN SEVEN 
PRINCIPLES FOR MAKING MARRIAGE 
WORK (Covered in 2 sessions: 22 Feb 2020 
9am to 5pm & 23 Feb 2020 2pm to 5pm). A 
weekend of discovery and learning about what 
it takes to have a great relationship. Register now 
bit.ly/gm7pb or call 64880278. Early bird price 
at $288 per couple. (Register before 31 Jan)
 
SURVIVING DIVORCE Surviving Divorce 
is a programme aimed at addressing some of 
the most immediate challenges men and women 
face during and after a divorce. Join us at Church 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace, on Thursday 
evenings from 27 February to 28 May 2020 
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm for a deeply personal 
journey of hope and healing. Call 9780 4456 
(Joann), 9383 6868 (Jileen) or email: cdsg@acf.
org.sg to enquire. $60 fee.

CBN MY JOURNEY SERIES: AN 
EVENING WITH WINIFRED LOH - 13 
Feb ‘20; 7:00pm - 9:00pm, Thur (light dinner 
at 7.00pm, talk begins at 7:30pm), The Catholic 
Centre, Lvl 3 (55 Waterloo Street, S187854) 
Free Admission, Love Offering welcome. 
Registration (First come First served basis) @ 
https://bit.ly/MJSWinifred. Enquiry: errol@cbn.
sg/ 6801 7491

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!


