
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

750cc Tigers lined up waiting for  

a White Helmets display to start. 

 

March 2016 
 



 

Scribblings 

 

If you haven’t already guessed, this month’s cover photo is not a recent one. It dates from May 1978 
when there was an open day at Simpson Barracks on the outskirts of Northampton 

The bikes are all 750cc TR7V Tigers (a single carb version of the T140V Bonneville). What you may 
find surprising is that the White Helmets still run pretty much the same model as the basis for their 
displays today. I recall that on this occasion they suffered a few falls; it being a tarmac arena which 
was not ideal for the off-road tyres. 

This was about 8 months before I got my first Triumph so to me these machines looked huge when 
compared to my 200cc Honda, but put one of these Tigers next to some modern day bikes and they 
seem quite compact. 

I must have seen the White Helmets perform a dozen times now and their skill is still something to 
admire. Perhaps not as spectacular as the stunts some other groups pull off, but then again those 
riders use modern machines with all the progress in suspension and frame design that the last 40 
years have brought. 

Progress also means that Simpson Barracks is no more, closing in 1993. It’s now the site of a 
housing estate where some of the street names have military connotations, or refer to campaigns 
that the Northamptonshire Regiment fought in.  

 
33 Argyle Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468 e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

 

New Members 

The latest additions to the Northants Branch, who have joined the Triumph Owners in the last couple 
of months: 

Malcolm Cork of Buckingham 

Peter Harris of Kettering 

Trevor Scott of Braunston 

Shane Wareing of Northampton 
 

We look forward to seeing you all at one of our events if you haven’t already paid us a visit. 

 

Membership Renewals 
The Branch only sends membership forms off to HQ for processing twice a month (normally on the 
weekend after a club night). So, if you are posting off your renewal it will generally be quicker for you 
to send the form and cheque direct to the HQ address in Horley rather than to the Branch 
Membership Secretary. Don’t worry about the money as the Branch gets the same amount per 
member regardless of the method used to renew. 

Alternatively, you can renew on-line via the club’s website: http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx; 
paying by credit card or PayPal account. 

And if you do send your renewal to me make the cheque out to Triumph Owners MCC and not to Ian 
Sargent! 

 

http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx
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Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Events 
Sat 12th Mar Branch Dinner at Overstone Manor. See page 6 

Wed 16th Mar Club Night at The Crown. Branch AGM. Starts 8.30pm. This will be held in 

the small room to the left as you some through the front door. 

Wed 16th Mar Club Night at The Crown. Branch AGM. Starts 8.30pm. Agenda on page 7 

Sat 2nd Apr Open Roads Event at Rockingham Circuit. See page 8 

Sun 3rd Apr National TOMCC AGM at Hockley, Essex 

Wed 6th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 20th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Daily 30th Apr-2nd May Branch Display at Rushden Historical Vehicle Cavalcade 

Wed 4th May Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 11th May Ride out 

Wed 18th May Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 25th May Ride out 

Sat 28th May Run to Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre for “Lanc, Tank and Military 
Machines” show. £12 admission. Starring Just Jane: 

 

 
Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will 
be easy to find. 

Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, starting at 8pm. Please park 
motorcycles in that section of the car park to the right of the pub’s front door. 

Some of you will already be aware that we have new hosts at the Crown – please give a warm 
welcome to Craig and Fliss. 
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February’s Surprise Guest:  
 

This section in the January Vibrations featured founding 
Branch Chairman: Mike Arnesen, who was over from France 
in December and paid us a visit. 

The 3rd February club night saw the arrival of another ex-
Branch Chairman who is now resident in France: Trev Warren. 

Trev moved over there about 10 years ago and now lives 
down near Narbonne. He says that if anybody is passing by, 
perhaps on their way to Spain, he would be pleased to put 
them up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based at The Embankment, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD. The company’s 
website can be found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

The Branch on the Internet: 
 

Our website can be found at: www.northantstomcc.org.uk. Most pages are public but there is one 
small section that is restricted to branch members only, accessed via the password that is advised 
separately.  

We are always looking for new articles and photos to add to it. If you have anything suitable please e-
mail the webmaster: webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk 

We also have Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/ 

Francois has been putting a lot more onto the website over the last couple of months. Reports and 
photos from all the recent rideouts and other events are there, and a new Roll of Honour section has 
been created. That currently lists all the winners of the Branch Concours d’Elegance trophies since 
we started doing them in 1983; also the recipients of the awards handed out at the AGM since 2011. 
The AGM awards, dating back to 1978, will be added just as soon as we can work our way through 
all the old AGM minutes. 

If you go on any branch events please make a conscious effort to take a photo (mobile phone OK) 
and send it to Sarge & Francois. This will ensure the newsletter and website have something to show 
when writing the reports.  
  

http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/
http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/
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Internet Links: 

Triumph Owners MCC national website: www.tomcc.org 

Triumph Owners MCC events website: www.tomccevents.co.uk  

Triumph Owners Clothing website: www.tomccstore.com  

The club also has a page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/. 

British Motorcyclists Federation: www.bmf.co.uk  

Triumph Motorcycles: www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk  

Bike Nights in Northamptonshire: 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night, A5 north of Towcester: First Friday of each month. 
www.jackshillcafe.co.uk  

Earls Barton Classic Car and Bike Meet, Whites Nurseries, Clay Lane: First Wednesday of each 
month April-September, 4.30pm to 9pm. www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/. £3 per person admission  

Billing Bike Night, Billing Garden Village, The Causeway, Great Billing. Every Wednesday from April. 
www.allseasonscafe.co.uk  

AJs Diner Bike Night, 141 Leyland Trading Estate, Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough: Every 
Thursday 7pm-10pm. www.ajsdiner.co.uk  
  

http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.tomccevents.co.uk/
http://www.tomccstore.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/
http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/
http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/
http://www.allseasonscafe.co.uk/
http://www.ajsdiner.co.uk/
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Northants Branch Clothing Range 

Our range of clothing follows the Henry Ford maxim of “any colour you like so long as it’s black”. 

All items come with the branch logo embroidered on the front, as shown here. Items 5 & 6 also 
include the large back-print (though this can be left off if requested). Items 1, 2 & 3 can have the back 
print added for an additional £7.50 per item. 
 

 Item Price 

1 T-Shirt £12.00 

2 Polo Shirt £14.50 

3 Business Shirt £25.00 

4 Fleece £25.00 

5 Sweatshirt £26.00 

6 Hoodie £29.50 

7 Baseball Cap £12.00 

8 Sew-On Patch £6.00 

 

Clothing should be ordered via Les Barras at one of our club nights. All being well, what you order at 
one club night will be available for collection at the next (we have not looked at postage costs so it is 
collection only for the time being).  

 

Branch Dinner 

Our annual dinner is only a few days away: on Saturday 12th March at Overstone Manor, Ecton 
Lane, Sywell. It will be the same format as for the last few years: pay for your own choice from menu, 
with a large selection to choose from.  

Arrive 7pm for proceedings to start at 7.30pm. Tables in a reserved area, with a team leader selected 
from each table to look after orders and cash.  

If you want to go and haven’t yet booked then contact Les Barras without delay. Non-members 
welcome. 
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Display Bikes Wanted… 

The next Kickback Custom Show is at 
Stoneleigh Park over the weekend of 16-17 April 
and the organisers are looking for more 
Triumphs to put on display. 

If you have a custom Triumph that you want to 
enter can you please get in touch with them 
direct. 

Contact details (and ticket purchases) via this 
link: 

www.thecustomshow.com/contact/    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And just a few days later: 23-24 April, our friends at Pure Triumph Wellingborough are hosting a St 
George’s open weekend. We have been invited to attend with as many Triumphs as we can muster: 
Meriden machines as well as the Hinckley models. 

Have a word with Phil Barton if you are up for this. 

 

http://www.thecustomshow.com/contact/


 

Northants Branch AGM 2016 

The 40th Annual General Meeting of the Northants Branch of the Triumph Owners M.C.C. will take 
place on Wednesday 16th March at The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough. All members are 
asked to attend.  

The meeting will start at 8.30pm.  

Agenda  

1. Chairman to open the meeting and take apologies.  

2. Minutes of the previous meeting* and matters arising.  

3. Executive Officers’ Reports:  

a) Secretary  

b) Treasurer  

c) Chairman  

4. Election of Officers:  

a) Chairman  

b) Secretary  

c) Treasurer  

d) P.R.O.  

e) Scribe  

f) Runs Captain  

g) Membership Secretary  

h) General Purpose Officers  

5. Election of Branch Auditor  

6. Election of Branch Honorary Members  

7. Presentation of Awards:  

a) Triumph Trophy (for general attendance by a full member)  

b) Navigator Trophy (for general attendance by an associate member)  

c) Triumph Rider’s Trophy (for attendance by a full member on a Triumph)  

d) Club Person of the Year  

e) The Double Digit  

8. Propositions (taken from the floor or, preferably, in writing in advance)  

9. Northants Branch 40th Anniversary - 2017 

10. Any Other Business  

Notes:  

All Officers posts are open for nominations (self-nomination is permitted) and may be filled by any 
Branch Member. Any Branch Member may put forward propositions. All nominations and 
propositions must have a seconder.  

7a, 7b and 7c are awarded by points accumulated throughout the year. 7d is awarded by vote of 
members present on the night.  

Copies of the current Branch rules and constitution may be obtained from Ian Sargent.  

* The minutes of last year’s AGM were published in the May 2015 newsletter, which can be found 

on the Branch website: http://northantstomcc.org.uk/archives.html  

http://northantstomcc.org.uk/archives.html


 

Saturday 2nd April – Open Roads at Rockingham  

 
 

Organised by Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service, the Open 
Roads event, on Saturday, April 2nd (10am-3pm) will involve more than 30 activities, stands and 
demonstrations, including examples of what takes place during Police pursuits, a display of modified 
and supercars, an array of motorbikes on show and plenty of entertainment for children, such as a 
bouncy castle, face painting and the chance to climb onto a real fire engine. Admission is free 

Firefighters from Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service will also be running simulated rescue 
demonstrations involving each of the emergency services. These will involve volunteers being cut 
from ‘crashed’ cars. 

There will be sessions promoting motorbike safety, and there will also be CarKraft taster sessions for 
young drivers, which will include driving experiences such as skid training in Renault cars. 

Other attractions will include Lotus and Discovery driving simulators, a lorry driving demonstration in 
which blind spot dangers will be highlighted, a chance to see the Police helicopter up close and the 
opportunity to get involved with a variety of interactive exhibits, as well as picking up handy safety 
tips and having child car seat and tyre checks. 

The aim is to provide a fun day out for families, non-drivers and drivers, young and old. But the 
serious motivation for holding the day is to help cut the number of people being killed or injured on 
Northamptonshire’s roads. 

Statistics involving road casualties in Northamptonshire 

During 2015, 32 people died in collisions on Northamptonshire’s roads. 

Between January 2012 and December 2014, there were 863 injury collisions involving young car 
drivers (aged 17-25). 

Between January 2012 and December 2014, there were 452 collisions involving injury, in which 
motorcyclists were involved. A total of 467 motorcyclists were injured during this period. 



 

Street Twin Launch Night at Pure Triumph 

The stars of the show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The very talented Stu from Widowmakers 
Motorcycle Art. 

www.widowmakers.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think this was auctioned off at the end of the 
evening. Can’t remember how much it went for 
though. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Barras came away with some posh 
Triumph espresso cups in the raffle. 

http://www.widowmakers.co.uk/


 

In The Emerald Isle 

10am on Monday 7th September 2015 and the ferry leaves a grey drizzly Holyhead behind. On arrival 
at Dublin the rain has long gone but it’s still overcast. The quickest way out of the port is through the 
toll tunnel but then there is the challenge of getting out of the city itself without hitting any more of the 
tolls that guard all the major roads. As I don’t want to do the whole journey on motorway or dual 
carriageway I head west on some minor roads, which lead me through a small town called 
Prosperous and into an area where peat bogs are still worked. The undulations of the road in places 
here could cause some people to feel a bit quesy if they are prone to seasickness.. 

I pick up the motorway at Newbridge and get caught by my second toll of the day. A quick stop at the 
Barack Obama Plaza service area (yes, another US president who has found some Irish roots) and 
then it’s non-stop through to Killarney in County Kerry. Once I get past Limerick it’s all new territory 
for me and the further south west I go the better the weather gets.  

The Castle Lodge hotel is easy to find and it’s in a superb location; just on the edge of the town 
centre and close to the main roads leading north, south and west out of the town. Check in, check the 
weather forecast for tomorrow (looking good), shower and then off to find something to eat. I head 
away from the centre and just a 5 minute stroll down the road is a pub with a good menu and a local 
beer on tap – so good that it’s where I end up eating every night. Back into the town centre to 
explore, folowed by one more pint in a bar and back to the hotel for an early night. 

After a hearty breakfast on Tuesday I head west out of town towards the MacGillyciddy’s Reeks – a 
mountain range similar in scope to Snowdonia or the Lake District. After a few miles I turn off the 
main road and follow a number of increasingly narrow country roads and lanes until I arrive at 
Cronin’s Yard. Where I’m heading to has several routes but Cronin’s Yard has some advantages as a 
starting point: a car park, a shop where you can buy a packed lunch, and toilets. Time to put the 
hiking boots on and get out the walking poles. No need for waterproofs so that’s a bit less weight in 
the rucksack; need to put on plenty of SPF30 though. 

Leaving civilisation behind I have a 75 minute trek up the valley, following the course of the River 
Gaddagh. Not an easy walk as the track comprises variously sized rocks that have just been spread 
loosely with no through of grading or packing down. The farmer probably doesn’t notice it in his Land 
Rover but it’s tough on your ankles. Half way 
along this leg today’s destination comes into 
view: Carrauntoohil, being the highest 
mountain in Ireland. The summit is skimmed by 
clouds but the majority of it is clearly visible. At 
the head of the valley the track disappears and 
you have to pick you own way across boulders, 
streams and boggy patches for a while. Up 
until this point the gradient has been barely 
noticable but it’s now time to tackle a section 
I’ve not been looking forward to.  

I like walking up hills and mountains but the 
Devil’s Ladder is a steep, rocky, stretch that 
requires a lot of clambering and scrambling. 
The walking poles will be a hinderence so they 
get packed away. Deep breath and time to 
start climbing, stopping every couple of 
minutes to work out where the best route 
upwards is, and occasionally having to 
backtrack to get out of a dead end. I’d 
anticipated 30 minutes to get to the top of the 
Ladder but that target passes and I’m nowhere 
near the end. Around the 45 minute mark I 
stop to take a breather and here I have 
thoughts of giving up and going back down 
again - but then I realise that the top is so 
much closer than the bottom so I carry on.   



 

In The Emerald Isle 

It takes an hour to get to the top and I throw myself onto the ground on a ridge between two peaks. 
The wind whips up from the valley on the other side of the ridge and it’s cold (straight off the Atlantic) 
and it takes a bit of effort to stand up against it. A 10 minute break is required before I head off on the 
last section towards the Carrauntoohil summit. Away from the ridge the wind dies down again so I’m 
now just battling against the steep path rather than the elements and I finally reach the top 3 hours 
and 50 minutes after I set off.  

As the wind has picked up again, bringing in waves of clouds, 
you get a good view for a few seconds and then get wreathed in 
mist for a while. There’s a circular stone wall here in which to 
take refuge from the wind, so I sit in there to eat my sandwiches 
and have a chat with four other walkers (there’s probably 100 or 
so people on the mountain today). After a suitable rest I head 
back down to the ridge and now have to make a decision. 
Coming up the Devil’s Ladder was by far the hardest climb I’ve 
ever attempted and probably on the limits of what I’m capable of 
and I don’t really want to go back down it. One slip and you 
could be looking at a broken ankle or worse. 

While I’m pondering this two of the people I’d talked to in the 
shelter catch up with me and they say that they are going to 
walk to the top of the next summit: Cnoe na Toinne, from which 
a ziz-zag path leads down. So I end up walking with them to the 
top of a second mountain just to come back down on a path on 
which I feel much more comfortable. It takes longer than the 
Devil’s Ladder route would have done but as I’m now tired it’s 

the safer option. Down in the valley again and it’s time for another rest. I break out the emergency 
chocolate ration and water before I summon up the required effort knowing that I’ve got another 75 
minutes or more of walking to do (and I feel every single step).  

I get back to Cronin’s Yard 7½ hours after I set off. I grab a cold can of Coke from the shop and sit 
outside in the late afternoon sun; reflecting on how the day went. Carrauntoohil has been on my wish 
list for five years so now I’m going to have to find something else to replace it with. 

Wednesday dawns and today’s adventure is the Ring of Kerry – a 120 mile circular tour round the 
Iveragh Peninsula. This is a popular tourist outing and all coaches doing the Ring have to do it anti-
clockwise; as a consequence most other people drive it clockwise. The first part is south from 
Killarney with stops to take in views of lakes and waterfalls, followed by more views of the 
MacGillyciddy’s Reeks. Most of the summits are buried deeper in clouds today so it looks as if 
Tuesday was the better day to go walking up them.  

The route them turns west to follow the north bank of the Kenmare estuary, though initially it’s hidden 
from view by woods and houses. Eventually though the river, and the Atlantic beyond, come into 
sight. The sun has come out and the views are lovely so I make several stops to get photos. The 
official route of the Ring of Kerry sticks to the mainland but at the extreme west end I make a 
diversion across the bridge to the island of Valentia – well worth the effort if you ever come this way. 
Back on the mainland it’s time to head east with views over Dingle Bay to the left and, eventually, the 
Mcgillycuddy Reeks again on the right.  

A few miles short of Killarney I head off the main road, this time to a place called Kate Kearney’s 
Cottage. From here there is a pass, known as the Gap of Dunloe, through the mountains that I hoped 
to take in, but during the tourist season it’s populated by walkers, cyclists and horse-drawn Jaunting 
Cars; as a consequence motor vehicles are discouraged. Time to park up, put on the hiking boots 
again and take stroll down the road for half an hour. If I’d had more time I would have liked to have 
walked all the way througth the gap – something to think about if and when I get here again. 



 

In The Emerald Isle 

 

If you look at a map of Ireland you will see that the South-West coast comprises a series of 
peninsulas and Thursday’s target is the Dingle peninsula. I head north for a while, retracing the route 
that brought me into town on Monday, until I get to Farranfore. Then it’s west towards the peninsula 
itself. My first stop is Inch, but before I reach it I see a sign for a mountain road – time for a short 
diversion I think! At the summit of the pass I find a place to park and take 10 minutes to look around 
and get some photos, Good views of the nearby Slieve Mish mountains but too much mist and cloud 
to see much in the distance. 

Back down to the coast road and onto Inch, where there is a spectacular sand spit known as Inch 
Strand that juts out into Dingle Bay. It’s three miles long and probably half a mile across at its widest 
point. You can park on the sand but I decide to stick to the tarmac car park (well, there is some 
tarmac under the wind-blown sand). A fair few people out for a walk along the Strand today, and 
nearby cabins suggest that it’s used for surfing and sand yachts at times. 

On the road again and still heading west towards the town 
of Dingle and lunch. Looking across the harbour I can see 
something on top of a far hill, it looks as if it may be a 
standing stone (plenty of neolithic sites around here), 
another diversion is called for. Turns out to be the remains 
of a coastguard watchtower – old but not as old as I was 
hoping. Back in Dingle I take the road north out of town for 
the second mountain road of the day, up to the top of the 
Connor Pass. This is a popular route and there’s a proper 
car park to pull into, complete with the obligatory mobile 
café. Heading down the far side some of the scenery is 
very dramatic but you need to keep your eyes on the road 
as there are sections that are single-track with no passing 
places for several hundred yards. Two bikes can pass, but 
if two cars meet one of them has to reverse. 

I find myself on the main road on the north side of the 
peninsula and decide to head back to Killarney. I’ve not 
actually spent much time exploring the town up to now so 
two hours is spent wandering around and picking up a bit 
of the history that goes with the place, finishing up with a 
tour of the local brewery (well, it would be rude not to and 
it’s only a couple of hundred yards from my hotel). 
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Killarney is a popular tourist destination and one of the attractions are the Jaunting Cars. These are 
horse drawn carriages that run between the town centre and some of the local places of interest. 
Driving through the town often involves getting stuck behind one of these as it ambles along and 
there is the obvious hazard of horse poo in the road. They are also the cause of one additional 
hazard for motorcycles in that on some roads the passing of thousands of metal horseshoes wears a 
groove into tarmac. 

 

So far the weather has been great: dry and often warm and sunny, but around 8pm it starts to rain. 
Not too bad while I’m out but it gets really heavy overnight and it’s still going strong when I check out 
of the hotel on Friday morning for my last day in Ireland. South to Kenmare and over one more high 
road, but this time it’s up in the clouds, which is not ideal with all the twists and turns; and especially 
not ideal with the clouds inside a tunnel at one point. On the other side I find the Bonane Heritage 
Park which includes some genuine neolithic stones, so that makes up for Thursday’s disappoinment 
even if I do have to trudge round in the wet. 

At Skibbereen my route turns east towards Cork. Still raining and there’s not a lot to see - though I’m 
close to the south coast the road is too far inland to see the sea for most of the way. Just east of 
Cork is the town of Cobh (pronounced Cove). Lunch is taken in the old railway station building, which 
is now a heritage centre. Cobh was the last calling point of the Titantic and on the edge of town, by 
the old fort, there is a memorial to those who boarded the ship here and lost their lives. Yes, it’s still 
raining and my new waterproof coat is proving its worth! 

Back on the road and heading still further east: Dungarvan, Waterford (my third and final toll for the 
bridge across the River Suir), New Ross, Wexford and finally Rosslare. One more night in a hotel 
here then it’s the morning sailing to Fishguard for the drive back to Northampton. 

If you’ve not been to south west Ireland I can thoroughly recommend it; some brilliant roads and 
some jaw-dropping scenery. Probably best to avoid June, July and August though as County Kerry 
and thereabouts will be packed out with coaches. 

To finish off I’d like to thank Gary Bonham and his wife for pointing me towards several of the places 
that I visited. 

Sarge. 


