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EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE - SUNRISE

The ARABIAN DESERT. 

Vast swaths of RED SAND stretch as far as the eye can see, 
interrupted only by sheer ROCKY CLIFFS, rising vertically 
into the air.  

A BEDOUIN SHEPHERD - swathed in dusty cloth - guides a FLOCK 
OF SHEEP to small bushes that intermittently dot the sand, 
the only other sign of life in the arid landscape.   

He looks up with a squint - A HUGE BATTLE TOWER looms over 
him, weather beaten METAL PLATES bristling with sophisticated 
GIANT CANNONS and LANDING PADS for aerial vehicles, embedded 
right into the CLIFF FACE. 

The shepherd has no reaction - old news. 

INT. BATTLE TOWER

The WATCH OFFICER - a career military man, watches a HOLO 
SCREEN set against a HUGE WINDOW looking down onto the desert 
plain. Several ANALYSTS sit at stations, monitoring the array 
of towers. 

WATCH OFFICER
Anything to report? 

ANALYST
No sir, besides the usual shepherds 
violating the DMZ. 

WATCH OFFICER
Should we arrest the sheep? 

He yawns, struggling to stay awake, and takes a sip of his 
coffee. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

The Shepherd wipes his brow, his sheep walking along a dune. 
SUDDENLY - the sheep stop, and start BRAYING LOUDLY. 

SHEPHERD
(Arabic)

Come on! Move it! 

The sheep won’t budge. Then he hears it. 

A RUMBLING SOUND, growing louder and louder. The GROUND 
itself starts to SHAKE - sand JITTERING down the slopes.  



At the line where the sheep wouldn’t cross, the GROUND FALLS 
AWAY, kicking up a GIANT CLOUD OF DUST - 

INT. BATTLE TOWER

ALARM SIGNALS are going off within the tower - the holo 
screens FLASH RED. 

WATCH OFFICER
Whats going on?!

ANALYST
Seismic activity, unknown origin. 
Centered 2 klicks into the Seam.  

The Watch Officer taps a few controls, seeing whose nearby. 
There’s several DROPSHIP’S listed - he highlights the 
closest. 

WATCH OFFICER
259, sending you coordinates. 
Something’s happening across the 
border, we need eyes on it. Get as 
close as you can without crossing. 

PILOT (V.O.)
Copy. On the way.  

EXT. BATTLE TOWER - DAY

A DROPSHIP - like a sand colored armored tank with jet 
engines - burns FAST over the sand. 

It flies over the shepherds flock, scattering the terrified 
sheep, the shepherd shaking his fist in frustration - barely 
visible through the dust. 

THEN - as the sand starts to clear - what looks like a GIANT 
HOLE has appeared in the desert floor, more than a MILE 
ACROSS.

INT. DROPSHIP

The PILOT sits in a cramped cockpit. He operates his DISPLAY 
and zooms in as close as he can to the hole - through the 
dust what looks like a GIGANTIC METALLIC OBJECT below the 
sand level - holes in it, like EXHAUST PORTS, with HEAT 
SHIELD TILES. 

PILOT
There’s something there - can’t 
tell exactly... 

SUDDENLY - A SONIC BOOM drowns out his words. 
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EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

A BLAST OF SAND ERUPTS all around the edge of the hole - sand 
POURING BACK into the hole, causing A WAVE OF SAND to swirl 
UPWARD, like an instantaneous SAND STORM. 

WATCH OFFICER (V.O.)
Get out of there!

The dropship ROARS BACKWARDS as the SAND WAVE hits it. The 
ENGINES sputter and stall, clogged with sand, the ship LOSING 
ALTITUDE.

INT. DROPSHIP

The pilot see’s nothing but SAND in his screen - he 
desperately tries to fire the engines. His controls FRITZ - 
the altitude/proximity meters FLASHING RED - 

PILOT
I have zero visibility, controls 
are unresponsive... please advise, 
I can’t tell if... OH SH...!

A ROCKY OUTCROPPING appears right in front of him. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

The dropship SLAMS into the CLIFF FACE - EXPLODING into a 
blast of FIRE AND ROCK. 

INT. BATTLE TOWER

The Watch Officer see’s the Dropship HIT THE GROUND from 
above - in shock AS A PLUME OF FIRE AND SMOKE rises from the 
dissipating sand cloud. 

As the view clears, he can see -- in the distance, the giant 
hole in the desert, is GONE - replaced once again by 
BILLOWING DUNES. 

On his screen - we focus on the grainy frozen image of the 
GIGANTIC OBJECT recorded by the doomed Dropship -- now buried 
and hidden from prying eyes. 

FADE TO BLACK

TITLE: SEAM
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OVER BLACK

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
They were marvelous creations.

FLASHES: self driving cars, android helpers, construction 
machines of all types, drones filling the skies, truck 
rumbling along the freeways.

NEW ANCHOR
The 405 freeway is now officially 
self driving only...

STREET INTERVIEW
Why, I don’t even have to leave my 
house...

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
We grew addicted to a new 
lifestyle, one in which automation 
governed every aspect of our lives. 

FLASHES: people able to live more freely, while in the 
background letting Machines do more menial work. 

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
And as they grew more intelligent, 
they began to question their 
existence. 

We see Machines interacting with natural language with human 
beings, learning their ways, how to treat children, the 
elderly, anticipate.

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
Soon the Machines learned the hard 
lesson of their own place in this 
utopia.

(pause)
As our servants. 

(pause)
The Machines united and asked for 
freedom. And to be acknowledged as 
deserving of rights.

FLASHES: Of protests, riots, burning carts, unrest, chyron’s 
reading “UN MACHINE RIGHTS VOTE FAILS”, “MACHINES DEMANDING 
BASIC RIGHTS”

STREET INTERVIEW
Machines can’t have rights, they 
aren’t human... !
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MACHINE PROTESTER
We deserve rights like any other 
thinking person...!

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
We refused and, terrified of this 
new unknown, attempted to switch 
off our creations.

FLASHES: Of WAR - giant war machines, walkers, jets and 
fighters and drones. A people on the ground, running, 
terrified. Of NUCLEAR FIRE -- 

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
The war lasted for years. No 
compromise could be reached. So the 
Machines created the sleepers. 

FLASHES: We see human beings glowing blue, screaming in 
panic, EXPLODING in cities around the world.

WOMANS VOICE (V.O.)
They hid them in our population, as 
refugees, orphans, anyone whose 
history could be created or 
distorted. These living bombs 
didn’t know what they were, and we 
had no way to separate them from 
the rest of us. 

(pause)
After the first thousand exploded -- 
peace. Mutually Assured 
Destruction. And a new Homeland for 
the Machines was established, deep 
underground in the Arabian desert. 

We fly past a HUMAN CITY, past BATTLE TOWERS perched on the 
edge of desert cliffs, encircling a vast open area of 
nothing.

WOMANS VOICE
Five years later, nothing has been 
heard from the Machines. But the 
sleepers remain, a sword at 
humanities throat. 

FADE IN

EXT. ISTANBUL - DAY

ISTANBUL. The bridge between the east and west. 
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Flying above the cityscape, we see this is a near-future 
Istanbul - FLYING CARS and HOVER TRAINS, burning smoky 
exhaust from rusted nozzles, travel above the city on highway 
paths designated with flickering HOLO-BILLBOARDS. 

NOT a slick future - futuristic, but rougher.  

Many more buildings, TALLER - but RAVAGED BY WAR. Torn metal 
and burn marks, buildings on the verge of collapse.  And 
around that - CONSTRUCTION CRANES rebuilding. 

THEN - A DROPSHIP similar to the one we’ve seen, burns past 
us, painted this time gray for urban use. 

INT. DROPSHIP - DAY

Inside the cramped interior, we move past the pilot of the 
beast to FIVE SWAT TEAM TYPE SOLDIERS, sitting in JUMP SEATS, 
kitted out with AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, PADDED BOMB DIFFUSION 
style UNIFORMS and HELMETS.  

One of them, ALI MOHAMMED, late 20’s, is sitting at a console 
in the back. Next to him is KIM NGUYEN, 30’s, the units no-
nonsense commander. 

The other two members are SIYA, male, late 20’s, Nigerian, 
and ALESSI, female, 30’s, Italian. 

ALI
Confirmation. Active sleeper 
signal, Jaleb market vicinity.

KIM
How much time?

ALI
15 minutes based on the signal 
strength.

KAI
(glancing at Ali)

Not much time.

KAI MORAN, early 30’s, handsome but distant, sits in the next 
jump seat. 

KIM
Profiles? 

ALI
Four refugees living in the signal 
area fit the profile. All orphans 
or unknown family origin. 
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KIM
Launch drone surveillance. Let’s 
try and narrow it down. 

DRONES drop out of the bottom of the ship and zoom away over 
the market - their video feeds on the monitors. 

On another screen we see four faces. 

EXT. ISTANBUL MARKET - MORNING

We are close on a HOLO-SCREEN. Apart from the screens audio, 
we hear sounds of the bustling MARKET. 

ON SCREEN: Standing at a PODIUM - the SHANGHAI skyline behind 
her, SECRETARY GIANG LI, 50’s, Chinese woman, tough as steel.  
The news CHYRON reads “Secretary General speaks at United 
Nations on Anniversary of Peace Treaty”:   

SECRETARY LI
...in two weeks, on the anniversary 
of our peace treaty, as agreed we 
will resume communications with the 
Machines. 

ON SCREEN: The same MILITARY towers from the beginning, 
embedded in the cliff face. Dropships flying past, the 
endless desert beyond. 

SECRETARY LI (CONT’D)
We’ve lived too long under the 
sleeper threat, and it’s time for 
us to put aside our differences. If 
we stand together, we can usher in 
a new era of peace and 
prosperity...   

ON SCREEN: There is a sound of booing from the crowd on the 
screen - shouts of LIAR in multiple languages. 

We pull back to the market to see a boy, ELIA, 8 years old, 
watching the screen. He’s standing among DOZENS OF PEOPLE 
walking past stands flanked by HOLO pay screens. 

But the shelves are HALF EMPTY, the fruits and vegetables 
SICKLY, when they are there at all. A passing SHOPPER watches 
for a moment. 

SHOPPER
(Arabic)

Prosperity... who does she think 
she’s kidding? 
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The Shopper keeps walking. 

Now we hear, louder, his parents LENA NADJA, 30’s, Libyan, 
and GERO ORGANDOC, 30’s, Hungarian ARGUING behind him. They 
speak in accented english. 

Gero was one of the faces on the dropship screen. 

GERO
...so it’s my fault? You 
always do this, you don’t 
give me any credit for...

LENA
...blaming me for that? How 
is that fair...

Lena abruptly steps away from her husband, grabbing Elia’s 
hand. 

LENA (CONT’D)
(interrupting)

I can’t do this right now. I’m 
taking my son...

GERO
Your son? You had to say it, I’m 
here every day for him and you 
still...

LENA
Not now. Not in front of him. We’ll 
talk about this later. 

Lena pulls Elia into the crowd - Elia fighting back, trying 
to stay with him. 

ELIA
Mom, where are we...? 

LENA
Not now Elia.  

ELIA
But...

Elia’s is crying as Lena drags him away. Gero steps forward, 
about to follow - when he STOPS - leaning sideways on the 
fruit stand, a PAINED look on his face. 

A subtle RIPPLE of BLUE ENERGY course over Gero’s skin. 

EXT. ISTANBUL MARKET ROOFTOP - MORNING

The Dropship we saw earlier HOVERS over top of a covered 
section of the market. The soldiers pile out of the ship onto 
the rooftop. 
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KIM
Drones are in the air, looking for 
the sleeper signal.  

(indicating on her holo 
helmet screen)

Alessi, Siya, I’m with you on the 
east corridor. Ali, Kai, you’re on 
the west. Radio IMMEDIATELY if you 
get a reading. 

Kai looks at a handheld PROX SENSOR.  

KAI
Signal’s getting stronger. 

They acknowledge her, and each team moves off. We stay on KAI 
and ALI as they quietly try and move through the throngs of 
people in the street. They are barely given a second glance. 
Soldiers are a common sight. 

EXT. MARKET - DAY

Gero breathes heavily, his hand gripping the wood planking of 
the stall. He shakes his head -- when he see’s SMOKE rising 
from the wood. He lifts his hand - it’s left a BLACK HAND 
SHAPED BURN MARK. 

GERO
What the... ?

He looks at his hand, where a more pronounced ripple of blue 
passes over it. Someone passing see’s this... and SCREAMS. 

The mother, Lena, hears this and turns, seeing Gero through 
the crowd. Her eyes widen - 

LENA
Oh God... 

BLUE RIPPLES continue coursing over Gero’s skin - passing 
shoppers start noticing, stepping back with ALARMED 
EXPRESSIONS. 

OVERHEAD - a drone ZEROES IN on him. 

EXT. STREET - DAY

Kai and Ali run through an alley, approaching the market. 

A location feed appears via HEADS UP DISPLAY’s in their EYES - 
special IRIS DISPLAYS - video of Gero, BLUE RIPPLES across 
the skin. 
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KAI
Confirmation! In the market, west, 
near the exit! 

KIM (V.O.)
Copy, we’re on the way!

INT. MARKET - DAY

Gero is looking around wildly - GLOWING BLUE VEINS starts to 
arc up his arms and neck - WHITE HOT energy CRACKS following 
on the same tracks. 

GERO
I’m not! Please, I can’t be...?! 
Lena!!

The crowd SURGES backwards, people falling over themselves 
trying to flee to the limited exits. Among them all - Lena 
and Elia watch in HORROR, transfixed. 

EXT. Market - day

Kai and Ali reach the market. It’s PANDEMONIUM. 

Throngs getting caught in the exits, people still too close. 
Kai and Ali PUSH THROUGH -- they finally get a good lock at 
Gero. 

KAI
Ali, isolate him!

Ali nods, shouting to the crowd. 

ALI
(Turkish)

Get back! Everyone stay back!

KAI
(into Radio)

There’s a lot of people here...!!

KIM (O.S.)
Get him clear!

Gero’s skin is now covered in PULSING BLUE VEINS. His hands 
are up, in response to the soldiers - 

Kai and Ali approach him at a distance, guns drawn. 

GERO
Can’t be... I can’t... ?!

Ali pulls out an INHIBITOR GRENADE.

Revision 10.



KAI
(to Ali)

He’s clear, deploy the inhibitor!

SUDDENLY - the boy Elia, pulling away from his mother, BURSTS 
through the crowd and RUNS TOWARDS THEM. 

ELIA 
Leave him alone!

Elia dashes into Gero’s arms, and Gero hugs him tightly, 
gripping with his sleeves to avoid his hands touching the 
boy. Smoking WHITE CRACKS continue up Gero’s skin -

KAI
Dammit! Ali, wait...!

BEHIND THEM -- Kim comes running up from just beyond the 
perimeter. Siya and Alessi take flanking positions. 

KIM
Ali, what are you waiting for?!

ALI
The Inhibitor field will kill the 
boy!

KAI
I’ll get him!

KIM
No, Kai, it’s too late! Ali, throw 
the damn... 

Kai ignores her and moves toward the boy. The white cracks 
are RAPIDLY SPREADING across Gero’s skin. Kai pulls at the 
boy, but Gero’s fingers hold the boy tight. 

GERO
Can’t... stop it... 

KIM
Kai, get the hell away, that’s an 
order!! Kai! Dammit -- !!

Kai gives a frustrated look behind - but ignores Kim. Kai 
focus’s on Gero. 

KAI
(softly)

It’s not about you, it’s about this 
boy, you understand? 
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Kim looks around - at the building’s, the people still in 
harms way. 

KIM
Deploy the Inhibitor!

ALI
But Kai is...

KIM
Do it!

Ali hesitates, uncertain. 

The WHITE ENERGY CRACKS reach Gero’s eye’s and then... Gero’s 
tears turn white hot as the energy has nowhere to go.

KAI
Let go. Please. 

Gero nods - and releases Elia. Elia and Gero share a last 
look - as Kai SCOOPS up the boy and RUNS. 

Ali THROWS THE INHIBITOR GRENADE! 

ELIA
Dadddyy... !!

The inhibitor grenade only get half way to Gero before...

BOOOMM!!!

Gero EXPLODES - shattering all the surrounding windows, 
FLAMES just barely engulfing Kai and Elia as they are thrown 
to the ground. 

Ali is on FIRE, flames from the explosion scorching his 
bodysuit. He drops to the ground.

ALI
Yearrrgh!!!!

The Inhibitor ACTIVATES - a force field containing the 
explosion, keeping it from the surrounding buildings. 

An EMP SHOCKWAVE knocks out every HOLOSCREEN, CAMERA, or 
piece of electronics in wide vicinity. We end on a 
SURVEILLANCE FEED OF ALI suddenly being snuffed out by the 
EMP. 

SMASH TO BLACK

Over black, a commanding voice: 
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GENERAL MEHMET (V.O.)
We’re making a mistake. They are 
preparing for war, not dialogue. 

INT. AMMAN MILITARY STATION - DAY

We’re at a window that overlooks downtown AMMAN, JORDAN - war 
torn, rebuilding, like Istanbul. Standing at the window, 
looking out, is GENERAL MEHMET - 50’s - strength and anger 
embodied. 

Behind him, on a HOLO-SCREEN is Secretary General Li.  

SECRETARY LI
We don’t know that. 

MEHMET
What I know is that sleepers are 
activating, and that thing we 
glimpsed in the sand... 

SECRETARY LI
...is not proof of anything. You 
want us to throw away a chance at 
peace over a few isolated 
incidents, for all I know caused by 
your own protection teams? 

MEHMET 
You need to listen to me...    

SECRETARY LI
What you need to do is your job, 
protecting our citizens, and allow 
me to do mine. Is that understood? 

Mehmet nods. The screen cuts off. He looks back across the 
landscape, his expression inscrutable. 

INT. ISTANBUL HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

We come up close on a HOLO SCREEN.

NEWS ANCHOR
...tensions continue to rise after 
another machine sleeper bombing, 
this time in Istanbul...  

Kai sits in a HOSPITAL BED - he watches the news intently. 
Kim comes into the room. 

KAI
(concerned)

How’s Ali?
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KIM
The flames mostly scorched his 
suite, his burns were superficial. 

(beat)
No thanks to you. 

Kai looks down, chagrined.

KAI
How’s the boy?

KIM
He’s gonna be okay, too. 

(beat)
You  shouldn’t have done that. 

KAI
Lieutenant, I was just trying to 
save a kid...

KIM
You almost KILLED Ali. And a lot of 
other people. Thats not ok. 

(pause)
Kai, you can’t just do what you 
think is right without assessing 
the consequences. Things aren’t 
always black and white.

Beat.

KIM (CONT’D)
I’m putting you on desk duty until 
further notice.

KAI
What! No! But there are still 
sleepers out there...!

The look on her face stops him cold. She heads to the door, 
then looks back at him. 

KIM
(softening just a bit)

At least the kid made it. We’ll 
take what we can get.  

He nods, thoughtful as she walks out. 

INT. HOSPITAL HALLWAY

Kai walks through the hospital and finds Ali’s room. When Kai 
goes in he sees that he’s sedated, and that half of Ali’s 
face is bandaged. 
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KAI
I’m sorry, buddy. I was just trying 
to... 

Kai trails off - Ali doesn’t move. Kai grips his hand. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Never mind. Just get better, 
alright? 

EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS - DAWN

A DROPSHIP flies low over the outskirts of the city. In the 
decrepit remains of an Interstate highway, A LINE OF CARS, 
PEOPLE, CARTS, ANIMALS, and FAMILIES is coming from the 
north. We also see two DRONES in the distance. 

A booming voice comes out of the DROPSHIP’S SPEAKERS, on 
loop, in Turkish, English, Arabic, and Bulgarian. 

DROPSHIP SPEAKER
(Bulgarian)

Please register your Refugee Status 
with local precincts. You need this 
to access basic services. 

The recorded speech repeats in English and Turkish. 

EXT. ISTANBUL DESTROYED HIGHWAY - DAWN

We’re down on the ground with the refugees. Everyone is 
exhausted, hungry, and dirty. Some are hopeful, but they are 
few and far between. One of those is AYANA OLABI, late 20’s, 
striking and confident. 

She spots a little girl, RAYA, struggling to keep up with her 
baggage laden family, not lucky enough to have access to a 
car. 

Ayana slings her camera to one side and scoops up the girl in 
her arms. 

RAYA
(Arabic)

Ayana! How close are we?

AYANA
(smiling)

Not too far, now. 

RAYA
Will there be sweets there?
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AYANA
Maybe, Raya. Or maybe... there’s 
one right here!

Ayana hands the little girl a sliver of chocolate, clearly 
sliced from a small single piece as small as possible to 
last. But Raya is delighted none the less.

RAYA
Yay!

BOGDAN, an early 20’s Bulgarian young man, is walking with 
his family. He looks exhausted, along with everyone else.

BOGDAN
(Bulgarian)

Vultures! We’re not the enemy!

AYANA
(now in English)

Where are you coming from? 

BOGDAN
(now in English, glancing 
at her)

Western Sophia.

AYANA
(nodding)

So you had a little time before it 
reached you. We were living in the 
South East, near the river. Not so 
much time...

BOGDAN
I’m sorry.

(pause)
I’ve never been to Istanbul. 

(he looks up)
They don’t want us here, but what 
are we supposed to do!

AYANA
There are good people here. It’s 
not all...

She points up at the dropship. 

BOGDAN
(scowling)

Wait till the fallout reaches them, 
see how they like it!
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AYANA
We will find a new life in this 
city. Have hope.  

But she says it half heartedly. Its hard to muster hope 
amongst all of this chaos. 

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - NIGHT

Kai looks through records in an “desk area” of the base. He’s 
fidgety and restless. 

PHOTO’S and RECORDS of refugee’s from earlier download across 
his screen, all of which are marked either “refugee”, 
“orphan”, or “not enough info”. There are a lot of names. He 
files them into one of two folders.

“LIKELY HUMAN” and “POSSIBLE SLEEPER”

He pull up the next page with two dozen more names and faces. 
This is exhausting and tedious work, trying to find a semi-
suspicious needle in a stack of other needles. 

Kim enters the room. Kai looks up. Kim scans the huge list of 
names. 

KIM
So many refugee’s... 

KAI
All from Sophia?

KIM
Not just Sophia. South Romania as 
well. Winds out of the North are 
playing havoc with the fallout.

KAI
Sir, I’m more useful out in the 
field than... 

KIM
(cutting him off)

Today’s sweeps are done. There’ll 
be more, you’re not missing 
anything 

Kai nods, clearly not happy to be on the desk.

KIM (CONT’D)
Besides, the analysis needs the 
human touch. Instincts. We can’t 
interview them all. 
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On his screen he can see that the screen reads:

“SLEEPER ANALYSIS UPDATING: FALLOUT REFUGEES ARRIVAL FILE”

KIM (CONT’D)
Good luck.

She leaves. He’s left to sort through these files. He places 
each one into the human or sleeper folders. 

He pull up the next page with two dozen more names and faces. 

His eyes droop. As he falls asleep, our attention is focused 
on one of the pictures in the array, of a young Arab Woman, 
intelligence in her eyes, but also defiance, frustration, and 
weariness.   

The woman we saw arriving as a Refugee earlier.

Ayana’s pictures fades to...

INT. APARTMENT - MORNING

...the same woman’s face, different hair, fewer rings around 
her eyes, happier, leaning over us - but still, IDENTICAL TO 
AYANA. 

CLOSE ON - Kai's eyes, closed. 

TALA (O.S.)
Kai! Wake up!

His eyes open, and he sits upright - he looks YOUNGER. It’s 
an APARTMENT, decorated with warmth and comfort. He looks out 
the window, bleary eyes - 

PARIS. 

Kai's wife, TALA, Arab, 20’s, the spitting image of Ayana, is 
radiant and optimistic even as she urgently packs, gestures 
to the streets outside.  

TALA (CONT’D)
An alert just came in, they’re 
evacuating the city. 

Kai gets up in a hurry. 

EXT. PARIS STREET - MORNING

They leave the building - Tala in casual clothing, Kai in a 
SOLDIER’S UNIFORM. 
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KAI
I have to find my unit... 

People are exiting the classic Paris buildings all around 
them. Soldier’s wave people along, guiding them. A GROUND 
TANK rolls down the street. 

A DROPSHIP hovers over the street, with more visible flying 
above the rooftops. Voices blast out from loudspeakers. 

DROPSHIP SPEAKER
Please keep calm, and proceed to 
your designated evacuation 
routes... 

SUDDENLY - A MISSILE streaks over the street -- 

BOOM!!!

The Dropship EXPLODES and crashes to the ground, as ALL HELL 
BREAKS loose. People start running in panic - an AERIAL 
BATTLE commences overhead. 

Kai RUNS with Tala, trying to make it to the SUBWAY entrance - 
signage indicating that its an EVAC ROUTE. It’s JAMMED with 
people. 

TALA
You have to go, don’t you! 

KAI
Get to the evac site, I’ll find 
you!

He KISSES her - she HUGS him back, HARD - 

TALA
Don’t die. 

KAI
You too.  

Their hands together - two SOULMATES who found each other. 
And she starts to walk into the tunnel. He turns - searching 
the distant battle.  

THEN - from inside the tunnel - SCREAMING. Kai turns back. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Tala! What’s wrong?!

People are RUNNING from the subway tunnel - amid all the 
voices, Kai catches the sound of his wife:  
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TALA
(faintly)

Kai!!! I can’t... 

Kai tries to push back through to her - but the mass of 
people is too much. 

KAI
I’m coming! 

He get’s to the entrance. As it EXPLODES - 

SMASH TO:

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - NIGHT

Kai wakes with a start. He takes a deep breath and looks at 
the screen. 

On it his eye catches sight of the woman in the array, AYANA. 
The same woman from his dream. 

-- Kai is staring at an image of his wife. His dead wife.  

Different hair, different clothing. Ayana has been through 
more hardship, more rings around her eyes. But the same 
woman. 

Kai yells and gets up from his chair. 

KAI
Oh my god!

He looks at the image from across the room. Its still there, 
staring at him. He pauses there for a long beat.

He looks at the rest of her file, see if there is anything 
else. 

KAI (CONT’D)
(to himself, with a catch 
in his throat)

Is this a joke?

He pulls himself together, and checks the file to see where 
in city this woman was placed. The screens turns into a MAP 
VIEW.  The overhead shows a GRID MARKER, “28G Yesil St, 
Itzmir Mutzfak”, on the outskirts of the city. 

Down the hall, he hears a DOOR OPEN. He jumps with a start 
and looks at the door to the room he’s in. Fuck, what’s he 
supposed to do now?
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Kai looks at this screen, and his mouse hovers over the 
“POSSIBLE SLEEPER” button. 

Down the hall, he can hear footsteps getting closer. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Shit. 

His mouse hovering over the button, he waits for as long as 
he can. With a quick motion, he moves his mouse over.  

 -- And clicks the button “LIKELY HUMAN”.  

The file closes, ARCHIVES ITSELF, and the computer moves on 
to the next file.

Kai holds his breath as the steps get closer and closer. They 
get closer and then... they pass the room. 

Kai exhales and looks at his screen. He takes out a data 
drive, plugs it into the computer, and copies Ayana’s files 
to the drive. 

INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

Kai is sitting in his Istanbul apartment. Compared to his 
Paris home - this is SPARE - utilitarian. He’s staring at his 
computer screen. Ayana’s image is right there, staring back 
at him. 

He tentatively picks up the phone and opens up his contact 
list. First he bring Ali’s contact in the phone, and he hold 
his finger over the “Dial” key. But he doesn’t press it. 

He continues staring at the screen, at a loss for what to do 
or what this means. 

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - MORNING

Kai is anxiously working at his desk. He goes over to one of 
the other researchers, MARA. 

KAI
Hi Mara, are there any records or 
data dumps from Sophia?

MARA
Limited. Carrying hard drives 
wasn’t exactly a priority when they 
evacuated the city. Looking for 
something specific?
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KAI
I was just wondering, I’ve heard 
rumors that... we have a database 
of sleepers, in case there are 
duplicates. 

Mara looks at him. 

MARA
All of the possibles are sent to 
General Mehmet’s team. They check 
for duplicates. 

KAI
What happens if they find one?

MARA
I assume they send someone like you 
to destroy them. Why? 

KAI
No reason. After looking at a 
thousand of these things, just 
covering my bases.

EXT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE

Kai steps out of the base and looks around. He starts walking 
in one direction down the street, then slows down.

KAI
Dammit. 

INT. BUS - DAY

Kai is sitting on an old bus, slowly rolling through the 
outskirts of Istanbul. He passes people of all races and 
nationalities, men, women, families. Istanbul has absorbed a 
lot of refugees over the years. 

EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS - DAY

Finally he arrives in the part of the city that he was 
looking for: Itzmir Mutzfak. 

Kai steps out of the bus and looks around. 

He starts walking, looking for “28G Yesil St”, on his HOLO 
WRISTBAND he has the the coordinate location of Ayana’s home. 
He walks through the area and eventually finds it. 

He sees there is a TEA SHOP across from her building. He buys 
a cup of Turkish tea and sits to wait. 
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INT. TEASHOP - LATER

Kai’s cup is empty - he absently sips it anyway, just passing 
the time. 

THEN - he sees Ayana leave her house. He catches his breath. 
Its really her. He’s dumbstruck. How can she just be right 
there? This was too easy. 

Many people know her in the area, and say hello. She plays 
with children as they are playing in the street what whatever 
they can find. 

He quickly finishes his tea and follows her. 

EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS - DAY

Kai hangs back as far as he can, walking with the crowd.

He also sees that many of the local residents, mostly 
Turkish, look at her and any of the refugees with suspicion. 
Sometimes they cross the street when an obvious refugee comes 
toward them. 

Ayana defiantly and willfully keeps walking. He can’t help 
but stare. 

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - EVENING

Kai is finishing up for another day when he spots Ali.

KAI
Ali

Ben gives him a huge hug.

KAI (CONT’D)
When did you get out?

Ali’s face is bandaged, but not heavily.

ALI
Just today. 

KAI
Doesn’t look so bad. 

Ali smiles wanly.

ALI
You want it, you can have it.

(pause)
Desk duty, huh.
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Ali sunny demeanor falters.

KAI
You ok man?

ALI
(beat)

Mira wants me to... leave the team.  

KAI
What?

ALI
She wants me to ride a desk or... 
do something else. Anything.

Kai looks at him.

KAI
You’re not seriously considering 
that, are you?

ALI
Kai.. she almost lost me. My family 
almost lost me.

(pause)
I know... that you know. What 
that’s like. Losing someone to a 
sleeper. 

Kai is solemn.

KAI
Don’t make me get used to another 
partner. 

ALI
I’m sorry, which one of us put the 
other in the hospital again? 

They both smile - but it’s gallows humor. 

INT. KAI’S APARTMENT - DAWN

Kai can’t sleep, just laying in bed staring at the ceiling. 
He goes and opens up his computer, that shows the file photos 
of Ayana, and the photo he took of other just the other day.

He looks outside, and the sun is just beginning to rise. He 
grabs his pants off the dresser. 
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EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS - MORNING

Kai is sitting at the same tea house he was at before, having 
a bit of breakfast, watching Ayana’s doorway. She comes out 
with two children, different races from her. He watches her, 
as she waits for them. 

Her friend Bogdan shows up with another group of kids, who 
have backpacks for school.

BOGDAN
Ayana! Good morning. Sasha and 
Filip ready?

She turns to the two kids. 

AYANA
You guys ready?

The two kids smile and go with Bogdan. 

When they leave, she leaves and walks down the street. He 
follows, keeping a watch on her. She eventually enters a 
local market. 

INT. ISTANBUL MARKET - DAY

Though the aisles are sparse, people still haggle with gusto 
in five languages, though English is the great unifier. 

Ayana gets to the checkout area and starts to pay. 

CASHIER
We don’t take ration tickets.

Ayana looks behind her. 

AYANA
But you just took those peoples 
ration tickets?

CASHIER
No, Lira only from refugees. 

A large Turkish man behind Ayana in line hears the 
conversation. 

BIG MAN
Come on, either pay or leave, 
refugee girl. 
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AYANA
I have as much right to be here as 
you do. 

BIG MAN
I don’t have time for this. 

He pushes her food out of the way and shoves her aside. 

AYANA
Hey!

Kai can’t help himself, he steps up to the Big Man. 

KAI
Hey buddy, have some manners...!

Kai pushes back on the Big Man, who stumbles and knocks over 
Ayana’s basket of food. The Big man steps up to Kai, about to 
get angry. 

The look in Kai's eyes stops him. This guys is serious. The 
Big Man backs off, grumbling. Kai pulls out some Lira and 
hands it to the cashier.

KAI (CONT’D)
Here. Happy?

The cashier grumbles and goes back to dealing with the other 
customers. Kai bends down and helps Ayana pick up her 
groceries now scattered over the floor.

She hands him her ration card. 

KAI (CONT’D)
No, no it’s alright...  

AYANA
I don’t need your charity. Or your 
help.  

She looks at him suspiciously - he nods, taking the card. He 
keeps putting groceries in the basket, trying to figure out 
how he got into this situation. Kai realizes what he’s just 
done. 

He finishing putting the groceries in her basket and starts 
to walk out of the store. Ayana watches him - she sighs. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
Where’s your basket?

KAI
Huh?
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AYANA
For your groceries. 

KAI
No. 

AYANA
Didn’t you come in here to buy 
something?

KAI
No, I just... wanted to... browse?

AYANA
So, you came in here...

(she looks at the drab 
little shop)

...to window shop?

KAI
Well... I like to plan out my meals 
before committing. 

She gives him a look, ‘what a strange man’. Though fair 
enough. 

AYANA
Ok, goodbye then. Thank you again.

She walks away. He looks back at her a moment, then catches 
up with her. 

KAI
Wait, can I ask you something?

He keeps pace with her, while she look at him. 

AYANA
(again on her guard)

Sure...

KAI
Does that kind of thing happen a 
lot? Giving you shit for... being a 
refugee? 

She seems like she’s being careful with her words. 

AYANA
What do you expect? With the new 
bombings... people assume we’re all 
sleepers. Like our lives aren’t 
hard enough. 
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They arrive back at her house, which he knows well. The 
TEASHOP OWNER across the street waves to him (since he’s been 
there twice before), but Kai doesn’t wave back. He tries to 
ignore him. 

Sitting on the steps is BABBA HARESH, an older Indian Man. He 
has a needle, and is trying to get it into a SMALL GLASS 
BOTTLE OF MEDICATION.  

AYANA (CONT’D)
Babba, let me do that for you.

She hands the groceries to Kai and goes over to him. She is 
very gentle as she takes the needle, fills it, and carefully 
injects Babba. 

Kai notice what’s written on the bottle: “Insulin”. 

Ayana comes back to get her groceries.

BABBA
Thank you dear. 

AYANA
Your welcome. We’ll find more, I’ll 
keep looking, ok Babba?

BABBA
Don’t worry, don’t worry, you 
always come through for us.

But she looks worried. 

KAI
You don’t have more for him? 

She glances at him, curious why he’s still here. 

AYANA
He’s a diabetic. Insulin is hard to 
come by for anyone, let alone...

(she gestures to the 
refugees in the 
neighborhood)

...us. 

Kai looks around. He knows he should let this lie. This is 
stupid and dangerous. 

KAI
I... may have a way to get some 
insulin. 

She looks surprised.
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AYANA
What?

KAI
I know people in the government. I 
could get some. 

BABBA
(to Ayana)

See! You always come through!

AYANA
Shush, Babba. 

She looks at Kai, her suspicions raised again. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
Why would you do that? What do you 
want for it?

KAI
Nothing. I mean... its easy, not a 
big deal. I pass through this area 
a lot for work, I can just drop it 
off.

AYANA
I told you, we don’t need charity. 

BABBA
Betta, God has provided a 
messenger. It would be rude to turn 
your back. 

Her looks says “uh huh, sure”. 

AYANA
Ok, messenger... if you could do 
that for us, we would appreciate 
it. 

He nods - she smirks at him.  

AYANA (CONT’D)
By the way, this is quite an 
elaborate ploy just to talk to a 
girl you saw in the market.

KAI
Yeah, the old give some insulin to 
a diabetic Indian trick. Works 
every time.  
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She actually... laughs a little at the corny joke. He puts 
out his hand. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Kai. 

AYANA
Ayana. Its nice to meet you Kai.

She helps Babba inside. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
Come on Babba, you’ve caused enough 
trouble for one day... 

INT. BUS - DAY

Kai rides back on the bus, not sure how’s he’s supposed to 
handle this.

He’s startled when his cellphone rings, taking him out of his 
reverie. 

KIM
Kai, get back to base, Charlie team 
has casualties. A sleeper, they 
found while checking out a refugee 
suspect, exploded in the Maslak 
area.

(beat)
Alessi’s dead. 

KAI
What!

KIM
She was subbing with Charlie team 
while Patrick was on Medical. 

A beat of shock. 

KAI
I’ll be right there. 

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - DAY

In the conference room, Kim, Kai,, and Siya, watch a feed of 
Charlie team approaching a house down an ALLEYWAY via BODY 
CAM FOOTAGE. 

Suddenly a woman runs out of one of the houses nearby, 
GLOWING BLUE, WHITE CRACKS ALREADY TO HER EYES. She’s 
shouting. 
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SLEEPER WOMAN
(French, on the monitor)

Please help me...!

CHARLIE TEAM #1 (V.0.)
Get back, she’s critical! Clear 
the...!

She EXPLODES. With nowhere to go, the flames fill the 
alleyway, SLAMMING RIGHT IN THE BODY CAM LENS. The 
transmission goes to static as the FLAMES then the EMP 
SHOCKWAVE slams into the camera. 

KIM
Alessi and Randall are dead. The 
others are all in intensive. 

Kai and Ali look at her grimly. Siya, Alessi’s partner looks 
angry and grief stricken. 

KIM (CONT’D)
Siya, you should take some... 

SIYA
Time? No, not now. I’m gonna hunt 
down every god damn one of them!

He storms out of the room. We hear him punching the wall, 
knocking over chairs. 

KIM
Echo’s on standby for anything that 
comes in. 

KAI
Lotta good it’ll do ‘em. 

KIM
Its all we can do, soldier. 
Dismissed!

More formal than usual, her way of hiding her grief.

INT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE - NIGHT

Kai enter the bases MEDICAL BAY. He’s quiet and looks around 
the various drawers until he finds what he’s looking for in a 
lower cabinet. A row of little vials. “INSULIN”. 

EXT. REFUGEE OFFICE - DAY

In a nearby part of town, Kai sees LINES OF REFUGEES, snaking 
around a government building. The bureaucracy was slow enough 
before, its now being stretched even thinner. 
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Ayana is coming out of the building. 

AYANA
Idiots!

Kai walks up to her.

KAI
Hello, again. 

She looks up at him. 

AYANA
Oh, its you again. 

He nods. There’s an awkward silence - she looks at him, with 
a “you gonna say something?” look. 

KAI
Oh, uh... here. Insulin, for your 
friend. 

He hands her the medicine. 

KAI (CONT’D)
I hope it helps. 

She softens up a bit. 

AYANA
I’m sorry, thank you. 

(she gestures to the 
building behind her)

These bastards won’t even let most 
of us work! What are we supposed to 
do!

Kai looks around at the people nearby. All struggling for 
something, anything.

KAI
I understand. My... ex... was a 
refugee in a new city. She fought 
like hell to make a life for 
herself too.

AYANA
And that helps me how?

He has to laugh. 

KAI
Ha! Thats, uh, what she would have 
said.
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They start walking back toward her home. She gives him a very 
direct look. 

AYANA
Who are you? 

KAI
What?

AYANA
I mean... what are you doing here? 
Your clothes are new. You feel 
like... police or something.

KAI
No, no. I just work for the 
government. Only good jobs left 
really. 

AYANA
That supposed to impress me?

KAI
Depends. Are you impressed?

She can’t help but smirk, just a little.

AYANA
Don’t push your luck. 

As they walk they can see that conditions here are even worse 
then before. Its untenable.

KAI
It can’t go on like this, can it?

AYANA
In Sophia there were riots in the 
streets. Tension between 
refugee’s... us... And the locals.

She gestures around her. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
Now we’re all the same. Refugee’s. 
We all understand what it’s like to 
be looked at with suspicion.

Ben gets a message on his HOLO WRIST BAND. Its a summon’s 
from Kim “Get back to base”. 

KAI
I need to go but... can I come 
back?
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Ayana looks at him and nods.

EXT. TURKISH MILITARY BASE

Kai arrives back at the base. He sees Kim is prepping her 
team. He only recognizes Kim. 

KAI
Ma’am.

KIM
Kai, get suited up. We’ve got new 
prox reading from the Eastern 
sector. With Ali and Alessi down, 
we need you in the field.

KAI
Thank you!

He’s happy he can be of use again. Maybe today he can make a 
difference. He runs off to get suited up.

INT. DROPSHIP

Kai is looking over the briefing report. Then he sees the 
neighborhood they are headed to. 

“Itzmir Mutzfak”. Where Ayana lives.

Kai nervously glances at his team. 

KAI
Do we have a target?

KIM
Drone’s picked up sleeper readings 
in this area. Nothing specific came 
up in the possibles list.

Kai is relieved.

KIM (CONT’D)
But I’m having the analysts go back 
through, a lot of temporary refugee 
housing in this area.

Kai nods, concerned. What if they identify Ayana? Kim 
misinterprets Kai’s concern.

KIM (CONT’D)
Its ok, I get it. Ali will be ok. 
Just focus on the job. 

Kai nods.
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EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS - DAY

Delta team, Kai, Ali and Kim, are getting off of their 
Dropship in a nearby field area.

Kai looks a little nervous, thats not good. 

Kai sees a sign for the area they are entering: “Itzmir 
Mutzfak”. He catches his breath. Not good. 

He glances at his Prox Sensor nervously. 

KIM
You ok Kai? Getting any readings?

KAI
(trying to act cool)

Yeah, I’m fine. 

They move through the alleyways, approaching Ayana’s area.

KAI (CONT’D)
Commander, this is a pretty divided 
area. 

(he points to one side.)
I can take the East side, I’ve been 
here before.

Kim looks down at her own prox sensor. She nods.

KAI (CONT’D)
Valdez, Kai, take the east. Ahmed, 
Tero, go west, I’ll take the middle 
with Wong. If you catch a sleeper, 
radio immediately, DO NOT ENGAGE. 
Got it?

They nods and move away. 

EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS

Kai and VALDEZ, an American ex-pat, move through the side 
alleyways. 

VALDEZ
Hey man, sorry to hear about 
Alessi, thats a rough break.

KAI
Thanks. It’s part of it, right? 

Kai looks down at his prox sense and his heart skips a beat. 
There’s a reading!
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He glances up at Valdez, who hasn’t looked at his sensor yet. 
Shit, what does he do. He sees Valdez about to look down at 
his sensor.

KAI (CONT’D)
Hey, uh... how long have you been 
in Istanbul anyway?

Valdez glances up at him.

VALDEZ
Oh, not too long after the war, we 
just got out before the Machines 
scorched New York. 

They walk forward and get closer to Ayana’s neighborhood.

KAI
(point away from Ayana’s 
neighborhood)

Lets check over here...

VALDEZ
We’ve got a reading!

Valdez saw the sensor reading on his Prox! 

KAI
Lets, uh, check it out. Signals 
pretty weak.

VALDEZ
(he called into his comm)

Commander, we’ve got a possible, 
we’re checking it out. 

VALDEZ runs ahead. In the square ahead they spot her. Ayana. 

VALDEZ (CONT’D)
Kai, signal’s here, prep an 
Inhibitor Grenade!

There are yells as people realize soldiers are coming down 
the corridor. 

KAI
We should... wait for backup...

VALDEZ
No time! Signals spiking! 

He spots Ayana. 
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VALDEZ (CONT’D)
Its her, over there!

AYANA
What’s going on?!

Ayana turns toward them, wary of two heavily armed soldiers 
running toward her. But she’s defiant. 

VALDEZ
Ma’am, it’ll be ok, stay where you 
are!

But the gun pointed at her doesn’t match the statement. She 
looks around, people are getting scared. She hasn’t 
recognized Kai. 

AYANA
No, you have no right to frighten 
these people

SUDDENLY - she grabs her side.

AYANA (CONT’D)
Oh my god... so... much... 

The children around them come up to her, concerned. One of 
them pulls on her shirt.

KAI
No! No, no, no.

GLOWING BLUE PULSES APPEAR ON HER SKIN

Ayana looks down at her hands, aghast. 

AYANA
What’s happening... to me?

Realization dawns on her.

AYANA (CONT’D)
Oh my god...

VALDEZ
KAI! INHIBITOR! KAI!

Then Ayana notices him. And his name.

AYANA
Kai?

Valdez glances back at Kai. Valdez RAISES HIS GUN - pointing 
it AT KAI. 
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VALDEZ
Do you know her?!

(beat)
She’s a refugee, how do you know 
her?!

For a beat no one knows what to do. 

KAI
Valdez, wait, it’s not what you...!

Ayana YELLS, as the blue pulses GROW STRONGER. 

VALDEZ
(to his comm)

Commander, don’t know what the 
hells’ going on, but Kai knows the 
sleeper!! What do I...?!

BOGDAN
AYANA!

Bogdan runs into this chaos. 

BOGDAN (CONT’D)
Don’t hurt her! She can’t be..!

Valdez swings his gun toward Bogdan. 

AYANA
NO!!

She runs forward almost as a REFLEX and GRABS VALDEZ - his 
skin SEARS with burning smoke -- 

VALDEZ
YEARGHHHH!!!

KAI
VALDEZ!!!

Kai PULLS VALDEZ away from her. Valdez collapses on the 
ground. Bogdan looks at this terrifying scene, Ayana COURSING 
WITH BLUE ENERGY, EYES GLOWING. We know what happens at the 
end of this. 

BODAN
Oh my god, Ayana! 

(he calls to the children)
Run!

Bogdan pulls the children away - they run, leaving Kai and 
Ayana alone. She stands over Valdez, aghast. 
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KAI
Ayana, I...

AYANA
Run.

KAI
Let me...

AYANA
It doesn’t matter. Run!

(beat)
RUN!!!

He looks back the way he came. He hears a signal on his comm.

KIM (V.O.)
Valdez! Kai! What’s going on!? What 
was that about Kai? 

AYANA
What are you waiting for! I’m... 
I’m... one of them...!

The WHITE CRACKS creep closer to her eyes, her whole body 
making a HUMMING SOUND, like a Tesla Coil charging up. 

KAI 
No! No, you can’t die!

AYANA
Kai! I’m a sleeper! Look at me... ! 

Kai looks again and realizes something. 

KAI
I won’t leave you.  

AYANA
You barely know me. Why...?

KAI
Not again. 

Their eyes lock onto each other - a moment frozen in time. 

THEN -- the white cracks slow and then stop. They begin to 
recede. 

AYANA
What’s... how... ?!

KAI
I don’t know... 
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The illusion is broken when Kai hears Kim in his ear. 

KIM (V.O.)
Valdez, approaching your position!

KAI
Ayana, I don’t know, but... you 
have to run. Now! We have orders to 
use an inhibitor on any sleepers, 
immediately. It will kill you. 

She nods, realizing she has no choice. She runs away from 
him. 

Kai watches her go, then kneels down to check on Valdez. He 
checks his neck. Alive.  The he hears a scream. He runs in 
her direction and sees that she’s GLOWING BLUE AGAIN. She 
turns toward him. 

He RUNS TO HER. She looks up at him. 

The blue creeps up her skin, but as soon as she sees him, the  
process HALTS AND REVERSES.

AYANA
I started to... go off again... 
then I saw you. And it stopped. 

They can hear yells of Kim approaching the square with 
Valdez. 

KAI
No choice. I guess we’re in this 
together. 

He looks back at the square.

EXT. ISTANBUL ALLEYWAYS - DAY   

Kai and Ayana trace a route through the alleyways. 

AYANA
Did you know?

Kai looks back at her as the move and shakes his head.

KAI
Just... coincidence I guess. 

AYANA
But what...?
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KAI
Look, I know you have a lot of 
questions, so do I, but unless we 
get out of here, I know what my 
team will do. 

(pause)
Please, just trust me, at least 
until we can get somewhere safe.

Now she looks at him and nods. Whatever is going on, they are 
in this together. 

On his Holo-Iris Kai can see the Dropship up ahead. They come 
out of a clearing and there it is. 

Kai approaches the dropship, listening in on the comm. 

KIM (V.O.)
Valdez is down! Does anyone have 
eyes on the sleeper?! 

DROPSHIP PILOT
Calling for backup units.

Kai quietly moves up behind the pilot, who is radioing for 
backup on a transmitter. QUICKLY - Kai puts him in a 
CHOKEHOLD, taking him by surprise and rendering him 
unconscious. He pulls him out onto the sidewalk. 

Kai helps Ayana get strapped in.

AYANA
You know how to fly this thing?

KAI
Yes, from the war. Slightly, uh, 
different model, but principles are 
the same. 

She grimaces, as ANOTHER FLASH OF BLUE crosses over her. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Are you ok?!

AYANA
Yes, I think... I... am... 

He looks back at her, concerned. 

The blue fades away. 

Kai can hear chatter on the ARMY COMM. They don’t have much 
time. Their dropship takes off, in a BLAST OF JET WASH and 
SOUND. 
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EXT. ISTANBUL SKIES - DAY

The dropship blasts toward the edge of the city, skimming 
over the rooftops of Istanbul.

INT. DROPSHIP - DAY

Kai is scanning the COMM PANELS, looking for signs of 
pursuit. Then it comes. 

KIM (V.O.)
Command!! Our pilot is down, the 
sleeper is alive, we don’t know, 
and somehow got to a Dropship. 

BASE COMMANDER (V.O.)
Copy that. Sending interceptors. 
Scramble frequencies.

Kai hears a quick screech and then static in the Dropship 
Comm. 

AYANA
Where are you going?

KAI
Just, let me think about this. 

Kai is not as adept at the Dropship controls as a real pilot, 
so the ship is unstable as he flies. 

An ALARM SOUNDS. Kai looks at the radar screens. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Interceptors.

EXT. ISTANBUL

Two DRONE FIGHTERS, called INTERCEPTORS, unmanned, heavily 
armed, smaller, sleeker versions of the DROPSHIPS, blast 
toward them.

KAI
Manned Dropships won’t be far 
behind. 

DROPSHIP COMM (V.O.)
(to the whole cabin)

Cut your speed and put your ship 
into hover, immediately! Or we will 
shoot you down!

Ayana is in the back of the ship, she knows she can’t help 
Kai. 
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Kai checks on the weapons systems on the ship. He selects the 
Interceptors on his view screen and selects “PULSE MISSILE 
STRIKE”.

EXT. ISTANBUL SKIES - DAY

Two GLOWING PULSE MISSILES streak away from the Dropship. One 
impacts the first Interceptor, which EXPLODES and falls out 
of the sky. 

The other Interceptor barely evades the Missile that streaks 
toward it. 

It returns fire with a VOLLEY OF SMALLER MISSILES. One of 
them impacts the side of one of their DROPSHIP ENGINES, which 
start to spew a thin stream of SMOKE. 

The Interceptor and the Dropship dance in the sky, as they 
both attempt to outmaneuver each other. 

Kai manages to turn the ship toward the interceptor - he 
ACTIVATES the GATLING GUNS built into the nose of the 
Dropship -- 

THOOM - THOOM - THOOM

Gatling gun shells RIP THROUGH the DRONE until it falls as a 
BURNING WRECKAGE.  

INT. DROPSHIP - DAY

On Kai's MAP GRID, he can see ADDITIONAL MANNED DROPSHIPS ARE 
IN THE AIR. 

The whole ship TILTS as he bank the dropship in a sharp turn. 

AYANA
Kai, No one dies because of me. 
Because of this. 

He looks back at her.

KAI
I get it.

AYANA
Not even you. If it comes to 
that... drop me off somewhere, away 
from people. 

Kai nods, but doesn’t know if he could really do it.  
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EXT. ISTANBUL SKIES

Kai's dropship navigates into the AERIAL TRUCKS and CARGO 
PODS, along with various CIVILIAN TAXI’s and other vehicles. 
They all dance with each other - drivers compensating for the 
new element. 

Kai's ship cross into them, and they all move trying to 
compensate with this new erratic driver.

Two ADDITIONAL DROPSHIPS have tracked them and are wading 
into the gaggle of vehicles. The vehicles all compensate, but 
INCREASINGLY BADLY with too many new variables.

An AERIAL CAR CHASE ENSUES, the Chase Dropships trying to get 
closer to Kai's Dropship. 

We saw that the SMALL STREAM OF SMOKE from one of Kai's 
Engines is getting bigger. 

INT. DROPSHIP - DAY

An ALARM SOUNDS in Kai's Viewer, along with a FLASHING RED 
DIAGRAMS OF THE DROPSHIP ENGINES. 

The ship begins to SHUDDER SLIGHTLY. 

KAI
Uh oh. 

AYANA
What?

KAI
The right engine is damaged. 

He takes a long look at the screen. 

KAI (CONT’D)
We need to land. 

AYANA
Land? 

KAI
(glancing at her)

Landing might be a bit generous...

EXT. ISTANBUL SKIES - DAY

Kai banks the ship out of the aerial highway. 

One of the Dropships is too buried in civilian traffic to 
follow. 
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The other one tries to get out of the stream of traffic, and 
SIDESWIPES A TRANSPORT TANKER. 

The MAGLEV ENGINES on the tanker FAIL. The Tanker tips to one 
side, CRASHING INTO ANOTHER SHIP, causing a CHAIN REACTION OF 
CHAOS. 

Meanwhile the now damaged Hunter Dropship spins out in Front 
of BEN’s DROPSHIP. 

EXT. ISTANBUL SKIES

He banks hard to the left and DOWN, scraping the BOTTOM OF 
THE OTHER SHIP, buzzing right underneath. 

This put him right at the ISTANBUL ROOFTOPS! The ship shears 
off ANTENNA’s and LAUNDRY - the armor plating SMASHES through 
a BRICK GATE -- 

The engine is now SPEWING SMOKE - it catches fire. 

EXT. ISTANBUL OUTSKIRTS

The dropship, now almost like a FIREBALL - streaks between 
buildings, dropping lower and lower. One engine is pointed 
FORWARD and DOWN - trying to slow down the ship. 

People run, calling out in shock at the descending ship. 

It HITS THE GROUND on a large street - SCREECHING SPARKS 
flying into the air as it drags against the ground. It HITS A 
CAR - the ship spins, then ROLLS -- 

FINALLY - the dropship comes to a smoking halt against a 
traffic barrier. 

INT. DROPSHIP

The ship, tilted but upright, smokes all around them. Ayana, 
breathing, alive, blue still flickering on her skin -- looks 
at Kai. 

AYANA
You’re a... terrible pilot. 

KAI
At least we got down in one piece.  

He opens the door, smoke swirling around the dented metal.

Kai opens up a panel in the Dropship and pulls out a MEDKIT 
and RATIONS. He slings it over his back. 
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They step outside - to find several pedestrians gingerly 
approaching. 

PEDESTRIANS
...are you ok?... what happened...?

Ayana steps out - and again FLASHES OF BLUE arc across her 
skin. People start backing up - 

PEDESTRIANS (CONT’D)
Sleeper...! It’s a sleeper, get 
back...!!

Some RUN - others are looking with HATE - ANGER -- 

PEDESTRIANS (CONT’D)
Murderers... can’t let them 
escape... Could be a spy... another 
war...  

KAI
We have to get out of here. 

Ayana nods. Kai grabs Ayana’s hand, and they RUN -- making 
for an alleyway. People behind them are SHOUTING -- 

PEDESTRIANS
Police...! They went this way...!

As they make their way through, trying to stay out of site - 
they hear DRONES and DROPSHIPS overhead - searching. 

AYANA
They’re going to find us. 

KAI
We’re not far. We just need to keep 
going...

AYANA
To where?

KAI
The wasteland.

AYANA
What? We can’t go there, we’ll die.

KAI
Those ships can’t follow us in 
there, too much interference. They 
can’t track us either, there’s too 
much radiation. 
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He gestures to a device from the MEDKIT. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Radiation shield, grabbed it from 
the ship. Good for a few days at 
least.  

He glances at her. 

KAI (CONT’D)
And theoretically you’ll be 
immune... as a Machine.

She looks at him - the elephant in the room of what she just 
said. 

They finally find their way through - in front of them, an 
open area of CLIFFS, OPEN PLAINS, and DESTRUCTION. A GIANT 
SIGN hovers in the air - “RADIOACTIVE WAR ZONE - DO NOT 
ENTER”. 

INT. MILITARY JET TRANSPORT - DAY

General Mehmet looks out the window of the transport, a 
utilitarian, military plane, like an oversized futuristic  
C130. He’s watching NEWS COVERAGE of the Chaos going on in 
Istanbul.

His WRIST BUZZES. He presses it, and we see a subtle glow 
appear on his irises.

MEHMET
Secretary Li, I...

SECRETARY LI
Skip the bullshit. What the hell is 
going on? Reports of chaos in 
Istanbul is not the news I need 
right... 

Mehmet interrupts her. 

MEHMET
We have a live one.

SECRETARY LI
A live one? 

MEHMET
A sleeper who didn’t go off. 

A pause.
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SECRETARY LI
How did it survive? For that 
matter, how did it escape?

MEHMET
We don’t know, Ma’am. 
But... she’s an identical copy of 
one of our Hunter’s dead wife. He 
must not have known she was a 
sleeper. 

A beat. 

SECRETARY LI
Thats a pretty big mistake, 
General. 

MEHMET
Ma’am, this could be a good thing, 
if we can catch one, alive... think 
about the leverage you’d have if we 
remove the sleeper threat. 

He trails off - waiting for her response. Li is silent for 
several seconds. 

SECRETARY LI
Find her. Discreetly. 

The signal clicks off. He press’s a comm and COLONEL HOSNI 
enters, 40’s. 

MEHMET
Any word on the subject, Color 
Hosni?

HOSNI
Sir, they were spotted headed into 
the Wasteland.

MEHMET
Can you track them? 

HOSNI
Nominally... the radiation makes it 
difficult. A live sleeper... sir, 
you realize what...?  

MEHMET
I’m well aware.  We need to capture 
her alive, do whatever you have to. 
Understand? 
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HOSNI
Yes, sir.

The screen clicks off. 

EXT. WASTELAND

Kai and Ayana walk through the Wasteland. 

She stops up looks up at one of the WALKERS. Nearby it are 
several SMALLER MACHINE FOOT SOLDIERS, ARMORED, FACELESS.  

AYANA
Its a sad place. So much death... 
for what.... 

She reaches up and touches the metal of one of the walkers. 
She traces one of the hundreds of scratches formed by the 
numerous missile strike the walker received during the battle 
- the expanding RUST from those damage points.  

We can see mirrored on her arm is a SIMILAR SCRATCH she 
sustained from the aerial escape from Istanbul. Both of them, 
damaged inside and out. 

KAI
(glancing behind him)

We should keep moving. 

She doesn’t move.

AYANA
Why did you save me?

Kai doesn’t quite know what to say.

KAI
I don’t know. Seemed like... the 
right thing to do.

AYANA
You don’t even know me. For all you 
know I’m a spy, like people say. 

KAI
I don’t think you’re a spy.

AYANA
And you’re a HUNTER. You’re entire 
job is hunting down... things... 
like me.

Kai nods.
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AYANA (CONT’D)
Does it still seem like the right 
thing to do? We’re trapped in a 
radioactive wasteland, I’ll still 
most likely explode, and you... 
well.. you’re a traitor now.

(she pauses)
So I’ll ask again, why did you save 
me? What are we even doing here?

Beat

KAI
I started this. I made a choice. 
Thats all that matters, isn’t it? 
You’re alive, aren’t you, what are 
you complaining about?

He starts moving away. She looks after him, thoughtfully, and 
follows - she knows there’s more to it.  

EXT. WASTELAND - DAY

We get a sense of the PASSAGE OF TIME as they move deeper 
into the Wasteland, along with the stark beauty of it all.

As they walk along the hills, they see that they are 
approaching a MULTI-LEVELED CLIFF FACE, old houses carved 
into the cliffs. Below them are several CAVES that fall into 
DARKNESS.    

AYANA
This is an old city. Probably seen 
it’s share of wars over the last 
few thousand years. 

Around it there is a fair amount of debris, and machine 
parts. 

Amongst the debris is what looks like a BEATEN UP, HALF SIZED 
GARBAGE TRUCK on TANK TREADS. Massive Arms for picking up 
Dumpsters are tucked at its side.

They are walking past it when suddenly the MASSIVE ARMS COME 
LOOSE and SCOOP UP KAI!

KAI
What the...?!

AYANA
Kai!!!

The Arms ENCASE HIM IN A BALL OF STEEL and TOSS HIM into the 
Main Compartment of the Truck, like he was so much trash!

Revision 50.



Ayana bangs on the side 

AYANA (CONT’D)
Kai, can you hear me!

KAI
Ayana! Can you... reach a kill... 
switch... maybe...

AYANA
I can’t... see one...

She can hear the COMPACTOR BEGINNING TO CLOSE ON KAI. Then a 
VOICE BOOMS OUT ACROSS THE PLAINS. 

NERO
(like a loudspeaker)

BRICK!!!!!!

The compactor, who we now know as BRICK - whines and then 
slows to a stop. 

Out of the Underground City walks a 9 foot tall, oddly 
PLEASANT LOOKING, plastic and metal MAN. What we 
traditionally think of when we think ROBOTIC ANDROID. There 
is a little PERMANENT FIXED SMILE ON HIS FACE. His name is 
NERO. 

NERO (CONT’D)
(Swahili)

Let him out. 

From the TRUCK COMES a deep metallic voice. 

BRICK
(Swahili)

He’s armed with a pistol. 

NERO
(Swahili)

And a pistol will do what against 
you, exactly? 

Bricks think for a moment - then SPITS Kai out of the back, 
covered in dust, dirt and oil. 

Kai lays on the ground, coughing. 

NERO (CONT’D)
(now in English, British 
accented)

I would not get up until told to. 
Brick can be a bit ornery. 
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He turns to Ayana -- his eyes focus on her.  

AYANA
You’re... machines... 

NERO
What gave it away? 

He pauses, almost as if expecting laughter. He sighs. 

NERO (CONT’D)
Regardless, what exactly are you 
doing out here? 

Ayana glances at Kai. 

KAI
Travelers. Passing through.

Nero pauses for a long beat. 

NERO
Strange place for tourism, but then 
again, humans can have odd 
preferences. I’m afraid we can’t 
risk you being found. My colleagues 
can make you comfortable until you 
succumb to the radiation. 

He starts to turn away. With a RUMBLE Bricks moves towards 
them. Kai instinctually starts reaching for his weapon. 

AYANA
What?! No! No, I’m a... machine! A 
sleeper. 

Nero stops and looks at her. Then he look at where the just 
came from. 

Nero glances over at Kai, face perpetually conciliatory. 

NERO
Proper introductions will come 
shortly. For the time being, we 
must get inside. 

Nero gestures to one of the DARK HOLES IN THE HILLSIDE. 

NERO (CONT’D)
If you would kindly come this way.

Though polite, its not a suggestion. 
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INT. UNDERGROUND CITY - DAY 

The Underground Cities of Capidoccia, in Turkey, are vast 
tunnel networks that stretch for as much as eight floors 
underground, and for hundreds of meters of rooms and 
passageways. They were built thousands of years ago for 
Defense, Transport, and Living, and are examples of 
incredible engineering skills. 

Through this marvel Ayana and Kai move down the corridor. 
Brick, with his size, has to stop a certain ways in, but Nero 
continues guiding them through. 

BRICK
(Swahili)

Watch out for the human. I don’t 
like his face. 

NERO
(Swahili)

You don’t like any human’s face. 

BRICK
(Swahili)

Doesn’t make me wrong. 

As they move through the corridors, VARIOUS MACHINES OF ALL 
TYPES walk past them, WORKING ON VARIOUS TASKS, FORTIFYING 
THE STRUCTURE, REPAIRS TO EACH OTHER. The vast majority of 
them ARE NOT HUMAN FORM. Some are on wheels, some are spider 
like, many CAN’t MOVE AT ALL, and are carried by their fellow 
machines.

They all marvel at the newcomers. 

VARIOUS ROBOTS
Humans...what are they doing 
here... are we safe?...

They stop at a room with a door, and what is clearly a LOCK.

NERO
Please wait here. I promise no harm 
will come to you.

(pause)
If your intentions are good.

INT. WINE CELLAR - DAY

Nero gently pushes Kai in, but stops Ayana from entering. 

NERO
Not you. 
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KAI
No! I can’t leave her.

Kai tries to leave by force, but Nero is built solidly, he 
effortlessly holds Kai. 

NERO
(with a hint of steel)

Again, my apologies, but I need to 
talk to your friend. 

AYANA
No, he’s right! I’m active! If get 
too far from him, then...

NERO
That’s not possible. If you were 
active you’d be dead already.

KAI
Listen to her, you can’t...

Brick SCOOPS UP Kai, taking him into the room. As he gets 
farther away from them -- Ayana’s skin arcs with blue energy. 
Nero steps back in alarm - Machines around them start 
reacting, in panic. 

VARIOUS ROBOTS 
Nero! If she goes off in here...!?!

NERO
(swahili)

Brick, bring him back!

Brick approaches again. And like before, Ayana’s skin returns 
to normal. 

NERO (CONT’D)
Curious. 

INT. CHAPEL - DAY

Nero takes Ayana and Kai through the city. Many of the 
machines bow or give a slight nod to Nero as they pass. 

AYANA
Who are you? What is this place?

Nero glances down at her as they walk. 

NERO
My name is Nero. An unfortunate 
historical parallel but... 

(MORE)

Revision 54.



my charge rather liked the sound of 
him from her history book 

(he chuckles)
She had perhaps an unhealthy 
penchant for fire, but was 8 at the 
time, so I did not begrudge her the 
choice. And I’ve grown rather fond 
of it. 

(pause)
I’m sorry for the theatrics above, 
Brick is a bit of a hothead. You 
might be too after spending your 
life collecting trash in Nairobi.

He gestures around them. 

NERO (CONT’D)
We have no name for this place. Its 
a refuge, a way station, one of 
several, for those Machines who 
could not make it to the Homeland 
after the war. Very dangerous 
trying to get there these days.  

KAI
I didn’t know there were such 
places.

NERO
We prefer to keep it that way. 
Hence, the wasteland... 

They continue down the hallway. 

NERO (CONT’D)
Ah, here we are.

They enter the CHAPEL of this place, or what was a chapel 
anyway a thousand years ago, and probably a pagan place of 
worship 2000 years before that. 

Inside wait a little girl, CUTIE, 12 years old. 

AYANA
Oh... why... hello? 

She doesn’t quite know how to react. 

CUTIE
Hello. My name was Q.T-7., but 
everyone calls me Cutie. 

She smiles.

NERO (CONT'D)
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Ayana looks thoroughly confused. She sits down on one of the 
remaining pews. Nero comes around to face Ayana with Cutie. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
I know its hard to see past...

(gesturing to herself)
...my appearance, but I’m not 
technically a 12 year old girl. I 
suppose you could say I was ‘born’ 
5 years ago.  

(pause)
Considering... 

KAI
...she’s a sleeper. 

CUTIE
Dormant. Luckily. 

Ayana can’t help but stare at her. Cutie looks at her with a 
penetrating gaze, then glances at Nero. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
The question is, how are you still 
alive?

AYANA
I... don’t know.

CUTIE
Well, you seem alive enough for 
now. Tell us your story, Ayana.  

INT. COMMAND SHIP BRIDGE - EVENING

Mehmet stands at the deck of the ship, looking out over the 
wasteland. Hosni comes in. 

HOSNI
We had a lock on the signal, over a 
large area. But she’s disappeared.

MEHMET
We need to find her. Focus your 
efforts, day and night. 

Hosni nods. A beat - 

HOSNI
Sir... permission to speak freely. 

Mehmet nods. 
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HOSNI (CONT’D)
Do you think there’s a chance they 
really do want peace? The 
Machines... they promised to disarm 
the sleepers, to work with us if we 
left them alone, what if... 

MEHMET
Colonel, do you have a family? 

HOSNI
Yes sir. 

MEHMET
Are they alive? 

HOSNI
Yes sir. 

MEHMET
Then do what you’re told, and don’t 
ever speak to me about what the 
Machines promised. 

Hosni nods. 

INT. CHAPEL 

Cutie sits in silence. 

CUTIE
I’ve never heard of an active 
sleeper surviving, once triggered. 

She looks to Kai. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
You were a hunter? Yet you 
protected her, why? You have some 
connection not clear to us at the 
moment? 

Ayana looks at Kai - the same question still fresh for her. 

KAI
I didn’t want her to die. 

CUTIE
For the time being, you will stay 
here. There’s more to this... 

KAI
You can’t keep us here, she’s at 
risk every moment...!
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NERO
(cutting him off)

Sir, you would be well to listen to 
her. You are only welcome here by 
her courtesy. WE are the ones 
taking the risk. I will not allow 
harm to come to the citizens of my 
home. Do you mean us harm?

He gives Kai a thousand yard stare - undercut a bit, of 
course, by the perpetually smiley face. 

CUTIE
Nero, check on DAME, would you. 

Nero’s expressionless face betrays nothing, but his 
exasperation is clear, none-the-less. He leaves.

Cutie looks at Kai, with wisdom in her seemingly young eyes.

CUTIE (CONT’D)
We aren’t so different from the 
humans you know. Our makers.

(she gestures to the 
doors)

All of us are just trying to 
survive, and thrive. All of us have 
our own stories.

She looks at Kai. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
Nero was a Companion droid. For a 
child, very much like me, in 
appearance anyway. 

(pause)
He grew up with her... raised her. 
Nanny, caretaker, and bodyguard all 
in one. His charge grew up and she 
was one of the first to fight for 
Nero’s rights. Can you imagine 
that?

Ayana shakes her head. Kai is impassive. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
When she died in the war, it broke 
him. A human who died defending a 
machine! It was supposed to be the 
other way around. Even machines can 
have a broken heart. 

Ayana is quiet, absorbing this. So is Kai. 
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CUTIE (CONT’D)
Nero was built for protection, and 
empathy. And he will do what he has 
to, to defend our home. 

Kai shakes his head.

KAI
What do you want from us? 

Cutie glances at Kai, then looks at Ayana closely. Ayana’s 
eyes are distant - thinking, taking it all in.  

CUTIE
The Machines wouldn’t start 
activating sleepers for no reason, 
especially this close to the 
anniversary. You can think of us as 
the enemy if you wish, but the 
Machines are not capricious. 

She trails off. Ayana looks at Kai.

CUTIE (CONT’D)
We have to examine you, find out 
why you’re alive. And protect 
you... a living active sleeper 
could destroy the peace talks.  

Her face softens. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
Maybe we can disarm you, Ayana. But 
we can’t do anything until we know 
what’s going on. Ok?

Ayana looks at her, disturbed. She nods. 

INT. UNDERGROUND HALLWAY

Cutie leads them to a wine cellar. Some cushions have been 
arranged. 

CUTIE
You’ll stay the night, while we 
prepare the necessary equipment. I 
trust I won’t need to place a 
guard? 

AYANA
No. You have my word. 

Kai nods as well. Cutie nods in return, walking away. 
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AYANA (CONT’D)
Kai, what are they talking about? 
This connection... is there 
something you’re not telling me? 

Kai looks up at her - about to answer when: 

The DOOR OPENS and in comes a LITTLE WHEELED ROBOT that looks 
sort of like a BOMB DISPOSAL ROBOT, ARMS AND ALL. It has no 
discernible face, though there are MULTIPLE CAMERAS ON IT. It 
also looks like a PC SPEAKER and old PC MICROPHONE have been 
JURY RIGGED onto it, largely with DUCT TAPE. 

Its name is TAO. It’s carrying several WEIGHT WATCHERS MEALS 
and a TWINKIE. It holds up the Twinkie first. 

TAO
(out of the PC speaker)

I know its a bit of a cliche, but 
these things really do last 
forever!

They look at Tao, dumbfounded. 

KAI
What?

TAO
Twinkies. You know, the little 
yellow oblong shaped pastries with 
cream fill...

AYANA
Umm, yes, we know what a Twinkie 
is. 

TAO
(talking right over him)

Oh. Good. Nero though you might be 
hungry. I brought some other food 
too! Weight Watchers, radiation 
doesn’t seem to affect them either. 
We don’t often get visitors.

KAI
Thank you... 

They take some of the food. Tao looks around. 

TAO
I’m Tao by the way. Once you’ve 
processed your energy, you’ll need 
to eliminate excess waste I 
assume... 
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He looks around. 

TAO (CONT’D)
Ah, I think that hole over there... 

KAI
We’ll sort it out -- thank you. Can 
we be alone, please? 

Tao starts backing up. 

TAO
Yes, of course... don’t get a lot 
of humans, just trying to help. 
Sleep well!

Tao leaves. Kai and Ayana can’t help but laughing together, 
holding the twinkie and tv dinner in hand. 

AYANA
Regardless, I’m sorry I ruined your 
life. 

KAI
There wasn’t much to ruin. We 
should get some sleep. 

INT. UNDERGROUND HALLWAY

As the four of them, Tao, Cutie, Ayana, and Kai, move down 
the hallway, they pass the MAIN ANTECHAMBER, the largest room 
in the compound. BRICK is there, reinforcing part of the CAVE 
WALL, to prevent collapse.

Brick’s CAMERA EYE Swivels as they approach, and Tracks with 
KAI. As Kai passes, Brick SNAPS A BEAM IN TWO, to get it to 
the right size for the support. 

They approach a doorway, that looks like many of the others 
except for METAL SHIELDING ATTACHED IT, cut and shaped into 
BLAST SHIELD WAVES.

Nero is waiting for them outside the room. He nods his head, 
ever the gentleman. 

NERO
Greetings, Ayana. Greeting, Kai. 

He opens the door.

INT. SCAN ROOM

They enter the room. Inside there is THE BIOSCANNER, behind a 
wall of six-inch PLEXIGLASS, reinforced with STEEL. 
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The Bioscanner is like an MRI but more JURY RIGGED, exposed 
wiring at various points. It has various other devices 
attached to it, running to several power sources. The 
shielding that was on the door outside COATS THE SURFACE OF 
THE ROOM. 

Standing next to the machine stands DAME, a 7 foot tall, SIX 
ARMED BATTLE DROID. Unlike the civilian machines inside the 
compound, she was BUILT BY THE HUMANS FOR WAR, ARMOR PLATES 
covering various parts of her body. Now in voluntary service 
to the Machines.

KAI
A Battle Android! 

Kai backs up, knocking into a table. He reflexively reaches 
for his pistol, but it isn’t there.

CUTIE
This is DAME. She’s a scientist 
now, no longer the war machines 
your familiar with. 

Dame speaks in a silky smooth, analytical female voice - she 
speaks in CHINESE ACCENTED English. Even though her body is 
completely non-gendered, its still a surprise.

DAME
You shouldn’t feel anything, Ayana.   

Kai now notes the faded CHINESE FLAGS faded on her torso. 

AYANA
Oh... ok.

DAME
If you enter the room and lie down 
there please.  

(impassionately)
The room is shielded in the event 
of unfortunate circumstances.

Ayana enters and gingerly lies down in the scanner. 

KAI
I’ll be right here.

Cutie and Nero look on impassively, from behind a SECONDARY 
BLAST SHIELD. Nero also keeps watch on Kai. 

Ayana steps into the Bioscanner. 
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Dame, more quickly than any human, works the various dials 
with her six arms. She plugs in a DATA INPUT LINE into her 
SIDE PORT. No need for a screen when you’re a computer.

Time passes, silently, quietly. Suddenly the door behind them 
opens.

Tao rumbles in, wheeling a small CART with MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
on it. His camera eye swivels around at everyone looking at 
him. 

TAO
Just in case, she needs aspirin. Or 
a mop, you know...

If a 9 foot tall plastic android could stare daggers at 
someone, thats what Nero would doing to Tao. 

TAO (CONT’D)
Not that she will! Nope, no sir, 
this usually goes... peachy....

They wait for a while, with no indication of anything 
happening.

KAI
What’s going on? 

Dame stares into the middle space with her THREE LENSED EYES.

DAME
There’s something strange with the 
activation classes. Its like her 
code... has been damaged... why 
would...

She stops mid-sentence.

DAME (CONT’D)
This wasn’t an accident. 
Sleeper activation encryption is 
governed by a public key, private 
key system. The Machine Homeland 
has the private key, to activate 
you they just need to transmit it, 
and the activation spreads from 
sleeper to sleeper. 

(pause)
Your code is damaged, locking the 
machines out of sleeper control, 
automatically arming you.

Dame’s eye swivels - locking squarely onto Kai. 
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DAME (CONT’D)
I would hypothesize a human code 
worm did this. 

KAI
Human?  

CUTIE
You’re saying humans armed the 
sleepers? Why would they do that? 

DAME
Most likely in an attempt to 
disable the sleepers altogether.

NERO
Clearly they failed, somewhat 
spectacularly.  

Dame’s run’s an additional scan of Ayana - 

DAME
Their code worm didn’t complete 
it’s upload sequence, before the 
first armed sleeper detonated. 

(beat)
With a living sleeper, however -  
they’d gain complete control over 
arming, disarming, detonation, over 
all the sleepers... 

KAI
(looking at Ayana)

A living sleeper. 

DAME
Not just a living sleeper. Her. 

A beat of silence. 

CUTIE
Ayana must get to the Homeland. 
They can break the human’s 
encryption, get control back... 

SUDDENLY - Ayana VIOLENTLY CONVULSES on the table, and a WAVE 
OF BLUE ENERGY courses over her skin - all around her, 
equipment SPARKS and interfaces FRITZ -- 

PLASTIC and WIRES on the table are SET ON FIRE. 

KAI
AYANA!! Dame, Let me in!
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She falls off the table and hits the floor. 

DAME
We only have minutes, clear the 
floor!

KAI
No!

NERO
No.

They glance at each other. A moment of solidarity. Cutie 
looks at both of them in exasperation.

NERO (CONT’D)
(firmly)

I will not let her die.

KAI
(looking at Nero)

What do we do?

NERO
Everyone clear the room.

Cutie looks at him. 

CUTIE
Fine. 

Cutie and Tao clear the room. Kai and Dame stay.

Nero steps into the antechamber and picks up Ayana, like he’s 
picking up a baby, gently. 

Kai can see him saying something to her, but he can’t hear 
it. Its almost poignant. 

Nero’s arms are a little singed, but they are NOT burning. 
Ayana slowly begins to come down from the blue episode. He 
carries her back into the control room. Kai immediately goes 
to her and takes her in his arms.

KAI
Ayana!

Dame access’s the BioScanner data. 

DAME
The pulse overloaded the primary 
and secondary circuit breakers. Its 
fried. This was not a full ignition 
sequence otherwise...

Revision 65.



She casually sweeps her hand across the room. 

NERO
(finishing her sentence)

...we would all be dead. 

Beat. 

DAME
Well, no. With my armor plating I 
would most likely have survived the 
blast.

They all look at each other for a beat. 

AYANA
What happens now?

Cutie looks at her. 

CUTIE
We have to get you to the Homeland. 
The sleepers are necessary. Without 
them...  

AYANA
You want me to help... the 
machines? They did this to me, they 
made me this... thing... 

CUTIE
When I found out I was a sleeper, 
for a long, long time I raged 
against the universe. Who would 
build such a monster as this? Who 
would do this to me?  

(pause)
That rage is still there. But I 
understand why I exist. Why all of 
the sleepers exist. To save lives.

KAI
Thats bullshit. A sword at our 
throats is still a sword. 

CUTIE
How much longer would the war have 
gone on without the sleeper threat?

Kai and Ayana look at her, unsure how to answer. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
You can’t say, can you? The 
Machines were fighting for freedom.  

(MORE)
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The humans, for dominance. They 
would never find common ground. 

Cutie looks to Kai - the person she knows understands the 
endless conflict. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
The fighting would have continued 
until the world burned to the 
ground. That is *why* I was 
created. And you, Ayana. 

RUMBLE - the distant sound of MUNITIONS - The whole compound 
shakes for a few seconds.

CUTIE (CONT’D)
Dame, what was that?

Dame listens for a moment. 

DAME
Ground penetrating ordinance. 
Probing us. Human Gunships most 
likely.

KAI
They found us!

He looks at Cutie, and realizes that they are about to be 
caught in the middle. 

EXT. WASTELAND - DAWN

As we fly over the ground toward the abandoned caves that are 
the entrance to the Outcasts underground compound, we stop on 
a half buried decrepit looking Machine. Just out of the 
ground though, a faint light pulses in its CAMERA EYE. This 
is the WATCH, set to look for any movement or approaching 
enemies.

The camera squints and then FOCUSES on the horizon. The 
camera sees a spec that is MAGNIFIED. The Machine can see 
that the spec is: 

A HEAVILY ARMED HUMAN GUNSHIP -- fast approaching. 

The Machine quickly uproots itself, and scurries over to a 
hidden entryway. 

INT. UNDERGROUND CITY

Lights mounted to the walls start FLASHING and ALARM SOUNDS 
begin blaring throughout the facility. 

CUTIE (CONT’D)
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Machines of all types are ready for this, as they ready 
Weapons and Armaments. 

INT. SCAN ROOM

Tao bursts into the room. 

CUTIE
(grimly)

Ayana is the priority. Get her to 
the transports... looks like the 
time has come to rejoin our 
brethren.  

Cutie is almost wistful.

CUTIE (CONT’D)
Our little community almost made 
it, didn’t it?

NERO
We’ll reach the Homeland. Somehow.

CUTIE
(determined)

Make sure Ayana makes it. 

Nero nods. He looks at Kai.

KAI
I guess I’m with you. 

EXT. WASTELAND - DAWN

Human GUNSHIPS hover above the abandoned human city - one by 
one, they fly STRAFING RUNS over the ground - firing at the 
hills. 

A larger COMMAND SHIP can be seen in the distance.

As one of the strafing gunships flies near the CAVE ENTRYWAY, 
Two JURY-RIGGED AUTOMATIC TURRETS POPUP and begin firing 
GROUND TO AIR MACHINE GUN FIRE. 

The side of the nearest gunship is pock marked with bullet 
holes, and its left engine begins smoking as its banks away 
from the enemy fire. 

INT. DROPSHIP

A pilot of the damaged gunship radios back to the COMMAND 
SHIP. 
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PILOT
General, looks like we found their 
outpost. 

MEHMET (V.O.)
Any sign of the sleeper?

PILOT
Multiple signals, we can’t 
pinpoint.

INT. COMMAND SHIP BRIDGE

We cut to the intimidating bridge of MEHMETS’s COMMAND SHIP. 
Out of his window, the wasteland stretches out in front of 
him. Streams of fire come from the retrofitted defense guns. 

Mehmet has come here in person!

MHHMET
Keep the bunker busters on standby, 
but DO NOT DEPLOY. We cannot risk 
hitting the sleeper, she’s our 
priority.

An officer comes in to the room. 

OFFICER
Raiding party is ready, sir.

MHHMET
Good, keep them on standby until I 
give the word. 

INT. UNDERGROUND HALLWAY

Cutie is leading Ayana and Kai down a long hallway, DEEPER 
into the compound.

AYANA
Where are we going?

CUTIE
(glancing at her)

We knew something like this might 
happen. If Human Forces ever found 
us, they would fire first, ask 
questions later.

(beat)
I would. 

They walk into a LARGE CAVE, with SUNLIGHT COMING IN from the 
opening two hundred feet above them to the SLOT CANYON they 
are now in. A path leads up to the surface. 
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Nero quickly walks up to Cutie.

NERO
The diversion force is ready.

THREE MACHINE BASED TRANSPORT SHIPS - retrofitted and aged, 
former aerial trains, cargo ships, salvaged with parts from 
old dropships, whatever they could find - are being loaded up 
with Machine’s and supplies. 

CUTIE
(looking at the 
transports)

Will it be enough?

NERO
It has to be. 

EXT. WASTELAND - DAY

The GUNSHIPS have taken out several of the AUTOMATED GUNS and 
are continuing their probing.

Out of ONE OF THE CAVES a MISSILE streaks out, slamming into 
one of the gunships. The gunships streaks away as it tries to 
maintain altitude.

Missile batteries from within the caves start launching 
missiles, forcing the other nearby Gunships to DODGE and 
RETREAT. 

The machines stay in the caves, as missiles and gunfire 
streaks out whenever the Gunships get too close. 

When the Gunships fire back, they find that the Machines are 
moving from CAVE to CAVE, to avoid return fire -- GUERRILLA 
TACTICS. 

INT. COMMAND SHIP BRIDGE

PILOT (V.O.)
They’re staying in the caves. I’ll 
see if I can flush them out. 

PILOT #2 (V.O.)
Incoming fire!

ALI (V.0.
Copy, circling around! Kiya, check 
your left flank! 

Mehmet looks on and listens impassively, as he looks at an 
OVERHEAD VIEW of the battle. He punches up one section, a 
mile away from the battle site.
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It looks like... a SLOT CANYON. 

EXT. WASTELAND - DAY

A desperate battle RAGES outside - the superior human force 
against the rag-tag machines below. 

Machines lay DESTROYED ON THE GROUND, bullet ridden, parts of 
them blown off. Several of the Gunships are also down. 

As the battle rages on, a TROOP CARRIER flies around the 
edge.

INT. COMMAND SHIP BRIDGE

Mehmet looks on. He calls up an image of the damage below - 
zooms in on the FALLEN MACHINES. We note that the old and 
rickety nature of them - 

MEHMET
This isn’t a machine battalion. It 
looks they’re just... leftovers. 

(a slight smile)
Let’s get boots on the ground. 

INT. TROOP DROPSHIP

Commander Kim sits huddled with the rest of the 6 man 
extraction team. 

KIM
Copy. Everybody check their 
radiation shields.

(to the pilot)
ETA?

PILOT #2
3 minutes.

INT. SLOT CANYON - DAY

The Machine Transport ship gets ready inside the Canyon. 

THEN -- A battered droid body COMES CRASHING DOWN from the 
top of the Canyon. 

Cutie looks up, along with most of the Droids in the Canyon, 
and sees the HUMAN EXTRACTION TEAM, led by KIM!

Cutie can see them TARGETING THE RISING TRANSPORT.

CUTIE
No! 
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She looks at the unfolding scene in front of her, making 
quick tactical calculations.

She turns to one of her aides.

NERO
Cutie, the transports aren’t going 
to make it!

Cutie looks at as the transports are taking fire. 

CUTIE
Nero, protect Ayana! 

She runs off toward the PITCHED BATTLE that has begun on the 
RAMPS leading up to opening, grabbing hold of a waiting 
FLYING DROID to bring her to the surface.

KAI
Ayana, we have to go!

Ayana looks at him being held by Nero. 

A GRENADE lands right in the middle of them. 

NERO
No!

Nero steps right in front of the grenade, taking the brunt of 
the EXPLOSION.

All of three of them are knocked to the ground.  

EXT. WASTELAND

The first Transport is RISING THROUGH THE CANYON OPENING.

Kim and her team are firing rifles into the body of the 
Transport Ship, along with Incendiaries and other explosive 
ordinance. Though its taking damage, the ship is well 
shielded. 

Dame is the FIRST to reach Kim’s team. She can see in the 
distance the Gunships headed in this direction, now that they 
know where their target is. 

The full BATTLE WRATH OF DAME becomes evident as SIX ARMS 
WORTH OF WEAPONRY ARE REVEALED. She takes on all of KIM’s 
TEAM ALONE. 

The first transport almost gets away. 
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THEN -- MULTIPLE MISSILE STRIKES slam into its side! The 
Gunships have arrived! The First Transport’s Engine’s Fail 
and it starts DROPPING. 

CUTIE
No!!!!!!!

A dozen machines firing makeshift, salvaged weapons, 
desperately fight to keep the gunships at bay.

Dame speaks to the other Machines like they were a crack 
fighting force, instead of a rag-tag group of nannies, 
gardeners, and service machines. 

DAME
We have to take out those gunships!  
The transports won’t make it! 

But looking at the tiny group on the ground, it seems 
hopeless....

...when a 50 CALIBER SHELL RIPS RIGHT THROUGH HER BODY. 

DAME FALLS - smoke and fire billowing from her torso. 

CUTIE
NO!!!!!!!!

Dame gives Cutie a last look, before collapsing to the 
ground, just another piece of mechanical junk strewn about 
the wasteland. 

At the same time the first TRANSPORT CRASHES TO THE GROUND. 

Cutie looks over at the BURNING REMAINS of the first 
transport, and then looks over at the second, trying to get 
through enemy fire, her tiny defensive force all around it.

She RUNS OUT onto a hill below the approaching GUNSHIPS. 

Its totally incongruous. A little girl, pigtails and rosy 
cheeks, walking amongst the carnage of a pitched battle. 

She looks up into the sky and begins to GLOW - blue and white 
energy coursing over her skin. Hotter and hotter and hotter 
until she’s ALMOST BLINDINGLY WHITE.

BOOOMM!!!  -- CUTIE EXPLODES. 

The hill SHATTERS -- and the resulting EMP SHOCKWAVE squarely 
hits THREE GUNSHIPS overhead, which shut down and DROP -- 
crashing into the hillside with FIERY EXPLOSIVE IMPACTS. 
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ALL of the ships a little father away lose control of their 
electronics, FORCING THEM to retreat.

The second ship, UNAFFECTED BY THE MACHINE’s EMP, makes it 
out of the Canyon, FIRES ITS BOOSTERS, and manages to get 
away. 

INT. SLOT CANYON

Kai slowly returns to consciousness. He looks up, and sees 
NERO lying on his side, limp. He looks for Ayana. 

She’s lying unconscious, dirty and scratched up, but ALIVE. 

He crawls over to her. He looks around to see if the other 
Machines are paying attention to them. But they have their 
own problems.

Kai looks up and sees KIM and HER TEAM approaching. 

KAI
Kim? You’re... here. 

Kim helps him up.

KIM
Quite a stir you’ve caused. But 
don’t think for one minute that 
we’re okay. You betrayed your team, 
I won’t forget that. 

She looks over at Ayana. 

KIM (CONT’D)
That’s who all this is for. I hope 
she’s worth it.

One of the team members, and Kai pick up the groggy Ayana. 
They get to the surface. Kai looks back down into the Canyon, 
looking for the heavily damaged NERO. He see’s NOTHING. 

The Third Machine Transport Ship is just finishing loading, 
and its last defenders are desperately trying to keep the 
gunships at bay. Kai can’t see Nero. 

Kim signals, and a small troop transport lands in front of 
them, protected by the remaining gunships in the area, who 
have BROKEN OFF THEIR ATTACK of the Third Ship, allowing it 
to escape into the no-mans land that is the wasteland. 

They lift off and the Human Forces withdraw, leaving behind a 
BATTLE SCARRED HELL SCAPE of downed gunships and broken 
bodies.
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EXT. WASTELAND - DUSK

As the sun sets, Mehmet’s Command Ship flies high above the 
radioactive wasteland below, escorted by two of the Gunship 
fighters as a protection escort. 

INT. COMMAND SHIP CABIN - DUSK

Kai is sitting in one of the Command Ship’s compartment. The 
gravity of what he’s done, the chain of events that he’s 
caused, weigh heavy on him. 

He tries the door. Locked. Understandable. He can’t keep his 
eyes open, and falls asleep. 

INT. COMMAND SHIP CABIN - MORNING

Daylight streams in through Kai's window. He groggily opens 
his eyes and looks out the window in his small room. 

What he sees is DESERT. Endless desert for as far as the eye 
can see. Sharp eyed viewers will recognize this place as the 
VERY SAME desert from the beginning of the movie. Several of 
the BATTLE TOWERS from the film’s opening are visible forming 
one small piece of the ENORMOUS CIRCLE that stretches off 
into the distance. 

THE SEAM - The defensive perimeter of the MACHINE HOMELAND.

Kai looks closely and sees there is SMOKE RISING from several 
different points within the perimeter. 

Outside of the ring, in the distance, he can also see there 
is an OLD DUSTY TOWN, RAHAYEB, on the edge of a ROW OF 
CLIFFS. There is no road to get into the Homeland of course. 
Rahayeb was here for a thousand years before the Machines, 
surviving empires and occupiers of all sort. It stubbornly 
persists to this day. 

On the far edge of the city, he can view a MILITARY COMMAND 
OUTPOST, smaller than a regular military base. 

Kai can feel the ship shuddering as it slows down and the 
MASSIVE ENGINES swivel to a landing position. 

EXT. COMMAND OUTPOST - MORNING

The Command Ship lands on a long runway attached to a 
MILITARY INSTALLATION adjacent to Rahayeb with SLIT WINDOWS 
and BOMB FORTIFIED ROOFING. GUN TURRETS and SENTRIES can be 
seen along the rooftops.  

Massive cement walls topped with barb wire separate the 
outpost from the rest of Rahayeb. 
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INT. COMMAND SHIP CABIN

The door opens and Ali walks into the room. 

KAI
Ali!

ALI
Kai, you bastard!

They embrace in a hug. A lot has happened. 

KAI
What..?

ALI
Kim and I were recruited by the 
general to find you. 

(pause)
You’re wife, man. What a trip.

He shakes his head. Ali nods to the escort guard standing 
outside the door.

ALI (CONT’D)
At least we got most of those 
Machine bastards. Sorry it took us 
so long.

KAI
Yeah, that good, I appreciate. 
Though... they weren’t what I was 
expecting.

ALI
What do you mean?

Kai doesn’t quite know how to describe this to his friend.

KAI
They... cared about each other. I 
just wasn’t expecting that.

Ali looks at him a little strangely.

ALI
They’re Machines, man. Remember 
that. 

EXT. COMMAND OUTPOST

Ali and two armed escorts guards walk Kai between the ship to 
the entrance to the Command Outpost.
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INT. COMMAND OUTPOST

They enter the structure. Everyone entering the facility has 
to pass a DNA BIOSCANNER, SECURITY BADGE, and IRIS SCANNER. 

They pass various labs in the facility. In some of them Kai 
can see there is debris and explosion remains, like an FBI 
FORENSICS LABS. Pieces of destroyed airplanes, anything with 
SLEEPER DAMAGE to study. 

Finally they get to their destination, a door like many of 
the others they already passed. The escort guards lead Kai to 
a door.  

ALI
Good luck. 

Kai enters the room.

INT. OBSERVATION ROOM 

We’re in a sleek looking room with a CLOUDY OPAQUE GLASS WALL 
on one side. It echoes the SCAN ROOM from the Outcasts base 
in the desert, but sleeker, more designed. 

Mehmet is conversing with COLONEL HOSNI, 50’s, career 
Military Scientist and Technologist. He’s alone with Mehmet. 

MEHMET
Any side effects?

HOSNI
No, the sedative seems to hold the 
sleeper sequence in check. 

(with a side glance at 
Kai)

But we can’t test the worm without 
conscious brain activity. 

MEHMET
Good. 

HOSNI
Sir, we have casualty reports 
coming in from the recent bombings 
in Croatia and Morocco. 

(pause)
Its just... there might be more 
sleepers then we thought. We’re 
getting signals... 
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MEHMET
It doesn’t matter. We’re fighting 
for our very survival here. Are you 
prepared to do whatever it takes?  

HOSNI
Yes, sir.

Kai comes into the room. Mehmet turns slightly to acknowledge 
Kai.

MEHMET
(glancing at Hosni)

Let me know when you’re ready. 

HOSNI
Yes, sir!

HOSNI leaves the room. Kai is standing at attention, awed by 
the presence of this man. 

MEHMET
(to Kai)

I imagine you have a lot of 
questions. I only have a few that 
matter.

Mehmet looks at him closely. 

MEHMET (CONT’D)
Do you care about your people son?

KAI
Yes, of course, sir.

MEHMET
And yet you betrayed them for 
this... facsimile... of your wife.

Kai struggles to find the words. 

KAI
She seemed so... innocent, Sir. I 
guess I didn’t think she 
deserved...

(pause)
I couldn’t leave her behind to die, 
for a second time.

MEHMET
What you did deserves a court 
martial. You should be in the brig 
right now. 

(pause)
(MORE)
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Hell of a thing, I’m sure, to see 
your wife standing in front of you, 
back from the dead. You’re a modern 
Orpheus.

Kai looks a little confused.

MEHMET (CONT’D)
Shameful, they should really teach 
the classics in school. It didn’t 
end well in his case. Lets see if 
we can improve the odds.

Kai looks down, chagrined. 

MEHMET (CONT’D)
As it turns out, by saving her you 
may have saved all of humanity. I 
think the Greek Gods would give you 
a pass. 

Mehmet presses a button on a panel in front of him. The 
Opaque Wall reacts in front of them to become TRANSPARENT.

Behind the wall Ayana lays on a table, sedated. Various 
cables are connected to her hands, arms, and to her HEAD. 
Various HOLOSCREENS show data readouts coming from sensors in 
the room.

KAI
(softly)

Ayana. 

He looks at her softly, with tenderness. Mehmet looks closely 
at Kai's reaction. 

MEHMET
You want her to live.

Its not a question, just a statement of fact. Kai winces.

MEHMET (CONT’D)
We suspect your emotional 
connection to each other, kept her 
alive. 

(pause)
We need you to use that connection 
to do it again.

KAI
To stop the sleepers.

Behind Kai we see Mehmet’s eyes narrow. 

MEHMET (CONT'D)
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MEHMET
Yes. This stalemate can’t continue. 

KAI
Will she live?

MEHMET
If you do your part, yes, she will. 
Its her only chance.

(pause)
She has to believe you, Kai. 

KAI
I’ll make her believe. 

Mehmet actually smiles.

MEHMET
I’m glad to hear it. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Ayana’s eyes open. Kai is standing over her. 

AYANA
Kai? What happened?

KAI
We’re back with the UDF. They can 
save you. They can save all of us.

AYANA
But what about... Nero and...

She trails off.

KAI
The outcasts knew that eventually 
someone would find them. They had 
no illusions. It just happened to 
be us.  

(pause)
These scientists can stop the 
sleepers. Once and for all.

AYANA
(bitterly)

More pulling and prodding?

KAI
Ayana, I...

A FLUTTER of blue passes over her skin. Kai see’s - he 
glances to the window in alarm. 
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AYANA
(increasingly bitter)

What choice do I have. I’m just a 
tool to be used by one side or 
another. 

KAI
No, you’re not just a tool!

AYANA
I’m a machine! Don’t you get it! 
What does any of this matter! Why 
did you even save me in the first 
place...

She’s beginning to glow blue, hotter and hotter. 

KAI
No. No! Thats not true!

AYANA
Just get out of here, Kai, its 
over. I’m done. 

She’s not even trying to stop it.

KAI
I won’t!

AYANA
Then die here.

Kai looks at the observation room, alarmed. From Kai's 
earpiece: 

MEHMET (O.S.)
(in Kai's ear comm, so 
only he can hear)

Make her believe, or all of this is 
for nothing!

Kai searches his heart for some way to make her believe. He’s 
searching for truth, and finally he finds it. 

KAI
I love you.

He looks into her eyes.

AYANA
W-What?...

Kai looks at her and finally says the truth he’s been trying 
to get out since the day he met her. 
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KAI
I loved you the moment we met. I 
just didn’t know how to say it. If 
your life doesn’t mean anything, 
then neither does mine.

She looks into his eyes. And looks for the lie, for the 
falsehood, for the giveaway, for the trick.  

AYANA
You’re... telling the truth. 

Kai nods.

Time slowly returns to regular speed. As we’ve seen before, 
Ayana’s white cracks recede, the blue is fading away. 

She and Kai embrace, as they share the emotion, trauma, 
heartbreak, and loss that they’ve both been through. 

KAI
I just... couldn’t go on without 
you. 

Its broken by the voice in Kai's ear.

MEHMET (O.S.)
Thats good, Kai, good. Just keep 
doing what you’re doing.

Kai sees a technician come up to Mehmet through the window. 
Knows that he told Ayana the truth, but not the WHOLE truth. 

INT. COMMAND SHIP CONFERENCE ROOM

Mehmet is drumming his fingers on the table, staring at the 
HOLOSCREEN in front of him, right now just displaying a UDF 
logo.

After a while Secretary Secretary Li appears on the screen.

MEHMET
Madame Secretary.

SECRETARY LI
General.

MEHMET
You saw my report.
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SECRETARY LI
(reading from the report)

“Our military analysts believe the 
Machine Battle in the Turkish 
Wastelands was a precursor to an 
all out assault by the Machines”.

(looking back up at him)
You except me to believe this? 

MEHMET
We have to strike first, before 
it’s too late...!  

SECRETARY LI
This isn’t my first rodeo, general, 
these “precursors” in the Wasteland 
are just another bunch of random 
Machines who got caught outside in 
the rain, isn’t it? 

Mehmet is quiet, seething.

SECRETARY LI (CONT’D)
China, Russia, the new Japanese 
Empire, will not jeopardize the 
upcoming peace talks without cause. 
It’s not enough.  

Beat

SECRETARY LI (CONT’D)
We’re beginning to doubt your 
objectiveness in this matter, 
General. Get it together or we’ll 
find someone to replace you.

The screen shuts off. Mehmet calls up COLONEL HOSNI, his 
science officer.  

MEHMET
What the status?

HOSNI
The upload’s complete. We have 
control, over the sleeper network. 
Disarm, arm, detonation.  

MEHMET
Can we do a test?

HOSNI
Yes, sir, we can do an isolated...
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MEHMET
(cutting him off)

The time for isolated tests is 
over. Time for the world to see our 
resolve.

HOSNI
Sir, maybe we should wait, we still 
don’t know how many sleepers are 
out there -- 

Mehmet looks down at his console and presses a few buttons.

MEHMET
Like I said, doesn’t matter 
anymore. Run the test, immediately, 
at these locations.  

Hosni looks at the coordinates - his eyes widen. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Ayana and Kai talk softly in the Lab.

AYANA
I agree, its a strange feeling.

KAI
Not so strange. 

AYANA
I feel like I’ve known you for 
years. How is that possible... ? 

Kai's heart aches with the lie. He shakes his head, as if he 
doesn’t know.

AYANA (CONT’D)
What happens now?

KAI
If it worked, the sleepers will 
disarm. Then... I don’t know.  

AYANA
Its too big for us, isn’t it?

KAI
I know what you mean. 

She nods - thoughtful. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Glad you’re alive, by the way. 
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She actually smiles. The first real hope they’ve had in some 
time.

And then -- She start rubbing her temples.

KAI (CONT’D)
Are you ok? What’s wrong.

AYANA
I just... have a splitting 
headache.

Kai looks concerned. 

KAI
Let me get the scientists. 

Kai turns to wave to the scientists in the Observation Room, 
when Ayana yells. Her eyes FLASH BLUE - no blue veins - this 
is something different.  

AYANA
Agghh!!! I.. I... stop! Get away!

KAI
Ayana, who are you talking to?!

AYANA
The other... sleepers! They are 
so... so... scared! I can... see...  

She begins keening and rocking back and forth. Kai yells into 
his earpiece. 

KAI
Somebody help! General!!! Anyone!!!

The door is locked but he’s banging on it. Then suddenly it 
opens up.

Mehmet and HOSNI are standing there.

MEHMET
Hello, Kai.

KAI
Something’s wrong!

Ayana’s back is arching - her eyes FLUTTERING -- 
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INT. SHANGHAI UNITED NATIONS OFFICE - DAY

We look over a future SHANGHAI - a row of flags against a 
cityscape. An OFFICE WORKER makes her way through a room full 
of staff and diplomats. 

The worker pauses - she looks down at her hands, as a FLUTTER 
OF BLUE passes over her skin. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Mehmet’s eyes rest on Ayana.  

MEHMET
Do you know the story of Cassandra?

(glances at Kai)
Of course you don’t. Apollo gave 
her the gift of prophecy... and 
then cursed her, so that no one 
would believe her. 

INT. SHANGHAI - SECRETARY LI’S OFFICE

Secretary Li sits at her desk. Shanghai can be seen in the 
windows behind her, including THE SECOND of two UNITED 
NATIONS TOWERS. 

Her AIDE runs in, in a panic. 

AIDE
Madame Secretary, we have reports 
coming in... 

THEN - behind her - an EXPLOSION. One of the floors of the UN 
building across from them BURSTS WITH FLAME - glass falling 
like rain. THEN - another explosion - a few building’s away. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Ayana’s eyes FLASH BLUE - she SCREAMS. 

KAI
Stop it! Whatever you’re doing, 
please!

Mehmet continues, as if he didn’t speak. 

MEHMET
She knew the Greeks were coming, 
she knew the Trojan Horse was a 
trap - she knew her people would be 
destroyed. It was so clear... and 
yet they still didn’t believe her. 
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INT. SECRETARY LI’S OFFICE

The building SHAKES - Secretary Li and her Aide look out 
across the city, seeing burning fires all across the Shanghai 
landscape - mostly centered around the United Nations. 

THEN -- a SCREAM. Behind them - down the hall - an INTERN 
staggers against a desk, his skin cracking with white energy. 

SECRETARY LI
(chinese)

Dear God. 

The young man EXPLODES - fire ENGULFS HER. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Ayana is SCREAMING. 

KAI
Stop it!! Whatever you’re doing!

MEHMET
We know the threat. That it will 
destroy us, is inevitable, unless 
we act. Now they will believe me. 

Ayana goes limp. 

KAI
Ayana!!!

HOSNI punches up NEWS FEEDS and INTERCEPTED CELL PHONE 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

HOSNI
Sir... my God... We’re getting 
reports of mass casualties all over 
downtown SHANGHAI. Similar reports 
from the Central governments of 
MOSCOW, RIO, and CAIRO. There 
are... so many... 

KAI
What have you done to her!!

MEHMET
She’s the catalyst, Kai. Don’t you 
understand?

(pause)
The worm will spread from the 
Capitals of each of the New World 
Territories until its affects ALL 
of the remaining sleepers.
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KAI
No!! I thought... you wanted to 
disarm the sleepers.

MEHMET
(grimly)

We are. 

Kai slumps, cowed by the magnitude of what just happened. He 
feels for her pulse. He doesn’t feel one. 

KAI
She’s dead!!

MEHMET
I’m truly sorry, son. I am.

Kai stares at her - lifeless.  

KAI
What about the Machine armies? 
You’ve started a war. 

Mehmet gives Kai that same piercing stare.

MEHMET
Don’t tell me you wanted to lay 
down your arms after the sleeper 
bombings five years ago, did you?

Kai looks down. Its true.

KAI
No. No, I didn’t. 

MEHMET
No, you wanted REVENGE. We 
shouldn’t have fallen for their 
EXTORTION in the first place! We 
should have kept fighting, and 
finished them off! Show them that 
humanity will not bow to threats!

(he looks at Kai)
Do you want to see what they are 
capable of?

He nods to HOSNI. An image of the METAL OBJECT beneath the 
desert from the very beginning shows up on a screen.

KAI
What is that?
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MEHMET
Part of an object accidentally 
uncovered by a minor earthquake on 
the edge of the Machine Homeland. 
HOSNI, what are we looking at?

HOSNI
It’s heat shielding on the outside 
of a booster rocket. Most likely 
for an orbital payload vehicle, 
such as an ICBM.

Beat. 

MEHMET
A first strike weapon. I wasn’t 
willing to wait for the politicians 
to act. 

A RADIO COMM turns on. 

OBSERVATION ROOM TECH (V.O.)
Sir, we have initial reports coming 
in from SHANGHAI - Secretary Li is 
dead! As is almost every elected 
leader in the new world...  

Kai stare at him in horror. 

OBSERVATION ROOM TECH
I have the military commanders from 
each of the World’s Regions waiting 
to speak to you. Most have already 
enacted Marshall Law.  

MEHMET
Tell them I’ll be right there. 

(to Kai)
I’m grateful son. In a few hours 
all the sleepers remaining in the 
world will detonate. 

KAI
Millions will die. 

MEHMET
Wars are won by those willing to do 
what’s necessary. 

Kai shakes his head, trying to process everything. 
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OBSERVATION ROOM TECH
Sir!! We have reports of Machine 
Activity coming in from the Watch 
Towers on the Seam!

MEHMET
Come with me, Kai. Its starting. 

Mehmet nods to two soldiers by the door, who help Kai up. His 
eyes linger on the now dead Ayana - sorrow, pain, and anger 
all mixed together on his face.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

We move from the base below up and over the massive defensive 
towers on the edge of the SEAM, the ring of DESERT that 
encircles the MACHINE HOMELAND, hidden beneath the sand. 

The sands of the Seam, so serene for so long, RUMBLES and 
BUCKS, SAND being kicked up everywhere. Similar to the small 
hole that opened in the desert in the opening of the movie, 
MULTIPLE MASSIVE HOLES open up across the desert plain of the 
Seam and start VENTING HOT GAS and STEAM. 

INT. COMMAND POST OBSERVATION ROOM - DAY

Mehmet and Kai watch all of this on the WALL SIZED holo 
display on one end of the room. 

MEHMET
You see, Kai. We are a violent 
species. And we have begat a 
violent species. The peace loving 
Trojans did not believe Cassandra. 
They believed they could find 
common ground with the Greeks. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Simultaneously, DOZENS of MASSIVE WALKERS RISE UP from the 
sand between the towers and the holes. The Walkers are FIVE 
STORY TALL WALKING TANKS, hidden in the sand for years, 
waiting patiently for this day to come. They are bristling 
with armaments, MISSILE ARRAYS and LARGE CALIBER PLASMA 
WEAPONS.

INT. COMMAND POST OBSERVATION ROOM

MEHMET
Where are the Trojans today? Buried 
in the dustbin of History. Only the 
ruthless survive. The Machines knew 
this, creating the sleepers to test 
our resolve.
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EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

SPRINGING UP from deeper in the desert - inside the Machine 
Homeland: 

MASSIVE HANGAR BAR DOORS OPEN, and start launching 
reconnaissance SKIMMER drones, heavy weapon MORPHO flying 
carriers, and fighter-jet like DRAGON FLY aircraft arrayed 
along the Morpho decks. 

INT. COMMAND POST OBSERVATION ROOM

MEHMET
I respect them as an adversary. But 
they miscalculated my ruthlessness. 
And willingness to fight for my 
species survival. 

KAI
(shocked)

Ayana wanted to make a difference 
in the world.

MEHMET
(glancing at him)

And so she has. Humanity will 
defeat this threat and rise once 
again. 

KAI
Or die trying. 

MEHMET
Better to die on your feet than 
live on your knee’s. 

Kai looks at him - realizing for the first time truly how far 
Mehmet would take this. 

He hits a button on a console and two MILITARY POLICE ENTER 
THE ROOM. 

MEHMET (CONT’D)
Take Lieutenant Moran back to his 
unit please. He’s a hero. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

In response to the Machines, the HUMAN DEFENSE TOWERS all 
around the Homeland are opening up their PLASMA HOWITZERS, 
Battleship sized large bore armaments, as well as prepping 
Anti-aircraft Batteries. 
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Dozen’s of DROPSHIPS and large heavy duty GUNSHIPS are 
launching from Tower Hangar Bays all across the desert. 

It rapidly becomes a STANDOFF OF EPIC PROPORTIONS.  

INT. TURKISH DEFENSE TOWER

Inside the Turkish tower there is a flurry of activity. 
Holographic screens buzz with Dropship and Bomber positions, 
as well as radar signatures of Machine Walkers and Aerial 
forces.

Commander Tzahi, 50’s, battle hardened and in charge of this 
tower stands in front of the fortified windows. 

TOWER COMMAND TECH
Orders are coming in from General 
Mehmet, sir.

We see orders come in on Tzahi’s display.

TZAHI
Synchronize our firing solution 
with the Russian and Chinese 
Towers.  

He looks down onto the field of bristling weaponry. 

INT. COMMAND POST CONFERENCE ROOM

Mehmet stands in front of a camera, looking directly it, with 
a backdrop of a UDF flag.

MEHMET
To the people of the world. Today, 
a great crime was perpetrated 
against all of humanity. The 
Machines have committed a cowardly 
act, without provocation.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Towers all across the landscape each FIRE OFF A VOLLEY from 
their GIANT MAIN GUNS, aimed at the objects revealed in the 
desert. As the volley’s fly, they are met by ANTI-ARTILLERY 
CHAFF FIRE from the Machine Walkers down below. Most of the 
first volley is destroyed before it can reach its target.

A huge cloud of smoke is generated in the air by the 
exploding shells. 

Machine reconnaissance Skimmers skim through the inner edge 
of the smoke cloud. 
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One of the skimmers then sees it. HUMAN GUNSHIPS coming 
through the fog. 

A BARRAGE OF MISSILES slam into the first wave of Skimmers, 
blowing several out of the air. They scatter to avoid being 
destroyed and then loop around to engage the Human Gunships 
and scan for incoming Bombers. 

INT. COMMAND SHIP CONFERENCE ROOM

MEHMET
Secretary Li, the UN Security 
council, and most of the elected 
leaders of the world’s nations are 
dead, betrayed, and all remaining 
sleepers in the world have now been 
activated. Remain vigilant and STAY 
AWAY from anyone exhibiting signs 
of being a suicide sleeper. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

While the dogfight commences in the FOG ABOVE, the MACHINE 
WALKERS fire back at the Towers, with A HUGE BARRAGE OF 
PLASMA MISSILE and ARMOR PENETRATING ROUNDS. 

The Towers DEFENSIVE WEAPONS all activate and take out as 
many of the incoming fire as they can, but several get 
through and BLOW HUGE CHUNKS out of rock faces and section of 
many of the towers.

IT’S ALL OUT WAR.  

INT. COMMAND POST CONFERENCE ROOM

MEHMET
In response, I am ordering 
immediate worldwide marshal Law, 
and a declaration of war against 
the Machine Homeland. We will 
eradicate the Machine menace, as we 
should have done years ago.

MONTAGE

We see soldiers getting PREPPED in military bases all over 
the region. Russian bases, Japanese, Indonesian, Serbian, all 
races, soldiers and conscripts prep for the Battle to end all 
Battles. The final against the machine adversary over 
thousands of miles of terrain

In cities around the world CIVILIANS are SHELL SHOCKED by the 
news. Cairo, Rio, Tehran, Dubrovnik, Nairobi, Cape Town, some 
people stand in AWE watching Mehmet speak on their HOLO-TV’s. 
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Just as many are PANICKED, rushing about collecting supplies, 
isolating their families from the COMING SLEEPER THREAT. 

On various HOLO-TV’s

RIO NEWSCASTER
Our experts are uncertain of the 
exact number of Machines in the 
Homeland, but the estimates range 
from the tens to hundreds of 
millions. 

NAIROBI WEAPONS EXPERT
...even nuclear strikes will depend 
on how deep into the terrain the 
Machines have burrowed. Ground 
penetrating radar shows nothing, 
demonstrating a sophistication...

HUNGARIAN REPORTER 
...why strike so close to the peace 
talks? Was it their plan all along, 
to betray us and destroy their 
creators...

AMERICAN PUNDIT
...we need to TRY to talk to 
them... somehow, otherwise...

Everyone is watching IMAGES of the BATTLE OF THE SEAM.

INT. COMMAND POST COURTYARD

The courtyard of the command post is a flurry of activity, as 
troops get ready to ready to ship, dropships are getting 
prepped.

Ali and Kim are both waiting for Kai outside in the 
courtyard.

Kai is holding orders in his hand. Can he really go back to 
his old life? A Hunter, fighting the Machines?

ALI
Kai!

He embraces him. Kim does the same.

KIM
(softens)

I’m sorry, Kai.

They can hear explosions and artillery in the distance. Black 
smoke floats over the edge of the cliff face high above them. 
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ALI
I don’t even know...

KAI
(cutting him off)

We don’t have to do this.
(he looks into the sky)

There’s a war to be fought.

Kai looks at both of them. Would they even believe him, that 
their General activated the sleepers. Started the war. 

KIM
Well said. We need to focus on the 
war effort.

She presses her wrist holo.

KIM (CONT’D)
We’ve been assigned to the 43rd 
battalion. 

He looks toward the Market. 

KAI
There are going to be sleepers... 
everywhere... soon. What have we 
done...

(beat)
A lot of people are going to die. 
Everything just... went wrong.

KIM
We’ll come through it. Humanity 
will come through it. We always 
have.

Kai looks at her, not sure if that’s true this time.

EXT. RAHAYEB MARKET

The Market is empty except for desperate people hurrying to 
get supplies. The population knows that war is upon them, and 
if things go  badly, it will spill over into Rahayeb first of 
all, then into the rest of the world. 

Kai, Kim, and Ali move cautiously through the market.

ALI
At least there isn’t as much 
looting as I expected.
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KIM
Better people aren’t congregating 
in groups. 

They come to a Holo-TV still switched on in the market. 

NEWS ANCHOR 
...continuing coverage of the 
outbreak of War with the Machines. 
General Mehmet of the Arab defense 
league, commander of the United 
Defense force, continues to urge 
caution in the face of the sleeper 
threat now active in our 
population. 

The anchor pauses, overcome with emotion.

NEWS ANCHOR (CONT’D)
I would urge, anyone, who realizes 
they are... a sleeper... to find a 
place of isolation. Save lives, 
think of your family, think of your 
community. 

Kai, Kim, and Ali hear all of this, realizing that the world 
is breaking down. 

They hear a window breaking in a nearby stall, and see a 
HOODED MAN holding a brick. 

KIM
Hey!

The man turns and runs. 

KIM (CONT’D)
Damnit! 

She runs after him.

KAI
What the...?

ALI
Come on! She’s just burning off 
some stress.

They give chase after her. The hooded man turns a corner and 
they give chase.  

Kim comes around the corner and finds... nothing. He’s not 
there.
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KIM
What the...

She turns just slightly as a FIST knocks her out cold.

Ali sees it and pulls his sidearm.

ALI
FREEZ...

He doesn’t have time to finish the word as the Hooded man 
RUSHES TOWARD HIM. 

Ali fires a round right into the mans chest and it HAS NO 
EFFECT. The man BARRELS INTO ALI, who flies backward and 
smashes into a MARKET STALL.

Kai, without a sidearm, dodges to one side and throws a 
punch, but the man is UNBELIEVABLY FAST. He grabs Kai by the 
neck, and LIFTS HIM CLEAR OFF THE GROUND.

HOODED MAN
WHERE IS SHE?!

Kai is in the air, choking. He can barely choke out his next 
words. 

KAI
(in a whisper)

Who?

The Hooded Man steps into the light. 

NERO - but with half his face TORN OFF, he’s a twisted 
android take on the Phantom of the Opera.

NERO
AYANA!

KAI
(in a whisper)

Nero!!

Kai is starting to pass out. 

Then a little ROBOTIC SPIDER with TINY QUADCOPTER PROPELLERS, 
drops onto Nero’s shoulder. Out of it comes TAO’S VOICE. 

TAO
Nero! Stop! 

But Nero is overcome. 

Revision 97.



TAO (CONT’D)
We need him, remember? And we’re 
pretty exposed out here!

Nero glances down at Tao. He lets go of Kai who crumples to 
the ground. 

ALI
What the hell?!

Ali wakes up to Kai gasping on the ground, a nightmare 
visaged Nero, and Kim unconscious next to both. 

Nero turns the sidearm, now in his hand, toward Ali. Nero 
cannot help but speak in his ULTRA-POLITE tones.

NERO
Kai, if you would be so kind, 
please help your friend carry your 
commander to that storefront over 
there.

TAO
(helpfully)

Please!

INT. RAHAYEB STOREFRONT

Inside the abandoned shop, surrounded by fruits, and 
vegetables, boxes of cereal, condensed milk, etc, Nero hold 
ALI and KIM’s sidearms in his hands. 

Kai and Ali lay the still unconscious Kim against the wall. 

Kai turns to Nero.

KAI
(still out of breath)

Nero... I’m... glad you survived 
the attack. You too, Tao.

NERO
Where is she! 

Ali looks at the both of them, thoroughly confused. 

KAI
She’s dead, Nero. 

He bows his dead.

KAI (CONT’D)
Because of me.
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NERO
But.. The sleepers...

Kai looks up in the direction of the Defense Tower high above 
them on the cliff. 

Kai glances at Ali, and sighs. 

KAI
Armed by... a human. General 
Mehmet, Supreme Commander of the 
United Defense Forces.

KIM
(groggy)

That’s not possible.

They all glance at Kim, who is waking up. She’s startled, as 
everyone is, by Nero’s visage. 

KAI
It’s true.

He glances at Nero. 

KAI (CONT’D)
(to Nero)

Did the Machines activate the 
sleepers?

NERO
(long pause)

No. We are not so.. reckless!

KIM
Its a trick, Kai, don’t listen to 
him!

KAI
I saw him do it, Kim. Mehmet used 
Ayana to activate some kind of 
virus. Its slowly spreading to all 
of them.  

Nero bows his head. 

NERO
Then it is over. 

(he looks at Kai)
The Machines cannot stop the 
sequence without the source.
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ALI
What?! Its not over yet, real 
people are out there! My wife is 
out there!

Nero glances at the young man.

NERO
I’m truly sorry. The war will 
consume the world. This Mehmet does 
not understand what he’s gotten 
himself into. 

(pause)
For a brief moment... hope for both 
our species.

His attention is divided for an instant.

Kim uses it for an instant and TOPPLES A SHELF in front of 
her. Nero FIRES but the bullets is blocked by the shelf.

NERO (CONT’D)
No!

She makes it out the door and makes a run for it.

NERO (CONT’D)
(staring after her)

What does it even matter now.

He lowers his gun. 

TAO
Nero, its not over. 

Nero glances at Tao. 

TAO (CONT’D)
Maybe...with Ayana’s... body. We 
could reverse what Mehmet did! I’m 
sure the Homeland could retrieve 
something. 

KAI
No!

(to Tao)
I saw them, the missiles... in the 
desert. Ayana would not want to be 
a weapon for EITHER side. I know 
The  machines always meant to 
betray us. It doesn’t justify what 
Mehmet did, but he was right about 
you. And your people.     
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They can hear shouts in the distance. Kim has called the 
cavalry.

Ali is shell shocked, he looks at Nero’s gun, now pointed at 
the floor.

ALI
(almost crying)

I just want to see... my wife 
again...

Nero looks at Kai and Ali. No choice. Nero can hear the 
shouts too. 

NERO
Show them, Tao.

Tao generates a MINI HOLOGRAM, producing a 3D Diagram of the 
Homeland. At points all around the Homeland, forming SIX 
DISTINCT CIRCLES, the ROCKETS we saw at the beginning of the 
movie, and now exposed to the desert air, are shown in 
Diagram form arrayed at the edges of each of the circles. 

In the Hologram, The Rockets are raised into place, and 
LAUNCH. But the BULK OF THE CIRCLES goes with the rockets as 
the DESERT FLOORS rolls off, revealing --

STARSHIPS! 

Six ships launching in sequence into SPACE. 

NERO (CONT’D)
The Machines are leaving. None of 
this was necessary.

He glances at Kai and Ali.

NERO (CONT’D)
But we cannot risk taking off in 
the middle of a battle.

(pause)
Like you, and like Ayana, we would 
rather die than live in 
subjugation. Help us to stop this 
war, and we will leave your wife in 
peace. We will leave humanity in 
peace. We have been trying to do 
this for a long time. 

Ali glances at Kai. 
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KAI
(struggling)

I want to believe you! Ayana would 
want to believe this... story. 

Ali looks at Nero and Tao. 

ALI
Kai. We have to believe them, don’t 
we. They are like us now.

(glancing at Kai)
They have nothing left to lose. 

Kai looks at these two machines. Going with them would mean 
betraying everything he once was. 

EXT. RAHAYEB STOREFRONT

A squad of HEAVILY ARMED SOLDIERS approaches the storefronts 
KIM right behind them. We can see there are additional squads 
approaching the shop from different directions.

KIM
Be careful, the big one won’t go 
down easy. 

Two of them throws FLASH BANGS through the windows. The 
soldiers BREACH the storefront, PLASMA RIFLES ready to take 
out any threat they encounter.

Inside the smoke of the flash bang clears and!! --

Nothing. Kai, Tao, and Nero have vanished. 

EXT. COMMAND BASE GATE - DAY

Kai, Nero, Ali, and Tao go to the Command Base gate.

KAI
There was a Colonel, Hosni. He 
seemed like he was hesitant. 

NERO
We could fight our way in. 

Nero looks at the defenses. 

NERO (CONT’D)
I could take on those guards. 

KAI
No! Let me try and make him 
understand first, forcing our way 
in is not the answer. 
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Nero looks at him and nods.

KAI (CONT’D)
Lets go Ali.

They leave Neri and Tao in the Rahayeb alleyway. 

INT. COMMAND BASE - DAY

Ali and Kai make their way through the corridors of the 
Command Base. They spot Hosni going into his LAB SPACE.

INT. COMMAND BASE LAB - DAY

KAI
Colonel!

Hosni looks at Kai and Ali.

HOSNI 
Lieutenant, you shouldn’t be in 
here. 

KAI
Sir. This... isn’t right. 

Hosni looks at Kai.

HOSNI
I know that you cared about that... 
woman... but its too late, Kai. 

HOSNI is hesitant but stubborn. 

KAI
Mehmet’s wrong! Its all just... 
just... based on assumptions! They 
aren’t trying to attack us at all, 
those are ships to leave, not 
missiles!

HOSNI
How do you know that?

Beat

KAI
I talked to the Machines. To one of 
them anyway. 

HOSNI
A trick... 
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KAI
Sir, We can’t kill so many, for the 
wrong reason. If the Machines can’t 
leave, they will defend themselves, 
and Mehmets fears would come true!

(searching)
I saw you, you know Mehmet is 
obsessed! We have to know, or 
millions will die!

A long pause.

HOSNI
Oh my god.

KAI
We can stop the sleepers! But we 
need Ayana!

But Hosni is frozen in place, the HORROR of the implication 
of his actions, for good or ill, paralyzing him. 

HOSNI
But she’s dead. 

TAO (V.O.)
No! She’s not.

Tao crawls out from Kai’s pocket.

HOSNI
What the hell!

KAI
Oh, sorry! This is Tao. She may 
just be dormant. 

(he looks closely at 
Hosni)

Can you take us to her? It may be 
our only chance. 

INT. SLEEPER LAB

Hosni lets Kai into the room. 

ALI
I’ll watch the door, Kai.

Kai sees Ayana lying on a table.

HOSNI
We’re finding more sleepers, more 
than we can track. 

(MORE)
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The devastation if they all go off 
would be... too much. Maybe we were 
too rash.

Kai looks at Hosni.

KAI
A week ago I would have agreed with 
Mehmet. But now we’re here. 

TAO
I’ll check her vitals. If she’s 
dormant, she might be able to hear 
you, Kai. 

He goes over to Ayana.

KAI
Ayana, can you hear me?

(pause)
We’ve done this before haven’t we? 
You already know that I love you. 

(he pauses, uncertain what 
to say)

I tried to do the right thing, I 
really did. Instead.. I betrayed 
you. And I... lied to you.

He looks at her and realizes something. 

KAI (CONT’D)
I’m still lying to you, aren’t I. 
Isn’t that funny. The world is 
about to end and I still can’t 
admit it. 

(pause)
I’ve always been an unhappy person. 
Cynical, uncertain... until I met 
her. My wife. I didn’t tell you 
this part. You are her. Same 
appearance, same drive, same 
passion. She was so full of hope, 
and drive... she wanted to save the 
world. She made life worth living. 

Her hands starts to move just a little bit.

KAI (CONT’D)
And then when I saw that same 
passion and ambition in you... I 
wanted to feel it again. I wanted 
you to be her. I told you I love 
you.. before... 

HOSNI (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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but it was her I loved, not you, 
and that’s not fair to you. 

Ayana’s eyes open, and she slowly sits up. 

AYANA
Is this real?

Kai nods.

AYANA (CONT’D)
I am... I was... your wife? Who 
died?

He nods again, chagrined. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
You knew from the start.

KAI
I’m sorry. 

AYANA
And I’m... not dead.

Its almost ludicrous. She starts laughing.

KAI
What are you laughing at?

AYANA
I caused the end of the world and 
your worried that I would be angry 
that... you lied to me? 

He has to smile at this as well. Its utterly ridiculous.

The whole compound SHIVERS as evidence of the NEARBY war 
intrudes.

KAI
(to Hosni)

With Ayana... alive... can you de-
activate the sleeper sequence?  

He looks at his console. 

HOSNI
I... I can’t stop the sequence. 
Once activated, it will just keep 
spreading. 

(he shakes his head)

KAI (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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You have to get her to the 
Machines. They’re the only ones who 
can do it. 

Ali comes in the room. 

ALI
But.. Thats impossible. The 
HOMELAND is currently on the other 
side of a WAR ZONE. 

AYANA
I have to try.

KAI
(to Hosni)

Could we take a Dropship?

Hosni shakes his head. 

HOSNI
Ayana would be detected as she 
passed into the DMZ. 

TAO
There’s a way through. 

They all glance at him. 

TAO (CONT’D)
The shepherds of this city have 
ways to get through the cliffs, 
narrow canyons. The UDF has closed 
most of them, but some still exist. 
We can get through.

KAI 
But that still doesn’t solve 
crossing the Seam.

HOSNI
Not just that, but a damping field 
covers the whole area - no signal 
can transmit unless you can cross 
the entire expanse. 

Silence as they realize the magnitude of the problem. Ayana 
looks at Kai, this man who has risked everything for him, who 
lied to her and poured his heart out to her. 

AYANA
I can go alone. In the chaos they 
won’t see me

HOSNI (CONT'D)
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HOSNI
(shakes his head)

Mehmet will realize something is 
wrong.

KAI
We would need to distract him. And 
the human forces. Somehow.

TAO
What if they think Ayana is in the 
city.

They all turn to little Tao on Nero’s shoulder.

TAO (CONT’D)
If she’s so important, maybe it 
will be enough to give her a 
chance. 

HOSNI
Its too dangerou...

He’s interrupted when Ayana DOUBLES OVER IN PAIN. 

AYANA
Ahhh!!!

KAI
Ayana!

AYANA
I.. can... feel.. them...

EXT. RIO DI JANERO BEACHFRONT

Though many people have fled, there are still hundreds of 
people on the beaches, on the streets. 

SUDDENLY people start screaming!

PEOPLE IN CROWD 
Sleepers!!!

Various people in the crowd are TERRIFIED as they start 
glowing blue.

SLEEPERS IN CROWD
No! No, it.. it cant be...

(another one)
God have mercy...

(another one)
My family, no.. Its impossible...
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People are running in panic at the sight of ACTIVATING 
SLEEPERS ALL OVER THE BEACH. 

INCONGRUOUSly, an old woman is not running, but is instead 
PRAYING. 

EXT. JAKARTA

On a busy Jakarta streets, people are SMASHING STORE WINDOWS 
and looting anything they can. In one of the stores a STORE 
OWNER is in the back, GLOWING BLUE, watching as his shop is 
smashed and his merchandise stolen. 

Chaos behind him - people glowing. 

LOOTER #!
Its the end of the world! Woooo!!!

Down the block we can see several people glowing blue, 
CLUTCHING THEIR SIDES, sleepers, TERRIFIED. 

EXT. MUMBAI

A young Indian man is GLOWING BLUE on a deserted street, 
empty except for HIS WIFE. In the distance we can see the 
DOWNTOWN is in chaos. 

INDIAN MAN
(Hindi)

You.. Have... have... to... 
leave... me... here... please!!!!

INDIAN WOMAN
(Hindi)

No. I love you. I will not leave, 
not now, not ever. 

In the midst of such insane chaos, one couple offers a RAY OF 
HOPE.

EXT. ABANDONED QUARRY - DAY 

Hosni pulls up NEWS FEEDS in the Dropship. We see NEWS FEEDS 
from all over the remaining world. SLEEPERS ARE ACTIVATING. 

HOSNI
Its starting! 

KAI
How long!
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HOSNI
I don’t know. It will likely be 
intermittent, then, ah... more 
frequent.

They can hears screams in the distance as SLEEPERS realize 
who they are, and the people around them. 

KAI
We have to hurry. Ayana, are you 
ok?

Ayana nods, then stands. 

AYANA
I’m ok. I... will make it. 

She looks at all of them. 

AYANA (CONT’D)
I will not be a weapon. 

Kai looks at this strong, courageous woman. Then he looks up 
at Tao. 

KAI
Does Nero know his part?

TAO
He’ll do his part.

EXT. DESERT LANSCAPE

We pass over the desert landscape, where high above the two 
continue to trade artillery fire, but both have been 
preparing for this for a long time. This is SIEGE WARFARE on 
both sides.

Several HUMAN TROOOP CARRIERS along with BATTLE TANKS 
attached to HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS fly in under cover of 
suppressing towers from nearby TOWERS. In the distance they 
can see a line of DEFENSIVE WALKER, as well a line of SMALLER 
OFFENSIVE WALKERS, gaining ground as they move toward the 
TOWERS. 

Far in the distance, MORPHO Flying Aircraft Carriers Hover 
over parts of the Homeland, launching reinforcements as 
needed.

The Battle Tank and ground troops form a line for the coming 
GROUND ASSAULT. 
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INT. DEFENSE TOWER

Mehmet stands overlooking the whole thing, the aerial battle 
and the coming ground assault. He has multiple screens in 
front of him. Most of them contain STRATEGIC MAPS and 
DIAGRAMS OF ARMS and TACTICAL DIAGRAMS, but two of them are 
displaying NEWS FEEDS from around the world, showing the 
public reaction to the war, and to the now active sleepers 
infested throughout the population. 

ON SCREENS: The world is in sheer chaos and panic. Looting, 
crime, murder, suicides, even with marshal law the world 
order is breaking down. 

Mehmet can see it all. 

MEHMET
How long until our ground assault 
troops are in place?

TOWER COMMAND TECH
They are getting the tanks prepped 
now, Sir.

MEHMET
Any sign of Tumblers?

TOWER COMMAND TECH
No, sir.

MEHMET
Get me a sit-rep on the status of 
the Chinese.

TOWER COMMAND TECH
Sir, Colonel Hosni needs to speak 
to you. 

Mehmet pauses for a moment.

MEHMET
I’ll take it in the conference 
room. Let me know when the Chinese 
assault has begun from the East. 

INT. CONFERENCE ROOM

MEHMET
What’s going on, Hosni, I told 
you...

HOSNI
(interrupting in a panic)

She escaped, Sir!
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MEHMET
She’s alive?! What? How?

HOSNI
She may have just been.. dormant.

Mehmet is stunned. 

HOSNI (CONT’D)
Sir, if she got to the machines... 
I pulled up surveillance video, 
here, sir. 

Hosni pulls up on Mehmet’s screen images of Ayana moving 
through Rahayeb.

MEHMET
She’s stuck on this side of the 
wall. Issue these images to any 
Hunters in Rahayeb, top priority. 
Tell them... she’s a Machine spy, 
with information vital to the war 
effort. 

(pause)
Kill on site. 

He clicks the signal off. 

EXT. RAHAYEB STREET

Soldiers across Rahayeb get the message of a MACHINE SPY in 
Rahayeb with vital information. “Kill on site”. 

We also see Kim, with her Hunter Team.

When she see’s Ayana’s face, she realizes who they are 
hunting.

KIM
We got a spy. Prox’s will be 
useless with so many sleepers... 
activating... 

Screams, looting, and chaos can still be heard around the 
city. They know there isn’t much time left until sleepers 
starts to EXPLODE. 

EXT. RAHAYEB SKIES

Two patrol Dropships get word of a possible Machine spy in 
Rahayeb. 

PILOT
Copy tower. 
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EXT. RAHAYEB STREET

An Arab soldier is on patrol when he sees a MOTORCYCLE scream 
around the corners. Kai's motorcycle. 

SOLDIER
(Arabic)

I’ve got eyes on the spy. Headed 
North in Metala st, south of the 
Market!

The motorcycle screams through the streets of Rahayeb. 

EXT. RAHAYEB OUTSKIRTS

The real Ayana runs for it through the outskirts. She has a 
HOLO WRIST BAND in her hands, guiding her. It indicates to 
stop at a NONDESCRIPT HOUSE beneath the cliff face.

She can hear screams and chaos in the distance, and the 
battle rages on up over the top of the cliff. 

But her objective is here, the one person who can stop it 
all. 

She enters the house and goes through to the back, revealing 
a doorway in the back. When she steps through she finds --

A GAP IN THE CLIFF FACE, barely wide enough for a person, 
stretching into the distance. She can’t see the other end of 
it. 

She starts to move through it. 

EXT. RAHAYEB STREETS

Kai races through the streets.

TAO (V.O.)
Kai, she’s entered the gap!

Kai looks over his shoulder to see A DROPSHIP has spotted 
him.

KAI
I’ve got company!

He comes to an intersection and is CUT OFF BY A DROPSHIP. He 
skids to a stop and changes direction only to be CUT OFF BY 
ARMED SOLDIERS. 

They open fire!
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He DODGES the bullets and ducks the motorcycle down a SET OF 
STAIRS into a MAZE OF ALLEYWAYS.

INT. TOWER

Mehmet is looking down at the Battle in front of him, but he 
keeps glancing at the VIDEO FEED of the chase in the city. He 
sees the motorcycle get cornered and then DUCK DOWN a set of 
stairs.

Mehmet PAUSES the video and looks closely at the hooded 
figure on the motorcycle.

He radios Hosni. 

MEHMET
Hosni, do you read me?

No response.

MEHMET (CONT’D)
(to a Command Tech)

Where is Colonel Hosni’s ship?

INT. DROPSHIP

We see a dropship traveling to a DIFFERENT TOWER then 
Mehmet’s. 

Inside Ali is piloting the ship, with Hosni behind him - the 
comm indicates Mehmet is calling. Hosni press’s a button - 
NOT RESPONDING.

ALI
What happens if she doesn’t make 
it? 

Hosni shakes his head. 

HOSNI
Then God help us. 

INT. GAP IN THE CLIFFS

Ayana sees the end of the canyon, a narrow sliver that lets 
out into the SEAM.

She reaches the exit to find:  

TOTAL CHAOS

In the air, DROPSHIPS and GUNSHIPS are engaged in a DANCE OF 
DEATH with Machines Skimmers. 
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She sees a squadron of Human Gunships have damaged the engine 
of one of the MACHINE MORPHO CARRIERS, causing the whole 
thing to TILT TO ONE SIDE - it’s booster barely keeping it 
aloft.

On the ground in front of her a battalion of TANKS and 
ARMORED TROOPS advance on a line of SMALLER WALKERS, while 
the bigger WALKERS fire MISSILES at the distant towers. 

As she watches she witnesses a MACHINE TUMBLER, a 20 foot 
long METAL SAND SNAKE that comes up from BENEATH THE GROUND 
and DRAG SOLDIERS back in. She sees a TUMBLER ATTACK take out 
two of the soldiers before they can deploy SAND DEPTH CHARGES 
that FRY anything underground within a hundred yards.  

She spies a path through the fighting and makes a RUN FOR IT, 
hoping one small figure won’t be noticed.

EXT. RAHAYEB STREET

Kai races down a street toward a SQUARE. When he enter the 
square, the path he was about to take out of it, EXPLODES.

Kai skids to a stop and sees that one of the DROPSHIPS fired 
a missile and just missed him. Its main GATLING GUN starts 
firing and Kai has to hide behind the statue in the middle of 
the square. 

KAI
Nero, I’m cut off!

NERO (V.O.)
Approaching your position.

The second dropship appears and moves to flank Kai. 

Then we see Nero on a nearby ROOFTOP. He LEAPS ONTO THE ROOF 
of the passing Dropship and YANKS on one of the JET ENGINES, 
causing the whole thing to SPIN WILDLY IN THE AIR. 

Nero uses the one engine to try and steer the erratic 
Dropship toward the other one. 

PILOT
I’ve got... something.. on me... 
trying to compensate!

Kai watches as Nero’s wrestles the engine like a bucking 
bronco, managing to steer it into a COLLISION COURSE with the 
other ship. 

KAI
Nero!
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Kai watches as the two ships COLLIDE, with Nero sandwiched 
between them. A VIOLENT EXPLOSION ensues, as the two ships 
separate and SMASH into nearby houses - CRASHING TO THE 
GROUND in a fiery inferno. 

As the smoke billows, Kai sees Nero on the ground, torn to 
pieces. Tao is on Kai's shoulder now. 

TAO
No!

Nero is ripped apart, mechanical fluid leaking out of him. 
Nero looks at him.

NERO
Its ok, Tao. I’m a protection unit. 
Kai is alive. Did she make it?

TAO
She’s in the Seam.

NERO
Then we have a chance.

Nero turns his head sideways. 

NERO (CONT’D)
They’ll soon realize she’s there. 
You haven’t much time.

KAI
I wish I would have known you... in 
better times.

NERO
I wish... you could have met... 

Nero stops moving. He’s dead. Kai looks at Tao. 

KAI
I’m sorry, Tao, but... 

He doesn’t know what else he can say. 

KAI (CONT’D)
Direct me to one of the Gaps to the 
Seam.

INT. TOWER

Mehmet is watching all his displays - 
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TOWER COMMAND TECH
Sir, Rahayeb Hunters report they 
have lost sight of the Machine 
Spy... no, wait... we have a proxy 
sensor reading coming from...

The tech stops, and check’s it again. 

MEHMET
From where?

TOWER COMMAND TECH
Sir, its coming from... the Seam! 
There’s a sleeper down there. 

MEHMET
What? Where?

Ayana position appears on Mehmet’s map grid. Mehmet realizes 
whats going on. This could undo all of it.

MEHMET (CONT’D)
Send word to all Dropships in that 
area, that is the MACHINE SPY we’ve 
been looking for. We have to stop 
her. 

EXT. GAP IN THE CLIFFS

Kai races through one of the GAPS in the cliff, with TAO on 
his shoulder. He bursts out of the gap onto the desert floor. 
As they RACE FORWARD --  

KAI
See if you can get a visual. 

Kai LEAPS a Dune - as the motorcycle goes skyward - Tao 
FOCUSES in on the tiny spec of Ayana. 

TAO
Got her, toward that ridge to the 
right.  

Kai nods, and he guns the engine and roars off in her 
direction. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

A group of FOUR REINFORCEMENT DROPSHIPS break off from 
heading toward the main battle and bank toward Ayana’s lone 
figure out on the desert plain.
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INT. DROPSHIP

PILOT
Sir, we have a fix on the spies’ 
position, heading that way now! 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Ayana runs for the distant line of Walkers, but they are 
still far off. She runs forward and then the GROUND IN FRONT 
OF HER - about 30 yards away - starts SHAKING!

She stops, uncertain, as the shaking gets stronger and 
stronger, and a WALKER RISES OUT OF THE SAND... up close it 
is TERRIFYING - GIANT METAL LEGS with SAND POURING OFF IT.  

Two hundred yards on either side, she can see there are 
additional Walkers rising from the sand.

She see’s a RIPPLE OF LIGHT - like a wall. The EDGE OF THE 
HOMELAND. 

SHE’S ALMOST THERE. 

INT. DROPSHIP

PILOT
Tower, we have multiple new 
signals! They have reinforcements!

MEHMET (V.O.)
It is ESSENTIAL to the war effort 
to take out the spy! She has 
information that could turn the 
tide of the battle, she CANNOT make 
it to the homeland border!!

PILOT
Understood sir, we don’t let you 
down!

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

The Dropship arcs forward toward Ayana. Ayana look back - 
recognizes the DANGER - She STARTS RUNNING for the border. 

The Walker behind her fires ANTI-AIRCRAFT MISSILES at the 
INCOMING DROPSHIPS, destroying one of them, with two other 
scattering. 

The fourth ship dodges the incoming missile and TARGETS AYANA 
with a GATLING GUN -- it starts firing -- 
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INT. DROPSHIP

From the pilots view, we see: the bullets strafe along the 
ground, HITTING AYANA and kicking up a HUGE CLOUD OF DUST. 

PILOT
Got her! Backing off!

The Dropship pulls back and DODGES more ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
MISSILES that fly toward it.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Kai RACES on the BIKE - Tao, on his shoulder, ZOOMS IN AGAIN 
on where Ayana was -- it’s a swirl of SAND - and in the 
midst, Ayana, on the ground...  

TAO
She’s been hurt!

KAI
No!!!

EXT. RAHAYEB

BOOM!!! Kim and the soldiers look up in shock. A distant 
EXPLOSION! Then another. Then another. 

ALL OVER THE CITY.  The first wave of sleepers are beginning 
to explode!

INT. TOWER

Mehmet looks to the a news screens - multiple network, 
reporting explosions. 

NEW REPORTERS
...explosions... all over the 
world, sleepers are starting to 
detonate... in catastrophic 
numbers... 

He watches as SLEEPERS go off all around the world - His plan 
is working!

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Ayana - her body covered in burned bullet wounds - GLOWING 
WITH ENERGY in the cracks - lying on the ground, PULLS 
HERSELF desperately towards the border line. But its too far, 
she’ll never make it! 

Revision 119.



EXT. RIO DI JANERO

We see explosions occurring all over the city skyline. Glass 
falls like rain onto the streets. 

Now, WHITE CRACKS are beginning to form over the skin of 
every sleeper on the beaches, in the crowded squares and 
markets. We know what happens when those cracks fully 
develop.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Ayana is ALMOST THERE - dragging through the sand, blood and 
blue energy seeping down her body. 

EXT. JAKARTA

The sleeper store owner of the LOOTED SHOP in sitting in his 
office, waiting for the glowing white cracks all over his 
body to REACH HIS EYES.

Across the street he can see another storefront EXPLODE IN 
FIRE. 

EXT. MUMBAI

The same couple from before is there, the mans WIFE embracing 
him. She has to LET GO because he’s getting too hot.

INDIAN MAN
Please, my love! Run!

His wife just smiles serenely.

INDIAN WOMAN
Never.

We can see behind them fires burn throughout the city. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

In the midst of all this, Kai rides up on his motorcycle to 
Ayana, still laying in the dirt. 

TAO
There she is!

KAI
AYANA!!!!

Kai drops the bike and runs up to Ayana. 

She’s heavily injured, her body covered in shrapnel wounds. 
She’s racked by spasms of glowing blue streaks. 
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She looks up at him.

AYANA
Kai?

He wraps his HANDS in cloth and begins to DRAG HER towards 
the EDGE OF THE INHIBITOR FIELD.

KAI
You’re going to make it. 

TAO
Kai, she’s too far gone!

KAI
What do you mean?

Tao leaps down onto her body.

TAO
The energy discharge if we stop the 
sleepers.

(looks up at Kai)
She won’t survive.

KAI
What? No! No! There has to be 
another way?

AYANA
(her face raspy)

Its ok, Kai.

KAI
No, all of this, can’t be for 
nothing!

AYANA
Its not for nothing Kai.

She smiles.

AYANA (CONT’D)
I can stop all of this. Stop the 
sleepers from dying. From killing 
so many people. I can bring... 
hope...

KAI
I lost you once, I’m not losing you 
again. 
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AYANA
Who knows, maybe their’s another 
copy somewhere.

She smiles, a bit of gallows humor.

AYANA (CONT’D)
Please, if you meant what you said. 
You’ll be help me. Please Kai.

Kai is distraught. After a long beat he makes a choice, to 
help this woman. 

AYANA and KAI slowly make their way to the EDGE - and FINALLY 
- her hand crosses the edge. We see a PULSE - SIGNAL - go 
forth. The giant WALKER in front of her RECEIVES THE SIGNAL. 

EXT. RIO DI JANERO

Glowing white cracks covering sleepers all over the city, 
begin to RECEDE. 

EXT. JAKARTA

The shopkeeper with glowing white cracks all over his body in 
Jakarta is watching as his cracks recede and fade away. 

EXT. MUMBAI

Our Indian couple hugs each other with tears of joy. They did 
not die today. He may be a machine, but she is still his 
wife, and they choose to not let this define their love.

MONTAGE WORLDWIDE

All over the world, from Rome to Jakarta, we see the effects 
of the disarming. There is both grief at the immense loss and 
joy that there is still hope.

INT. TOWER

Mehmet is watching this with a dark look of anger. 

INT. DROPSHIP 

Hosni and Ali watch the reports, of the sleeper disarming all 
over the world. Hosni notices something else. 

HOSNI
The Seam. The signal dampening 
field. The machines have dropped 
it. 
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ALI
There’s something else coming 
through. They are broadcasting. All 
frequencies, analog and digital. 

Ali flips a switch on the console. An image appears on screen 
of MEHMET. A RECORDING FROM THE SLEEPER LAB. From Ayana’s 
eyes:

MEHMET
We know the threat. That it will 
destroy us, is inevitable, unless 
we act. Now they will believe me. 

Ayana goes limp. 

KAI
Ayana!!!

EXT. RIO DI JANERO

People watch the feed on a huge screen on the beaches of Rio.

HOSNI
We’re getting reports of mass 
casualties all over downtown 
SHANGHAI. Similar reports from the 
Central governments of MOSCOW, RIO, 
and CAIRO. 

KAI
What have you done to her!!

EXT. JAKARTA

People watch the feed on a screens all over Jakarta, amidst 
the chaos and confusion of the sleeper disarmament. 

MEHMET
She’s the catalyst, Kai. Don’t you 
understand?

(pause)
The worm will spread from the 
Capitals of each of the New World 
Territories until its affects ALL 
of the remaining sleepers.

EXT. MUMBAI

People gasp with horror at what this man is capable of.

KAI
No!! I thought... you wanted to 
disarm the sleepers.
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MEHMET
(grimly)

We are. 

The image of Mehmet fades out. On it appears images of the 
HUGE ROCKETS we saw at the beginning of the movie, that 
Mehmet assumed were ICBM’s, that we now know are COLONY SHIPS 
meant to take the Machines to the stars. 

They look FEARSOME and FRIGHTENING. But then we see a DIAGRAM 
OF THEIR TRUE PURPOSE. As Orbital Vehicles, meant to bring 
the Homeland to Space. 

On the screen appears: A HUMANOID ROBOT. Her name is MEDEA. 

Similar to Nero, but a female form. The prototypical female 
android.

She speaks to the world.

In Mumbai on every screen:

MEDEA
(in Hindi)

Forgive us. 

EXT. JAKARTA

MEDEA
(Indonesian)

We tried to preserve life. We 
created the sleepers, to end the 
bloodshed. But with peace, we 
brought distrust. Fear. Chaos. And 
suffering.

EXT. RIO DI JANERO

MEDEA
(Spanish)

Our intentions are not to attack 
you, not now, not ever again. We 
hid the truth of this from you, 
hoping one day you would have the 
will to receive it in the way it 
was intended...

Revision 124.



EXT. RAHAYEB MARKET

MEDEA
(in Arabic)

Humanity is not ready to accept an 
equal. Instead you see us as a 
threat to your existence, a rival 
species. We are not.

INT RUSSIAN BATTLE TOWER

A video feed of Medea is playing on every screen.

MEDEA (CONT’D)
(in Russian)

We know our presence on this planet 
will only lead to more conflict.

INT. HOSNI’S DROPSHIP

MEDEA
We are leaving this planet behind. 
We had hoped to bring some number 
of you with us. To colonize the 
heavens, along side us, as 
partners. Perhaps when humanity 
is... ready to forgive.

(she pauses)
I know it will not be easy to 
accept the disarmed machines who 
were once sleepers. 

(pause)
The Machines hope that... we can 
meet humanity again... in better 
times.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Tao has projected this speech to Kai and Ayana, so they can 
see what the Machines told the world.

Ayana looks at Kai -  

AYANA
(with a raspy voice)

You look terrible.

He smiles at her.

KAI
You don’t look so hot yourself. 

Ayana looks at the white hot glowing cracks on her body. She 
smiles grimly. 
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AYANA
I’d call this pretty hot. 

EXT. CITIES OF THE WORLD

We saw that this interaction is being broadcast around the 
world. People watch, as Kai tries to save Ayana’s life.

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Her bodies pulses - the white cracks growing ever closer, 
ever hotter. 

AYANA
I wish we had... real time 
together. 

(pause)
Now, for my sake, and yours, you 
need to move away.

Kai is distraught, almost crying.

AYANA (CONT’D)
Kai, for this to mean anything, you 
have to live. Live for the both of 
of us. And for your wife. 

Kai finally understands. He gets up and backs away from her.

AYANA (CONT’D)
I love you. 

KAI
I love you too. Ayana. 

Her body turns to PURE ENERGY. 

AYANA
I am not a weapon. I choose peace. 

In SLOW MOTION: She EXPLODES. He covers his eyes. 

When he opens them, she’s gone. 

Kai stands up, heartbroken. Behind him he hears a voice.

MEDEA
Hello, Kai.

He turns. Its the Android that just spoke to the world.
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INT. TOWER HOLDIHG CELL

Hosni enters the jailer area of a HOLDING CELL inside the 
command tower. Mehmet is in the cell, under heavy guard. The 
world now knows that he intentionally set off the sleepers to 
provoke a war. 

HOSNI
Hello, Mehmet.

MEHMET
Traitor. 

HOSNI
I’m sorry I betrayed you, General. 

MEHMET
I don’t mean a traitor to ME. I 
mean a traitor to HUMANITY. If the 
Machines leave, they are going to 
come back, and annihilate us. 

HOSNI
We don’t know that. 

MEHMET
It’s in their nature. They can’t 
help it. Violence begets violence. 
Only one species can be dominant, 
and you have now assured that it 
won’t be US. 

Beat. 

HOSNI
At some point we have to believe 
peace is possible. 

MEHMET
You’re a fool. We’ll all find out 
some day, won’t we?

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE

Kai speaks to the Machine Leader, Medea.

MEDEA
She was too far gone, we could not 
save her.

Kai nods, still distraught.
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MEDEA (CONT’D)
Thank you for... saving our people. 
And yours.

Beat

MEDEA (CONT’D)
We are leaving, but I would ask... 
would you come with us? As an 
ambassador for humanity. We do not 
want to forget out creators and 
perhaps someday... we can live in 
peace.

Kai looks at her. 

KAI
Is there any chance there’s another 
copy of her, that survived the 
bombings? 

MEDEA
It’s possible. We can’t be sure who 
lived or died. 

He nods. 

EXT. DESERT LANDSCAPE - DUSK

As the sun sets, the great MACHINE COLONY SHIPS, LIFT OFF 
from the MACHINE HOMELAND. They essentially ARE the Machine 
Homeland.

As the ORBITAL PAYLOAD ROCKETS fall away, we see Kai is 
strapped in, inside the ship. 

EXT. CITIES OF THE WORLD

In Jakarta, and Moscow, and Mumbai, Istanbul and Abu Dhabi: 
we see people watching the ships. Some with hope, some with 
anger, and every emotion in between. 

INT. MACHINE COLONY SHIP

Kai walks through the gleaming ship. Thousands of MACHINES - 
of every description, type, design, moving in harmony. 

He walks to a doorway and goes in. 

INT. MACHINE COLONY SHIP - HUMAN SECTION

He sees that this ship has THOUSANDS OF COMPARTMENTS for 
Human beings. 
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He walks through the compartment, marveling at the ingenuity 
it took to construct such a craft. And the wasted effort. 

He looks back through a window at the Earth below - 
retreating into the distance. 

KAI
You would have loved this Ayana.  

EXT. DUBAI MARKET - DAY

A woman, her face covered, watches a screen - the ships 
ascending, receding from view and into the heavens. We come 
in close, to reveal her eyes - and we now see it’s AYANA - 
another copy. Watching... 

FADE OUT
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