
Talking Points: Random Facts about Alexandrea Weis 
 

*Alexandrea (Alex) is a permitted and certified wildlife rehabber with the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries. 
 
*She is an advanced practice registered nurse. 
 
*Alex’s father was an independent film producer and director who worked on some large 
productions, from James Bond films to Sergio Leone Westerns to smaller productions based in 
New Orleans. He worked on a film called My Name is Nobody starring Henry Fonda. Henry and 
Alex became friends during the production.  
 
*She went trick-or-treating with Roger Moore’s daughter when her father worked on the James 
Bond film, Live and Let Die. 
 
*Alex was raised on motion picture sets and learned how to do everything behind the scenes—
her father insisted. She learned everything from running sound to working with 35mm film. She 
was taught cinematography by a man named Irwin Blaché, who worked for Cecil B. DeMille. 
 
*Tennessee Williams was a family friend. He would visit her house when she was a little girl. Alex 
grew up listening to him talk about his life, his work, and how he created characters. She was 
young and had no idea of his influence on literature, only that he taught her how to cheat at gin 
rummy and he was always kind. When Alex was in high school, she had to do a paper on A 
Streetcar Named Desire. She called Tennessee and asked him for help. Alex’s teacher did not like 
her paper and wanted to give her a low mark because she felt Alex didn’t understand the essence 
of what the author meant in the story. Tennessee called the teacher after Alex told him about her 
grade. She ended up getting an A.     
 
*Alex grew up in a haunted cottage in the French Quarter. A voodoo (technically hoodoo) priestess 
lived next door and practiced her religion, an intriguing blend of Catholic and African beliefs. She 
would often perform rituals in her courtyard, and Alex would watch her through the chinks in the 
brick wall separating their courtyards. She taught Alex about honoring spirits and respecting 
magic. From her, she learned to appreciate all things outside the realm of possibility and embrace 
the unknown. 
 
*Alex’s family (mother’s side) is descended from the McKenzie clan made famous in the 
Outlander series. Jamie Fraser, played by Sam Heughan, is the nephew of the Chieftain of Clan 
McKenzie in Outlander. Alex’s great, great, great grandfather fought with Bonnie Prince Charlie 
at the Battle of Culloden Moor. The family moved to Northern Ireland where they settled after the 
battle, and the family home, Altmover, is still there. Alex is the only American on her mother’s 
side of the family. Her mother kept her British Citizenship even after marrying Alex’s father. 
 
*The entertainment bug is in Alex’s family tree. Not only was her father ingrained in the motion 
picture business, but her cousin, Dallas Smith, is a talent agent at United Agents in London. He 
has represented stars such as Henry Cavill, Kate Winslet, Eddie Redmayne, Kit Harington, Natalie 
Dormer, Lindsey Duncan, and Rosamund Pike. 



 
*Alex grew up surrounded by artists and jazz musicians. Painters such as Gerard DeRose and 
Les Phillips were frequent visitors to her home in the French Quarter.  
 
*Alex owned and ran a restaurant called Mystic Café on Magazine Street in Uptown New Orleans.   
 
*Alex kills characters in medically accurate ways. Her background and medical experience taught 
her a great deal about how to murder people.  
 
*Alex grew up riding horses and spent years show jumping—winning two state-championships—
which taught her everything she needs to know about horses and how to kill anyone handling them. 
(As exhibited in her thriller, Have You Seen Me?) 
 
*A review of River of Ashes by Booktrib stated, “If Gillian Flynn and Bret Easton Ellis had a book 
baby it would be River of Ashes.” The Strand Magazine said, “… her novels are destined to stand 
along with authors such as Stephen King, Gillian Flynn, Joyce Carol Oates, and Jeffery Deaver.” 
A Hugo Award Winner said, “… the writing is smart and flowing with hints of Carson McCullers 
and William Faulkner influences.” Readers have said they see elements of Alex’s style in works 
of Lois Duncan, Heather Graham, Shirley Jackson, Tennessee Williams, and V.C. Andrews. 
Anyone who knows how to write with a Southern Gothic flair.  
 
 


