
 

Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

June 20, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at the Public Utility 
Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Margaret Miner  Rivers Alliance  
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
Tom Tyler   MDC 
 

Members by Phone: 
Vin Ringrose   Fisheries Advisory Council 
 

Other Attendees: 
Linda Ferraro   DPH 
Gail Lucchina   PURA 
Nick Neeley   PURA 
Melissa Schlag   CT Fund for the Environment 
Elaine Sistare   CDM Smith 
Martha Smith   West River Watershed Coalition 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
Eric Brown   CBIA 
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
Denise Savageau  Town of Greenwich 
Robert Spooner  NRG Energy 
Kevin Sullivan   Green Industry 
Henry Talmage  CT Farm Bureau 
Robert W. Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
Bob Young   Middletown Water & Sewer Department 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:35 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2017 meeting and the motion 
was approved unanimously, with Margaret Miner and Richard Sobolewski abstaining because they had 
not attended the meeting. 
 

3. WPCAG membership 
 
There was a discussion of possible alternate members.  Vin Ringrose and Margaret Miner discussed the 
Alicea Charamut’s qualifications for serving as Vin’s alternate to represent the Fisheries Advisory 
Council.  Margaret asked Bruce about the process for designating alternates for WPCAG members.  
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Bruce explained that the WPC has designated alternates for a few members and that the alternates 
either must have the same employer or be part of the same organization as the member. 
 
Margaret said she would like to be able to tell the WPC tomorrow that members at today’s WPCAG 
meeting support Alicea Charamut being designated Vin’s alternate.  Karen Burnaska mentioned that 
Roger Reynolds used to serve as the alternate member for CT Fund for the Environment/Save the 
Sound and asked that Melissa Schlag replace Roger as alternate.  Richard Sobolewski said the Office of 
Consumer Counsel will also name someone to be an alternate.  A motion was made and seconded to 
convey these requests to the WPC and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Margaret Miner mentioned that Maureen Westbrook’s departure as a member and co-chair raises a 
process question and added that she has heard rumors that John Hudak will replace Maureen as co-
chair.  She asked if he would agree to serve as co-chair and John said he would need to know about the 
organization of the upcoming State Water Plan implementation process before deciding on what would 
be the best use of his time, and also would need to discuss with his employer.  There was a discussion of 
the history of WPCAG leadership and John mentioned that one of the options the WPC is considering is 
to establish or designate an implementation group and an oversight group for the State Water Plan. 
 

4. State Water Plan 
 
a. Review of Draft Plan 

 
Elaine Sistare provided an overview of documents under preparation and expectations for review at 
the 6/21 WPC special meeting.  She pointed out that CDM Smith’s contract expires 6/30, but the 
WPC will not be able to vote to approve the draft until 7/5, at the earliest.  Elaine also explained how 
comments have been reviewed and how they and responses will be incorporated.  Some still require 
discussion.  She said documents will be delivered as PDF files and as editable Word files and there 
was a discussion of expectations for the remainder of the month. 
 
Virginia asked what would happen after CDM Smith is gone if the WPC votes against the report; 
would the 1½-year effort be wasted?  Elaine Sistare such an outcome is unlikely and noted that the 
WPC will be able to modify the draft report on its own.  There was a discussion of how the plan 
adoption process will proceed without a consultant and of the prospect for receiving additional 
funding to extend CDM Smith’s contract. 
 
Nick Neeley said the availability of funding and other resources will influence the approach taken in 
completing the plan outreach and adoption process.  Margaret noted that interested organizations 
can have an important role, but they and the public they reach out to will question whether their 
input will really be considered. 
 
Nick Neeley said there are many options for outreach and there was further discussion of such 
options.  Gail Lucchina said there is no guarantee that the WPC or legislature will adopt any 
particular suggestion, but all will be considered.  There was further discussion of expectation for the 
upcoming process and Elaine reminded everyone that it will be on tomorrow’s WPC agenda and 
added that she will advise the WPC that the WPCAG is offering to help. 
 
Len DeJong said he and Aaron Budris are working on an approach for coordinating plan outreach 
with the state’s councils of governments (COG).  The approach used with Aaron’s COG, the 
Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments (NVCOG), can be a prototype for such a process.  Linda 
Ferraro said DPH plans to provide outreach to the CT Public Health Association.  There was a 
discussion of such outreach not only being beneficial for seeking input into the plan but also when 
implementing the plan. 
 
Virginia de Lima said there has been some discussion of developing a standard presentation that 
different people and organizations can use for plan outreach.  Margaret Miner said different 
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WPCAG members might not agree with everything in a standard presentation.  Len DeJong said 
CDM Smith’s recent PowerPoint presentation used during the LOB public meeting was a good 
presentation to work from.  There was a discussion of different groups reaching out to different 
audiences.  Elaine Sistare provided an overview of what is expected to happen during the remainder 
of CDM Smith’s time with this project. 
 

b. Status Update and Next Steps – CDM Smith Report 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 

c. Assignments and feedback for WPCAG 
 
The group decided this topic was also covered earlier in the meeting and Virginia de Lima said she 
might talk with Bob Moore of the Policy Committee about membership in the subcommittees. 
 

d. Policy Committee Report 
 
There was no further update. 
 

e. Science and Technical Committee Report 
 
Virginia de Lima said the most recent meeting included a discussion of priority basins.  She 
explained the approach of identifying three categories of basins that might be considered to be 
priorities:  those that are reasonably healthy; those with significantly degradation; and those that 
are at the tipping point between the other categories.  It was an accelerated process and the priority 
basins were not intended to be provided as a list, but instead be used as examples in the text 
showing how the policies and pathways forward would be applied. 
 
Virginia provided an overview of the group’s discussion, particularly of the fact that it tends to be 
relatively small sections of streams that are in the news, while the planning effort is at the scale of 
regional basins.  She noted that most regional basins include waters of varying levels of degradation 
and mentioned that the Natchaug River basin was one of the basins the group cited as an example of 
a pristine basin. 
 
Virginia mentioned that the discussion identified some basins that may not have been expected, 
such as Candlewood Lake, which came up as being at a tipping point.  Elaine Sistare said the final 
report will include the examples mentioned by Virginia.  There was a discussion of the River 
Alliance’s assistance in this effort by polling the public and synthesizing the information it received. 

 
5. Old Business 

 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 
Margaret Miner said Tony Mitchell of the Rivers Alliance attended the most recent meeting of 
each Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC).  Exclusive Service Area (ESA) mapping is out 
and the WUCCs are working on their integrated plans.  Margaret said she is concerned about 
whether WUCCs are addressing environmental concerns.  She also mentioned her concern about 
Eversource acquiring Aquarion and pointed out the Aquarion has extensive ESAs and lands across 
western CT.  She said she is concerned about changes in Eversource’s approach to environmental 
management and mentioned that Eversource has been constructing large concrete platforms in its 
power line easements.  She noted that her organization had a long relationship with Northeast 
Utilities and questioned whether changes like these are what people had voted for.  Nick Neeley said 
PURA anticipates receiving Eversource’s filing for the proposed acquisition in the next month. 
 

b. Legislative updates 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3139&q=387352
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Nick Neeley said the Governor signed HB 6008 (PA 17-1), the bill establishing an Independent 
Consumer Advocate to act on behalf of Metropolitan District of Hartford consumers.  Nick said the 
legislature also passed HB 7221 (PA 17-211), which is Margaret Miner’s bill regarding access to 
water planning information.  Margaret said that bill goes some distance towards resolving public 
access to such information and there was a discussion of it requiring water companies to submit 
both redacted and un-redacted copies of water supply plans to the state, with the redacted plans 
being available to the public.  There was further discussion of the background behind this issue. 
 
Nick Neeley said bills regarding drought (HB 506) and various bills regarding water bottlers died, 
but noted that these issues will not go away.  Margaret said her organization had opposed one of 
those water bottling bills, SB 753, which might have encouraged water bottling. 
 
Margaret Miner said she was disappointed that SJ 6, a resolution to approve an amendment to the 
state constitution to protect real property held or controlled by the state was never brought up for a 
vote.  She described the history of this proposal and noted that there is another chance for passage 
next year. 
 
Nick Neeley said that, if a budget is not adopted prior to July 1, continuing resolutions or executive 
orders will be required for state operations afterwards. 
 
Karen Burnaska said SB 945 passed and authorizes the Regional Water Authority do noncore 
business. John Hudak said the Governor has signed the bill and that it authorizes the RWA to 
conduct or invest in additional noncore businesses in the areas of agriculture and energy, provided 
they do not take place on Class 1 or 2 lands. 
 
There was a discussion of the potential for energy projects and Margaret Miner said she had heard 
of a proposal for floating solar panels in one RWA reservoir.  John said that this proposal is totally 
unrelated to noncore activities and is for the purpose of provided renewable energy to offset power 
needs at an existing drinking water treatment plant.  The proposed location is on an impoundment 
just downstream of Lake Saltonstall and John explained that project viability is pending a ZREC 
auction.  He noted that floating solar panels could improve water quality by shading out blue-green 
algae, which can be a concern for water utilities. 
 
Rischard Sobolewski mentioned that HB 6008, previously mentioned by Nick Neeley, establishes an 
Independent Consumer Advocate for MDC customers based on the RWA’s model. 

 
6. New Business 

 
There was no new business. 
 

7. WPCAG Work Groups 
 
a. Work group assignments and updates 

 
There was a discussion of which groups are currently active.  Margaret Miner mentioned the 
Watershed Lands group and Bruce Wittchen said that, while the Drought Plan group is not 
currently meeting, it could be active again depending on how the review of the draft updated 
drought plan proceeds. 

 
8. Public Comment 

 
There was a discussion of the PURA docket system being difficult for the public to use for submitting 
and reviewing comments and of problems with the water planning website.  Nick Neeley said he hoped 
a new docket will be established for the next stage of public comments on the plan and added the PURA 
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will get a new website in early October.  He noted the difficulty of making that transition with hundreds 
of dockets being open.  He said the WPC will likely discuss the plan comment process at its meeting 
tomorrow. 
 
Margaret Miner read a resolution she had written for Maureen Westbrook as she leaves the WPCAG 
and there was a discussion of how best to present it to her.  Len DeJong noted that Margaret Miner had 
won an award from the CT River Conservancy. 
 

9. Future Meeting Date 
 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 18, 2017, at PURA. 
 

10. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 

https://www.ctriver.org/

