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JOIN ALL OUR SERVICES VIA OUR LIVE STREAM
Connect through our website, Facebook, or YouTube: 

http: / /www.stdemetr iosmi.org/

LIFE OF THE SAINTS

In the half-century aer the First Ecumenical 
Council held in Nicea in 325, if there was one 
man whom the Arians feared and hated more 
intensely than any other, as being able to lay 
bare the whole error of their teaching, and to 
marshal, even from exile or hiding, the 
beleaguered forces of the Orthodox, it was St. 
Athanasios the Great. is blazing lamp of 
Orthodoxy, which imperial power and 
heretics' plots could not quench when he 
shone upon the lampstand, nor �nd when he 
was hid by the people and monks of Egypt, 
was born in Alexandria about the year 296. 
He received an excellent training in Greek 

letters and especially in the sacred Scriptures, 
of which he shows an exceptional knowledge 
in his writings. Even as a young man he had a 
remarkable depth of theological 
understanding; he was only about twenty 
years old when he wrote his treatise "On the 
Incarnation." St. Alexander, the Archbishop 
of Alexandria, brought him up in piety, 
ordained him his deacon, and aer deposing 
Arius for his blasphemy against the Divinity 
of the Son of God, took Athanasios to the 
First Council in Nicea in 325. Saint 
Athanasios was to spend the remainder of his 
life laboring in defense of this Holy Council. 
In 326, before his death, Alexander appointed 
Athanasios his successor.

In 325, Arius had been condemned by the 
Council of Nicea; yet through his 
hypocritical confession of Orthodox belief, 
Saint Constantine the Great was persuaded 
by Arius's supporters that he should be 
received back into the communion of the 
Church. But Athanasios, knowing well the 
perverseness of his mind, and the disease of 
heresy lurking in his heart, refused 
communion with Arius. e heresiarch's 
followers then began framing false charges 
against Athanasios. Finally St. Constantine the 

STS. ATHANASIOS & CYRIL, PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA
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His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas
of the Holy Metropolis of Detroit

e Reverend Father Timothy Cook, Priest
Cell: 517-515-9565

Email: f r t imot hycook@gmai l .com

Parish Council

President: Dr. Judy Blebea Vice President: Taylor Blohm
Treasurer: Corey Ferris Secretary: Art Tselepis
Members: Vicki Clifford, Dr. Constantine Constantinou, 

Andrea Ferris, Dr. David Nichols, Elan Nichols,
Joni Porchia, Kosta Povich, Megan Rodriguez.

Diakonia
is the monthly newsletter of

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
4970 Mackinaw Road, Saginaw, MI 48603

Phone: 989-793-8822     |     Fax: 989-793-8896
Email: stdemetriosmi@gmail.com

Website: http://www.stdemetriosmi.org

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church is a parish under the 
spiritual and ecclesiastical authority of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Nicholas of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit, part of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America under the jurisdiction of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church exists to unite all in 
Christ's love, so that all may �nd salvation.

e mission of St. Demetrios is to be a welcoming, Christ-
centered community serving others in love, proclaiming and 
living the Orthodox Christian faith in pursuit of salvation.

"Diakonia" is published on the �rst of each month. e deadline for 
submissions to this newsletter is the 20th of the prior month.

Published by 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church of Saginaw, MI 

Parish Ministry Team
AHEPA President: Evan Houpis
Altar Boy Advisors: Evan Houpis, Dr. Andy Bazakis
Bookstore: Edward Economous
Bylaws: Kosta Povich
Choir: Dr. Andrew Bazakis, Dr. John Blebea, Bambi Howard, 

Connie Kelso, & Andreas Skoutelas
Custodian: Mark Legner
Daughters of Penelope President: Vicki Clifford
Festival Chair: Dr. David Nichols
Flower Ministry: Eleni Morris
Hellenic Center: Megan Rodriguez 
Outreach Coordinator: Andrea Ferris
Special Events: Joni Porchia
Philoptochos President: Joni Porchia
Stewardship Chair: **vacant**
Secretary: Gabby Economous
Sunday School Director: **vacant**
Youth Protection Administrator: Elaine Makas 

Visit our website:
www.stdemetriosmi.org

for our weekly bulletins, newsletter 
archives, lives of the saints and daily 

scripture readings, news from our 
community, and much more!

Vigil Candles

December
12/05 - For Mary Kouvelas - Memory Eternal.

For George Kouvelas - Memory Eternal
By Elaine Kimmerly.

- For George Koutras - Better Health & Healing.
By Marge Paron

- For Elevtherios - Memory Eternal.
For George Koutras - Better Health & Spiritual Favors
By Sophia Bernhart

- For Alexander - Memory Eternal.
By Dr. Judy Blebea

12/12 - For Mira, Elena, & Teodora - 
Children/Special Purposes. By Dr. Judy Blebea.

- For Amanda & family - Better Health.
By Mariam Haddad

- For Special Intentions.
By Petro & Sandra Ahejew

12/19 - For Patti Sharrard - Better Health.
By Marge Paron

- For Elena, Greg, Callie, Mira, & Livia - Better Health.
By Dr. Judy Blebea

12/26 - For Mary Nichols-Gardner - Better Healthl.
By Gabriella Nichols Economous & Family.

Parish Council Appointments 
Becuase we only elected two of the six Council 
members in December, as required by the 
Archdiocesan Regulations the Parish Council will 
now proceed to appoint the four remaining 
members. Please speak to Fr. Timothy if you are 
interested in serving as part of this ministry. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvcu-qrDMsG9Sr4oPTDL-iflVEHgoRb2kV
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From Fr. Timothy

DO WE T.H.I.N.K BEFORE WE SPEAK?

W e usually think of words as not mattering or meaning much, or at least we treat them as 
inconsequential. However, our words actually have incredible power – power to soothe, heal, 

encourage, and inspire…or to devastate, insult, condemn, and destroy.

No one understood this, perhaps, better than Winston Churchill. When he was given the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, the committee cited his “brilliant oratory in defending exalted human values.” His rhetorical skill 
didn’t come naturally, though, and he almost never spoke “off of the cuff.” He spent years learning and honing 
his speaking abilities, and at the height of his political career he still spent hours writing, re-writing, and 
practicing speeches that lasted only a few minutes. He considered not only the meaning of words, but things 
most of us never consider: how they sound, the number of syllables, age, and derivation. Churchill made a 
point of taking great care with everything he said, so much so that a commentator later said of him that he 
“mobilized the English language and sent it into battle, a spearhead of hope for Britain and the world.” 

At the end of this month we will celebrate the ree Holy Hierarchs – Sts., Basil the Great, Gregory the 
eologian, and John Chrysostom. In a time when skill with words was particularly prized, these three stood 
out for their ability to share the light of Christ using their words. ey are, perhaps, the embodiment of 
Christ’s promise that He would give His people “a mouth and wisdom that your adversaries will not be able 
to withstand or resist.” (Luke 21:15) 

When St. Gregory the eologian was made Patriarch of Constantinople, there was no church for him, as the 
Arian heretics had taken over all of them. He converted his house into a Church and from there delivered his �ve 
most famous sermons – the eological Orations. St. Gregory was Patriarch for only three years, but when he 
retired there were no churches le to the Arians in Constantinople – such was the power of Christ in the words of 
St. Gregory. Like Churchill, the ree Holy Hierarchs used their words with great care. Every sermon and letter 
was meticulously craed to inspire, li up, and recall their hearers to Christ. As we prepare to celebrate their feast, 
it is good for us to ask ourselves – do we use our words with the same care and for the same purpose?

Before we speak, we should always T.H.I.N.K. – that is, ask ourselves: is what I am about to say

1) True – never make something up just to have something to say, and certainly never lie. If it isn’t 
true, don’t say it. 

2) Helpful – even if something is true, it doesn’t necessarily need to be said. ere are a lot of things 
that may be factually true, but entirely unhelpful or even hurtful to say. If it isn’t helpful, don’t say it.

3) Inspiring – our goal when we speak or write should always be to li up our neighbor, not to put 
them down or condemn them. Putting others down may feel good to us – at least for a moment – but 
it is the opposite of what we are called to do in Christ. Our words should help others to li up their 
souls to God, not crush them into the dust.

4) Necessary – this ties into another old saying: “if you don’t have anything good to say, don’t say 
anything.” So much of how we use our words is unnecessary, and those are the words that usually 
bring hurt to others. ere are times when it is important for us to stand up and speak, but those 
words will mean more if we are more cautious about speaking. When in doubt, remain silent. 

5) Kind – this is, perhaps, the most important. Nothing speaks the love of Christ louder than our own 
acts of kindness, and nothing cuts off that light more quickly than unkindness. As one of the recent 
elders of the Church said, “If you can’t be a saint, at least be kind.”
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President's Corner                          

Judy S. Blebea, MD, M                    

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!                       

As 2021 comes to an end, we look forward to a new year with expectations of new opportunities and fresh 
beginnings.  We all recognize that the past two years have been particularly challenging with the COVID 19 
pandemic.  As I �nish up my term as president of the parish council, I am so grateful to Fr. Timothy, my 
fellow parish council members and all our wonderful parishioners who have been instrumental in guiding 
and supporting our parish during these difficult times.  

Some of us lost loved ones during this pandemic while others were ill, yet all of us have experienced 
increased levels of stress and anxiety and changes to our normal routine.  e world is weary and exhausted, 
but we remain hopeful because we have been given the gi of salvation through Jesus Christ.  At this time of 
the year, we remember the lyrics from the Christmas carol, “O Holy Night”, that on the night when Christ is 
born, there is “a thrill of hope the weary world rejoices; for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!” 

e dismissal hymn to St. Demetrios also tells us that “All the world has you, its mighty champion, fortifying 
us in times of danger, and defeating our foes, O victorious one”.  ere is no doubt that all the world could 
use a champion right now to encourage us as we continue to brave this pandemic! 

So instead of a New Year’s resolution, I’m making a New Year’s prayer that 2022 will be a more happy and 
healthy year for all of you and that everyone will be blessed with the gi of the peace of God which surpasses 
all understanding!  

Dr. Blebea is a graduate of the St. Stephen’s Certi�cate Program of the Antiochian House of Studies and holds a Master of eology in 
Applied Orthodox eology from the St. John of Damascus School of eology of the University of Balamand, Lebanon.

Winston Churchill demonstrated the power of words chosen and spoken with care time and time again 
throughout his career. In Psalm 140, the psalmist asks God to “set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, a door 
of enclosure about my lips. Incline not my heart to evil words.” (Psalm 140:3-4) If what we are about to say 
isn’t true, helpful, inspiring, necessary, and kind, we are better off being silent. is applies to what we say in 
person, what we say over the phone, what we say on the internet, and what we write. What we say and how 
we say it matters, because words have powerv- to li up or to cast down. 

Christ, the Living Word of God, said that He came into the world not to condemn it but to save it. Our task 
as Christians is to choose and to use our words for that same purpose. Our transformation in Christ should 
be re�ected in the words we speak and write in the same way that it was re�ected in every word of the ree 
Holy Hierarchs. We should always T.H.I.N.K. before we speak, not only so that we put no barrier between 
our neighbor and Christ, but so that our words might re�ect the eternal Word and share the light and love 
that is Christ with His Creation.

May the ree Holy Hierarchs guide and inspire our words as we enter a new year in Christ! Happy New Year!

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
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PROSPHORA & FELLOWSHIP 
SCHEDULE

DECEMBER

Jan. 2 P: Mariam Haddad 
F: Elaine Makas 

Mark & Koula Legner

Jan. 9 P: Nancy Derleth  
F: Nick & Lena Legakis 

Athena Kurtz

Jan. 16 P: Sandy Duke 
F: Tasia Kokas 

Elaine Kimmerly 

Jan. 23 P: Alexia Houpis 
F: Ron & Conie Kelso 

Katerina Katsiouras

Jan. 30 P: Bambi Howard 
F: Teona Maghalakeldize & family 

Kathy Metropoulos

Many thanks to all who 

prepare the prosphora 

and host the fellowship 

hour each week! 

Your offering of time and talent is 
truly an important offering for the 

celebration and living out of the 
Divine Liturgy for us and our 

community.

If you are unable to prepare Prosphora 
or host the fellowship hour for your 

scheduled Sunday, please contact the 
Church Office promptly at:

 (989) 793 - 8822  
stdemetriosmi@gmail.com.

Funerals

George Anthony Koutras (1966-2021) Patricia L. Sharrard (1953-2021)
December 28th, 2021 January 3rd, 2022

May their memory be eternal

https://www.steelefuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=23507614&source=SmsSh
https://www.casefuneralhome.com/obituaries/George--Anthony-Koutras?obId=23467114#/obituaryInfo
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Great, misled by grave charges of the Saint's 
misconduct (which were completely false), had him 
exiled to Tiberius (Treves) in Gaul in 336. When Saint 
Constantine was succeeded by his three sons 
Constantine II, Constans, and Constantius, in 337, 
Saint Athanasios returned to Alexandria in triumph. 
But his enemies found an ally in Constantius, Emperor 
of the East, and he spent a second exile in Rome. It was 
ended when Constans prevailed with threats upon his 
brother Constantius to restore Athanasios (see also 
Nov. 6). For ten years St. Athanasios strengthened 
Orthodoxy throughout Egypt, visiting the whole 
country and encouraging all: clergy, monastics, and lay 
folk, being loved by all as a father. Aer Constans's 
death in 350, Constantius became sole Emperor, and 
Athanasios was again in danger. On the evening of 
February 8, 356, General Syrianus with more than �ve 
thousand soldiers surrounded the church in which 
Athanasios was serving, and broke open the doors. 
Athanasios's clergy begged him to leave, but the good 
shepherd commanded that all the �ock should 
withdraw �rst; and only when he was assured of their 
safety, he also, protected by divine grace, passed 
through the midst of the soldiers and disappeared into 
the deserts of Egypt, where for some six years he 
eluded the soldiers and spies sent aer him.

When Julian the Apostate succeeded Constantius in 
361, Athanasios returned again, but only for a few 
months. Because Athanasios had converted many 
pagans, and the priests of the idols in Egypt wrote to 
Julian that if Athanasios remained, idolatry would 
perish in Egypt, the heathen Emperor ordered not 
Athanasios's exile, but his death. Athanasios took a 
ship up the Nile. When he learned that his imperial 
pursuers were following him, he had his men turn 
back, and as his boat passed that of his pursuers, 
they asked him if he had seen Athanasios. "He is not 
far," he answered. Aer returning to Alexandria for 
a while, he �ed again to the ebaid until Julian's 
death in 363. Saint Athanasios suffered his �h and 
last exile under Valens in 365, which only lasted 
four months because Valens, fearing a sedition 
among the Egyptians for their beloved Archbishop, 
revoked his edict in February, 366.

e great Athanasios passed the remaining seven years 
of his life in peace. Of his �y-seven years as Patriarch, 

Continued from pg. 1...
he had spent some seventeen in exiles. Shining from 
the height of his throne like a radiant evening star, and 
enlightening the Orthodox with the brilliance of his 
words for yet a little while, this much-suffering 
champion inclined toward the sunset of his life, and in 
the year 373 took his rest from his lengthy sufferings, 
but not before another luminary of the truth -- Basil 
the Great -- had risen in the East, being consecrated 
Archbishop of Caesarea in 370. Besides all of his other 
achievements, St. Athanasios wrote the life of St. 
Anthony the Great, with whom he spent time in his 
youth; ordained Saint Frumentius �rst Bishop of 
Ethiopia; and in his Paschal Encyclical for the year 367 
set forth the books of the Old and New Testaments 
accepted by the Church as canonical. St. Gregory the 
eologian, in his "Oration On the Great Athanasios", 
said that he was "Angelic in appearance, more angelic 
in mind; ... rebuking with the tenderness of a father, 
praising with the dignity of a ruler ... Everything was 
harmonious, as an air upon a single lyre, and in the 
same key; his life, his teaching, his struggles, his 
dangers, his return, and his conduct aer his return ... 
he treated so mildly and gently those who had injured 
him, that even they themselves, if I may say so, did not 
�nd his restoration distasteful."

St. Cyril was also from Alexandria, born about the 
year 376. He was the nephew of eophilus, 
Patriarch of Alexandria, who also instructed the Saint 
in his youth. Having �rst spent much time with the 
monks in Nitria, he later became the successor to his 
uncle's throne in 412. In 429, when Cyril heard 
tidings of the teachings of the new Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Nestorius, he began attempting 
through private letters to bring Nestorius to renounce 
his heretical teaching about the Incarnation. When 
the heresiarch did not repent, St. Cyril, together with 
Pope Celestine of Rome, led the Orthodox 
opposition to his error. Saint Cyril presided over the 
ird Ecumenical Council of the 200 Holy Fathers in 
the year 431, who gathered in Ephesus under St. 
eodosius the Younger. At this Council, by his most 
wise words, he put to shame and convicted the 
impious doctrine of Nestorius, who, although he was 
in town, refused to appear before Cyril. St. Cyril, 
besides overthrowing the error of Nestorius, has le 
to the Church full commentaries on the Gospels of 
Luke and John. Having shepherded the Church of 
Christ for thirty-two years, he reposed in 444.

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/calendar
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Medical Professionals Sunday - Jan. 23rd

Educators Sunday - Jan. 30th

To serve as a medical professional is always a difficult - albeit 
rewarding - calling, being as much a ministry as it is a job or 
career. For everyone in the medical �eld, these last two years 
have been especially difficult, particularly for those who 
work in our hospitals and emergency rooms.

In recognition of this, we as a parish will be recognizing all 
of our medical professionals and honoring them on Sunday, 
January 23rd. We will also be praying for them by name in 
our weekly Paraklesis service.

Please join us on Medical Professionals Sunday - January 
23rd - as we honor our medical professionals, and please remember to thank them 
and pray for them as well as their patients. May God bless and keep our medical 
practitioners, through the prayers of Sts. Cosmas and Damian, and all the Holy 
Unmercenaries!

To serve as a teacher at any level is a rewarding profession, but 
also one that asks more of those who enter the �eld than the 
rest of us can understand. ey offer their time, talent, 
treasure, and love to our children on a daily basis, going above 
and beyond their "job description" on a regular basis. 

is has been especially true over the last two years, as they 
have been asked to teach in extraordinary conditions which 
oen shi at the drop of a hat.

In recognition of this, we as a parish will be recognizing all of 
our educators and honoring them on Sunday, January 30th 

(the feast of the ree Holy Hiearchs). We will also be praying for them by name in 
our weekly Paraklesis service.

Please join us on the Educators Sunday - January 30th - as we honor our educators, 
and please remember to thank them and pray for them. May God bless and keep our 
educators, through the prayers of the ree Holy Hierarchs, Sts. John, Basil, and 
Gregory!
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Food Baskets, 2021
is year, we:

• Raised $4,339.98 for our Food Basket and Giving Ministry in 2021, not including a       
generous donation which covered the cost of all the turkeys. 

• Made and distributed Food Baskets to about 60 families in the Tri-City area,;
•  Collected and distributed gis to about 90 children. 

ank you to all of our volunteers who worked so hard over this last week, to everyone who 
adopted a family through the Giving Tree, and to everyone who supported this ministry! 
It is a joy to see our parish reach out with such loving care every year! 

Special thanks to: 
Dominic Moes, who oversees the packing every year; 
Gabby Economous, who handles all phone calls to the Church with such grace and love; 
Corey Ferris, who plans and organizes the routes and groups every year; 
Most of all to our outreach coordinator, Andrea Ferris, who plans, calls, organizes, 
prepares, and oversees this ministry every year.
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THE FEAST OF ST. BASIL - JAN. 1ST

St. Basil was Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia (Asia 
Minor), and one of the great luminaries of the 
Orthodox Faith. Saint Basil was one of the three 
Cappadocian Fathers of the Church (the others 
were Gregory of Nazianzus, his best friend, and his 
brother, Gregory of Nyssa).

Saint Basil established the �rst orphanage and 
hospital in Christian history, and is considered one 
of the most wise and compassionate clergymen in 
the entire history of the Church. His Feast Day is 
observed on January 1st, the same day we celebrate 
the Naming/Circumcision of the Lord.  

How to Celebrate

1) On the feast of St. Basil, Orthodox Christians 
around the world celebrate by preparing and cutting 
the Vasilopita (St. Basil's bread). We will do this in 
Church on January 9th, but you can do it at home, 
too, on January 1st or the closest day you can.

For more on the story of the Vasilopita, or a recipe, 
look up: http://www.vasilopita.com

2) Sing his hymn! (See link to AGES below).

3) Come to Church! We always have Liturgy on 
January 1st. 

THEOPOHANY OF OUR LORD - JANUARY 6TH

e Feast

e Feast of the eophany of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (sometimes called Epiphany) is ranked 
third of all the Feasts of the Church. Only Pascha 
and Christmas are celebrated with greater joy. 
Because the feast falls so soon aer Christmas, it is 
not preceded by a forty-day fast. Because it is �tting 
to prepare for every feast with a fast of some kind, 
however, we do observe a strict fast for one day on 
the eve of the feast (January 5th, the twelh day of 
Christmas). e feast is followed by the usual 
"octave," an eight-day festal period ending on the 
14th. e day aer eophany is dedicated to the 
Synaxis of St. John the Baptist. 

In the early centuries of the Church, eophany was 
the day set aside in the East as the celebration of the 
coming of the Lord into the world and celebrated 
Christ's Nativity, Naming, Presentation at the 
Temple, and Baptism all together. ese feasts were 
separated out in the fourth century when the whole 
Church adopted the custom already in use in the 
West of celebrating the Nativity of the Lord on 
December 25th. e feast of eophany when we 
celebrate the Great Blessing of the Waters and 
renew the consecration of the Church and the 
Church's "supply" of holy water.

How to Celebrate

1) As always, come to Church! ere are services for 
eophany on January 5th (the Eve) and January 6th.

On eophany Eve, we will celebrate the Great 
Hours of eophany in the morning, followed by 
the Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil and the Great 
Blessing of the Waters. On eophany itself, we will 
celebrate the festal Orthros & Liturgy, followed by 
the Great Blessing of the Waters. 

2) Sing the hymn of eophany! is hymn is sung 
not only during this festal period, but anytime we 
bless a church, a home, a school year, or just about 
anything.

3) Have your house blessed! Just as we renew the 
consecration of the Church on eophany with the 
sprinkling of holy water, so also we renew the 
consecration of our homes. (See page 19).

OTHER RESOURCES FOR CELEBRATING 

FASTS & FEASTS

ARCHDIOCESAN WEBSITE

e Archdiocesan website includes articles, prayers, 
service texts, homilies, messages, encyclicals, audio, 
photo galleries from around the Archdiocese, and 
videos. 

Visit goarch.org to see more.

AGES INITIATIVES

AGES Initiatives Digital Chand Stand supplies most 
of the texts for the Divine Services in our parish. It 
also contains a large library of musical scores for the 
hymns of those services (and many more, besides) 
to be sung both in Church and at home. 

Visit https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html.

LIVING THE LITURGICAL YEAR - JANUARY 

https://www.goarch.org/pentecostarion
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html
https://vasilopita.com
http://www.laurieconstantino.com/recipe-index/greek-beans-and-grains-soup-polysporia/
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/js/viewer/web/viewer.html?file=/m/dedes/en/me/m01/d06/ve/w/apolytikion1.pdf
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/js/viewer/web/viewer.html?file=/m/dedes/en/me/m01/d01/ve/w/apolytikion1.pdf
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http://stdemetrios.mi.goarch.org/calendar/parish-calendar
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https://secure.myvanco.com/YGSQ/home
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Our 2021 Stewardship goal is $170,000. As of December 27th we have received pledges re�ecting 104% of that goal.
ank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2021. Please join them in their support of our 

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!
(Please submit any corrections to the Church office).

Rev. Fr. Timothy & 
Pr. Catherine Cook

Rev. Fr.  Peter & Pr. Peggy 
Bistolarides

Ahejew Sr., Petro & Sandra

Ahejew, Augusta

Ahejew, Debra

Ahejew, Petro & Kristina Lyn

Anagnost, Christ & Olga

Andros, George

Andros, John & Kathi

Barris, omas & Angela

Bazakis, Andrew & Ann

Bensinger, Warren

Bernhart, Johnathan

Bernhart, Sophia

Billingsley, omas & Joan

Blebea, John & Judy

Blohm, Jeremy & Taylor

Bone, Kevin & Bessie

Bristley, Mark & Anastasia

Brown, Tula

Bujouves, Perry

Caldwell, Larry & Peggy

Caris, Georgia

Clifford, Shawn & Vicky

Constantinou, Constantinos & 
Mimi

DeLong, Bill & Vonnie

Demosthenous, Neophytos & 
Heather

Dietzel, Ashley

Driver, Eleanor

Driver, Michele

Duke, Sandy & Brady

Economou, Soula

Economous, Gabriella & 
Eddie

Ellis, Dorothy

Erfourth, Stavroula & 
Michael

Evans, William & Alexia

Ferris, Corey & Andrea

Gavalas, Kitty

Gowenlock, Kimberly & 
Quincy

Gustafson, Betty

Haddad, Mariam & Nabil

Hauffe, Kurt & Lana

Houpis, Evan & Alexia

Howard, Bambi & Kyle

Hubbell, Linda & Doug

Huber, Kathy

Ioannidis, John & Melissa

Ioannidis, Matina

Kalivas, Risty & Karen

Kallos, George & Alexandra

Karris, Mersina

Katsiouras, Katerina & 
Athanasios

Kelso, Ron & Connie

Kennedy, Ana

Khoury, Sameer & Areen

Kimmerly, Elaine

Kokas, James & Mary

Kokas, omas & Anastasia

Koutras, Anthony & Rula

Koutras, Gus & Mary

Kurtz, omas & Athena

Labrou - Betts, Vicky

Lancaster, Tim & Amber

Legakis, Nick & Lena

Legner, Mark & Koula

Maghlakelidze, Teona & 
Goreliskvili, Koba

Total Pledges: $176,060.00 Offerings Received: $190,174.18 Largest pledge: $20,000.00

Stewards pledged: 134 Offerings Unful�lled: $8,816.50 Median pledge: $720.00

2021 STEWARDSHIP REPORT - DECEMBER 27TH, 2021

Makas, Elaine

Makrianis, Grace

Malik, Dymitr

Mehl, Stephanie & Andrew

Mendyk, Dan & Tena

Mente, Fay

Metropoulos, Katherine

Metropoulos, Maria

Mighion, John & Christine

Milionis, Barbara

Morris, Adam Sr. & Eleni

Nemode, Tom & Peggy

Nichols, David & Elan

Ortega, David

Ostler, Dennis & Soula

Paez, Eleheria

Paron, Jamey

Paron, Kelly

Paron, Marge

Paron, Nicholas & Julie

Patishnock, Tim

Porchia, Eliana

Porchia, Joni & Jose

Porchia, Leonardo

Povich, Douglas & Leta

Povich, Julia

Povich, Kosta & Charlotte

Psetas, Chris & Michelle

Psetas, Christ & Yiota

Rapanos, Elaine

Rapanos, Jason

Reitz, John & Haroula

Rodriguez, Megan & Matt

Rouman, George & Fran

Sahouri, Majed & Rheame

Siradakis, Eihios & Beverly

Skoutelas, Andreas & 
Paraskevi

Skoutelas, Athanasios & 
Glykeria

Skoutelas, John

Skoutelas, Lambros & 
Christine

Sous, Jacob & Ruha

Sous, Michael & Dawn

Sous, Nicholas

Sous, Rita

Stamas, Jim & Marsha

Stavropoulos, Bill & Linda

Tambouridis, Elaine

Tarachas, Achilles

Tarachas, Bill & Bo

Tarachas, Electra

Triant, James

Trianta�llou, George & Jean

Trianta�llou, Gust & Martha

Tselepis, Art & Nancy Schaab

Tsiros, John & Kristen

Tsulaia, Tamara & 
Mamaladze, Vasil

Ulmer, George & Virginia

Veremis, John

Veremis, eodore & Georgia

Veremis, omas & Irene

Zacharko, Kathleen & James

Zaharopoulos-Brand, Helen & 
Brand, Jordan

Zaharopoulos, George & 
Victoria

Zestos, Eva

Zestos, Eva V. & Crawford, 
Nate

Zestos, James

Zubulake, George & Gladys

Zubulake, Jim & Esmini
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Our 2022 Stewardship goal is $220,000. As of December 27th, 2021, we have received pledges re�ecting 25% of that goal.
ank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2022. Please join them in their support of our 

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!
(Please submit any corrections to the Church office).

Cook, Rev. Fr. Timothy & 
Pres. Catherine 

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & 
Pres. Peggy

Ahejew Sr., Petro & Sandra

Ahejew, Debra

Ahejew, Petro & Kristina 
Lyn

Alexandris, Tom & Athena

Bernhart, Johnathan

Bernhart, Sophia

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & 
Peggy

Blebea, John & Judy

Blohm, Jeremy & Taylor

Caris, Georgia

Driver, Michele

Duke, Sandy & Brady

Economous, Gabriella & 
Eddie

Erfourth, Stavroula & 
Michael

Ferris, Corey & Andrea

Gavalas, Kitty

Gustafson, Betty

Houpis, Evan & Alexia

Howard, Bambi & Kyle

Hubbell, Linda & Doug

Ioannidis, Matina

Karris, Mersina

Katsiouras, Katerina & 
Athanasios

Kelso, Ron & Connie

Khoury, Sameer & Areen

Legner, Mark & Koula

Maghlakelidze, Teona & 
Goreliskvili, Koba

Mehl, Stephanie & Andrew

Metropoulos, Katherine

Paron, Jamey

Paron, Marge

Paron, Nicholas & Julie

Total Pledges: $73,990.00 Offerings Received: $0.00 Largest pledge: $7,800.00

Stewards pledged: 44 Offerings Unful�lled: $73,990.00 Median pledge: $1,000.00

2022 STEWARDSHIP REPORT - DECEMBER 27TH, 2021

Povich, Kosta & Charlotte

Rouman, George & Fran

Siradakis, Eihios & 
Beverly

Skoutelas, Athanasios & 
Glykeria

Sous, Rita

Veremis, Kanella

Warner, James & Alina

Zacharko, Kathleen & 
James

Zestos, Eva

Zestos, James

Zubulake, George & 
Gladys

2020
Cook, Fr. Timothy & Pres. Catherine
Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy

Ahejew, Petro & Sandra
Economou, Athanasia

Greek Festival
Houpis, Evan & Candace

In Memory of Eleni Bistolarides
Nichols, David

Rouman, George & Frances
Stamas, Jim & Marsha

Ulmer, George & Virginia
Zubulake, George

2021
Cook, Fr. Timothy & Pres. Catherine
Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy

Ahejew, Petro & Sandra
Barris, omas & Angela

Bazakis, Andrew
Economou, Soula

Houpis, Evan & Candace
Nichols, David & Elan

Rouman, George & Frances
Stamas, Jim & Marsha

Zubulake, George
In Memory of Konstantinos & Eleni Bistolarides

ST. DEMETRIOS FRIENDS OF THE METROPOLIS
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— STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE  —

ank you all for your loving support of our parish! anks to you, we not only met, but 
exceeded our Stewardship goal of $170,000 for 2021. is is an incredible step forward for our 

parish, but we believe that we can do more!

In the last quarter of 2021, the Stewardship Committee and the Parish Council challenged the 
parish to give an additional $35/month/family in addition to what they have already pledged, 

in an effort to reduce our budget de�cit to ZERO. 

For 2022, we have renewed this challenge for us as a parish to give additional $35/month/family 
throughout the entire year. If we can meet this challenge, we can not only meet our new 

Stewardship Goal of $220,000, we can take a giant step forward in:

1) Increasing our participation in the ministries of the Parish;

2) Reducing our dependence on "outside funding" (like renting the Hall); 

3) Meeting our Strategic goal of making our parish fully funded by Stewardship two years early;

4) Moving to expand our outreach and ministry in Mid-Michigan.

PLEASE JOIN US - THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE AND PARISH COUNCIL - IN 
TAKING THIS STEP FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF ST. DEMETRIOS 

CHURCH AND THE WORK OF GOD IN MID-MICHIGAN!

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=DRQL7MJDPY89G
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INTRODUCTION

T he Feast of the Holy eophany (Epiphany) of 
our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is 

celebrated each year on January 6. e Feast 
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and the 
divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At the 
Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were made 
manifest. us, the name of the Feast is Epiphany, 
meaning manifestation, or eophany, meaning 
manifestation of God.

BIBLICAL STORY

e Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is 
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 3, 
Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the one 
chosen by God to proclaim His coming, was 
preaching in the wilderness and was baptizing all 
who would respond to his message calling for 
repentance. As he was doing this, John was 
directing the people toward the one who would 
baptize them with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).

e Scriptures tell us that Jesus came from Galilee 
to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 
Initially, John would not do this, saying that Jesus 
should baptize him. Jesus said to John, “Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to ful�ll all 
righteousness (3:15). John consented and baptized 
Jesus.

When Jesus came up from the water, the heavens 
opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Him. e Bible records that the Spirit 
descended like a dove and alighted on him. When 
this happened, a voice came from heaven and said, 
“is is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” is was the voice of God the Father.

Christ’s baptism in the Jordan was “theophany,” a 
manifestation of God to the world, because it was 
the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry. It was 
also a “theophany” in that the world was granted a 
revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three Persons 
were made manifest together: the Father testi�ed 
from on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the 
Son received His Father’s testimony; and the Spirit 
was seen in the form of a dove, descending from 
the Father and resting upon the Son.

e theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” is also 
expressed in Scripture with the symbolism of light. 
In the hymn of the Feast we sing, “Christ has 
appeared and enlightened the world.” us, 
January 6 is also known as the Feast of Lights. e 
Church celebrates on this day the illumination of 
the world by the light of Christ.

ICON OF THE FEAST

e Icon of the Feast of 
eophany tells the story 
from the Gospels in 
images and color. On the 
le side of the icon we see 
John the Baptist who is 
dressed in camel’s hair and 
has the appearance of one 

who lives in the wilderness. His arms are 
outstretched, showing an attitude of prayer and 
reverence, but also directing others to Christ. With 
his right hand he is conducting the baptism.

THEOPHANY OF THE LORD - JANUARY 6TH
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In the center of the icon is Christ 
being baptized in the Jordan. He is 
standing in the water wearing a 
waistcloth, and with His right 
hand He is blessing the waters of 
the Jordan. Above His head is the 
Holy Spirit descending as a dove 

upon Him. At the top of 
the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening 
of the Heavens and the voice of the 
Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are 
shown with their heads bowed in 
reverence to Christ. ey are prepared to 
receive Him as He comes out of the water.

At the bottom of the icon are depicted two �gures 
riding on �sh or sea serpents, �eeing down the river 
away from Christ. ese depict the demons or 
spirits that inhabited the river who are being driven 
out by the purifying presence of the Lord as He 
blesses and sancti�es the waters by His baptism.

CELEBRATION OF THE 
FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY OF THE LORD

e celebration of this Feast of our Lord begins on 
January 5, a day known as the Forefeast of 
eophany. Depending on the day of the week, this 
could be an evening service with Vespers followed 
by the Liturgy of Saint Basil or a morning service 
with Matins and the Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom. Following the service on January 5, the 
service of the Blessing of the Waters is conducted. 
Prior to the evening or morning service the Royal 
Hours with the Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the Divine 
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is conducted 
preceded by Matins and followed by the second 
Blessing of the Waters.

e Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the 
church; however in many places throughout the 

world services are conducted near open bodies of 
water. As a sign of blessing as Christ blessed the 
Jordan, holy water is poured into the body of water. 
An associated tradition has been the tossing of a 
cross into the water to be retrieved by divers.

e holy water from the church is given to the 
faithful to consume and to use in blessing their 
homes. In the weeks following the Feast, clergy visit 
the homes of parishioners and conduct a service of 
blessing using the holy water that was blessed on the 
Feast of eophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the following: At 
the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on January 5: 1 
Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-18. At the Divine 
Liturgy on January 6: Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 
3:13-17.

HYMNS OF THE FEAST

Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn). Mode 1.

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the 
worship of the Trinity became manifest, for the voice 
of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the 
Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
con�rmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, 
who appeared and illumined the world, glory to 
You. 

Kontakion. Mode 4.

You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and 
Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud to You 
and say * with understanding, O Christ our God: 
You came and shone forth, O Light unapproachable.

Conclusion of the Praises (Matins). 

You wrapped yourself in the waters of the Jordan, O 
Savior who puts on light as a garment; and You 
bowed Your head before the Forerunner, O Lord 
who measured heaven with the span of Your hand, 
so as to turn the world back from error and to save 
our souls.

Today Christ came to be baptized in the Jordan. 
Today John touches the head of the Master. e 
hosts of heaven were astounded seeing the paradoxal 
mystery. e sea beheld it and �ed; when the Jordan 
saw, it retreated. And we who are now illumined cry 
aloud, * "Glory be to God who appeared, and who 
was seen on earth, and who illumined the world."
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Children's Corner
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January 7th



Page 19 Diakonia - January, 2022




