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when opportunity knocks, we’re 
supposed to open the door. But for 
many struggling Broward residents 

the door is tightly locked. They’re working hard 
– often at multiple jobs – to make ends meet. 
They play with our children at daycare, take 
our blood pressure at the doctor’s office, ring up 
our groceries, cook our food at restaurants, and 
more. Yet, their limited incomes leave them one 
healthcare emergency or major car repair away 
from spiraling into debt and being forced to rely 
on public assistance. 
 Based on compelling new data from the 
United Way’s ALICE report (asset, limited, 
income, Constrained, employed) a staggering 
30 percent of Florida households, or families, 
are living above the federal poverty level, but 
not earning enough to pay for food, housing 
and other basic needs. In Broward, 31 percent of 
families are at risk and 13 percent 
already live in poverty. That’s 44 
percent – or nearly 300,000 – of 
area families. 

Why they struggle
 Broward County is one of 
the least affordable counties in 
the nation, and salaries aren’t 
keeping pace. While there are 
jobs available, many are low-wage 
or hourly positions. In fact, 82 
percent of new jobs in Florida 
will pay less than $15 per hour 
by 2023 as the total cost of living 
continues to increase at a rapid 
pace. This leaves working families further behind 
each year with expenses that begin to eclipse 
their income. 
 Our area also has more severely cost 
burdened households than any place else in the 
country, with 38 percent spending more than 
half of their income on housing. Specifically, 

the American Dream is out of reach for many 
with Broward’s median home price of $330,000, 
while the average income for a family of four 
hovers around $64,000. And those working 
for minimum wage would need to put in 97 
hours a week just to afford an average Broward 
apartment. 
 All this only leads to further instability 
and isolation – and places any hope for getting 
ahead far out of reach. 

a hand Up, not a hand out
 The Community Foundation of Broward 
has made Economic Independence one of our 
top Issues that Matter. Our Fundholders want 
to bring out the best in others. Through grants 
from their Foundation Funds, they support 
many community projects that provide a hand 
up, not a hand out. Their generosity helps 

struggling families find 
economic stability 
before it’s too late. This is the 
first step toward long-term self-
sufficiency. 
 Hundreds of Broward families 
have already benefitted from 
projects that help them find 
steady employment, build a 
career, access higher education, 
tackle legal problems, find 
stable housing, and locate 
community resources to propel 
them to a brighter future.  
 The Foundation’s community 
knowledge and philanthropic 

expertise enables our caring Fundholders to 
provide the keys to unlock the door of economic 
opportunity for Broward families. Amazing things 
happen when people can stand on their own – the 
economy goes up, crime goes down, residents are 
healthier and future generations are empowered to 
Be greater.

97
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nicole is a veteran and a devoted single mom. After high school,  she 
served in the military for four years. Then, she postponed college 
to dedicate the last six years to her children. They’re the inspiration 

for everything she does. Although Nicole has always dreamed of pursuing 
a college degree to provide a better life for herself and her family, the 
probability of that happening is bleak.
 The data crunchers in Washington already have her future figured 
out. Instead of earning a college degree, Nicole will work a series of dead-
end, low paying jobs between now and when (more likely if) she retires. 
 Here’s why: First, she’s a woman. Women aren’t as ‘upwardly mobile’ as 
men, meaning they’re less likely to work their way up to a higher income 
level than the one they were born into. Second, she’s a single mom. And 
experts at the Brookings Institution say that it’s single women – 19 million 
of them to be exact – that are stuck in low paying jobs because they’re more 
likely to lack vital skills and education.
 Between work and caring for her family, Nicole’s destined to become just 
another statistic. So she’ll work unpredictable schedules and long hours with 
little time, not to mention money, leftover for anything else. Barely able to 
make ends meet, Nicole will be forever stuck in survival mode.
 The deck has been stacked against her. Until now…

lending a hand
Nicole contacted Legal Aid Service of Broward County for help with a child 
custody situation, they accepted her case, and also gave her the break she 
needed to beat the odds. Specifically, Legal Aid recommends that clients like 
Nicole participate in workshops that include a career assessment test. That 
test, along with several in-depth interviews with her case manager, led to 
Nicole being selected for Legal Aid’s Legal Empowerment and Assistance 
Project for Women (LEAP). 
 The project’s goal is to remove legal barriers for Broward women in 
crisis and put them on the path to future prosperity. LEAP was seeded by 

restacking
the Deck

the goal of legal aid service of Broward County is to provide high quality free civil 
legal advice, representation and education to the disadvantaged of Broward County 
so as to improve the lifestyle and living conditions of the low income community 
and encourage self-sufficiency.
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the Community Foundation of Broward and helps 
motivated women like Nicole, who are looking for a 
hand up, to: 

 •  Realize their dreams of completing    
  their GED, enrolling in college or    
  technical training, and finding a good job

 • Build a new life in safe, affordable housing

 • Set financial goals for the short and 
  long-term 

 • Connect with support services like    
  childcare, mentorship programs and interview   
  skills training to ensure future success
 
 “LEAP is far more than just legal representation, 
higher education and self-help workshops,” 
emphasized Maria Florencia Cadagan, Esq., LLM, of 
Legal Aid Service of Broward County. “Participants are 
given guidance and support every step of the way so 
they can concentrate on what’s most important: their 
bright futures!” 
 Community Foundation grants totaling $100,000 
to LEAP, made possible by the generosity of the Edwin 
A. and Jane N. Huston Fund, Bank of America Field 
of Interest Fund and others, are empowering women 
across our area to maintain, grow or return to financial 
independence. 
 So far, more than 85 percent of the women in 
LEAP have successfully met their financial goals. Half 
have already found jobs, another half are enrolled in 
education programs. And, with a growing waiting 
list for the program, their stories are inspiring other 
women to follow in their footsteps and get better jobs, 
become better providers and break the cycle 
of dependency. 
 Ultimately, the Foundation helps local women like 
Nicole and their families thrive. That means our work 
not only stacks the deck in their favor, but improves 
the odds for a better future in Broward.

“Based on a passion for helping 
people, i’ve decided to return 
to school and major in criminal 
justice. Benjamin, my two-
year-old son, is my biggest 
motivation. Now I know that 
you can achieve your goals, no 
matter what your age. Thank 
you, lEap!”Carissa

“for the last few years my 
husband and two crazy 
energetic boys have been my 
priority – and always will be. 
But thanks to lEap, i’m ready 
to do something i’ve always 
had my eye on. I’m going back 
to school to get a degree in 
nursing to provide a better 
future for my family and me.” yesenia

“I’m the proud mother of four. My 
youngest child has reached the 
age where I can return to school. 
today, i’m pursuing a degree in 
sociology with the lEap program’s 
support. Because I was a teenage 
mom, my goal is to one day 
open my own business helping 
pregnant teens.”yelva

thanks to legal aid service of 
Broward  County’s lEap program, 
i’m attending  Broward College 
and plan to make my dreams of a 
formal education in the medical 
field a reality.

                                    

“

”nicole
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most days Kevin Gabriel, whose friends call him 
Gabe, wakes up at 5:30 a.m., turns on the news 
and presses start on his pre-set coffee maker 

and then steps into the shower to begin his day. Although 
Gabe doesn’t have to be there until 8 a.m., he chooses to 
arrive more than an hour early to clean the front office at 
H.O.M.E.S charitable campus where he lives and works.
 After that it’s onto his favorite stop, the main community 
garden on campus, where you can almost feel his energy as 
he pulls weeds and rakes leaves. Gabe also waters the plants 
but he’s quick to point out that’s only if it hasn’t rained 
recently. Next, he and his supervisor walk the more than 
two acres of sweeping campus grounds that include the 
main office along with 40 tenant homes and apartments.  
 Take a minute to watch him at work and you’ll see that 
Gabe prides himself on keeping the gardens and landscaped 
areas pristine. His quiet, can-do attitude is inspirational – 
and it also makes it hard to imagine that not too long ago he 
was homeless.

gabe’s Journey
 A year and a half ago, Gabe’s life was drastically 
different. He lived under the 17th Street Bridge in Fort 
Lauderdale for several years and rarely knew where his next 
meal would come from, let alone the comfort of a warm 
bed. That’s until one typical sunny Florida day turned out to 
be not so typical. That’s the day he met Bob Smith or, more 
accurately, Bob introduced himself to Gabe and they got to 
talking. Turns out, Bob wasn’t just on a bike ride that day, he 
was also on a mission to help Gabe change his life.  
 Bob and his wife Kathy, who are Community 
Foundation of Broward Fundholders, reached out to their 
Charitable Funds Manager at the Foundation, Amanda Kah. 
They wanted to learn more about nonprofits in Broward 
that were helping the homeless like Gabe get on a path to 
long-term self-sufficiency. Amanda set them up with a site 
visit at H.O.M.E.S., a local organization that traditionally 
helps young adults who have aged out of foster, relative or 

community care, to become successful, independent adults 
through stable housing and support services. 
 H.O.M.E.S. had created a new Self-Sufficiency Pilot 
Program for mature adults who have been homeless long-
term. After visiting and seeing firsthand the H.O.M.E.S. 
model in action, the Smiths were inspired by all the 
nonprofit’s programs. Soon after they made a grant of 
$125,000, from their Kathryn E. and Robert S. Smith 
Family Fund at the Community Foundation of Broward, to 
H.O.M.E.S. for its wraparound services focused on helping 
the chronically homeless move to self-sufficiency. 
 The program was just the break Gabe needed. He now 
works at H.O.M.E.S. as part of a paid internship position, 
which subsidizes both his rent and salary. But it wasn’t just 
Gabe who ended up benefiting. 
 “The day we were introduced to Gabe was a blessing, he 
has proven to be an ideal candidate for our test program,” 
said Linda Taylor, Interim CEO at H.O.M.E.S. “He’s a hard 
worker, model tenant and a valued, well-liked member of 
our tight knit staff.” 
 There’s no doubt that the program has provided the vital 
combination of caring, structure and opportunity that Gabe 
needed for a hand up. 
 “Honestly, it’s unbelievable to have people like Bob and 
Kathy, and the entire staff at H.O.M.E.S., inspiring me every 
step of the way,” said Gabe who lights up when he talks 
about his life. “It feels good to give back to a community 
every day that’s given me so much, including the tools and 
resources I needed to become self-sufficient.”  

 

a Day 
in the life 
of Economic 

indEpEndEncE
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“honestly, it’s unbelievable to have 
people like Bob and Kathy, and the 
entire staff at H.O.M.E.S., inspiring me 
every step of the way.”
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for StratEgic giving5tipS

Words to the Wise:

you’ve worked hard and are now in a position to 
make a significant charitable donation. How do 
you decide what difference you want to make in 

the community? Here are five tips to help you be strategic     
and impactful: 

1. MaKE it pErsonal: 
There are thousands of nonprofits in 

South Florida. Make sure you support 
organizations that best align with who 
you are and what’s important to you. 
Start by thinking about your values 
and how you would like to change 

the world. This ‘look in the mirror’ 
approach will help focus your giving. 

That way, you’ll make a real impact on the 
causes that inspire you.

2.  Do yoUr hoMEWorK: 
You should know that the organizations 
you support operate effectively – and 
with integrity – before you give. 
Read annual reports, financial audits 
and organizational 990s. Request 
data that shows the organization’s 

impact, review budgets and goals, look 
for evidence of an engaged Board of 

Directors, and have conversations with the 
leadership team. This will give you a clearer picture of the 
nonprofit and its ability to deliver lasting results. 

3. KnoW yoUr iMpaCt: 
Giving is wonderful, but knowing your 

impact is priceless. So don’t hesitate to 
ask nonprofits to provide detailed 
reports that describe exactly what 
they’ve accomplished with your gift. 
Make it clear that you expect regular, 
personalized status updates.  And don’t 

forget to ask about site visits that enable 
you to see your philanthropy in action.

4. thinK Big: 
Consider collaborating with other 

like-minded philanthropists if you 
want to tackle major community 
issues. For example, it could be 
overwhelming to think about 
how you – alone – can help the 

large number of Broward families 
struggling to become economically 

independent. But the possibilities are 
endless when you partner with other philanthropists 
who share your goals. Through these connections, and a 
collaborative strategy, you can create meaningful change 
on larger issues. 

5. ConsiDEr all yoUr giVing potEntial: 
It’s important to know the many ways 

you can make a difference beyond 
writing a check. Start by consulting 

your professional advisor or 
estate attorney. They can help 
determine your current giving 
potential and explore ways to 

grow your philanthropy – even 
after you’re gone. This includes 

looking at your total assets, like stocks, 
real estate, businesses, life insurance and retirement plans, 
and thinking about how to use them to make a huge 
difference on an issue that’s special to you. 

Join the 450 people who already trust us to strengthen their 
giving and supercharge their impact. Through personalized 
charitable Foundation Funds we turn their philanthropic 
vision into real-world results.

Nancy Thies, Vice President of Philanthropic Services, can 

be reached at 954.761.9503 or nthies@cfbroward.org for 

more details on strategies to make your philanthropic impact 

BE GREATER.
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whether it’s tips from the latest book penned by our 
favorite industry titan, or professional advice from 
a successful colleague over a power lunch, we’re 

all looking for the keys to leadership that will take us to the 
next level.
 That success is even more critical for leadership in 
the nonprofit sector – a sector that directly impacts the health 
and well-being of every community and its residents. But 
when you do the math their small staffs, 
and even smaller budgets, leave almost no 
opportunities for leadership training.
 The Community Foundation of 
Broward started the Leadership Institute 
more than 20 years ago to fill this widely 
recognized gap in our area. Specifically, we 
set out to help the local nonprofit sector 
build capacity through personal coaching, 
workshops and renowned training 
programs provided at low, or no, cost. 
 Fast forward to today and the 
Leadership Institute has been universally credited with 
teaching the nonprofit sector how to invest in themselves, 
invest in excellence and invest in Broward through innovative 
programs that:

 •	Influenced	the	next	generation	of	nonprofit			 	
	 	 board	members	to help them be more strategic,   
  nimble and effective
	 •		Engaged	local	nonprofit	leaders	in	proactive		 	
	 	 business	discussions	led by local industry leaders 
  like Mike Jackson, chairman and CEO of    
  AutoNation, Inc., and many others
	 •	Empowered	nonprofit	CEOs	and	up-and-comers		 	
	 	 with	access	to	world-class	executive	leadership		 	
	 	 development, including the renowned American   
  Express Leadership Academy, at a fraction of the cost.  

 
 Laurie Sallarulo, President and CEO of Junior 
Achievement of South Florida, and a graduate of the 2017 

American Express Leadership Academy, emphasized how it 
transformed her thinking and executive leadership.
 “The truth is I was dreading giving up so much of my 
already limited time for training. But I’m so glad I did,” 
said Sallarulo. “The program really made me think – how 
am I communicating with my team? Am I doing enough 
planning? Am I communicating the plan? Contemplating 
these questions has led to strategic changes in our internal 

communications and planning processes.”
 Sallarulo is just one example of how the 
entire nonprofit sector has been strengthened 
through the Foundation’s leadership training 
– together the 11,000 participants in our 
training now serve 19 million Broward 
residents. 
 Originally the Foundation was the only 
place that nonprofit leaders could go for 
training. But the community has recognized 
its vital importance and has picked up the 
leadership training banner. Today, you’ll find 

programs at Nova Southeastern University, Broward College, 
Florida State University’s Jim Moran Institute and professional 
societies. 
 These expanded options for training in Broward have 
enabled the Foundation to change its emphasis. Instead of 
working with nonprofit leaders to develop skill sets, we’re 
asking them to apply what they’ve learned. The Foundation 
regularly convenes them around strategies for cutting-edge 
solutions to tackle critical community issues like economic 
independence.
 Through candid conversations with these effective leaders, 
who work in the field every day, we’re learning what works 
and what doesn’t, where to direct resources for the greatest 
impact, and more. 
 With this team of nonprofit leaders in place, we’ve 
set a new goal – together we’re taking Broward from good 
to WOW.

taKing 
Broward 
From 
good to 

WoW 

Over the past 
20 years, 

the Foundation’s
Leadership institute 

has trained 
11,000 participants 

who now serve 
19 million 

Broward residents.
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making connEctionS

(L-R) Mike Jackson, Chairman and CEO of AutoNation; Megan Wessel, 
Executive Vice President of the American Cancer Society’s Southeast Region 
Cancer Control Department; Alice Jackson, Foundation Board member; and
Linda Carter, President and CEO of Community Foundation of Broward

On October 4, the Foundation hosted a unique Food for thought 
event at Broward’s newest cancer research center, nova Southeastern 
university’s (nSu) Center for Collaborative research. Foundation 
Fundholders, legacy Society members, and Professional advisors 
toured cancer research labs at the nSu rumbaugh-goodwin institute 
for Cancer research. The tours were hosted by Appu Rathinavelu, 
Ph.D., Director of the Institute and the recipient of a 2016 Foundation 
grant. He is currently developing a promising new drug to fight 
brain tumors.

In June, the Community Foundation of Broward presented 
the american Cancer Society with a $25,000 grant for its 
road to recovery Program, which provides cancer patients with 
transportation to and from treatments. This support was made 
possible through a $10,000 grant from the autonation, inc. Fund 
and a $15,000 grant from the donald Vander linde Fund and 
Harold d. Franks Cancer Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Broward.

The Foundation’s Food for Thought event featured 
a panel discussion with Broward-area cancer 
experts who discussed revolutions in cancer patient 
research and care. 

(L-R) Dr. Omar Rashid, JD, Holy Cross Complex General Surgical 
Oncologist; Kim Praitano, Gilda’s Club CEO; and Jean Latimer, Ph.D., 
Director of the NSU AutoNation Institute for Breast and Solid Tumor 
Cancer Research

we greatly appreciate the support of our sponsors 
who underwrite these educational events: 

(L-R) NSU Researcher with Justine Morgan, Foundation Charitable Funds Manager, 
Selma Savage (Fundholder), Alyson Warner, Foundation Director of Philanthropic 
Services, and Tom Savage (Fundholder)

C o n n E C t | L E a r n | E x p L o r E
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Mother Nature has nothing on 
Broward County. We’re part of a 
community that rolls up its shirt 

sleeves and comes together in a crisis like 
Hurricane Irma. And we’re never shy to 
step up and make donations to recovery 
and rebuilding efforts. But sometimes it’s 
hard to know which local organizations 
will make the biggest impact – long after 
the TV cameras are gone. 
 That’s why the Community 
Foundation of Broward, Jewish 
Federation of Broward County and 
the United Way of Broward County 
formed Broward Cares. This strategic 
collaboration connects you with a trusted 
way to give in the months ahead. 100 
percent of donations go to nonprofit, 

government and civic organizations that lead disaster relief 
programs, provide recovery and rebuilding support, 
and more. 
 “There’s no question that when Broward works 
together to share information and expertise we can 
respond smarter, ensure the best use of resources, and 
make a bigger impact,” said Linda Carter, President and 
CEO of the Community Foundation of Broward. “We’re 
thrilled to be part of a collaboration that means leading boldly 
in the face of Hurricane Irma and future natural disasters.”  
  With that in mind, JPMorgan Chase Foundation donated 
$75,000, Florida Blue gave $50,000, American Express 
donated $50,000, and individual donations continue to come 
in to help with Hurricane Irma recovery efforts. 
 Now, when Mother Nature acts up, you’ll know that 
Broward Cares will be at the eye of storm recovery and 
rebuilding efforts. We’ll also make sure you know your impact 
for peace of mind in the long haul.

Broward carES 
Has	Its	Eye	on	
Storm	Recovery

Community Matters | Fall 

Board UpdatES
rECEnt honors, aWarDs anD aCColaDEs

100 percent of 
donations go 
to nonprofit, 
government 

and civic 
organizations 

that lead 
disaster relief 

programs, 
provide recovery 

and rebuilding 
support, and 

more. 

u	 DoRia camaRaza
  Senior VP and general manager at american 

  express, was honored at South Florida Business Journal’s  

  Ultimate CEO Awards for her business acumen, 

  leadership skills and community involvement.

u	 JamEs DonnELLy
  founder and Ceo of the Castle group, was recognized  

  at the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber’s Salute   

  to Business Awards as a top business leader for his   

  contributions to the community and local industry. 

u	 aLicE Jackson
  was recognized by the United Way of Broward County’s  

  women united with the magnolia leadership award  

  for her tremendous impact on our community through 

  hard work, dedication and philanthropy.

   

u	 JaREtt LEvan
  President of BBX Capital, received the Champion   

  for Children Award from ChildNet in honor of his   

  extraordinary contributions to our community focused 

  on changing the lives of children. 

u	 John offERDahL
  operator of seven offerdahl’s off-the-grill   

  restaurants, was honored at the Ronald McDonald   

  House Charities of South Florida’s Twelve Good   

  Men Luncheon for his history of outstanding   

  community involvement, civic service and   

  philanthropic leadership.

	u	LinDa caRtER
  Community Foundation of Broward President and Ceo,  

  was honored by the Cleveland Clinic Florida Women’s   

  Professional Staff Association with a Sapphire Award for her  

  leadership as well as her professional and personal excellence.
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Make the most of your giving, and take full advantage of year-end 
strategies through these options:

 Create a fund in your name:  
 u	 You can create a personalized Fund that reflects your charitable   
  passion, vision and philanthropic goals. 
 u		Seed your Fund with a variety of assets, including cash and   
  appreciated assets such as securities, real estate or a second home.   
	 u		Have an IRA?  If you’re 70 ½ you can make a qualified distribution  
  from your IRA to create or add to a qualified Foundation Fund.  
	 u		Create your Fund prior to December 31 to take the maximum tax  
  deduction permitted by law on your 2017 tax return.    

 add to your existing foundation fund:  
	 u	 If you have additional assets for charitable giving, you can always  
  add to your existing Fund – no matter when you created it. It’s the  
  quickest and easiest way to grow your impact. 

 seed a fund through your estate:  
	 u		We coordinate details with your attorney to ensure your vision for  
  your Fund aligns with your estate documents.  
	 u		We provide expert counsel on charitable gifts that include bequests,  
  life insurance policies, retirement accounts, charitable trusts or   
  charitable gift annuities. 
	 u		Your estate can be structured to pour into your existing Foundation  
  Fund or create a new Fund in your name.  
	

The Community Foundation of Broward 

helps families, individuals and organizations 

create personalized charitable Funds that 

deliver game changing impact. 

Charitable Funds enable forward-thinking 

citizens to play an important role in 

shaping Broward’s future. 

Newly	Established	Funds
Since May 1, 2017

Cindy	and	Jim	Caird	Charitable	Fund

Sophia	Carroll	Charitable	Fund	

Leonard	and	Antje	Farber	
Endowment	Fund	

H.	Wayne	and	Leah	S.	Glickfield	Fund	
for	the	Humane	Society	
of	Broward	County	

H.	Wayne	and	Leah	S.	Glickfield	Fund	
for	the	Salvation	Army	
of	Broward	County

Scott	Family	Fund

For Good. For Ever.

non-profit
U.S. postage
paID
permit #1307
Fort Lauderdale, FL

910 East Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 200
Fort Lauderdale | Florida | 33301

Address Service Requested

u 450 charitable Funds
u $180 million in assets
u 33 years of experience
u $96 million in community grants
u Ranked in top 100 community foundations

Considering a year-End gift?

To learn more, please contact Alyson Warner, Director of Philanthropic 
Services, at (954) 761-9503 or awarner@cfbroward.org today!

We’d love to chat with you about ways we can help you turn your 
vision into meaningful and impactful philanthropy.  

q
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