
BUSINESS  DAY

SUNDAYBD 
  Sunday  23 October  2016* Vol 1, No. 138                                                                                                             N300

Return of the cabal

Continues on pages 2

O
pinions are rife that Nigeria has gone back to the 
days of President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua when a few 
“selfish interests” constituted themselves into a pow-
erful “cabal” or “kitchen cabinet” and held the entire 
country hostage by ensuring that a dead president 

continued to rule from his deathbed.
The earliest indication of this possibility came from Senate 

President Bukola Saraki, who in June this year sounded the alarm 
that some “powerful” elements close to President Muhammadu 
Buhari had hijacked the government, using security agencies to 
coerce perceived political opponents of both the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) and members of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in the main.

Many Nigerians had thought that the Senate President was 
merely hallucinating and just crying out because the odds were 
against him at a time he was facing trial at the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal (CCT) over allegation of false asset declaration.

Saraki, a former governor of Kwara State, who maintained 
that he was innocent of the charges levelled against him at the 
CCT and at the FCT High Court, had alleged that a powerful cabal 
within President Buhari’s government had hijacked power and 
vowed to use all legal means available to resist any attempt by 
“forces within the government” to persecute him for upholding 
his fundamental rights.

“What has become clear is that there is now a government 
within the government of President Buhari who have seized the 
apparatus of executive powers to pursue their nefarious agenda. 
This latest onslaught on the legislature represents a clear and 
present danger to the democracy Nigerians fought hard to win 
and preserve,” Saraki said at the time.

“Without doubt, the highest of those responsibilities is the 
steadfast refusal to surrender to the subversion of our democracy 
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Buhari’s ministers spend taxpayers’ 
billions of naira to fuel SUVs

P
re s i d e n t  Mu h a m-
madu Buhari’s stout 
warning against of-
ficial superfluity not-

withstanding, a Nigerian 
minister in the current dis-
pensation has a minimum 
of two Toyota Land Cruiser 
Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs) 
which costs several millions 
of naira to fuel annually, 
BDSUNDAY has learnt.  

President Buhari had at 
the end of a two-day retreat 
at the Presidential Villa on 
the eve of inaugurating his 
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cabinet in November 2015 
warned the then ministers-
designate to avoid large 
convoys, long protocol and 
retinue of aides, a warning 
which many observers be-

lieve helped to curtail the 
excesses of ministers with 
such tendencies.

But BDSUNDAY investi-
gation reveals that Buhari’s 
ministers still have strong 
appetite for SUVs, a V8-de-
signed engine with 110-138-li-
tre tank capacity.

Lai Mohammed, minister 
of Information, Culture and 
Tourism, is said to be among 
ministers with the highest 
number of SUVs in their 
motorcade.

Only recently, it was re-
ported that Mohammed has 
six vehicles in his motorcade, 

but the former spokesperson 
of the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) had debunked 
the report as inaccurate, ad-
mitting, however, that the 
total number of vehicles in 
his convoy was five.

But analysts say this num-
ber is unnecessarily high, ask-

ing who occupies the other 
vehicles since the minister 
travels in only one SUV. 

Out of the five vehicles 
that the Information Minis-
ter agrees are in his motor-
cade, four are SUV8 engines, 
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and the desecration of the Sen-
ate. This is a cross I am prepared 
to carry. If my not yielding to 
the nefarious agenda of a few 
individuals, who are bent on 
undermining our democracy 
and destabilising the Federal 
Government to satisfy their 
selfish interests, is the alter-
native to losing my personal 
freedom, let the doors of jails 
be thrown open and I shall be a 
happy guest,” he had said.

But Femi Adesina, special 
adviser to the President on Me-
dia and Publicity, had quickly 
debunked the claim of “gov-
ernment within government”, 
saying that the claim would 
have been worthwhile if the 
Senate President had backed 
it up with more information 
by identifying those who had 
hijacked the government.

But with the latest out-
burst from Aisha Buhari, wife 
of the President, that a few 
“strange” individuals within 
Aso Rock were running the 
government on behalf of her 
husband, many Nigerians are 
beginning to take the matter 
seriously, fearing that if not 
quickly checked, the matter 
may escalate to take anarchical 
dimension worse than what 
the country witnessed under 
the Yar’Adua presidency.

Speaking during a recent 
interview with the BBC Hausa 
Service, Aisha Buhari alleged 
that Nigerians have lost the 
President to some circle of 
friends who have hijacked 
power and now issue executive 
orders on behalf of the Presi-
dent, while neglecting people 
that worked for the President’s 
electoral success. 

“It was people that brought 
the government into power. 
More than half of those people 
were not appointed into the 
government. Some people that 
are not politicians or profes-
sionals were brought into the 
government. They don’t even 
know what we said we want 
and what we don’t during the 
campaign,” Mrs Buhari said.

“The way things are going 
I am not happy. 15.4 million 
Nigerians voted for this gov-
ernment. I am pleading to them 
to have the people at heart and 
embrace everybody so that we 
can all move together. A lot of 
people are creating divisions 
within the APC, which is our 
source of concern. There is 
nothing I can tell him (Presi-
dent), he is seeing things him-
self. If you take 50 persons out 
of the people he has appointed, 
I don’t know 45 of them. Per-
haps he doesn’t know them 
too. I have been living with him 

for 27 years. Those appointed 
apart from Fashola, Amaechi 
and some others, I don’t know 
them. Most of us too don’t 
know them, and he too does not 
know them,” she said.

Recall that following a pro-
tracted ill-health that took the 
late Yar’Adua to Saudi Arabia 
for medical attention span-
ning several months, a cabal 
arose from within his “kitchen 
cabinet”, actively backed by the 
then First Lady Turai Yar’Adua, 
hijacked the reins of power and 
held the country to ransom for 
several months.

Apart from preventing Ni-

gerians, including the then Vice 
President Goodluck Jonathan, 
who wanted to see the ailing 
President from having access to 
him, the cabal drove the coun-
try into a near state of anarchy 
while having a stranglehold on 
the national treasury.

Between November 23, 
2009 when Yar’Adua was 
flown out of the country and 
January 13, 2010, for instance, a 
total of N10 billion was report-
edly squandered on indiscrimi-
nate foreign trips on the pretext 
of visiting the ailing President 
or carrying out other official 
mission.

But while Jonathan claimed 
he did not know his boss’ 
whereabouts, members of the 
kitchen cabinet had full briefs. 
Yar’Adua had compounded the 
matter by failing to formally 
transfer powers to Jonathan 
in his absence in line with the 
constitution, thereby causing 
a constitutional crisis in the 
country, which led to the emer-
gence of several civil society 
groups like the Save Nigeria 
Group (SNG) headed by Tunde 
Bakare of the Latter Rain As-
sembly and Nobel Laureate, 
Wole Soyinka, agitating for 
transfer of power to the ailing 
president’s deputy.

Jonathan eventually as-
sumed the position of Acting 
President on February 9, 2010 
after a vote by the National As-
sembly while the late President 
was still in Saudi Arabia.

W h e n  t h e  i n f i r m e d 
Yar’Adua was secretly brought 
back into Aso Villa in an air 
ambulance after the cabinet 
delegation to Saudi Arabia 
was denied access to him, they 
also warned Jonathan, who 
began to act on the strength 
of the National Assembly’s 
“doctrine of necessity”, not to 
sit on the President’s seat at the 
subsequent Federal Executive 
Council (NEC) meeting.

The cabal was allegedly 
composed of Mahmud Yayale 
Ahmed, Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation; 
Mike Aondoakaa, Attorney-
General and Minister of Justice, 
who represented James Ibori’s 
interest; Shettima Mustapha, 
Minister of Defence; Senator 
M. A. Aliero, Minister of the 
Federal Capital Territory; God-
win Abbe, Minister of Interior; 
Shamsudeen Usman, Minister 
of National Planning; Rilwanu 

Lukman, Minister of Petro-
leum; S.H. Sulaiman, Minister 
of Women Affairs; and Ambas-
sador A. Kazazim, Minister of 
Special Duties. The late Dora 
Akunyili, then Minister of In-
formation and Communication, 
was numbered among them, 
but later fell out with the group 
after she insisted that Nigerians 
be told the condition of the late 
President.

During his maiden Presi-
dential Media Chat in 2010 
shortly after he was sworn 
in as President following the 
death of Yar’Adua, President 
Jonathan was asked who were 
the members of his cabal but he 
responded that he had no cabal 
and did not believe in it.

“I have no cabal, and I don’t 
also believe in cabals. I have no 
kitchen cabinet, and I don’t be-
lieve in kitchen cabinets either. 
I believe that any Nigerian who 
has anything good to advise 
can advise. I was governor for 
some time, and now I am here. 
Even as deputy governor, there 
were certain decisions I used to 
take, and even as vice president. 
So, people advise you, and some 
of the good advice you get are 
not even from people working 
around you, not even people 
that are noticed to be your 
friends,” Jonathan said.

“But the concept of kitchen 
cabinet, and later Nigerians 
changed it from kitchen cabi-
net to cabal, giving it some 
kind of negative connotation; 
I don’t believe in that. People 
around me know that, if for 
example I believe that if I put 
a red flower there, that will be 
the best for the country, I may 
be wrong, I may be right, but if 
I’m convinced, I will go ahead 
and do it,” he said.

The Jonathan administra-
tion, however, turned to have 
its fair share of cabals. These 
few individuals determined 
what direction the govern-
ment went. Names like Asari 
Dokubo and Government 
Ekpemupolo alias Tompolo, 
both former leaders of militant 
groups who enjoyed several 
multi-million-dollar contracts, 
as well as Diezani Allison-
Madueke and Sambo Dasuki 
became so powerful that mere 
mention of their names evoked 
awe. It was also at this period 
that a powerful cabal arose in 
the oil sector to cream off the 
lion’s share of the country’s oil 
wealth without raising a finger.  

Before Yar’Adua, the Oluse-
gun Obasanjo presidency, in 
spite of the then President’s 
awe-inspiring personality had 
some very powerful individu-
als pulling the plugs.

At that time, a cleric had 
at a press conference told his 

guests that until President 
Obasanjo confessed to him the 
difficulty in ruling the country, 
he was thinking that Nigerian 
presidents were all-powerful, 
within the confines of the law, 
and could do whatever they 
wanted in the interest of the 
masses.

The cleric said he had asked 
Obasanjo why things had be-
come so bad even with a civil-
ian Christian president, and 
Obasanjo had told him that 
things did not look exactly as 
they seemed.

“He [Obasanjo] told me 
there are some individuals 
you cannot say no to. They 
are so powerful that you can’t 
say no to their request. What 
would you do when very early 
in the morning, some people 
are standing at the door with a 
long list of request and you can’t 
say no?” the cleric said, quoting 
Obasanjo.

In the Obasanjo administra-
tion, the likes of Tony Anenih, 
popularly called “Mr. Fix-It”, 
and Ahmadu Ali, a former 
national chairman of the party, 
were the known mafia. They 
determined who got what. At 
that time, it was Anenih’s pas-
time to sing the refrain, “There’s 
no vacancy in Aso Rock.”

Also, when Abacha was in 
control of the Villa, one Hamza 
Al-Mustapha was the head of 
the cabal that dictated the co-
lour of governance. In the Ibra-
him Babangida era, there were 
also a group of young military 
officers who were popularly 
called “The Babangida Boys”.

With the latest alarm raised 
by President Buhari’s wife, 
Saraki has spoken up again, 
saying he had been vindicated.

Speaking through Bamikole 
Omisore, his media aide, Saraki 
said the fact that Aisha Buhari 
could come out to openly ex-
press reservations about her 
husband’s appointees showed 
that his earlier argument that 
the government had been hi-
jacked was in good faith.

“It has become clear that 
there is a government within 
the government of President 
Buhari who has seized appa-
ratus of executive powers to 
pursue their nefarious agenda. 
I strongly believe that President 
Buhari has been sidelined by a 
few men in his government,” 
he said.

“We do believe that the 
president has good intentions 
and we’re behind him. But a 
situation where a few people 
are in charge does not bode 
well for the image and the 
future of our country. A situ-
ation where people that work 
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Narrow escape.
An Okada rider  trapped under a fallen truck  due to the failed portion of Wharf Road Apapa, Lagos. It took about two hours to free him . BusinessDay has often 
reported the horrible state of roads in Apapa without any action from government,   Pic by Pius Okeosisi

within the executive say one 
thing and other people that 
work in the same administra-
tion say and even do another 
thing, it shows that people are 
getting directives from differ-
ent authorities,” he said.

As the hue and cry gets 
louder, fingers are now being 
pointed at Mamman Daura, 
President Buhari’s nephew, 
who is said to be wielding pow-
erful influence in Aso Rock; 
Abba Kyari, Chief of Staff to the 
President, who is being accused 
of taking kickbacks before 
approving appointments into 
boards and parastatals within 
the bureaucracy; Lawal Musa 
Daura, director-general of the 
State Security Service (SSS); 
Abubakar Malami, Attorney-
General of the Federation and 
Minister of Justice, who is 
being accused of using his 
position to persecute political 
opponents, among a few others.

 The cabal uncovered
Mamman Daura
He is the President’s neph-

ew and considered very close 
to the President. Daura is said 
to have the President’s ear and, 
though without a portfolio 
himself, is said to influence a 
lot of decisions made by Bu-
hari. Daura, who is older than 
Buhari, occupies an apartment 
in Aso Rock and travels a lot 
with the President. He enjoys 
the confidence of the President 
and is said to usurp other pow-
erful roles in the corridors of 
power. Insiders say he is one of 
the cabal the First Lady Aisha 
Buhari was referring to in her 
latest outburst. At some point, 
Daura was even referred to as 
the unofficial Vice President of 
the country following the role 
he plays beside the President.

Daura and Buhari’s rela-
tionship dates back to the “Ka-
duna Mafia” days, when they 
both belonged to the group of 
young Nigerian intellectuals 
of Northern extract which in-
cluded civil servants, business 
tycoons and military officers, 
amongst others in the former 
Northern capital city of Ka-
duna during the end of the First 
Republic.

Abba Kyari
Until recently, Abba Kyari, 

the Chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent, was one of the power 
brokers in Aso Rock. Kyari, 
who may be in the President’s 
age bracket, was said to have 
his ears too. As part of his job, 
the Chief of Staff plans the 
President’s schedule and obvi-
ously decides who he should 
or should not see. Ministers 
also have to go through him to 
see the President. But all is cur-
rently not well between him 
and the President. More details 
will be unfolding by the day.

Ismailia Isa Funtua

Funtua is the chairman of 
Bulet International Construc-
tion Company and is said to be 
a personal friend of President 
Buhari. He too, like Daura who 
has no official portfolio, has the 
President’s ears on national 
issues, such as appointments, 
and wields more powers than 
Buhari’s appointees.

Ibikunle Amosun
Ibikunle Amosun, the 

governor of Ogun State, is a 
longstanding ally of Presi-
dent Buhari and frequents 
the Villa. His friendship with 
the President dates back to the 
defunct All Nigeria People’s 
Party. He is said to have played 
the role of a personal chauffeur 
to the President whenever he 
visited Lagos. The President’s 
children are also said to be fre-
quent guests at the Amosuns’ 
in Abeokuta. He is also said to 
have influenced the appoint-
ment of Kemi Adesoun as Min-
ister of Finance. Adeosun had 
served as Amosun’s Commis-
sioner for Finance in his first 
term and had been confirmed 
for a second term. This had 
created a rift between him and 
the APC leader, Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu, who had preferred 
Wale Edun for the job.

Nasir El-Rufai
Nasir El-Rufai, governor 

of Kaduna State, is considered 
one of the most regular faces at 
the Presidential Villa. From the 
onset of the Buhari-led govern-
ment, the governor’s influence 
was obvious to all as he was 
said to have influenced some 
of the major appointments 
made by the President. He was 
instrumental to the appoint-
ment of Umaru Danbatta as 
the executive vice chairman 
and chief executive of the Ni-
gerian Communications Com-
mission. He is also said to have 
influenced the appointment 
of Aliyu Aziz as the director-
general and chief executive 
officer of the National Identity 
Management Commission.

 The harm they do to Ni-
geria

Those in the know say 
members of the cabal are 
responsible for blocking the 
President from seeing the truth 
about the level of poverty in the 
land. Being a sycophantic lot, 
they praise-sing the President 
and tell him only what they 
want him to hear.

Furthermore, they are said 
to hold the President hostage 
and ensure he appoints only 
they and their cronies into 
government positions.

A senior citizen who does 
not want his name in print says 
that because members of the 
cabal are not concerned about 
the unity of the country, they 
fan the embers of disunity in 
the land by insisting that only 
people from their area are 

Continued from  page 2

Reddington Hospital pioneers super specialist 
medical centre to stem medical tourism

T
o stem the tide 
of capital flight re-
sulting from seek-
ing medical care 
abroad by some 

Nigerian political elite, high 
net-worth individuals and 
corporate institutions, Nige-
ria’s leading private hospital, 
The Reddington Hospital 
Group, has launched a new 
healthcare facility that pro-
vides super specialist expert 
care across a range of clinical 
specialism. 

The new facility known 
as the Maxy Super-Specialty 
Centre  offers professional 
advice, treatment and man-
agement of conditions and 
diseases using specialists in 
otorhinolaryngology (ear, 
nose and throat), dentistry, 
ophthalmology and optom-
etry (eye conditions), endos-
copy as well as other specialist 
areas such as dialysis and 
sleep therapy. This is besides 
the global standard medical 
care offered by the group in 
its about 10 years of operation 
in Nigeria.

The lack (or inadequacy) of 
the aforementioned facilities 
in the Nigerian healthcare in-
dustry is the major reason for 
the promotion of what is now 
termed “medical tourism”, a 

situation whereby influential 
Nigerians go to countries with 
high medical facilities such 
as India, the United States of 
America (USA), the United 
Kingdom (UK) and other desti-
nation for their medical needs.

In addition to providing 
this hi-tech equipment in Ni-
geria, The Reddington Hospi-
tal in a rather strategic move 
to salvage the  Nigerian medi-
cal system has also attracted 
home some of the best hands 
in professional medical prac-
tice who hitherto were based 
abroad to man strategic sec-
tions of the facilities. Among 
those already on board are Dr. 
Olatunde Lalude, the Group 
Medical Director, who was 
based in London for more 
than two decades; Dr. Misbah 
Oleolo, the Medical Director 
of the Maxy Super Centre, 
who before now was also 
based in the UK, and Dr. 
Owen Woghiren, Director 
of Endoscopy, also from the 
UK, among others that have 
joined the group in recent 
time.  

S p eaking during the 
launch of the centre, Oleolo 
said The Reddington Hospital 
Group is blazing the trail in 
professional medical practice 
as against what was obtainable 

in the past.
“While there are clinics 

around who may deal with 
one or other specialism, usu-
ally these can only be accessed 
by a referral from a doctor. 
With our new clinic, you can 
access the best expertise avail-
able, professional advice and 
ongoing support across a wide 
array of specialist healthcare 
disciplines without the need 
for a referral by a doctor,” 
Oleolo said.

“Our ENT specialists can 
treat a wide range of ear, nose 
and throat conditions, as well 
as head and neck conditions. 
They will be supported by 
skilled hearing therapists (au-
diologists), and speech and 
language therapists, who are 
professionally qualified in this 
field. Our state-of-the-art en-
doscopy centre is able to pro-
vide diagnosis and treatment 
of diseases of the digestive 
tract along with other skilled 
treatments that are not readily 
available in Nigeria.”

Other facilities at the hospi-
tal are dental and eye centres, 
sleep centre, endoscopy cen-
tre, neurodiagnostic centre, 
audio and vestibular clinic, 
among other specialties.

Adeyemi Onab owale, 
CEO of Reddington Hospital 

Group, said the Maxy Super-
Specialist Centre is the latest 
development from the hos-
pital chain that became the 
first independent hospital 
in Nigeria to achieve the 
COHSASA quality award 
in July 2012. This award 
conferred upon it the status 
of being compliant with in-
ternational healthcare stan-
dards and patient safety.

“Our entire team is moti-
vated to continuously raise 
the bar in standards of health-
care delivery and access to it. 
The new specialist centre is 
a result of the collective de-
termination to achieve that,” 
he said.

Jide Idris, Lagos State Com-
missioner for Health, and 
his Delta State counterpart, 
Nicholas Azinge, who were 
special guests on the occasion 
called on the private sector 
to partner with government 
at all levels to bring quality 
medical care to the majority 
of Nigerians.

They commended Red-
dington Hospital Group for 
championing the provision 
of quality health care in Lagos 
state and urged the manage-
ment to replicate the success 
story in the six geopolitical 
zones of Nigeria.

Continues  on  page  4
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Abia police parades 25 
armed robbery suspects

T
he Abia State police 
command has pa-
raded 25 suspects 
who were alleged 
to be armed rob-

bers, kidnappers, vandals and 
car snatchers.

While briefing journal-
ists in Umuahia, the Abia 
State Police Commissioner, 
Leye Oyebade said that the 
suspects were rounded up in 
different parts of the state by 
his men following a tip-off.

The CP said the command 
in its continued fight to rid 
the state of crime and crimi-
nality, had adopted strategies 
aimed at achieving these 
goals.

He disclosed that some of 
these strategies, proactive in 
nature were geared towards 
fostering robust synergy be-
tween the police and public 
with the target of confidence 
building and earning the 
trust of the citizens of the 
state.

One of the susp e cte d 
arme d robb ers ,  Samuel 
Okorie aged 23, was said to 
be one of the gang members 
who rap e d,  robb e d and 

killed one Anthonia Dike 
aged 65 on September, 27 
along Ofeme axis of Port-
Harcourt/ Enugu Express-
way.

Oyebade hinted that his 
men acting on intelligence 

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

Municipal, industrial pollution 
identified as major problem in Nigeria

P
as cal  Oke chukwu 
Opara, a cleric with 
the Catholic Church 
and administrator of 

Mater Dei Cathedral Umua-
hia, has identified municipal 
and industrial pollution as a 
major environmental problem 
in Nigeria, as most cities lack 
proper solid waste manage-

titled ‘Achieving Environ-
mental Sustainability in Ni-
geria in Line With ‘Laudato 
Si’ of Pope Francis Encyclical 
on the Environment” at the 
Kolping Society of Nigeria 
(KSN) auditorium, Umuahia, 
Abia State, during the 2016 
Bishop Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji 
Annual public lecture organ-
ised by the Kolping Society 
of Nigeria, Opara noted that 
the monitoring and control 
of industrial waste was inef-
ficient, adding that, “in many 
cases, effluents from indus-
trial processes were simply 
allowed to flow into public 
drains and rivers where they 
could percolate into surface 
or ground water”.

He pointed out that the 
quest of man to be productive 
had necessitated the exploi-
tation activities by him as 
the developmental effort in 
all spheres which included 
manufacturing, processing, 
industrialisation, housing, 
construction, agriculture, ru-
ral and urban growth and 
development had subjected 
the environment to changes 
that were being witnessed in 
the present day.

The cleric observed that 

ment schemes.
Opara further identified 

other environmental prob-
lems which include popula-
tion growth and urbanisation; 
farming practice; exploitation 
for firewood; uncontrolled 
logging; petroleum explora-
tion activities; solid wastes; 
deforestation; desertification; 
soil and coastal erosion and 
mining wasteland.

While presenting a paper 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia.

gathered on October 1, at 
Lokpaukwu in Umunneochi 
, operatives arrested Okorie 
who had confessed to be 
among the gang who commit-
ted the offence.

The CP said efforts to track 

down the other fleeing sus-
pects were in top gear.

Also paraded were van-
dals said to specialise in van-
dalising EEDC installations 
within Aba and its environs.

The suspects included 
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the negative impact had 
brought in its own problems 
as a result of lack of control and 
negligence.

He stated that petroleum 
industry contributes a sub-
stantial quota to Nigeria’s en-
vironmental pollution.

“Between 1976 and 1997, 
more than 2,676 separate oil 
pipeline spill incidents were 
reported in the country. Equip-
ment malfunctioning, corro-
sion of aged pipelines, sabotage 
of oil installations by militants 
and oil thieves are the major 
drivers of this phenomenon. 
Global estimates also show 
that flaring of Nigeria’s gas 
contributes significantly to 
the world’s carbon dioxide 
emission,” said Opara.

He pointed out that sol-
id waste management had 
emerged as a major environ-
mental threat for cities in de-
veloping countries worldwide, 
stating that, “solid waste man-
agement had gained notoriety 
in Nigeria today because of its 
visibility and the embarrass-
ment it had constituted to the 
image of the nation.”

He observed that only few 
state capitals had been able to 
put in place fairly sustainable 

Chukwudi David, Onyekachi 
Nwogu, John Okafor, Nnae-
meka Akadionye, Nwokoro 
Akachukwu and Ucheoma 
Olumba. The suspects all con-
fessed to the commission of 
the crime.

urban waste management 
programmes.

“It is therefore, a common 
site to find mountains of waste 
scattered all over our cities 
for days or even weeks with 
no apparent effort displayed 
at getting rid of them, even 
with the attendant risk of air 
and ground-water pollution,” 
he said.

“There is the recurring 
threat of pollution from nor-
mal exploration and produc-
tion activities such as leakages 
from pipelines and production 
platforms. The recent spate of 
activism in the Niger Delta 
region has further aggravated 
this threat as oil thieves now 
burst into pipelines leaving 
thousands of barrels of crude 
oil to flow into the swamps and 
creeks,” the cleric further said.

He opined that in order 
to achieve environmental 
sustainability in Nigeria, there 
was the need for environ-
mental education among the 
Nigerian populace, pointing 
out that this would go a long 
to affecting actions and daily 
habits, the reduction of water 
consumption, the sorting of 
waste and even turning off 
unnecessary lights.

the nation’s purse as they are 
known to cruise about in state-
of-the-art automobiles and fly 
about in presidential jets at a 
huge expense to the country.

 Nigerians react
Balarabe Musa, a former 

governor of the old Kaduna 
State and chairman, Confer-
ence of Nigerian Political Par-
ties (CNPP), told BDSUNDAY in 
a telephone conversation that 
Nigerians should apply caution 
in analysing comments made 
by Aisha Buhari about hijack of 
Buhari’s administration.

Balarabe, who had on 
many occasions taken oppos-
ing views on President Buhari’s 
policies, upheld that the Presi-
dent’s wife is not among presi-
dential security architecture, 
and thus, she is not in a position 
to know what is really happen-
ing around her husband.

“She may be right and she 
may also be wrong about her 
comments. She is not an insider 
whose views can be taken seri-
ously. She cannot just speak 
based on her perception; un-
less she is speaking based on 
information provided to her by 
insiders who are very close to 
the President,” he said.

“I am not saying we should 
not take her comment serious-
ly; I am simply saying caution 
should be applied in dwelling 
on it. But I must also say that 
the President should not fold 
his hands and allow certain 
close allies of his run govern-
ment contrary to what he 
wants,” he added. 

Osa Director, Edo State-
based media consultant, said 
it was obvious that all was not 
well with the ruling party.

“The issue of cabal in Nige-
rian government only happens 
when a leader is weak or those 
he delegates power to abuse it. 
It happened during Jonathan 
government, where certain 
officials were more powerful 
than the president himself. 
Despite the outcries by Nige-
rians against these officials 
due to corruption allegation, 
the president could not do 
anything to remove them from 
office,” he said.

“Even in President Buhari’s 
first coming, it was Tunde 
Idiagbon that was running the 
show. But this is democracy. 
He should not allow his ap-
pointed officials take law into 
their hands. As his wife has 
said, APC is currently not a 
united party and this should 
worry Mr. President and those 
who love the party. Nigerians 
should also not forget in a 
hurry how a few officials held 
the country to ransom under 
the late President Yar’Adua. 
The current tension in the 
country over the method ad-
opted by Department of State 
Services (DSS) in the arrest 
of some judges is not a credit 
to the regime,” Director told 
BDSUNDAY in an interview.

Continued from  page 3
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Buhari’s ministers ...
BDSUNDAY findings show. 
The new model of the SUV8 
has a single 110-litre tank 
while the old model has two 
tanks (main tank 93 litres, 
sub-tank 45 litres) totalling 
138 litres.

An automobile services 
expert at A.C. Okocha Motors 
Limited in Lagos who does 
not want his name in print 
tells BDSUNDAY that the 
SUV8 engine consumes a lot 
of fuel. According to him, a 
driving distance of between 
320 and 350 kilometres, de-
pending on speed level, is all 
that is required to refill the 
petrol tank of the vehicle or 
a humiliating eventuality 
may occur.

“To explain this in a lay-
man’s language, it means that 
if you are using V8 engine and 
are very busy, you must buy 
fuel once a week. If you are 
not that busy a full tank of 
petrol can take you for two 
weeks. To service the vehicle 
also depends on usage. For 
every five or 10 kilometres, 
that is, three months, you go 
for service, which is around 
N50,000. The price varies 
from workshop to workshop, 
though,” he says.

The implication of this 
on taxpayers is that if the 
Information Minister’s four 
SUVs are of the old model, 
at N145 per litre of petrol, it 
would have cost the Nigerian 
taxpayers over N41.6 million 
to fuel the four vehicles in a 
year, whereas fuelling four 
of the 110-litre capacity new 
model would have gulped 
over N33.7 million in the 
same period.

President Buhari has a 
35-minister cabinet, among 
whom are Chris Ngige (La-
bour and Employment), Kay-
ode Fayemi (Solid Minerals), 
Rotimi Amaechi (Transpor-
tation), Babatunde Fashola 
(Power, Works and Housing), 
Abdulrahman Dambazau 
(Interior), Aisha Alhassan 
(Women Affairs), Ogbonnaya 
Onu (Science and Technol-
ogy), Kemi Adeosun (Finance), 
Abubakar Malami (Justice/
Attorney-General), Geof-
frey Onyema (Foreign Af-
fairs), Dan Ali (Defence), Oke-
chukwu Enelamah, (Trade, 
Industry and Investment), 
Muhammadu Bello (FCT), 
Adebayo Shittu (Commu-
nication), Suleiman Adamu 
(Water Resources), Solomon 
Dalong (Youth and Sports), 
Adamu Adamu (Education), 
Isaac Adewole (Health), Usani 
Uguru (Niger Delta), Audu 
Ogbeh (Agriculture), Udo Udo 
Udoma (Budget and National 
Planning), Lai Mohammed 
(Information, Culture and 
Tourism), and Amina Mo-
hammed (Environment).

Others are Ibe Kachikwu 
(State, Petroleum), Hadi Siri-
ka (State, Aviation), Osagie 
Ehanire (State, Health), Hajia 
Khadija Bukar Ibrahim (State, 
Foreign Affairs), Cladius Dar-
amola (State, Niger Delta), An-
thony Anwukah (State, Edu-
cation), Ibrahim Usman Jibril 
(State, Environment), Zainab 
Ahmed (State, Budget and 
National Planning), Mustapha 
Baba Shehuri (State, Power), 
Aisha Abubakar (State, Trade 
and Investment), Heineken 
Lokpobiri (State, Agricul-
ture), Abubakar Bawa Bwari 
(State, Solid Minerals), with 

L-R: Azeez Adeduntan, Oyo State Commissioner for Health ; Richard Niska, senior malaria adviser, United States Agency for International Development; Senator 
Abiola Ajimobi, State Governor and Okibe Egbuta a director in the Federal Ministry of Health,  during a ceremony to kick start the distribution of insecticidal treated 
nets, in Ibadan  on Thursday.           Photo: Governor’s Office

President Buhari himself as-
suming the role of Petroleum 
Minister. James Ocholi (State, 
Labour and Employment), 
who would have made it 36, 
died alongside his wife and 
son when the SUV they were 
travelling in had a burst tyre 
and crashed.

Apart from Lai Moham-
med, findings show that cur-
rent ministers who were 
state governors in the last 
dispensation and are used to 
bloated convoys and decorum 
are also in the contest for 
numerous SUVs.

The Minister of Power, 
Works and Housing, for in-
stance, reportedly has about 
five vehicles in his convoy, 
including three Land Cruiser 
SUVs and one Prado SUV, 
some of which bear private 
number plates. In addition, 
there are also three black and 
white Pilot Hilux vans on the 
minister’s convoy.

Transport Minister, Rotimi 
Amaechi, has about seven 
vehicles in his motorcade. 
These include three SUVs and 
BMW Sport Jeeps. When re-
cently on his way to African 
Independent Television (AIT) 
studio in Lagos the minister 
stopped his convoy and asked 
workers who had been wait-
ing for public transport to 
hop into the vehicles, some 
Nigerians applauded him for 
thinking about the common-
ers while others took a swipe 
on him for the number of 
exotic vehicles in his convoy. 

At an average of three 
SUV8 vehicles per minister 
and at N145 per litre of petrol, 
therefore, Nigerian taxpay-
ers are spending a minimum 
of N109 million annually to 

fuel vehicles to move Buhari’s 
35 ministers around both 
for their public and private 
functions.

B ut  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s 
shows that the Buhari gov-
ernment could cut the cost of 
moving the ministers around 
by restricting their motorcade 
to one Toyota Land Cruiser 
SUV8 which the minister 
rides in, since there are other 
exotic vehicles on the convoy 
not captured in this report. 
This will mean that the gov-
ernment would be saving 
over N728 million annually in 
fuelling this class of vehicle.

Amaechi Asugwani, vice 
president, Nigerian Labour 
Congress (NLC), says it is un-
fortunate that Nigerians have 
continued to have insincere 
governments, regretted a 
situation where political lead-
ers don’t look at their own 
spending but rather believe 
the best way to cut cost is to 
reduce the value of Nigerians.

“What we should be doing 
now is to be promoting trans-
parency and accountability 
in the way we manage the 
nation’s resources. Whatever 
we are doing to promote good 
governance should represent 
the interest of the country. It 
is true that we are in reces-
sion, but I don’t think the 
recession is having impact in 
the lives of these ministers 
and even governors across 
the states. The recession is 
for you and me. We will con-
tinue to condemn a situation 
whereby cost of governance 
is still on the high side and 
they are doing everything 
possible to reduce the little 
service that is being offered 
to ordinary Nigerians,” he told 

BDSUNDAY in a telephone 
conversation.

He said whatever the Bu-
hari-led FG does to further 
cut cost of governance across 
board is commendable but 
that if it is going to be at 
the detriment of the public 
alone, it is also condemnable, 
because by their public call, 
it means charity begins at 
home. 

“So, every leader must 
also lead by example. Thank 
God Mr. President told us the 
other day that the discipline 
campaign will start from 
him. Discipline starts from at-
titude to spending. Attitude to 
spending must actually form 
the basis of our judgment, so 
that in general we present the 
actual facts that we are out to 
rescue the economy,” he said.

He explained that taxpay-
ers are not just losing money 
to fuelling the excessive ve-
hicles in ministerial motor-
cades, but that the main cor-
ruption is in inflating the cost 
of buying the fuel and travel 
and other legal allowances.

“What reflects in the ac-
count report is actually differ-
ent from the actual spending. 
I am only saying that what-
ever they are doing let them 
be factual. I am looking at the 
actual expenditure. If a min-
ister is travelling with three 
cars and it consumes fuel of 
N40,000, let that reflect in 
the report. I am only asking 
for the fear of God in what 
they do. But you find out that 
they would have assigned 
N1 million to a particular 
journey but the actual cost 
could be N100,000. That is 
exactly what happened in 
the case of Stella Oduah, who 
bought bullet-proof BMW 
jeep. Not that buying the cars 
was wrong but the amount 
attached to it was the issue. 
I am very much aware that 
if a minister is travelling to 
neighbouring states by air 
they still collect allowance 
for even vehicles as if they go 
through land,” he said.

Narrating his experience 
as Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs in an interview, the late 
Ojo Maduekwe, who was 
a chieftain of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) until 
his demise, had said shortly 
after he assumed office in 
Abuja, a department of gov-
ernment under his ministry 
brought a gift of two highly 
expensive jeeps to his house 
in his absence.

“It was officials of a de-
partment under my minis-
try. When I got home I saw 
the two vehicles and I asked 
who brought them. I called 
the officials to know why 
buying such vehicles for me. 
They said it is the tradition. 
I gave them minutes to take 
the vehicles out of my house 
or I call EFCC for them,” he 
had said, thereby confirming 
insinuations by many Nigeri-
ans that civil servants are the 
ones teaching ministers, who 
are political appointees, how 

to steal from government’s 
coffer.

But Amechi Ifedinezi, 
chief executive officer and 
managing director at Janfics 
International Limited, a La-
gos-based security consulting 
firm, told BDSUNDAY in an 
interview that adequately-
fitted three vehicles with 
trained security officers are 
enough protection for minis-
ters and governors.

He explained that Nige-
rian government officials 
are using more than three 
vehicles in their motorcade 
because getting the vehicles 
to run is at the expense of 
taxpayers, saying that if the 
ministers, for instance, were 
to fund movements from 
their salary, no one would tell 
them to cut cost.

“If they were the ones pay-
ing for the vehicles to run, no-
body will tell them to reduce 
the number of vehicles on the 
convoy. What they are doing 
is actually abuse of privilege 
which shoots up the cost of 
governance. To have up to 
10 vehicles in a convoy actu-
ally constitutes security treat. 
That will cause confusion 
when something happens. 
You only need a car before 
and after the official with 
highly trained security men. 
They are wasting resources 
because it is not their own.

“I was at the airport one 
day when a high govern-
ment official came with 
several vehicles in his mo-
torcade. But at the end of 
the day, it was only one 
security man that went on 
board with him; others went 
back home. Since he was so 
concerned about his secu-
rity, why didn’t he enter the 
plane with all of them? And 
if he knew he was not going 
to board with all of them, 
why coming with them to 
the airport in the first in-
stance? These are some of 
the wastages in the system. It 
is abuse of privilege,” he said.

Findings, however, show 
that President Buhari is lead-
ing by example as far as mo-
torcading is concerned. The 
president currently has 12 
vehicles in his convoy, a clear 
departure from the immedi-
ate past administration where 
its head, Goodluck Jonathan, 
had over 23 exotic cars in his 
motorcade.

Recall that not long after 
assuming office, President Bu-
hari turned down a request by 
senior government officials 
to buy new cars worth N400 
million for his official use 
and argued that the ones he 
inherited from his predeces-
sor were good enough.

National Assembly cor-
respondent for a national 
daily told BDSUNDAY that 
the motorcades of Senate 
President Bukola Saraki and 
his counterpart in the House 
of Representatives have re-
mained unchanged, with 
their convoys comprising an 
average of 10 vehicles each.

Continued from page 1
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UNILORIN spends N1.6bn on capital projects, graduates 8,038

B
usinesses, property 
investors, road users 
and residents on the 
Lagos-Badagry Ex-
pressway may soon 

begin to count their gains as 
the reconstruction work on 
the corridor, which had been 
slowed down for too long, 
gathers pace.

Reconstruction and ex-
pansion of the expressway 
to 10 lanes with a BRT lane 
and a light rail track by the 
Lagos State government, 
which began in 2009, had 
been practically stalled before 
now, leaving business owners, 
property investors and resi-
dents to count their losses as 
heavy gridlock due to impass-
able death traps led to loss of 
man-hours, health hazards 
and even deaths. Prospective 
homeowners who had com-
pleted their houses on the axis 
were reluctant to move in, 
preferring to remain tenants 
in other parts of the state.

Only in April, a property 
investor along the axis had 
described the Lagos-Badagry 
Expressway as a case of dashed 
dream for investors and pro-
spective homeowners, adding 
that however the matter was 
considered, it was a big loss 
to anyone who had invested 
money on that axis, especially 
in property.

“I had projected that I would 
move into my house in 2015, but 
that dream never materialized 
because I don’t think it is a good 
economic decision for someone 
to leave wherever he is at the 
moment to say he wants to go 
and live on the Lagos-Badagry 
Expressway. You consider a lot 
of things. One, it has health im-
plications. Two, it has economic 
implications. And three, it has 
social implications,” said the 
investor, who did not want his 
name in print.

But as work has resumed 
in earnest on the expressway, 
advancing at an unprecedented 
pace in the last few months, 
businesses, residents, property 
investors and road users are 
beginning to cheer, reawaken-
ing the hope of the massive de-
velopment that the completion 
of the road would bring about 
in the area.

BDSUNDAY on-the-spot 
assessment tour of the express-
way from Alakija to Iyana-Iba 
last Tuesday showed that so 
much progress has been made 
in the last few months.

At Alakija, the intersection 
between Festac Town, Satel-
lite Town and the expressway, 
serious work is ongoing on the 
two flyover bridges that would 
finally unlock the heavy grid-
lock that has for long been the 
hallmark of this area. Similarly, 
the huge pillars of a pedestrian 
bridge at Abule-Ado cannot 
be missed by any observant 
passer-by.

But it is on the stretch be-
tween Abule-Oshun (near 
the Lagos International Trade 
Fair Complex) and Volkswa-
gen Bus-stop that the greatest 
transformation has occurred. 
Here, except for a few spots, 
the substructure of the ser-
vice lane has been completed 
while that of the speed lane has 
reached advanced stage. The 
framework of the walkway is 
also being laid at the same time, 
just as the ground is also being 
prepared for the laying of gut-
ters between Volkswagen and 
Iyana-Iba.

And it is no longer the case 
that China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corp. (CCECC), 
the firm handling the project, 
does not have enough staff or 
equipment on ground. Indeed, 
tens of local and expatriate 
staff of the firm as well as their 
equipment could be sighted 
fully engaged at virtually every 
pole within the entire stretch of 
the road from Abule-Oshun to 

Volkswagen.
At Volkswagen, where 

CCECC has set up a massive 
make-shift office just beside 
VON Automobile Limited’s 
assembly plant, BDSUNDAY 
counted over 50 staff on 
ground engaged in one aspect 
of the work or the other.

“I actually noticed that the 
pace has greatly increased. 
Like the one happening in 
front of my office right now, 
the pace has picked up as 
they could finish some things 
in less than four or five days 
which probably would have 
taken more than a month 
before now,” said Emmanuel 
Oshobajo, manager at ION 
Filling Station located op-
posite the Nigerian Army 
Cantonment, Ojo.  

“So the pace is good, and 
I wish they would continue 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

 SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

A
bdulganiu Am-
bali, professor 
and vice-chan-
c e l l o r  o f  t h e 
University of 

Ilorin, Kwara State, has said 
that the university expended 
over N1.6 billion on nine 
capital projects, including 
main campus road, College 
of Health Science link, new 
Senate building, among oth-
ers within a shortest possible 
time.

Speaking at a media event 
heralding the 32nd Convoca-
tion of UNILORIN held in 
Ilorin, the Vice-Chancellor 
revealed that the university 
was able to achieve the task 
from the funds provided by 

academically.
He said: “The rising pub-

lication profile of our uni-
versity can be attributed to 
the primacy the university 
accords research and training.

“Within the period under 
review, millions of naira was 
committed to encouraging 
our scholars with 15 Senate 
research grants awarded and 
many lecturers supported or 
sponsored to international 
conferences and higher aca-
demic degrees.

“Last year, the University 
of Ilorin was the leading ben-
eficiary of the Tertiary Educa-
tion Trust Fund (TETFUND) of 
the National Research Fund 
with five grants wining re-
search proposals out of the 16 

funded in the whole country.
“I have pleasure to an-

nounce that this year; the 
University is graduating 
8,038 students against total 
of last year which was 6,710. 
The figure comprises 1,903 
Postgraduate, 6,069 Under-
graduate of First class degree 
and 66 Diploma graduates, 
among others.

“Therefore, we shall re-
main committed to improv-
ing our services, expanding 
our facilities, further our 
frontiers through innovative 
programmes and committing 
ourselves more vigorously to 
meeting the rationale for es-
tablishment of the University 
as stated in the third National 
Development Plan.” 

like that so that everybody 
that owns business around 
this area could actually start 
benefitting from it. The delay 
in the reconstruction has really 
drastically reduced our sales 
but with the pace of the work 
now, we are eager to see the 
work completed in time. They 
should just put more efforts,” 
he said.

Oshobajo expressed high 
expectations that the comple-
tion of the road would open up 
the axis, reduce traffic conges-
tion, and give a great boost to 
businesses along the express-
way.

“It’s going to really help 
everyone that has a business 
along this area and also bring 
about so much development. 
People don’t want to come and 
work or live here because of 
the traffic they experience. But 

if the road is completed, I be-
lieve this area will also measure 
up with other parts of Lagos in 
civilization and development,” 
he said.

“Businesses will thrive and 
people will come, knowing 
they can drive down to this 
place without traffic. Hopefully, 
the train section will also come 
on board, and considering that 
Badagry is just around the 
corner, with a seaport being 
planned around there, all this 
will bring development to this 
area beyond imagination,” he 
said.

When c omplete d, the 
Lagos-Badagry Expressway 
reconstruction/expansion 
project is projected to trans-
form the face of Lagos, un-
lock the gridlock on the 
expressway that is prone to 
heavy traffic flow, and open 

up opportunities for greater 
investments and regional 
trade between Nigeria and 
its neighbours on the West 
Coast of Africa.

Apart from its strategic eco-
nomic importance as the gate-
way to Nigeria’s West Coast 
neighbours of Benin Republic, 
Togo, Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, etc, 
the Lagos-Badagry Expressway 
is also home to the Lagos Inter-
national Trade Fair Complex 
which currently harbours 
three big markets, the Lagos 
State University, the National 
Postgraduate Medical College 
of Nigeria, Adeniran Ogun-
sanya College of Education, 
Alaba International Market 
(the largest electronics market 
in West Africa), the Nigerian 
French Language Village, the 
proposed Badagry Deep Sea-
port, among others.

Businesses, property investors cheer as work 
speed increases on Lagos-Badagry expressway

Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETFUND) and its internally-
generated revenue.

Ambali,  who declared 
t h at  M i c h a e l  A d e n u g a , 

chairman of Globacom PLC 
would join John Wo o d, 
Secretary General of the As-
sociation of Commonwealth 
Universities to deliver the 

32nd Convocation Lecture 
of the university, tagged, 
“The Future of Universities”, 
pledged that the institution 
would continue to develop 
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How FG can move away from consumer economy, by Don

Agriculture can play major role in 
reviving Nigeria’s economy, says Ibe

T
he low pro-
ductivity that 
characterised 
Nigeria’s agri-
cultural sector 

is partly a consequence 
of the misplacement 
of priority with the oil 
sector taking the prime 
place, Gregory Ibe, chan-
cellor, Gregory Univer-
sity Uturu, observes.

Ibe, who is also the 
founder of the Universi-
ty, made the observation 
at the quarterly business 
luncheon of the Aba 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Ag-
riculture (ACCIMA), held 
in Aba.

Delivering a paper ti-
tled, ‘Reviving national 
economy by enhanc-
ing agricultural, indus-
trial and technological 
development of Nige-
ria’, he affirmed that 
enhancing the perfor-
mance of the agricul-
tural sector can play an 
important role in reviv-
ing Nigeria’s economy.

H e  s a i d :  “ W i t h 
84-million hectares of 
arable land and 263-cu-
bic meters of water 
with two largest rivers 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
and a large population 
to support agriculture, 
Nigeria has great agri-
cultural potential.

“However, produc-
tivity in the agricul-
tural sector, which em-
ploys more than half 
of the country’s work-

at independence, Nige-
ria was a world lead-
ing exporter of many 
cash crops including 
groundnuts, palm oil, 
cocoa and cotton, till 
the subsequent period 
of petroleum resource 
dominance that over-
shadowed the agricul-
tural sector for many 
decades”.

He avowed that Nige-
ria needs to recover lost 
grounds in these areas 
given the realisation 
that she has controlled 
a sizable share of the 
global market for these 
crops in the past.

According to him, Ni-

geria spends about $10 
billion- about 19 percent 
of its total earnings, a 
year, on the importation 
of agricultural produce.

He also stated that 
Nigeria cannot reduce 
the $1.5 billion, it spends 
on the importation of 
wheat alone, annually, 
if it does not resuscitate 
the agricultural sector, 
noting that local farm-
ers can produce all the 
wheat Nigeria’s econ-
omy needs, if effective 
strategy is designed to 
enhance yields, from the 
current 2 tons per hect-
are to global benchmark 
of 4-5 tons per hectare.

force, is still low.
“Yield per hectare is 

20 to 50 percent of what 
is obtainable in similar 
developing countries. 
The low productivity 
that today character-
ised Nigeria’s agricul-
tural sector is partly 
a consequence of the 
misplacement of prior-
ity with the oil sector 
taking the prime place.

“For this  reas on, 
agricultural research 
nosedived. Output dete-
riorated and the sector 
generally stagnated.

“Food situation be-
came disturbing and 
almost alarming to the 
extent that Nigeria, 
once, one of the leading 
producers of certain 
agricultural goods, be-
came an importer of 
some of the same prod-
ucts, especially food 
grains”.

To reverse this trend, 
he urged the country to 
adopt a series of agricul-
tural revival strategies 
and programmes target-
ed at different activities 
in the agricultural sector, 
ranging from finance, 
pricing, infrastructure, 
institutions, marketing 
to storage and so on.

He affirmed that the 
modernisation of tra-
ditional agriculture in 
particular, can be a sig-
nificant source of pro-
ductive gains, especially 
in expanding the size 
of domestic market for 
industrial goods.

He argued that the 
sector can raise the level 

of savings and capital 
formation in the econ-
omy, while also earning 
foreign exchange from 
exports and suggested 
that agricultural sec-
tor should be given the 
urgent attention in the 
on-going national efforts 
to revive the economy.

In his words, “En-
hancing agricultural 
production for export in 
the areas of our competi-
tive advantage, namely 
palm produce, cocoa, 
coffee, cotton, cashew, 
tea, soya, fruits and veg-
etables, need urgent at-
tention.

“We can all recall that 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba Emma Nwakpadolu, 
president ACCIMA, had 
earlier in his address, ap-
plauded positive results 
recorded so far by the 
present administration 
in the state, especially 
the facilitation of the 
revival process of the 
Enyimba Hotel,  Aba 
and artisans trade mis-
sion to Turkey.

According to the AC-
CIMA president, these 
are conscious and con-
certed efforts of Abia 
State Governments to 
revive Aba’s position 
as the foremost techno-
logical centre in Nigeria 
and thereby restoring it 
as the “Japan of Africa”.

He also acknowl-
edged the state govern-
ment’s efforts towards 
road rehabilitation, 
particularly in Aba, 
Umuahia and environs, 
despite obvious chal-
lenges.

He promised that 
the Aba city chamber 
would continue to work 
with government in 
more tasking areas of 
infrastructure develop-
ment, and appealed to 
government to harmo-
nise taxes in the state.

He also urged the 
state government to 
assist micro, small and 
medium entrepreneurs 
to access loans made 
available by the Federal 
Government and inter-
national agencies in aid 
of agricultural, industrial 
and commercial devel-
opment in the country.  

R
azaq Olatunde 
Rom Kalilu, a 
professor in the 
Department of 

Fine and Applied Arts, 
Ladoke Akintola Uni-
versity of Technology, 
Ladoke Akintola Uni-
versity of Technology, 
Ogbomoso, (LAUTECH) 
has called on the Fed-
eral Government to pay 
more attention to voca-
tionalising the economy 
and move away from 
consumer economy 
now that the country is 
in the economic reces-
sion.

Rom Kalilu gave the 
advice at the Kogi State 
Polytechnic during the 
3rd National Conference 
and Exhibition by the 
School of Arts Design 

and Printing with the 
theme, ‘Harnessing op-
portunities in Arts & 
Industrial Design for 
Sustainable Develop-
ment’.

The don said Visual 
Arts as a discipline and 
its products feature in 
every aspect of human 
life, “whether you take 
it as total practice or 
part time that is another 
thing.”

According to him, 
“G enerally,  Arts  is 
a prime driver of the 
economy. No matter 
what the technology is, 
we still need to give it 
a broaden perspective, 
which is designed by the 
industrial designer or 
industrial artist. But my 
submission here is that 
the visual arts should 
be seen as the prime 

mover of knowledge and 
creative economy in the 
country so that Nigeria 
will be able to develop 
a sustainable economy,” 
he said.

He also disclosed that 
the textile industry used 
to be the largest employ-
er of labour in the past, 
adding that the “death’ 
of that industry has ren-

dered over two million 
people unemployed.

He emphasised that 
manufacturers should 
recycle waste products 
and that textile materials 
can be recycled to add 
surplus.

According to him, 
“Garment construc-
tion industry has never 

done well. It should be 
abreast of global action 
for sustainability. Keep 
pace with changes in the 
visual world.  We also 
need partnership.  We 
need to foster greater 
research.”

Alonge Dele, dean of 
Arts, Design and Print-
ing, said the students 
stand to gain a lot of 
things, adding that the 
effort of government 
should be geared to-
wards entrepreneur-
ship.

He stressed that it 
will go a long way in 
helping the student. 
“Nowadays, it is what 
you can do with your 
hands and eyes that 
matters. Don’t just go 
for any course anyhow. 
That is my advice that 
parents should advise 

their children to go into 
vocational education. To 
students they should be 
serious with their aca-
demics. When you look 
at the trend of things 
nowadays, students are 
not serious. It is not only 
peculiar to the students 
of Kogi State polytech-
nic but it is all over the 
tertiary institutions in 
the country. People are 
after worldly things 
than that of academics”, 
he said.

He emphasised that 
students “should know 
where they are coming 
from and where they 
are going to and this will 
help them.” gest employ-
er of labour in the past, 
adding that the “death’ 
of that industry has ren-
dered over two million 
people unemployed.
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FG captures 10,800 
Kwarans in national 
cash transfer 

I
n order to address the 
problem of poverty and 
cushion the negative ef-
fects in Nigeria, 10,800 

households are to benefit from 
the first phase of the Federal 
Government’s National Cash 
Transfer programme in Kwara 
State.

Under the scheme, 12 local 
government areas of the state 
are to participate in the first 
phase while the remaining 
four local government areas 
will benefit in the second 
phase.

At the take-off of biodata 
capturing of beneficiaries held 
at Ojagbooro in Ilorin East 
Local Government Area, Gov-
ernor Abdulfatah Ahmed said 
the programme was part of 
the five components designed 
by the Federal Government to 

tackle poverty in the country.
Represented by the Per-

manent Secretary, Ministry 
of Sports and Youth Develop-
ment, Ayobola Samuel, the 
governor noted that the Fed-
eral Government is desirous 
of addressing poverty in the 
country, particularly among 
the vulnerable groups.

He explained that avail-
able statistics showed that no 
fewer than 100 million Nige-
rians live below poverty line, 
thereby making it expedient 
to address the social problem.

Governor Ahmed noted 
the government had made 
adequate preparations to en-
sure that beneficiaries were 
captured without hitches 
for the payment of N5,000 
monthly stipend by Federal 
Government.

Also speaking in an in-
terview, Aminat Yahya, 

Head of Unit, Kwara Cash 
Transfer,  explaine d that 
under the s cheme, each 
beneficiary would receive a 
monthly stipend of N5,000 
with another N5,000 condi-
tional grant from the World 
Bank.

On the support of the state 
government, she noted that 
the state is providing logistic 
support to ensure the success 
of the Federal Government 
programme, adding that the 
government has co-respon-
sibility of equipping health 
facilities in the state as part 
of effort towards addressing 
challenges facing the poor and 
vulnerable groups. 

Two of the beneficiaries, 
Khadijah Yusuf and Fun-
milayo Isa, commended the 
Federal Government for its 
intervention in reducing the 
rate of poverty in the country.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

as Gov Ahmed inaugurates pro-poor scheme 

 L-R: Prof. Gilles, INSEAD; Prof. John Heptonstall, BlackPace; O. Paul Andrew, chair AWR/BlackPace and Tabarra B. 
of INSEAD at an event, recently.

 L-R: Prof. Gilles, INSEAD; Prof. John Heptonstall, BlackPace; O. Paul Andrew, chair AWR/BlackPace and Tabarra B. 
of INSEAD at an event, recently.

L-R: Enase Okonedo, dean, Lagos Business School; Mary Ojulari, chief financial officer, CNBC Africa; Sola 
David-Borha,  chief executive, Stanbic IBTC Holdings Plc, during the All Africa Business Leaders Awards in Lagos, 
recently. David-Borha received the Business Woman of the Year Award, West Africa 2016.

L - R) Musa Jimoh, Head, Payment Systems, Policy Oversight, CBN; Dr. David Isiavwe, Chief Audit Executive 
Union Bank and President of ISSAN; Doyin Odunfa, CEO, Digital Jewel;  Wale Olokodana, Microsoft Nigeria 
and Dr. Erdal Ozkaya, Microsoft Cybersecurity Expert during the Cyber Security Summit held at The Eko Hotel 
and Suites on 19 October.

Experts laud American hospital for 
healthcare technology innovation

H
ealthcare profession-
als across the coun-
try have continued 
to shower encomium 

on American Hospital, a lead-
ing private hospital over its 
wide range of technological in-
novation in healthcare services 
at the just concluded Medic 
West Africa conference and 
exhibition, held in Lagos.

 The hospital expressed 
confidence towards introduc-
ing new technological bench-
marks of excellence for the Ni-
gerian medical industry while 

introducing Nigerians to a 
wide range of its US standard 
healthcare services, includ-
ing their Heart & Vascular 
Center, Cancer Care Center, 
and Cosmetic & Dermatology 
Services.

 Peter Makowski, CEO, 
American Hospital Dubai 
in his remarks said: “We are 
dedicated towards providing 
quality healthcare according 
to the highest international 
standards to all people, and our 
participation in this vital medi-
cal conference has helped us 

further showcase our facilities 
and reach a wider network of 
people that we are positive has 
benefitted from it.

 We are deeply grateful 
for this opportunity and sup-
port the efforts of Medic West 
Africa to enhance the medical 
sector in the region. We are 
glad we have been able to 
identify some of the needs of 
the patients in Nigeria and we 
will therefore custom tailor 
some our services to reflect 
current trends and ensure the 
well-being of the community.”
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B
usinessDay crime 
watch across the 23 
Local Government 
Areas of  Rivers 
State reveals that 

the state’s police command 
seems to secure Onne Indus-
trial community in Eleme 
Local Government Area more 
than other crime-infested 
local council areas in the oil-
rich state.

Eleme is community to 
well over 200 world-class 
multinational companies and 
95 percent of them are located 
in Onne community where 
the Nigerian Port Authority 
(NPA) and oil and gas desig-
nated industrial Free Zone is 
located. Over 170 investors 
are on ground operating in the 
Free Zone Community.

A professor of sociology in 
Port Harcourt, David Okere, in 
a chat with BDSUNDAY, not 
only described Rivers State 
as a cosmopolitan custodian 
of “black gold” (Crude Oil) but 
also a free haven for “black 
devilish” criminals of different 
brigades. Like the creeks across 
the Niger-Delta oil-bearing 
communities, these criminals 
- armed robbers, kidnappers, 
cultists and oil rogues among 
unknown others - are strewn 
across the state from the urban 

to the rural enclaves.
Their blood-chilling crimi-

nal acts across the state leave 
a message that, “criminals 
have taken over socio-eco-
nomic space and they seem to 
be winning against all odds”. 
Confrontations by the police 
and other security operatives 
in the state notwithstanding, 
the trend of insecurity that 
has subjected the general 
populace, including the busi-
ness community, is still far 
from conclusion that the state 
police command and other 
security organs exist at the 
mercy of criminals. The me-
dia scream everyday of armed 
robbers, cultists and kidnap-
pers and others being gunned 

down or apprehended by the 
police.

There exists day-to-day 
dangerous criminal occur-
rence like cultism, armed rob-
beries, and kidnappings in 
some parts of the Eleme com-
munities like Ebubu, Ogale, Ag-
bonchia and Alesa. However, 
it is noteworthy that Onne 
community stands out as a 
safe haven to both strangers 
and the Oil and Gas Free Zone 
families and other business 
operators.

A cross-section of security 
experts who expressed opin-
ion in response to BDSUN-
DAY attributed the security 
or safety in the Onne host 
community to uncompromis-
ing commitment and stand  of 
the community’s monarch, J.D. 
Osaronu and the Onne Divi-
sional Police Headquarters 
being manned by an officer, 
Ali Isa Gumel, as Divisional 
Police Officer (DPO)

Security observers in the 
area attested that the DPO and 
the royal father are known for 
their proactiveness and rapid 
response to any insecurity 
smoke in the air coupled with 
the community co-operation.

More so, the major Free 
Zone investors like Intels are 
said to be a strong balm on 
any issue that is likely to brew 
insecurity to the detriment 

of activities going on in the 
Free Zone.

The Onne monarch, Osa-
ronu, confirmed this and beat 
his chest that, “our Onne com-
munity remains a safe haven 
to our Free Zone investors and 
strangers who are relocating in 
droves from other unsecured 
communities to ours.”

Osaronu, a barrister of 
many years standing, sub-
stantiated his claim that early 
this year, 14 youths of 28 years 
of age from the community 
who attempted to form cult 
group were tracked down and 
charged to court.

He commended the Onne 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU & 
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Insecurity
Rivers police pays special attention to Onne, 
world’s fastest oil/gas free trade zone

Police DPO (Ali Isah Gumel) 
and his team for their diligence 
and commitment to duty by 
ensuring that security of the 
industrial host community 
was not compromised. He said; 
“The DPO is working very 
hard in his co-operation with 
me and the community to 
flush out criminals.”

According to him, even 
cases of political antagonism 
and kidnapping are at zero 
level, noting that members of 
different political parties oper-
ate and relate peacefully  with 
one another unlike what hap-
pens in other places in Eleme 
and the state in general.

On issue of youth lead-
ership crises, Osaronu said 
Onne community maintains 
rotational leadership of three-
year tenure to avoid rancorous 
tussle, pointing out that his 
council of chiefs has set up a 
committee to work out mo-
dalities to elect a new youth 
president to be elected from 
Agbeta clan out of the four 
sub-clans with eleven com-
munities of Onne.

The royal father also com-
mended the management of 
the Onne Oil and Gas Free 
Zone Authority for its effort 
in host community socio-
economic responsibility to 
Onne people, attesting that an 
erstwhile managing director 
of the Federal Government 
agency, Victor Alabo, offered 
a number of job opportunities, 
scholarships and contracts to 
his people.

Osaronu also commended 
Intel’s, a major private Port Ter-
minal developer of the Onne 
Free Zone for blazing a trail in 
corporate Socio-Responsibility 
(CSR), pointing out that it con-
structed a 10km standard ac-
cess road for the community, 
built a standard market and 
provided a number of skill 
acquisitions, health service, 
scholarships and borehole 
water, among others, for the 
community.
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Success not for lazy people – Al-Mustapha

H
amza Al-Mustapha, 
a former chief secu-
rity officer (CSO) to 
the late Sani Abacha, 

a former head of state, has said 
that success does not come on a 
platter of gold and that today’s 
business arena is not for lazy 
people.

Al-Mustapha made the ob-
servation last Saturday, while 
speaking with graduating stu-
dents of Esep-le Berger Univer-
sity, Republic of Benin, during a 
convocation ceremony.

The former CSO was also 
honoured by the University 
with a prestigious award of 
Doctor of Science (Honorary 
Causa) in Humanities. About 
700 graduands were conferred 
with honours at the ceremony.

The event attracted over 
2000 guests, including parents, 
guardians and top business 
owners across Africa.

Many of the graduating stu-
dents were from West African 
countries. Besides Al-Musta-
pha, five other prominent Nige-
rians were also honoured with 

various categories of awards at 
the event held at the expan-
sive auditorium of Palais De 
Congress, Cotonou, Republic of 
Benin. They include the imme-
diate past governor of Kaduna 
State, Mukhtar Ramalan Yero; 
prominent politician and a 
former governor of old Kaduna 
State, Balarabe Musa; Nigeria-
born musician, Segun Akin-
lolu, popularly called Beautiful 
Nubia; Jubril Muhammed and 
chairman Bauchi State Chapter 
of the Nigerian Labour Con-
gress (NLC),  Muhammed Gital.

For Al-Mustapha, memo-
ries of the colourful event will 
continue to linger on in his 
mind because it was an honour 
that came away from home.

Germain Ganlonon, a pro-
fessor, president and founder of 
the university, who decorated 
Al-Mustapha, said all his activi-
ties towards the emancipation 
of the down-trodden were 
monitored before the Univer-
sity chose him for the unique 
honour.

According to him, the hon-

tailored towards counseling, 
coaching and mentoring the 
university students. He noted 
also that the emerging trend 
in the world is a knowledge-
economy whereby people 
succeed mainly by developing 
their natural skills and innate 
talents.

Speaking shortly after he 
was decorated, the former 
CSO said he was humbled by 
the unique honour bestowed 
on him by the university. He 
explained also that the honour 
had only proved that there are 
still a lot more to be done by 
him, mainly to serve humanity 
and the world at large.

He also assured the au-
thorities of the University of 
his commitment to do justice to 
the award by ensuring a lasting 
working relationship between 
the school and the Nigerian 
Institute of Peace and Social 
Rehabilitation founded by him.

He spoke further on trust, 
advising the school authorities 
to make trust the bedrock of all 
their activities. “I’ll summarise 

my speech in one word, and 
that’s on trust, particularly, 
between the school authorities, 
its community and Nigeria,” 
he said.

According to him, “The rail 
of life is called trust. It’s what 
will take you to your destiny.  
In the absence of trust, nothing 
will work. No institution can 
stand. No leader can work suc-
cessfully. Trust is actually the 
link in every affair of human 
in life. It brought about unity 
and it is superior to money, 
however, it provides opportu-
nities for mankind to transact 
business both locally and in-
ternationally. “Trust brought 
about strong leadership, as well 
as forum for learning.”

Explaining why he decided 
to hinge his speech on trust, 
he said: “I urge the University 
authorities to dwell more on 
researches centred on trust 
and how it can be used as a tool 
to enhance bilateral trade and 
peaceful relationship between 

John Dennis Osaronu, King 

…As Benin Republic varsity honours ex-CSO with ‘Doctor of Science’ degree
our is a clarion call to duty as-
serting that, it is a challenge to 
him to continue to do more for 
humanity, assuring him that, 
“whatever anybody does, peo-
ple are watching and they will 
reward individuals according 
to their service to humanity.”

Edouard Aho, a professor 
and vice chancellor of the uni-
versity, while explaining the 

criteria for selecting the six 
distinguished Nigerians for 
the honours, noted that those 
nominated for the honours had 
a history of commitment and 
service to humanity, an ideal, 
he said was the bedrock of the 
institution. “Our awardees are 
people of note, and they have 
excellent record of achieve-
ments in their various disci-
plines. The school authorities 
have found them worthy of 
these honours and we are glad 
to see them grace the occasion,” 
he said.

Shola Akinbinu, the guest 
lecturer, explained the reason 
for the dwindling standard 
of education in African so-
ciety. He stressed that good 
educational standard should 
be improved upon in order to 
overcome the challenges posed 
by the introduction of new 
technology in   the world. Akin-
binu, a journalist and public 
affairs analyst, noted also that 
there is urgent need to redesign 
the method of learning, such 
method, he said,  should be Continues on  page  9Hamza Al-Mustapha



How fear of Putin shapes US presidential election
I

f claims by White House 
and its security agencies are 
true that Moscow is behind 
renewed cyber attacks since 
the beginning of current cam-

paign for the next president of the 
United States in order to influence 
its outcome, it may well be a matter 
of beating the master in its own 
game, cyber security analysts are 
saying.

“If the case be true with al-
mighty America, that Russia has 
repeatedly hacked into email ac-
counts of top US officials in order 
to influence the outcome of the 
2016 Presidential election, it will be 
a reversal of cyber power; because 
internet is an invention of the 
Americans,” says George Oluba, a 
cyber security expert.

“The Russians have made sig-
nificant military progress under 
President Vladimir Putin,” he says. 

Although the journey of the 
internet began January 1, 1983 in 
the US and from then researchers 
continued to strive towards what 
is now known as “network of net-
works”, progressing thereafter to 
become the modern internet, the 
online world took on a more rec-
ognisable form in 1990 when Tim 
Berners-Lee, a computer scientist, 
invented the World Wide Web.

Oluba further says that for for-
eign powers to be able to hack into 
email of highly placed Americans 
of both the Democratic and Repub-
lican leaning, it is a wakeup call for 
the White House and its security 
agencies, like the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA), to 
tighten America’s cyber space.

“Whether it is the Russians or 
not who have repeatedly hacked 
into email accounts of highly 
placed Americans, the fact that it 
happens in succession is not a good 
record. One is left to wonder about 
America’s cyber space despite its 
position in the world. The Googles, 
the Apples and the Facebooks of 
this world are all American inven-
tions. America cannot allow a slip 
in its cyber security because it has 
so many enemies,” he says.

But Sergey Lavrov, Russian 
Foreign Minister, has since dis-
missed the claims that his country 
is interfering in the US presidential 
election as “ridiculous”.

In an interview with CNN in 
Moscow, Lavrov said it was “flat-
tering” that American officials think 
Russia is meddling in the election, 
but the accusations were baseless.

“It’s flattering, of course, to get 
this kind of attention – for a regional 
power, as President Obama called 
us some time ago. Now everybody 
in the United States is saying that it 
is Russia which is running the US 
presidential debate. We have not 
seen a single fact, a single proof,” he 
said in the interview.

It was Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) emails that were 
first hacked and subsequently 
published by WikiLeaks on July 22, 
2016. The collection included 19,252 

emails and 8,034 attachments from 
the DNC, the governing body of the 
Democratic Party. The leak includes 
emails from seven key DNC staff 
members, and date from January 
2015 to May 2016.

The leak prompted the resigna-
tion of DNC chair, Debbie Wasser-
man Schultz, before the Democratic 
National Convention. After the 
convention, Amy Dacey, DNC 
CEO, Luis Miranda, Communica-
tions Director, and Brad Marshall, 
Chief Financial Officer of the party, 
resigned in the wake of the con-
troversy.

Few hours before the second 
presidential debate between Demo-
cratic Party’s Hillary Clinton and 
her Republican rival Donald Trump, 
WikiLeaks, a whistle-blowing 
website, released and continued 
to release few hours to the third 
and last debate in the race to the 
White House hacked emails of John 
Podesta, Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
chairman, allegedly given to it by 
Putin’s government. 

The hacked emails, which 
WikiLeaks posted online daily for 
almost a week, reveal a buttoned-
up campaign that analyzes nearly 
every decision, mirroring Clinton’s 
reputation as a methodical and 
tactical politician and the ‘dicey’ 
issue of whether to allow lobbyists 

for foreign companies and govern-
ments to bundle for the campaign.

But WikiLeaks’s internet access 
was cut off last Monday morning, 
although it was not immediately 
clear who was responsible. A tweet 
from the site’s official account 
claimed it had been “intentionally 
severed” by a “state party”.

Ecuador later confirmed that 
it temporarily cut off internet ac-
cess in its embassy in London to 
Julian Assange, WikiLeaks founder, 
where he had been on asylum, over 
fears that he was using it to inter-
fere in the US presidential election.

Assange, an Australian com-
puter programmer, publisher and 
journalist, founded WikiLeaks in 
2006. In November 2010, Assange 
was requested to be extradited to 
Sweden, where he is wanted for 
questioning concerning an allega-
tion of rape. He denied the allega-
tion and expressed concern that he 
would be extradited from Sweden 
to the US due to his perceived role 
in publishing secret American 
documents.

But Hillary Clinton’s hacked 
email, which President Barack 
Obama, the Democrats and some 
senior Republicans blamed on 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia, was less 
effective in achieving the alleged 
objective to influence the outcome 

of the US election as it appears 
overshadowed by multiple sexual 
assaults allegation against bitter 
rival, Donald Trump.

The episode, which saw nine 
women including older ones, start-
ed after the Republican presidential 
hopeful denied during the second 
debate that he ever assaulted any 
woman sexually, following a 2005 
video obtained by The Washington 
Post which revealed lewd and vul-
gar remarks Donald Trump made 
about how he had treated women. 

In the video, Trump bragged in 
vulgar terms about kissing, groping 
and trying to have carnal knowl-
edge of women during a 2005 
conversation caught on a hot mi-
crophone, saying that “when you 
are a star, they let you do it” and 
discussing a failed attempt to seduce 
a woman.

“I moved on her, and I failed. I 
will admit it. I did try and f--k her. 
I moved on her like a bitch, but I 
couldn’t get there. And she was 
married. And I moved on her very 
heavily. In fact, I took her out fur-
niture shopping. She wanted to get 
some furniture. I said, ‘I will show 
you where they have some nice 
furniture. I have got to use some Tic 
Tacs, just in case I start kissing her’,” 
the audio captured Trump saying.

But he quickly apologised and 

said he never claimed to be a perfect 
person, nor pretended to be some-
one he is not; and that he had done 
things he regrets, including the 
comments contained in the more 
than a decade-old video.

In a New York Times report, 
Jessica Leeds, who said she came to 
testify following the denial, accused 
Trump of fondling her breasts when 
she was 38 years old. Leeds, now 74, 
said she met Trump in the first-class 
cabin of a flight to New York more 
than 30 years ago, and claimed he 
also attempted to reach under her 
skirt during the flight.

But Tene John, head, Depart-
ment of Political Science, Nigerian 
Institute of Journalism, Lagos, says 
while he is not in support of Donald 
Trump’s remarks about women, 
the fact that the issue is coming 
out at the twilight of the American 
Presidential election campaign 
shows that it is political strategy to 
buttress the fact that Trump lacks 
the morality to be next American 
President as upheld by those op-
posing him. 

According to him, the current 
bitter race to the White House 
reveals tactical similarity between 
American and Nigerian political 
environment, a tactic he said is a 
new approach by a nation that calls 
itself defender of democracy.

Donald Trump
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How fear of Putin shapes US presidential election
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she was paid $225,000 appears 
contrary.

In her response, the Democrat-
ic candidate said, “But you are very 
clearly quoting from WikiLeaks 
and what’s really important about 
WikiLeaks is that the Russian 
government has engaged in es-
pionage against Americans. They 
have hacked American websites, 
American accounts of private 
people, of institutions, and then 
they have given that information 
to WikiLeaks for the purpose of 
putting it on the internet.

“This has come from the high-
est levels of the Russian govern-
ment, clearly from Putin himself; 
in an effort, as 17 of our intel-
ligence agencies have confirmed, 
to influence our election. So I 
actually think the most important 
question of this evening, Chris, is 
finally, will Donald Trump admit 
and condemn that the Russians 
are doing this and make it clear 
that he will not have the help 
of Putin in this election, that he 
rejects Russian espionage against 
Americans which he actually 
encouraged in the past? Those are 
the questions we need answered. 
We have never had anything like 
this happen in any of our elections 
before.”

The Republican candidate 
did not waste time to fire verbal 
missile to his rival, asking, “That 
was a great pivot off the fact 
that she wants open borders, 
okay? How did we get off to 
Putin? Now we can talk about 
Putin. I don’t know Putin. He 
said nice things about me. If 
we got along well, that would 
be good.

“If Russia and the United 
States got along well and went 
after ISIS that would be good. 
He has no respect for her [Hill-
ary Clinton]. He has no respect 
for our president. And I’ll tell 
you what, we’re in very seri-
ous trouble because we have 
a country with tremendous 
numbers of nuclear warheads, 
1,800, by the way, where they 
expanded and we didn’t – 1,800 
nuclear warheads, and she’s 
playing chicken.”

But Hillary Clinton fired 
back, saying, “Well, that’s be-
cause he [Putin] would rather 
have a puppet as president,” 
to which Trump promptly re-
torted, “No puppet, no puppet. 
You’re the puppet.”

Hillary Clinton won the 
third and final presidential de-
bate, according to voters in the 
first opinion polls of the night. 
One survey, conducted by CNN/
ORC, found that 52 percent of 
voters believe Clinton won the 
90-minute debate, compared to 
39 percent of participants who 
said that her rival Trump won 
the contest.

Trump is already making 
allegations that the election is 
“rigged” after dramatically los-
ing ground in the US presiden-
tial race in recent weeks.

“And you ask me what the 
similarity is. The issue of Buhari’s 
certificate forgery allegation 
never came up until several times 
he attempted to be president 
of Nigeria through the ballot 
box, but when it became clear 
that he might win the last time 
around, we started hearing that 
he was not qualified to be presi-
dent. Why didn’t the issue come 
up since? Even now as I speak 
with you, the Buhari’s certificate 
forgery allegation is still raising 
its ugly head every now then,” 
he said.

“American presidential elec-
tion debate has never been this 
fierce! The intensity of the cam-
paign is so high; no thanks to 
the ugly past of both nominees. 
You know the Democrats and 
the White House, including 
some Republicans have already 
concluded that the Russians are 
using WikiLeaks to hack DNC 
and Hillary Clinton’s emails to 
influence the election in Don-
ald Trump’s favour. This is a 
type of brutal election campaign 
both sides engage in, something 
similar to politics of hate we also 
practice here in Nigeria. Perhaps 
the Americans are leaning it from 
us,” he told BDSUNDAY.

In the third and last 90-min-
ute, no-commercial-breaks de-

bate moderated by Chris Wal-
lace, Fox News anchor, both 
candidates provided answers to 
questions on debt, entitlements, 
gun control, abortion, immigration, 
the economy, the Supreme Court, 

foreign hot spots, and fitness to be 
president.   

But the debate nearly got out 
of control when the moderator 
quoted from a WikiLeaks released 

information and asked Hillary 
Clinton to clear up her position 
on abortion because a speech she 
gave to a Brazilian bank for which 
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‘Ethics, professionalism, difficult to uphold 
in economically crisis-ridden society’

T
he Abia state corre-
spondents’ chapel 
penultimate week 
held the maiden 
edition of its week 

which has been described by 
guests and other stakeholders 
in the industry as a very good 
and successful outing.

During the week-long 
event that featured a novelty 
match between the chapel 
and Nigeria Police team, Abia 
State Command, Awards to 
three Abia indigenes who 
have distinguished them-
selves in different fields of 
endeavour and a lecture, en-
titled ‘Journalism and Its eth-
ics in Nigeria’ and a keynote 
address on ‘The Imperatives 
of Equity and Fairness’ as 
Initiated and implemented by 
the former Governor of Abia 
State, Theodore A. Orji.

The grand finale of the 
occasion offered correspon-
dents in the state an ample 
opportunity to do their own 
thing in their own way in-
stead of abandoning their 
own events for others.

It was a period mapped 
out by correspondents to 
do appraisal of their perfor-
mances for the past years, 
identify where they have 
excelled and faltered with a 
view to improving and cor-
recting themselves.

While delivering the lec-
ture, Ambrose Nwachukwu, 
a veteran journalist and for-
mer National Vice President 
of Nigeria Union of Jour-
nalists ( Zone C)  noted that 
given the fact that journalists 
are expected to have a great 
sense and commitment to 
the highest professional and 
ethical standard and a clean 
and healthy mind for public 
good and interest as to earn 
and sustain public trusts, 
journalists should conscious-
ly place on their heads the 
codes (helmets of ethics of the 
profession so as not to derail.

He hinted that journalism 
ethics emerged at the turn 
of the twentieth century in 
response to the crisis of con-
fidence in Journalism.

“A media practitioner 
therefore, communicates in 
the very way that reflects 
what he is. If a journalist is 
immoral, definitely he cannot 
preach or talk about morals or 
ethics as to command public 
respect or earn the trust of 
the society he is supposed to 
serve,” noted Nwachukwu.

He pointed out that a ma-
jor challenge in the drive 
towards upholding ethical 
standard is lack of a clear-cut 
definition of who can be a 
publisher.

The former National VP of 
NUJ said that there were no 
operational rules for publish-
ers and this had given rise to 
mushroom or sub-standard 
newspapers as the conduct 
and behaviours of those em-
ployed as “journalists” would 
jeopardise journalism ethical 
standard.

“Beyond that, and espe-
cially in contemporary times, 
it may be difficult or quite 
challenging to uphold ethics 
and professionalism in an 
economically crisis-ridden 
society. The journalist is first 
and foremost- a human liv-
ing among others in a soci-
ety where the centrifugal 
and centripetal forces of 
life are at war using human 
beings as their punching 
bags,”Nwachukwu noted.

Martins Azubuike, Speak-
er, Abia House of Assembly, in 
his Keynote address ‘Impera-
tives of Equity and Fairness’ 
as initiated and implemented 
by government of former 
Governor of Abia State, T.A. 
Orji, said that since the incep-
tion of man’s history, leader-
ship had been a characteristic 
feature of human enterprise 

where any society by way 
of its socio-economic and 
political development, de-
picted a clear measurement 
of potency of its leadership.

He noted that any leader-
ship of the society or govern-
ment that was not grounded 
on equity and fairness would 
produce rulership as against 
leadership.

The Abia speaker ob-
served that where there was 
equity and fairness, there 
would be a sense of belong-
ing that would generate pa-
triotism, dedication, devel-
opment, progress, harmony, 
security and stability.

“It is in the spirit of eq-
uity and fairness that Nige-
ria’s Federal constitution is 
drafted and clearly divided 
states to thirty six while each 
federating state has three 
senatorial zones. It is also in 
that same spirit that Abia 
Charter of Equity was born,” 
Azubuike noted.

According to him, it was in 
the spirit of equity and fair-
ness that T.A. Orji initiated 
and implemented the charter 
of equity by shifting power to 
Abia south senatorial zone.

Emma Ugwu, the chair-
man of the Correspondents’ 
chapel in his speech remind-
ed members in the informa-
tion dissemination profession 
that the onus lied on them to 

uphold their calling adding 
that journalism is the profes-
sion that has well defined 
role stated in the constitu-
tion of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria.

Ugwu further said that 
correspondents should not 
lose sight of the fact they 
must be agents of develop-
ment not destruction; growth 
not retardation, education 
not mind pollution; cultural 
revival not cultural imperi-
alism.

“The media can only make 
meaningful impact on their 
environment by upholding 
developmental journalism 
as creed. Journalists in Abia 
and indeed Nigeria can do 
more in this direction. I know 
the challenges are enormous 
but we can overcome with 
perseverance and setting of 
positive goals,” he said.

The Abia Correspondents’ 
boss reminded members that 
all the Awards instituted for 
Media excellence both locally 
and internationally were not 
given on stories based on 
falsehood, blackmail, charac-
ter assassination, twisting of 
facts and figure or perversity.

He observed that while 
journalists serve the society 
and fight for their rights and 
freedom from oppression, 
they should equally recipro-
cate and fight for journalists 

when they fall victims to 
the oppressive fangs of the 
authorities.

Three eminent Abians 
who have distinguishe d 
thems elves in different 
spheres of endeavours. The 
included: Theodore  A. Orji 
former governor of Abia who 
was honoured as Equity Hero 
of Abia for enthroning Equity 
and Fair play in the political 
landscape of the state.

Orji for the first time since 
the creation of the state 25 
years ago shifted power to 
Abia South Senatorial Zone.

UKo Ndukwe Nkole, a 
member representing Aro-
chukwu/Ohafia Federal con-
stituency in the National 
Assembly received an Award 
on Quality Representation for 
impacting positively on his 
constituents within a short 
stay in office.

Another Awardee, Chris 
Odinaka Igwe, Chairman/ 
CEO, Chrisnak Group of Com-
panies, a philanthropist and   
businessman got the Award 
of Development Catalyst for 
his various philanthropist 
works and also partnering 
with Abia state Government 
to construct Amauda-Isuochi 
Road in Umunneochi Local 
Government Area, He paid 
N300 million (three hundred 
million Naira) out of the con-
tract sum of N800 million.
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L-R Chris Isiguzo, vice-president NUJ, Zone C; Martins Azubuike, speaker Abia  State House of Assembly; Eziuche Ubani, commissioner for works;  Uko Nkole, 
House of Reps member, and Don Norman Obinna, media adviser  to T.A. Orji, at the event.

Success not...

Republic of Benin and Nigeria.”
Al-Mustapha, whose foun-

dation has, since 1997, been 
giving scholarship to indi-
gent students and sponsoring 
many developmental projects 
in the North-East said: “Aside 
from the past histories, both 
Anglophone and francophone 
countries in Africa are the 
same, adding that the differ-
ences in languages and past 
histories are the imaginary 
demarcations and forces that 
have been slowing African 
nations down and retarding 
development in Africa.” I be-
lieve we can build trust when 
we are united in our dreams. 
Trust, with all its advantages, 
will do away with all the 
physical barriers that retard 
international relationship, 
growth and development 
between Benin Republic and 
Nigeria.”

The former CSO told a story 
of how he was incarcerated for 
fifteen years, saying the lessons 
he learnt while in detention 
was thought-provoking. He 
also advised the graduating 
students thus:   “As you join 
the rest of the world, pursuing 
your respective careers, if you 
are afraid to fall, you cannot 
rise and make any meaningful 
progress in life’’.

“In individual’s destiny lies 
a collective destiny, therefore, 
wherever you find yourself in 
life, know certainly, that there 
are trials in life, but in facing 
the trials, I urge you to be a 
man, trust God, and believe in 
yourself. Be assured that Africa 
will prosper and compete with 
the rest of the world in the 
nearest future.

“Pay all your attention to 
the development of your ca-
reers, the business environ-
ment in today’s life is not for 
the lazy people. Therefore, as a 
student, you should adjust and 
be on your feet, so that you 
can grab the opportunities that 
are abound in today’s world”, 
he said. 

Other dignitaries that ac-
companied Al-Mustapha to 
the Republic of Benin included, 
the National President, Arewa 
Youth consultative forum, 
Yerima Shettima; Senior Spe-
cial Assistant to Al-Mustapha, 
Zakari Hussain; Oloba Gbenga, 
Prince Adedoyin Sijuade, Idris 
Galadima, Abubakar Jibia, 
Kolawole Agboola, and Kyari 
Gadzanga.

Shettima expressed confi-
dence in the awardees, adding 
that they are all worthy of 
those honours. He said he ac-
knowledged the efforts of the 
leadership of the university, 
especially, the awards given 
to Major Hamza Al-Mustapha 
and five other Nigerians.

“To be honoured in a foreign 
university was a testimony 
of an exemplary life. For Al-
Mustapha, the  award was 
timely and rewarding  because 
the former CSO has through his 
foundation, been contributing 
to the development of North 
Eastern states in Nigeria, par-
ticularly, in Yobe, since 1997, 
even before the insurgency 
that had ravaged the area.”

Continued  from  page  9



M
any newspaper commenta-
tors and analysts have in 
their various articles lashed 
out at the Nigerian First 
Lady, Aisha Buhari for her 

comments on the administration of her 
husband and the hijack of government by 
a cabal.

Some of the analysts were of the opinion 
that Aisha was not circumspect in her utter-
ances and should have applied more wisdom 
than she deployed during the interview 
with the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Hausa Service.

However, a greater number of Nigerians 
have converged on the opinion that Aisha 
could not have done the job a better way 
than she did it. Those who court this view 
say that for the first lady to have gone to 
town with her frustration over the goings-
on in government is a clear indication that 
she must have labored hard to drive the 
message into President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, her husband, without success.

Aisha’s revelations in the BBC interview 
have since gone viral. President Buhari’s 
responses appeared to have also found, 
in equal proportion, a space in the social 
media. Those who have critically read the 
full text of the interview would agree that 
the woman meant no harm, if anything, she 
had wanted to save her husband whose rat-
ing among Nigerians has so dipped that if a 
fresh election were to be held today, would 
not win a polling unit, except in his native 
village, Daura, Katsina State.

Aisha was pained that the likes of Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu who drew the plan and gal-
vanised the instruments that catapulted Bu-
hari to Aso Rock, may have been sidelined, 
while a few who were nowhere to be found 
when the cooking was being done, are now 
those who determine what portion to dish 
out to those at the dining table.

It also agitated her mind that all the 
promises dished out by her husband and his 
party during the electioneering campaign 
have been reneged on, and the woman 
was emphatic that should things continue 
as they are, she would not as much as cam-
paign for the re-election of her husband, let 
alone casting her vote.

By her tough-speaking, the first lady 
may have initiated a step toward saving 
the husband. An APC chieftain who spoke 
on condition of anonymity said: “At least, 
President Buhari can for the first time be-
lieve that Nigerians are suffering and that 
there is trouble in the land. All along, he had 
been deceived by those few elements that 
surround him, that all is well. With what 
Aisha has said, he will now begin to reflect 
deeply on the comments of his wife”.

“I do not agree with those who say 
that Aisha’s comments would be counter-
productive. Not at all! For instance, on 
the strength of what the woman said, the 
President had already held a meeting with 
Baba Akande, a former interim national 
chairman of our party; Rauf Aregbesola 
and Senator Sola Adeyeye from Osun State. 
The essence of that meeting was to begin 

some form of cementing the cracks that are 
already visible on the party, particularly, 
the relationship between the President and 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, the ‘Jagaban’. I can 
assure you that many more positive steps 
are still in the offing,” the APC chieftain said.

Titus Arungwa, a psychologist, told 
BDSUNDAY that it was sad that Nigerians 
are making fun of the weighty issues raised 
by the First Lady and the response of the 
President.

“If it were in some countries, the First 
Lady’s comments are enough to cause a 
civil disobedience, to force the President to 
resign. For me, Aisha is a heroine by that 
singular act, some people ask why she said 
it in the public sphere, why couldn’t she tell 
her husband? But nobody has cared to know 
if she has been saying so without a change in 
attitude,” Arungwa said, adding, “I think Aisha 
is the only person that can talk to the President 
who is known to be resolute in his decisions 
and care-less about other people’s views.”

On his perception of the First Lady’s 
comments, Timothy Golu, chairman, House 
Committee on Legislative Budget, said the 
President should listen to his wife.

“She’s drawing her husband’s attention 
to issues that sycophants around him would 
not tell him. But she has come out with the 
truth and is saying it because she loves her 
husband,” Golu said.

Describing the warning as timely, a 
university lecturer who would not want 
his name in print said it was obvious that 
Nigeria was in a terrible situation and the 
actors appear helpless or have not come to 
appreciate the enormity of the problem.

“Each time I listen to the President speak, 
I get an impression, right or wrong, that the 
man does not know the seriousness of our 
case as a country. He believes that the salva-
tion of Nigeria lies in the hands of all those 

countries he runs to. The earlier he realises 
this, the better,” the lecturer said.

“I have read a lot of comments on the Ai-
sha interview and I am shocked at the level of 
naivety being manifested. Many people are 
of the opinion that she should have spoken 
in the secret recess of their bedroom in Aso 
Villa, but they forget that this woman must 
have been so frustrated by the quantum of 
complaints she gets, the tearful eyes she sees 
on a daily basis and the agony-filled faces 
she meets across the country. What has she 
done wrong than what the wife of King Pilate 
did, by warning the husband to be careful 
how he handled the case of Christ because 
of certain dreams she had that bordered on 
the innocence of the accused.

“If I may ask, have we not suffered 
enough as Nigerian citizens that somebody 
close to the powers that be, whose voice 
must be heard, should speak out on our 
behalf? I think that’s what Aisha did and 
she deserves one million garlands for her 
effort,” the Don further said.

In politics, those who are privileged to 
be in the corridors of power hardly hear 
the agonising cry of the masses. They ap-
plaud faulty policies and programmes of 

government and always wish that things 
continue the way they are because they 
are comfortable. Politics, whether now or 
then, has remained a selfish game where 
the winner takes it all. Many kingdoms have 
been destroyed because the kings refused 
to heed warnings but followed their own 
tenacious ways.

There was a time when king Saul (rejected 
king of Israel- because the spirit of God had 
left him), was seeking to kill David by all 
means. For the records, Saul was rejected 
because he began to do his own wish against 
the will of God who gave him the privilege to 
rule over Israel. It happened that David was 
now on the run to escape death from Saul 
and his men. In the cause of running, David 
and his very hungry men had arrived a place 
called Carmel, where a wealthy man, Nabal, 
was shearing his sheep. David sent his men 
to beg Nabal to give them some water and 
bread, but the man refused and began to use 
curse words against David. He had no pity 
on David who was being chased about by a 
wicked regime. But the man had a wife called 
Abigail, ‘a woman of good understanding, 
and of a beautiful countenance.’

It was Abigail that intervened. She quickly 
took some provisions to David and his men, 
pleading for mercy on her husband, “Let not my 
lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even 
Nabal, for as his name, and folly is with him…”

Unlike Abigail, Aisha Buhari never 
described her husband as ‘This man of 
Belial’, but she simply advised the man 
to do something about the ugly state of 
affairs in the country. Like Abigail cor-
rectly noted in her plea that David had 
determined to visit Nabal with destruction 
for his ill-treatment of David and his ser-
vants, Aisha perceived that her husband’s 
style of governance and body language 
would prove disastrous as Nigerian voters 
are waiting in the wings to disgrace him 
should he decide to go in for re-election.
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Like Aisha, like Abigail
… Tale of two women who saved difficult husbands

Aisha Buhari

Aisha Buhari
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S
o o n  a f t e r  h e  w a s  s w o r n 
into office on May 29, 2015, 
Governor Udom Emmanuel 
began the implementation of 
the 5-point agenda of his ad-

ministration meant to transform the 
economic landscape of the state with 
determination and commitment and 
17 months down the line, significant 
achievements have been recorded.

Anchored on   job creation, poverty 
alleviation, wealth creation, economic 
and political inclusion as well as con-
solidation of infrastructure and con-
solidation, the governor collectively 
with members of the now dissolved 
state executive council, vigorously 
hit the ground running and has since 
not relented.

Given the diverse nature of the 
state in terms of ethnic composition 
and geographical spread, all sections 
of the state must be seen to be accom-
modated in the state executive council 
despite the limited number of com-
missioners and special advisers that 
must be appointed.

In assembling the cabinet members 
to serve as the pioneer members of the 
state executive council of his admin-
istration, it was widely accepted that 
the members could best be described 
as “square pegs in square holes”.

In terms of achievements made so 
far, all sectors of the state’s economy 
ranging from maritime, industrial 
and physical infrastructure as well 
as health, education and ecological 
development have all been touched 
in the last few months.

First, in the area of infrastructure 
consolidation, given that the immedi-
ate past administration had left an in-
delible mark in the provision of qual-
ity roads, bridges and flyovers, the 
Udom administration took off with a 
determination to do even more. It did 
this by the construction a number 
of roads across the three senatorial 
districts of the state.

Among the projects are the Eket 
Ibeno road leading the operational 
base of Mobil Producing Nigeria, a 
major oil company in the country, the 
construction of a dual carriage way 
from Etinan to Ndon Eyo to link it 
with the East West road, the ongoing 
construction of a dual carriage way 
from Uyo, the state capital to Eket, the 
construction of Mbak road in Uyo to 
Ifiayong in Uruan Local Government 
Area as well as the construction and 
commissioning of a major road proj-
ect- Information Drive in Uyo, the 

state capital.
Others include the second run-

way at the Akwa Ibom international 
airport; Idiba-Nda Nsit-Nung Udoe 
road; sports academy in Ikot Mbong, 
Onna Local Government Area; 5 km 
Ikot Usop-Ikot Edeghe-Ikot Ekpuk 
Road with 30m span bridge; 6.6 km 
road network in Atan Offot; 6.4 km 
Nto Edino-Ekwerre Azu Road in Obot 
Akara and the 1.2 km underground 
drainage along Nsikak Eduok avenue, 
Uyo. 

There are indeed other road proj-
ects that currently being undertaken 
with a view to consolidating on its 
infrastructure development agenda 
as well as making the state a model 
in terms of quality road network in 
which the state has been known for. 
The administration, within a period of 
17 months, pursued the urbanisation 
programme in which internal roads in 
the state capital and its suburbs were 
constructed and opened up.

There is also the construction of 
Ikot Okoro Ikot Ibritam road in Oruk 

Anam Local Government Area, a re-
gional market at Mbiabong Etoi, emer-
gency work projects in Oron as well 
as the construction of Uyo-Oron road.

By far, the development of physical 
infrastructure in the last few years 
seems to have had the most profound 
impact on the economy of the state 
as it has created thousands of jobs for 
people of all age groups.

In the area of health, a major target 
in the sustainable development goals 
programme, the Akwa Ibom govern-
ment with the support of the outgo-
ing members of the state executive 
council moved fast to renovate health 
facilities beginning with the General 
Hospital, Anua, in Uyo Local Govern-
ment Area even though it is privately 
run by the Catholic mission. It was a 
clear indication of the government’s 
determination to revive the health 
sector by investing in both physical 
facilities and in manpower training 
and development which made it pos-
sible for more health workers to be 

recruited.
It was not only the Anua general 

hospital that has been touched by 
the state government, several health 
facilities, including General Hospital, 
Etinan and many others have been 
inspected with contracts awarded for 
their renovations.

The recruitment of hundreds of 
health workers including nurses by 
the state government has contrib-
uted in many ways to restoring the 
people’s confidence in the health 
sector and helped to improve hospital 
attendance.

In the area of job creation, this 
can be clearly seen in the number 
of industrial projects undertaken by 
the state government since its incep-
tion. From the groundbreaking of an 
assembly plant, the commencement 
of a metering factory in the state, 
the coconut plantation and refinery 
as well as a hatchery project inaugu-
rated in the state last year. While the 
coconut refinery is expected to be 
the first of its kind in this part of the 

Hard to say bye, as Udom dissolves cabinet 

Udom Emmanuel

Governor Udom Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom State has pursued the 5-point agenda of his ad-
ministration with dedication and commitment, recording remarkable achievements in the 
process together with the outgoing members of the state executive council, writes 
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK

…after remarkable achievements since inauguration
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country with the prospects of creating 
thousands of jobs directly and indi-
rectly, the hatchery project located in 
Mbiaya in Uruan Local Government 
Area is already producing thousands 
of day old chicks daily and offering 
employment opportunities of many 
in and outside the state.

According to Etido Inyang, a mem-
ber of the dissolved state executive 
council who was commissioner for 
special duties, the industrial pro-
gramme of the state government has 
been undertaken to the extent that 
the people of the state will be involved 
in seeing themselves as partners in 
progress.

“If you are establishing an agri-
culture project, people have to know 
that the bye-products have to come 
from agriculture, therefore you need 
to plant. If you are building a cassava 
factory, you have to plant cassava and 
to plant cassava itself, the stem has to 
be the productive.

 
“If you are looking at juice, you 

have to plant oranges, mangoes, 
fruits. If your soil is not good enough 
to receive these things, then, those 
industries will not work because of 
raw materials because you have to 
site your industry close to sources of 
raw materials,” he said.

Inyang believes that within the 
next few months, the industrial 
programme of the state government 
would have started to yield dividends, 
adding that “within the next nine 
months, we will begin to have the 
physical infrastructure on ground.’’

For the former commissioner for 
works, Ephraim Inyang-Eyen, the 
governor promised wealth creation in 
line with the five-point agenda, add-
ing that promises have already been 
fulfilled given the number of projects 
executed by the state government.

Maintaining that the governor  is 
committed towards offering service to 
the people of the state, he noted that 
the governor, a successful banker left 
his safe haven in the banking industry 
with a clear focus and determination 
to “manage the resources of the state 
in an excellent manner while plug-
ging all loopholes.’’ 

The former member of the state 
executive council who was speaking 
against the background of the elimi-
nation of middlemen in the payment 
of property owners affected by road 
projects said the new system intro-
duced has helped in many ways to 
eliminate bottlenecks.

“We discovered that the man who 
goes to value the property also pays. 
It is on record that there were a lot of 
issues. The governor said something 
must be done differently. What we 
have done is that if you are a valuer, 
you value only, a consultant to pay 
is appointed, it is a separate entity,’’ 

he said.
Before the economy of the country 

went into recession, the Akwa Ibom 
State government had already started 
paying attention to agriculture as in 
the number of investments in the 
sector, from revival of cocoa farming, 
rice plantations and establishment of 
cassava mills.

According to Akan Okon, former 
commissioner for finance, the state 
government is paying serious atten-
tion to the agricultural sector, adding 
that in this year’s budget, adequate 
provision is made for that sector.  

“We believe that the state economy 
should be diversified and that the 
agricultural sector provides avenue; 
the value chain would provide op-
portunities for economic growth and 
that several crops can be cultivated 
in the state. In the area of rice farm-
ing, government is doing everything 
to ensure that it becomes a reality, 
also in the area of cocoa; we want to 
ensure that the yield from this entire 
agricultural produce is improved. We 
are establishing a coconut plantation 
to serve as a feedstock to the planned 
cocoanut refinery. These are things 
that will provide employment op-
portunities and provide income for 
our people.

 
Why governor dissolved cabinet

The dissolution of the Akwa Ibom 
State executive council as announced 
last weekend took many people by 
surprise.  Though, it has long been 
speculated that some members would 
be dropped, there was no indication 
that the entire executive council 
would be dissolved.

To many, it  was long overdue 
since some members had spent more 

than eight years in their positions. 
For instance, some commissioners 
appointed by the previous adminis-
tration were also part of the current 
administration. Retaining the former 
members was seen as necessary ac-
cording to observers in ensuring a 
smooth transition.

Several reasons have been ad-
vanced for the exercise, one of which 
is the urgent need to reinvigorate 
the machinery of governance. There 
is also a groundswell of opinion that 
the governor requires “fresh ideas and 
competences” to drive the administra-
tion’s vision of industrialisation which 
should be provided by new members 
of the state executive council.

Others have however, argued that 
since some members had acquired 
‘considerable experience’ in gover-
nance, they should be allowed to 
bring their skills and know-how to 
bear on the administration of the state 
in critical areas.

These two positions have become 
so dominant that members of the state 
executive council were seen to be split 
into two camps.

During the last media interaction 
which was part of activities marking 
the 29th anniversary of the creation 
of Akwa Ibom State, the governor was 
emphatic when he said that there is 
no division in the cabinet, dismiss-
ing insinuations that commissioners 
belonged to two camps.

According to him, it does not mat-
ter where any member of the cabinet 
comes from, what is important is the 
person’s contributions to the develop-
ment of the state. For him, he would 
not hesitate to fire any member whose 
loyalty is in doubt if he were to find 
out.

Speaking recently while deliver-

ing a lecture during the leadership 
award series, the governor said the 
development of the state is being ap-
proached through three gateways of 
road, air and water, adding that the 
focus of the state government is on all 
of them as a practical step to reduce 
unemployment and enhance human 
capital development.

“We have revolutionised our ag-
riculture, through cocoa production, 
coconut plantation and refineries, in 
addition to youth’s skills development 
programmes. We must collectively 
decide to banish hunger from among 
our people. Any nation that cannot 
feed its citizens is headed for disaster,’’ 
the governor said.

Indeed, a good number of people 
have described the exercise as a wel-
come development and have seen 
it as being in line with the vision 
of the state government to quicken 
the industrialisation of the state by 
repeatedly injecting new hands into 
the system.

For instance, while many say it 
is the right thing to do, pointing out 
that it will give him the opportunity 
to assert his authority as the governor 
of the state, others say keeping some 
members of the state executive coun-
cil for more than eight years, a term 
limit allowed for elected governors, 
could be counterproductive.

According to Godwin Udofia, a 
legal practitioner based in Uyo, the 
state capital, the governor has done 
no wrong in dissolving the cabinet, 
adding that his action is based on the 
legal maxim that he that hires has 
the right to fire. For him, the outgo-
ing members of the state executive 
council had contributed their quota 
to the development of the state.

In dissolving the state executive 
council, the governor had noted and 
appreciated the enormous contribu-
tions of the outgoing members to the 
development of the state and he has 
acted within the ambit of the 1999 
Constitution of the Federal Republic 
Nigeria as amended.

Udofia, who is the principal partner 
at Glowin Chambers, says the ques-
tion about the timing of the exercise 
does not arise as members of the ex-
ecutive council do hold office at the 
pleasure of the governor. He advised 
the governor “to use his wealth of ex-
perience to select capable hands that 
will assist him to achieve the focus of 
his administration.’’

Nevertheless, the dissolution of 
the state executive council has elic-
ited positive comments from a cross 
section of the populace with many 
seeing it as necessary tonic meant 
to give a boost to the administration 
drive towards industrialisation and 
the fulfillment of the governor’s cam-
paign promises.

In announcing the dissolution, the 
secretary to the state government, 
Etekamba Umoren directed perma-
nent secretaries to take over the 
running of the respective ministries 
pending the appointment of new 
commissioners. The dissolution took 
immediate effect.

As the new members of the state 
executive council are eagerly being 
awaited, it is hoped that they would 
come with new ideas and that would 
assist the governor in the realisation 
of government’s vision towards the 
industrial development of the state.

Hard to say bye, as Udom dissolves cabinet 

Udom Emmanuel

…after remarkable achievements since inauguration



‘Adamawa government’s good performance in 
infrastructure responsible for APC success in council poll’

Poor funding threatens counter-terrorism operations in Kano

Usman Sali Bodes, a retired commodore and a member of the Presidential Committee on the 
North East Interventions (PCNI), in this chanced interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, explained 
why the All Progressives Congress (APC) performed so well in the recent council election in 
Adamawa State; the need for school feeding programme, among other issues. Excerpts:

T
he local government 
election in Adamawa 
State has come and 
gone; how would you 
assess the exercise and 

the outcome?
Well, you know that every 

government in power has that 
edge when it comes to grassroots 
election, particularly when that 
government is doing things that 
are pleasing to the people. I can 
say that the state government in 
Adamawa is having the edge and 
popularity because of its perfor-
mance, especially in the area of 
infrastructure. That does not mean 
that there are no dissenting voices. 
There are two or three local gov-
ernments that are still strongholds 
of the PDP, but by and large, the 
APC has tried to control majority of 
the councils. There were noticeable 
hitches in some areas with the card 
reader machines and I believe with 
time the relevant agency would 
look into it in order to find a lasting 
solution.

You were recently appointed 
as a member Presidential Com-
mittee on the North East Inter-
ventions (PCNI); how do you feel 
serving on that board?

 As a politician, I am happy 
to have been considered for the 
assignment and I am also happy 

to have accepted it. You see, it is 
in line with my belief that once 
we have played politics during 
electioneering campaign and 
elections have been held, results 
declared and winners emerged, 
politicking should end, the atten-
tion and focus must shift to real 
governance, serving the people 
in line with the promises made. 

We only go back to politicking 
after four years. That is the way 
it is supposed to be. The appoint-
ment into that committee is an 
opportunity to serve, and it goes 
beyond the issue of IDPs, it is 
about rehabilitating those states 
that were terribly devastated by 
the activities of the Boko Haram. 
There are five states affected, but 

Borno, Adamawa and Yobe are 
the worst hit actually. The reha-
bilitation includes empowerment, 
general integration, cash transfer, 
education with emphasis on engi-
neering and mathematics, school 
feeding programme from Primary 
1 to Primary 3 by the Federal Gov-
ernment. The feeding programme, 
I must say, is one initiative that 
will go a long way to positively 
affecting the lives of many people 
beyond those that will be fed. It 
will have positive impact on agri-
culture, transportation, food deal-
ers as well as many other members 
of society and positively impact 
the economy in the long run. It is a 
programme that I think every state 
government should adopt because 
of its multiplier effect.

 
But the Buhari administra-

tion has been talking about this 
since it came into power without 
implementation. Do you think 
that with the reality on ground, 
economy wise, the school feed-
ing programme can ever be 
implemented?  

That is the major constraint. 
I think from the grape vine, the 
situation is going to improve in 
the next two to three months.

You are from Adamawa, same 
state with Atiku Abubakar, a 
chieftain of the APC; is there any 

merit in the stories flying about 
that he may dump the party 
anytime soon?

Dump APC for which other 
party?

What if he chooses to float a 
new one altogether to prosecute 
his presidential ambition?

These are rumours. Too many 
stories are being told out there, 
that one just have to be very 
careful what one hears or act 
upon. I have nothing to say on 
that because I don’t know what 
is in his mind and it will be very 
dangerous to draw conclusions.

 
What is happening to Nuhu 

Ribadu? In July it was said that 
he was to rejoin the APC but 
was being resisted by some party 
chieftains from Adamawa. Why 
is he so quiet?

 Well, I can confirm to you 
that Ribadu has come back to the 
APC. I have not spoken to him to 
know his next move but we are 
waiting to see what happens in 
the nearest future, but I think 
people would want Ribadu to re-
main silent for now and to watch 
situations unfold. Just like the 
question you asked about Atiku 
Abubakar, people are free to 
insinuate a lot of things but time 
will prove everything.

Bodes

P
revailing situation in 
Kano State indicates that 
poor funding is threaten-
ing the on-going opera-

tions mounted by the Joint Task 
Force (JTF), an ad-hoc military 
groups floated by the Federal 
Government to weed out terror-
ism in the state.

The threat is being com-
pounded by the inability of the 
Kano State government to meet 
its funding contributions for 
the prosecution of the military 
campaign.

Fact obtained by BDSUNDAY 
indicates that the state govern-
ment has been unable to meet 
its financial obligations to the 
campaign, since the month of 
April, this year.

The decision of the state to 
suspend the funding is said to 
be responsible for the inactive of 
soldiers, and other security oper-
atives attached to the JTF Strike 
Force to particularly tackle the 
rising kidnapping incidence by 
terrorists operating under the 
cover of being cattle rustlers.

Under the arrangement set-
ting up the JTF, states where the 

JTF is in operation, are required 
to provide feeding, and stipends 
for the operatives of the JTF, 
who are drawn from personnel 
of the Nigeria Army, Nigeria 
Air force, Department of State 
Security Service (SSS), and the 
Nigeria Police.

A source within the JTF in 
the state, who confirmed the 
situation, disclosed that a size-
able proportion of funding for 
the JTF operations in the state 
usually come from the monthly 
security vote under the control 
of the state governor.

The growing funding gap is 
said to be affecting the ability 
of the soldiers, and other secu-
rity personnel attached to the 
operation to conduct regular 
patrols within and outside Kano 
metropolis.

The development is also said 
to responsible for the reduction 
in security check-points, within, 
and around the Metropolitan 
District of Kano in the recent 
times, to the stoppage of the 
funding.

At the moment, the morale 
of the military and security 
personnel involved in Counter-
Terrorist operations in the state 
is said to be very low, as a result 

of the stoppage of the funding by 
the governor.

In the same vein, the stoppage of 
the funding is specifically affecting 
the on-going military operations 
mounted by the Nigeria Army to 
combat some of the elements of 
the Boko-Haram Terrorist Group 
operating under the cover of being 
Cattle Rustlers inside the Falgore 
Forest in the state.

Presently, as a result of the 
low level of funding only a small 
detachment of the Nigerian 
military personnel are said to 
be operating in the Falgore For-
est, a situation that has made it 
almost impossible to combat the 
activities of the terrorists operat-
ing there.

A source, Joseph, an indi-
gene of  one of the Christian 
settlements known as ‘Mahutar 
Nata’ala’ in Tudun Wada Local 
Government Area of the state, 
disclosed that some elements of 
the Boko Haram terrorist group 
in Falgore Forest were paid a 
ransom sum of N2 million last 
Friday, in respect of a kidnapped 
member of their community.

The sum of N3 million was 
paid as ransom to the terrorist 
group operating in the Forest last 
two months by the leadership of 

the Kano Diocese of the Catholic 
Church, before a Reverend Fa-
ther kidnapped by the terrorists 
was released.        

Prevailing situation in Kano 
also shows that some elements of 
the insurgents fleeing from the 
theater of military operations in 
the North East states of Borno, 
and Yobe, have continued to 
take cover in the state.

The fleeing terrorists are 

believed to be taking advantage 
of the disorganised nature of 
the vast residential settlements 
within and outside the Kano 
metropolis to hide in the state.

An undercover local security 
operative, working for a tradi-
tional security outfit known as 
‘Kato De Gora’, assisting the 
Nigerian security agencies, in 
counter-terrorist operations, 
confirmed the information.
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Nigerian presidents in wasteful foreign...

F
or a very long time you 
have been very silent, 
are you not concerned 
about what is hap-
pening in the country. 

Which political party are you 
with now?

 Well, we are still watching 
events as they are unfolding. 
You don’t just begin to open your 
mouth because other people are 
talking. You first of all look at 
what is happening so that when 
you open your mouth to talk, you 
talk with facts. But as it is right 
now, we do not know which 
political party is of the future and 
which is of the past?

 
How do you mean, Sir?
I should be asking you. Both 

parties are in crisis. Are you not 
following what is happening in the 
parties? Can we say today that the 
APC is free from crisis or the PDP? 
Is the PDP not having problem? It 
is not stable and has not been stable 
since after the presidential election. 
So, unless they put their house in 
order, moving forward will be dif-
ficult. Again, can you also say that 
the APC is intact?

But it is the ruling party?
Yes, it is, but Tinubu comes 

from Lagos, and Oyegun comes 
from Edo, how can he ask Oyegun 
to resign? Oyegun was supplied 
to the APC by the ANPP, while 
Tinubu comes from the ACN. So, 
how can he single-handedly issue 

an ultimatum to Oyegun to resign 
without recourse to the rules? 
That’s an indication that all is not 
well with the ruling party itself.

 
What do you think these 

crises portend or do you foresee 
any alignment and realignment 
of forces very soon?

APC, PDP need overhauling to remain 
relevant to Nigerians – Birma
Dauda Birmah, a former presidential aspirant of the All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP) and 
one time Education minister, in this interview said the crises rocking the two major parties 
in the country have made it difficult to know which of them is party of the present or of the 
future. He also urged government to intensify surveillance and efforts toward the possible 
release of remaining Chibok girls.

Birmah

What is going to happen in 
the future will make people 
decide where they would want 
to belong. They should quickly 
come to their senses and resolve 
their differences. They will either 
resolve the crisis in their own 
interest or they form new parties.

But it appears that many 

Nigerians are not happy with 
the government of the day over 
what is going on in the country 
at the moment?

We Nigerians are hypocriti-
cal. Everybody’s eye is on the 
government at the centre; why 
are people not focusing on their 
state governments? All the steal-
ing going on at the state level is 
it better at the state level. Don’t 
you know how these governors 
live? Nobody would be talking 
about recession today if things 
were done properly, even at the 
state level. But everybody wants 
to get resources from the centre; 
everybody is looking to Abuja 
without looking within him/
herself. People are busy talking 
about restructuring, left to me, 
we should not be talking about 
restructuring, but I think they 
should be talking about devolu-
tion of power from the centre to 
the state. That is the restructuring 
that will help us in this country.

 
About 21 of the abducted 

Chibok girls were said to have 
been rescued last Thursday; how 
do you feel about that?

 When these girls were kid-
napped, some people told us there 
was nothing like that; even the 
government at that time said it 
was not true, it did not happen. 
How can the people who were 
not kidnapped return? Terror-
ists are difficult people to deal 
with. They are very deadly and 

to deal with them, a lot of cal-
culations must go into it.  Some 
of the girls must have returned 
with pregnancies and babies; 
you know they were shared out 
among the terrorists, who were 
sleeping with them and all that. 
They were rescued when they 
were being transferred from one 
place to the other. Chances are 
that most of the girls had been 
transferred from one location to 
the other. Now, what this rescue 
means is that the international 
community would see the reality 
of the abduction and the need to 
intensify effort to get all the girls 
back to reunite with their fami-
lies. I congratulate the Federal 
Government for stumbling on 
the girls. It was not actually that 
government mounted pressure 
that led to the rescue, but they 
intercepted the girls as they were 
being transferred. Who knows 
where others are now? Govern-
ment must therefore, increase its 
efforts at surveillance; intensify 
the pounding and combing of 
the Sambisa Forest which led to 
the rescue of the girls. It appears, 
the pressure is on the abductors. 
There must be proper rehabilita-
tion and de-radicalisation pro-
grammes for the girls. I am sure 
by now a lot of debriefing is going 
on. This is important because 
we have seen situations where 
young girls were used as terror-
ists, to carry bombs and killing 
people.

State had at one point projected 
that each of Buhari’s trips abroad 
cost taxpayers about $1 million. 
However, recent reports by a 
national newspaper put the 
average cost of one Buhari’s 
foreign trip at between $350,000 
and $500,000 just for personnel 
costs from Aso Rock Villa, aides, 
protocol officers, members of 
the press, security personnel, 
a cook, a luggage officer and a 
steward. This is excluding the 
president’s allowance per night, 
which is handled separately and 
secretly; the cost of fuelling the 
presidential planes and allow-
ances for the Presidential Air 
Fleet commander, pilots and 
air stewards, which is funded 
by the Office of the National 
Security Adviser; and the travel 
costs of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and five members of his 

entourage who usually accom-
pany the president funded from 
the ministry’s budget.

From February 2010 when he 
became acting president to De-
cember 2010, former President 
Jonathan was said to have spent 
N970.891 million on foreign 
travels. The former president 
also spent about N1.7 billion 
on foreign trips in 2011, while 
the sum of N1.145 billion was 
budgeted for the vice-president’s 
foreign trips in the 2011 budget. 
In 2013, N2.6 billion was bud-
geted for President Jonathan’s 
foreign trips.

During his visit to New York 
for the 67th Session of United 
Nations General Assembly in 
2012, President Jonathan was re-
portedly quartered at the Pierre 
Hotel in a suite that was said 
to have cost $10,000 per night. 
Indeed, so ostentatious was the 
Nigerian delegation’s wasteful-

ness during the trip, according 
to reports, that it attracted the 
attention of the international 
media.

Nigeria’s salvation lies with-
in

A cost-benefit analysis of 
Nigerian presidents’ foreign 
trips since 1999 shows that the 
country has lost more than it has 
gained from these trips. Apart 
from the debt relief secured by 
the Obasanjo administration for 
the country in 2005, no much 
benefit could be said to have 
been derived from these nu-
merous foreign trips that have 
gulped billions of taxpayers’ 
money over the years.

Even the gains of the debt 
relief are suspect. In a 2010 essay 
“Debt Forgiveness and its Im-
pact on the Growth of Nigerian 
Economy: An Empirical Study”, 
A. S. Bakare argues that “Despite 
the debt forgiveness to the tune 

of $18 billion received by Nige-
ria from Paris club since year 
2005 including the subsequent 
payment of $12 billion to upset 
the remaining debt, there is no 
evidence of accelerating pace of 
growth and development of the 
country.”

In terms of foreign invest-
ments, economic analysts say 
junketing around the world does 
not attract foreign investors. 
What attracts foreign investors 
is a friendly operating environ-
ment anchored on stable do-
mestic policies, strong legal and 
regulatory framework and guar-
anteed return on investment.

In the end, Nigeria’s (and indeed 
any country’s) socio-economic 
salvation must start from within. 
The West’s interest in Nigeria (or 
any other country for that matter) 
cannot but be selfish. Only Nigeri-
ans can develop Nigeria.

As Ekwe-Ekwe aptly puts 

it, “Nigeria’s regimes appear to 
have ignored the salient feature 
of the development ethos, any 
development ethos, that the 
engine of such an enterprise 
is anchored internally – right 
there at the very locale of the 
projected activity.”

As for Buhari, Niran Adeju-
won, an ex-banker and farmer, 
was quoted as saying that the 
president believes the solutions 
to the country’s economic woes 
lie outside the shores of Nigeria.

“His objective is to try and 
garner as much help as possible 
from foreign associates. Unfor-
tunately, he is making the same 
mistakes he made in the early 
eighties because the foreign trips 
may not bring the benefits he 
hopes to get. The huge spend-
ing on the president’s foreign 
trips would deplete the reserves 
further without any commen-
surate benefit,” he said.

Continued from page 25



A quiet week from 
the other room, 
others

I
f you ask me about the 
past week, my take-
away would be that it 
was mixed. And cer-

tainly quieter than others 
in recent time because there 
weren’t that many visitors 
to the corridors of power 
as usual.

One question kept hang-
ing in the air though: “Is 
Baba doing ok?“ Is he sick? 
“He is not” was the answer 
a close Aso Rock staffer told 
me when

I inquired. “But why do 
you ask?” he said in return. 
The Villa has been dry and 
the President has been clos-
ing early from office too.

Perhaps he was or may-
be distracted by the storm 
whirling in ‘the other room’. 
It is not entirely impossible 
or what do you think? I am 
not a man and cannot begin 
to imagine how their egos 
get bruised. But I know what 
may have been topmost on 
his mind is the effect of his 
response which seems to 
have rang more bells than 
his wife’s outburst.

You see, Nigerians quick-
ly came up with all sorts of 
memes on the other room. 
Trust naija. Songs, pictures 
and write-ups all spoke to 
the other room.

Whatever the reason, Mr 
President was quiet. I felt 
like he needed more time to 
reflect on the event of the 
penultimate week. He may 
also be coming to terms with 
some of the concerns his 
wife Aisha Buhari raised in 
her interview. It felt a little 
gloomy especially after Mrs.

Buhari took off to Brus-
sels where she spoke on the 
role of the women in global 
security. Thankfully there 
were no fires to put out from 
her speech in Brussels.

For now the other room 
may just be quiet.

So the topic of the other 
room trended at the Federal 
Executive Council meet-
ing with cabinet members 
throwing barbs and having 
a good laugh. Apparently, 
they saw the humour in 
their boss’ ill-timed and 
sour tasting joke. No fear? 
Excuse them, who won’t 
laugh at any joke about the 
other room?

Ministers stood in clus-
ters discussing as usual 
and they would turn to ask 
the next person, “hope you 
didn’t sleep in the other 
room?” Then they all burst 
out laughing.

Separately, the Secretary 
to the Government of the 
Federation Babachir David 
Lawal aka “BD” as Minister 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

KELECHI EWUZIE
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the English version right. 
Rebecca struggled through 
her speech, basically trying 
to express gratitude for their 
release.

“We say good afternoon. 
We are the students of GSSS 
Chibok Borno state. We are 
happy for see this wonder-
ful day because we didn’t 
know that we shall come 
back to become members of 
Nigeria but the grace of the 
Lord shown us now, we are 
together. Let us thank God 
for his love.

After that, let us pray for 
the rest of the girls in Sam-
bisa now. Let God help us to 
be together in the name of 
the Lord. Amen. After that, 
we don’t have anything to 
say again, only thank you. I 
am by name, Rebeca Malu. 
God bless you all” .

 While my eyes teared 
up, I wondered what they 
had gone through in the 
hands of their captors and 
this new inconsequential 
part of probably not even 
speaking English for over 
two years. Now they have 
to learn even that all over 
again. Well, that is a small 
price to pay. I am happy 
that despite what they went 
through they are still inter-
ested in education.

A mild drama ensued 
when it was time for the 
President to speak. He

was so far from the mi-
crophone on the table, he 
couldn’t be heard. The hall 
was full of murmurs as we 
couldn’t really make out 
what he was saying. The 
President’s spokesman of-
fered an extra microphone 
to the Aid-De-Camp to pass 
on to his boss so he could be 
more audible. But Mr ADC 
turned it down, making a 
`no’ gesture. We were all 
piqued. Why will you refuse 
a mic when the people you 
are addressing can’t hear 
you?

Just when the President 
was about through with 
his speech, the ADC finally 
asked for the mic and held 
it up for the President. You 
could hear the entire hall 
go ``finally! Thank God.” But 
I wonder, was he scared of 
stressing his boss by giving 
him something as light as a 
mic to hold or he thought he 
knew better sound than the 
sound men? I wonder.

of Information and Culture 
Lai Mohammed, prefers to 
call him, showed off a ball 
point pen he claimed to cost 
about 1 million naira. I can-
not say what ensued before 
he brought out the pen from 
his agbada, showing it off to 
his colleagues sitting close 
to him. Our (journalists) 
antenna went up when we 
heard the figure mentioned. 
A million naira pen in this 
recession? Excuse me for 
raising an eyebrow, I was 
only imagining what that 
kind of pen would be used 
for.

 BD still reigns as the 
council’s senior prefect and 
has some nice bullying skills 
that force all ministers to 
obey him. Great.

 Shortly before the meet-
ing started ministers contin-
ued exchanging banters as 
usual while BD was trying 
restore calm and get their 
attention. When “please sit 
down” did not suffice, BD 
resorted to name calling. 
Some rather inventive nice 
nicknames like “tallest man 
in the cabinet” which actu-
ally refers to the shortest. 
Then he called out another 
minister on what seemed 
like a reprimanding note 
and the minister stood up 
from his seat and remained 
in a standing position as

he answered BD. My col-
leagues and I  couldn’t help 
but laugh out loud.

In the last cabinet, the 
class monitor had been 
Communications Minister 
Omobolaji Johnson and 
maybe because she was a 
lady she displayed more 
respect for her colleagues. 
What can I say? Whatever 
works for the council mem-
bers right?

On to other matters, the 
21 released Chibok school-
girls where in the Villa on 
Wednesday to be formally 
presented to the President. 
They had earlier been re-
ceived by Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo penultimate 
week when Mr President 
was away in Germany dis-
cussing the other room.

It was a straight cere-
mony. Speeches were made 
and the most moving wast-
hat of one of the released 
girls, Rebecca Malum. Her 
speech was both interest-
ing and moving. It painted 
a picture of both where 
they were coming from 
and where they had been. 
Before she spoke, the girls 
all rose to sing a song of 
thanksgiving which they 
sang in Hausa language 
but couldn’t manage to get 
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Professionalism on display as Maltina 
crowns 2016 Teacher of the Year

T
he long-held no-
tion that teach-
ers’ reward was 
in heaven no long 
holds sway as Ni-

geria Breweries, through its 
flagship malt brand Maltina, 
recently rewarded the love 
for the world’s greatest pro-
fession.

Imoh Essien, a teacher 
from Special Education 
Centre for Exceptional Chil-
dren, Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, 
emerged the 2016 Maltina 
Teacher of the Year at the 
grand finale in Lagos.

For the feat, Essien was 
rewarded with N1 million 
in addition to N500,000 he 
received as state champion 
from Akwa Ibom. He will 
also get N1 million every 
year for five years, a training 
programme abroad and a 
block of six classrooms built 
at his school.

Essien, a teacher of Com-
puter, Basic Sciences and 
Physical Education, revealed 
that he draws his inspiration 
for teaching from his fun-
loving personality through 
which he is able to help chil-
dren with special needs. He 

added that a strong emotional 
and mental stability is vital 
to positively impact children 
with special needs, a job he 
has done for 12 years.

Nicolaas Vervelde, man-
aging director, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc, explained that 
Nigerian Breweries operates 
with a philosophy of “Win-
ning with Nigeria” and has 
championed causes that add 
value to the society since its 
inception in 1946.

“In 1994, we raised the 
profile of our support of the 
education sector when we 
established the Nigerian 
Breweries-Felix Ohiwerei 
Education Trust Fund to en-
able us contribute to the de-
velopment of the sector,” he 
said.

“Everywhere in the world, 
teachers play a vital role in 
sustainable national develop-
ment by training, coaching 
and modelling which is criti-
cal to determining the quality 
of education.”

Vervelde informed that 
the company recently hand-
ed over a twin three-bedroom 
staff residence to Federal 
Government Girls’ College, 
Onitsha, in honour of last 
year’s winner, Roseline Obi.

He thanked the stakehold-
ers in the education sector for 
their support, especially the 
Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion, the Ministries of Educa-
tion in all the states across 
the country, the Nigerian 
Union of Teachers, the All 
Nigeria Conference of Prin-
cipals of Secondary Schools 
(ANCOPSS), the Teachers Reg-
istration Council of Nigeria, 
amongst several others.

Anthony Anwukah, 
Minister of State for Educa-
tion, commended the initia-
tive and described it as laud-
able. He advised teachers to 
invest in themselves to raise 
their standard, adding that 
the ministry looks forward 
to signing the Memoran-
dum of Understanding with 
Nigerian Breweries on the 
Maltina Teacher of the Year 
initiative.

Oluranti Adebule, deputy 
governor of Lagos State, who 
was represented by Ajoke 
Gbeleyi, director of Private 
and Special Education, Lagos 
State Ministry of Education, 
described teachers as the 
most critical asset of the na-
tion and thanked Nigerian 
Breweries for the initiative 
she described as a big boost 
to teachers and the teaching 
profession.

Pat Utomi, the chairman of 
the jury, revealed that the job 
of selecting the winners was 
challenging but enormously 
important because of the role 
teachers play in moulding 
children.

The Maltina Teacher of 
the Year, established to recog-
nise, reward and celebrate ex-
ceptional teachers in Nigeria, 
is an initiative on the platform 
of the Nigerian Breweries-
Felix Ohiwerei Education 
Trust Fund.

 L – R:  Nikhil Rathi, chief executive officer, London Stock Exchange (LSE); Chinelo Anohu-Amazu, director general,  
National Pension Commission (PENCOM); Greg Hands, UK minister for International Trade; Kemi Adeosun, minister 
of Finance; Oscar N. Onyema, chief executive officer, Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE); Haruna Jalo-Waziri, executive 
director, Capital Markets Division, NSE at the Opening Bell Ceremony of the London Stock Exchange to kick off the 
3rd  London and Lagos Capital Markets in Partnership Conference organised by the Nigerian Stock Exchange and 
London Stock Exchange in  London.
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L-R Nicolaas Vervelde, Managing Director, Nigerian Breweries Plc; Anthony 
Anwukah, Minister of State for Education; Imoh Essien, 2016 Maltina 
Teacher of the Year, and Pat Utomi, Chairman, Panel of Judges, Maltina 
Teacher of the year at the grand finale in Lagos



I
n advanced economies 
of the world, the mort-
gage industry makes 
significant contribu-

tion to economic develop-
ment, but in Nigeria, this 
is not the case because 
mortgage finance as a per-
centage of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) till date is as 
low as 0.5 percent which 
is several steps behind 
other economies includ-
ing Mexico, Malaysia and 
South Africa where mort-
gage contributions to GDP 
are as high as 10 percent, 
25 percent and 29 percent, 
respectively.

However, notwithstand-
ing the industry’s low con-
tribution to GDP, coupled 
with the economic chal-
lenges arising from low oil 
revenue and hyper infla-
tion, industry operators are 
saying that mortgage has 
all the potential to stimu-
late the economy when all 
the obstacles inhibiting its 
growth are removed.

The relative newness 
of the mortgage industry, 
lack of understanding of its 
dynamics and operational 
models by many Nigerians, 
and poor appreciation of the 
need and the ultimate ben-

It is curious that after 
the recapitalisation and 
consolidation of the PMBs, 
Nigerians are yet to feel 
the impact in the economy. 
As at today, the interest 
rate as it is cannot mobil-
ise the industry and the 
situation is such that even 
at 10 percent, the level of 
income in the country can-
not still support mortgage 
growth.

At a time in this coun-
try when the economy 
and the financial system 
were highly regulated, 
there was different in-
terest rates structure for 
different sectors of the 
economy and within that 
period, lending to the 
housing sector was as low 
as seven to eight percent 
which underscored the 
importance attached to the 
sector and the government 
needs to look into this.

efits of keeping money in a 
mortgage bank are some of 
the militating factors.

But an economy like 
Nigeria’s can benefit a lot 
from a flourishing mortgage 
industry as it will help in 
directing the economy in 
the desired direction. As 
part of efforts at stimulating 
the economy, government 
can make the necessary 
investment aimed at grow-
ing the industry. Enabling 
policies should also be put 
in place, leading to reducing 
high interest rate in order 
to encourage more people 
to embrace mortgage loans.

On account of the identi-
fied obstacles, many prima-
ry mortgage banks (PMBs) 
are going through very dif-
ficult times, such that some 
are not able to meet loan 
applications from home 
seekers.

“If government pays 
closer attention to the PMBs 
by removing some of the 
obstacles that they have 
such as the drawbacks of 
the Land Use Act of 1978 
which rests land ownership 
rights on the state gover-
nors, the right to easily 
foreclose on delinquent bor-
rowers, ease of creating a le-

gal mortgage and perfecting 
titles and the ease of falling 
back on one’s collateral to 
recover bad loan etc, the in-
dustry will surely improve 
tremendously”, a mortgage 
operator argues.

The operator, who does 
not want to be named, in-
sists that until all these is-
sues are resolved in a way 
that encourages the pro-
vider of capital, in this case, 
the mortgage bank, to give 
out loans, the sector will not 
grow as desired.

He hopes that when 
these obstacles are re-
moved, the supplier effect 
of mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards the 
provision of home loans 
while home buyers will bet-
ter appreciate the implica-
tion of prompt interest and 
capital repayments as well 
as ensure discipline on the 
part of the people.

Some finance experts ar-
gue that limiting a mortgage 
institution to a fixed capital 
base of, say N10 billion, is 
wrong because that amount 
is too meager; even N100 
billion is also meager given 
the kind of projects they are 
to finance.

For this reason, the fed-

eral government needs to 
come in, look at what is 
happening in other civilised 
world and copy because, 
these days, “copying is no 
longer an act of deception 
but actually something that 
is done even in the civilized 
world”, says Okika Ekwem, 
a US-based realtor.

In the advanced econ-
omies like US and UK, 
Ekwem informs that there 
is a secondary market for 
real estate financing where 
commercial banks or in-
dividual brokerage banks 
lend money to people and 
thereafter sell the securi-
tised certificate to the sec-
ondary market and come 
back again to lend to indi-
viduals.

Mortgage industry 
growth that can impact 
the economy, according to 
Meckson Innocent Okoro, 
is possible if the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) plays the role of a 
regulator while the federal 
government, through the 
CBN, should empower the 
PMBs.

To have a viable mort-
gage industry that can have 
significant impact on the 
economy, more PMBs have 

to be licensed such that 
there could be as many as 
40 in each of the big cities, 
while each of the smaller 
cities could get as many 
as 10.

This is to discourage 
the concentration of these 
banks in urban centres and 
when this is done, access 
to housing finance will be 
increased. The PMBs must 
be positioned to champion 
the whole issue of afford-
able or social housing for 
the low income earners in 
the country.

Mortgage finance as it 
is today, is not particularly 
established as a structure 
and as it exists in developed 
economies. The culture of 
mortgage finance is just 
gradually catching on with 
Nigerians and mortgage is 
financed the same way as 
every other commercial 
financing.
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M
assive wastage 
of public funds 
has been the 
hallmark of Ni-

gerian governments over 
the years. For this reason, 
as well as the unbridled 
looting of the treasury, 
the 16 years of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) at 
the Federal Government 
have often been described 
as the years of “locusts and 
caterpillars”.

To buttress this point, 
in 2010, Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi, the then governor 
of the Central Bank, told 
Nigerians that as much as 
25 percent of the country’s 
annual budget was spent 
on the National Assembly. 
While many may have 
doubted the accuracy of 
that figure, nobody was 
in doubt that the N150 
billion budget of the fed-
eral legislature in 2015 was 
enough to fund the capital 
budget of 20 government 
Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs) for 
that year.

The then emergent 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) bitterly criticised 

Still a wasteful 
government

the PDP administration 
of Goodluck Jonathan for 
running a bloated, waste-
ful government and prom-
ised to drastically cut the 
cost of governance in all 
ramifications. Indeed, the 
then APC presidential 
candidate, Muhammadu 
Buhari, made it a cardinal 
campaign point.

Buhari, while address-
ing the Nigerian communi-
ty in the United Kingdom 
on Saturday, February 21, 
2015, said: “One of the ma-
jor killers of our economy 
apart from corruption is 
waste. Our scarce resourc-
es are being plundered 
away very carelessly and 
unnecessarily wasted. Let 
me give an instance. Pres-
ently, there are more than 
6 aircraft in the presiden-
tial fleet. What do you call 
that? Billions of naira is 
budgeted every year for 
the maintenance of these 
aircraft, not to talk of op-
erational cost and other 
expenses. You may want 
to ask what a Nigerian 
president is doing with 
so many aircraft when 
a Prime Minister of Brit-
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ain flies around using the 
same public aircraft like an 
ordinary Briton.

“Go and check and com-
pare with that of any de-
veloped country in the 
world, the office of the 
Nigerian president is a 
very expensive one in spite 
our high level of poverty, 
lack and joblessness. De-
spite all these, you still 
find a Nigerian minister 
spending about N10 bil-
lion to charter an aircraft 
for just one year. Now, for 
me, when we come into 
office, all these wastes 
will be blocked and prop-
erly channelled into our 
economy. We intend, for 
instance, to bring back our 
national carrier, the Nige-
rian Airways. We shall 
do this by bringing all the 
aircraft in the presidential 
fleet into the Nigerian Air-
ways and within a year in-
crease the fleet to about 20.

“What is the difference 
between me and those 
who elected us to repre-
sent them? Absolutely 
nothing.  Why should 
Nigerian president not 
fly with other Nigerian 

public? Why do I need to 
embark on a foreign trip 
as a president with a huge 
crowd with public funds? 
Why do I need to go for 
foreign medical trip if we 
cannot make our hospital 
functional?”

Over one and a half 
years after coming to pow-
er, evidence shows that 
these wastages are still 
ongoing. The number of 
aircraft on the Presidential 
Air Fleet has remained 
at 10, and according to 
reports, it cost the Buhari 
government over N5 bil-
lion of taxpayers’ money 
to maintain the fleet over 
a period of 15 months. 
That is enough money to 
provide 1,000 units of two-
bedroom flats for homeless 
Nigerians at the rate of N5 
million per unit and gradu-
ally bridge the estimated 
17 million housing deficit. 
Only recently, the news 
broke of a presidential 
directive to sell two of the 
presidential jets, a Falcon 
7x and a Hawker 4000, 
with a presidential spokes-
person saying some more 
aircraft in the fleet would 
soon be handed over to the 
Nigerian Air Force for its 
operations. But even this 
is yet to materialise.

Besides this, President 
Buhari made a total of 30 
foreign trips within one 
year in office, each re-
portedly gulping between 
$350,000 and $500,000 
just for personnel costs 
from Aso Rock Villa, aides, 
protocol officers, mem-
bers of the press, security 
personnel, a cook, a lug-
gage officer and a steward. 
This is excluding the presi-
dent’s allowance per night, 
which is handled separate-
ly and secretly; the cost of 
fuelling the presidential 
planes and allowances 
for the Presidential Air 

Fleet commander, pilots 
and air stewards, which is 
funded by the Office of the 
National Security Adviser; 
and the travel costs of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and five members of his 
entourage who usually 
accompany the president 
funded from the ministry’s 
budget.

In the 2016 Budget, a 
whopping N115 billion, 
representing about 2 per-
cent of the total federal 
budget of N6.06 trillion for 
the year, was allocated to 
the 469-member National 
Assembly. Although this 
is a reduction from the 
N150 billion the National 
Assembly got in 2015, the 
amount is enough to pay 
over 6.3 million Nigerians 
the national minimum 
wage of N18,000.

At the state level, hu-
mongous wastage is also 
ongoing, whether by the 
APC or PDP governors. Of 
course, it’s evident that 
APC governors are in the 
majority.

In an October 1 speech 
at The Platform 2016, a 
programme organised by 
Covenant Christian Centre 
in Lagos to mark Nigeria’s 
56th Anniversary, Peter 
Obi, immediate past gov-
ernor of Anambra State, 
spotlighted the immoral 
wastage of taxpayers’ 
money that goes on in the 
states, insisting that over 
N1 trillion could be saved if 
only state governors could 
cut down on wastages.

Governor Adams Os-
hiomhole of Edo State, a 
very loud voice in the APC 
camp, reportedly has 205 
senior special assistants, 
50 special assistants, 14 
special advisers and 111 ex-
ecutive directors, totalling 
380, in addition to sundry 
appointments that are not 
public knowledge. Besides 

numerous other unnamed 
emoluments, each of these 
political appointees – who, 
by the way, are mostly 
unproductive – receives 
an average annual basic 
salary of N1.3 million, mak-
ing a total of N494 million.

The state governments 
also waste huge amounts 
of taxpayers’ money to 
fund the lavish lifestyles 
of former governors. For 
instance, in the twilight 
of his eight-year tenure as 
governor of oil-rich Akwa 
Ibom State, Godswill Ak-
pabio in 2014 signed a law 
that provides N200 million 
as annual disbursement to 
former governors, a pen-
sion for life at a rate equiv-
alent to the salary of the 
incumbent governor, free 
medical services for each 
ex-governor and spouse at 
an amount not exceeding 
N100 million per annum, 
a new official car and a 
utility vehicle every four 
years, one personal aide, 
a cook, chauffeurs and se-
curity guards at a sum not 
exceeding N5 million per 
month and N2.5 million.

Similarly in 2007, the 
then Lagos State Governor 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, now 
the leader of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), also 
signed a pension law that 
grants former governors 
of the state some benefits 
for life for that include two 
houses (one in Lagos and 
another in Abuja), six brand 
new cars replaceable every 
three years, furniture allow-
ance of 300 percent of an-
nual salary to be paid every 
two years, and a reported 
N2.5 million as monthly 
pension pay.

These pension laws are 
still in operation, even in 
the thick of an economic 
recession, as there’s as yet 
no report that they’ve been 
scrapped.

Viable mortgage industry and economy Talking Mortgage
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A
s a teenager, one of the 
passions that I indulged in 
was reading. Those were 
the days of James Hadley 
Chase, Mills and Boons, 

Pacesetters, African Writers’ series 
among others. An integral part of my 
passionate reading inclination then 
was Nigerian newspapers. How much 
I loved (I still do) reading newspapers. 
It was in the days of the Daily Times, 
Daily Sketch and the Lagos Weekend 
of this world. Along the line came 
other exciting national dailies such 
as the National Concord, This Day, 
The Guardian and whole lots of 
equally stimulating others. Naturally, 
in the course of reading Nigerian 
Dailies, one came across several 
writers/columnists whose writing 
styles are so tantalizingly adorable 
and irresistible.  Among such are 
Pini Jason, Duro Onabule, Yakubu 
Mohammed, Mohammed Haruna, 
Ray Ekpu, Dan Agbese among others.

Of the lots, Dele Giwa was, without 
doubt, in a class of his own. Dele 
Giwa brought something entirely 
refreshing to journalism in the 
country. He brought an unusual air 
of intellectuality and enthusiasm to 
journalism. His write ups were sharp, 

Who killed Dele Giwa?
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factual and exhilarating. Giwa wrote in 
audacious fashion. Back then, one was 
quite young and fairly rebellious. Before 
long, I became totally enchanted by 
Dele Giwa’s style of writings. He was the 
Apostle while was a disciple.

It wasn’t Giwa’s writings alone 
that captivated me. His style did too. 
Giwa was a power dresser; handsome 
and clean. He was very sociable. So, 
Giwa was not just about intellectuality 
and fine prose, he loved life and was 
enjoying it to the fullest. In those days, 
journalists were traditionally regarded 
as conservatives when it comes to 
socializing and living the good life. But 
Giwa changed that perception and it 
was for real. He rode a Mercedes Benz 
200 ‘V booth’, then famously regarded as 
the king of the wheels. He lived in a high 
brow area usually reserved for society’s 
big movers. To Giwa, he was a ‘big boy’ 
in his own right. A different kind of ‘big 
boy’ though.

 His power did not lie in a political 
office he was holding. His power 
stemmed from the tip of his pen. It was 
a kind of power that the movers and 
shakers of the society could not but 
reckon with. Soon powerful men that 
hold the key to power and the corridor 
of power began to court Giwa. Giwa 
was no longer your usual writer. He had 
become the conscience of the nation as 
well as a powerful media entrepreneur. 
With his departure from the defunct 
National Concord and the setting 
up of the trail blazing Newswatch 
(defunct?) magazine with three of 
his other colleagues, Giwa brought a 
brand new dimension into investigative 

journalism in the country. Every week, 
readers looked forward to being served 
the scrumptious journalistic menu 
from the stable of Giwa and his media 
co-travelers. It was such an exciting 
moment in the annals of the country’s 
journalism. It was one of the finest 
moments of print journalism in the 
country.    

It is important to stress, at this point, 
that Giwa and his colleagues operated 
at a period in our national history 
when military juntas wield political 
power. It was a dark era in the history 
of our dear nation. It was a period when 
all manners of draconian laws were 
promulgated to muzzle journalists. 
And with the brand of investigative 
and daring journalism that Giwa and 
his colleagues were practicing, there 
was no way they won’t run into trouble 
with the ruling military junta. But then, 
no one would have thought that things 
would actually turn out the way it did.

When it eventually happened, it was 
in a devastating manner. One fateful 
Sunday morning, on October 19th, 1986, 
the most unlikely day to execute evil, in 
the company of a colleague, Kayode 
Soyinka, a parcel that allegedly had 
the seal of the Presidency was brought 
to Giwa who reportedly cuddled it 
with a smile as he beckoned on his 
gateman who innocently delivered the 
deadly message to leave. Thereafter, 
he placed the lethal object on his lap 
while trying to unwrap its content. 
What followed was a deafening noise 
that not only blew up Giwa, perhaps 
Nigeria’s brightest gift to journalism, 
but disrupted the peace of the entire 

neighbourhood and indeed the nation 
for a long while.

 With the last breathe in him, Giwa 
allegedly muttered the words: “They 
have gotten me”. His dastardly murder 
was followed by a fierce legal battle 
between late fiery human rights lawyer, 
Chief Gani Fawehinmi (SAN) and the 
then Federal Military Government. 
Though, as usual, Chief Fawehinmi 
fought a gallant legal battle, justice 
was, nevertheless, not secured in 
favour of the departed Giwa. His life 
was abruptly and sadly cut short at the 
unripe age of 39. Aisha, his then one 
year old daughter was thus denied the 
privilege of a fatherly love and attention. 
His young wife, Funmi, was thrown into 
accidental widowhood. Being the bread 
winner of his immediate family, one can 
only imagine the depth of the loss his 
sudden demise on the family.

Like most high profile murder 
cases in the country, exactly thirty 
years after Giwa was brutally slain, his 
murder case remains unsolved. As a 
nation, we have had to grapple with 
so many unresolved murder cases. So 
many of our compatriots have been 
gruesomely assassinated, with their 
supposed killers moving freely in the 
society. The list is endless but top in 
mind are Chief Bola Ige, Engr. Funsho 
Williams, Alhaja Suliat Adedeji, Chief 
(Mrs.) Bisoye Tejuosho, Bagauda Kaltho 
to mention but a few.  Since the Buhari 
led federal government came on board 
on the mantra of change, it would not 
amount to asking for too much if some 
of these unresolved murder cases are 
re-opened.
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O
ctober 24, 2016, should 
be a unique day in the 
history of polio. If all 
goes according to plan, 
it will be the last annual 

World Polio Day before the disease is 
eradicated. But now is not the time 
for celebration or complacency; 
while we know how to eliminate 
polio, we have not yet finished the 
job.

Consider this: in August 2014, 
the World Health Organization 
declared the Ebola crisis in West 
Africa a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern (PHEIC); 

Why can’t we end polio?

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
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it lifted that status in March 2016. 
In May 2014, the WHO declared 
the international spread of wild 
poliovirus a PHEIC as well; yet that 
status is still active today, leaving one 
to wonder if world leaders are paying 
sufficient attention.

They should be. The continuing 
polio PHEIC is  endangering 
the success of the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI), into 
which the world has invested $15 
billion since it was launched in 
1988; and it threatens global health 
generally.

For starters, the GPEI effort to 
interrupt poliovirus transmission 
could miss its latest target date; 
unfortunately, it would not be the 
first time. By the original 2000 target 
date, the incidence of polio had 
been reduced by more than 99%, 
from an estimated 350,000 cases 
in 1988. Since then, however, a 
long, stubborn “tail” of infection 
has persisted, mainly in remote, 
poor regions and conflict zones. 
The effort to tackle these lingering 
cases is laborious, and it remains 
incomplete, despite PHEIC status.

To be sure, there have been some 
successes, such as in India, which 
was certified polio-free in 2014, 
and in Nigeria, which interrupted 
transmission the same year. But 
there have also been setbacks: in 
2016, Nigeria suddenly had two new 
casesamong children from an area 
that had just been liberated from the 

rapid response. These assets have 
proved their worth in combating 
other diseases: Nigeria was able to 
stop Ebola’s spread during the West 
Africa outbreak owing to its efficient 
polio-tracking system.

The reality, however, is that 
countries will be able to absorb 
GPEI assets into their health systems 
only if they are supported financially, 
logistically, and politically. A major 
effort will be required to transfer 
materials to where they are needed, 
and to coordinate surveillance and 
laboratory operations. Doing so 
would not only boost global-health 
security and resilience for the next 
outbreak; it would also help us 
reach the United Nation Sustainable 
Development Goal for universal 
health-care coverage.

More broadly, lessons from the 
GPEI and other eradication efforts 
must not go unlearned. In 1980, 
smallpox became the first disease in 
people to be successfully eradicated, 
and there were prior unsuccessful 
campaigns against hookworm, yaws, 
yellow fever, and malaria. But many 
lessons that were already known by 
the 1980s went unheeded for too 
long – such as the importance of 
tackling remote infection reservoirs 
and maintaining high immunization 
levels everywhere so that health 
systems aren’t overwhelmed.

A complex array of political 
pressures, motives, and aspirations 
determines which lessons we take 

from history, and which new global-
health targets we set for ourselves. 
World Polio Day is thus an occasion 
to urge politicians to renew their 
commitments to polio eradication, 
and to apply lessons from the GPEI 
to improve health everywhere.

In the fight against polio, the 
world is largely relying on the 
generosity of the United States, 
Rotary International, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, and 
European countr ies  such as 
Germany, Norway, and the United 
Kingdom (with additional political 
support from others such as 
Monaco). Other European countries 
and the European Commission itself 
should do more to contribute to the 
eradication effort.

MORE
While G7 member states renewed 

their commitment to eliminating 
polio at a summit in Japan earlier 
this year, a subsequent G20 summit 
in Hangzhou, China, where two-
thirds of the world’s population was 
represented, made no reference 
to it; nor did the G77 group of 134 
developing countries at its last 
meeting.

That is not good enough. After 
years of effort, it is now clear that 
only a strong, consistent, worldwide 
commitment to full eradication can 
end the polio emergency.

(C): Project Syndicate – Visionary 
Voices
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militant group Boko Haram.
The two other polio-endemic 

countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
missed their 2015 eradication target 
and have had to extend it by another 
year, at a cost of $1.5 billion. The root 
causes of both countries’ missed 
deadlines will require delicate, 
skilled political handling to resolve. 
They include internal conflicts that 
make children inaccessible to public-
health professionals, opposition by 
some religious leaders, and public 
mistrust of national governments 
and international initiatives.

Eradicating polio is expensive, 
but it would cost tens of billions of 
dollars more to fight the disease 
in perpetuity. Politicians and 
policymakers should be reminded 
that a polio-free world would be a 
global public good, that eradication 
is by far the best bargain, and that 
sustained financing and political 
support is necessary to ensure the 
GPEI’s success.

But it is also important to ensure 
that valuable assets and practices 
built up by the GPEI over time 
are not squandered once polio is 
gone. These include cold chains 
to preser ve vaccines during 
transport from factories to patients; 
established “immunization days” 
and negotiated “days of tranquility” 
in conflict zones, when vaccinations 
can be administered; trained health-
care workers; and systems for 
surveillance, laboratory analysis, and 
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A majority of Nigerians have 
and use smartphones on 
the daily, but how many 

of them actually maximize its 
functions? Aside from voice calls, 
social networking, telling the time, 
listening to music and maybe using 
the device as a flashlight, there are 
so many other creative ways the 
smartphone can be used beyond 
their standard features to make 
life easier. Jumia Travel, Africa’s 
No.1 hotel booking portal shares 
5 awesome things Nigerians do 
not know they can do with their 
smartphones.

Tune a guitar
Yes! You can actually use your 

smartphone to tune your guitar 
and as such, you do not need to 
struggle with an out-of-tune guitar 
ever again. All you need to do is 
download and install the Strings 
Free app, launch gStrings, then 
press the Menu key and select 

Six awesome things Nigerians do not 
know they can do with their smart phones
Settings. Next, Select the “Optimize 
For” drop-down list, Select “Guitar” 
then go back to the main tuning 
screen. Finally, press the “Tune 
Auto” button to have the tuner 
automatically identify the notes. 
If your phone’s mic is having 
problems picking up sound from 
the guitar, go back to Settings and 
set the microphone sensitivity. 
This function is usually possible 
with mostly android smartphones 
though.

Control a TV
This may sound incredible, 

especially if your phone and your 
TV are not the same brand, but 
in reality, it can be done. Almost 
every smartphone is released with 
an infrared port that allows you 
to ditch your standard TV remote 
and instead use your device to 
control your TV. You however need 
to download an app from google 
play (if your smartphone is also 
android) which will help you set 
it all up. Once it is set up, you are 
able to carry out all the normal tasks 
you’d expect from a TV remote, but 
by using your smartphone.You can 
try download Peel Smart Remote on 
Android & iOS.

also a great solution for people 
who use their computers as their 
entertainment hub.

A  mic
When it comes to communicating 

with people over the internet, 
making audio recordings,  or 
using speech recognition, a good 
microphone is needed. Although, 
h e a d p h o n e s  u s u a l l y  c o m e 
with a mic or there is a built-in 
microphone in the computer, there 
are times when the audio quality is 
not good or the microphone stops 
working while you are in a middle 
of a conversation. In case of such 
an incident, your smartphone right 
beside you can come in very handy. 
There are many Apps available for 
this purpose, but the one that is easy 
to set up is ‘WO Mic’ by Wireless 
Orange. All you have to do is to 
download that free App on your 
smartphone and WO Mic Client 
program and WO Mic device driver 
on your PC. You can then use your 
smartphone as a mic using WiFi or 
Bluetooth or USB.

Games console
If  you love to play games, 

especially video games, you will 

be delighted to know that there 
are  some tremendously powerful 
smartphones around, which can 
give you a great gaming experience. 
The MHL (Mobile High-Definition 
Link) offers a way to connect phones 
and other portable electronics to 
HD televisions and monitors, using 
an MHL cable linked between the 
micro USB port on your phone and 
your screen’s HDMI. While some 
phones are rather selective and 
do not support MHL, If you have 
got any of the Sony Xperia Z series, 
another idea is to make use of PS4 
Remote Play and play your console 
games on your phone.

A microscope
A number of  smar tphone 

cameras are great for taking selfies 
and short videos, but with some 
tweaks, you can actually turn 
the turn the same camera into a 
microscope. With magnification 
levels up to 375x, you easily conduct 
a scientific experiment with your 
phone and satisfy your scientific 
curiosity or just enjoy the aesthetics 
of greatly magnified photos. Parents 
will love this as it could come in 
handy when doing home science 
project with their kids.

Scan documents
As long as you have a smartphone, 

you no longer need to go to a 
cybercafé  or use a scanner to scan 
documents, photographs, receipts, 
business cards or anything on paper 
that you want to make digital. The 
smartphone’s camera is already a 
portable, pocket document scanner 
that you need. For those who use 
android smartphones, the Google 
Drive app has a built-in scanning 
feature while Evernote Scannable is 
available for iPhone and iPad users. 
Using the camera lens, scan and then 
share your scans via email or text, or 
export them as PDF and JPG files. 
Most smartphones even gives you 
the option of automatically rotating, 
cropping, and adjusting images so 
your scans are easy to read.

A cordless mouse and keyboard
This is super convenient if you 

are the type who uses a computer a 
lot and your computer’s touchpad is 
faulty. Your smartphone, especially 
android, allows you to download 
an App called RemoteDroid, which 
consequently turns your phone 
to a wireless computer touchpad 
or keyboard. This function is 
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Digital education, the smart way for 
children to spend a holiday

W
ith the current eco-
nomic situation in the 
country, most parents 
are ways to cut costs, 
at the same time build 

their children’s capacity especially during 
holiday from school.

Seeing that technology is the future 
and most children are naturally interest-
ed and fascinated by new technological 
inventions, it seems a wise decision to en-
roll kids in digital/ skill based boot camps.

‘Girls Go IT’ Nigeria, a social develop-
ment platform intent on empowering 
girls from rural and under-served com-
munities to acquire digital and informa-
tion technology skills recently concluded 
its first summer boot camp which took 
place in Mushin, Lagos from August to 
October 2016.

At the end of the 12-week program, the 
participating 10 girls from Community 
Secondary School and Itire Community 
Senior Secondary school were able to 
learn the know-how Web app develop-
ment and eventually built and designed a 
website for their schools, while they will 
further train their mates who were not 
part of the program the basic of coding. 
They also developed their entrepreneur-
ship skills during the boot camp.

Speaking on the need to empower 
young children with digital training, 
Kunle Afolayan, Program Manager of 
‘Girl GO IT’ Nigeria, said; “We are very 
excited at what the girls have been able 
to achieve during the summer boot camp. 
Its compelling how these girls from a rural 

district in Lagos managed to learn how 
to script a simple web app from the point 
where they never had the opportunity to 
use a computer before.

“It just goes to show that with the right 
exposure, the Nigerian girl can measure 
up with her peers from around the world 
in all endeavors. The fact that they will 
be teaching their schoolmates some of 
the skills they’ve learnt here means that 
a lot more girls will be aware of the pos-
sibilities available to them.”

 Abayomi Ogundipe, said, “The im-
portance of Digital and information 
technology in development cannot be 
over-emphasised as we continue to see 
its impact in the life of young people. 

We have seen how technology has em-
powered young people to change the 
world through platforms like Facebook, 
Google and Jobberman here in Nigeria. 
We believe Nigerians have got what it 
takes to develop the next big thing in 
technology and we will be actively creat-
ing the opportunities for girls to get into 
technology.”

Commending the program, Deborah 
Adelabu, one of the participants from 
Itire Community Senior Secondary, said, 
“The summer boot camp has impacted my 
life positively. From being a student who 
was just looking to go through secondary 
school and the university and get a job 

afterwards I’m now beginning to see the 
great opportunities that lies ahead of me. 
I do not have to look for a job but I can cre-
ate one for myself and I don’t have to wait 
until I graduate but I can start now. These 
are things that I wasn’t even aware of 
until I came for the GirlsGoIT boot camp.”

GirlsGoIT was founded in Moldova 
with the vision of boosting the entre-
preneurship and innovation capacity of 
women and girls by empowering them 
to acquire digital and IT Skills. The or-
ganisation plans to increase the number 
of Nigerian participants in its training by 
covering more rural areas of the country 
as the program unfolds.

 

Technology meets Fashion
R

ecognising the impact of technol-
ogy on the fashion industry, last 
week, Spice TV brought together 
the finest in the fashion and tech-

nology industry for the Fashion meets 
Tech networking event as part of its Happy 
Hour Series. The event acknowledged five 
innovative startup companies and entre-
preneurs using technology to redefine the 
fashion industry as they presented their 
products and services. These startups in-
cluded Haute App, Once n Out, My Mesh 

Wear, Oversabi Tailors, and Thandos. At 
the end of event however, Haute App, an 
application that allows tailors and designers 
to manage their customer details and work 
flow, was the selected choice by guests.

A panel session was held to discuss 
how products are developed in the fashion 
and technology industries, the challenges 
faced in developing these products and 
more importantly how to overcome these 
challenges. The panel for the discussion 
included Damilola Jegede from NairaBox, 

Adebayo Oke-Lawal of Orange Culture, 
Ikenna Okonkwo of Heels.com.ng, and Bi-
sola Adeniyi of Lady Biba. It was moderated 
by TechCabal, Nigeria’s leading technology 
platform.

The networking event was put together 
to encourage and acknowledge those who 
are passionate about fashion and technology 
specifically in Nigeria and Africa as a whole. 
Another driving force behind the event was 
to create the opportunity for those working 
across the sectors to socialize, interact and 

learn from one another and potentially col-
laborate on projects and activities related to 
both the fashion and technology industry. 

For many years, there was a clear distinc-
tion between the technology industry and 
the fashion industry. But in recent decades, 
both industries have merged together, 
changing the face of fashion especially. 
In Nigeria today, the fashion industry is 
evolving and technology plays an integral 
role in the growth of the industry. Technol-
ogy has made fashion more accessible to a 
wide range of people. Consumers are able to 
search for their favourite designers, brands 
and retailers, and order what they desire 
online or through their mobile phones in 
a matter of minutes. Thus, the ease and ac-
cessibility to one’s favorite fashion brands 
has broadened more than ever before with 
the use of social media, mobile technology 
and much more. Technology has advanced 
the growth of the society in many ways 
and there has never been a time when both 
industries complement each other so well.

One important aspect of the fashion 
industry is the media, which consists of 
fashion bloggers, magazines, fashion jour-
nalists, fashion TV stations and so on. The 
media closes the gap between the fashion 
industry and the consumers by translating 
and communicating the creative ideas of the 
designer to the rest of the world.

Still, there exists a lot of uncharted terri-
tory. The fashion industry has not reached 
its full potential and there is the opportunity 
for the fashion industry to recognize this 
potential. With the help of technology, this 
can be achieved and Nigeria can become a 
booming society, where both the fashion 
and technology industries create avenues 
for entrepreneurial activities with the dif-
ferent sectors.
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It is baffling that despite the 
reported cases of fraud and 
corruption against past and 

present public office holders, 
none has been sent to jail. Every-
day fresh arrests are made and 
allegations hurled at various in-
dividuals. It is beginning to sound 
like diversion of attention. High 
profile individuals are daily being 

Too many thieves yet none is sent to jail
Is it just possible for a Supreme Court 

Judge to be telling lies, just fabricating 
stories? We were told large sums of 

monies were recovered in their residences, 
proceeds of corruption, but one of the 
embattled judges, John Inyang Okoro, is 
now singing that he got himself into the 
mess because he refused to accept bribe 
money offered to him by a minister of the 
Federal Republic. In fact, the Judge said 
the minister, like Nicodemus, paid him a 
nocturnal visit at his residence to pres-
sure him to ensure that election petition 
cases pending then at the Supreme Court 
involving Abia, Akwa Ibom and Rivers 
State went in favour of the ruling party, 
APC. Justice Okoro also alleged that his 
night visitor was even dropping the name 
of the president to intimidate him. Good 
a thing the Judge said long before this 
time (the time of his sting arrest), he had 
verbally reported his encounter with the 
said minister to the Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN). So Justice Okoro is working on the 
theory that if an evil or desperate bird 
cried in the night and a child died in the 
morning, chances are that the death must 
have been caused by the evil bird. But 
beyond what happened between Justice 

It’s getting messier!

FG and school feeding conundrum

B
ut why is it so difficult 
for the government of 
the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) to come 

clean on the promised school 
feeding programme instead of 
hiding behind a finger? Sev-
eral times, government at the 
centre had said it was ready 
to commence the programme. 
But some of us who have been 
watching the way government 
has been faltering in other ar-
eas have continued to doubt the 
possibility of a programme that 
would complicate matters for 
government. A national news-
paper the other day decided to 
poke government, reminding 
Abuja that schools have since 
resumed, yet the much-hyped 
feeding programme has not 
taken off. Some of us still doubt 
government’s capacity to feed 
5.5 million pupils nationwide 
when it is borrowing money to 

Haba Abati!

tried on the pages of newspapers 
and television screens. The ques-
tion is, why is it that government 
has not had the courage to send 
any of such alleged criminals 
to jail? It appears that the fight 
against corruption being touted 
by government is purely lip ser-
vice; more of grandstanding, so to 
speak. We have heard too many 

Good news from Ekiti
Ekiti State is always in the news. 

It has become the headquar-
ters of opposition party in 

the country with the death of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) at 
the centre. In the early days of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) gov-
ernment, Olisa Metuh, the erstwhile 
publicity secretary of the PDP used 
to bark so seriously and veraciously 

Okoro and the visiting minister, the take 
away in all of these is that Nigeria is indeed 
under a cabal that insists that things must 
be done their own way. It is telling us the 
level of pressure judges are put under dur-
ing such sensitive cases and it also tells us 
the extent to which politicians go to obtain 
power. But I hope these revelations will 
not just be swept under the carpet like 
numerous others.

Reuben Abati

Governor Fayose

I
n a democratic setting, every citizen 
enjoys freedom of speech. In Nigeria 
where many things are not regulated, 
everyone does whatever one likes. 

Information are dished out to society from 
various quarters but it is left for individu-
als to sift through such information and 
pick what they think will benefit them 
or otherwise. Reuben Abati’s article a 
few days ago reeks with half-truths and 
an attempt to score cheap goals. Abati 
served President Goodluck Jonathan 
from 2011 to 2015 as special adviser media 
and publicity, and never thought it wise 
to resign when he noticed that the entire 
Aso Villa was given to idols and Satanism. 
Abati sat still when as a writer, ‘his well-

pay salaries. It does not add up. 
We are aware that the feed-
ing was one of the major pro-
grammes for which N500 bil-
lion was budgeted for in 2016. 
Read my lips, that money may 
have been misapplied or is it 
misappropriated? We are still 
watching.

crafted statements…’ were being wrongly 
accepted by the public. He continued to 
work with a president whose speeches 
and policy statements were being misin-
terpreted. While he was holed-up in the 
Villa, Abati holds an unenviable record 
of not reaching out to his friends and 
colleagues. All the years he worked in 
Aso Rock, he never took some time off to 
visit media houses to interface with his 
colleagues in the newsroom. After all, if 
a person is not comfortable staying in an 
environment, such an individual should 
create opportunities and programmes 
that would make him or her to have less 
contact with the detested environment. 
If he had seen a reason to visit media 
houses on a regular basis, one would now 
begin to relate his visits to his eagerness 
to escape from the Villa. But he did not do 
such a thing. When he noticed that the 
Villa is a coven, why did he not tell his 
principal who was in the habit of visiting 
big churches and cathedrals to arrange 
for deliverance sessions where the evil 
spirits would have been exorcised from 
the Villa? What practical steps did he take 
to ensure the place is safe for habitation? 
After amassing huge wealth from the ‘co-
ven’, Abati now turns round to prescribe 
that “Aso Villa should be converted into 
a spiritual museum, and abandoned.” So, 

too, but since he suffered one or two 
near-death attacks in the court of 
APC and after he saw his life ebb-
ing away so fast in and out of court 
rooms, he has since bade bye to criti-
cism. But Ayodele Fayose, governor 
of Ekiti State, has remained the “lone 
voice in the wilderness”. Since the 
activities of the Fulani herdsmen 
became a national issue and embar-
rassment, the governor has taken it 
upon himself to defend the defence-
less. His resolve was given impetus 

by the deafening silence from the 
powers that be in Abuja. The latest 
move is that all the seized cows in 
Ekiti State will be used to further 
the “Stomach Infrastructure” pro-
gramme in the state. Remember 
that a court in Ekiti State recently 
jailed a herdsman, who grazed on 
people’s farmland. Why wouldn’t 
other governors emulate Fayose 
in this great campaign to end this 
unprovoked insult and menace by 
herdsmen?

excuses from govern-
ment and its agen-
cies why criminals 
are not being sent to 
jail. The EFCC point 
fingers at judges and 
corrupt lawyers who 
grant and obtain 
endless injunctions, 
as the case may be. 
But must things 
continue the way 
they have been, even 
in a government 
that promised to do 
things differently?
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B
arely one year after he 
was sworn in on May 
29, 2015, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari had 
made 30 foreign trips, 

four of them within his first 
month in office. Remarkably, 
on June 7, 2015, the president 
travelled to Germany to attend 
the G-7 Summit at the invitation 
of German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, and on July 19, he was 
on a four-day official visit to the 
United States of America where 
he met with President Barack 
Obama and other top US gov-
ernment officials. In the case of 
the G-7 Summit, the then British 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
had urged Buhari to come to 
the summit with his “wish-list” 
for Nigeria.

At the peak of these foreign 
trips, many Nigerians had raised 
concerns that the president was 
gallivanting across the globe at a 
time his attention was needed at 
home to set the structures of his 
government in place and bring 
about the direly-needed change 
that he promised during the 
electioneering campaign, but 
the president’s men had gone 
up in arms against the presi-
dent’s critics, arguing that the 
overseas trips were in Nigeria’s 
best interest.

“The president has so far 
been able to generate much 
goodwill for Nigeria among 
other world leaders through 
his visits. Nigerians, therefore, 
have to begin to leverage on 
the goodwill currently being 
enjoyed by the president in 
engaging with foreign partners, 
to the benefit of our country,” 
Geoffrey Onyeama, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, reportedly said 
while speaking at the Nigerian 
Institute of International Affairs 
(NIIA) in Lagos.

“We have to have very good 
and well-thought out strategies 
in engaging with the outside 
world and this is what the presi-
dent has been trying to do with 
his visits.”

Babatunde Fashola, minister 
of power, works and housing, 
wrote his now characteristic 
takeaways (PMB’s foreign trips: 
My takeaways), arguing that 
Buhari’s trips were meant to 
fix Nigeria’s reputation which 
was severely damaged by the 
immediate past administration 
of Goodluck Jonathan.

On his part, President Buhari 
said he needed to gain the con-
fidence of world leaders and ex-
tract commitments from them 
in his quest to restore Nigeria’s 
lost glory and repatriate some 
of the looted funds stashed in 
foreign banks.

But Ayodele Fayose, Ekiti 
State governor, criticised these 
frequent trips amidst worsening 
economic situation, asking the 
president to stay at home and do 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Nigerian presidents in wasteful foreign trips

the job for which he was elected.
“Mr President should stay at 

home and bring this fuel scarcity 
that has paralysed almost all 
activities in the country to an 
end. Nigerians are saying their 
president should stay at home 
and bring to an end the killings, 
raping of women and destruc-
tion of farmlands by Fulani 
herdsmen,” he had said.

However, it did not start with 
Buhari. Nigerian presidents over 
the years have had this pen-
chant for globe-trotting in the 
guise of marketing Nigeria and 
canvassing for foreign invest-
ment, sometimes at ill-advised 
moments when their attention 
was badly needed at home. But 
to what extent these foreign 
trips redeemed the country’s 
image or exactly how much for-
eign investment they attracted 
remain to be seen.

The Obasanjo/Yar’Adua/
Jonathan era

An October 2012  report by 
Sunday Trust predicted that 
at the rate President Goodluck 
Jonathan was flying around 
the world, he was destined 
to become the most travelled 
president in history – and prob-
ably the most expensive when 
it comes to travel expenditure.

According to the report, 
within the first nine months 
of 2012, President Jonathan 
had jetted out of the country 18 

times to different destinations 
in Africa, Europe, Asia, North 
America and South America and 
had spent 45 days out of Nigeria 
within that period alone.

Nigerians, especially the op-
position voice, cried foul that 
the president was abdicating his 
primary responsibility at home 
while junketing around the 
world and shaking hands with 
world leaders.

Yinka Odumakin, civil rights 
activist, had decried Jonathan’s 
frequent foreign travels, saying 
it did not show that the presi-
dent was committed to the task 
given to him by the people.

“The president’s frequent for-
eign trips are a clear indication 
that he does not care about us 
at home, we are not his priority. 
He does not give a damn about 
Nigerians and the job he was 
given to do by the people. As 
someone with limited exposure, 
he sees the seat of the President 
of the Federal Republic of Ni-
geria as an excuse to go round 
the world shaking hands with 
foreign leaders and visiting cities 
he has not been to before rather 
than sitting down at home to 
tackle the challenges facing the 
country,” Odumakin was quoted 
to have said.

“The challenges caused by 
insecurity, floods, hunger, fuel 
scarcity and all sort of afflictions 
we are witnessing today should 

be the concern of any president 
anywhere in the world. But the 
priority of the president is quite 
different; it’s not about Nigerians 
and Nigeria, it’s about the privi-
lege of office beyond responsibil-
ity of office,” he had said.

But as usual, just as in the 
present case of Buhari, Jona-
than’s men had quickly come to 
the rescue. Doyin Okupe, special 
assistant to President Jonathan 
on public affairs, had argued that 
the president’s foreign trips were 
not as expensive as reported and 
that “in any case, the govern-
ment has a budget for president’s 
travels, and there is no evidence 
from the National Assembly 
that he has overstretched that 
budget”.

Sometimes these foreign trips 
came at a time that serious is-
sues at home required attention. 
For instance, on June 19, 2012, 
barely 24 hours after about 
75 persons were killed in the 
bombing of three churches and 
consequent reprisals in Kaduna 
State and another about 25 died 
following a fierce gunfight be-
tween operatives of the Joint 
Task Force and suspected ter-
rorists in Damaturu, Yobe State, 
President Jonathan jetted out 
to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for the 
United Nations’ Earth Summit, 
reportedly taking along with 
him 116 persons (25 personal 
aides, 18 aides of the First Lady, 

two members of the National 
Assembly, five ministers, two 
governors and 63 officials of 
various ministries).

When Nigerians rose to criti-
cize the president for what was 
a clear case of negligence and 
insensitivity, Labaran Maku, 
then information minister, re-
torted that the president could 
rule the country from anywhere 
in the world.

“The president can take de-
cision from anywhere in the 
world; his absence will not 
hamper his power to act. The 
Vice-President effectively takes 
charge of affairs once the presi-
dent is out of Nigeria and he is 
in touch with the president on 
an hourly basis. There is no vac-
uum; the most important thing 
is that the president and the VP 
work harmoniously and are in 
constant touch,” Maku had said.

President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua, who was sworn in 
as president in 2007, was not 
known to have globe-trotted 
much in his over two-and-a-
half years in office. Most of his 
foreign trips were on health 
grounds. A report put the num-
ber of days Yar’Adua spent 
on foreign medical trips in 32 
months at 109.

Indeed, it was said that under 
Yar’Adua, in order to regulate 
foreign trips by government 
officials at the federal level, the 

...in perpetual gaze on the West for socio-economic salvation

President Buhari
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Office of the Head of Civil Ser-
vice of the Federation (OHCSF) 
served as the clearing house for 
officials who wished to embark 
on foreign trips, to the chagrin 
of ministers who constituted the 
Federal Executive Council (FEC).

But all this changed immedi-
ately after the president took ill 
and was flown to Saudi Arabia 
for treatment. Reports had it that 
between November 23, 2009 
when President Yar’Adua was 
flown out of the country and 
January 13, 2010, his ministers, 
special assistants, advisers and 
other aides had embarked on 
indiscriminate foreign trips 
that gulped N10 billion – on 
the pretext of visiting the ailing 
president or carrying out other 
official mission.

But not so for President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, who had 
been rated one of the most 
travelled heads of government 
in the world. Obasanjo was 
said to have travelled out of the 
country 93 times within his first 
three years in office and 400 
times between 1999 and 2007, 
reportedly spending 340 days 
outside the country during his 
eight-year presidency.

Purported reasons for the 
trips

The often-stated reasons for 
the presidential foreign trips 
are to improve Nigeria’s image 
abroad, market the country 
and attract foreign investment. 
In the case of Buhari, who came 
to power at a time insecurity 
was ravaging the country in the 
form of Boko Haram and other 
manifestations of terror, another 
reason was added: to secure 
the help of the international 
community in the fight against 
terrorism.

During the Obasanjo presi-
dency, the president and his 
spokespersons repeatedly told 
Nigerians that the president’s 
foreign trips were important for 
Nigeria to attract “foreign invest-
ment” and help seek some relief 
or cancellation of Nigeria’s for-
eign “debt” of about $30 billion.

However, during the March 
2002 conference on develop-
ment in Mexico, Obasanjo had 
stated openly that Nigeria had 
failed to secure “a single cent of 
debt relief” and had in the first 
three years of his presidency 
spent $5 billion in servicing its 
foreign debts, “even though the 
same debts had been repaid two 
times over”, according to Herbert 
Ekwe-Ekwe, a visiting professor 
at Universidade de Fortaleza.

In a 2012 article, Ekwe-Ekwe 
also quoted Obasanjo to have 
said in an interview with the Fi-
nancial Times of London that for 
three years he went round the 
world and did not get anything.

“I went round the countries 
in Europe, twice over, I went to 
Japan, to America, to Canada 
and got good words… but no ac-
tion at all,” Obasanjo was quoted 
as saying.

“Yet if Obasanjo continues his 
current rate of travel overseas in 
the remaining 12 months of his 
regime, he will make a further 
30 trips with the whooping cost 
of US$6 million to Nigeria’s for-
lorn economy,” Ekwe-Ekwe said.

“So,  by May 2003,  the 
Obasanjo regime would have 
spent US$22 million of scarce 
resources on four years of travel 
in pursuit of an illusory but 
calamitous enterprise of ‘gaz-
ing across the seas’ for Western 
‘goodies’ to salvage an economy 
that his own regime (twice: 1976-

1979, 1999-expected May 2003) 
as well as others have virtually 
destroyed in the past 40 years.”

Cargo cult mentality
This is not peculiar to Nige-

ria. Many Third World leaders, 
either out of ignorance or sheer 
laziness, seem to believe that 
the solution to their countries’ 
problems lie in the hands of the 
Western powers. As such, they 
continually embark on what 
Ekwe-Ekwe terms a ‘perpetual 
gaze across the seas for socio-
economic salvation’ in the article 
“Cargo cult mentality, Nigeria, 
and the illusions of NEPAD”.

In The Trouble with Nigeria, 
Chinua Achebe writes that one 
of the commonest manifesta-
tions of underdevelopment is 
a tendency among the ruling 
elite to live in a world of make-
believe and unrealistic expecta-
tions.

“This is the cargo cult mental-
ity that anthropologists some-
times speak about – a belief by 
backward people that someday, 
without any exertion whatso-
ever on their own part, a fairy 
ship will dock in their harbour 
laden with every goody they 
have always dreamed of pos-
sessing,” Achebe writes. 

Thayer Watkins, an eco-
nomics professor at San Jose 
State University in San Jose, 
California, USA, explains the 
origin and manifestations of 
cargo cult mentality. Writing in 
“The Cargo Cults of the South 
Pacific”, Watkins narrates how, 
after World War II, anthropolo-
gists discovered that an unusual 
religion had developed among 
the islanders of the South Pacific.

“It was oriented around the 
concept of cargo which the is-
landers perceived as the source 
of the wealth and power of the 
Europeans and Americans. This 

religion, known as the Cargo 
Cult, held that if the proper 
ceremonies were performed 
shipments of riches would be 
sent from some heavenly place,” 
he writes.

“The Cargo Cult members 
built replicas of airports and air-
planes out of twigs and branches 
and made the sounds associated 
with airplanes to try to activate 
the shipment of cargo. In addi-
tion to ceremonies at the replicas 
of airports in the jungle there 
was another interesting type 
of ceremony. Islanders would 
build a hut in the forest and the 
cultees would bring money and 
leave it in the hut in expectation 
that it would grow. Sometimes 
replicas of briefcases would be 
used to hold the money. Un-
fortunately the money would 
often be stolen from these jungle 
banks leaving the islanders even 
poorer than they were before,” 
writes Watkins.

This is the point where Nige-
ria and several under-developed 
(for, as Walter Rodney argues, 
“developing” belies the reality) 
countries of the world have 
been for several decades – per-
petually looking to the West for 
salvation.

As at May 2016, for instance, 
President Uhuru Kenyatta of 
Kenya was reported to have 
embarked on 64 foreign trips in 
the three years between 2013 
and 2016.

In an October 2009 letter 
to the editor found on kai-
eteurnewsonline.com, Leon 
Suseran, a Guyanese, writes, 
“What is it about our dear land of 
Guyana that our President does 
not like? Surely something has 
to be making him want to leave 
Guyana ever so often for other 
countries.”

Suseran argues that Guyana 
should have been a better place 
if all of the president’s trips 
were as effective as they were 
purported to be.

“There are so many situations 
which have been coming to the 

forefront as national front-burn-
ing issues over the past months 
in Guyana. Yet, our president 
seems to want to conveniently 
get away whenever it is ap-
propriate for him to do so under 
the guise of some big meeting 
to promote Guyana, or his new 
mantra Low Carbon Develop-
ment Strategy (LCDS), telling the 
world about Guyana (as if people 
are not reading and hearing 
about the sickening things that 
are going on here involving his 
own people in the government),” 
writes Suseran.

“While our nation continues 
to suffer under this government; 
while so much corruption is 
going on in the highest offices; 
while blackouts rip Guyana 
every day and night with no 
ease in sight; while government 
officials’ names are being called 
in sexual molestation cases (they 
too can ‘run away’ when things 
are not going well for them in 
Guyana); while thieving is ram-
pant in the high offices; while 
the government seeks to once 
again silence the traditional 
privately-owned newspapers; 
while so much injustice is tak-
ing place on a day-to-day basis, 
our dear President and his loyal 
henchmen are touring the world 
and living off the taxpayers’ 
blood, sweat and tears.”

The Nigerian case has been 
classic because of the waste-
fulness associated with these 
presidential foreign trips whose 
real benefits, apart from mere 
pious pronouncements by gov-
ernment people and defenders 
of the establishment, remain 
elusive.

Cost of foreign trips
There is no doubt that huge 

financial resources have over 
the years been squandered in 
foreign trips by Nigerian presi-
dents. The current Buhari ad-
ministration has not shown any 
difference, in spite of a promise 
to cut cost of governance.

Governor Fayose of Ekiti 

Ex-president Olusegun Obasanjo

ex-President Goodluck Jonathan

Continues on page 17
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‘Investors should know that Nigeria’s 
economic challenges are temporary’
Sola David-Borha, chief executive officer of Stanbic IBTC, in this interview with KEHINDE AKIN-
TOLA, speaks on various financial issues and the roles being played by the bank as one of the 
leading African financial institutions at such a critical time of recession. She also bares her mind 
on how the bank has impacted on critical sectors including manufacturing, agriculture, ICT, energy, 
among others. Excerpts:
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our own policies that we imple-
ment. Of the four things the 
only thing that we can control 
is our policies. Therefore, it is 
very important that we put in 
place the right policies and we 
are consistent in implementing 
it. What investors look for is 
that policy consistency. They 
are very nervous when poli-
cies change. It means they can’t 
manage that risk. They can 
manage the risk of a drop in oil 
price. So our policy response, 
what we do? Making sure 
that we essentially gain the 
confidence of investors in this 
market has to be the priority.

What is your bank doing 
to help reduce the unemploy-
ment situation we have in the 
country? 

We are doing a number 
of things and it includes ca-
pacity building, up-scaling 
the young people is very im-
portant. Training is very im-
portant and we run capacity 
building workshops for SMEs 
for free, we don’t charge. You 
will find out that it enables the 
younger entrepreneurs to get 
a better understanding of how 
to manage their businesses 
and ultimately, if you learn 
to do businesses they have a 
better chance of surviving and 
paying you back. So capacity 
building is a critical aspect of 
it. Also we found out that the 
big companies help the smaller 
companies to survive. We need 
everybody in that value chain. 
Everybody has a role to play 
and we found out that as lend-
ers if you have a big company 
that is utilising the goods and 
services of smaller companies 
around them, it guarantees 
the smaller companies of buy-
ers and support. They have 
a working capital circle that 
is more manageable. So that 
whole ecosystem of both the 
big boy and the smaller players 
is much easier to lend to, than 
lending to one small person 
isolated by himself that at the 
slightest problem he just goes 
under. So those are the kind 
of things that we encourage. 
So we try to encourage small 
companies to try and get into 

W
hat is your 
impression 
about the re-
cently con-
cluded NES 

#22 and its theme: ‘made in 
Nigeria’?

The Nigerian Economic 
Summit is the leading platform 
for public and private sector 
engagement and the theme is 
particularly important at this 
time when the economy is in 
recession. This is not the first 
time that made-in-Nigeria has 
been promoted or discussed 
but you will find out that dur-
ing crisis, people are more 
attentive. You now have a 
better understanding of why 
it is much better to use local 
goods and services because 
that ultimately helps to achieve 
an improvement in productive 
capacity in the economy. 

Essentially, our message 
is to tell those domestic and 
foreign investors that Nigeria 
is still an economy which has 
great opportunities and that 
the current challenges that 
we are facing which is primar-
ily driven by the commodity 
price drop which has then led 
to a foreign exchange scarcity 
will soon become a thing of 
the past. It is temporary. It is a 
business circle and hopefully if 
we do the right things in terms 
of our policy direction and also 
working together with our 
government such that we sup-
port their efforts to promote 
an enabling environment that 
would then attract investors to 
come into the country, invest 
in various sectors and that 
ultimately it would lead to a 
private sector driven growth. 
We believe that an important 
aspect of achieving this is to 
ensure that the financial mar-
kets are transparent, liquid 
and the prices at which goods 
and services are obtained are 
done at an optimal level. So 
whether you are selling foreign 
exchange or the money market 
or the equity market it is at 
your market rate. Also, on the 
back of a properly functioning 
financial markets you will find 
out that capital is attracted and 

that capital will then drive the 
growth that we so desire. 

From the submission of 
the resource persons, the di-
chotomy between the fiscal 
policy and monetary policy; 
are you comfortable with it? 
Can that actually help achieve 
the purpose for which we are 
gathered here? 

It is very important that 
there is alignment between 
fiscal policy and monetary 
policy and giving where our 

inflation rate is now, which 
is about 17 percent and infla-
tion has to be tamed. That has 
to be the priority and in the 
short term it does mean that 
interest rate will still remain 
very high. But strategically, 
the longer term direction when 
inflation starts coming down is 
for interest rate to start coming 
down. In the meantime there 
are a number of other things 
that can be done to support 
the overall objective of stimu-

lating growth in the economy. 
The Keynote Speaker pointed 
out that if you look at the four 
main drivers that impact our 
economy, he talked about the 
global trends, which we don’t 
control, he talked about inter-
national trade, he spoke about 
commodity prices, which we 
don’t also control and our ex-
pectation anyway in the short 
and medium term is that oil 
prices is not going to rise sig-
nificantly. The fourth aspect is 
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an ecosystem of a larger one. 
We provide them with capac-
ity building. Then with the ap-
propriate type of financing you 
know it is very important that 
when you are even looking 
for a loan, depending on what 
that loan is for, make sure you 
get the right type of financing 
for that loan. If it is a project 
that has long gestation period, 
you shouldn’t take a short term 
loan that you have to pay back 
in one year. So linking inves-
tors to such opportunities is 
part of the work that we do 
as well.

Is there any special arrange-
ment that your bank has 
different from other banks 
to encourage small investors, 
perhaps in terms of collateral? 

We have tried a number of 
things over the years because 
we are committed to the SMEs 
sector. We think that the SMEs 
sector is the segment that is 
going to drive growth in this 
economy. Bulk of Nigerians 
is involved in the sector. We 
have tried so many things, at a 
point we even had unsecured 
loans that we gave out. But we 
found out that, that couldn’t 
work as well. They don’t pay 
back. So it is best to put in place 
a structure that provides the 
support but also holds them 
accountable. Like we say, it is 
not so onerous that they can’t 
provide what is required. That 
ecosystem principle is very 
important. Or co-operatives 
where you have a group of 
people who come together. 
You know one person just can’t 
decide that we are not doing it 
again. You know there is pres-
sure from the peers to behave 
correctly. You also are able to 
review the risk of the whole 
and typically co-operatives 
have a better bargaining power 
with larger entities. So those 
are some of the ways which we 
try and address the challenges 
the SMEs face. It is also good to 
put them in a model that helps 
them as well to be accountable 
and responsible. 

What does Agricultural 
and Agro-allied sector stake-
holders need to access loans. 
Do you encourage clusters? 

Agriculture is a sector that 
has faced lots of challenges 
especially in financing. A lot 
of progress has been made 
over the past five years. Es-
sentially with the introduc-
tion of NISRAL which is a risk 
sharing model for lending to 
the agricultural sector. We 
have found that banks are now 
more prepared to lend and we 
are also involved in supporting 
the agricultural sector. A single 
subsistence farmer operating 
on his own is going to find it 
very difficult to get financing. 
That farmer has to get into a 
group, a cluster, cooperative 
or an out-grower scheme and 
then you find out that it is then 
easier to support that farmer. 
And we have done that. So 
we have lent to out-grower 
scheme, we have lent to co-
operatives.

PPP has been with us for 

quite some time. Are you 
comfortable with the legal 
framework? What do you 
think should be done differ-
ently by this Administration 
to get it working?

The PPP is right in the mid-
dle of what the NESG is about 
to do- public and private sec-
tors coming together and giv-
ing the billions of dollars that 
are required to fund infrastruc-
ture products. Government 
is not capable of doing it by 
itself. It is clear that at the state 
government level, some states 
are yet to pass their PPP laws 
and what some times is even 
more important is actually 
the implementation of the law 
and what happens across the 
lives of different governments, 
because the projects typically 
are long term. They can span 

12 years plus. And the risk we 
see many times is when the 
government that initiated the 
project is different from the 
new one that comes in and the 
commitment of that new gov-
ernment to keep to the terms 
that were agreed with the 
previous one. Now financiers 
and investors invested in the 
project based on those terms. 
So once there is any change 
of such, it almost triggers an 
event of default which then 
affects whether the project can 
be completed in some cases or 
continued. So I think to help 
encourage more PPPs there 
has to be an education about 
PPPs in general both in the 
public and private sectors as to 
what financiers are looking for 
and the risks of policy changes 
that affect PPP projects, so that 

there is just more awareness 
around it. If the political will to 
ensure that PPPs are protected 
from many of the vagaries of 
changes in government, you 
will find that you will see more 
successful PPPs. 

To what extent is Stanbic 
IBTC involved in the develop-
ment of the power sector? 

We have been involved in 
the power sector. We are in-
volved in two of the assets in 
the distribution space within 
the past privatization exercise. 
It is a very challenging sector. 
Giving some of the changes 
in the tariffs; for instance, a 
party has taken the govern-
ment to court whether there 
should be a tariff increase and 
those tariffs were the basis by 
which investors came in. So, 
it is a challenged sector. But 

despite those challenges, I be-
lieve there is still hope to the 
extent that it is a sector that is 
very much needed. Everybody 
requires power. We believe 
that the fact that those power 
sectors are now owned by the 
private sector, gives them the 
capacity to go out and raise 
capital should they require, 
bring in new investors, borrow, 
so that they can buy the much-
needed equipment. It is a long 
term game, but the expectation 
would be that in 10, 15 years 
that if the right investments 
are done into this sector we 
would see that translate into 
an improved power supply. We 
have partnered with GE to run 
an embedded distributed pow-
er solution across the country 
where together Stanbic IBTC 
and GE in Nigeria and Standard 
bank and GE across Africa 
would basically help to put up 
embedded power plants across 
the country. And we continued 
to work on that project and we 
believe that will also support 
the efforts of our country to 
improve power supply. 

There was a long list by 
the House of Representatives 
about the health of Nigerian 
banks. How healthy is your 
bank? 

All I can say is that we are 
in good health and we are 
adequately capitalized. Our 
liquidity ratio is well above 
the regulatory threshold. Our 
rating was recently reaffirmed 
as AAA. We want to assure ev-
eryone that Stanbic IBTC is an 
organisation they can continue 
to do business with.

C002D5556

Sola David-Borha

But strategically, the longer term direction 
when inflation starts coming down is for inter-
est rate to start coming down. In the meantime 
there are a number of other things that can be 

done to support the overall objective of stimulat-
ing growth in the economy
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Mother and child

‘How quacks cause over 60% of 
childbirth mortality rate in Nigeria’

W
hat is this passion about 
safe motherhood and 
child delivery project, and 
who are these unskilled 
personnel you talk about?

  God called me to ensure safe delivery of 
all pregnant women in Nigeria and beyond. 
It’s an inspiration from heaven to us to be 
used as human tools to rescue pregnant 
women.  

We are basically in Rivers State for now, 
and we cover the south/south geopolitical 
region but we also have plans to have a 
base in Abuja. This is a large vision because 
we want to ensure safety of all pregnant 
women around the world.

 
Through what mechanism do you 

intend to achieve this mission? 
Through our NGO called Safe Mother-

hood Empowerment and Enlightenment 
Initiative (SMEEI) working for safe delivery 
and safe families. This is safe delivery and 
complications-free post-delivery period as 
the final outcome of pregnancy. We want 
to achieve 100 percent safe delivery for all 
pregnant and laboring women.

Our work also involves reducing to 
the barest minimum pregnancy-related 
secondary infertility and to ensure the 
safety of families. We embark on this vi-
sion through education and enlightenment 
activities on television, radio, journals, 
seminars, church outreach and community 
interactions, among others.

 
How effective is your message? 
There are two aspects of our work. One 

is the information dissemination on issues 
of child birth, what can go wrong and how 
to handle it and secondly, enlightening 
health workers that need correct training 
to handle mother and child facing labour 
and preventive health care practices. These 
are midwives, nurses, childbirth attendants 
and even medical doctors who out of 
their specialties handle deliveries which 
shouldn’t be so except if properly trained.

The message of SMEEI is very simple. 
We even use Pidgin English when on 
television, radio or community outreach. 
Pregnancy takes life, it is risky and what is 
killing our pregnant women is that they pa-
tronise quacks, unskilled birth attendants.

 
What is the level of your achievement 

so far?
We started (SMEEI) in August 2009 with 

two midwives, now we have trained over 
20 who are making impact in their various 
health outfits. Government health institu-
tions do not respond to our services but our 
emphasis is in the private sector. We offer 
two years free training with registration 
of N5,000; trainees also buy our books and 
manuals to guide them.

 
When is pregnancy regarded as high 

risk? 
High risk pregnancy is one that can end 

the life of a mother in labour, her baby or 
both, if not well managed. For example, 
pregnancy co-exists with high blood pres-
sure (HBP) and other complications like 
excessive bleeding, or low lying of baby’s 
placenta blocking the baby. It is a high-risk 
pregnancy when there is shortage of blood, 
pregnancy that is occurring for the first 
time, one co-existing with fibroid, a mother 
carrying pregnancy for sixth or seventh 
time, or a baby is not well positioned. 

Others include when there is a scar in the 
womb as a result of Caesarean Section (CS), 
a ruptured womb, pregnancy associated 
with diabetes mellitus as a result of high 
sugar level in the blood. It also involves late 
pregnancy from the age of 35 years and 
above and abject poverty inhibiting access 
to right foods and medication etc.

 
Is ignorance not among the factors you 

outlined considering illiteracy level in the 
country?

I don’t agree to such belief, because God 
(Leviticus 5:17) expects us to go for knowl-
edge. But in the case of a pregnant woman 
in danger, she would claim ignorance in 
going to hospital for ante-natal check-up 
against complications like blood shortage. 
That is not an excuse when she dies in the 
process of labour. We have published books 
on safe motherhood delivery in addition to 
our day-to-day enlightenment programmes 
mentioned earlier. Complications are what 
kill pregnant women and that is why they 
should and must seek medical knowledge 
and attention.

 
Some men of God are against their 

pregnant members going for surgical 
operation when labour is at risk. What is 
your reaction to this?

I must tell you categorically that God 
is not against surgery and that is why we 
are counseling church leaders against such 
belief. But it is funny enough that when it 
has become too late for such to undergo 
a successful or safe delivery that is when 
she would be rushed to a hospital. In most 
cases they either die alone or with the baby. 
But not all pastors or leaders hold strong to 
such belief. Some of them recommend and 
send their pregnant members to us for safe 

delivery/attention. This miracle believes 
and breakthroughs are common with the 
new generation born-again churches or 
people of God.

 
What is your experience with other 

people who claim knowledge of safe deliv-
ery but we still have high mortality rate 
in the country?

These are the untrained childbirth atten-
dants, traditional attendants in their houses 
or delivery centres; these are auxiliary nurses 
with wrong practices who delay pregnant 
women from coming to us or from going to 
the places manned by professional specialist 
obstetricians and gynecologists. They don’t 
use or have the right safe delivery kits. They 
even use bare hands that transfer germs into 
the mothers and babies. Those who mas-
sage wombs of expectant mothers are our 
problems too.

There is what they call turning of babies 
in the womb. Some babies are not well posi-
tioned and in the process of turning them to 
proper position by the quacks, wombs get rup-
tured resulting to death of the mother or both.

 
We have trained medical doctors who 

handle deliveries yet we have cases of 
mother/child death in their hands. What 
is your take here? 

Interference in delivery process by 
unskilled health personnel including some 
doctors who are untrained in delivery 
contributes to high rate of mother/child 
mortality in Nigeria. Some doctors who are 
not surgeons involve themselves in child 
delivery practice that put mothers at risk. 
This is very unfortunate and this is where 
SMEEI has come to play a critical role in safe 
motherhood in Nigeria.

 

What is the mortality rate of mother/
child in Nigeria from your experience? 

I cannot give you numerical data now 
but I can tell you that over 67 percent of 
deliveries in Nigeria are in the hands of 
unskilled birth attendants resulting to high 
mortality rate and that is why our NGO, 
SMEEI is fully out to address the unfortu-
nate and sad practice by quacks.

 
What makes SMEEI stand out in this 

task? 
It will be interesting for you to know 

that no pregnant woman registered with 
SMEEI dies. Even Pathfinders international, 
an NGO from the United States of America 
(US) has come to verify our experience in 
practice and our claim that we have no 
mortality cases. I make bold to say here 
that no government health institutions 
can claim that.

 
Can you substantiate this claim?
 Yes I can. In Nigeria, the system in 

both public and private hospitals does not 
encourage safety in childbirth. We have 
hospitals that are well-equipped with 
modern facilities but how are they run 
is the question. For instance, a woman in 
labour is bleeding furiously and you are 
insisting on obtaining card first, searching 
for safety packs or fuel for ambulance. 
You are simply playing with time and 
life of the pregnant woman. Here in 
SMEEI we are developing a system where 
a woman in trouble can be attended to 
and rescued by experienced and highly 
skilled personnel, within 30 minutes for 
safe delivery. Many things lead to death. 
We strive to eliminate those factors to 
achieve death-free delivery.

Nigeria may be a great country but quackery in all fields especially in the medical sub-sector seems to often put the country 
to shame. Both urban and rural areas seem to be afflicted by this menace, perpetuated by unskilled birth personnel across 
the land. This has become a huge concern to a Port Harcourt-based medical practitioner, Michael Uche Obasi, who is a 
specialist obstetrician/gynaecologist, the president of the Safe Motherhood Empowerment and Enlightenment Initiative 
(SMEEI) a non-governmental organisation (NGO) in Port Harcourt, Rivers State capital. He spoke with IGNATIUS CHUKWU 
and GODWIN EGBA in Port Harcourt, highlighting factors responsible for unsafe delivery of babies in Nigeria and what 
informed his concern to float his SMEEI. Excerpts:
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‘Only a mother would know the joy 
I felt to see Aliyu walk again’
Sharetu Usman is the mother of two-year-old Aliyu Usman, a beneficiary of Stanbic IBTC’s Educational 
Trust Fund and prosthesis. The story of how little Aliyu lost his limbs is a very pathetic yet avoidable one. The 
little boy was an unfortunate victim of a careless tricycle driver. He was in his house when a drunken tricycle 
driver veered off the road and crashed into their house and the little Aliyu playing in front of the house. In this 
interview with Chinyere Okeke, the mother took us through her experience, the trauma it caused her and 
the child, and the renewed hope Stanbic IBTC’s gesture has given her and Aliyu. Excerpts:

We can help to reduce huge losses of FX to education annually if…

C
an you briefly tell us about your-
self and your child?

I am Sharetu Usman. I am 
Usman’s mother, the three-year 
old beneficiary of prosthesis and 

educational trust from Stanbic IBTC.
My son had an unfortunate accident 

at home. His leg was broken by a drunken 
tricycle rider who lost control and rammed 
into our house, hitting my son. When it 
happened I thought my son was dead. His 
bone was completely shattered and we had 
to rush him to the hospital to save his life.

 
Losing a limb ordinarily is traumatic. 

This is even more so when the sufferer is a 
minor and made worse by stigmatisation. 
How have you coped as a parent to ensure 
your child does not lose his self-worth and 
esteem?

 Sometimes, I dwell on the fact that Aliyu 
has lost a limb. He was too young to fully un-
derstand the implication of the accident. But 
he was in pains for several months. When 
I see him struggle with his crutches trying 
to do things his mates do, I am happy and at 
the same time sad; happy that he didn’t see 
himself as different or inferior but sad that 
he may have to carry the scar all his life.

It was a painful decision for me when I 
was told his leg had to be amputated to save 
his life. He is, however, a very strong and de-
termined boy; he continues to do everything 
children his age can do.

 
Stanbic IBTC is bringing succor to chil-

dren with the same condition as your child 
by donating prosthesis to him and others 
across the country. How has this gesture 

impacted your child?
 It is a great thing. It is not all corporate 

organizations that have the heart to assist 
people like us. I am very grateful. If not for 
Stanbic IBTC, where would I get the money 
to buy a leg for my son? Some parents who 
cannot afford it do not even bother because 
they are already discouraged. This gesture 

is a very welcomed development that I am 
truly grateful and happy about.

 
From your experience, how has pros-

thesis helped in the overall wellbeing of 
your child?

 Using prosthesis for Aliyu has helped 
greatly. I can’t even think of him not using 

prosthesis. There is no other option. Just 
imagine him not using prosthesis, how will 
I have coped? It is very necessary.

 Many mothers like yourself who have 
children with missing limbs have felt 
confused and helpless. However, with the 
benefit of hindsight, what will you tell such 
a mother?

 I will tell mothers not to worry as long as 
Stanbic IBTC is still around there is hope for 
their children. They are not different from 
normal children. They should not be con-
fused because having a limb difference is not 
the end of the world. It just means your child 
would do things differently from other kids.

So, I am going to tell parents with the 
same experience as mine to stand up and 
do something for their children. You never 
ask for such things to happen; it is the will 
of God and so you have to accept it and help 
your child.

 
Is there anything you would like to say 

to the government and to organisations like 
Stanbic IBTC?

 Firstly, I will tell the government to do 
something about reckless driving and driv-
ers. The government should have a plan for 
special children like this; it should pass a bill 
protecting the rights of the children.

 And to Stanbic IBTC, I say thank you be-
cause if not for them, how would I have been 
able to afford prosthesis? He would probably 
have started having back pains and we 
would be running from one hospital to the 
other. If more organizations can come out like 
Stanbic IBTC, lives of children and parents 
would be better. So, I truly appreciate Stanbic 
IBTC. They are doing a wonderful thing.

Jeremiah Oludele Ojediran

Continued from page 30  

needs to go out more to find out the 
needs for these industries. 

 
As new Vice-Chancellor, who 

has spent over three decades in the 
academia, what are the new innova-
tions you have brought in, bearing in 
mind that Bells University itself has 
recorded quite a number of achieve-
ments over the years?  

I would like to improve the stan-
dards of the University. When stu-
dents can stay at home, register and do 
everything online, I will feel fulfilled. 
When students can go to the library 
and read online, we are even trying 
to ensure that books in all disciplines 
can be bought online. Another one is 
that I want to sit down in my office 
and check if students attend lectures, 
it means, they must click in, when 
they click in, I will see that lectures 
are going on in a particular class, and 
the lecturer can sit in his office and 
has lecture with the students, even 
outside working hours. If by five 

years, I get to that point, I will shout 
Halleluyah. That is the way, I think 
we need to go, the world has gone 
paperless. 

 
What about accreditation and 

introduction of new courses during 
your tenure? 

All our programmes are accredited 
for now. What we do is we are intro-
ducing new courses. First of all is post 
graduate level, we want to run PGD, 
Msc, PhD in all programmes,  and the 
new programmes like Civil Engineer-
ing, Information and Media Technol-
ogy and it will be ICT-oriented and 
some other courses.  

 
Considering the economic reces-

sion and huge financial requirement 
which privately-owned universities 
need to survive in this country, what 
would you be doing to improve the 
institution’s internally-generated 
revenue?  

In fact, the University’s Council 
itself is interested in that. We are 
establishing what we call Bells Ven-

they give us Registration number, 
then, we can hit the ground running. 
We are also thinking of a Publishing 
House and Printing Press because so 
much paper is used around here. I was 
a Director of Printing Press in Ladoke 
Akintola University of Technology, 
Ogbomosho for six years, so, I know 
what I’m talking about. 

 
What is the place of entrepreneur-

ship in Nigeria’s educational system 
and what are you doing as a Univer-
sity to ensure that your products are 
employers of labour not job-seekers? 

There is new horizon going on here. 
Our focal point is to produce students 
that will be employers of labour, not 
job-seekers, that is where Entrepre-
neurship comes in, and I’m glad to 
tell you that some of our students are 
already having Cottage industries on 
their own; that tells you that some 
of our students will be employers of 
labour. We are ensuring that Entre-
preneurship and Skills Development 
are improved upon to really make our 
students, employers of labour.

tures. In fact, I pray it grows to become 
Bells Business Company. There is a 
bakery here, we need to expand it. 
There is water industry in which we 
want to inject fund into; we need to 
expand it, but we do not want to jump 
the gun. NAFDAC has been here, once 



A
s the new Vice-Chan-
cellor of the University, 
what are some of your 
plans for the institution? 

 
 I’m fortunate because I met on 

ground, a very solid foundation. Aca-
demically, all our programmes are ac-
credited which is a very good place to 
start from. In terms of administration, I 
inherited a very robust administration 
on ground, well structured. Environ-
mentally, we are doing well also. All I 
need to do is to complement and build 
on these feats. My focal point is to 
make sure that the University becomes 
e-compliant, that is, everyone should 
be ICT-compliant, both the students 
and the staff, and everything we do 
should be in that area, even the library 
which is an e-library for now, has to 
be upgraded such that the students 
can use it from the convenience of 
their rooms, we have grown beyond 
manual thing. Registration must be 
online, payment must be online, even 
accessing books in the library, we want 
to make it online so that our students 
can compete favourably outside the 
country. They are doing well now, 
but we want it to be better we need to 
upgrade the staff also. Like I told you, 
I inherited a lot of good things. But, 
we need to upgrade them and give 
them conducive environment to work. 
Research must go on and we need 
to upgrade it such that the students 
will do environmentally-relevant 
courses, so that we move further. We 
want to apply technology in all areas. 
There are quite a number of working 
class people, who cannot leave their 
jobs and come back to school, so we 
need to design courses they can fit 
into, we want to design Conversation 
Programmes and other things that 
will move them up without having to 
leave their jobs. If we are attractive to 
people on ground, they won’t go out. I 
was shocked when I got to Ghana; our 
people rush to Ghana and Ghana insti-
tutions are not better, I can say it any-
where, our standards are very good in 
this country. Some of our students here 
go to the University College in Ghana, 
and their private universities are not 
better than our own here, in fact, you 
can’t compare them with ours. 

  
Private universities’ owners and 

administrators have been clamouring 
for the extension of Tertiary Educa-
tion Trust Fund (TETFUND) to private 
universities for better academics and 
running of such universities, do you 
think this is necessary and to what 

extent will it affect tertiary education 
in this country?  

You are touching on a very sore 
point - TETFUND. When you think 
about that, you get a bit worried, it 
is a worrisome situation. Private and 
public universities are producing same 
set of graduates for the same economy, 
and you (government) decided that I 
will support this, I don’t need to sup-
port this, and at the end of the day, 
the two students will go to the same 
economy, they both contribute to 
the same economy. TETFUND has 
been grossly unfair to the private 
universities because we are in the 
same environment. Private universi-
ties need to be seen by government as 
assisting them, but they are looking at 
private universities as being a money-
making venture, No. It is a tripartite 
thing, the owners, the government 
and the parents. As at 2005, a student 
will spend almost N3 million per year, 
especially Engineering and Medical 
students, how much do we charge 
such students? At the end of the day, 
whatever he pays, you subtract, say 

N600,000 from N3 million, where 
do you get the balance? And there is 
no free lunch anywhere. If you scrap 
all private universities, where will 
students go to? We are always talking 
about foreign exchange, capital flight, 
it will be worse. So, government should 
change its perception towards private 
universities, we are working together. 
They should also know that private 
universities are consistent. When your 
children enter, you will know when 
they will finish the programmes, it 
does not happen in public universi-
ties. So, government should see us as 
assisting them in that area. How will 
students pay amounts that can cover 
our facilities? We need assistance, gov-
ernment should see owners of private 
universities as people that are assist-
ing them and they should assist the 
owners too. It is an issue government 
should look into. So, TETFUND must 
come out and assist private universities 
as they do to others. 

No doubt, Bells University of 
Technology is located in the midst 
of industries in Sango-Ota, Igbesa-

Agbara axis of Ogun State, and being 
the University of Technology, how has 
this impacted positively on industri-
alisation and industrial growth? 

We have a Committee called Bells 
University of Technology Industrial 
Co-operation (BUTICO) that is com-
mittee that takes care of that. We are 
well located within the industries all 
over the place; we are linking up with 
them. You can imagine our Mechanical 
Engineering producing parts for these 
industries. Once we know their needs, 
where do we get their parts from? That 
is the linkage I’m talking about. Quite a 
number of things they are importing, 
we can produce them if that linkage 
is there. Some industries already here; 
Flour Mills of Nigeria has been here to 
check what we do, how can we help 
them? Of recent, Five Alive brought 
its drinks here and we had to analyse 
it. The analysis was done in our labo-
ratories here, so that they can be sure 
of it being edible enough. These are the 
things we are doing. But, BUTICO still 
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We can help to reduce huge losses of 
FX to education annually if… - Bells VC
Jeremiah Oludele Ojediran, a professor of Agricultural Engineering and former deputy vice-
chancellor, Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomoso, is the newly-appointed 
Vice-Chancellor of the Bells University of Technology, Ota, Ogun State. In this interview 
with Razaq Ayinla, he proffers solutions to issues plaguing educational system, especially 
tertiary education. Excerpts: 

Continues on page 29

Jeremiah Oludele Ojediran



Guinness Nigeria reiterates 
commitment to local sourcing 
of raw materials

P
eter Ndegwa, 
managing di-
rector, Guin-
ness Nigeria 
Plc, has reit-

erated the company’s 
commitment to increase 
the use of local raw ma-
terials (LRM) such as 
sorghum and maize 
which have been part 
of its sourcing strategy 
for over a decade now. 
He also announced the 
company’s intention to 
raise the use of locally 
sourced raw materi-
als from 43percent to 
87percent over the next 
2 years.

Ndegwa, who made 
this known at the for-
mal commissioning of 
the water and sanitation 
project built and donat-
ed by Guinness Nigeria 
Plc to the Tyowanye 
Community in Buru-
ku Local Government 
Area of Benue State, 
noted that the move is 
in line with commit-
ments made by Diageo, 
Guinness Nigeria’s par-
ent company, to source 
80percent of raw ma-
terials used in its op-
erations in Africa locally 
by 2020. He expressed 
delight at the interest 

SundayBusiness

shown by the Benue 
State Government in 
this initiative.

The Tyowanye water 
scheme, which com-
prises two solar-pow-
ered boreholes and two 
blocks of VIP toilets and 
will benefit over 10,000 
people in the communi-
ty, is one of three major 
water schemes the com-
pany has delivered this 
year in collaboration 
with its NGO partners 
and is the 35th project 
Guinness Nigeria has de-

Palmchat partners Newseveryhour

P
opular dating 
and social net-
working app, 
Palmchat has 

entered an agreement 
with viral entertain-
ment cum human inter-
est online tabloid, New-
severyhour.com, and 
the two companies are 
now working together.

Pa l m c h at  w h i c h 
prides itself as building 
Africa’s biggest social 
network and currently 
boasts over 100 mil-
lion registered users 
of the app, now has 
a public account for 
newseveryhour.com on 
its front page, therefore 
affording its interested 
users access to the very 
engaging stories from 
the site.

“The Public Account 
platform is for few se-
lected companies to 
reach out to a large sec-
tion of Palmchat us-
ers across Nigeria and 
Africa. Afmobi Group 
producers of Palmchat 
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livered under its Water 
of Life initiative.

Speaking at the event, 
the Governor of Benue 
State, Samuel Ortom, 
stated that the state 
government would be 
delighted to further 
partner with Guinness 
Nigeria in the area of 
agriculture where the 
State, known as the food 
basket of the nation is 
able to provide all the ag-
ricultural inputs Guin-
ness Nigeria requires in 
its operations.

Ortom also expressed 
his gratitude over the 
newly constructed wa-
ter scheme. He stated 
that the water facility 
will support the govern-
ment’s drive to improve 
health and hygiene for 
Benue state citizens, 
adding that “as we know, 
water is life, so he who 
brings water brings 
life. Guinness Nigeria 
has brought ‘life’ to this 
community through 
this project and we are 
very grateful for this 
intervention’’. He en-
joined the community to 
protect the investment 
and use it judiciously 
to ensure its continued 
sustainability.

Peter Ndegwa, managing director, 
Guinness Nigeria Plc

Organisers reward legal excellence 
at Nigerian Legal Awards

T
he fourth edition of 
the prestigious Nige-
rian Legal Awards, 
which held recently, 

once again served as an av-
enue to rewards individuals 
and organisations who have 
performed excellently in 
the Nigerian legal profes-
sion. Incidentally, the event 
which coincided with the 
2016 Law Week of the Lagos 
branch of the Nigerian Bar 
Association, recorded a huge 
turn-out.

In his opening remarks, 
Lere Fashola, Publishers of 
ESQ Legal Practice magazine 
and convener of the awards, 
described the assemblage as 
an event to celebrate excel-
lence, professionalism and 
integrity of the Nigerian 
legal profession.

“Nothing brings us here 
again other than celebrat-
ing your huge impact to the 
growth of businesses and 
development of the nation’s 
economy.The history of the 
Nigerian Legal Awards is 
the history of transparency, 
credibility and openness. A 
lot of effort is being made 
yearly to ensure that the 
processes that produce win-
ners for each category of the 
Nigerian legal awards is, 
without compromise, open, 
transparent and clear”, he 
said.

According to him, over 
a thousand entries were 
received and the panel of 

judges critically assessed the 
deals, transactions, and proj-
ects which were contained 
in each of the entries.

Some of the dignitaries 
that graced the event were: 
Hon. Justice Ogungbesan of 
the Lagos State High Court of 
Justice; Kem Ihenacho, part-
ner/head of Africa Practice 
at Lathman and Watkins, 
UK;  Chris Utting, partner, 
White and Case UK; Adey-
emi Candide Johnson, man-
aging partner, Stratchan 
Partners and president, La-
gos Court of Arbitration, 
Dafe Akpedeye (SAN), part-
ner, Compos Mentis, Warri; 
FunkeAgbor (SAN), partner, 
ACAS-Law; Babatunde Fag-
bohunlu (SAN), partner, 
Aluko&Oyebode; Asue Ig-
hodalo, founding partner, 
Banwo&Ighodalo and Kofo 
Dosekun, partner, Aluko 
and Oyebode, among others.

In addition to its focus on 
the corporate lawyers and 
lawyers in private practice, 
this year’s edition beamed 
searchlight on young law-
yers who would shape the 
future of the legal profession 
in Nigeria. The awards in 
their variety and categories 
were received by reputable 
and deserving winners. The 
Editor’s merit award includ-
ed the Business Icon of the 
Year, which went to Yemi 
Adeola, MD/CEO, Sterling 
Bank Plc; while Lifetime 
Achievement awards were 

App is a sister company 
to Tecno Mobile and 
Infinix, as such the app 
comes pre-installed on 
all Tecno mobile devices 
sold all over Africa. We 
are very excited to have 
newseveryhour.com on 
board. Our partnership 
with the site is a result 
of careful research by 
our team after which 
we found out that the 
site is becoming very 
popular among many 
Internet users for its 
engaging p osts and 

unique style”, says King 
Oluwaseyi, Head Con-
tent Operations Afmobi 
Group.

Newseveryhour.com 
now joins the likes of 
Jumia, 360nobs, Gidi-
Africa, Checki, Boom 
player, Weddingdigest-
naija and a host of oth-
ers who are in part-
nership with Palmchat 
and taking advantage 
of the huge and grow-
ing network to connect 
and interact with their 
users.

given to Asue Ighodalo, part-
ner, Banwo&Ighodalo and 
chairman, Sterling Bank 
Plc.; Bayo Ojo, partner, Bayo 
Ojo& Co and former Attor-
ney General and Minister 
of Justice, Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, and Augustine 
Alegeh, partner, Alegeh& 
Co.

The award for the Legal 
Icon was given to retired 
Justice Emmanuel Ayoola, 
former chairman, Indepen-
dent Corrupt Practices and 
Other Related Offences 
Commission, ICPC. The law 
firm of the year award was 
won by Aluko&Oyebode, 
while the General Counsel 
of the Year went to Justina 
Lewa, general counsel and 
company secretary, Sterling 
Bank Plc.

In the other category 
awards, seven deserving 
lawyers won the Outstand-
ing Young Professional 
award, including Dapo 
Olanipekun SAN, partner, 
WoleOlanipekun& Co; Dol-
apo Kukoyi, partner, Detail 
Solicitors; Wolemi Esan, 
partner, Olaniwun Ajayi; 
Donna Obaseki-Ogunnaike, 
partner, Adepetun Caxton-
Martins, Agbor&Segun; 
Ozofu Ogiemudia, partner, 
UdoUdoma& Belo Osagie; 
Oludare Senbore, partner, 
Aluko&Oyebode and Ol-
amide Oladosu, general 
counsel, Rand Merchant 
Bank Plc.

R-L: Laide Adeyemo, managing associate, Jackson, Etti and Edu; Laide Adeyemo, Chinyere 
Okorocha, partner, Jackson, Etti and Edu, ; and Dafe Akpedeye, principal partner, Compos Mentis 
Chambers, during the 2016 Nigerian Legal Awards in Lagos recently.

L-R: Akinrinde Adewale, Sterling Bank Plc, group head, Propositions & Products: Francis .O. 
Alaneme, director, Industrial Development Department (IDD), representing Minister of Industry, 
Trade & Industrial; Victor Fodeke, director, Africa Clean Energy Summits; Samuel Wara, a professor 
and national dean, School of Postgraduate Studies, and Olawale Akinwumi, chief operating director, 
Africa Clean Energy Summits, at the National Solar Power Programme for MSMEs inception media 
chat & project roadmap presentation held in Sheraton, Lagos Hotel, Ikeja, recently. 
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Ladipo Memorial Lecture on Food security

 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

Property 
Logic

The Lagos State Property Protection Law 
2016 in perspective (2)

Akhigb e Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  Proper t yLogic 
Incorporated/Business Coach 
&  Seminar Speaker/Expert 
in Business & Property Law. 
/  E m a i l :  p r o p e r t y l o g i c .
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
prope r t ylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.

With Akhigbe Dominic

 …..continued from last edition:

I
t was always common for pur-
ported family agents to unlaw-
fully sell family property with-
out the consent of the head of 

the family. However, by virtue of 
the law, anyone who sells family 
property without the authority 
of the family head or sells govern-
ment land without the authority of 
the relevant government authority 
shall be liable to 21 (Twenty – One) 
years imprisonment. 

Due to the fact that many prop-
erty/estate agents and sometimes, 
lawyers, have been known to aid 
the sale and unlawful encroach-
ment of private property. Section 
9, prohibits professionals from 
aiding in conduct that constitute 
an offence under the law and such 
professionals shall be reported to 
the relevant bodies for misconduct 

T
he noble caus e of 
r e m e mb e r i n g  t h e 
worthy contributions 
of one of Nigeria’s past 
heroes in the food 

industry, Josephus Ladipo comes 
up every two years at the Biennial 
Lecture. The late erudite food 
technologist/agriculturist was 
at a time the managing director 
of Nigeria’s first indigenous 
manufacturing company, Lisabi 
Mills, Ibadan. Ably supported 
by the Nigerian Institute of Food 
Science and Technology (NIFST), 
FIIRO, Nutricima, Givaudan 
Flavours and Tantalizers, the 
lecture underlines the significance 
of valid concepts to policy making 
in the country.

That of the 8th edition held at 
the Agip Hall of Muson Centre, 
Onikan, Lagos, would remain 
memorable in the minds of those 
fortunate to have attended it. 
That is more so because of the 
relevance and resonance of the 
theme: “Transformation of Nigeria: 
Food Safety and Food Security as 
Veritable Tools”. It was delivered 
by Dr. A. Patrick, a representative 
of UNIDO’s Head of West African 
Quality Programme,  Fre d 
Gyamera Owusu. That message, 

a few years back, was and is still 
thought-provoking. In fact, it 
remains relevant to Nigerians 
today, especially because of the 
current economic recession.

It highlighted the need to 
nurture the nation’s industrial 
capacity which cannot b e 
underestimated. It would also 
minimise the monumental 
challenge of youth unemployment 
in Nigeria. To achieve this, Owusu 
called for the supply of stable 
electric power which could 
be facilitated using windmills 
in farms to act as the driving 
force for mechanised farming. 
Referring to the US agricultural 
development which is one of the 
largest industries in that country, 
he posited that the cheap food 
available to American citizens is 
traceable to this. Nigeria should 
therefore, borrow a leaf from this 
laudable project.

He allayed the fears of those 
who feel that the growing 
influence of bio-fuel production 
from food could adversely affect 
food security in the country. 
We could adopt the model of 
Japan which has efficiently 
structured the growth of food 
as those specifically meant for 
consumption as distinct from that 
meant for industrial use.

The lecture also focused on 
the apt definitions of food safety 
as different from food security by 

both the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) and the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). While food safety focuses 
on the scientific discipline of 
food handling, preparation and 
storage using the best practices to 
prevent food-borne diseases, food 
security refers to the availability 
of wholesome food with access 
to it by all and sundry. The truth 
therefore, is that all the countries 
in the world need both. However, 
even the US which is one of the 
worlds’ food producing countries 
has a figure of one out of six people 
that are “food insecure” including 
17 million children.

That explains why the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Agreement ensures the application 
of Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary 
Measures (SPS Agreement) as well 
as the Agreement on Technical 
Barriers to Trade (TBT). These 
have been specifically identified 
as the baseline for consumer 
protection in all countries. Also, 
the mandatory requirement to use 
Hazard Analysis and Critical Points 
(HACCP) systems by European 
buyers need to be considered by 
Nigeria’s food regulatory agencies.

He stressed the parameters of 
food safety as the prevention of 
food from being contaminated 
with pathogens from people, 
pets and pests. It also includes 
the separation of raw and cooked 
foods, adequate cooking of foods to 
kill off pathogens, storage at proper 
temperature and use of safe water 
and raw materials.

On safe foods, he gave the 
example of the European Project 
established in 2004 that deals 
with food safety promoting a 

new integrated risk analysis 
approach to foods as funded by 
the European Union. More than 
95 natural and social scientists 
are involved in the project, 
coming from 37 institutions in 
21 countries. While stressing that 
Codex standards have become the 
baseline for consumer protection 
WTO agreement on TBT and SPS 
control the importation of any 
product to protect human, animal 
and plant health. For instance, 
prompt action was taken when the 
recent outbreak of Escherichia coli 
in Germany was traced to Egypt.

A 2003 WHO Report stated 
that about 40 per cent of food 
poisoning attacks occur in 
homes. Giving examples from 
Australia and China, the lecturer 
emphasised on capacity training 
to get professionals to handle 
food processing and preservation. 
There should be strict adherence 
to quality standards and above 
all government’s enforcement 
through NAFDAC, SON while 
maximising synergy with UNIDO 
as pragmatic partners in food 
security and safety.

On her part,  the D G of 
FIIRO, Gloria Elemo cited the 
example of what Nigeria could 
generate annually from growing 
and processing cassava. She 
therefore, stressed that adequate 
food security would generate 
employment, reduce poverty 
especially at the rural areas and 
ensure what she canvassed as 
‘nutrition security’.

She equally praised the efforts 
of NIFST for working hand-in-
hand with FIIRO to achieve its 
mandate of food security through 
appropriate food processing and 

preservation techniques. These 
have become necessary for the 
government to achieve Vision 
20-2020 and sustainable MDGs. 
However, there was the need 
for both UNICEF and UNIDO to 
work closely with FIIRO which 
had offered useful advice to 
Lisabi Mills in the past.  And on a 
poignant note, she said that from 
the illustrious life of late Ladipo 
one should learn to do whatever 
one was doing with an abiding 
passion, as history would always 
be fair to such patriots.

It would be recalled that 
Ladipo wanted to be a medical 
doctor but veered into the food 
industry because of the death of 
his father who was the founder 
of Lisabi Mills. He went on to bag 
a First Class bachelors degree 
in agriculture from Montreal 
University, Canada, after which 
he went for his doctorate degree 
in Food Science and Technology 
from Cornell University, New 
York in 1973.

The late Ladipo was also 
an entrepreneur who guided 
his late father’s Lisabi Mills to 
the point of profitability. He 
contributed meaningfully to 
the entrepreneurship course in 
the BSC Chemical Engineering 
programme at the University 
of Lagos with the lecture paper: 
‘Establishing Small Scale Food 
Industries’. He also distinguished 
himself as a NIFSTER, a friend, 
colleague and a dependable 
associate. 

and appropriate actions. 
A popular provision of the Law 

is the section that prohibits that 
harassment of property owners by 
the ‘Omo onile’ groups and other 
hoodlums. Section 10, states that 
persons who act as agents and 
demand a fee in regard to construc-
tion on properties shall be commit-
ting an offence and liable to a fine of 
1(One) million naira and/or 2 (two) 
years imprisonment. 

 
The Law also establishes a task 

force to enforce the law and grants 
jurisdiction to the Special Offences 
Court and other courts. 

In other to prevent private per-
sons from taking laws into their 
hands, no law enforcement agent, 
vigilante group, ethnic, cultural or 
traditional militia shall have the 
right to enforce the law except in 

terms with the Sheriffs and Civil 
Process Act.  

However, like any other man 
made law, the PROPERTY Protec-
tion Law came with its own imper-
fection that seem to be raising dust 
among legally minded members of 
the public. One of such imperfec-
tions is contained in Section 11 of 
the Law. “That clause, which is 
included in that Section 11(1) says: 
The provision of this section shall 
not be interpreted to preclude 
land-owning families, under the 
authorisation of the family head, 
to demand customary fee for pos-
session (in the name of foundation 
level) from buyers, if that clause 
of the law is to be interpreted 
stricto censo, it means that the 
land-owning families are entitled 
to be collecting foundation fee and 
the conclusion  drawn from it is 
that collection of foundation fee is 
now legalised in Lagos State. The 
simple implication of this Section 

11(1) is that if Mr. A buys a plot of 
land today and he decides to sell it 
to Mr. B tomorrow; Mr. A had paid 
foundation fee before, Mr. B will 
also be expected to pay founda-
tion if he decides to pull down the 
building. Now, payment of founda-
tion fee here as stated, there is no 
specification as to the sum to be 
paid; whether one per cent or two 
per cent, it is not stated. For not 
stating it here, it leaves the buyer is 
abeyance and abuse. This section is 
a sore taste round this noble effort.

In the opinion of legally-minded 
persons, this section should be 
repealed or totally expunged. A 
family that has sold off a parcel 
of land has mitigated its right on 
that land; its right has been extin-
guished or vacated as far as that 
land is concerned.

The lawyer also observed that 
the section of the law is not specific 
as to how much the said “founda-
tion fee” should be and how many 
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times it would be paid. This there-
fore opens this section to abuse as 
it could be used as alibi to abuse the 
entire system.

In all, the enactment of this law 
brings succor to all lawful property 
owners in Lagos State and is highly 
welcome. No doubt the menace 
created would fizzle out with time. 
The government allayed the fear 
of possible non-implementation by 
setting up a taskforce to enforce this 
very popular law.
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M
ental excel-
lence is the 
development 
of our mental 

capacity and the optimal 
utilisation of its resources. 
Attaining and expressing 
mental excellence is the 
highway to fame, wealth, 
and fulfilment in life. Your 
mental productivity is di-
rectly connected to your 
mental aptitude.

Creation is a product of 
God’s mind. It is an expres-
sion of His mental ingenu-
ity. God created man with 
a mind to manifest amind-
set of excellence. However, 
there is an apparent inabil-
ity in man to maximise his 
mental capacity because 
the mind of man has been 
corrupted by the devil.

The bane of our world 
today is the corrupted 
mind of man. The door of 
the mind is open to inflow 
of either wisdom or fool-
ishness. The freedom of 
the mind is the gateway to 
the freedom of the world. 
For us to fully enjoy the 
benefits of our mental 
privileges, our minds must 
be liberated from the grips 
of the corruption of the 
devil through the word 
of God. Until your mind is 
fully liberated by the word 
of God, you cannot maxi-
mise your mental power. 
Success becomes inevi-
table when a man’s mind is 
transformed by the word 
of God to the extent that 
he can operate in the same 
thought wavelength with 
God by faith.

Attaining mental excel-
lence also involves mental 
development. Knowledge 
opens the door of success. 
Anything you know that 
others in a similar pro-
fession don’t know gives 
you an edge over them. 
If you are not balanced in 
knowledge, you cannot be 
balanced in life. Without 
skill you will lack the men-
tal and intellectual capac-
ity to move on to higher 
heights in any area of your 
endeavour. If you are not 
knowledgeable enough 
in the area of your vision, 
dreams, aspirations, min-

istry, or business, you will 
not excel in it. Competence 
and mastery is a must for 
any person who wants to 
succeed in life. You cannot 
know something, until 
you try to know it. When 
you go for knowledge, you 
grow in success.

The mind of man is the 
amphitheatre of human 
activities. It would also 
be worthwhile for me to 
state that success is a func-
tion of the inclinations 
of a person’s thought life. 
The output of a man’s life 
is the manifestation of 
what transpired inside 
his thought system. If you 
think success, your actions 
will be tilted towards hav-
ing success and vice versa. 
According to Napoleon 
Hill, “Every man is what 
he is because of the domi-
nating thoughts which 
he permits to occupy his 
mind.”

When you garnish 
your mind with success 
thoughts, your body will 
release the internal metab-
olism required to energise 
you towards its accom-
plishment.

There is an underlin-
ing factor that is worthy 
of mention in this dis-
course. With reference to 
the words of Jesus Christ 
in Matthew12:35. It says, 
“A good man out of the 
good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things: 
and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things.” Your 
having true success in life 
is determined by this fact. 
You either attain mental 
excellence and have good 
results or have a mediocre 
and evil mindset and get 
bad results. Your nature 
determines your result. 
You cannot produce what 
is inconsistent with the 
nature of what you sowed.

My dear reader what 
kind of mindset do you 
have? Good or evil? If you 
want to have good trea-
sure in your heart that 
will give you good success, 
then your heart must be 
submitted to Jesus Christ 
for transformation.

 

Excellent life

Attaining mental 
excellence

C
ontinuing from 
where we stopped 
on our discussions 
on demand model 

marketplace business suc-
cess principles we started 
last week. Salient Features 
of Uber - A user can tap his 
smartphone and call a cab 
at his location. The driver 
has the option to accept 
or reject a ride. If driver 
accepts the ride, driver 
details are sent to the cus-
tomer along with ETA. 
The customer can track 
the driver as he arrives 
to his location. The driver 
can also track the exact lo-
cation of the customer and 
reach his exact location. 
The payment procedure is 
handled by Uber. In some 
countries like India, Uber 
has even started accepting 
cash payments which are 
paid directly to the driver. 
Uber business model had a 
rating system in place for 
driver’s right from begin-
ning, where a customer 
can rate the driver after 
his ride.

 Value propositions 
(benefits/advantages to 
customers) - No need to 
wait for a taxi for long 
times. Free rides on certain 
occasions and discounts 
from time to time. Prices 
lesser than the normal taxi 
fares.Uber’s tagline says 
– Your personal driver. It 
lets customers travel in 
style. Fixed prices for com-
mon places like Airport 
etcetra.

 Benefits/advantages 
to partners - Additional 
source of income. Flexible 
working schedules. Can 
work part time or sim-
ply whenever they like. 
Easy payment procedure. 
Those who love to drive 
can earn money while 
pursuing their hobby. 
Uber pays drivers to be 
online, even if they don’t 
get any request.

 Customer segments - 
Customers for Uber are 
those who: do not own a 
car, do not want to drive 
themselves to a party or 

function. Like to travel 
in style and want to be 
treated as a VIP. Want a 
cost-efficient cab at their 
doorstep.

Uber has such a vast 
customer segment that it 
has got something on offer 
for everyone. From Uber 
Taxis to Uber Black and 
from Uber X to Uber SUV, 
the company has got a vast 
range for its customers to 
make a choice.

Uber serves profession-
als as they hire an Uber cab 
to and fro work. For this 
Uber did few tie-ups with 
corporates in the begin-
ning and does so when it 
launches in a new city in 
a new country. Apart from 
professionals, Uber tries to 
touch hearts of people by 
offering special services 
like:

Uber for Kids: A special 
service from Uber dedicat-
ed for parents who want 
their kids to reach home 
from school in an Uber cab.

Uber for Senior Citi-
zens: Another special ser-
vice from Uber where it 
targets senior citizens. As 
per the statistics, Senior 
citizens make for up to 
30percent to 40percent 
of total rides in many cit-
ies. This made Uber have 
some special features for 
seniors and hence attract 
more senior citizens on 
the platform. Even fortune 
magazine featured why 
senior citizens are flocking 
to Uber.

All this might raise 
another question in your 
mind. The question about 
how does Uber find them 
or how does it market 
out to its target audience. 
Res earches have gone 
beyond Uber business 
model and came up with 
an entire growth model 
of Uber.

We have just begun 
this discourse; it shall be 
entrenched in the weeks 
to come. Send me an SMS/
WhatsApp message or Call 
for more details and train-
ing opportunities.

Uberising your enterprise 
- How it works: Insights 
into the business & revenue 
model (2)

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.

co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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What not to do when 
victory seems lost

Y
ou will bear me 
w i t n e s s  t h at 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
losses in life and 
business can be 

a very difficult situation to 
cope with. Many people are 
in the hospital because of 
one loss or the other, while 
others have even committed 
suicide for the same reason. 
Lives have ebbed away for 
many because of losses and 
it appears justifiable.

Of course, losing has to 
be dreaded. Just imagine 
you have put in your best, 
toiled so hard, endured so 
much stress, only to be told 
that all your effort was in 
futility. I am not sure there 
is any mortal man that 
will be smiling or excited 
at such a time. Not even 
David (the man after God’s 
heart) and his mighty men 
could handle it. He was on 
a mission to defend the 
trust that his benefactor 
had in him; he was turned 
back without being able 
to prove his loyalty. The 
state of their minds was 
not known as a result of 
the turn down they had 
received. However, on get-
ting back to their camp, 
they discovered that it had 
been raided, and all their 
families and goods carried 
away. This was the height 
of their troubles. They 
broke down and began to 
weep terribly. Whatever 
could make mighty men of 
war like these to cry must 
possess enormous power.

I can tell you that the rea-
son why they could not help 
but cry was because they 
felt all hope was lost, help 
was not in sight and the fu-
ture looked bleak. The enor-
mity of the entire situation 
and hopelessness of it all 
broke them all down. It was 
recorded that David had 
never lost a battle, and he 
had resolveda national prob-
lem by helping to kill Goliath 
and many others. Despite all 
of these as achievement and 
accomplishments he broke 
down in the face of this 
loss. Whatever it was that 
happened then, is still hap-
pening now and scriptures 
say that these were written 
for our own example. I don’t 
know how you can pacify a 
man that borrowed money 
from the bank with high 
expectations of paying back 

only for him to lose out in the 
entire deal (due to no fault of 
his). Oh boy!!! You have to be 
super human to survive such 
an ordeal. What about the 
business woman that bought 
goods when the exchange 
rate was normal only for a 
new government to come in 
and dollar went hay-wire and 
every profit got eroded, not a 
pleasant experience also.

But how did David handle 
it, who would have believed 
that what befell him could 
happen to a person of his 
pedigree? He stepped out of 
the natural and entered into 
the supernatural to receive 
encouragement and direction 
and he was spared the agony 
of loss. There are many ways 
of escape for us all as children 
of God if we are ready to be 
“willing and obedient” (Isaiah 
1:19).

We all have challenges 
and failures in different 
forms that arise in our so-
journ in life, which would 
definitely take us down if 
we do not know how to 
handle them. As a child of 
God you are still a winner in 
the sight of apparent defeat 
or loss. Even though VIC-
TORY seems lost, it is still 
not over if we know what it 
takes. Now clean your eyes 
and open it wide and receive 
understanding!  There is a 
place in God where when 
we release our loss and give 
God room to work, we come 
back with gain. Every wise 
man that ever walked in 
this life and had intimate 
relationship with the Father 
has been to such place in 
God. Where they exchanged 
their weakness for strength, 
they exchanged their fool-
ishness for wisdom and 
their losses for gain. They 
were greatly celebrated in 
life and in death because of 
this decision.

This is our ADVANTAGE 
as believers in the market 
place. Do not give in to dis-
couragement, anxiety or 
worry because they have 
come to steal our faith in the 
help of God and to deny us of 
the resurrection power of the 
Almighty. Receive encour-
agement from God, rejoice at 
the sight of losses, and agree 
with God that there shall be 
no miscarriage and you will 
return back with great gain 
like David and his men did.

Remain blessed.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics
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How Goldberg is upholding cultural 
activities to boost brand equity

N
igerian Breweries 
Plc has deliber-
ately aligned vari-
ous brands from 
its stable with dif-

ferent social activities in the 
society. For instance, Gulder 
is synonymous with famous 
Gulder Ultimate Search; Star is 
associated with Star Trek; Life 
promotes talent in business; 
Maltina is sponsoring Maltina 
Teacher of the year and Gold-
berg is behind cultural activi-
ties and it has identified with 
Osun Osogbo and Ojude Oba 
fiesta in Ijebu Ode and others.

  In the last few years, 
Goldberg has remained in 
the forefront of promoting 
African culture through the 
sponsorship of major tradi-
tional events. As at the last 
count, the brand has associ-
ated with not less than five 
of such events in Nigeria. 
However, its annual spon-
sorship of the popular of 
Osun Osogbo and Ojude Oba 
fiesta in Ijebu Ode, appears 
to be the most celebrated. 
Other notable ones are Oran-
yan festival and Udiroko fes-
tivals in Ile Ife and Ado Ekiti 
respectively.

 As a unifying factor, cul-
ture has been used extensive-
ly by promoters of businesses 
and great brands to appeal to 
the hearts of targeted consum-
ers. Aside celebrating human 
values and heritage, sponsor-
ship of cultural activities cre-
ates emotional connection be-
tween brands and the people. 
For Goldberg, the platform has 
been identified as a means to 
celebrate and respect the cul-
ture of its target audience. For 
instance, the beer brand, has 
continued to throw its weight 
behind major culture and tra-
ditional activities in the South 
West region, and has become 
the official beer sponsor of the 
Ojude Oba Festival of Ijebu-
land.

 Today, the cordial rela-
tionship that exists between 
Ijebuland and Goldberg beer 
has become a reference point 
when discussing how Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
can deepen brand equity. 

This explains why the 
Awujale and Paramount rul-
er of Ijebuland, Alaiyeluwa 
Oba Sikiru Kayode Adetona, 
commended Goldberg for its 
support for traditional institu-
tions, typified by its support 
for the 2016 Ojude Oba Fes-
tival which held recently in 
Ijebu Ode, Ogun State.

 Oba Adetona, who gave the 
commendation while receiv-
ing a team of Goldberg offi-
cials, who were in Ijebu-Ode to 
pay homage to the monarch at 
his palace during the festival 
recently, noted that “nothing 
binds us more in unity than 
celebrating our aged beliefs 
and values.”

 He added that “Goldberg 
is, indeed, a true brand for al-
ways recognizing who we are 
as a people and celebrating 
with us.”

 The Awujale gave his 
royal blessings and made pro-
nouncements that Goldberg 
will reap good fruits for mak-
ing the Ojude Oba festival a 
befitting one. He showered 
praises on the brand and Nige-
rian Breweries Plc for strongly 
backing culture and tradition 
thereby helping to ensure an 
enduring legacy, stressing that 
Goldberg has made innumer-
able contributions to the over-
all growth and development of 
the festival.

 Public Affairs Manager, 
West and Mid-West, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc,Tayo Adelaja, 
had expressed gratitude to 
the Kabiyesi and the people 
of Ijebu for finding Goldberg a 
worthy partner for the Ojude 
Oba festival.

 He said: “We shall continue 
to contribute to make festivals 
like Ojude Oba more befitting 
for the people.”

 Accompanied by Funso 
Ayeni, senior brand manager, 

Various brands deliberately engage in different social supporting activities with 
expectation of positive rub off on the brands. This report  takes a critical look at efforts 
being made by brand owners of Goldberg, from the stable of Nigerian Breweries to 
encourage African culture through the sponsorship of major traditional events.

contemporary times has be-
come very responsive to social 
trends, while retaining the 
tradition of having different 
age groups come to entertain 
and renew their loyalty to the 
traditional ruler, Oba Adetona, 
CFR, JP Ogbagba II. Each age 
group created a spectacle at 
the expansive lawn that sepa-
rated the King and his guests 
from the crowd, which has 
made the festival an inspiring 
one.

  In the same way, the brand 
has in its continuous effort to 
promote and sustain cultural 
and traditional values and in-
stitutions, joined hands with 
the royal fathers and natives 
of Osun State to make the an-
nual Osun Osogbo Festival a 
“befitting festival”.

  Speaking while preparing 
for the 2016 edition, Adelaja 
had stated that the company 
was committed to partnering 
with the organisers of the fes-
tival, an age-old festival that 
continues to put Nigeria on the 
world tourism map.

He said: “This partnership 
is consummated in the cul-
tural ethos of the Yorubas 
because it is one between 
two historical brands: Osun 
Osogbo, a 600-year-old fes-
tival that truly reflects the 
traditional culture of the Yo-
ruba race and Goldberg, the 
fastest growing beer brand in 
the South Western region of 
Nigeria.”

Adelaja also stated that as a 

socially responsible organiza-
tion, Nigerian Breweries has 
been good partners with peo-
ple from the region and will 
remain committed to winning 
with Nigeria by championing 
causes that add value to the so-
ciety such as the Osun Osogbo 
Festival.

“We have made a commit-
ment to deliver superior cus-
tomer value through our prod-
ucts and social responsibility 
footprints,” he said.

Like Awujale, the Ataoja of 
Osogbo, Oba Jimoh Oyetunji 
Olanipekun Larooye II, com-
mended Nigerian Breweries 
Plc for taking its social respon-
sibility footprints with keen 
interest that add value to so-
ciety.

 Looking back, it can easily 
be concluded that the partner-
ship between the beer brand 
and the various festivals may 
be yielding bountiful benefits 
for the brand, as findings re-
veal that its sales volume has 
since risen in the market.  For 
instance, in Osun , Ogun, Oyo, 
and Ekiti State, Goldberg popu-
larity is said to have soared as 
a result of its support for cul-
tural activities. 

Considering the place of 
Osun Osogbo festival in Yo-
ruba culture, the support be-
ing given to the brand is not 
unexpected. Over 600 years 
on, the Osun Osogbo Festival, 
to a large extent has contin-
ued immensely to promoting 
the culture, tradition, art and 
identity of Yoruba race. The 
Osun grove is a sacred forest 
sitting on 75 hectares of land 
along the banks of the Osun 
River, which is located on the 
outskirt of Osogbo, capital of 
Osun State.

In the 17th Century, human 
beings were said to have come 
to populate Osogbo and moved 
the emerging geographical 
landmass away from the pre-
dominance of spirits and fair-
ies when Oba Larooye came 
from Ipole-Omu to settle along 
the bank of River Osun.

After the fall of the old 
Oyo Empire, Osogbo became 
a refugee town for people flee-
ing Fulani forces. As a result, 
Osogbo increased in popula-
tion largely due to migration 
from other Yoruba towns. 
The Fulani attacks on Osogbo 
were repelled and as a result, 
Osogbo became the symbol 
of pride for all the Yorubas 
and was given the appellation 
“OrokiAsala”, meaning a safe 
heaven.

Mainstream Brands, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc, and other team 
members, he prayed for long 
reign on the throne for the 
Kabiyesi.

An age group leader, Egbe 
Bobayo Okunrin Akile Ijebu,  
Daodu Ishola, said that the 
Ijebus will always cherish 
their age-long traditions and 
respect others who do so. 
He showered encomium on 
the sponsors for making the 
festival a truly befitting fes-
tival, particularly to “Gold-
berg lager, Asa Eni Iyi, for 
your affinity with culture 
and tradition and for sup-
porting our heritage.”

 As part of the brand’s ac-
tivities supporting the festival, 
it opened its beer village at the 
Ijebu township stadium which 
ran for 12 days, from the 5th to 
16th September 2016, where 
natives and visitors to the city 
alike frequently visited for  
refreshment, entertained and  
networked with one another 
on social, cultural and eco-
nomic levels. The indigenes 
expressed excitement about 
the beer village as they looked 
forward to the closing ceremo-
ny where lots of household 
items like Plasma TVs, gen-
erators, bags of rice, vegetable 
oil are to be won, courtesy of 
Goldberg, were won.

At the one day festival, 
glowing tributes were paid to 
the founding fathers of the Ije-
bu who instituted the ancient 
festival of unity that even in 



‘We’re preaching Jesus Christ to 
the world through Run Alpha’ 

E
vangelism, according to the 
scripture, is every believer’s 
responsibility. However, 
when faced with the de-
manding challenge of the 

present-day realities, it is expected 
that believers will strategize in taking 
the gospel message to those inside and 
outside the church but with no per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ.

It is in light of this that Run Alpha 
comes in handy as a tool for effective 
evangelism in the church by Chris-
tians who are willing to answer the 
Master’s call and command: “Go ye into 
the world and preach the gospel.”

The Run Alpha tool did not get into 
Nigeria on its own. It came into the 
country through a renowned church 
administrator, who was trained as a 
surgeon before joining the Nigerian 
Navy where he rose to the rank of 
Rear-Admiral. He retired from the Ni-
gerian Navy to join the clergy in the 
Church of Nigeria, Anglican Commu-
nion, and rose to be the provost of the 
Cathedral Church of Christ, Marina.   

Very Reverend Dr. Yinka Omo-
lolu, retired provost of the Cathedral 
Church of Christ, Marina, Lagos and 
immediate past chairman of Alpha 
Nigeria came in contact with Alpha in 
the year 2002, when he attended the 
Alpha conference in England and on 
his return to Nigeria in the year 2003, 
he started the first Alpha course in Ni-
geria in the Cathedral. Afterwards, the 
Cathedral set up a board and he be-
came the first chairman of the board of 
Alpha in Nigeria. So, from that moment 
on, courses on Alpha started spreading 
across many churches, denominations 
in all youth churches and other areas 
in Nigeria.

“Officially, Alpha started in Nigeria 
in 2010 when the office was initiated. 
A lot of people have been running Al-
pha in different courses, but then we 
came together to say, how can we re-
ally help the churches? If we want to 
reach people who will be interested, 
we need an office, and so in 2010 it 
started officially,” said the clergyman 
regarding how Alpha Nigeria started.

The journey from 2010 till date can 
be better described as great and chal-
lenging for Alpha because participants 
at Run Alpha conference are living tes-
timonials of the transforming power 
of God through the Alpha tool. Some of 
them were at one point in time in pris-
on and today they are out. One of them 
was actually given a pardon because 
of his change of attitude, what hap-
pened within him. God transformed 
his life. But beyond prisons, in schools, 
in churches, there are also lots of testi-
monials.

“Beyond that, you will notice some 
churches are getting to bond and re-
ally getting to know each other with 
the passion to really drive and do what 
they were called to do, which is to 
evangelize. It comes with a great zeal 
and I feel that is the great thing that 
looks very encouraging,” he said.

The Worshippers

“But besides that, the challenges are 
there because some churches still feel 
it has come to take what they are do-
ing, that it is completely new and they 
don’t want to go out of what they are 
doing,” he added.                                                                                                            

When asked if the Run Alpha tool 
can help unite the church in Nigeria, 
the clergyman again answered in the 
affirmative, hinging this positive re-
sponse on the fact that on Alpha, no 
one talks about denomination.

“You talk about Jesus Christ and 
His church, what the church is doing. 
Alpha provides answers to questions 
like who is Jesus, why did he die, how 
can I know him, how can I receive 
the Holy Spirit, how can I hear from 
God? So, they all come together, no-
body talks about his church. It’s after 
we finish the teachings that you now 
go to your own church and then give 
them your own doctrine on what the 
Catholic Church believes, what the 
Anglican Church believes, and all 
that. But on Alpha, we try to be one,” 
he said.

“On Alpha, the teachings are fo-
cused on the person of Jesus and some 
other part of the teachings that touch-
es on the trinity, especially the Holy 
Spirit. We call it the Holy Spirit aware 
day that deals with the topic of who is 
the Holy Spirit, what does it do, how 
can we receive the Holy Spirit? And 
this section is so key to the entire pro-
gramme because the power of trans-
formation comes from the Holy Spirit 
and there are testimonies about how 
people’s lives have been transformed 
through this Holy Spirit aware day,” he 
said.

But why set out a day or call it Holy 
Spirit aware day? Omololu explained 
that the reason is that te Holy Spirit is 
the force behind transformation in the 
church.

“For example, even in Christian-
ity we know so much about God the 
Father, we know so much about God 
the Son, but we don’t pay close atten-
tion to God the Holy Spirit, and when 
Jesus was leaving, He said, “I will send 
you the Holy Spirit, the helper”. The 
Holy Spirit is the helper, it’s the one the 
church looks to. Jesus is no longer with 
us, the Holy Spirit in us teaches us all 
things,” he said.   

“Imagine a church filled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, imagine the 
work such a church would perform in 
the name of the Holy Spirit, and imag-
ine the number of souls that would be 
won into the church daily, because it is 
the power of God unto righteousness,” 
he said.

As a popular Christian hymn 
says in one of its verses, “Christ re-
ceiveth sinful men, even me with all 
my sin; purged from every spot and 
stain, heaven with Him I enter in.” 
Another verse of that same hymn 
says, “Come, and He will give you 
rest; trust Him, for His word is plain; 
He will take the sinful-est; Christ re-
ceives sinful men”.

Some believe that the classical and 
conservative nature of the doctrines of 
the Anglican, Catholic and other ortho-
dox churches in particular may clash 
with this Alpha tool on the teaching of 
the church. But Very Rev. Omololu is of 
a contrary view.

“There are different forms of Alpha; 

that is, Alpha for youth, Alpha for pris-
ons, Alpha for old people, Alpha in the 
work place. It includes all things. So, 
when a church adopts Alpha, the one 
for the youth will focus on the youth 
in the church, the one for the adult will 
focus on the adult in the church on 
evangelical purposes. So we encourage 
and urge our members to run Alpha in 
their workplace,” he said.            

Another Christian hymn says, 
“Christ our mighty captain leads 
against the foe; we will never falter 
when He bids us go, though His righ-
teous purpose we may never know, yet 
we’ll follow all the way. Satan’s fear-
ful onslaughts cannot make us yield; 
while we trust in Christ our buckler 
and shield, pressing ever on the spirit’s 
sword we wield, and we follow all the 
way.”

However, it is the all quickening fire 
of the Holy Spirit in a Christian that 
transforms a man’s life into what is 
captured in another hymn which says, 
“Come, Holy Ghost all-quickening fire; 
come, and my hallowed heart inspire, 
sprinkled with the atoning blood; now 
to my soul thyself reveal, thy mighty 
working let me feel and know that I 
am born of God.”

As the world continues to go adrift, 
the world is eager to hear about Jesus, 
the power and the only message of the 
church. But how can they hear about 
the Jesus that is not preached about? 
How can they know about the power 
of the cross and resurrection that is not 
spoken about? Or how do they accept 
a Christ that has not been preached? 
The is the gap the Alpha tool has come 
to fill.
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T
he biggest barrier to 
happiness is associat-
ing with miserable 
and angry people. 
Miserable people 

must justify their misery; they 
will make you miserable at 
any cost because that’s the 
only thing they are good at.

My name is Emmanuel 
Okonkwo; I’m 38 years old and 
a proud father of two lovely 
boys. I grew up in a polyga-
mous home and I’m the third 
in a family of thirteen chil-
dren.

My father married my 
mother and when she could 
not bear him a son, my father 
married another wife but as 
fate would have it, mother had 
a son before my stepmother 
could give birth to one. In all, 
my mother had eight children 
while my stepmother had five 
children.

One would think my father 
had enough money to take 
care of the number of children 
he was having but the money 
he had could barely take care 
of him. Gradually, my father 
pushed his duty to provide 
for the family to his wives. 
So, each wife took care of her 
children. My mother was an 
industrious woman,

she still is and never on any 
occasion at least to my hear-
ing did she complain about 
being made to shoulder all 
the responsibilities. To be fair 
to my father, he made efforts 
to provide especially during 
festive seasons. He would give 
each one a specific amount 
of money depending on the 
number of mouths they had to 
feed.

Unlike polygamous homes 
that are always at logger-
heads, mine was different. 
It was almost difficult to tell 
that my stepsiblings weren’t 
my direct siblings because we 
related fine. The wives never 
fought; they probably saw 
nothing to fight about.

I attended Constitution 
Crescent Primary School 
in Aba and that was a fine 
school at that time but when 
the number children at home 
increased, the responsibility 
became too much for my par-
ents, to bear coupled with the 
fact that money wasn’t flow-
ing in as before because my 
father’s business was shaky.

Upon completing my pri-
mary education, I proceeded 
to Ngwa High School for my 
secondary education. I stud-
ied well but I never forgot 
what I wanted to get out of it. 
No, I had no plans of studying 

any further. I just wanted to 
be literate enough to venture 
into any business and make a 
huge success out of it.

My father was a business-
man but not a successful 
one and that was not what I 
wanted to be. He made little 
to cater for his battalion of 
children and most times, I 
could see why the wives nev-
er got mad at him. My mother 
told me he was a generous 
man and would give his last 
to make everyone happy but 
he no longer had that much 
to give and besides ours was 
a large family, too large for 
someone on my father’s level 
of income.

On the other hand, my 
mother was a petty trader and 
she prepares the best African 
salad I have ever tasted in my 
life and with the proceeds; 
she ensured that her children 
never went a day without 
food in addition to providing 
other basic needs. She encour-

aged us to dream, promising to 
make those dreams come true 
and she did.

I wanted to be a business-
man and I ended up being one. 
I would not say I’m as success-
ful as I would have wanted to 
be but I’m way better than my 
father at least that’s progress. 
I live in my own house and I 
have servants at my beck and 
call. My elder sister’s dream 
was to become a nurse and 
she achieved that. Although, 
she is not a professional nurse, 
she owns a chemist shop in 
Enugu where she resides with 
her husband and I hear the 
business is booming. My elder 
brother was doing well too as 
a teacher.

We all reached our set ob-
jectives with the exception of 
my younger brother, Richard, 
not because he was a dullard 
or too lazy but because he 
died before his dream could 
be fulfilled. His death was a 
painful one and the manner 

he died was even more pain-
ful than his death. I can re-
member quite vividly the day 
the news of his death broke 
out as if it was just yesterday 
but it’s over ten years now.

This story is not about 
me but about my younger 
brother, Richard whose life 
was snuffed out when he was 
in the prime of his life.

Richard was a promising 
young man. He wanted to 
be a lawyer and we knew he 
could be that because he was 
extremely intelligent. With 
Rich, as we fondly called him, 
it was never a dull moment. 
He had this infectious laugh-
ter and was far too kind. He’s 
always ready to render assis-
tance when he could. These 
qualities and much more 
endeared him to the hearts of 
many which meant that he 
had so many fans.

October 17th would al-
ways remain a sad day in my 
family. It was the day Richard 

‘I’m yet to get over it, seeing my innocent 
brother slaughtered by Bakassi boys’

was gruesomely murdered 
by the then Bakassi boys that 
terrorised the state. Richard 
was undergoing extramural 
classes in preparation for his 
JAMB examination when 
this sad incident occurred. 
His WAEC result which was 
out the months before was 
excellent so in a bid to make 
sure he hit the cutoff mark 
for Law which was always as 
high, he  enrolled for extra 
coaching. 

Richard had just come in 
from extramural lectures 
that fateful day and was 
famished. So, he stormed 
into the kitchen to see what 
was cooking. The food was 
far from being ready and 
mother told him to be patient 
but Richard decided to get 
something outside to quench 
his hunger.

Thirty minutes after Rich-
ard stepped out of the house, 
a neighbour’s son rushed in 
to tell my mother that Rich-
ard was in the hands of the 
deadly Bakassi boys.

“What for?” my mother 
queried as she quickly put off 
the light from the stove but 
before the boy could respond, 
I was already out in the 
streets. The crowd outside 
showed me the way and I ran 
as fast as my legs could carry 
me with my mother trailing 
behind. I pushed my way 
through the crowd and from 
a distance; I saw Richard 
wailing uncontrollably while 
the young man who stood 
beside him, wore a hard look.

Before I got to where my 
brother was standing, I saw 
him fall on the ground. On 
getting to the place where 
he was, I saw these men 
butchering Richard into tiny 
pieces. I was both shocked 
and confused. I know Bakassi 
men were after criminals 
but Richard was no criminal. 
What could have happened? 
I wondered as tears gushed 
down my face.

Someone in the crowd of-
fered some explanation. They 
told me that the young man 
who was standing beside 
Richard had told the Bakassi 
men that Richard was his ac-
complice and the men came 
after Richard. I was speech-
less but there was nothing 
more I could do at that mo-
ment rather than to prevent 
my mother from catching a 
glimpse of the mutilated body 
of his son but she was faster 
than I was. That night was 
a sad one in my family. Till 
date, I have not been able to 
get that horrible picture of 
Richard’s death off my mind.

CHINWE AGBEZE

ThisLife
chinweagbeze@yahoo.com (08183632017)
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A
jegunle, popu-
larly called 
AJ City, is 
arguably one 
of the most 

pronounced high density 
slums known not only 
in Africa but across the 
world. This city, which is 
located in Ajeromi Local 
Government Area of 
Lagos, is also known as 
a crisis-prone axis in the 
state. Funny enough, it is 
one of the places which 
when mentioned, you can 
see the faces of people 
change instantly.

Ajegunle’s uniqueness 
lies in the fact that it is a 
concentration of all the 
many ethnic groups in 
Nigeria. It is bordered on 
the west by Apapa Wharf 
and Tin Can, two of Nige-
ria’s biggest seaports from 
where over 70 percent 
of imported goods are 
brought into the country.

This community, 
which in Yoruba parlance 
means “wealth has landed 
here”, also means differ-
ent things to different 
folks. To some it is an area 
filled with filthiness and 
criminal tendencies, while 
others think it’s the noisi-
est ghetto.

Unemployment, crime 
and gambling are at their 
peak in AJ City as young 
boys and girls roam the 
streets in thousands. They 
roam because they don’t 
have jobs and many are 
either out of or school 
dropouts.

An early morning 
visit to a local food vendor 
around the Hausa line 
axis of the area would 
reveal adults as well as 
children lined up to buy 
food for breakfast because 
for the adults, most of 
them would rather buy 
food than cook.

“My sister, it is easy and 
faster for us. No need to 
start going through the 

Life in AJ City
BeatTheStreet

Sunday 23 October 2016 SUNDAYBD 37

PEACE ASOH OBEWU

C002D5556

usual kitchen process. 
We cook in the evening,” 
says a woman at the food 
point.

That is the norm. But 
there are some mothers, 
though, who hate this act 
because they believe it is 
bad for children to grow 
up with this mentality of 
patronising food vendors 
on a daily basis with its 
attendant health implica-
tions.

In every nook and 
cranny of Ajegunle, one 
can clearly see young 
boys sitting in groups 
discussing all manner of 
issues. Football, fashion, 
how to make easy money, 
women, booze and sex are 
usually the most common 
topics. You will hardly 
hear them discuss educa-
tion.

These boys who still 
live with their parents 
have taken to gambling 
just to provide their needs 
and make quick money. 
The usual ‘Baba Ijebu’ 
(gambling) points and oth-
er betting spots, including 
Sports Bet which is now 
rampant, are patronised 
by the youths mostly, 
along with some of their 
parents who believe that 
quick money can come 
from gambling.

The most bizarre thing 
now prevalent is that 
many people patronise lu-
natics and other mentally 
challenged individuals to 
get winning numbers.

“When they win, 
you will know, because 
the bar around them 
will be filled. They will 
invite their friends and 
girlfriends, and they will 
drink till midnight. The 
following day, they will 
continue. If the winning 
is huge, you will not see 
them around. They go 
clubbing,” says Deola Ad-
ekoya, a trader who sells 
alcoholic beverages along 
the road.

“You will also know 
when the money is about 

to finish. You won’t see 
them at beer parlours 
again. There is also a place 
where you find young 
boys smoking the local 
weed and something they 
refer to as SK. The rate of 
drug abuse is high and bad 
in situations where cough 
syrup is used as sleeping 
pills,” Adekoya adds.

But Ajegunle isn’t 
just about the bad and 
the terrible. Many great 
things have happened in 
the area, and more are still 
happening. Today, Aje-
gunle has the remarkable 
repertoire of musicians 
who, against all odds, 
have made great strides 
in contemporary Nigeria 
such that it is a force to be 
reckoned with for the vi-
brant musical culture that 
emanated from there.

AJ City is also famous 
for producing some of the 
country’s finest broad-
casters and disc jockeys 
who went on to become 
household names in the 
entertainment industry. 
It also produced many 
notable footballers, in-
cluding world-renowned 
stars like Samson Siasia, 
Watford striker Odion 
Ighalo, former Super 

Eagles defender Taribo 
West, Emmanuel Amu-
nike, Tarila Okorowanta, 
among others.

In AJ, football is played 
in every home. From the 
youngest to the oldest, the 
knowledge of the game 
is not lacking and you 
see children kicking all 
manner of objects, just as 
parents encourage their 
children to play the game. 
On days for the state-
declared environmental 
sanitation, rather than 
engage in the cleanup of 
their homes and sur-
roundings, it is football on 
all streets.

They play not just for 
fun. For serious football 
games, Maracana and 
Navy fields are the main 
venues, where the mock 
Nations’ Cup is being 
hosted on a yearly basis, 
an event that has wit-
nessed notable names like 
Samson Siasia and Henry 
Nwosu, among others, 
and organised by Law-
rence Alabrah.

Hard to believe, but the 
entertainment industry 

also has some notable AJ 
stars, like Daddy Showkey, 
Oritse Femi, Daddy Fresh, 
Baba Fryo, Kcee, movie 
producer Linus Idahose, 
two of Nigeria’s biggest 
producers Don Jazzy and 
Mastercraft, and many 
others produced from this 
hood.

Wowo Ogaga is one 
young man who grew up 
in Ajegunle to become a 
renowned photographer 
in the Nigeria. He single-
handedly transformed the 
perception of photogra-
phy in Ajegunle, making 
him a huge success.

In 2015, Ogaga hosted
the first ever Ajegunle 

Fashion Week, an inter-
esting event that took the 
area by storm.

“If you are not proud 
of where you are from, it 
means you are a ‘nobody’,” 
he told reporters at the 
event.

Taking it up a notch, 
Ogaga has partnered with 
reputable individuals to 
create more empower-
ment programmes for 
youths and anyone inter-

ested in learning, in a bid 
to reduce unemployment 
in the society. Recently, it 
was learnt that he along 
with his partners plan on 
having a “say no to child 
abuse” walk, billed to take 
place in October 2016, to 
educate parents on the 
dangers of sending out 
their children to hawk 
goods, as well as to ad-
monish those who abuse 
children to refrain from 
such despicable acts.

There are many more 
examples of individuals 
creating change in Aje-
gunle such as Rita Orji, 
who has touched the lives 
of thousands of women 
in Ajegunle with her em-
powerment programmes. 
She came to limelight 
when she defeated the 
ruling party to win the 
Federal House of Repre-
sentatives seat.

Another is Blessing 
Williams, an international 
model. Her zeal and tena-
cious attitude won her 
the ‘Miss Bikini Nigeria 
International’ 2015.

Similarly, Lucy Akaedu 
has redefined the image 
and style of the Ajegunle 
Girl through her platform, 
‘Face of Ajegunle Beauty 
Pageant’, while Frank 
Ebokar and his group of 
friends have, for years, 
been giving back to the 
community that made 
them. They formed a 
group where they give to 
the less privileged on a 
yearly basis.

Ajegunle houses per-
haps the biggest school 
complex in West Africa – 
the Tolu Schools Com-
plex. This is one place 
where 37 schools struggle 
for space. Brilliant stu-
dents have emerged from 
this complex and many 
people who have made 
a name in their profes-
sions were at one time or 
the other students in the 
complex.

The private schools, the 
likes of Prince Charles In-
ternational, Kalac Loyola 
and the rest of them, are 
also doing incredibly well.

Ajegunle, however, is 
plagued by individuals 
who only tend to use her 
and her inhabitants for 
their selfish gains. Little 
wonder why despite 
the massive amount of 
talents that have gone 
on to make it from the 
city, Ajegunle is still the 
best and worst place to 
live in Nigeria with an 
abundance of bad roads, 
poor infrastructure, 
bad housing and lack of 
social amenities. This has 
plunged the inhabitants 
into total frustration, 
leaving a vast majority of 
the populace languishing 
in poverty.



W
hile most organisations 
will roll out drums to cele-
brate their achievements, 
The Wheatbaker differs. 
The Ikoyi-based luxury 

boutique hotel is celebrating its five years an-
niversary with the arts. The hotel, which has 
supported the Nigerian art sector, especially 
visual art over its five years in business, is 
flagging off its celebration with the opening 
of an exhibition titled: Freedom to the delight 
of its guests, art lovers and the general public.  

Freedom is a rare exhibition of 39 paintings 
and sculptures by Gbenga Offo, a leading 
Nigerian contemporary artist. The highlight 
of the exhibition is the presentation of Offo’s 
first collection of metal sculptures in bronze, 
wrought iron and stainless steel.

The 39 phenomenal works are comple-
mented by iconic paintings in Offo’s signa-
ture cubist style, as well as, ‘splash paintings’ 
in which the artist shows a creative release 
into abstract expressionism, while respond-
ing to global issues of migration, music, hu-
man rights, love and unity.

 Freedom also includes finely rendered 
pencil sketches - showcasing an artist whose 
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diverse ouvre shows a mastery of color and 
form and exciting new experimentation.

The artist who graduated as best Art and 
Graphics Student from Yaba College of 
Technology, Lagos in 1984 is offering visi-
tors to the exhibition freedom through art. 
Speaking on the theme of the exhibition, Offo 
notes: “Freedom allows a person to be true 
to himself, the artist to be true to his art, and 
drives the urge to experiment. This has led 
me to create a body of work using the ‘splash 
paint’ technique”.

Explaining the ‘splash paint’ technique, 
Offo says that he starts with the splashes of 
paint and then sketch around the splashes 
and as colour speaks to him, he often changes 
the topic.

The artist who feels free doing ‘splash 
painting’ which is abstract expression, says: 
“The fluidity of the splashed paint and lines 
create an illusion that appears uncontrolled. 
The seemingly uncontrolled lines and co-
lours create a piece that allows the viewer 
the rare opportunity to be co-creator of the 
artwork”.

On the rationale behind his sculptures, Offo 
says, “I have always been free. I am a liberal 
but I listen. I consider things. Sometimes I 
come to a point that I tell myself I am good 

enough to express myself anyway I feel. I 
have come to accept my art and embrace it 
in totality”.

Explaining The Orchestra, acrylic on 
canvas, a cubist impression and one of the 
39 works on display at the exhibition, Offo 
says beyond listening and enjoying, he also 
draws music.

“Music liberates me and calms me. I started 

listening to jazz at the age of 14-15 years and 
made up my mind that this was my type of 
music; you hear it, feel it in your body, and 
you love it. I cannot play music, so I draw it”.   

Funny though, anything influences his 
work including things that speak to him 
while walking on the street, things his bad 
eyesight recorded as work of art, among 
others.

But the likes of Bruce Onobrakpeya, Pi-
casso, Remembrandt, Van Gogh, Grillo and El 
Anastui have all influenced him with their 
works. “They enter into your subconscious 
and influence you without you knowing”, 
he concludes.

Speaking on the exhibition, Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago, curator of the exhibition, 
says the Freedom Series trace Offo’s artistic 
journey; from his early ambitions to study 
music, which were never realized; to his 
fascination with musical symbolism that 
runs through many of his works.

“This exhibition touches on the various 

aspects of Offo’s artistic personality. His 
charcoal and pencil sketches on paper show 
his finely honed skills in creating powerful 
pieces in the realism style showing perfectly 
nuanced personality, movement and char-
acter. Offo’s sketches are juxtaposed with 
his signature large colourful paintings that 
display his much admired cubist style, which 
in turn are perfectly complemented by his 

abstract expressionist splash painting style 
with his deft and masterful use of colour” , 
Obiago says.

In appreciations of The Wheatbaker sup-
ports for the arts and, especially in celebrat-
ing its 5th anniversary with the opening of 
an art exhibition, Obiago says freedom is 
liberating word for the hotel’s celebration 
because it speaks of taking flight, of letting 
go, of moving out to a safe zone and setting 
forth to embrace new adventures.

“Offo’s Freedom series comes at a perfect 
time in the history of the Wheatbaker art 
programme when we look back on five years 
of amazing artistic conversations, experience 
and showcases. we have had 16 carefully 
curated exhibitions since  we started an ex-
citing journey of art in 2011 and given each 
artist between 8-12 weeks each to exhibit 
their works”, Obiago concludes.

The exhibition is sponsored by Veuve 
Clicquot and The Wheatbaker and runs until 
January 15, 2017.
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‘Nigerians’ aesthetic appreciation has really shifted’

How is your fashion line doing?
Yes, I have been a player in the Nige-

rian fashion industry for 10 years. I have 
been enjoying my experience, growth and 
relationships fostered over the years with 
numerous clients. I deal mainly on ladies 
boutique line.

What is the distinction between a suit 
and a jacket?

A suit is a full outfit. That is why it is 
called the suit, like the pant suit or the skirt 
suit. Nowadays, people are tired of suit, so 
they buy jackets. A jacket is a single piece. 
You can blend it with whatever you want 
to blend it with. But you cannot wear jacket 
without wearing the marching pant.

Do ladies still wear suits?
Ladies still wear suits. We all have dif-

ferent parts of our bodies we are trying to 
cover. Some ladies wear trousers because 
they do not want sensitive parts of their legs 
to show.  For some women, it is their shoul-
ders. Suits are still good. You can decide to 
get them in the three-quarter sleeve. If you 
are able to do that, it is still interesting.

While boutique and salon are related, 
why the plate business?

 I am not leaving the fashion industry. 
I am merely expanding my frontiers. The 
salon franchise like the fashion world is 
beauty based. The dishware business is 
beauty based in a sense. What Lille and 
Gee is positioning to do is to raise the overall 
aesthetic appreciation in Nigeria. The focus 
should not just be on what people wear and 
how they look but also on how they live.

As for the dishware, once my husband 
travels, I go straight to a store to get new 
dishware to change the household dish-
ware, especially the plates and cutlery 
before he comes back home. I used to go as 
far as changing the bed sheet. So it is love 
and passion.

Are you going to be manufacturing the 

Bone China?
Eventually yes, I would be designing 

the plates. For now, I am in collaboration 
with some major manufacturers on this. I 
am going to be importing them from China.

Bone China is one of the highest pre-
mium qualities of plates that you can find.  
Imagine very good quality China plates 
with beautiful prints on them. You have 
got dishes that are flat plates, saucers, cups, 
trays, wine glass; all in the same motifs, but 
in variety of colours.

Is there market for Bone China?
Nigerians’ aesthetic appreciation has 

really shifted.  Bone Chinas are beautiful 
plates, on a different echelon altogether. 
Imagine plates for royalty that is being 
made available to the middle class. There 
is market for it. Though things are really 
expensive these days and people are run-
ning away from spending money, that is 

why I will be making it available to people 
that are like me.

How do you intend to cultivate this 
taste among the masses, the middleclass 
especially?

The proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing. When you see the plate, nobody needs 
to cajole you.  Merely looking at them says 
everything. They market themselves.  It is 
something worth saving up for.  The plates 
are on a different ladder and that is why I 
said, imagine a tableware meant for royalty 
that is now being made available for the 
middle class, as simple as that.

How is the salon franchise doing?
The salon is under the Lily and Gees 

Group. Having looked around, I noticed 
that for women to get their hair or nails 
done, they most often travel some distance. 
The idea behind Lily and Gee Salon is to 
turn it into a franchisable brand so that 

in almost every hub, every locality within 
the metropolis, you can find a Lily and Gee 
salon for beauticians such as best braiders, 
best nail technicians, best wigs specialists 
and the likes.

Aside assembling the best team, what is 
the salon offering?

Affordability. Imagine coming to the sa-
lon where you are going to meet the expert 
in hair and hair care, where you have prod-
ucts available and it is all affordable––the 
best of everything at affordable prices. That 
is really what the salon is about.

Given your background in the beauty 
industry, what areas do you want to fill?

There is a hair knowledge gap, and Lill 
and Gees is motivated to fill that. Nigerians 
are excelling at making hair look good. Lil 
and Gees want to combine that with main-
taining healthy hair that retains its luster, 
length and nutrients till old age. Nigerians 
are lacking in knowledge. We are not lacking 
in the appreciation of good hair when we see 
it, but it is usually at the neglect of our own 
natural hair. Right now, it is fashionable to 
have multiple wigs, but then, what are we 
really doing about our natural hair? What 
products suit or coarse hair? Those are the 
things we are bringing into the Nigerian 
market. The stylists and the dressers are 
trained to educate the clients of Lily and 
Gees to knowing the particular products that 
they require for the different hair textures.

What business trainings have you em-
barked on for these ventures?

I have had multiple personal develop-
ment training. I own a boutique. I have 
consistently done business. If a person finds 
that her interest lies beyond one thing, and 
she has the capacity to do more than one 
thing, then why not?  That is essentially the 
motivation. The capacity is there, so is the 
willingness to do all these, and the market 
is there also.

H
aving tasted success last May Day at the 
MUSON Centre with his debut stage 
production, ‘Loud Whispers’ which had 
Ali Baba as the lead character, Joseph 

Edgar is teaming up with the usual suspects, Olisa 
Adibua as co-executive producer and William Ben-
son,  versatile director, for another play set in 14th 
century Lagos.

 Inspired by Ayo Bhadmus but written and 
directed by versatile director William Benson, 
Isale Eko is set in 14th century Lagos where the 
struggle for power between two very prominent 
and powerful ruling houses sets the stage for an 
epic battle for control. Throwing up quite a few 
surprises, Isale Eko will be a major theatre outing 
for respected, award-winning journalist and editor 
of THISDAY Glitterati, Nseobong Okon-Ekong who 
is on the crew as producer.

Focusing in part on the control of the very profit-
able trade in slave on the back of the abolition of 
the inhuman trade by the British, the story gets 
interesting with the admixture of deep feelings 
between the prince of one of the warring royal 
houses with a slave girl from the Benin kingdom 
who inadvertently happens to be the Oba’s favou-
rite daughter. This brings the legendary might of 
the Benin kingdom into the equation leading to 

Isale Eko brings old, modern realms on stage
audience into a deliberate confusing realm of the 
old and the new.

Already confirmed to star in this extravaganza 
is the legendary Abiola Atanda better known as 
Madam Kofo, the effervescent Yemi Shodimu and 
Patrick Doyle. Discussions have reached advanced 
stage with other highly talented cast including 
RMD, Femi Jacobs, Adesua Etomi, Kayla Oniwo, 
Gideon Okeke who will be backed by a massive sup-
porting cast of 100 actors, dancers and musicians.

The producers have revealed that this would 
be the first time that auditions would be made on 
social media as other cast members would be ex-
pected to go on their social media handles to record 
themselves and send in their shots from where 
they will be invited for the physical auditions. The 
new development is designed to increase the level 
of engagement and interaction between the public 
and the production.

Lagos remains a very strategic part of Nigeria 
and as it celebrates its 50th next year, Isale Eko will 
celebrate Lagos, throw up its cultures and tradition, 
celebrate its diversity and further position it as the 
most important outpost in  Nigeria.

Isale Eko promises to redefine the theatre experi-
ence while showcasing the rich cultural diversity 
of Lagos and its people.

unexpected consequences and a defining climax.
The production is uniquely styled to accommo-

date the gravel voiced renditions of Brymo fresh 
from his latest hit track, ‘Alajo Shomolu’ who would 

lace the sequences with his unique showmanship 
leading the audience through a journey of pedan-
tic proportions. It will boldly weave modern day 
ballads into an ancient story, carefully taking the 

With over a decade in fashion industry, Lillian Ikem’s credential as an entrepreneur is unassailable. Besides run-
ning a top-end boutique, Lillian, a graduate of Economics, is expanding her Lily and Gees business group with the 
establishment of Lil-Gee salon chain. In this interview with Ifeoma Okeke, she talks about the business side of 
fashion, beauty and her new business.
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C
oming at a 
time when 
u n e m p l o y -
ment rates 
are soaring 

higher as paid job op-
portunities shrink, and 
even those in paid em-
ployment are constantly 
in search of avenues to 
augment their incomes, 
Dilim Okeke’s interven-
tion could not have come 
at a better time.

While not denigrat-
ing salaried jobs, Okeke’s 
Business Big Time con-
tends that amid the ris-
ing unemployment level, 
rather than sit at home, 
“fold your arms, lament 
all day long on the trou-
bled economy and wait 
for some visionary and 
hardworking entrepre-
neur to set up a busi-
ness and employ you in 
his business as his bean 
counter”, owning your 
own business may well 
be the way out.

But even that, the au-
thor admits, is neither 
for everyone nor does 
it come easy, especially 
as the fear of failure has 
also kept many prospec-
tive business owners 
from starting a business 
of their own.

“Starting and manag-
ing your own business is 
not child’s play. It takes a 
lot of effort, it takes mo-
tivation, drive, desire, 
skills, talents, time – and 
of course, resources. It 
also takes careful re-
search and planning,” 
she writes. It requires 
“the right attitude and 
proper planning”, “dedi-
cation and effort”, and 
“an investment of one’s 
self in the form of time, 
focus and persistence”.

In the introduc-
tory part of the book 
titled “What Is This Book 
About?”, the author sets 
out to clearly delineate 
what the book is about 
and what it’s not about. 
For instance, the author 
states that the book is 
neither about teaching 
the basics of starting a 
business, nor is it about 
any set formula for busi-
ness success, nor even 
about any specific busi-
ness idea or “new” busi-

ness niche.
“This is not another 

methodical ‘stiff’ text-
book about how to 
start, finance and grow 
a business. Neither will 
you get a masterfully 
outlined and organized 
‘how to write a business 
plan’ in this book. There 
are no theories in this 
book,” she writes.

Rather, says the au-
thor, the book will take 
the reader on a journey 
of how to take their busi-
ness ideas to the market 
and make money with it.

“It will teach you how 
to readily duplicate your 
successes with your 
products and services in 
an economy like Nige-
ria’s. You will also learn 
how to quickly consoli-
date the successes you 
achieve and rapidly 
multiply it with minimal 
capital. Once you under-
stand the foundational 
basics of taking your 
own business ideas to 
the market for increased 
profits, you will be better 
equipped to exploit the 
many proliferating busi-
ness opportunities that 
abound in a developing 
economy like Nigeria’s. 
That’s what this book is 
about.”

Reading through the 
book, I have no doubt 
that it lives up to its 
promise. Rather than 
propound impracticable 
theories, the author 
shares practical, real-
world experience: her 
own successful entre-
preneurial journey in 
Nigeria, insights from 
her Nigerian and for-
eign mentors, and thor-
oughly researched and 
proven strategies from 
grounded businesses 
from around the globe. 
She also shares other 
experiential success sto-
ries from Nigeria and 
other parts of the world: 
Amy’s Kitchen owned 
by Californian couple 
Andy and Rachel Ber-
liner, Nancy Jarecki and 
her “For The Hair Down 
There” products, Sara 
Blakely and her Spanx 
body shapers, E. Joseph 
Cossman and his “Coss-
man Method”, David 

Business Big Time

Nichols and his “Presi-
dent’s Choice” foods, 
Apple Inc.’s products re-
invention techniques, 
and closer home, George 
Ekeh and the sachet 
‘pure’ water revolution, 
Gray Klotting run by the 
Austin brothers, among 
several others.

Writing about her 
personal experience 
starting and successfully 
running a hair treat-
ment products business 
from home, the author 
shares the strategies 
of growth she took to 
capitalize on her newly 
discovered niche, how 
small businesses op-
erating on shoestring 
budgets can grow fast, 
what fast, massive and 
comprehensive actions 
these businesses can 
take to achieve explosive 
growth, and how these 
strategies can be applied 
to new or existent busi-
ness.

Presented in 10 chap-
ters, with each chapter 
opening with a quote 
that is meant to help 
the reader stay on track 
on the tortuous but im-
mensely rewarding en-
trepreneurship journey, 
Business Big Time is an 
invaluable contribution 
in an economy and a 
world where paid jobs 
are constantly shrink-
ing and many economic 
analysts have said that 

the future belongs to the 
entrepreneur.

Written in a simple, 
accessible language de-
void of jaw-breaking 
business jargons, the 
book is a must-have for 
every existing or aspir-
ing business owner ir-
respective of age, class, 
location or educational 
background; you do 
not necessarily need 
a dictionary by your 
side to aid comprehen-
sion. Equally, the way 
the words of the book 
are addressed to the 
second person “YOU” 
clearly brings it home 
to the doorsteps of ev-
ery reader, creating that 
this-book-is-really-for-
me feeling. That con-
versational tone also 
lets the reader feel led 
by hand, bit by bit, step 
by step, in the journey 
of entrepreneurship by 
an author who has been 
there and surely knows 
the way.

Part of the beauty 
of the book is also that 
it is generously inter-
spersed with insightful 
and easy-to-recall notes 
the author calls “Wealth 
Creation Nuggets”. Be-
sides these and the 
opening quotes on each 
chapter, the author dedi-
cates a section of the end 
part of the book to what 
she terms “My Personal 
Development Quotes”, 

which features timeless 
words from the likes of 
Milton Berle, Madam C.J 
Walker, Dan Kennedy, 
Abraham Lincoln, Rob-
ert Collier, Arnold Palm-
er, Thomas Watson, and 
many others.

Chapter 1 of the book, 
“Why Business?”, asks 
the crucial question, 
“Am I Prepared For En-
trepreneurship?” and 
also highlights what 
to do “Before Getting 
Started”. Critical ques-
tions the author poses 
to every intending en-
trepreneur include: Am 
I willing to learn? Do I 
have determination? Do 
I have a passion for suc-
cess and achievement? 
Do I have a zeal for the 
tasks ahead? Do I have 
a positive attitude? Is 
my personality flexible? 
Am I a confident per-
son? Do I have the abil-
ity to focus? Do I like to 
solve problems? Do I see 
possibilities where oth-
ers see problems? These 
and much more are the 
questions every aspiring 
business owner must an-
swer before setting out 
as they would aid the 
would-be business own-
er to know and build on 
their strengths while im-
proving steadfastly on 
their weaknesses.

Chapter 2, “Develop-
ing A Winning Mindset 
– When Winning Is All 
That Matters”, speaks 
to the right mindset for 
winning in business and 
reiterates that initial fail-
ure does not mean you 
can’t get it right. “Cham-
pions Fail Forward,” she 
argues, citing some clas-
sical examples to but-
tress the point that some 
of the world’s most suc-
cessful people failed at 
first – sometimes more 
than once.

“Thomas Edison’s 
teachers told him he was 
‘too stupid to learn any-
thing’. Billionaire War-
ren Buffet wasn’t accept-
ed at Harvard University 
because he ‘wasn’t smart 
enough’. Walt Disney 
was fired by a newspa-
per editor because he 
‘lacked imagination’ and 
‘had no good ideas’.” And 

the list goes on.
In Chapter 3, titled 

“How Small Is Your Cap-
ital Anyway?”, the au-
thor makes a very strik-
ing remark that capital 
cannot honestly be an 
impediment to start-
ing up a business. “As 
much as starting a busi-
ness well funded from 
the beginning is benefi-
cial, it doesn’t necessar-
ily guarantee that your 
start-up business will be 
successful. What does 
guarantee your success 
is actually much simpler 
– a combination of your 
ideas (well researched) 
+ your guts + your cre-
ative persistence + your 
determination to see 
things through,” she 
writes, sharing the story 
of Amy’s Kitchen, which 
grew from “Home-Based 
To Multi-Million Frozen 
Food Business” and how 
every reader can exploit 
their own experiences 
for breakthrough.

Chapters 4 to 9 deal 
with different aspects of 
“Explosive Growth Strat-
egy”, strategies that are 
meant to help the reader 
start out a business bet-
ter guided for increased 
profits, exponentially 
grow a business fast, and 
create wealth faster with 
their own pre-conceived 
business ideas.

These strategies are 
broken down into the 
following subtitles: (1) 
Create product from 
scratch for enormous 
breakthroughs; (2) How 
exclusive rights own-
ership can make you 
millions; (3) Explore the 
goldmine of private-
label products; (4) Make 
your fortune as a private 
labeler; (5) “Twist” your 
way to mega profits, and 
(6) Can a fortune still be 
made in a service pro-
vider business?

Chapter 10 is titled 
“Take Your Small Busi-
ness to the Next Level” 
and features two sub-
titles: “What Next? Time 
To Evaluate” and “A Final 
Word From The Author”.

So, why not get up, get 
a copy of Business Big 
Time and thank the au-
thor later?  
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‘Expect a carnival of change this year’

How do you feel as a mem-
ber of the Abuja Carnival 
Management Committee?

W
ell I think I 
was in the 
library in 
t h e  U n i -
versity of 

Lagos when I got a call from 
the office of Lai Mohammed, 
the Honourable Minister of 
Information and Culture, in-
forming me of my nomination 
as a member of the Carni-
val Management Committee 
(CMC). Although, I consider 
myself, and I say this with 
all sense of humility, a key 
stakeholder and strong player 
in the arts, film and culture 
scene, but I never saw this 
appointment coming. But the 
call came and it came with 
an invitation for me to attend 
the inaugural meeting which 
happened a day before we had 
the Africa Movie Academy 
Awards (AMAA) ceremony 
in Port Harcourt. I cleared 
from my bosses and they said 
it was okay for me to honour 
the invitation as it was a plus 
for the institution that a staff 
of the parastatal was recog-
nized at that level and I also 
cleared with the founder of 
the AMAA Ms. Peace Anyiam 
Osigwe because I was head of 
the AMAA jury for 2016 and 
so my trip to Abuja for the 
inauguration of the Carnival 
Management Committee was 
going to steal a few hours from 
our final deliberation. Any-
way, I attended the inaugural 
meeting, which was chaired 
by Lai Mohammed, the Min-
ister and then I returned to 
join the AMAA jury camp 
and the next day we were in 
Port Harcourt to successfully 
deliver the 12th edition of 
the AMAA’s.  I must thank 
the Honourable Minister for 
the appointment and for the 
confidence he reposes in my 
ability to contribute to the 
success of the carnival and by 
extension the theatre, cultural 
and film sector. It’s a call to 
serve the nation and service 
we must give.

What are the expectations 
for this year’s carnival?

I think this year’s Abuja 
Carnival will close as one of 
the best that will be organ-
ised since the inception of 
the carnival. I say this not be-
cause I have been appointed a 
member of the CMC and this 
is not to discredit previous 
editions.  But I have followed 
the operations of the Abuja 
Carnival from inception so I 
know why I think this will 
turn out the best that will be 
organised. I was Personal and 
Special Assistant to Professor 
Ahmed Yerima, one-time 

DG of Abuja Carnival. I have 
served at various capacities 
by virtue of my position as 
Special Assistant to Professor 
Yerima who was also DG, 
National Theatre and National 
Troupe. I worked closely with 
him at the National Troupe, 
then the National Theatre; 
later the Carnival when he 
was DG and head of techni-
cal. So, somehow I know the 
story, inner workings and 
operations of the carnival 
from inception to when he 
left as DG.  But here is what 
will make this edition and 
future editions different and 
better organised. We have a 
chairman and a co-chairman 
in the Minister of Information 
and Culture and the Minister 
of the Federal Capital Terri-
tory who are both interested 
and passionate about develop-
ing this carnival into a huge 
cultural product that will be 
used to drive tourism. I have 
attended two meetings so 
far and the Ministers have 
chaired these meetings and 
have been pointing the way 
that we should go as a com-
mittee. This has never hap-
pened in the history of the 
carnival. At one of the meet-
ings, the FCT Minister was 
advising on how he thinks 
the street party should look 
like. When you have people 
at that level getting involved 
even at the level of re-shaping 
the concept, then you are as-
sured that all the facilities you 
need in the territory to ensure 
a smooth carnival will be in 
place.

Secondly, this is the first 

time we will be having the 
carnival held under the com-
bined Ministry of Information 
and Culture. Before now, it 
was held under the defunct 
Ministry of Tourism and Cul-
ture. So what used to happen 
before was that the Culture 
Ministry will organise the 
carnival and then they will 
go cap in hand begging for 
media coverage and live tele-
cast of the carnival events 
from big network stations 
like Nigerian Television Au-
thority (NTA) and the Federal 
Radio Corporation of Nigeria 
(FRCN).   But you have all that 
now and even more under the 
same ministry and directly 

under the supervision of the 
Minister. Now we have even 
Voice of Nigeria (VON), there 
is the News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) and the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA) 
and so on. With these agen-
cies we are sure of massive 
mobilization and sensitization 
of the carnival programmes. 
The Minister has co-opted 
the chief executives of these 
agencies into the committee 
but as ex-officio members. So 
they are compelled to give the 
carnival and its programmes 
and activities massive public-
ity. This is however not to say 
that we won’t rely on other 
broadcast and print media 

organizations for publicity. Of 
course, we will, definitely. The 
carnival is a national carnival. 
It is for us all.  It should be to 
us what the Rio carnival is to 
Brazil.

And the third and fourth 
reasons I think this carnival 
will be the carnival to beat is 
that the FCT administration is 
fully involved at all the levels 
from the Ministerial level to 
the last operational level and 
so all the logistical needs like 
accommodation, health care, 
security, route mapping, sani-
tation and transportation will 
be taken care of. Also, we have 
a situation where for the first 
time the two ministers have 
agreed to lead the marketing 
and the contact and mobilisa-
tion drive.  This is going to be 
a different carnival. Call it a 
carnival of Change if you like.

What is the theme of the 
carnival and who are the 
drivers?

No, I just used that expres-
sion to let you know that 
change has come for the 
carnival, which the Minister 
considers one of the core 
mandates of the Ministry 
of Information and Culture. 
The minister is so drawn 
to the carnival because he 
considers it a unique plat-
form for participating states, 
countries and independent 
groups to showcase their 
diverse cultural heritage. He 
also sees it as a product we 
can etch permanently on the 
cultural and tourism map so 
that people from all over the 
world can look forward to 
dedicating four days annually 
to attending the carnival. But 
the theme of the carnival this 
year is ‘Creative Industry: A 
Pivot to Economic Growth’. 
Biodun Abe, ace creative de-
signer, theatre artiste, director 
and cultural producer, is re-
turning as Artistic Director of 
the carnival. Abe has directed 
only one edition successfully. 
Last year’s edition would 
have been his second but that 
edition was shelved because 
the Minister was appointed 
barely a week to the start of 
the carnival and he was not, 
as we were told, satisfied with 
preparation that were put in 
place then. So rather than 
just have the carnival for the 
fun of it, the Minister advised 
that it be shelved so that more 
planning can go into making 
the carnival a true carnival. 
So planning for this edition 
started immediately he as-
sumed office and in a matter 
of days both Ministers will 
hold a major press conference 
to unveil the programme and 
announce the dates of the 
2016 Abuja Carnival.

With his recent appointment as a member of the Abuja Carnival Management Committee, SHAIBU 
HUSSEINI, a dramatist, and film critic, unveils his role in the carnival to OBINNA EMELIKE.
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‘Restoration of Tourism Ministry is crucial 
for economy diversification’-stakeholders

A
s calls for the restora-
tion of the Tourism 
Ministry heighten, 
stakeholders in the 
Nigerian Hospitality 

and Tourism sector are calling on 
government to restore the ministry, 
which according to them, has po-
tential of earning over N50 billion 
annually, creating scores of jobs, and 
branding the country better if given 
the required attention.

The stakeholders insisted that 
a standalone Ministry of Tourism 
would give full scale attention to 
matters of Tourism across the coun-
try to aid in the diversification drive 
of the government.

Citing some successful countries 
in Africa that are doing well due 
to having in place a full-fledged 
ministry of tourism, they advised 
that Nigeria should copy  such 
countries, especially Kenya, South 
Africa, Gambia, Egypt, Zimbabwe 
among others.

Besides bringing back a stand-
alone Tourism Ministry, Nkereu-
wem Onung, president, Nigeria 
Association of Tour Operators 
(NATOP), said the country should 
strengthen its tourism policies in 
order to desist from being market 
for everybody, while other coun-
tries do little or nothing in terms of 
tourism with Nigeria.

The NATOP president insisted 
that a standalone Tourism Ministry 
with passionate minster and team 
of knowledgeable government and 
private sector experts on tourism 
would formulate policies marched 
with corresponding actions in 
restrategising and revamping the 
sector to be viable foreign exchange 
earner for the economy. “With 
a think tank of experts efforts at 
destination marketing, product 
development and rebranding of 
existing products and branding of 
new offerings, wooing Foreign Di-
rect Investments with willing local 
partnerships for investment in tour-
ism and hospitality infrastructure, 
training, among others will yield 
fruits. But that is only possible when 
you have a full-fledged ministry 

that will pay full attention to these 
critical areas of need and develop-
ment”, Onung said.

Makinde Ononuga, a destination 
manager, noted that a standalone 
Ministry of Tourism would be the 
bedrock of a vibrant domestic tour-
ism because you need favourable 
government polices and support to 
enable private sector to truly drive 
tourism in any country.

For him, the current economic 
recession would have less impact 
on the patronage of the hospitality 
and aviation sectors if the country 
had a thriving inbound tourism in 
place. “The economists advised that 
one quick way out of recession is to 
keep spending money. If you cannot 
afford overseas trip due to the high 
foreign exchange, a well-developed 
local destination will lure many to 
visit spend their money within the 
country and impact the economy. 
But most people are still in doubt 
of where to go within the country”, 

hotels, hence a ministry that recog-
nises the whole gamut of the Tour-
ism value chain is needed. Nations 
need to create pull factors which 
are to be facilitated by infrastruc-
tural capabilities and developed to 
offer experiences to visitors. “It is 
important to note that Tourism Dol-
lars are shared between transport, 
accommodation, transfers, tourism 
assets among others but coordi-
nated by Tour Operators to create 
the needed experience. However, 
because Tour Operators are the 
fulcrum of the Tourism Landscape, 
they are the main losers when the 
business is ignored”, Onug said 
while also calling on government 
to link the national parks to the 
tourism sector as national parks in 
South Africa earn more money per 
acres than agriculture and there is 
no reason why this should not be 
done in Nigeria.

Onug urged that tourism should 
work closely with national parks 

he lamented.
Jemi Alade, CEO, Jemi Alade 

Tours Limited, also shared Onon-
uga’s views saying that there are 
many places to travel within the 
country just that Nigerian’s quest 
for outbound tourism has not al-
lowed them to see the many offer-
ings within, yet they visit worst 
place, very remote places and even 
less secured countries during their 
holidays abroad.

For him, a standalone tourism 
ministry can make domestic tour-
ism its core agenda and it will pay 
off at the long run.

The stakeholders also lend sup-
port to the many calls for a National 
Carrier which could be a veritable 
instrument for economic growth 
and also enhance tourism develop-
ment.

Arguing in favour of the creation 
a national carrier, NATOP president 
opined that tourism is more than 
just selling tickets and building 

OBINNA EMELIKE in Nigeria as obtainable in other 
African countries.  The NATOP 
president noted that this is the 
rationale behind the association’s 
support for the re-establishment 
the Presidential Council on Tourism 
(PCT) to be chaired by the Presi-
dent where different stakeholders 
like Immigration, Aviation, and 
relevant state governments come 
together to discuss way forward 
and create policies that enhance 
both in-bound and out-bound 
tourism. There is also the place of 
cultural tourism which is one of the 
fastest growing Tourism market. In 
recent times, destinations measure 
the impact of culture on tourism 
by using the two as major drivers 
of destination’s attractiveness and 
competitiveness. “It is our opinion 
therefore that, Federal Govern-
ment should restore the Tourism 
Ministry, re-establish the PCT with 
relevant sub-sectors like Travel 
Agents, Hoteliers and Tour Opera-
tors as members. Federal Govern-
ment should also begin to market 
the “destination Nigeria”, which 
is one of the most viable in Africa 
with a view of attracting tourists”, 
Onug concluded.

However, Emeka Ijere, a hotelier, 
called for collaborations between 
NATOP, National Association of 
Nigeria Travel Agencies (NANTA), 
Federation of Tourism Associa-
tion of Nigeria, Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation (NTDC) 
and other relevant agencies in pre-
senting a common front to ensure 
the realisation of the standalone 
ministry.

He also lamented that NTDC, the 
agency charged with the statutory 
duty of developing and promoting 
Nigerian tourism, has over the 
years failed to deliver and leaving 
vacuums that novice are trying to 
fill at the detriment of the industry.  

For Ikechi Uko, CEO, Akwaaba 
African Travel Market, the minis-
try would have time to review and 
come up with an inclusive tourism 
masterplan, while giving private 
sector the needed support to drive 
tourism as obtainable in other 
climes where tourism thrive.

Cross River reappoints Ikechi Uko as consultant to Carnival Calabar

B
en Ayade, governor of 
Cross River State, has re-
appointed Ikechi Uko, 
a travel expert, as the 

consultant for the international 
aspect of the annual Carnival 
Calabar. The development is in 
line with the re-positioning of Car-
nival Calabar as the number one 
event in Africa. Uko, who is also 
the team leader of The TeamAfrica 
is also the organiser of Akwaaba 
African Travel Market. He was ap-
pointed last year by the Governor 
to help birth the international ver-
sion of the Carnival deemed suc-

cessful with the participation of 
11 countries. Based on the success 
of last year’s event, the Governor 
has reappointed Uko to grow the 
event in 2016 with a mandate to 
bring more countries to the biggest 
street party in Africa.

The 2016 edition of the carni-
val is expected to be bigger and 
better as last year’s event was the 
first carnival organised by the 
governor. The dates for the events 
of the carnival have also been an-
nounced. Bikers Day holds on De-
cember 27, 2016 with over 1,000 
bikers expected to participate in 

the major biking showpiece in 
West Africa. December 28, 2016 
features the main event; the Street 
Carnival. Last year’s event had 
over 2.5million visitors in the city 
for the carnival. The international 
carnival will hold on December 29, 
2016 and is expected to grow big-
ger than last year’s maiden edition. 
Already the Carnival Commission 
has signed MoU with the Nigerian 
Association of Tour Operators 
(NATOP) to promote this year’s 
event globally with 3 and 5 day 
packages for tourists.  Gabe Onah, 
chairman of the Carnival Commis-

sion,  said with the arrangement, 
NATOP would complete the prod-
uct and make it available to more 
families to visit and enjoy the fun 
pointing out Nickelodeon would 
be debuting this year at Tinapa 
to further excite the children. 
Nkereuwem Onung, president of 
NATOP, praised Carnival Calabar 
for reaching out to professionals 
to market the biggest tourism 
product in Nigeria to the world. He 
promised that NATOP members 
would soon launch packages for 
people to sign on for this year’s 
carnival.
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STORIES BY IFEOMA OKEKE

Global passenger traffic to rise 
to 7.2 billion in 2035 - IATA

T
he International 
Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA) ex-
pects 7.2 billion pas-
sengers to travel in 

2035, a near doubling of the 3.8 
billion air travellers in 2016.

The prediction is based on a 
3.7percent annual Compound 
Average Growth Rate (CAGR) 
noted in the release of the lat-
est update to the association’s 
20-Year Air Passenger Fore-
cast.

“People want to fly. De-
mand for air travel over the 
next two decades is set to 
double. Enabling people and 
nations to trade, explore, and 
share the benefits of innova-
tion and economic prosper-
ity makes our world a better 
place,” said Alexandre de Ju-
niac, IATA’s director general 
and CEO.

The forecast for passenger 
growth confirms that the big-
gest driver of demand will be 
the Asia-Pacific region. It is 
expected to be the source of 
more than half the new pas-
sengers over the next 20 years.

China will displace the US 
as the world’s largest aviation 
market (defined by traffic to, 
from and within the country) 
around 2029. India will dis-

place the UK for third place in 
2026, while Indonesia enters 
the top ten at the expense of 
Italy.

Growth will also increas-
ingly be driven within devel-
oping markets. Over the past 
decade the developing world’s 
share of total passenger traf-
fic has risen from 24percent 
to nearly 40percent, and this 
trend is set to continue.

The 20-year forecast puts 
forward three scenarios. The 
central scenario foresees a 

doubling of passengers with a 
3.7percent annual CAGR.

 “Economic growth is the 
only durable solution for the 
world’s current economic 
woes. Yet we see govern-
ments raising barriers to 
trade rather than making 
it easier. If this continues in 
the long-term, it will mean 
slower growth and the world 
will be poorer for it.

“For aviation, the protec-
tionist scenario could see 
growth slowing to as low as 

Forex concession to airlines: NANTA 
commends aviation minister, CBN

T
he National Associa-
tion of Nigerian Travel 
Agents (NANTA) has 
commended the Cen-

tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN) deci-
sion to grant forex concession 
to foreign airlines.

NANTA’s commendation 
is contained in an online 
statement jointly signed by 
Bankole Bernard, President 
of the association, and Olu-
muyiwa Salami Adebayo, 
Publicity Secretary.

NANTA particular hailed  
Hadi  Sirika, Minister of State, 
Aviation, for giving attention 
to the persistent  advocacy of 
the association to the effect 
as that capital controls placed 
by government were stifling 
development in the aviation 
sector, making business dif-
ficult for airlines and reducing 
the capacity of Nigerians to 
embark on their legitimate 
travel business due to escalat-
ing air fares.

“We want to commend the 
Minister of Aviation and au-
thorities at the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) for the forex 
concession that were recently 
granted to airlines. We are 
happy that our advocacy on 
the importance of government 
implementing favourable poli-
cies in the aviation sector is 
beginning to pay off.” the state-
ment reads in part.

T h e  b o d y  n o t e d  t h at 
this decision was bound to 
strengthen the confidence 
level of airlines in Nigeria’s 
economy and reverse all the 
drawbacks that the indus-
try has suffered in the past 
couple of months.

It further noted that the 
concession would give room 
for the airlines to clear the 
backlog of un-remitted funds 
in various banks in Nigeria, 
which would invariably create 
opportunities for Nigerians to 
enjoy more affordable travel.

2.5% annually. Not only will 
that mean fewer new aviation 
jobs, it will mean that instead 
of 7.2 billion travelers in 2035, 
we will have 5.8 billion. The 
economic impact of that will 
be broad and hard-felt,” said 
de Juniac.

Whatever scenario is even-
tually realised, growth will put 
pressure on infrastructure that 
is already struggling to cope 
with demand.

 “Runways, terminals, se-
curity and baggage systems, 
air traffic control, and a whole 
raft of other elements need to 
be expanded to be ready for 
the growing number of fly-
ers. It cannot be done by the 
industry alone. Planning for 
change requires governments, 
communities and the industry 
working together in partner-
ship,” said de Juniac.

The five fastest-growing 
markets in terms of additional 
passengers per year over the 
forecast period will be China 
(817 million new passengers 
for a total of 1.3 billion), US 
(484 million new passengers 
for a total of 1.1 billion), India 
(322 million new passengers 
for a total of 442 million), 
Indonesia (135 million new, 
passengers for a total of 242 
million), Vietnam (112 million 
new passengers for a total of 
150 million).

… Says decision will strengthen confidence level of airlines in Nigeria’s economy

British Airways 
brings fogether 
families with 
joyful reunion

I
n a bid celebrate her 80 
years anniversary of 
flying to Nigeria, leading 
airline and flag carrier 

airline of the United King-
dom British Airways (BA) 
has introduced the Joyful 
Reunion Initiative to make it 
possible for long lost family 
members and friends in Ni-
geria and the UK to connect.

With the understanding 
that there are several friends 
and families in Nigeria and 
the UK who desire to see 
themselves but are unable 
to, largely due to lack of fund 
for air ticket.

 The Joyful Reunion is a 
way of reuniting such indi-
viduals with family mem-
bers in the UK that they have 
not seen for a long time. BA 
will be providing free return 
tickets to winners of the 
Joyful Reunion initiative to 
unite with their families, 
after a long period.

 
Speaking on the initia-

tive, Kola Olayinka, British 
Airways Regional Commer-
cial manager, West Africa, 
expressed, “BA sees itself 
as a carrier of many stories 
across the two countries, UK 
and Nigeria. Just as we have 
connected many lives, we 
are using this opportunity 
to connect even more lives, 
and this is because we un-
derstand the deep running 
connections of kin and kith 
in Nigeria, this is why as a 
part of the BA at 80 anni-
versary.”

The Joyful Reunion initia-
tive which ran on Inspiration 
FM radio station in Lagos 
Nigeria for two weeks, was 
opened to the public, who 
called in and shared their 
story of a joyful reunion, 
and why they wanted BA to 
reward them with the free 
tickets to see their family 
in the UK. Stories were also 
received as entries via publi-
cized emails.

The selection process for 
the winners of the BA Joy-
ful Reunion initiatives was 
transparent, as criteria for 
selection were based on the 
emotional connection, cre-
ativity, and originality on the 
stories received.

At the end of the competi-
tion, two winners were se-
lected, and British Airways 
offered an opportunity to 
another person, selected a 
third winner that also had 
an exceptional story.

…as China, US, India top list of fastest growing markets

Eghe Ekhator, Emirates sales manager,sales & commercial making a presentation of 
an Emirates Business Class to the winner of the raffle draw , Adebayo Adegbe, CEO 
Modela Courture, at the Fashion Designers Association of Nigeria (FADAN)Fashion 
Show recently in Abuja.
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Intensified human capacity building 
to curb brain drain, medical tourism

E
arlier this year, an execu-
tive director of the Nige-
rian Sovereign Investment 
Authority (NSIA) said that 
Cardiovascular, Orthopae-

dics, Renal and Cancer treatments 
make up 80 percent of the reasons 
for the trips by Nigerians outside 
the country on health issues, which 
of these do you have the capacity 
to effectively treat here in Nigeria?

At Genesis Specialist Hospital, 
we have a world standard surgical 
theatre with a state of the art ICU and 
NICU. We focus on Cardio-Pulmo-
nary, Neurology, Surgery, Oncology 
and Pain Management.

We practice high quality specialist 
care and since we opened we have 
been fortunate to help a lot of patients. 
Our goal is to give high quality care to 
our patients. We have put together a 
very experienced and well-trained 
team

 
What are the guarantees that 

people can be assured of getting com-
parable treatments if they stay back?

Our processes are created to pro-
vide care at international standards. 
Genesis Specialist Hospital is a small 
hospital located in GRA Ikeja, Lagos 
but with a concierge style of practice 
owned by a group of US board certi-
fied physicians. We have an active 
Telemedicine unit that allows our 
patients to be evaluated by special-
ists across the world. We also do not 
hesitate to transfer our patients out of 
the country or bring in specialists into 
the country as needed.

 
Shed light on your quote “Critical 

care medicine training is not existent 
yet in Nigeria. We do not actually 
have training for it yet in Nigeria”. 
Can you shed some light on this?

I was alluding to the fact that we 
do not have established fellowship 
training programs in critical care 
medicine in Nigeria yet. But what we 
do have is a pool of anaesthetists with 
interest in critical care and some that 
are trained outside of the country.

For that to happen there has to be 
the right collaboration between the 
government and designated teaching 
hospitals.

 
You have been providing training 

for Nigerians doctors, for how long 
has this been and what is the nature 
of the training?

We started Genesis Health Con-
sulting about 5 years ago, with a goal 
of working with hospitals in the 
aspects of quality control and staff 
improvement. We are affiliated with 
several international health organiza-

tions including the American Heart 
Association and the American Safety 
and Health Institutes and that enables 
us to provide accredited and certified 
training courses. Some of our courses 
are Basic Life Support, Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support, Electrocardiog-
raphy (ECG), Critical Care and Trauma 
Courses and several other training 
programs that improve the practice 
of medicine.

The courses we provide have had 
significant impact so far. The essence is 
to improve the quality of practice and 
the feedback has been very encourag-
ing thus far.

Taking a cue from your return, 
how can we attract other skilled 

Nigerian doctors practicing abroad; 
getting them to come back home and 
develop the health sector?

I believe there will be a bigger 
impact if the government could focus 
on developing the infrastructure and 
improving the situations of the doctors 
and nurses practicing in Nigeria. The 
government could provide incentives 
that will offer a softer landing for those 
interested in coming home, and also 
implement public policy needed to 
bring healthcare in Nigeria up to par 
with the developed world. 

 
BusinessDay reported about col-

laboration between NSIA and the 
Federal Ministry of Health to develop 
world class health centres across the 

country, and earlier this year, NSIA 
had said it earmarked $140million 
to healthcare infrastructure, is there 
a feasible framework for specialist 
health care providers like you to tap 
into such opportunities?

I am open to discussing any avail-
able opportunities that would develop 
the healthcare industry. Any improve-
ment that the government is planning 
would be very welcome

 
Can you give a brief insight into 

your profile and other major doctors 
you are working with?

I am on the of board certified 
physicians with expertise in internal 
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medicine, emergency medicine and 
critical care medicine. I completed 
my postgraduate training at Cornell 
University’s Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
New York, my fellowship training at 
the Harvard Medical School, and my 
Public Health degree from the Har-
vard School Of Public Health. I am a 
Harvard Cabot Fellow and a recipient 
of several American Top Physician Ex-
cellence Awards. I have been blessed 
with the opportunity to practice at 
top medical centers in the US and I am 
affiliated with several global medical 
organizations. I currently serve as the 
Medical Director of Genesis Special-
ist Hospital, and the Genesis Health 
Group in Houston, Texas.

Our Chief of Surgery Dr. Ayo-
tunde Adeyeri, is a board certified 
and fellowship trained advanced 
laparoscopic, bariatric, and GI surgeon. 
He completed his general surgery 
residency at Columbia University at 
Harlem Hospital Centre in New York, 
and went on to the University of Roch-
ester, New York where he completed 
a fellowship in Minimally Invasive, 
Bariatric, and GI surgery. He also 
serves as the medical director of The 
Institute for Weight Loss at Raritan 
Bay Medical Center in New Jersey. 
He is certified by the American Board 
of Surgery (ABS), a member of the 
American College of Surgeons (ACS), 
and a Fellow of the American Society 
for Metabolic & Bariatric Surgery 
(ASMBS).  He has over a decade of 
experience in the field of surgery.

The Chief of Anesthesiology and 
Critical Care Medicine at Genesis 
Specialist Hospital is Dr. Gbadebo Ade-
bayo, who is a seasoned anesthesiolo-
gist and Interventional Pain specialist 
with over 20 years of experience. Dr. 
Adebayo is currently an attending 
Anesthesiologist and Director of An-
esthesia at Abrazo West Regional and 
Trauma Center in Phoenix, Arizona, 
United States. He is also presently a 
consultant and Director Interven-
tion and Cancer Pain Management, 
Cancer Treatment Center of America, 
Western Regional Medical Center, 
Phoenix, Arizona United States. Dr. 
Adebayo’s professional educational 
background spans various spheres of 
the medical field between the United 
States and Nigeria. 

We also have Dr. Muyiwa Onaban-
jo, a physician with experience in Pub-
lic Health and Internal Medicine. He is 
a graduate of the University College 
Hospital, Ibadan. A seasoned medical 
practitioner with over 20 years in 
clinical practice, he has a robust pas-
sion for continuous medical education 
and community enlightenment. He 
serves as our Chief Operating Officer.
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 Annually, 30,000 Nigerians are estimated to spend $1 billion dollars on medical tourism, a sum which 
ROGER OLADE, medical director, Genesis Specialist Hospital, says would have been reduced signifi-
cantly if human capacity was adequately developed in the country to meet the growing health needs 
of over 170 million people. CALEB OJEWALE provides excerpts;
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ESN reiterates commitment towards improved 
study of insects in Nigeria 

A
s part of its c om-
mitment to further 
the study of insects 
in Nigeria, the Ento-
mological Society of 

Nigeria (ESN) says the association 
has made serious efforts to fulfil 
its declared objective, which is to 
“Improve on the study of insects 
in Nigeria”.

Dan Enobakhare, the National 
President of ESN, stated this in his 
address, delivered at  the Associa-
tion’s 47th annual conference to 
educate fellow entomologists on 
new discovery, held at the New 
Science Lecture Theatre, Univer-
sity of Ilorin.

Enobakhare then disclosed that 
“ESN operates three foundations 
established to assist postgraduate 
Entomology students attend and 
present papers in ESN Annual 
Conferences”, adding that “the 
worth of the grant is N10,000 per 
qualified student”. 

He further disclosed that the 
ESN has 24 branches nationwide 
with two moribund branches re-
trieved and activated (Abeokuta 
and Owerri), and a new one creat-
ed (Abuja), adding that certificates 
of attendance will be issued to 
members who attend and register 

for ESN conferences. 
D e claring the c onferenc e 

which had in attendance Ento-
mologists from various states 
in the country open, the Vice-
Chancellor of the University 
of Ilorin, AbdulGaniyu Ambali 
represented by the Deputy Vice-

Chancellor (Research, Technology 
and Innovation), Gabriel Olatunji, 
expressed delight at the activities 
of ESN.

The Vice-Chancellor noted 
that “insects have their economic 
and significant value” and being a 
Professor of Veterinary Medicine, 

he is highly interested in scientific 
research. 

In his opening remarks, Ad-
eyinka Adesiyun stated that “the 
society is 51 years old and is also 
one of the most established in the 
country. So, “we are very privi-
leged to host you, knowing well 
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that you have all travelled from 
far to attend the conference at the 
Ilorin/Ogbomosho branch”.

Three speakers addressed three 
different topics at the confer-
ence. The first paper, “Breaking 
New Grounds in Entomological 
Research: the Biotechnological 
Approach” was presented by the 
Director General of the National 
Biotechnological Development 
Agency,  C.M. Ogbadu.

The second paper, “Entomoph-
agy: A Panacea to Food Security, 
Job Creation and other Socioeco-
nomic Challenges in Nigeria”, was 
delivered by the Dean, Faculty of 
Science, Al-Hikmah University, 
Ilorin, J.O. Fasoranti. 

The CEO, Patem Global Limited, 
Patrick Ikemefuna, addressed the 
third topic on “Insect and Insec-
ticide Weapon in Nigeria: Pros-
pects, Challenges and the Way 
Forward”. 

A major highlight of the con-
ference was the decoration of 
four new Fellows of the Society. 
The new Fellows are Aisagbonhi 
Charles of Benin Branch, Ewuim 
Sylvester Chima of Awka Branch, 
Opareke A.M. of Zaria/Kaduna 
Branch, and Malgwi Anna Mo-
hammed of Yola/Jalingo/Gombe 
Branch.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Early warnings on disease outbreaks guide 
WHO’s response in north eastern Nigeria 

T
he World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) says 
it has rapidly expanded 
and strengthened disease 
detection and response in 

support of the Federal Government’s 
response to the humanitarian crisis 

in north eastern Nigeria, where 3.7 
million people are in need of health 
assistance.

Within two weeks of scaling 
up its emergency response in late 
August 2016, WHO rolled out its 
Early Warning Alert Response Sys-

tem (EWARS) in 56 health facilities 
in Borno state. By mid-October, as 
access to some hard-to-reach areas 
improved, the number of disease 
detection sites tripled. Now 160 sites 
in Borno state are using the system, 
covering around 85% of internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) living in 
Borno state – about 1.3 million people 
in 13 Local Government Areas.

The EWARS project is an initia-
tive to strengthen disease early 
warning, alert and response in 
emergencies. ‘EWARS in a box’ con-
tains all the equipment needed to 
set up a disease surveillance system, 
including mobile phones, laptops, 
solar-powered generators and char-
gers, all specifically designed to work 
in difficult and insecure operating 
environments like north eastern 
Nigeria. It includes an application 
that can be rapidly configured and 
deployed on mobile phones within 
48 hours of an emergency being 
declared.

The advantage of the mobile ap-
plication is that data is collected and 
submitted in real time by health staff 
working in health facilities. EWARS 
also tracks disease alerts and pub-
lishes automated epidemiological 
bulletins each week to support data 
analysis and interpretation. This al-
lows WHO and Ministry of Health 
epidemiologists to access the data 
and take action on alerts far more 
rapidly than was possible before.

The EWARS application supports 
existing national disease surveil-
lance systems, in addition to expand-
ing surveillance to include other 

diseases with a public health burden 
in IDP camps and host communi-
ties, such as malaria, severe acute 
malnutrition, diarrhoea and acute 
respiratory infection. WHO works 
with Ministries of Health and health 
sector partners to train local health 
workers to use the system. EWARS 
complements Nigeria’s existing In-
tegrated Disease Surveillance and 
Response (IDSR) System which has 
been weakened by the crisis, facili-
tating real time flow of information 
for timely response. 

“With EWARS, we can quickly 
adapt to the needs on the ground 
because it provides real-time report-
ing which is beneficial to both the 
government and partners. This sys-
tem of electronic reporting is great 
because we are able to send surveil-
lance information and instantly and 
receive alerts and take appropriate 
action,” said Lawi Mshelia, director of 
Public Health, Borno State Ministry 
of Health. “With EWARS strength-
ening our weekly Integrated Disease 
Surveillance and Response reporting 
we can rapidly be alerted to poten-
tial disease outbreaks. This is crucial 
to allowing us to initiate a timely 
response with our partners. Still to 
do that, we need more resources and 
partners on the ground.”
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Sports

A
fter midweek Euro-
pean football, actions 
return to the Premier 
League this weekend. 
Jose Mourinho’s Man-

chester United side lock horns with 
Antonio Conte’s Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge on Sunday.

Mourinho enjoyed two success-
ful spells at Chelsea from 2004 
to 2007, winning three Premier 
League titles along the way.

Now, as Man United manager, 
the Portuguese returns to his for-
mer club in a crucial game for a 
place at the top of the table.

Mourinho was negative in his 
tactics at Anfield on Monday night, 
but took away the vital point from 
Liverpool.

His approach will be no different 
against Conte’s men, and it could 
well make for another boring affair.

Chelsea has recovered well af-
ter brilliant performance against 
champions Leicester, and another 
three points against United would 
get them right back in the title 
chase.

United manager Mourinho re-
turns to Stamford Bridge for only 
the second time as a manager on 
Sunday and will be looking to take 
home vital win against his former 
club. But if the record books are 
anything to go by, Mourinho’s re-
turn to Stamford Bridge may not go 
in favour of the Red Devils.

Chelsea has the best record of 
any Premier League side against 
Man United, and are the only side 
to have won more league games 
than they have lost against the Red 
Devils.

The Blues have taken 67 points 

C002D5556 Sunday 23 October 2016

Who wins bragging right at Stamford Bridge?

out of a possible 144 in 48 games 
against United in the Premier 
League, which is 17 more points 
than Arsenal have managed from 
their 48 fixtures.

The Blues have registered 16 wins 
and 19 draws against United, losing 
just 13, a far superior record to other 
Premier League ever-present. Of 
those 16 wins, Mourinho recorded 

five, which is more than any other 
Chelsea boss.

Chelsea has also registered some 
big wins over United in Premier 
League history, including the 5-0 
victory at Stamford Bridge in Octo-
ber 1999, a 3-0 win at Old Trafford 
in December 2001, and their 3-0 
win in West London in April 2006, 
which secured Mourinho’s second 

Premier League title.
Chelsea are unbeaten in seven 

league games against United; won 
three, drawn four, and if they avoid 
defeat on Sunday, it will be the first 
time in their league history they 
have gone unbeaten in eight games 
against a club.

United has also struggled during 
visits to the capital of late, winning 
only one of their last eight games 
in London, but historically they 
have taken more points away from 
Stamford Bridge than any other side 
in league history.

Chelsea are fifth on the league 
table with 16 points from 8 games. A 
win at home today will see the Blues 
climb to the top of the log, depend-
ing on the outcome of Manchester 
and Arsenal results.

 Since taking over coaching role 
at Old Trafford in August 2016, 
Mourinho has endured turbulent 
run, after huge investment on play-
ers, the 53- year old tactician is yet 
to build a formidable side and that 
cast doubts if United will claim the 
bragging right at Stamford Bridge.

With 14 points from 8 matches, 
Red devils are walloping in 7th place 
on the log.

United will desperately be seek-
ing for victory to boost their place 
in the top four on the table.

Again, the talking point of the 
game will be in the midfield, N’Golo 
Kante, and world record signing 
Paul Pogba, will battle it out and the 
one who controls the midfield better 
might be a deciding factor.

Mourinho will have a clear battle 
plan to neutralize Kante - whose 
ability to drive forward and thread 
a through pass was largely over-
looked last season.

 

Turkish Airlines World Golf Cup hits continental stage

T
urkish Airlines, Europe’s best airline 
for six consecutive years according 
to the recent Skytrax Passenger 
Survey, recently celebrated the 

beginning of Turkish Airlines World Golf 
Cup with a golf shot from Europe into Asia 
in Istanbul.

About twenty-two golf writers gathered 
in Istanbul for the fourth edition of the 
amateur tournament, which involved the 
winners of the qualifying matches from 100 
destinations around the world.

The opening ceremony of the tourna-
ment in Istanbul was held the evening of 
September 30 in Galatasaray Islet -also 
known as Suada, a small island situated just 
north of the Bosphorus Bridge, the iconic 
symbol of Istanbul, natural crossroad of 
different cultures.

During the launch, amateur players from 

 In addition, the winners of the tourna-
ment in Istanbul which ended on October 
2 in Kemer Golf Country Club, have the 
opportunity to attend the Turkish Airlines 
World Golf Final in Antalya billed for Oc-
tober 31 - November 1, where for fourteen 
times major champion Tiger Woods is 
scheduled to appear along with the top 70 
players in the Race to Dubai, to claim the 
prize of $7million.

The Grand Final will be hosted by the 
luxury Titanic Deluxe Belek at the end of 
October 2016; with a two round tourna-
ment taking place at the newly renovated 
Titanic Golf Club, a rewarding Hawtree-
designed course that offers stunning views 
of the glistening Mediterranean.

With 291 destinations worldwide, Turk-
ish Airlines is committed to delivering its 
passengers’ experiences that always exceed 
expectations, in the sport events as well as 
in each day’s flights.    
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around the world were invited to sym-
bolically hit a golf ball from one continent 
to another in a hole located on the water. 
Danny Miche of Argentina who scored 70 
meters won two business class tickets of 
Turkish Airlines for a destination of choice 
in the world.

All the participants were offered a fan-
tastic opportunity to discover the beautiful 
city of Istanbul, where Turkish Airlines has 
a luxurious lounge at Ataturk International 
Airport, as passengers enjoyed the tradi-
tional Turkish hospitality- thanks to unique 
facilities and excellent services provided.
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Serena nears retirement with WTA finals withdrawal

S
erena Williams insists she has 
no immediate plans to retire. 
Yet she appears to have begun 
a gradual walk toward the fi-
nal phase of her tennis career 

while amping up the next chapter in 
her life.

 Earlier this week, Williams an-
nounced she was withdrawing from 
the WTA Tour’s finals in Singapore. This 
marks the second year in a row that she 
closed out her season at the U.S. Open. 

Meanwhile, she’s been seen on the 
runway at New York fashion week, 
in Milan for Giorgio Armani, playing 
on clay in formalwear near the French 
Riviera and recently on stage at a Be-
yonce concert.

 She may not be ready to bow out, but 
2017 could be the start of an extended 
curtain call.

Williams played in just eight tourna-
ments in 2016, the fewest since 2011, 
the season she returned after two-foot 
surgeries and a pulmonary embolism.

 Before losing in the third round of 
the Rio Summer Olympics, Williams 
told AFP that she had no immediate 
plans for retirement:

“I love what I do every day and enjoy 
being on the court. I enjoy competing. 
I just don’t see a time when I say I don’t 
want to do this anymore.” 

Melissa Isaacson of ESPNW wrote in 
June that Williams’ subtle descent from 
dominance began after her stunning 
loss to Roberta Vinci in the semifinals 
of the 2015 U.S. Open.

 “We didn’t realize it at the time, but 
a heartbroken Williams’ missed shot at 
rare history signaled the onset of more 
changing times. Williams, who has 
captivated and enthralled tennis fans 
for the better part of her 21-year career, 
has come earthbound quickly since last 
September...”

WTA Tour in September, Williams 
spoke with Sky Sports’ Charlotte Bates 
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about why she has no definitive plans 
to retire: “If I’m losing I’m going to figure 
out a way to win, so I can’t sit here and 
say that would be it...Health issues can 
be tough. I have been dealing with a 
lot of health issues since Wimbledon 
and that has been really frustrating. 
I told Venus (Williams) that it ruined 
my Olympics.”  

According to the WTA, Williams has 
played fewer matches each year, every 
year since 2013. The number of titles 
she’s won has gone down, too. 

She won just two this year, Wimble-
don and Rome.  She seems to prefer 
winding down, instead of walking 
away abruptly like her childhood 
friend Andy Roddick, who surprised 
many when he announced his retire-
ment at the 2012 U.S. Open.

 With Margaret Court’s record of 24 

Grand Slam titles within reach, bar-
ring serious injury, it’s unlikely that 
Williams will retire before eclipsing 
that mark. 

“Williams has carefully planned 
her career, having breaks at various 
points. Some said she could not be a 
part-time tennis player and still win, 
but these periods of rest look to have 
served her well,” wrote John Lloyd for 
the Daily Mail.

 “Williams is only two Grand Slam 
titles away from Margaret Court’s all-
time record of 24. With that challenge, 
there is no way she is going to lose her 
motivation.” 

 
Her decision to withdraw from 

Singapore and concede the year-end 
No. 1 ranking to Angelique Kerber is 
another sign that Williams’ priority 

is to go into the 2017 Australian Open 
healthy enough to win.

 So don’t expect to see Williams at 
too many stops this year. Why should 
she? She’s already secured a place in 
the International Tennis Hall of Fame, 
the record books and a few American 
history books, too.

 With her status as legend tucked 
away in her pocket, the only thing left 
to play for is more Grand Slams.

 So look for Williams to chase Slams 
as long as possible. Meanwhile, expect 
to see less of Williams on the tour and 
more of her on Instagram, concert 
stages and perhaps in movies. After 
all, she’s in her mid-30s, which makes 
her a senior citizen in tennis. However, 
the mid-30s is a prime time to start a 
second career.

T
he Argentina captain struck 
a hat-trick in Barca’s 4-0 vic-
tory over Manchester City 
in Wednesday’s Champions 

League clash at Camp Nou. Messi has 12 
goals and six assists from just 10 appear-
ances this season, with four of those 
strikes coming in the two matches since 
his return from a groin injury. Speak-
ing ahead of his side’s La Liga trip to 
Valencia, Luis Enrique has backed the 
29-year-old to continue his stellar run.

 “If Leo is at his level, it’s going to be 
very difficult to find a solution to stop 
him. We still haven’t seen anyone who 
has managed it,” he said.

 Saturday’s meeting at Mestalla is 
Cesare Prandelli’s first home game since 
he officially replaced Pako Ayestaran as 
Valencia head coach this month.

 Luis Enrique admits there will be an 
element of uncertainty about what to 
expect from his opposite number, but he 
is eager to aim for the victory in order 
to close the two-point gap to Atletico 

Messi unstoppable at his best, says Enrique
Madrid and Real Madrid at the top of 
the table. “We’re facing an unknown 
Valencia, given the short time Prandelli 
has been in charge,” he said. “Their situ-
ation is not too positive, but the quality 
of their players can always make things 
difficult.

 “It’s always tough playing away 
from home. At Mestalla, with their sup-
port, it’s always tough. I don’t remember 
any easy game.

 “We’ll have to be effective in finding 
the spaces, more so against an opponent 
of a high tactical and physical level. “We 
have to take the three points and hope 
the others don’t. It’s the same strategy 
from the start of the season: improving 
our form and earning points. “Valencia 
is an intense place and Prandelli knows 
that. In my year in Italy, he was the na-
tional team coach and he showed that 
he can do things well. He’s a very well-
prepared coach. I wish him a lot of luck.”
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Children’s Hour (1)

I
t was the last Saturday of the month 
at the Old Hide Out in Surulere. The 
diners drank in the music with their 
pepper soup and beer, and chomped 
their fish & chips to the beat of rhythm 

& blues. When the music stopped, Taiwo, 
Ogbuagu and I—the Three Happy Cheers!—
we stepped up to the stage to do our thing 
before the proper Comedian seized the stage.

Ogbuagu took the mike. “Ladies and 
Gentlemen, welcome to the Old Hide Out, 
the Leisure Palace whose fame has spread 
across the nation from Abonnema to Sokoto, 
Badagry to Maiduguri. It’s been a night of 
good food and drink. We’re going to make it 
a night of laughter as well . . . .”

“Objection!” said a voice from a distant 
corner, followed by a chorus of voices. “You 
can’t eat and drink so comfortably while 
millions all over the world are starving or 
making do with a dollar a day!”

“And can you laugh when thousands are 
slaughtered every day?” said another voice.

“Did you see Aljazeera today?”
“Or BBC, SkyNews, CNN or ChannelsTV?”
“ Yeah .  .  .  All  the news is war and 

bloodshed. Suicide bombings. Machine 
gunnings by domestic terrorists. Beheadings 
by international terrorists. Al Qaeda, Al 
Shabaab, ISIS, Boko Haram, Fulani Militia.”

“How can you afford to laugh?”
The air was so tense you could slice it like 

fruit cake.
“If we don’t laugh,” shouted someone from 

left flank, “we will have to cry and never stop 
crying. We must laugh to stay alive!”

The entire hall broke into grateful applause, 
subsiding finally into bubbles of conversation.

Then, one middle-aged man stepped up 
to the stage. He cut a friendly home-made 
figure in his classic hand-woven embroidered 
traditional sleeveless flared top, now mostly 
worn by talking drummers and praise-singers. 
He took up the microphone.

“I’m sorry to interrupt your group, Mr. 
O. J. I don’t know about machine gunnings 
and beheadings. But our children are asking 
questions.”

“What sort of questions?”
“All sorts of questions. You see, I’m only 

a Village Headmaster from Ogun State. They 
call me HM. I can’t answer all their questions. 
I thought Taiwo, Ogbuagu and you can help. 
You seem to know everything.”

“We may seem that way,” said Taiwo, “but, 
as the poet said, all that glitters is not gold.”

“Can I bring the children? . . . Come on, 
Children!”

And what a rush! Boys and girls of different 
sizes. Fifteen to twenty of them. They sprawled 
cross-legged all over the stage.

“The Master said: Permit the children to 
come to me,” said Taiwo solemnly. “From 
their lips shall the grown-ups be instructed.”

“Thank you,” said HM. “Children, here is 
your chance to be heard. Speak now.”

Three or four hands went up. HM walked 
up to the nearest child, pulled him up and 
handed him the mike.

“Please sir, we heard that some banks have 
gone into laundry & dry cleaning. Why? Is 
their business expanding, or is it failing and 
folding up?”

The hall exploded in laughter.
“Tell us more,” said Ogbuagu. “Which 

banks?”
“I don’t know, sir.”
“What did government say to them?”
“I don’t know if government said anything. 

I don’t think laundry & dry cleaning is against 
the law, sir.”

“It is against the law for banks,” shouted 
one child. “Banks are supposed to stick to 
their job.”

“What is their job?” asked another child.
“Their job is to take money and give 

money, not to take clothes and give clothes 
because washermen do that.”

“That is called competition,” said another 
child. “Banks must compete with other banks, 
not with dry cleaners and washermen.”

“So why are some banks dry cleaning and 
laundering if it is against the law?”

“It means they are lawbreakers. Criminals.” 
“Are you sure they launder clothes? I think 

they launder money.”
“How can you launder money?”
“You know we have so much dirty money. 

Money so dirty you don’t want to touch it. 
I think the banks are trying to win more 
customers by washing the money they give.”

“Are you sure? What brand of soap can 
they use without damaging the money?”

“I think only the plastic money can be 
washed. N5 to N50. The rest is paper money.”

“Yes, paper money will soak up water and 
break in pieces.” 

“That’s the BIG money. Paper money 
cannot be washed.”

“I think they launder paper money with 
special chemicals.”

“There’s no such chemicals to launder 
money.”

“Yes there is. It’s imported. I heard it on 
the radio. Only three banks sell it—Bank 
of America, Bank of England, and Bank of 
Switzerland.”

At that point the Comedian appeared. 
“We’re not ready for jokes,” Taiwo told 

him. 
He rolled his eyes in fake surprise, but 

before he could speak Madam strode in. 
“How is it going?” she asked.
“The children are holding a conference,” 

said Ogbuagu.
“Oh good. . . . Next Saturday is October 1st. 

I will have a BIG Independence Day Cake for 
everybody!”

The children cheered.
“Thank you, Auntie!! . . . Thank you, 

Auntie!!!” 
“Bring your friends!” 
“ C h i l d r e n ’s  H o u r  c o n t i n u e s  o n 

Independence Day. Thank you, HM!”

• To be continued.
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Week
Quotes of the

Many computer users consider antivirus 
software essential, especially when access-
ing online content and downloading files 
or programs. Not all antivirus utilities are 
created equal: some offer more features 
than just virus detection. Understanding 
the various features offered by antivirus 
software allows you to compare different 
programs based on what functions they 
offer and to choose the virus protection 
that meets your needs.

The primary function of antivirus 
software is to detect and remove computer 
viruses. This is typically done by scanning 
files on your computer and comparing 
data in the files to a database of known 
virus signatures. This database is updated 
regularly, often several times each day, to 
ensure that your antivirus program has the 
most up-to-date virus definitions to detect 
all known virus threats. Most antivirus 
software has the ability to detect viruses 
both during a scan and in real time at the 
point of infection.

Many antivirus programs also moni-
tor your computer for signs that system 
components are not functioning correctly, 
which can be an indication that your 
system is infected even if a virus has not 
been detected. Upon recognizing system 
problems that are likely caused by a virus, 
the antivirus software can initiate a scan 
to detect the cause of the problem. If the 
scan detects a virus, the infected file will be 
quarantined, deleted, or otherwise treated.

Blogs
From the 

“We discovered that Obasanjo was stupendously richer 
than he should ordinarily be. If not for us, Obasanjo would 
have wanted everything to be covered up completely. So, in 
his “My Watch”, Obasanjo lashed out on us and said all sorts 
of negative things about CACOL and the person of Debo 
Adeniran”. Debo Adeniran, executive chairman, Coalition 
Against Corrupt Leaders (CACOL).
“There was no exchange of any kind; certainly there was 
no swap of any kind and I think the truth of the matter 
of course as you know even when we started negotiation 
we had said that we were ready to consider whatever 
options there were. But I believe that very fortunately 
God truly helped us in the negotiations”. Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo.
“To promote the patronage of our domestic businesses, the 
Senate has gone as far as amending the Procurement Act 
to urge government ministries, departments and agencies 
to key into this initiative. It is our hope that Nigerian busi-
nesses can begin to benefit from the over two million naira 
in government expenditure in the 2016 budget”. President 
of the Senate, Bukola Saraki.

Numbers
  N1trn
Vice-President Yemi Osinbanjo has said that the 
Federal Government is working with stakeholders to 
raise one trillion naira to provide affordable housing 
for Nigerians.

N59bn
The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) slipped further 
by N59 billion or 0.61 per cent to close at N9.567 tril-
lion against N9.626 trillion achieved on Wednesday.
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