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An unexpected snow alert 
caused the Federal 
Government to shut down on 
March 6, hampering the NBA 
delegation’s Hill appointments during the NAB State 
Leadership Conference held March 3-6 in Washington, 
DC.  A ten inch snow paralyzed areas just west of the 
beltway, and the threat of bad weather caused the 
Federal Government to shut down the day of the Hill 
visits which had been scheduled by the NBA group. 
 
President/Executive Director Marty Riemenschneider 
was able to re-schedule the House visits to the prior 
afternoon, however.  The NBA delegation included NBA 
Chair Angie Stenger, KUSO/KNEN, Norfolk; Chair-Elect 
and NBA LLC Craig Eckert, Platte River Radio, Kearney

-Hastings;  Vice-Chair Jason Effinger, KOLN/KGIN TV, Lincoln-Grand Island and 
Secretary-Treasurer Taylor Walet, Clear Channel, Omaha. 
 
Due to the impending weather, the offices of Senator Johanns were closed that 
day and because of a communication snafu, the delegation was not able to meet with 
Senator Deb Fischer either.  Fortunately, the delegation was able to meet 
personally with Congressman Adrian Smith, paid a visit to Congressman Lee 
Terry’s office and met with his new Telecom aide, Graham Dufault and also met 
with the legislative aide in Congressman Fortenberry’s office. 
 
The delegation met briefly with Lee Terry in person, thanking him for his continuing 
support on four broadcast issues and for his co-sponsoring the new House Resolution 
(H Con Res 16) which has been labeled the Local Radio Freedom Act, a resolution 
expressing opposition to a performance tax, which was introduced again in this 
Congress by Reps. Mike Conaway (TX-11) and Gene Green (TX-29) in the House.   
Terry was one of 71 Congressional representatives who signed on as co-sponsors of 
the resolution, which has been also labeled as the “Anti-Performance Tax.”  While in 
the house meetings, Rep. Adrian Smith indicated he once again would support the 
resolution and the issue was also brought up in our meetings with Rep. Fortenberry’s 
aide. 
 
Had the delegation been able to meet with our senators, we would have asked for 
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Snowquester (continued) 

their support on a Senate version of the resolution (S Con Res 6), which was just announced on that 
Wednesday.  It is hoped that an NBA delegation can meet with both Sens. Johanns and Fischer very soon, to 
ask for their support.  During the 112th Congress, all five of the Nebraska delegation supported that resolution. 
 
Also, due to the weather, the Nebraska Breakfast, held in the Derksen Senate Office building cafeteria was 
cancelled. 
 
In addition to the Performance Tax, the delegation presented three other issues for our Congressional 
members to consider for their support.  They include the TV Spectrum Auction, Re-transmission consent and 
advertising restrictions that could hurt local companies. 
 
President Riemenschneider attended the winter meeting of NASBA  (National Alliance of State Broadcaster 
Associations) from March 3-4 at the Ritz-Carlton.  Bud Walters, President and CEO of the Cromwell Radio 
Group presented a proposal that is being worked out with some of the major radio groups and Sprint top put 
30 million FM Chips into smart phones.  More information regarding the program will be distributed to NBA 
members very soon.  Otherwise, the state associations heard from Senator Gordon Smith, NAB President/
CEO, and a panel of experts regarding some of the states considering the removal of advertising as a tax-
exempt service.  The panel included:  Jim duBois, Minnesota Broadcasters Association; Jim Davidson, the 
Advertising Coalition; Clark Rector, American Advertising Federation; Peter Kosmala, American Association 
of Advertising Agencies; and Keith Scarborough, Association of National Advertisers.  The NASBA meeting 
was ably lead by Sharon Tinsley, Alabama Broadcasters Association who, along with the executive board, 
has done a great job for the organization.  Steve Willard, long time Executive Director of the South Dakota 
Broadcasters Association was elected as the new President of the alliance. 

 
The NAB State Leadership conference opened with a nice reception on Monday 
evening at the Ritz-Carlton, and following that, the Nebraska delegation met for 
dinner.  Also attending that evening was NBA Legal Counsel, John Wells King 
and his fiancé Susan Dyer;  Eric Brown, retired general manager of Nebraska 
Rural Radio Association (KRVN/KNEB/KTIC) who happened to be in DC on a 
separate lobbying trip, Angie Stenger’s husband Jeremy and Marty 
Riemenschneider’s significant other, Kathy Graham. 
 

On Tuesday, the State Leadership conference was packed, with all day sessions.  The meeting began with 
opening remarks from NAB joint board chair Paul Karpowicz, President of the Meredith Corporation. 
 
Senator Gordon H. Smith, President and CEO of the NAB, spoke on the state 
of the Broadcasting industry and speakers included The Honorable Gene 
Green (TX 29), Senator Orrin Hatch (UT) and Senator Patrick Leahy (VT). 
 
An FCC panel discussion was held with FCC Commissioners Ajit Pai and Jessica 
Rosenworcel.  The Leadership Luncheon Speaker was ABC News chief, White 
House correspondent, Jonathan Karl. 
 
Several NASBA state directors were recognized, including the immediate past 
president of NASBA, Sharon Tinsley (Alabama) and retiring state association executives, Don Hicks, 
Missouri; Greg MacDonald, Montana; Lou Monson, Louisiana; and Mike Rice, Connecticut.  A special 
tribute was paid to Ann Arnold, long time president of the Texas Association of Broadcasters who passed 
away in the fall of 2012. 
 
After a NABPAC reception at the Source, members and guests enjoyed the SLC Leadership Conference 
Reception that was held at the Newseum on Tuesday evening.   
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10/11 has announced the launch of KNPL-TV, a high-definition television station 
broadcasting in the North Platte market.  On or about September 1, 2013, 10/11 
will launch KNPL as 10/11 North Platte.  10/11 North Platte will be the first local 
CBS affiliate in the area.  The station will also broadcast high-definition local 
newscasts in the North Platte market.  
 

The acquisition comes on the heels of 10/11’s addition of 10/11 Central Nebraska (KSNB), a full-power HD 
station. (see separate article on page 6) 
 
“10/11 has always been known for leading the way in statewide coverage.  The addition of 10/11 North 
Platte is another step toward better serving the great local communities in Nebraska.  ” said 10/11 President 
Jason Effinger. 
 
10/11 North Platte’s high-definition newscast will be the area’s first local news at 6:30pm. “We’re excited to 
give viewers in North Platte a high-definition choice for early evening news,” said 10/11 News Director Sue 
Ramsett. “Having a statewide network means we’ll be able to provide viewers in North Platte with local 
news and instant access to other news that matters to North Platte:  daily Husker practice reports, updates 
from the Legislature, the State Fair, or Husker Harvest Days…the possibilities are endless.” 
 
In addition to local news, weather, and sports, 10/11 North Platte programming will feature CBS 
programming, including NCIS, 60 Minutes, and NFL football, and locally-produced programming such as Pure 
Nebraska, and 10/11 PrepZone Weekly.   

10/11 North Platte Debuts September 2013 

New RADAR Report: 242.8 Million Listen to Radio 

From the RADAR 116 National Radio Listening Report, Arbitron says radio’s audience increased year over 

year, adding more than 1.6 million weekly listeners.  And, according to Arbitron, radio now reaches 242.8 

million listeners in an average week.  Teens 12-17 show the largest gains, with radio reaching nearly 23 

million teens in an average week.  66.5 million adults 18-34 listen to radio every week, which translates to 

92% of the people in that demographic. 

IHeartRADIO Gets New Features 

Clear Channel says a new feature called “Add-Ins,” is now available to listeners using iHeartRADIO on the 
desktop.  The feature will enable iHeartRADIO listeners to insert short local news, weather, and traffic updates 
into their custom stations.  Once a listener starts a custom station, the first add-in will play about eight minutes 
later.  They will air every hour after that, but if there’s a station change, it will play eight minutes in again. 
 

Tom Taylor says, “This is Clear Channel adding a dimension to its customized radio stations that Pandora 

hasn’t shown an interest in doing….local “service features” like news and weather.”   As Clear Channel’s 

President of Digital Brian Lakamp says, “iHeart users can get timely local updates in a way no other digital 

radio service can replicate.  You can choose ‘Add-Ins’ on the iHeart website now.  Apps for iPhone, Android and 

other devices are coming soon.” 
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Emergency Alert System Sessions Held at NASBA in Washington DC  

March 4, 2013, 

Report by Jim Skinner, SECC Chair 

(Note:  The NBA underwrote Jim Skinner’s trip to Washington, DC in orders for him to 

be able to attend the EAS Session.   Jim is Nebraska’s SECC Chair and is employed as 

an engineer at KPTM/KXVO in Omaha) 

All the sessions were well attended by Government Officials and other leaders in emergency alerting to the public.  

Excellent information was packed into four quick sessions.  The EAS sessions where organized by Suzanne Goucher, 

President & CEO of Maine Association of Broadcasters. 

The February intrusion into broadcasters EAS equipment (commonly called Zombie Alert) was discussed.  Basic security 

measures have been recommended by the FCC to avoid stations susceptibility to similar intrusions.  There is legal pursuit 

of the perpetrators which limits how much the FCC can say about it.  However, it was generally agreed that this was a 

wake-up call and the EAS system will become stronger and more secure as a result. 

Suzanne questioned whether public internet is a good communications means for emergency alerting.  FCC and FEMA 

officials assured us that with good security practices it is a reliable, cost effective and secure way to interconnect EAS 

and cell telephone alerting. 

Cell phone alerts are now officially Wireless Emergency Alerts “WEA” and will no longer be called CMAS. 

Bob Hoever from National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) mentioned that they send Amber Alerts 
to cell phones with IPAWS/WEA. 

The FCC is opening a new window in the spirit of its “expedited Auction 83 licensing initiative” which is part of the LPFM 
proceeding. It gives proponents of translator CPs that are not mutually exclusive to any others the chance to file for CPs 
in a non-auction environment. 

The FCC stated, “This window is limited to timely filed proposals which are not mutually exclusive with any other 
applications submitted in the Auction 83 Filing Window and specify transmitter site locations which are (1) outside all 
Spectrum Limited markets and (2) not within 39 km of any Spectrum Limited market grid. These ‘singleton’ applications 
are exempt from the Commission’s auction procedures.” 

The FCC requires a Form 349 for each eligible facility by 3/28/13. Appendix A to the announcement, listing the proposals 
germane to this proceeding, can be seen here: http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2013/db0226/DA
-13-283A2.pdf 

FCC Opens Window for Uncontested FM Translator Applications 

Meteorologists Mike LaPoint and Cheryl Lemke have joined WOWT, the NBC affiliate in Omaha. 

LaPoint comes to WOWT from WPXI in Pittsburgh, where he worked for five years. He will be WOWT’s chief meteorolo-
gist, replacing Jim Flowers, who left the station in December. 

Lemke joins WOWT from WSBT in South Bend, where she has worked since 2010. Prior to that, Lemke spent 22 years at 
The Weather Channel. In her new role at WOWT, she will focus on special projects for the station and its weather-
related digital channel. 

Two New Faces at WOWT Omaha 
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Northpine Reports that KIMI 107.7 FM is on the Air 

New Omaha rimshot KIMI/107.7 (Sidney, IA) is on the air testing with Classic Rock. Station owner Victor Michael 

posted a video on YouTube with audio of one of the test broadcasts as heard on a clock radio in Council Bluffs. KIMI 
uses 50kW/124m from a tower south of Pacific Junction, IA, delivering a good signal to Omaha and Council Bluffs.  
 
The station was originally licensed to Humboldt, NE on 107.9 but was never on the air there for more than a few days, 
according to FCC filings. It was able to move to 107.7 Sidney after the FCC's unusual move to delete the allotment and 
construction permit for KGGG/107.7 (Pacific Junction), which was plagued by complaints about interference to 
navigation equipment at Eppley Airfield and Offutt Air Force Base. The FCC refunded Connoisseur Media the money it 
spent at auction for the frequency. (2/18/2012) 

2013 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

Radio’s largest independent network has restructured its executive suite. Dial Global, which has had a trio of co-CEOs, 
will turn to a more traditional executive line-up. Spencer Brown becomes the company’s sole CEO, while Ken 
Williams becomes his number two and takes the title of president. Co-CEO David Landau is exiting Dial Global. 

NEW CEO Named at Dial Global 

Streamline Buys RBR/TVBR 

Eric Rhoads, chairman of Streamline Publishing Inc., has announced that the company has closed on the 

purchase of Radio Business Report/Television Business Report (RBR-TVBR), a broadcast-industry trade 

publication with a strong focus on the financial sector. Streamline is the owner of Radio Ink magazine, Radio 

Ink Daily Headlines, and RadioInk.com.  

Rhoads said, "The acquisition is designed to expand Streamline's platform and commitment to the 

broadcasting industry. RBR is a 30-year-old established brand in radio and has gained respect for its 

financial and business reporting in the industry." 

All tests occur on Tuesdays on the following dates: 
 

APRIL 16 AT 11:00 PM    SEPTEMBER 17 AT 10:00 AM 

MAY 21 AT 10:00 AM    OCTOBER 15 AT 11:00 PM 

JUNE 18 AT 11:00 PM    NOVEMBER 19 AT 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED) 

JULY 16 AT 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED) DECEMBER 17 AT 11:00 PM     

AUGUST 20 AT 11:00 PM      

Schedule is also available on the Nebraska EAS Yahoo calendar: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nebraskaeas/cal 
 
* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and cable 

systems. All times are Central. 
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Dick Chapin, who turned 90 on March 20, is celebrating his 60th anniversary in the radio 

business. Chapin joined KFOR in Lincoln, NE in 1953. Chapin ran the Stuart family’s group 

of Midwestern stations for decades, until they sold out in the early 1980s. There he 

developed some of the people who have left big marks in our country’s radio landscape, 

including former RAB President Gary Fries. 

 

While running the Stuart group Chapin became the first person to be serve as both Joint 

Board Chairman of the NAB and Chairman of the RAB. In 2001, Chapin received the 

American Broadcast Pioneer Award from the Broadcasters Foundation. Chapin also served two terms as NBA 

Chairman in 1956 and 1979, was in the inaugural Hall of Fame induction in 1972 and was given the University 

of Nebraska College of Journalism and Mass Communications/Nebraska Broadcasters Association’s Pioneer 

Award in 2003. Since the early 1980s he’s been an active broker. Chapin's good friend Dean Sorenson tells 

us that Chapin still goes into the office 6 days a week, "and to the radio stations in nearby Fremont to share 

his ideas, wisdom and hopes for bigger and better local radio service." 

 
Send Dick a happy birthday and a happy anniversary at dchapin@inetnebr.com 

Happy Birthday Dick Chapin! 

Gray KSNB Enabled by FCC Waiver 

Gray Broadcasting asked for and received an FCC failing station waiver, enabling it to acquire KSNT-TV Lincoln 
NE and pair it up with KOLN-TV Omaha and a Grand Island NE satellite. 

Gray proposed to acquire the station from Thomas F. Mitts’ Colins Broadcasting Corporation in a $1.25M deal 
filed with the FCC 12/23/12. 

At one time the station was a Lincoln satellite for a Fox station serving Omaha, but that relationship ended 
12/1/09. Attempts to run it as a local-oriented indy since have not borne fruit, and have left the station with 
losses including $137K in 2010, $72K in 2011 and $158K through the first ten months of 2012. 

Lincoln is considered to be part of the Omaha DMA, where Gray’s KOLN carries CBS, and its population of 
television licensees is not sufficient to support a television duopoly, hence the need for a waiver. 

In granting the waiver, the FCC noted Gray’s promise to upgrade the station’s facilities, to add 30 minutes of 
local news daily and to increase its capability to provide children’s programming and emergency alerts. 

Testimony on behalf of allowing the acquisition was supplied to the FCC by Mitt Younts, who noted that 
brokerage firm Patrick Communications was engaged by Colins to seek a buyer for the station and failed. On 
its own, Colins found a pair of potential buyers, but only Gray actually entered into good-faith negotiations for 
the station. No potential out-of-market buyers were found. 

For all these reasons, the FCC found the failing station waiver to be in the public interest and approved the 
deal. 

Bob Prather, President and COO of Gray, commented: “We are excited by the opportunity to expand our 
investment in Central Nebraska. This new station provides further evidence of Gray’s long commitment to 
serving dynamic markets and the valued residents and businesses in those communities.” 
 
This courtesy of RBR. By Dave Seyler on Feb, 28 2013 
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“I’ve never been to Washington D.C., I don’t like politics.” That was the line a client 
shared with me after I returned from the NAB State Leadership Conference.  I’m not 
necessarily a political person, but I do enjoy watching the process.  Maybe it’s the 
reporter in me, or maybe it’s because I didn’t pay close enough attention in high school 
government so I feel like I’m still learning.  But what his statement did for me was 
make me think about why the Nebraska Broadcasters make it a priority to visit the 
Capitol each year. 
 

We don’t go to be political.  We go to be proactive.  The annual trip to Washington D.C. highlights the 
importance of building relationships with the Senators and Representatives from Nebraska.  The NBA has 
always been the voice of Nebraska broadcasters on the issues and laws that might affect your business.  
Whether it is the performance tax that could cripple local radio stations, or retransmission consent that could 
take away the right for local TV broadcasters to negotiate in the free market...by meeting with our 
congressional delegation and their staffs we can show them real life examples of how this will affect 
Nebraskans – the people they represent. 
 

You may think the Senators and Congressmen are only wooed by big lobbyists, but you need to think about 
the fact that those who represent us are also one of us…Nebraskans.  They truly listen to the message that 
comes to them from their home state.  While they see the NBA board members each spring in Washington 
D.C. and occasionally when they are back during break, it can be even more important for them to see you 
when they are in your community.  You are the ones that the NBA advocates for and you can solidify the 
stance of local broadcasters by introducing yourself to them and giving them a face to put with the issues.  
Please reach out to them, either by phone, email or even a written note.  I’m not asking you to be political, 
you don’t have attend a rally or make a donation to their campaign, just make your voice heard on a very 
local level. 
 

NBA President Marty Riemenschneider does a phenomenal job of keeping you, our members, up to date on 
FCC and legislative topics that pop up that may affect your business.  But, if there is something that you 
need more information about or you’d like us to address as a board, please feel free to contact Marty in the 
NBA office at anytime. 

Chairperson’s Column by Angela Stenger 

In a webinar on March 6, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials cautioned 
emergency alert system (EAS) participants, including radio and TV stations, to improve the 
security of the EAS equipment.  Noting last month’s unauthorized breaches that caused a 
handful of stations to issue face warnings of a zombie attack, FEMA reminded stations to take 
steps to enhance security, such as hanging the default password on their EAS devices and 

improving staff training in cyber-security. 
 
FEMA also recommended that stations periodically assess their networks for vulnerabilities and if stations 
lack in-house staff familiar with security measures, engage an outside expert or take advantage of tools that 
are available online.  FEMA also issued a set of cyber best practice that all stations should download.  The 
webinar also featured a discussion of the growing importance of broadcasters’ role during emergencies as 
the cellular industry rolls out wireless emergency alerts (WEAs), which provide an alternative “bell-ringer” for 
emergencies and instruct citizens to “tune to local media” for more information.   

FEMA Warns Broadcasters to Guard EAS Against Hackers 
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Board Briefs Summary of the NBA Board of Directors Winter  Meeting, held on 
February 12th, at the Nebraska State Education Headquarters in Lincoln, NE. 

Chairperson Angie Stenger called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Minutes of the 
quarterly board meeting of November 17, 2012 were approved by voice vote.   As 
Secretary-Treasurer Taylor Walet was not able to attend the meeting, Stenger 
presented the financial statements for November and December, 2012 were approved 
by the board.  January 2013 financials were reviewed by Stenger as well, pending 
completion and final analysis by our CPA. 

 
Hall of Fame Committee Chair, Dr. Larry Walklin reviewed the Hall of Fame voting procedure.   Five 
individuals were nominated for the two new Hall of Fame inductions.  They included Ken Fearnow, Chuck 
Stevens, recently retired sportscaster, Lloyd Thomas and Dave Weber, semi-retired sport personality.   
Lynne Grasz, formerly of KOLN/KGIN TV, and CBS, New York was re-nominated from the existing list of prior 
nominees.  The board voted to induct Fearnow and Thomas. (complete bios of these future inductees  can be 
found on page 12 of this newsletter). 
 
Walklin also serves as co-chair of Media of Nebraska/ Cameras in the Courtroom and Freedom of Information 
and reported on those items.   He mentioned that Judge Gerrard of the Lancaster County Court is now in 
favor of the installation of camera in his courtroom, joining two other courtrooms that now house cameras.  
Pricing and installation are pending and it is believed that the Nebraska Press Association will share in the cost 
of the purchase and installation of this equipment. 
 
President Riemenschneider reviewed recent Nebraska legislative bills of interest, LB405 and LB406, which 
would have eliminated the sales tax exemption on “Syndicated Programming.”  NBA lobbyist Walt Radcliffe 
said the wording of this section of the bills was vague and didn’t think they would make it out of committee. 
Chair Stenger discussed the upcoming State Leadership Conference which will be held in Washington DC in 
March. 
 
Regarding member services, Riemenschneider reported that the NBA paid internship had been renewed for 
2013 and that the EEO scholarship was being renewed for 2013-2014.   He also reported on the upcoming 
2013 Alternative Inspection program. 
 
The scholarship program is being expanded again.  In addition to scholarships being awarded to UNO, UNK, 
UNL , Wayne State College and Doane College he has entered into an agreement to provide new scholarships 
to Hastings College and Central Community College in Hastings.  Angie Stenger will be contacting Northeast 
Community College to inform them that they will also qualify once they become NBA members. 
 
The board approved a grant to contribute $500 toward the expenses Nebraska SECC Jim Skinner will incur 
to attend the EAS Conference to be held in Washington, DC on March 4, 2013. 
 
Jason Effinger presented a new candidate for the ongoing NBA PSA campaign, The Revitalization of 
Nebraska’s Centennial Mall, which will replace the recently retired Suicide Prevention Campaign, and was 
approved by the board.  After some discussion it was suggested that a committee will formulate guidelines 
and a policy for the association to follow when considering future PSA partnerships.  Members of the 
committee include Angie Stenger, Patrick Maag, Andy Ruback, Craig Eckert , Jason Effinger and 
Ariel Roblin from KETV, Omaha. 
 
Stenger reviewed the lineup of 2013 convention sessions and changes to the Awards of Excellence categories. 
Joy Patten reported that NBA Hall of Famer, Roger Larson had suffered a near fatal heart attack and that 
Hall of Fame member Roger Dodson had suffered a stroke, but no other information was available at the 
time. 

(continued on next page) 
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Board Briefs (continued) 

 April 15  August 19   November 18 

 May 20  September 16  December 16 

 June 17  October 21  

 July 15           

All programs scheduled to air at 2pm Central, 1pm Mountain. 

All Governor’s Call In shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the satellite uplink is provided from the Husker Sports/IMG 
Network.  Schedule is subject to change upon the availability of Governor Heineman.    

Stenger announced that the Spring board meeting will be held in Norfolk sometime in late May-early June, to 
be determined. 
 
The board enjoyed lunch with Governor Heineman at the Governor’s mansion. The Governor spoke about 
tax reform and President Riemenschneider told him of his plans to introduce a “First Informer” bill during the 
2014 Legislative session.  The meeting reconvened at the NSEA and was adjourned at 2:35 p.m.  

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2013 

Governor Heineman’s Call In Program Undergoes Changes, Improvements Planned 

As of January 1, 2013, the Governor’s Call-In show ceased to be carried by KOIL 1290 AM due to programming changes 
and now is heard in Omaha on Salem’s KCRO, 660 AM.  General Manager Greg Vogt said he was pleased to be able to 
continue to make the program available in the Omaha metro. 
 
As a result of this change, a review of the program has been underway, and plans to archive the monthly program will 
begin soon, being made available on the NBA website. 
 
“We have decided to offer this archiving in order to better serve the listeners”, said Marty Riemenschneider, 
President/Executive Director of the NBA.   The program is heard each month from 2-3 pm Central time on some 40 radio 
stations across the state, and has been continuously broadcast for almost 22 years.  Not everyone can hear the program 
live, so by storing shows on the NBA website (www.ne-ba.org)  more constituents will be able to tune in and listen on 
demand, he said. 
 
Talks are underway to add live television coverage of the program, and it is anticipated that a video camera position will 

be installed at the KFOR 1240 AM studios in Lincoln, where the monthly show originates.   The state-wide program is 

hosted by the University of Nebraska College of Journalism and Mass Communications’ Professor Rick Alloway and is 

distributed via satellite from Husker Radio Sports. 

CYBERLAUNCH    REGIONAL RADIO REPS CORPORATION 
Omaha     Cleveland, Ohio 
Charles Warner, President    Shayna Sharp 
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Eagle Radio President to Receive Pioneer Award from Broadcasters  
Foundation of America 

Bob Schmidt, long time President and CEO of Eagle Communications will be recognized with 
the Pioneer Award by the Broadcasters Foundation of America.  Eagle Communications owns 
two radio clusters in Nebraska in North Platte (KOOQ-AM/KELN-FM/KNPQ-FM) and Alliance-
Chadron (KCOW-AM/KAAQ-FM/KQSK-FM/KCNB-FM). 
 
The award will be presented at the Foundation’s annual breakfast on April 10, during the 
National Association of Broadcaster’s Show in Las Vegas. In addition to Schmidt, four other 
individuals with highly distinguished careers will also be honored for their contributions to the 
broadcast industry. They include Charles Osgood, CBS News; Skip Finley, Former executive 

with Inner City Broadcasting; David Kennedy, former President and CEO of Susquehanna Broadcasting; and Mike 

McKinnon of McKinnon Broadcasting. 
 
Schmidt served in the Navy in the Philippines in WWII. He then began a career in Radio while in college as a 
sportscaster. Upon graduation from Fort Hays State University in 1950, he was appointed General Manager of KAYS 
Radio. He was elected Vice President and Director in 1952 of KAYS, Inc. 
 
In 1989 he purchased control of the corporation and was elected President/CEO. While leading the corporation, the 
company built or purchased 24 Radio and Television stations and 12 Cable Systems in Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri and 
Texas. The company currently owns and operates 28 “Award Winning” community radio stations and serves 30 
communities with broadband service including internet, video, and voice service. The company also offers wireless 
broadband service in many of the rural areas they serve. 
 
Schmidt retired as President/CEO of Eagle Communications in 1998 and sold the majority interest in the company to its 
employees through a Employee Stock Ownership Plan. Nearly 300 Eagle Employee Owners continue to build the 
company and share in the value of ownership. Bob Schmidt maintains his office in Hays and supervises the 
management of Sweetwater Ranch near Hays, he is also actively involved in numerous business projects including real 
estate, stocks/bonds, and oil and gas development. 
 
Among the leadership awards Schmidt has received: 

• “Distinguished Service Award” – Kansas Association of Broadcasters (1972) 

• “Kansas Broadcaster Hall of Fame” – Kansas Association of Broadcasters (2000) 

• “Broadcaster of the Year” – University of Kansas (1964) 

• “Outstanding Young Man of the Year Award” – Hays Chamber of Commerce (1956) 
 
The Pioneer Awards are given annually in recognition of career contributions to the broadcast industry and the 
community at large, and are named in honor of iconic broadcaster Ward L. Quaal. 

Former Omaha Broadcasting Legend Dies 

Jimmy O'Neill, a disc jockey who became a national celebrity as the host of "Shindig" has died. At one time he was 
Los Angeles' top rated radio DJ when he gained national status as host of one of the earliest rock 'n' roll shows on prime 
time-television. The 73 year old had diabetes and heart problems, said his son, James O'Neill. 

He was born in 1940 in Enid, OK. His parents divorced when he was a toddler and was raised by his mother. At 15, he 
took a high school class in broadcasting and won a chance to have his own two-hour show on the local radio station.  

O'Neill spent some time on radio in Omaha, with a show on WOW radio in 1973 before abruptly switching to KOIL in 
1975. He became an Omaha institution even after he left the air for the program director position at KRCB. 

After an advertising agency venture fell through in 1981, O'Neill simply disappeared. Weeks later, he left Omaha.  

Married three times, O'Neill is survived by a son and daughter; two stepchildren; three grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. 
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99% of Americans Want Their Car Radios! 

Tom Taylor reported that if our fellow Americans say that if they were buying a car next week, more than 
99% of them want FM in the dashboard.  Paul Kelly of Kelly Music Research shared the numbers for various 
kinds of radio, from a recent nationwide study of 509 adults age 18-54.  When it comes to FM, 89% rate it as 
“very important” and 10% say its “important.”  Mark Ramsey sampled 1,000 consumers about whether they’d 
miss AM/FM radio.  Overwhelming answer- YES.  About 65% said they strongly disagree when asked this 
question- “if automakers removed AM/FM from my next car, I probably wouldn’t notice.” 10.1% said “agree.”  
The answer to Ramsey’s next question was even clearer—“it’s okay if automakers remove AM/FM radios…
because I could always listen to my favorite station on my mobile device via the internet.”  Again 75% were in 
the strongly “disagree “column and only 7.7% checked “agree.” 
 
Here’s what Ramsey said concluded from the online research fielded March 9-10…”The ability to access audio 

content via the Internet from mobile devices is not viewed by consumers as a substitute for the easy, 

ubiquitous, dependable radios in their dashboard.  It’s viewed as a complement, a new platform for new 

choices…not an invitation to limit the choice to the mobile device-only.” 

Performance Tax  ”Local Radio Freedom Act” Introduced in the Senate 

As reported in the NBA State Leadership article, Sens. Heidi Heitkamp (ND) and John Barrasso (WY) have 
introduced S. Con. Res. 6, the Local Radio Freedom Act in the Senate.  The advocacy team at NAB 
successfully worked with the policymakers to ensure the re-introduction of this bipartisan resolution that 
recognizes the promotional value of music aired on free, local radio stations.   
 
The House version, (H Con Res.16) has already garnered 89 cosponsors as of March 15.   In the 112th 
Congress, more than 300 lawmakers from both sides of the aisle cosponsored the Local Radio Freedom Act, 
demonstrating their opposition to a tax on local radio stations.  In the 113th Congress, NAB’s advocacy team 
will continue to fight any attempts to impose a performance tax on radio stations simply for airing and 
promoting artists’ music.   With help from NBA member stations, we can educate policymakers about the 
harm that performance tax legislation would cause to local radio stations and their listeners, as well as the 
tremendous promotional value radio provides to artists and record sales.   
 
Members of Congress will be working from their home districts from March 23-April 8.  If you have an 
opportunity to meet with any of our Senators or Congressmen, urge them to cosponsor the Local Radio 
Freedom Act if they haven’t already.  And send thanks to Congressman Lee Terry for co-sponsoring this 
legislation. 

NBA Awards of Excellence Competition Streamlined for 2013 

The convention committee has reviewed the categories for the 2013 NBA Awards of Competition and have 
streamlined the different segments.  They now include a student competition series of categories.   
 
Gone are the sub-categories for Public Service and Service to Children.    
 
News and Sports categories have been separated from sub-categories into their own respective categories in 
order to make the electronic entry process easier and more streamlined.  The website, Best in Broadcasting, 
has been upgraded to be more user-friendly as well.  Details will be announced soon as to the dates the 
competition covers and the availability of members to practice using the site. 
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TWO NEW INDUCTEES INTO THE NBA HALL OF FAME ANNOUNCED 

The NBA board of directors selected two new Hall of Fame inductees during its 
Winter Meeting, held on February 12th at the Nebraska State Education 
Association headquarters in Lincoln.  Former KHAS television personality, 
Lloyd Thomas and longtime radio broadcaster, Ken Fearnow will be 
inducted at the annual Hall of Fame banquet ceremonies at the 79th Annual 
NBA State convention on August 14, 2013 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 
LaVista (Omaha). 
 
The NBA Hall of Fame began in 1972. 
 

Fearnow began his career as a disc jockey and television weathercaster on Midway Island while in the Navy.  
He then worked as a DJ in Oklahoma City at a small station and worked his way through the ranks in 
programming, sales and management.  He managed his first radio station in Tulsa before joining Great Empire 
Broadcasting in 1979. 
 
Fearnow was Vice-President/General manager of WOW AM/FM in Omaha from 1983-1999.   While in Omaha, 
he served on the board of directors of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association and held the post as Chairman in 
1988.  He later served as the Legislative Liaison Committee Chair for the NBA. 
 
After Great Empire sold WOW AM/FM to Journal Broadcasting in 1999, Fearnow held a similar position at the 
Journal operations in Wichita, where KFDI FM was named Kansas “Station of the Year” in 1999 and 2000. 
He returned to Omaha in 2002 as President of Waitt Radio Networks and grew format affiliations from 48 to 
155 small market radio stations in the span of only two years.   In 2004 he was named Regional Vice President 
of Waitt/NRG radio in Omaha where he guided the 8-station cluster to a 10-fold bottom line increase in only 
two years. 
 
In 2007, he moved to Cumulus Media’s radio cluster in Lexington, Kentucky as VP/General Manager and 
directed the turnaround of five troubled radio stations.  In 2008, he transferred to Cumulus’ Fayetteville and 
Fort Smith, Arkansas radio operations which included 11 radio stations. 
 
Fearnow took a radio hiatus from 2009-2010 and served as a Financial Services Professional for New York Life 
Insurance Company in Oklahoma City.  Missing the radio industry, he took on the position of Senior Vice-
President/Operations for the Payne Radio Group, a six station cluster located in four Eastern Oklahoma 
communities.   From 2011 until late 2012 he was the General Manager of Stillwater Broadcasting, LLC, 
overseeing the operation of four radio stations serving Stillwater, Oklahoma and surrounding communities. 
He recently retired from the radio industry and is now President of BrightStar Care of Edmond/Oklahoma, 
which provides the full continuum of homecare, (including adult and elder care) childcare (including newborn 
care, babysitter and nanny services) in addition to medical staffing services for individuals, families and 
healthcare facilities. 
 
Thomas began his broadcasting career in high school at WOPI radio in Bristol, Virginia.  After serving in the US 
Army during World War II, he moved to Hastings, Nebraska and began as news announcer for KHAS Radio in 
1946.  He became Program Director in 1950, and Assistant manager in 1955.   He left broadcasting for about 
ten years, but returned in 1966, teaming up with Art Dinsdale to establish KICS radio in Hastings.  Thomas 
served as Program Director there for more moving to television. 
 
In 1968, KHAS-TV hired Thomas as a newscaster and weather reporter.   In 23 years at KHAS-TV, Thomas 
was promoted to new positions several times, anchoring morning, midday and evening newscasts and held the 
position of Farm Director for many years.  He retired from KHAS-TV in early 1992.  After retirement, he hosted 

continued on next page 

Ken Fearnow Lloyd Thomas 
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Hall of Fame Inductees (continued) 

Who Will Replace FCC Chairman? 

Two questions dominate conversation in Washington’s telecom world:  When will 
Julius Genachowski leave, and who will replace him?  The FCC Chairman is 
expected to leave his position as early as next month even though his tenure 
doesn’t end until the summer, according to people close to the White House and 
key decision makers on Capitol Hill. 
 
Genachowski’s departure is expected to coincide with a departure by senior FCC 

Republican commissioner Robert McDowell.  Once Senate Republican leaders 

find a replacement for McDowell, a package announcement on several FCC 

changes will occur, per the White House, Capitol Hill and FCC.  Minority leader 

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) or John Thune (R-SD) will probably lead the GOP’s 

consideration of candidates to replace McDowell, the observers said. 

programs on KHAS TV for years.   He also hosted a weekly program called “The Big Band Show” on KHAS 
Radio on Sunday evenings for more than 30 years before taking a full retirement in 2002. 
 
In April 2008, Lloyd was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Associated Press, one of many 
noteworthy awards for his outstanding work in broadcasting and in the Hastings community.   He served as 
a Hastings City Council member and the people of Hastings for more than 60 years, as well as service on 
several boards, organizations an program…Nebraska Council of Churches, YMCA Board of Directors, 
Hastings Civic Symphony, American Red Cross Blood donor (22+ gallons!), to name a few. 
 
Lloyd Thomas died at the Grand Island Veteran’s Home at the age of 84 in April of 2009.  His grandson 
Cody said that he exemplified the best qualities a broadcaster can have.  He was honest, dedicated and 
worked with integrity.  He was the exact same person off-camera as he was on-camera.  

RADIO’S IN-DASH  ARTICLE QUESTIONED 

A recent editorial by Radio Ink Publisher Eric Rhoads “A Cold Harsh Reality for Radio, “ quoting panelists at 
Convergence 2013 in Santa Clara, amplified the discussion about the role of AM/FM in future automobile 
dashboards….generating much feedback from the radio industry and has been shared, like and tweeted more 
than any Radio Ink article in years.  The article prompted this response from General Motors Chief 
Infotainment Officer, Phil Abram, “Your article came as a surprise to me and the Globe Connected 
Consumer team at General Motors.  While we are excited about the possibilities of Internet radio services and 
other emerging services, we understand that AM/FM radio is still a significant source of news and 
entertainment.  In fact it is an expected feature.  GM has no near term plans to eliminate AM and FM from 
their vehicles.  We are committed to providing consumers innovative services that dramatically enhance the 
driving and riding experience.  We expect AM/FM radio to be one of the choices consumers have in our 
vehicles.” 
 
Likewise Ford spokesman Jim Buczkowski says that “we look to AM/FM as important now and in the 
future.”   Rhoades said, “This is great news that FM is willing to step out and state that radio is still critical to 
their dash.  We are reaching out to all car brands in hopes of getting a show of support.” 
Rhoades printed a redaction/correction via email on Friday, March 15.   


