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INTRODUCTION 

 

People love Christmas for different reasons.  For many it is all about having that long holiday 

and going to far off places.  For others it is all about family traditions and getting together 

after another year of busy separation.  For many it is all about the shopping and the gifts.  

For Christians Christmas is all about the birth of Jesus Christ.  But not just about baby Jesus.  

After the gospels we have no further mention of the nativity scene.  We are not concerned 

so much with Jesus as a baby but that He was born in order to live and die for us.  This is 

the central thing about the birth of Christ that we focus on, that He was born to die.  This 

focus is found in many places let me direct your attention to Hebrews 2:14-15 which tells us 

why Jesus was born.  Hebrews 2:14-15, ‘Since therefore the children share in flesh and 

blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy 

the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through 

fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.’  We are breaking into a thought midway here 

so let me illuminate the broader context before we allow it to speak the importance of why 

Jesus was born. 

 

The book of Hebrews was written to a group of Jewish Christians who were facing 

persecution and the temptation to return to Judaism under the pressure.  The book of 

Hebrews is written to issue strong warnings and demonstrate the supremacy of Christ over 

the OT.  If the law was given by angels Christ was greater than the angels, if the law had 

sacrifices, Christ’s offering of His life for sin was superior, if the law had a priesthood, 

Christ’s priesthood was better.  Our verses come in the opening argument where Christ is 

shown to be higher than the angels.  Angels may be glorious and powerful but Christ is God 

the Son, the exact imprint of the divine nature and the creator and upholder of the universe 

1:1-3.  The angels may have rank He has received a better name than they 1:4-5, and they 

worship Him 1:6.  Angels minister but Christ rules 1:8, 14.  Christ is divine and eternal 1:8-

12.  If it is detrimental to neglect the law which was given by angels it is worse to neglect 

the gospel message delivered by Christ and substantiated by the miracles.  Even though the 

angels may minister well Christ became a man in order to save us.  The verses preceding 

the verses we are dealing with are 3 OT quotes the quote verses that have the idea of us 

being one with Christ as brothers and His obedient trusting life lived and died on our behalf.  

This discussion of Christ being better then the angels climaxes in the verses we have here 

stressing how through becoming a man he overcame satan and set us free.  4 aspects of 

why Jesus was born are stated in these verses. 

 



The necessity of His birth 

 

Some people don’t care whether Jesus was born, was God who became man, and that He 

was free from the effects of the fall.  Many Liberals today are claiming that it does not 

matter that many critics and atheists are attacking the historical truth of the Christian faith, 

as long as you just believe.  This verse tells us differently, Jesus had to be born and He had 

to be human.  ‘Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He himself likewise 

partook of the same things.’  The wonder of Christmas is this fact that God became a man 

to save us.  He was not an illusion walking among us.  He was not a type of demi-god with 

super powers like the Greek and Roman gods.  He was 100% man because that is what we 

are.   

 

There could have been no salvation without Christmas, no salvation without Jesus becoming 

a full human.  To paraphrase the Church fathers, ‘He cannot save what He does not 

assume.’  Because it is humanity that has committed sins against God, it is not the death of 

animals that we used as shadows in the OT that can properly pay the penalty for our crimes.  

God’s law requires the payment of a perfect human life to pay our sin debt.  Jesus was born 

human in order to die a human death.  Born to die! 

 

This idea of one of us representing us was personified in the high priest of the OT.  He as a 

single human being would represent the whole nation of Israel and on the Day of 

Atonement would obtain forgiveness for another year.  This is the very thing the author of 

Hebrews is thinking and we can see this in the context in v17, ‘Therefore He had to be 

made like His brothers in every respect, so that He might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.’  He 

became human to make propitiation for the sins of the people, that means He became 

human to die a perfect human death in payment to God’s violated law for our sin, in order 

that God’s wrath towards our sins might be turned towards Him and not us.  That beautiful 

little baby boy that we ponder at this time of year would be the object of God’s hottest 

anger against our sins because He would bear them on the cross.   

 

The purity of His birth 

 

In saying that He became like us in every way we should stress that He was like us in every 

way apart from sin.  The angel Gabriel reveals to Mary that the child to be miraculously 

conceived in her with be called ‘Holy’ (Luke 1:35).  Paul when describing Christ speaks about 

His being made in the ‘likeness’ of fallen man.  Studiously making a statement to show that 

Christ is like yet unlike us.  He had a body that could die, get sick and feel pain but He was 

holy from conception and necessarily so.  There are many people who do not care that 

Jesus was sinless, they do not see his birth as necessary in order that He could die in order 

to remove God’s wrath towards our sin.  For them Jesus was just a love preacher, an 

idealist, a do-gooder, a teacher, but He was born to die to take God’s wrath for our sins.  In 

being holy He could then be a sinless sin offering for us, being the offerer and the offering 

for our salvation.  

 



The purpose of His birth 

 

The purpose of His needing to become human is outlined in our verses, ‘that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is the devil.’  The devil was the 

one who introduced death into in the human race through our original parents.  In 

provoking them to sin the hand of God was brought against Adam and Eve in the judgement 

of death.  Death is not natural, but an effect of God’s justice against sin.  Thankfully the 

devil was frustrated in his original plans to have us wiped out trying to force God’s hand 

against His own creation.  God staggered the effects of death and opened a window of 

opportunity for humanity to repent and return to their Creator and live.  The devil then took 

on another role, the role of prosecuting attorney to parade before God our sins that God 

would as a good judge be forced to act in justice and destroy us.  But God overcame the 

ploys of satan with Christmas.  Jesus became a man to live and die for us in our place, 

taking all the punishment for our sins, and bestowing upon us a righteousness that even 

God’s perfect holiness could not fault and we have escaped the death that the devil tried to 

catch us in and the accusations that he tried to make stick to us.  Jesus death satisfies God’s 

wrath and we are freed.   

 

The effects of His birth 

 

Hebrews 2:15 then gives us one of the important outcomes of Christ’s being born and dying 

for us, ‘and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.’  The 

fear of death is a primal rejection of the unnaturalness of death.  Death is the inescapable 

destination, a blackhole that sucks all into it.  Death is the ultimate predator that always 

gets its prey.  Death is the opponent who will always overpower us and finally win.  Death 

marks the end to the illusion of life where we are the masters of our own fate and we must 

surrender all power to control our eternities and must be led.  Death is the great tearing of 

our hearts where all that we have grown our roots into for identity and love experience a 

painful uprooting.  Death is the doorway to eternity and the one of two destinations or 

eternal torment or joy.  The author of Hebrews is speaking about the fear of judgement and 

having to face God which will be the scariest thing that anyone will ever have to face.  When 

we are criminals before God, we are dead men walking to their execution.  We, if we are 

thinking soberly, will experience the fear of judgement.  Final judgement is worse than the 

death penalty afflicted by the judicial systems of earth.  The naked exposure of our guilt and 

sins is worse, the shame of our sin is worse, the pain and penalty that we face is infinitely 

worse, and it is not the faces of human beings we will have to look into but the Holy face of 

God, and that will be the worst of all.   

 

Death like all things has been domesticated.  Many have a prosaic attitude towards death.  

We have documentaries on death, we have webcams watching people die, there have been 

many celebrities who have made bold words about facing death.  But when it actually comes 

to dying that real fear has to be ignored, or dulled, or denied, but it is there.  But because 

Jesus has been born and died, I do not have to fear death.  Yes I will not want to be there 

for the pain of dying, but what lies beyond holds no fear but only hope.  The lifelong slavery 

of those under religious bondage trying to earn eternal life by good deeds, never knowing 



whether they have favour with God or that they will enter glory, we have been set free from 

all of that.  Christ has made a sure way through death and we need not fear it.  

 

So this Christmas time as you ponder Christ and the meaning of Christmas remember that 

He partook of our flesh and blood to undergo our punishment to save us from God’s wrath 

and the fear of death.    

  


