
With this activity, students will listen to one of the more accessible podcasts from 
American History Tellers - The Gilded Age - Workers Revolt! The guided notes are 
broken into sections for students. The way the students will interact with the podcast 
requires them to listen, but they will not be overwhelmed by answering questions with 
full sentence answers. This podcast discusses the Haymarket bombing, the Homestead 
strike and the Pullman strike. Teachers can use all three sections or any of the individual 
sections. (There is also a section in the podcast about the Populist movement, however, 
that section goes into a ton more detail than is needed. Therefore, that section is 
skipped.)

Great for grades 8 - 11!

What were the causes and 
consequences of the major labor 
issues of the late 1800s - the 
Haymarket Bombing, the 
Homestead Strike, and the Pullman 
Strike?  

Students will listen to a podcast 
from American History Tellers to 
learn about each major labor issues 
of the late 1800s. 

8.2d In response to shifts in 
working conditions, laborers 
organized and employed a variety 
of strategies in an attempt to 
improve their conditions. 

8.2d.1 - Students will examine the 
goals and tactics of specific labor 
unions including the Knights of 
Labor, the American Federation of 
Labor, and the Industrial Workers 
of the World.

8.2d.3 - Students will examine key 
labor events including the 
Haymarket affair, the Pullman 
Strike, and the International Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union strike.

(The topics with the strikethrough 
will be discussed in later units.)

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the classroom handout. This link will 

prompt you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the presentation. 

NOTE: If the link is telling you that the file isn’t available, This is most likely because of 
the settings on a school-based account. Some site administrators prevent you from 
clicking on “make a copy” links. Try clicking on the same link while signed in with a 
personal account and not a Google-based account. The link should work. (This is a 
newer issue, so even though you may have had access before, changes with Google are 
making this occur.)

Teachers should decide how they will work through the lesson with students. There are a 
couple of options. Teachers might prefer to provide the printed option to students, and 
have them work through the podcast that way. They also might prefer to have students 
complete the Digital Version through Pear Deck. If completing the printed version, 
teachers will need to make copies. If completing the digital version,  teachers will need to 
go through the presentation and add in the Pear Deck questions. 

Depending on the grade level and ability of your students, the length of this lesson 
discussion will vary. This lesson is designed for two 40 minute class periods. You can find 
the podcast at this location - American History Tellers - Workers Revolt! - you can also 
find it through many podcast platforms. (The podcast times are based on the version from 
Spotify). 

● Pass out printed version of the lesson to the students and/or assign the lesson 
through Pear Deck. Then, work through your chosen sections of the podcast. After 
each section, pause the podcast, and discuss student answers. More than likely, 
students will have retained some of the information, but not all. A short discussion 
after each section will help students to complete the missing blanks. 

● Each section of the podcast should take students 15-20 minutes to complete. 
Therefore, to complete all the pages, teachers should devote 2 days of class to the 
podcast (if classes are on a typical 40 minute class schedule).

● As an alternative or extension activity, teachers might like to have students 
complete the Voxpop role play about the Pullman Strike. The game is currently 
free, but it might not stay that way. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/nz/podcast/the-gilded-age-workers-revolt/id1313596069?i=1000488552530
https://www.voxpop.io/pullman-strike


A Quick Pear 
Deck Tutorial

● Visit peardeck.com and set up your own account. If you have a Google account for your 
school, you can also add your students through Google Classroom. 

● Get the Pear Deck add-on for your Google Slides account. You will then need to add Pear Deck 
Question links. It’s really easy. Just click Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then you will see all 
the types of questions you can add to the presentation. There are some features that are only 
available through the Premium version, but most are available for free. 

● You can launch the presentation to your projector easily from Google Slides by clicking 
Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then Present with Pear Deck. The application will then provide a 
code for your students to join the session. If you plan on using Pear Deck more than once, I 
also suggest hanging a few signs around the classroom that remind students that the website 
is joinpd.com. Otherwise, you’ll find yourself repeating the website - a lot. You can also assign 
a Pear Deck presentation in Google Classroom, and students can access the presentation 
from there. 

● If possible, have a second computer, tablet or laptop where you can access the teacher 
dashboard through peardeck.com and view the student answers. To view student answers, just 
click on the slide they should be answering and the answers with their names will show on 
your personal computer. If you click show student answers from the actual projector, student 
names will not show. 

● Students will quickly get the hang of Pear Deck (mine understood the program by the end of 
the first class), and you will also. Have fun!

Pear Deck is a web-based program that allows the 
teacher to ask students questions through a 
presentation, view their answers on the teacher’s 
computer and then quickly give formative 
feedback to students as they work. In order to 
utilize Pear Deck in classroom, teachers will need 
to do the following.

One of my favorite parts about Pear Deck is the instantaneous feedback. If you check student 
answers as students are working, there’s no need to review those answers at the end of class. 
You can correct students individually, and you’re all set to move onto the next topic. It’s 
incredibly convenient. 



 The Haymarket Bombing- 6:37 - 9:20

 The Aftermath of the Haymarket Bombing- 9:20 - 10:39

1. Americans equated labor activism with ____________________ and _________________.

2. Membership in the ____________________ declined. 

3. Skilled workers decided to join the ________________________.

4. The AFL was led by ________________________. 

5. The AFL wanted better ________________________________________.

Workers in Chicago were demanding for an 8-hour workday. On May 1st, or May 
Day, 300,000 workers went on strike and marched. The Knights of Labor and 
some anarchists marched together. 

Two days later, strikers attacked workers who 
were crossing the picket line at the McCormick 
Reaper factory. Police shot at the workers and 
four were killed.

The next day, 3,000 
people protested the 
killings in Haymarket 
Square. A dynamite bomb 
was thrown into the crowd 
and killed an officer.

Anarchists were blamed for the bombing - business leaders, city officials, and the 
police united against them. Hundreds were arrested without search warrants. Eight 
anarchists were put on trial (they had given speeches about revolution). Five were 
sentenced to death and others to life in prison.

The officers shot at the 
crowd and killed 7 
more police officers 
and several protestors. 
More were injured.

Directions - As you listen, add in 
arrows that follow the order of the 
event. 

Directions - Use the word bank 
to fill in the boxes below. 

American Federation of Labor wages, hours, and working conditions
Radicalism Samuel Gompers Knights of Labor violence

Name ___________________________
Social Studies


