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Celebrations continued into the night as players and officials of Wittenham 

Athletic celebrated the club’s triumph in winning the North Berks Cup for the 

second season running. In the final Athletic fought back from a goal down to 

Dorchester and clinched the match 2-1.  

 

In difficult windy conditions at Abingdon United’s ground in Northcourt Road, 

Wittenham trailed to a 20th minute goal scored by Josh Nicholls. Ten minutes 

later however Athletic were on level terms thanks to a Tim Barton goal. In 

the second-half Wittenham took control and Chris Bowler scored the winner 

in the 60th minute with a header direct from a long-range throw-in. 

 

At the club’s annual dinner in June at Didcot Conservative Club players and 

officials were praised for their commitment and dedication. North Berks 

League fixture secretary Charlie East said that at a time when the league had 

experienced a difficult season with several clubs pulling out, Long Wittenham 

had shown great strength.                                      Continued page  8 
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Liam and Kim welcome you to The Plough Inn, 
Long Wittenham a friendly  

traditional pub. We offer a selection of excellent wines, spirits, beer, lager and 
real ales sourced from around the country including a pump dedicated to 

showcase the South East’s finest breweries and  
micro breweries finest ales.  Freshly prepared food served from 12-2.30pm 
and 6-9pm daily (excl Sunday nights).  Our Specials Menu changes weekly 

using locally sourced ingredients.  Fresh barista coffee and tea is served from 
12 noon daily!  Dogs welcome. Function room and large river front gardens 

ideal for large or small events. 
 

Contact us:  01865 407738 
www.theploughinnlw.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/theploughlw 

http://www.theploughinnlw.co.uk/
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FROM THE EDITOR      September 2014 

 
Welcome to Wittenham Ways’ Harvest 2014 issue.  It’s that time 

of year when we’re all back to work, school or college. I hope you 

all had a wonderful summer, weren’t we lucky with the weather— 

it almost felt as though I was back in Melbourne (the one in Oz), my family 

don’t believe it when I say it’s 27 degrees here!  I had a small world’ experience 

while on holiday. Sitting watching the fjords go by I overhead someone say 

’we’re from Abingdon.’ The person turned out to be a relation of Muriel 

Thorpe who used to live at Pear Tree Cottage in the High Street, a stalwart 

member of the WI.  

 

Wittenham Ways continues to have the support of local building company PMS 

Oxford as main sponsors and welcome the help of other advertisers including 

Brightwell shop and Val Croucher from Didcot who is offering an ironing ser-

vice. Our thanks too to the Parish Council.; collectively our sponsors and ad-

vertisers enable us to give a free copy of this magazine to every home in Little 

and Long Wittenham.  I omitted to thank Ruth McCreight for supplying infor-

mation from the Church Registers for Wittenham Ways for many years, thank 

you Ruth. Beth Chesney-Evans has kindly taken over  Ruth’s role.  

 

There’s quite a bit in this issue about surrounding villages including an update on 

the Clifton Hampden Surgery Pa-

tients Participants Group  and the 

efforts of BACHPORT, a group 

campaigning to keep us free of 

more gravel extraction. Talking of 

Clifton Hampden, the Editor is still 

happy to collect prescriptions from 

the surgery please let me know as 

I’m often at the shop.  We can’t 

omit to mention the demolition of 

the three southern cooling towers 

of Didcot Power Station., see page 

27. The view driving up Fieldside 

has changed forever.  

 

Anne Byard  (01865 407168) 
wittways@longwittenham.com 
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 Summer and Harvest time are with us once again. 

This morning I watched, with some amusement, a com-

bine harvester negotiating the chicane near the 

Church, it just about fitted between the wooden posts!   

 

Harvest Festival in Long Wittenham will be celebrated 

at the Family Service at 10am on Sunday October 5th 

and preceded by the Harvest Supper organised by the 

Friends of St Mary in the Village Hall on the evening of Saturday 4th October. 

 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust (OHCT) organises an annual sponsored 

“Ride and Stride” which always takes place on the second Saturday in Septem-

ber, this year’s event is to be held on Saturday 13th September. It is fun to 

take part as a family, with friends and even on your own as most of the 

churches you visit will have someone waiting to welcome you.  

 

The idea is that you invite friends and family to sponsor you for the number of 

churches you visit with the funds raised going to the Trust. Churches can then 

call on the Trust for financial grants to assist with repairs, St Peter’s Little 

Wittenham was the recipient of a grant last year and St Mary’s will be applying 

for one when English  

Heritage decides that the crumbling stonework on St Mary’s merits repair (it 

seems it has to deteriorate to the point where collapse is imminent before 

they will consider financial help, by then, of course, the repairs are much more 

expensive as more work is needed. I fail to understand their twisted logic!). 

 

I have sponsorship forms so if you wish to take part then please ask me for 

them. OHCT’s website (www.ohct.org.uk) has information about the Ride and 

Stride event. 

 

In the last few weeks the Churchyard grass has been cut. It is interesting to 

read a comment in the Visitors Book in the Church saying how nice it is to 

find a “natural” churchyard, others, myself included, would rather not see 

waist-high grass, although to expect a Wimbledon Centre Court standard is 

being a bit over optimistic.  

 

The reason why the grass grew so long was that the contractor kept saying he 

would come “next week” and never “today”. Barry Perkins, who organises the 

cutting, has now found another contractor who has made a good start so it 

may stay relatively tidy. 

http://www.ohct.org.uk/
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On the subject of the churchyard there is an active badgers sett close to where 

the latest burials are taking place. Does anyone know a (legal!) way of persuading 

them to move on?  

 

David Haylett,  

Associate Priest 

 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS:  St Mary’s Church recorded no baptisms, 

marriages or funerals.  

 

 

 

 

Good Neighbours Group - meetings are held on the first  

Thursday of each month from 2.30-4pm in Long Wittenham  

Village Hall.  
 

 
 
 

Abingdon Flower club are presenting a Flower Festival at St Nicolas  
Church, Abingdon on 27/27/28th September this year.  It will be a  

celebration of the Flower Club’s Emerald Anniversary, coinciding with the  
830th Anniversary of St Nicolas Church. 

 
I am taking part and have chosen "Peace 1918" as my contribution. If  

anyone has memorabilia from the First World War they would be prepared  
to let me use on this occasion I would be most grateful to hear from  

you.  (Perhaps a tin hat or such like). June Woodage (407900)   
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     Village Round Up  

COMINGS & GOINGS  

 

Best wishes to Diana Burdett who has left the village to live in Surrey 
nearer to her family. We welcome the Jackson family to Waterside. Best 

wishes also go to Marcus & Ania Marshall who have left Greenways to 

live in London full-time. We welcome Andy & Steve to No 2 Poplar Park 

as Judy Jones makes her home in Tasmania. Carlene & Gary Kent have 

moved to Aston Tirrold , we welcome Les and Sam to Ash Barn House.  

(Ed . I still refer to this property as Mrs Bird’s house) 

 

Wittenham Ways was watching as Mr & Mrs C Towers and family left  

the horizon on 27th July.     

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

 

Visits St John’s Row on alternate Thursdays between 10am and 10.20am. 

A full calendar is available on the village web-

site  Upcoming dates are: 4th and 18th Sep-

tember, 2nd, 16th and 30th October, 13th 

and 27th November and 11th December, 

Happy reading!   
 

 

DOCTORS SURGERY RUN: The following people kindly offer their  

services to take you to/from Clifton Hampden surgery.  

 

Mrs Sawers (French’s)  407515  

Mrs McCreight (The Old Farmhouse) 407958 

Mr Bishop (21 Westfield Road) 407227  

Lynn Parker (Little Wittenham)  07799 882062 

 

Users pay a small fee to the driver. If you would be happy to help take 

people to/from the surgery please contact the Editor on 01865 407168.  
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Village Round Up           

WITTENHAM HISTORY GROUP 

 An exhibition entitled ‘Witta’s Place, Witta’s People will be held on  

Saturday 13th September to celebrate the villages’  
Saxon beginnings and the History Group’s 30th anniversary.  

 

LITTLE WITTENHAM NEWS 

Candlelit Autumn Evening Concert, 
 including a hot fork supper at the Manor,  
a  free drink, a raffle.  
 Raising Funds for St Peter’s Church, Little 
Wittenham 

St Peter’s Church, Little Wittenham 

Sunday 7th September at 6.30pm 

 

WTTTENHAM LUNCH CLUB 

Lunch Club is held on the third Thursday of each month at 1.00pm in 

the Village Hall.  You pay £1 to join and then £3.00 each time you come 

to lunch.   

 

If you are new to the village or maybe recently retired, why not come 

along and join us.  It would be a good opportunity to meet old friends or 

make new ones. We do have a few vacant places. Just ring Jan Lester 

(407202) or June Woodage (407900) for further information. 

 

If you are a member we remind you that you need to ring us on or be-

fore the Monday morning prior to lunch club if you are NOT coming on 

a particular date. 

 

This year or tea party will be held on SUNDAY 5th October at 3.30pm.  
If the weather allows we will eat in the garden of “Baldwins” (Home of 

Bill and Sylvia Harrison).  Otherwise tea will be in the Village Hall.  JPW 
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Village Round Up  

He said: “You have won the cup two years running. Both the first and reserve 

teams performed well in the league and you have a youth team. It’s a tribute to 

the commitment and dedication of the players and those working hard behind 

the scenes. 

 

“Last season several clubs struggled to get players and some went under but 

Wittenham kept going and showed what can be achieved. Players should not 

forget their roots and the clubs who gave them the chance to play football.” 

 Last season seven clubs withdrew from the league because they were unable to 

field teams. But on the positive side 11 clubs have applied to join the NBL next 

season. Mr East said: “Last season was difficult. It’s a great shame that some 

clubs can’t attract or retain players but we have gained clubs for next season and 

that’s good news for the league and the game.” 

 

The NBL cup was first competed for in 1907 and since then Long Wittenham 

has won it a record 16 times. Club president Bill Symonds said: “It’s a great rec-

ord and one which the club and village should be proud. It’s been hard work, 

week in, week out for both players and backroom staff but well worth the ef-

fort.”  

 

The first team Player of the Year award went to Will Houseman and Mathew 

Saunders was chosen as the manager’s Player of the Year. The reserve team 

Player of the Year was Callum Bowler and the manager’s Player of the Year was 

Michael Learoyd.  

 

The Sunday team’s Player of the Year award went to Joe Murphy and Steve 

Molloy was the manager’s Player of the Year. The most improved player was Joe 

Cheong. The Brian Hill Loyalty award went to Eddie Ireson who also took the 

club’s Man of the Year title. 

 

 



9 

 

     

Village Round Up  
 

BAKE-OFFS,  BABIES  & BURMA! Now we are all bronzed and glowing from the 
Summer, and turning our minds to Autumn activities,  Wittenham WI are planning 
a few events which you may like to note in your Diary..all the above will be a focus 
for (different!) WI meetings before Christmas.  Guests, male or female, WI mem-
bers or not, are welcome at any of these meetings, at the small cost of £3.  If you 
want to try us out to see if you like us, (sorry chaps, you can only come as a 
guest!)  why not come along?  

GREAT BRITISH BAKE OFF!   We will be delighted to welcome our own local bak-
ing heroine, Christine Wallis, as our speaker.  Christine is a regular speaker on Ra-
dio Oxford, and will be talking to us about her experience as a contestant in the 
popular television series.  She has also offered to make us a cake to raffle at the 
meeting!  TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 7.30 pm Village Hall 

MIDWIFERY TODAY  ....... our very own Liz Nightingale, trained as an Independ-
ent Midwife, will be bringing us up to date, sure to be a fascinating evening, 
whether you`ve had babies or are thinking about it!  TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER  7.30 
PM Village Hall 

BURMA:  A COUNTRY OPENING UP World-wide hardy traveller Amanda Wood will 
be regaling us with tales of her recent visits to Burma, now opening up to the 
world.  TUESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 7.30 PM Village Hall 

2 more advance dates...The WI is planning a one-day Craft Workshop in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 8th November.  Our experienced and talented tutor will be our 
very own Jenny Garlick...watch for more info to book your place. Open to every-
one. 

WI and Lunch Club are hoping to offer a repeat of last year`s Christmas Shopping 
extravaganza.  This year we are likely to be visiting a town or city with a Christmas 
market - likely date is Thursday 4th December ..again, watch this space! 

Jane May, 407680, janedmay@btinternet.com 

mailto:janedmay@btinternet.com
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Village Round Up 
 

 

WITTENHAM FUN RUN RAISES £150 

 

More than 130 runners and walkers took part in the sixth annual Long Witten-

ham  5K Fun Run on May 18 – and they raised a record  £150. 

 

The winner was Lewis Monaghan who completed the course in 19 minutes at 

25 seconds followed by Toby Arup from Little Wittenham in 19.33. Last year’s 

women’s race winner Clare Howarth from Oxford took the trophy again, shav-

ing two seconds of her previous time to finish in 23.10. 

 

Several entrants chose to run in super-hero fancy dress despite the warm con-

ditions. Theresa Lamble from Didcot dressed as an “Incredible” finished in 

26.38. In the Men’s Over 50s category Paul Griffiths dressed as Spiderman came 

first in 23.35.  The winners of the local runners’ trophies were Toby Arup, who 

came second overall in 19.33, and nine-years-old Arabella Cotton from Long 

Wittenham whose time of 25.07 set two new course records for the Under 12 

Girls and Local Women. 

 

A special Friendship award went to Ryan Blake, aged seven, Aiden Davis (8) and 

five-years-old  Evie-Rose Davis. The trio stuck together and helped each other 

finish, completing the course in one- hour- and- eight- minutes. 

The Family prize went to the Channon family. Jack aged eight won the Under 

12 Boys category in 23.36 and his brother Ryan (10) came in three-minutes lat-

er. Then they went back to find brother Ben, who’s only five and parents Jody 

and Matthew who they accompanied to the finish line in 35.21.  

 

Prizes were presented in the garden of the Plough pub. Event organiser Prew 

Bowtell said: “The Fun Run continues to prove a popular event with villagers 

and with people from neighbouring communities. Our thanks go to all those 

who helped make it a success.” The event raised £150 of which £100 went to-

wards insurance and the cost of medal and trophies. A donation of £50 was 

made to the Wittenham Vision group Wittenham Warriors towards village 

projects. 
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Village Round Up  
 

PLYMOUTH BRETHREN: Long Wittenham will have a new place of worship 

later this year. The Plymouth Brethren has purchased an empty building near 

Bodkin’s sports field off Northfield Lane and plans to change the former leather 

business workshop into a meeting place.  

 

The main centre for the Plymouth Brethren is in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell with 

satellite churches in Didcot and Harwell. The church has 233 members in South 

Oxfordshire and says it needs to find new meeting places to cater for its growing 

membership.  

 

Church member Bruce Robertson said they would have to raise the ceiling and 

tidy up and repair parts at the rear of the building but no major structural 

alterations would be needed. 

 

He said: “The building won’t be used for anything else but religious meetings on 

Sunday mornings and Monday evenings. We estimate attendances of between 30 

and 40 with parking for up to ten vehicles on site. We hope our new meeting 

place will be open by autumn.” 

 

The parish council had concerns about increased traffic along Northfield Lane but 

Mr Robertson said traffic movements would be much less that when the building 

was used as a business. 

 

Council chairman Tom Bowtell said: “We look forward to welcoming a new 

organisation to the village and wish the Plymouth Brethren every success in its 

work here.” 

 

The history of the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church goes back to the early 

19th century and grew out of dissatisfaction with the Anglican Church. The new 

group had a presence in Oxford in the early 1800s. They meet in simple meeting 

rooms where they celebrate the Lord’s Supper, join in prayer and preach the 

gospel. 

  

The early founders adopted the name Plymouth Brethren because most of the 

new teachers were based in the city. Since their formation the Brethren has 

expanded throughout the world. 
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Village Round Up 

  

 

 

 
CLIFTON HAMPDEN SURGERY PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
 
A REMINDER OF WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of patients who represent the full list of about 3500 Clifton 
Hampden Surgery patients living in the surrounding area. The Group is proper-
ly constituted as a representative volunteer committee with a Chairman, Secre-
tary, and about 10 others who meet regularly one evening every two months to 
discuss and suggest possible improvements in the services provided by the 
Practice for patients at large.  The Committee includes two Practice representa-
tives so that both Surgery and patient views can be aired as topics arise. 
Minutes of meetings are available to patients who have registered as supporters 
of the PPG. 
Our PPG is just one of many Groups across the Country who work together to 
help the NHS provide a better and more cost effective service. 
WHAT DO WE DO 
During the last year since the Group was formed, we have dealt with a range of 
issues, examples of which are :- 
1. Suggesting that the Practice install handrails from the car park into the 

surgery to help elderly and disabled patients in bad weather conditions, 
and also to improve access from the Oxford Road. 

2. Persuading the Village Hall Committee to allow use of the Village Hall 
car park as an overflow car park for the Surgery. 

3. Recommending that new patient seating is provided in the Nurse’s room. 
4. Helping to set up a volunteer transport service for patients. 
5. Recommending ways of reducing the risk of an accident as patients leave 

the surgery car park, following complaints from Watery Lane residents 
about careless driving.  

6. Persuading the Practice to consider ways of delivering prescriptions to 
patients who are unable to get to the surgery during flood conditions. 

7. Persuading the Practice and Parish Council to offer significant contribu-
tions to the cost of an emergency defibrillator which is proposed to be 
located in an all-hours accessible cabinet outside the surgery.   
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Village Round Up  
 

    Private donations from patients are needed to make up the full cost. 
8. Recommending improvements in the content of the Practice booklet. 
9. Devising a patient questionnaire currently being issued by the Practice. 
10. Attending various Oxfordshire Patient Care Group conferences/meetings.  
 

Because of the prohibitive cost of sending information by post, it is imperative 
that any supporters have email access, either directly or through a relative or 
friend.  
PRACTICE STAFF 
The current staff at the Surgery are :- 
GP’s Richard Lynch-Blosse—usually available by appointment  Tues, Wed, 
Thurs & Fri        
Estelle James usually available by appointment  Mon, Wed & Fri 
Irene Steinbrecher usually available by appointment  Mon & Tues 
Helga Clitheroe usually available by appointment  Thurs. 
 
Nurses    Hilary Rogerson, Miriam Sadler , Mel Calnan 
Manager  Taz Evans 
All details concerning opening hours, clinical services, dispensing  etc. are cov-
ered in the Practice Booklet recently revised and available from the Surgery. 
 
PPG COMMITTEE 
Chairman Chris Dupond Clifton Hampden c.dupond@tiscali.co.uk  
Secretary Roger Mitchell Dorchester  rogermmit@aol.com  
Committee  Lyn Cook   Appleford 
   Fiona Bermingham Burcot    
   Sue Braden   Sutton Courtenay   
   Mary Braybrooke          Clifton Hampden   
   Gail Crowther  Dorchester 
   Gill Haworth  Dorchester 
                               Estelle James  Practice 
                               Charles Lamb  Dorchester 
                               Golda Nann   Stadhampton 
                               Hilary Rogerson  Practice 
                               John Stimson  Long Wittenham 
                               Ann Tomline  Long Wittenham 
All patients who would like to support the Group and attend meetings, or who 
would like to make suggestions on non-clinical matters, should contact Chris 
Dupond or Roger Mitchell by email.  
 
 

 

mailto:c.dupond@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:rogermmit@aol.com
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Village Round Up     

News from Bodkins 
It’s like waiting for a bus, nothing for over 30 years and then two North 
Berks Cup wins in two seasons.  As you can see we did it again and 
brought this prestigious cup home again. A 2-1 win over Dorchester put 
massive grins on the faces of both the club President and Chairman. It 
was a Bowler again, this time the other grandson, Chris who secured the 
win with a far post header from an Andy Cooper long throw. It was a 
good team performance and to coin a footballing term ‘the boy’s did 
good’. A great way to end an arduous season in which many clubs failed 
to make it to the finishing line due to lack of players and off pitch assis-
tance.  
Our Sunday and Youth teams have been wound up, the reserve team 
manager has stood down and the first team manager has expressed a 
desire to step back a bit due to work pressures. This has resulted in a 
shortage of off field help. We are fortunate in having a loyal set of play-
ers and officials who are prepared to work hard on the club’s behalf but 
the coming season promises to be challenging unless more back room 
staff can be recruited to assist with the clubs admin.  
It’s not all doom and gloom though, during the close season it has been 
confirmed that we have been awarded FA Charter Standard status. This 
is official recognition from the Football Association that Long Wittenham 
Athletic FC is a well-run club who do things the right way both on and off 
the pitch.  
Pre-season training has begun and it is pleasing to see the number of ex 
youth team players who have signed for us to take their first steps into 
adult football. Having seen them in pre-season games there is a good 
chance they could make the first team sooner rather than later. 
Our friends, the Groundhoppers have approached us with a proposal for 
us to play a pre-season friendly against  team from the Ceridigion league 
in west Wales . We have accepted this offer and will play the game in 
August as part of our annual campover weekend. Although not an official 
groundhop we are expecting a number of hoppers to join us for a game 
of football, a drop of real ale and a beefburger. More on how this went in 
the next issue of Wittenham Ways. 
The new season is not far away, how about coming and watching a 
game or two and getting to know us. 
Further information about Long Wittenham Athletic can be obtained from 

Derek Meadham on 01865407882 or Bill Symonds on 01865407202        
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Village Round Up           

LONG WITTENHAM PRE-SCHOOL  

Nearly New Sale,  
Saturday 11th October 2014, 10-12 noon,  

Long Wittenham 

Village Hall 

 

Long Wittenham Pre-School is holding a Nearly New Sale of top quality baby 

and children clothes, toys, games, equipment and maternity clothes on 

Saturday 11th October 2014, from 10-12 noon at the Long Wittenham Village 

Hall. 50p entry. 

 

If you are after a bargain please come along and get there nice and early! 

 

Alternatively if you want to make some extra cash and support the Pre-School 

and your house is full of baby and children’s clothes, toys, games and/or 

equipment that are �good as new� contact us to get your seller code and 

more 

details about how to become a seller. Sellers keep 60% of the sale price for 

all items sold, 70% for items over £20. Or if you would like to donate items 

to be sold at the Nearly New Sale please get in touch and we may even be 

able to arrange collection! 

 

If you would like to come along, sell, donate items or need more information 

please contact Angela Green by emailing info@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-School Halloween Family Event,  

Saturday 18th October 2014, 2-5pm,  

Long Wittenham Village Hall 

 

Details to be announced via http://www.longwittenhampreschool.co.uk/dates 

mailto:info@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk
http://www.longwittenhampreschool.co.uk/dates
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St Mary’s Dental Practice 

 

Chris Ballard, BDS (Lond) LDS. RCS (Eng) 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 

 

21a St Mary’s Street 

Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel: 01491 825252 
 

We are a family orientated practice located in the 

centre of Wallingford.  The ethos of my Practice is one of care and considera-

tion from initial  

contact with my Receptionist through all members of the team and myself to 

provide you with all aspects of your dental requirements.  There is  

continuity of care through the long service of my staff members. 

 

For further information, or to make an appointment, please call my  

Receptionist on 01491 825252 
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September  

7th Candlelit Concert Little Wittenham Manor 6.30pm 
8th WI Meeting; Bake-Off with Christine Wallis                
 7.30 pm Village Hall  
11th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 
13th Witta’s Place, Witta’s People exhibition  
19th to 21st Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend 

featuring 20th September @ St Mary’s Church Wallingford ‘A very Brit-

ish Murder’ Dr Lucy Worsley (pictured)  

26th to 28th Abingdon Flower Club, celebrate their Emerald Anniver-

sary @ St Nicolas Church, The Square, Abingdon.  

 

October 
4th Litter Pick 10am  

5th Lunch Club Tea Party @ Baldwins 3pm 

9th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

11th Nearly New Sale Village Hall 10am to 12 noon 

14th WI Meeting - Midwifery Today with Liz Nightingale  7.30 pm  

18th Halloween Family Event Village Hall 2-5pm 

30th ‘A Night at the Wallingford Museum 2’  NEW (repeat by popular 

request!) 

 

November  
8th WI One Day Craft Workshop—all welcome   

11th  WI Meeting Burma: A country Opening Up 7.30 pm Village Hall 

13th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm 

 

December  
9th WI Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 
11th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm  

12th Wallingford Museum talk ‘Nazi Art looter’ 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
BUS SERVICE HOPES CRASH 

A bitter war of words has broken out between Long Wittenham and Oxford-

shire County Council now that hopes of an improved bus between Long Wit-

tenham and Didcot have crashed. The parish council is to meet the leader of 

Oxfordshire County Council Ian Hudspeth in September to discuss what one 

villager says is the worst bus service in 50 years. 

County councillor Lynda Atkins told the parish council: “Very regrettably we 

are not going to be able to sort out a bus timetable that is acceptable to other 

communities. We cannot provide an extra bus journey for Long Wittenham 

without taking a hard-won service from Moulsford. There will be a review of 

bus services next year and I will do all I can to make sure Wittenham gets an 

improved service.” 

In a letter to the parish council Mr Hudspeth writes that service 97 is “a good 

service for a village the size of Long Wittenham” and goes on that “many vil-

lages would be very happy with such a six-day service.” Mr Hudspeth said the 

village also had bus links to Berinsfield (and onto Oxford) and Wallingford. “I 

know this is probably not the answer you were seeking but I hope it helps 

clarify the position.” 

Council chairman Tom Bowtell said: “There is a lack of joined-up thinking on 

public transport and road planning. Our village bus service has been cut by 66 

percent in the last 12 months. Long Wittenham is one of the most poorly 

served communities in the area. This makes a mockery of the vision to im-

prove public transport. The county has little respect for us.” 

In a letter to the parish council Janet Staines from Fieldside lashed out at Mr 

Hudspeth: “It’s a terrible letter. He completely misses the point. I am sure 

residents would prefer a service that operates over fewer days but doesn’t 

leave them stranded for three hours. I would like to see Mr Hudspeth strand-

ed in Tesco for three hours.” 

Bus users Greta and Charlie Jones, pensioners from Saxons Heath, say the 

current service is appalling. Mrs Jones said: “Many people particularly the el-

derly who do not own a car rely on the buses and now they are virtually iso-

lated. I’ve lived in Wittenham for 50 years. The service now is the worst I 

have ever known. The village deserves better.” 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The council has started work on preparing a Neighbourhood Plan that will 

define how the village should grow. It will give the community better control 

over future housing instead of developers imposing their ideas.  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
Neighbourhood Plans are part of the Localism Act 2011.  The Wittenham plan 

will include the new community hub proposal comprising a new school, village 

hall, affordable homes, a shop and playing fields. Land at Challis Farm is the 

preferred location but talks with the owner have stalled and another site fur-

ther along Didcot Road is being considered. 

HOPES RISE FOR NEW CYCLEWAY 

A £4.5m cash boost for improving the cycle network in and around Didcot 

could be the green light for a new route linking Wittenham with Clifton 

Hampden. 

 

The money is part of a £14m Government grant to improve public transport 

infrastructure in south Oxfordshire. Nearly £10m is allocated for a multi-

storey car park at Didcot railway station. 

 

The parish council is seeking more details from SODC about the announce-

ment of funding for the cycle network. It appears that the money will be ear-

marked for the Didcot-Milton Park-Harwell axis – the Science Vale area – but 

there is no mention of the Didcot-Culham route, Science Vale area south. 

With plans for another 1,800 homes proposed in the Didcot north-east ex-

pansion of Ladygrove, the need for a new path and cycle track to Clifton 

Hampden has taken on even more significance, says the council. 

 
Wittenham’s SODC councillor Celia Collett said the village had done a lot of 

work on the case for a new cycleway to Clifton Hampden and should be eligi-

ble for financial support. County councillor Lynda Atkins said that detailed dis-

cussions about S106 contributions - money from developers to support local 

projects - had not yet started but she added: “The need for significant im-

provements to traffic calming in the village and for a path-cycleway between 

Long Wittenham and Clifton Hampden are accepted.” 

 
SAXONS HEATH IMPROVEMENTS 

It is hoped that work will start in the autumn on landscape improvements to 

Saxons Heath. Improving the path that links south Fieldside with Saxons Heath 

is also part of the scheme. The council sent out details of its plans to spruce 

up the Green and received 16 responses of which 14 were in favour. The total 

cost of the project is nearly £14,000. The council will contribute £6,000 and 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
the balance will come from TOE – the Trust for Oxfordshire Environment. A 

grant application is with TOE but first the council must verify ownership of the 

land on which the Fieldside path runs. It’s believed the land is owned by Read-

ing University. 

 

HELICOPTER NOISE COMPLAINTS 

There’s growing concern in the village about the noise from low flying military 

helicopters day and night out of RAF Benson. The council has written to the 

station commander and local MP Ed Vaizey seeking information about the 

guidelines on routes taken by helicopters involved in training flights. Merlin 

helicopters are gradually being withdrawn from Benson as British forces begin 

pulling out of Afghanistan. They are expected to be replaced by the bigger and 

noisier twin-rotor Chinooks and that’s worrying residents. 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The annual parish meeting was attended by more than 50 in the village hall in 

June to hear a wide range of speakers. Council chairman Tom Bowtell out-

lined the main issues in which the council was involved. Among other speakers 

were Sue Tucker from the Wittenham-Thaon Twinning Association, Dr Jane 

Manley the Chief Executive of the Earth Trust and Dr Gabriel Hemery from 

the Sylva Foundation, a charity that promotes woodlands and wood and which 

plans to develop the old College Farm site. 

 

Bill Symonds and Derek Meadham from the football club reported on the 

club’s success in retaining the North Berks Cup. Janet Haylett from Witten-

ham Vision and the History Group spoke about litter picks and a landscape 

improvement programme at The Pound. Mrs Haylett said the history group 

would be marking its 30th birthday with an exhibition on September 13th 

called “Witta’s Place, Witta’s People to celebrate the village’s Saxon roots. 

 

The Rev Anne Ilsley reported on St Mary’s Church activities and Cllr Dr Peter 

Rose spoke about the new Good Neighbourhood Group that fosters closer 

ties between villagers and in particular those who have dementia and their 

carers. 

 

Two primary school pupils Martha-Mae Preece, aged 11 and Reggie Duckham 

(9) read reports on school activities. Head teacher Carol Dunne said the 

school had received a very good Ofsted report and added: “We are a small 

school with a small team but we have a big heart and have big aspirations.” 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council 
 

YOUR COUNCIL NEEDS YOU 

Janet Clarke from Fieldside has resigned from the council after 12 months. 

Her decision has reduced the council to five members leaving two vacancies. 

Last year Jean-Claude Reisser resigned. Mrs Clarke, an events organiser, said 

she enjoyed her short stay on the council but could not give enough time to 

her role. 

 

She said: “When I joined the council last year I had just started up my own 

business and had sufficient time to give to council matters. But now I am 

working on new contracts and with a two-year-old child to look after I find I 

do not have enough time to devote to the council.” 

 

Chairman Tom Bowtell said: “We are sorry to see Janet leave but understand 

that work and family commitments put her under a big strain. I would like to 

thank her for her commitment, in particular her work on the Saxons Heath 

improvement scheme.. We have two vacancies and would like to welcome 

people to join us. The village faces several challenges and we would welcome 

support from people eager to help improve the community.” 

 Anyone interested in joining the council should get in touch with council clerk 

Dee Small, 43 Westfield Road. Tel. 07733223833.  

Email: clerk@longwittenham.com 

 

PROPOSED GRAVEL EXTRACTION   

More than 150 people turned out on Saturday August 2 in a show of solidarity 

against plans for a huge gravel pit and concrete processing plant on land near 

Clifton Hampden. Four villages including Long Wittenham have joined forces 

to fight the proposals which opponents say will ruin the countryside and harm 

the river Thames.  

 

The aggregate and waste disposal company Hills Quarry Products wants to 

develop 160 hectares  of  land to the west of Clifton over a 20-year period. 

The site runs south of the main A415 Abingdon road to near Culham station. 

From there it goes south towards Appleford and then follows the river to-

wards Long Wittenham and back up to Clifton Hampden. Spearheading the 

opposition is BACHPORT – Burcot and Clifton Hampden for the Protection 

of the Thames. It is supported by Burcot and Clifton Hampden  
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Parish Council, Long Wittenham, Culham and Appleford councils. Leaflets are 

being circulated and a fundraising campaign has been launched to give the cam-

paign financial muscle. 

 

It’s planned to raise £26,000 to pay for hiring legal help to fight the planning 

application which the company intends to lodge with Oxfordshire County 

Council later this year. Hills plans to stage exhibitions in villages before the 

end of October. 

  

Burcot and Clifton Hampden Parish Council is expected to contribute £2,000 

to the fighting fund and Long Wittenham, Culham and Appleford £1,000 each. 

Money will be sought from other sources to boost the campaign. 

Spokesman Ian Mason said: “If this project is allowed it would ruin a beautiful 

part of the countryside bordering the Thames and Thames Path. It would lead 

to more than 80 heavy lorry movements on already congested roads. 

“There would be a high concentration of noise, dust and air pollution. It would 

harm village life, schools, shops, pubs, a camp site as well as river users. It 

would be disastrous for the whole area  and  we are determined to fight it all 

the way.”  

 

Long Wittenham Parish Council chairman Tom Bowtell said: “The environ-

mental impact on the whole area would be very serious. Already the roads are 

over-loaded and congestion on the busy A415 Abingdon road will only get 

worse. Everyone is worried about the impact of the Didcot North East expan-

sion plans so we could do without this latest nightmare.” 

Hills is a waste management and aggregate quarrying company based in Swin-

don. It says that there is not enough sand and gravel being extracted in Ox-

fordshire to meet the needs of planned housing expansion over the next 20 

years.   

 

It says five million tonnes would be extracted over the 20-year life span of the 

site – 250,000 tonnes per year. There would be 12,500 lorry movements a 

year or 80 per day. With weight restrictions in place over the Clifton Hamp-

den and Culham bridges lorries would be confined to using the main A415 

Dorchester-Abingdon road. Critics say there would be traffic implications for 

Abingdon as lorries would have to travel through the town to access the 

A34.There are fears that work on the site would harm the river Thames but 

the company says it would be protected by an earth bund 16 metres away 

from the river…            see Bachport article page 30/34 
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FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  

 

In the last edition of the Wittenham Ways I reported on the Stra-
tegic Market Housing Assessment (SHMA). Since then there 
has been much debate about the findings of the SHMA and the 
implications for Oxfordshire, South Oxfordshire and the commu-
nities that this extra housing will affect. 
 
I am doing my best, along with your Parish Council and Lynda 
Atkins (County Councillor) to make sure the community’s inter-
ests are best served as SODC moves forward in producing its 
Local Plan to 2031. Long Wittenham Parish Council recently 
submitted and excellent response to the recent Issues and 
Scope Consultation 
 
Your Parish Council is very wisely developing a Neighbourhood 
Plan, I am very happy to give them support through the pro-
cess. This will help to ensure that although we cannot stop 
change we are in the position to influence it and try to achieve 
the best possible results for the community. 
 
 

Celia Collett, District Councillor 

 

Get ready for winter!  

 

What a depressing thought. Howev-

er the Parish Council have provided 

salt bins to help combat the ice. Salt 

bins are now in place in Saxons’ 

Heath and Northfield Lane.  
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AUTUMN/WINTER IN THE GARDEN – WITH GAR-
DENJEN 

 
 

September 
September is a busy time in the garden, cutting  
back,  
trimming hedges, tidying and harvesting all the  
wonderful fruit and veg. that you have grown.  Al-
so  
making jam, chutney and freezing all the surplus  
produce that you may have. 
 
September is a good month to plant spring flowering bulbs – but 
leave planting tulips until late November.  
Divide herbaceous perennials this month – while the soil is still 
warm. 
Protect any tender plants by bringing them indoors or covering them 
with fleece if a frost is predicted.  
Feed lawns with an autumn lawn feed. 
Prune climbing roses, once the flowers have faded. 
Don’t grow wallflowers and ornamental cabbages in the same spot 
for two years running – to avoid ‘clubroot’ which persists in the soil 
and is infectious. 
 
Veggie plot 
Harvest sweetcorn 
Plant spring cabbages 
Sow spinach and oriental leaves 
Sow salad rocket 
Plant new strawberry plants. 
 
 
 

October 
Sow sweet peas for early flowering – keep them in a cold green-
house or frame. 
Prune bush roses by 1/3rd to prevent wind rock. 
Lift and store dahlias once the first frost has blackened them. 
Clean out the greenhouse to prevent pests from hibernating. 
Start to mulch or dig in compost. 
Plant out spring bedding – primulas, wallflowers and hardy cycla-
men. 
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Veggie plot 
Make sure to harvest the last of your tomatoes and 
 courgettes before the frosts. 
Plant new bare-root bushes of currants and  
gooseberries as it is a good time for the roots  
to get established. 
 
Cover veg. patch beds with black polythene – after digging over and 
composting. This will help suppress weeds, allowing an early sowing 
next spring. 
 
November 
Insulate the greenhouse for winter – using bubble wrap. 
Plant bare rooted trees and shrubs. 
Bare rooted roses are now available. 
Clear any fallen leaves from the borders and lawn. 
Tulips can be planted this month. 
Prevent winter moth damage to fruit trees by using grease bands 
around the trunks. 
 
Veggie Plot 
November is a good month to plant new fruit trees 
 
Sow broad beans and hardy peas – covering them 
with cloches so that they are not eaten by mice. 
Sow winter salad crops. 
 

December 
Prune ornamental vines and grape vines. 
Dig in some organic matter into the soil. 
Winter prune apple and pear trees 
Do not prune cherries, plums and peaches until spring. 
Remove any figs that are bigger than a pea, as these will not survive 
the winter. 
 
Veggie plot 
You should be still harvesting leeks and root vegetables, Brussels 
sprouts, cabbages, cauliflowers and kale.  
 
You can still plant garlic and rhubarb this month. 
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About 800 cars 

parked in the festi-

val field at the 

Earth Trust and an 

estimated 2500 

people climbed to 

the top of the 

Clumps to watch 

the demolition of 

the cooling towers 

on the morning of 

July 27th. People 

started arriving at 

around 10pm on Saturday and by 2am there were queues of cars on the 

surrounding lanes. The crowd waited with anticipation as the blow down 

time kept being pushed back but the towers finally came down at 5am, to 

much whooping and cheering! From our vantage point, five miles away, the 

towers started to silently collapse before three thunderous booms reached 

us a few seconds later. (From the Earth Trust news) 

                                         ******************* 

 

As we mark the 100th anniversary of the 

commencement of the First World War, it 

is time to remember the villagers who 

served. The commemorative plaque in the 

Village Hall lists eighty-eight men who 

served in the 1914-1918 war. Fourteen men 

made the ultimate sacrifice. Their names are 

listed below as Wittenham Ways  

pays tribute.   

 

Frank B Weston , Allan Eason,  Ernest 
Jeffries,  C Hugh Bidmead, Percy Beckett, 
William W Hallwright, Fred J Lamball, 

Harry A Green, T Gray Hopkyns, Alec C Chambers, William E 
Herman, Kenneth Bumpass, Frank Lamball, Vincent Essex  
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Cookery Corner 
with Sarah Wells of Cordon Bleu Cooking 

One of the best things about September is that it eases us  
out of summer and into autumn, so we can enjoy the last of  
the summer harvest. Seasonal raspberries, blackberries, blueberries, and 
even the last of the strawberries, can all be used for this simple and  
delicious pudding. 
 

Summer Tiramisu 
 

150ml water 
200g caster sugar 
400g mixed berries 
50ml crème de cassis or crème de framboise 
4 eggs, separated 
250g mascarpone 
1 x 200g pack sponge fingers 
50g flaked almonds, toasted 
 
Dissolve half the sugar in the water & boil for 2 minutes, add in the fruit. 
Leave to cool and add the cassis or framboise. Beat the egg yolks with the 
remaining sugar until pale & thick; beat in the mascarpone. 
 
In another bowl, whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks & fold into the mas-
carpone mixture. Strain the fruit from the syrup & place the syrup in a 
wide bowl. Dip half the fingers in the syrup, then use them to line the base 
of an 11” gratin dish. Spread over half the mascarpone mixture, then half 
the fruit. Cover with the rest of the fingers dipped in syrup, then the rest of 
the fruit, & finish with a layer of the remaining mascarpone mixture. 
 
Cover & chill for at least 6 hours & top with the almonds just before serv-
ing. 
 
Cordon Bleu Cooking -  a local service for all your catering occasions.   
Tel: 01865 407538/ 07721 609600. 
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PROPOSED GRAVEL PIT AND CONCRETE PROCESSING PLANT  

IN OUR AREA – YOUR HELP NEEDED! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BACHPORT 

(Burcot and Clifton Hampden for the protection of the River Thames) 

campaign against the development of the gravel pit and concrete pro-

cessing plant is well underway and gathering momentum. 

Who is BACHPORT? 

BACHPORT is a group of local volunteers who are working very hard to 

fight the proposed planning application. We are undertaking extensive 

research, seeking advice from experts, holding discussions with key in-

fluencers, fundraising and communicating our message as widely as 

possible.  

What’s the story? 

Aggregate and waste disposal firm Hills wants to develop a 160-hectare 

site into a quarry and concrete plant on the River Thames between Clif-

ton Hampden, Culham, Long Wittenham and Appleford (see map on: 

http://bachport.uk/site-map). We expect a planning application to 

be submitted before the end of the year. When this happens we will 

have just a few weeks to respond so we need to be well prepared be-

forehand and quick to put a case against it in a short timeframe.  

What should you be concerned about? 

Increased traffic of 80-100 lorries a day - on already congested roads 

Potential increased flooding. Our businesses and lives are already  

affected by road closures each year – 80% of the proposed site is on  

floodplain 

Pollution from noise, dust and CO2 

Detrimental effect on the ecology, nature and beauty of the countryside  

in a designated Conservation Area and Green Belt 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 

http://bachport.uk/site-map
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Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing  

specialist 
 

Tiling, slating, leadwork, gutter-
ing and fascias, new builds, re-

roofs, 
extensions and sheds 

 
All work considered 

 
For a free no obligation quote 

call Mark on 
 

07979 791075 
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 
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Curtains and Blinds etc. 
For commercial or domestic purposes, hand made,  

interlined, with trims should you wish… 
 

Designer fabrics, curtain poles and  
accessories available 

 
Contact Sharon Bunting on: 07753 198246 or 

s_bunting1@sky.com  
ww.buckramandbump.co.uk 

 
 

FULL STEAM AHEAD IRONING SERVICE 

 

 

Friendly, efficient service based in Didcot. Free deliv-
ery/collection in Didcot. Small charge for surrounding areas. 48 

hour standard service. Extra charge for express service.  

No job too small. Contact me to discuss your requirements.  

Price List: Adult tops/bottoms £1, shirts/dresses £1.20, children’s 
clothes/small items 70p, large items £2.  

Val Croucher 07870 609178 (telephone/text) 

Email@ fsa.ironing@hotmail.com 
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Who would it affect? 

Local residents and home owners 

Thames path users: walkers, cyclists, runners 

River users: anglers, canoeists, boaters, swimmers, holiday-makers 

Users of local facilities: shop, Post Office, campsite, school, pubs 

Anyone who visits or travels through the area 

What can you do? 

Show your support: join the campaign on our website http://bachport.uk, 

or by emailing bachport@btinternet.com, or picking up a leaflet from 

Clifton Hampden village shop and completing the tear-off slip 

Keep informed by reading our leaflets, notices, web articles and up-

dates from your Parish Council 

Respond quickly when BACHPORT asks for help, for example, when 

it comes to writing letters, joining rallies etc. We may not have much 

time and voices in numbers counts!  

Help us with our fundraising target. We need to raise £26,000 to pay 

for professional advice to fight the application, print leaflets and sign-

posts etc. Look out for a letter coming through your door with more 

details 

Print off a ‘No Quarry / No Concrete Plant’ poster from our website 

and display it in your window/car/anywhere prominent  

Visit our website, like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter  

SPREAD THE WORD – this would affect everyone in the area, not just 

our villages! 

And finally, a big thank you… 

…to all those from who turned out to support the rally on Saturday 2 Au-

gust. What a fantastic response and photo to go alongside the article in 

the Oxford Mail.  

…to everyone who has already signed up to bachport@btinternet.com  

…to the Parish Councils of Clifton Hampden and Burcot, Long Wittenham, 

Culham and Appleford for their support. 

 

HOW TO CONTACT BACHPORT 
bachport@btinternet.com 

http://bachport.com/ 
@bachport/247 

facebook.com/bachport 
 

 

http://bachport.uk
mailto:bachport@btinternet.com
mailto:bachport@btinternet.com
mailto:bachport@btinternet.com
http://bachport.com/
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