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My first encounter with demons was during student days in 1965. As a teenager
and a spiritual infant, my knowledge of demons was minimal. It was my custom to
go out into jungles for evening meditation. One day I saw an old lady lying on the
way screaming and shouting. I was rather scared but I picked up courage and
rebuked the spirit in the Name of Jesus. Next evening, I saw her around there quite
normal and bright. She thanked me with folded hands. I gave her the Gospel.

After a few weeks one of my prayer partners told me about his neighbour’s family
suffering under the spell of witchcraft. All the members of the family would
suddenly laugh quite abnormally and scratch their bodies like monkeys.
They couldn’t have a wink of sleep for several nights. My friend and I visited
that family after much prayer. We preached Jesus to the household and rebuked
the evil spirits. They were instantly delivered and enjoyed good sleep thereafter.

Authority vs. Power

These two consecutive instances aroused my interest to study the Scriptures to
understand demonology. My first discovery was this: Demons have power,
but believers in Christ have authority. Power is subdued by authority. Jesus said,
“I give you AUTHORITY over all the POWER of the enemy” (Lk 10:19). A puny policeman
can stop a powerful automobile, because he has authority! A small stationmaster
can stop a speeding locomotive by just waving a red flag, because he has authority!
The weakest of saints can cause the demons flee.

Theology and Demonology

Theology means the knowledge of God. Demonology means the knowledge of
Satan and his angels. The Church has either denied or ignored the existence of
demons. Bible seminaries teach theology but not demonology. This has given a free
hand to the devil and he enjoys thoroughfare in Christendom. Even before explaining
the fall of man, the Bible exposes the nature of Satan (Gen 3:1). The Apostles said they
were not ignorant of his devices (2 Cor 2:11). Neither should we be. We have a lot to
learn about demons and their activities from the Biblical accounts. Here are certain
basic facts about demons:

a) Demons possess superhuman knowledge and intelligence. Lucifer was “full of
wisdom” (Ezek 28:12). Demons have millennia of experience with mankind. They know
the weak points of human beings. Cunningness is Satan’s primary character (Gen 3:1).

b)Demons have unusual physical strength. A man with an unclean spirit could
pull apart the chains and break the shackles in pieces. No one could control him
(Mt 5:1-4). Another man with an evil spirit could overpower seven young men and
chase them naked and wounded (Acts 19:14-16).
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c) Demons are known for their destructive activities. Jesus pictured the devil as
a thief who comes only “to steal and to kill, and to destroy” (Jn 10:10). Evil spirits
can cause dumbness (Mt 9:32,33), blindness (Mt 12:22), deformity (Lk 13:11-13,16),
convulsive fits (Mt 17:I5-18) and mental disorder (Lk 8:27). Demons can instill in
the victims a suicidal tendency (Mk 9:22).

d) Demons have a highly organized strategy. They are an army with “principalities
... powers ... rulers ... hosts” (Eph 6:12). Theirs is a kingdom not divided (Mt 12:26).

e)Demons possess miracle powers. There are divination spirits accurate in
fortune-telling (Acts 16:16). While writing on the great apostasy of the endtime, Paul
stated, “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with
all power, signs, and lying wonders” (2 Thess 2:9).

Evangelism and Exorcism

Exorcism is an integral part of evangelism. While commissioning the twelve
Jesus told them, “Preach ... heal ... cast out demons” (Mt 10:1-8). Also in the great
commission He included demoncasting (Mk 16:15-17). The pattern set by Jesus in
the Gospels was followed by the apostles and the early church as we read in Acts.

Evangelism means proclaiming the message of the Kingdom. Whenever
demons are cast out, there’s a visible manifestation of the power of the Kingdom.
Defending His ministry Jesus said, “If I cast out demons with the finger of God,
surely the Kingdom of God has come upon you” (Lk 11:20).

Merrill Unger has defined demon-possession as “a condition in which one or
more evil spirits or demons inhabit the body of a human being and can take
complete control of their victim at will.” We are not preaching the whole gospel if
we don’t minister to the whole man. Until the demon is driven out, the possessed
man or woman will not be in a state of mind to listen to the message of the Gospel
(Mk 5:15).

Let’s study in the following paragraphs how to deliver the demoniacs.

1. Discern the spirit/Diagnose the case

The devil is a master counterfeiter. He doesn’t expose himself easily. He camouflages
to cheat the ministers who go to deliver people from his captivity. He presents himself
as an angel of light and his ministers as ministers of righteousness. On our part we
must do three things to learn the art of discernment.

a)First, study the cases in the Gospels and Acts treated by Christ and the apostles.
Here are a few references: Mt 8:28-34; 9:32-34; 12:22-29; 17:14-20; Mk 1:21-28;
7:25-30; Lk 8:2; 11:14; 13:10-21; Acts 8:7; 16:16-18. These incidents are recorded in
detail for our learning.

b) Next, pray for wisdom and insight. “Discerning of spirits” is the most covetable
gift in the ministry of demon casting. Earnestly desire it and ask God specifically
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for it. Paul could spot out the spirit of divination in the slave girl though all she
spoke was distilled truth (Acts 16:16-18). The Lord is pleased to impart this gift to
His children. But we must be regular and sincere in our devotional habits in order
to grow in discernment. In prophecy Jesus testified, “The Lord God has given Me
the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him
who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning. He awakens My ear to hear as
the learned” (Isa 50:4).

c) Thirdly, watch those who are specially used of the Lord in the ministry of
deliverance. The disciples watched how Jesus drove out demons. They learnt from
him by asking questions (Mt 17:18,19). Peter and Paul were unusually used of the
Lord in exorcism (Acts 5:15,16; 19:11,12). We do have such ministers today from
whom we can learn practical lessons.

Once the diagnosis is over, go straight on to —

2. Drive out the demon(s)

a) By Authority

As mentioned earlier, our primary weapon against the devil is the authority we
have in Christ. The Father gave the authority to the Son (Mt 28:18; Mk 1:27).
Christ passed on that authority first to the twelve (Mt 10:1; Mk 6:7), then to the
seventy (Lk 10:1,19) and finally to all believers (Mk 16:17). We enjoy this
authority because of our God-given status. Our names are written in Heaven.
That’s the reason why demons obey us! (Lk 10:18-20). We are ambassadors for Christ.
That’s why the defeated enemy bows before us! (2 Cor 5:20a).

But this, our positional authority, becomes practical only to the extent of our
submission to the authority of Christ. No other incident better illustrates this truth
than the healing of the centurion’s servant. By testifying of his authority over his
soldiers, himself being under authority, the centurion declared the authority of
Christ who Himself was under authority of the Father (Mt 8:8,9). Because Jesus
obeyed the Father perfectly, the devil obeyed Jesus perfectly. The following Scriptures
further amplify this unchanging principle.

“Your obedience has become known to all ... And the God of peace will crush
Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom 16:19,20).

“Submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (Js 4:7).

“Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Isreal would walk in My ways!
I would soon subdue their enemies” (Psa 81:13,14).

Though we don’t cast out demons by “our” purity, we must ensure that the devil
has “nothing in us” (Jn 14:30).

Living in outright disobedience and secret sin, if we attempt to cast out demons,
we are exposing ourselves to great danger like the sons of Sceva (Acts 19:14-16).

...4

-3-



Until the cursed thing is removed from the camp we cannot drive out the enemy
eventhough he may be as tiny as Ai ! Walking in openness and moment-by-moment
cleansing by the Blood of Christ strengthens our testimony to overcome the devil
(Rev 12:11). Just chanting the phrases “Blood of Christ” or “Name of Jesus” won’t help.
We should maintain a good conscience (Heb 9:14). This of course does not mean we
need to become “perfect” before attempting demoncasting.

b) By Faith

The exercising of authority must be coupled with faith. The one single reason
Jesus gave why His disciples could not deliver the possessed boy was their “unbelief”
(Mt 17:19,20). He compared driving demons to moving mountains. He taught His
disciples to speak “to the mountain.” Yes, we must command the devil straight. Here are
some sample words of command: “Come out of the man, unclean spirit !” “I command
you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” (Mk 5:8; Acts 16:18). God gives
us the authority and “we” do the driving. Don’t ask God to do what He has
commanded “you” to do!

Faith is strengthened by “prayer and fasting” (Mt 17:20,21). Be regular in fasting
and prayer if you desire to see God’s power in action. Stay full of the Spirit.
Renew the anointing by waiting before God (Acts 10:38). Spend sufficient time
each day in God’s presence. “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty ... You shall tread upon the lion and
the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot” (Psa 91:1,13).

Faith is increased by putting it into action. That’s what Jesus told His disciples
when they asked Him to increase their faith (Lk 17:5,6). The Lord encourages us
when we jump into action. The seventy returned exclaiming, “Lord, even the demons
are subject to us in Your Name!” (Lk 10:17). That means they did not really expect
this to happen! But they attempted! There lies the secret.

Faith grows by meditating the promises of the Word of God. Jesus drove out the
demons by the Word (Mt 8:16). We become strong to overcome the wicked one when
the Word of God abides in us (1 Jn 2:1,4b). Be filled with the Word. The Holy Spirit
will remind you of the right Scripture when you confront the enemy.

Don’ts in Demoncasting

a) Don’t fear!

While giving authority to the disciples over the enemy, Jesus promised them,
“Nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Lk 10:19). Greater is He who is in us than
he who is in the world (1 Jn 4:4). When dealing with the victims of witchcraft, claim
the promise of Numbers 23:23 for you. “There is no sorcery against Jacob, nor is
there any divination against Israel.” Be bold. The wounded serpent may hiss
against you. But the angel of the Lord shall encamp ALL AROUND YOU! (Psa 34:7).
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b) Don’t keep conversing with demons!

Jesus just asked the name in certain cases and nothing more (Mk 5:9).
Neither did He allow the demons speak (Lk 4:41). It’s meaningless to get
promises from evil spirits that they would not enter that person again or they
would go to the bottomless pit and so on. They can make a thousand promises and
break them all. After all their master is the father of all lies (Jn 8:44). What will his
angels be other than lying spirits? An outstanding Indian evangelist spent time
talking to and arguing with demons after each of his evening crusade meetings.
He was finally deceived and he led thousands astray.

c) Don’t curse the devil!

Rebuke but never curse the devil. We are not permitted to do that. Even Michael
the archangel and the other angels of God dared not to bring reviling accusations
against the devil or his spirits (2 Pet 2:11; Jude 9). Also there’s no direct command
in the Scriptures for believers to bind the devil. That is reserved to be done by an
angel during Millennium (Rev 20:1,2). Let’s just do what we are plainly commanded
and not exceed the boundary. The devil will have a big laugh when we attempt to
do what’s not assigned to us.

d) Don’t handle the victim roughly!

The demons have already wounded the victim sufficiently. Don’t add misery to
him by pulling the hair, beating, pouring oil into the eyes, pushing down with hand
on forehead, and so on. A noisy confrontation is also not always necessary. The devil
is not deaf!

e) Don’t be a loner!

Jesus sent His disciples two by two. Two are always better than one. Team ministry
is most effective in dealing with the demonized. “They will cast out demons,” promised
Jesus (Mk 16:17). The gates of Hades shall not prevail against the “Church” (Mt 16:18).

f ) Don’t follow pagan practices!

Asking the victim to drink “prayed-over” water, spraying the same on walls and
floor, and such things are to be avoided. They are of pagan origin.

Once the victim is delivered, the next important phase of our ministry to
him begins —

3. Disciple the candidate

The delivered person must genuinely repent of sin. He should be taught to
believe on Christ and experience the joy of salvation. The apostles combined the
preaching of repentance with exorcism (Mk 6:12,13). Get the candidate baptized.

Throwing away idols and items of occultic practices is necessary. In several
places the Bible connects idols with demons (Psa 106:36-38; 1 Cor 10:19,20).
At Ephesus the converted magicians burned their expensive books publicly
(Acts 19:19).
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Pray for the delivered man to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Make the re-entry
of the demon impossible (Mt 12:43-45). Only with the fullness of the Spirit the
candidate can enjoy a life of joy and praise free from fear and anxiety. The roaring
lion will take advantage of anyone who does not throw his worries on the Lord
(1 Pet 5:7-9). When chronic cases are delivered, it is advisable to get them
additional help from Christian psychiatrists.

Teach the candidate how to meditate the Bible, If he is an illiterate, help him
to memorize, one by one, verses which speak of his position and victory in Christ
and God’s promises of protection. Train him to wield the Sword of the Spirit against
the enemy (Eph 6:17).

Put him in touch with believers. He needs fellowhip (Eccl 4:12). A lone sheep
cannot manage the devouring wolf.

Keep him busy in the things of God. Jesus told the delivered man, “Go home to your
friends and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you.” He straightaway
went and evangelized ten cities! (= Decapolis) (Mk 5:19,20). Mary Magdalene is
another excellent example. Jesus drove away seven demons from her. She became
an active member in the evangelistic team of Jesus (Lk 8:1,2). She was the first to meet
the resurrected Lord and publish the news! (Mk 16:1,9,10).

Start today!

Demon-possession is too common in Indian villages and tribal areas. The victims
are waiting with anguish for deliverers to come from Zion! Go to them in the Name
of Jesus. The Spirit of the Lord is upon you “to proclaim liberty to the captives”
(Isa 61:1). Heaven awards you the D.D. degree! Devil Driver! This degree which no
university can give is universally recognized!
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