
 DAUPHIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting       February 1, 2021 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dauphin County Planning Commission was held 
Monday, February 1, 2021.  The meeting was held via Zoom telecommuting software, with 
members participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 
2020.  Chairman Chris Abruzzo called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Those members present were Mr. Chris Abruzzo, Mr. Josh First, Ms. Mary Gaiski, Mr. 
John Kerschner, Mr. Gary Lenker, Mr. Fred Lighty, Mr. Robert Spandler, and Mr. Dan 
Tunnell. Also present were Mr. Steve Deck and Mr. Jerry Duke of the staff. Guest was Mr. 
Charles Courtney.    
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission approved 8-0 the 
minutes of the January 4, 2021 meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
On a motion by Mr. Abruzzo, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission approved 8-0 to 
transfer to TCRPC the Subdivision and Sewage Module review fees in the amount of 
$3,949.50 for January, 2020. The Treasurer’s Reports in the form of Financial Statements for 
the month ending January 31, 2021 were accepted for filing and audit. 
 
REPORTS 
 
a. Report of Officers:  No items 

 
b. Communications & Staff Reports:  No items   

 
c. Program Progress Report: January, 2021 (attached) 

 
Mr. Deck provided an update on the HATS Safety Web Application with the latest 5 
year trend of crash data. He thanked the Planning Commission members for their 
review and had incorporated a feature which was suggested by Ms. Gaiski.  The 
information now shows truck related incidents.  
 
Other programs highlighted included work on a feasibility study for a new bike share 
program, updates on the 2020 census data release, and the Premier Project Award 
presentation.  Mr. Deck also invited the Planning Commission to take a role with the 
Toolkit update, in particular working with the affordable housing component.  Mr. 
Lenker indicated he would like to do so and offered to share information on the 
recent housing trends (as per a report prepared by Harvard University).  Mr. Deck 
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noted another component of the toolkit update will be development and regulations 
for solar farms.  
 
Mr. Deck reported on the progress of the county-wide stormwater management 
study. The Commission’s centralized assistance role in helping Dauphin County 
municipalities meet new federal water quality requirements will likely help reduce 
their project costs. The program strives to help municipalities work cooperatively on 
a county-wide basis, including the role of undeveloped agricultural properties in non-
regulated rural areas, to help meet the US EPA nitrogen reduction requirements. It 
was noted for the record that the US EPA is the agency requiring these regulations, 
with local municipalities implementing them at the local level.  A draft agreement is 
being completed and will be sent to the municipalities with the goal of having the 
interested municipalities joining the program as soon as possible.     
 
Mr. Deck also notified the Commission on the receipt of a DEP grant to do county-
wide stormwater planning (County Action Plan (CAP) planning effort).  TCRPC is 
serving as the coordinator in a regional effort for Dauphin, Perry, Juniata and Mifflin 
Counties.  The grant agreement was recently signed.  The study will be an important 
component in receiving DEP stormwater implementation funding.   
 
 

d. LPA Report: January, 2021 (attached) 
  
e. Committees: No items 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Subdivision/Land Development Matters 
 

1. Reviews/ Comments 
 

On a motion by Mr. Lenker, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission voted 
8-0 to ratify staff reviews of the twelve (12) Subdivisions/Land Development 
Application. 

 
  
b. Zoning Amendments  

 
1. Derry Township – Steep slope disturbance for residential structures.   

 
Mr. Charles Courtney spoke to the Planning Commission the reasoning 
behind the submitted application and made himself available to answer any 
questions on the application.  
 
The Commission discussed the proposed amendment and the staff 
recommendation of the township adoption. They complemented the staff on 
the letter’s clarity and how well it was researched.    
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On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Lenker, the Commission 
voted 8-0 to recommend adoption of the ordinance. 
 
 

c. Subdivision/Land Development Amendments 
 

1. Londonderry Township – Definition and regulations for manufactured mobile 
homes)   
 
On a motion by Mr. Tunnell, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 7-0 -1 (with Ms. Gaiski abstaining) to provide staff recommended 
comments regarding the ordinance. 
 

d. Sewer Modules  
 

1. Mifflin Township – Thermo Fisher Scientific On lot Septic System Sewage 
Facility Planning Application 
  
On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission 
voted 8-0 to formally ratify staff comments. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 

Mr. Duke spoke about the Premier Project awards.  He thanked those who were 
judging and thanked those who helped and participated in the zoom award 
presentation to be held on January 21, 2021 at 11:30 AM.  Several of the Planning 
Commission members commented on the quality of projects that were submitted.  
Also discussed was that several good projects did not score highly. The Commission 
speculated the reason for the lower than anticipated score was that applicants were 
not attentive or aware of the judging criteria.  The Commission members suggested 
that a workshop be held in advance of the application announcement to allow for the 
applicants to better understand the program and learn what features the judges may 
like to see in the applications.  This would possibly assist the applicants in preparing 
better applications.  Staff indicated they would look into completing this prior to the 
fall 2021 application deadline.   

 
There were no other additional items.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:43 p.m. The next meeting 
of the Commission is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2021.   
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If possible, the meeting will be in the Dauphin County Veteran’s Memorial Office 
Building’s Second Floor Conference Room.  If not able to meet in person, the meeting will 
be held via teleconferencing.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Josh First 
Josh First 
Secretary 
 


