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tRAInInG CentRe
During the period April – June 2014, NDC Skopje Training Centre has implemented the scheduled activities within 
the Basic level training for integrated education. The training program activities were carried out with Group 3, 
4 and 5 (theoretical and practical modules) and during this period a new 6th group of participants was enrolled 
within the Training Centre newly developed Program for School Principals. The Training Centre activities were timely 
implemented according to the official agenda and timeline foreseen for this capacity building component.
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Group 5 participants attended the theoretical and 
practical modules from the basic level training
During the period April – May 2014, Group 5 participants continued with the theoretical modules 
from the basic level training for integrated education. The trainings were carried out by the team for 
education, training and development of NDC Skopje in the premises of the Training Centre- Nansen 
model for integrated education based on the following schedule: 

April 2, 2014 - Basic training, Group 5 - workshop 3 “Planning and drafting integrated extracurricular 
activities”, “The role and significance of team and tandem collaboration”

April 29, 2014 - Basic Training, Group 5 - workshop 4 “Methods of communication in bilingual groups”, 
“Bilingual component in extracurricular activities”

June 24, 2014 - Basic training, Group 5 - workshop 5 “Overcoming stereotypes and prejudices in 
ethnically diverse groups”, “Role of the game in the integrated extracurricular activities”

On May 9, the Group 5 participants started with the practical modules from the basic training level 
on integrated education. The teachers visited the first integrated primary and secondary school 
in Preljubishte, Jegunovce municipality where they had the opportunity to attend integrated 
extracurricular activities as well as workshops prepared by the NDC Skopje team for Education, 
training and development.
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Group 3 and 4 participants attended the lectures 
with local experts

On June 17 and 23, 2014 Group 3 and 4 participants within the NDC Skopje Training Centre attended 
the lectures with local experts as part of the basic level training for integrated education. 

On June 17, 2014 Group 3 and 4 trainees attend the lecture prepared by Prof. Zoran Velkovski, Ph.D. 
from the Institute for Pedagogy titled “Defining goals and tasks of integrated extracurricular activities” 
whereas on June 23, 2014 the participants attended the lecture prepared by prof. Florina Shehu, Ph.D. 
on the topic “Communication between teacher teams and tandems in multicultural schools”.   The 
participants actively participated in all the sessions which featured lots of interactive activities and 
exercises.   
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During the months of April, May and June 2014, the teachers from Group 3, 4 and 5 within the basic 
training level for integrated education will implement integrated extracurricular activities according 
to the Nansen model for integrated education. 

The activities are implemented in the schools that successfully apply the Nansen model for integrated 
education. Teachers from Group 3, 4 and 5 within the basic training level for integrated education 
implemented integrated extracurricular activities according to the Nansen model for integrated 
education. The activities are implemented in the schools that successfully apply the Nansen model 
for integrated education.  

The teachers had the opportunity to practically apply the theoretical and practical knowledge from 
the basic level training for integrated education through the process of planning, organizing and 
implementing one integrated extracurricular activity under the mentoring of the NDC Skopje team 
for education, training and development.

Basic training level - Practical realization of nansen 
model for integrated education for Group 3, 4 and 5



training Centre 
participants’ articles 

Integration as a term in the science theory is elaborated 
on a global level long time ago, and recently is steadily 
taking its place in the local context as well.  Framing the 
education within the parameters of integration represents a 
complex process, especially when it comes to the societies 
which in certain periods (as is the case with the Republic of 
Macedonia) have faced with conflicts which were based on 
ethnic background. 

In terms of defining the significance of the Nansen model 
for integrated education in my professional development, 
I will focus on several elements. Cherishing the multiethnic 
values and bilingual approach as characteristics of the 
model are fundamentally important for building a healthy 
society, above all, due to the fact that through socialization, 
the individual constitutes their own identity. In times of 
continuous contacts with a culture different from its own, 
segregation, ethnocentrism, nationalism and racism can be 
prevented.  

The tandem collaboration raised multiple questions among 
the training program participants, which were pertaining 
to the main question: is it possible to implement an 
integrated extracurricular activity if you do not know the 
“other” language. Although the question was answered to 
us immediately, we understood the complete picture during 
the organized visit of the integrated school in v. Preljubishte, 
Jegunovce municipality. Even though the primary goal of 
the Nansen model for integrated education is not learning 
one more language, we were thrilled from the spontaneous 
learning of a certain fund of words and terms. 

The efforts of the Nansen dialogue Centre Skopje team with 
the very well planned training program, the participation in 
the International Conference on integrated education and 
the lectures from the distinguished university professors, 
contribute towards creation of profiles whose competences 
with fulfill the model requirements. 

Ivana IlIevska      
Group 4 participant within the Training Centre
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The education process which carries the prefix integrated           
and multiethnic, aims to enable the students gain multi-
cultural competences which are necessary to build good              
relations within the society. Multiculturalism in education is 
a process which initiates acceptance and respect for diversi-
ty. In order to fulfill its mission, the education process should 
rely on a school curriculum which promotes multi-ethnici-
ty. It is necessary to upgrade the teaching programs with         
various content that will promote multi-ethnicity. 

Extracurricular activities with students as the schools 
foundation promote and encourage individual 
development, creativity and students interests. They achieve 
multiple goals for the students: gaining new qualitative 
knowledge, encourage interests, talents as one among the 
main components is getting familiarized with the interests 
of the other students. From this, the great significance of the 
NMIE can be determined, through the implementation and 
realization of integrated extracurricular activities can largely 
contribute towards increasing the level of multi-ethnicity in 
education.  

With this kind of activities and content I got introduced for 
the first time during the training process in NDC Skopje. I 
felt the great benefit from the training program during the 
process of preparation and implementation of an integrated 
extracurricular activity according to the Nansen model 
for integrated education. The activity itself which should 
have been implemented was a great challenge for me in 
terms of how successfully it will be implemented in tandem 
collaboration by applying paraphrasing and game activities 
and other techniques we learned during the training process. 

Together with my colleague Sihana Kaba-Kasami, we 
approached towards the design of the activities with great 
interest and motivation, and to our pleasure they were 
very fruitful. The experience which I can share, is that these 
activities were very well accepted by the students, their 
desire and motivation for work was very visible, and by that 
we as a tandem fully enjoyed during the implementation 
of the planned activity. In the classroom we could not feel 
any division of the students, they collaborated with great 
joy and happiness, gave each other ideas, they simply 
enjoyed during the implementation of the activities. I hope 
that I will have the opportunity to implement integrated 
extracurricular activities in the future as well, which have 
largely contributed to my personal development. 

DanIela aposTolovska 
Group 5 participant within the Training Centre
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Our choice to become teachers makes us very lucky, also 
puts us in front of a great responsibility- to work with a large 
group of “creative little minds” who from the earliest age 
are eager to explore, develop and create. The program for 
integrated education of the Nansen dialogue Centre Skopje 
offers a great possibility to create positive working climate. 

Starting from the first training, when I got introduced for 
the first time with the basis of integrated education and the 
methods of its functioning as part of the education process, 
I continuously asked the question: Will I successfully fit into 
the concept and implement the practical part of the Nansen 
model for integrated education. The preparation process 
of the integrated extracurricular activity was not a difficult 
challenge since the daily topic was very interesting and it 
offered a possibility for expression of creativity during the 
preparation process. 

Certainly, by analyzing the monthly planning, throughout 
the sections, it can be concluded that NDC programs for 
integrated extracurricular activities offer interesting content 
which fulfil the regular teaching process, on the other way, 
they offer greater possibilities for different approaches 
during their planning, maximum inclusion of the game 
component, as well as many other creative and motivating 
activities which are harder to include during the regular 
teaching process. 

The realization of the activity was a great experience 
for me, it was a pleasure to work in team with a teacher 
whose language you don’t speak, on the other hand, the 
collaboration is excellent, and the result is a successful 
activity and happy faces of the students. 

Only the students which are fulfilled and are not limited 
during the development of their talent will one day be 
successful and best on what they will do. Therefore, it is 
a great honor, challenge and responsibility to be part of 
the training process for the Nansen model for integrated 
education. 

Maja MITeva
Group 4 participant within the Training Centre
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In our primary education, a lot of projects were implemented 
which were short-term and completed instantly. That is 
why we did not gain the necessary knowledge within these 
projects in order to apply in our everyday work with the 
students. Different from these projects, Nansen dialogue 
Centre Skopje has developed something special. 

This Centre, with its multiple solutions which are offered to 
us, has largely facilitated our work in the schools. During the 
training program, we have encountered multiple specific 
methods, techniques and new approaches related to the 
extracurricular activities - which we did not pay much 
attention in the past. Recently, after learning more about 
the method of paraphrasing, the game approach, we have 
discovered the significance and the fruitful results of these 
activities for the school life. 

This Centre, is becoming more special each day, because we 
– the training participants besides gaining knowledge from 
the wonderful and well prepared staff, we are offered the 
possibility practically implement the theoretical modules 
through realizing one integrated extracurricular activity in 
tandem with a teacher from a different ethnic background 
in the schools where this model is applied.  

The results of this work are outstanding and visible, all the 
students interact and are closer to each other regardless of 
their ethnic background. 

I strongly believe that this model should be incorporated 
in the regular teaching process in all schools within the 
country because it is a unique and representative model 
which demonstrates excellent results in a short timeframe.
 

sIhana kaba - kasaMI 
Group 5 participant within the Training Centre
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Interethnic integration is very important for the students 
to communicate among themselves and to learn how to 
respect each other. During the training process within NDC 
Skopje Training Centre I gained a lot of skills and knowledge 
which enabled me to expand and deepen my experience in 
implementing extracurricular activities with students from 
various ethnic backgrounds.    

The game as the basic tool for socialization between the 
students and establishing communication is the first step 
towards implementation of integrated extracurricular 
activities in a diverse group of students. 

During the planning and implementation of the integrated 
extracurricular activity according to the Nansen model 
for integrated education, the tandem cooperation was 
excellent. Together with my colleague, we planned about 
the various methods, techniques and forms we will apply for 
the successful realization of the activity.

The game component as one of the basic steps during the 
realization of the integrated extracurricular activity was 
successfully applied and very well accepted by the students. 
The students were working actively, collaborated and helped 
each other. Also the paraphrasing method was successfully 
applied by our tandem. 

The success level of the realization of integrated activities 
is due to the clear and thorough training program led 
by the NDC Skopje trainers who unselfishly transfer their 
knowledge and experience related to the implementation 
process of integrated extracurricular activities.  

RaDICa aCevska 
Group 5 participant within the Training Centre
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On June 18, 2014 the first training from the program for school principals was held within the Training 
Centre - Nansen model for integrated education. The topic of the first training intended for the primary 
and secondary school principals was “Project management in multiethnic primary and secondary 
schools”. The training was prepared and delivered by prof. Zoran Velkovski, Pd.D. from the Faculty of 
Philosophy in Skopje within the Institute for Pedagogy.

Nansen Training Centre for integrated education has drafted the program intended for principals of 
multiethnic primary and secondary schools, structured with the aim of introducing the principals 
with the development, concept and the idea for integrated education through multiple positive 
examples, experiences and models from several European educational and upbringing systems 
which represented the starting point during the development of the Nansen model for integrated 
education in R. of Macedonia.

The training program intended for the school principals also aims to offer multiple information, 
knowledge and skills necessary for creating strategies to support the Nansen model for integrated 
education within central school surroundings as a structural component of the annual programs for 
school operation in the path of building the ethos of an integrated school.
Through the training program, the principals will have the opportunity to upgrade their knowledge 
on project management, also in finding and securing various financial sources for integrated schools 
and their overall educational and upbringing function.

The training program for school principals will offer four one-day lectures which will be implemented 
by the end of 2014.

start of the new Program for school principals 
within the training Centre
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April 2, 2014 - Basic training, Group 5 - workshop 3 “Planning and drafting integrated extracurricular 
activities”, “The role and significance of team and tandem collaboration”

April 29, 2014 - Basic Training, Group 5 - workshop 4 “Methods of communication in bilingual groups”, 
“Bilingual component in extracurricular activities”

June 17, 2014 - Basic training, Group 3 and 4 “Defining goals and tasks of integrated extracurricular 
activities”

June 18, 2014 - Training for principals, Group 6 “Project management in multiethnic primary and 
secondary schools”

June 23, 2014 - Basic training, Group 3 and 4 “Communication between teacher teams and tandems 
in multicultural schools”

June 24, 2014 - Basic training, Group 5 - workshop 5 “Overcoming stereotypes and prejudices in 
ethnically diverse groups”, “Role of the game in the integrated extracurricular activities”

April - June 2014 - Basic training, practical modules, Group 3, 4 and 5 “Practical realization of integrated 
extracurricular activity according to the Nansen model for integrated education”

summary of training Centre activities 
for the period April - June 2014
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The implementation of the integrated extracurricular activities for the period April - June 2014 continued 
within the schools included in the project according to the Programs drafted by NDC Skopje. The team 
for education, training and development was regularly present in the schools in order to observe the 
implementation of the activities, also to provide the necessary support and mentoring. The regular 
integrated extracurricular activities were enriched with the practical modules of the basic level training, 
followed by Group 3, 4 and 5 participant who implemented one integrated extracurricular activity 
according to the Nansen model within the schools.

nAnsen MOdeL
nansen model for integrated education - implementation of the 
regular integrated extracurricular activities
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Introductory presentations of the nansen model in 
Gostivar and tetovo
On May 22, 2014 NDC Skopje organized an introductory presentation of the Nansen model for 
integrated education for the parents of the Macedonian and Albanian students from the second 
grade within the central primary school Goce Delcev in Gostivar. The presentation was realized by 
the teachers Nagihan Snopce and Gabriela Merdzanovska with the support of the NDC Skopje team. 
The director of the school Sasho Shareski and the deputy director Sefer Elmazi were also present at 
the presentation. 

On June 25, 2014 the introductory presentation was organized in the CPS Bratstvo - Migjeni in Tetovo. 
The presentation was carried out by the teachers Daniela Apostolovska, Aleksandra Kundevska, 
Bukurije Kahrimani and Sihana Kaba- Kasami. The director of the school Harun Rexhepi was also 
present during the presentations. 

In both schools, the parents from the Macedonian and Albanian ethnic community expressed high 
interest and support for the project and provided their consents for the participation of their children 
in the integrated extracurricular activities as part of the Nansen model for integrated education. The 
presentations of the Nansen model for integrated education  is the initial step for including the model 
within the CPS Goce Delcev in Gostivar and CPS Bratstvo - Migjeni in Tetovo.
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Open day organized in Vss Mosha Pijade in 
Preljubishte, Jegunovce municipality
On May 27, 2014 an open day was organized in the premises of the VSS Mosha Pijade in Preljubishte, 
Jegunovce municipality. The event was organized for all the students who expressed their interest to 
continue their secondary education within this school. The open day was organized by the students, 
professors and NDC Skopje representatives. The visitors had the opportunity to learn more about the 
school conditions and programs and also attended the exhibition of the technical models prepared 
by the students during the vocational subjects. 

The VSS Mosha Pijade in Preljubishte, Jegunovce municipality is a regional school of the VSS Mosha 
Pijade in Tetovo. The school was open in September 2010.  The complete construction and equipping 
of the new school facility was managed by NDC Skopje with financial support from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom Norway.

In addition to the open day, NDC Skopje in partnership with the students and professors from the 
VSS Mosha Pijade produced a promotional video for the enrollment process within the school 
which contained all the necessary information for the interested students pertaining to the school 
programs (regular teaching and extracurricular activities), conditions, facilities, equipment and future 
possibilities after their successful graduation in the specific department.
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end of school year performance in Ps Fridtjof nansen / shemshovo - 
Jegunove municipality

On May 28th, 2014 the students from the first integrated primary school Fridtjof Nansen / Shemshovo 
together with their teachers and NDC Skopje team for education organized the school performance 
titled “Traveling with music through time and space” in order to mark the end of the school year. The 
performance was attended by the students’ parents and relatives and was a great opportunity to 
mark the end of the successful school year enriched with integrated extracurricular activities. After 
the performance, the students together with their families and school staff enjoyed the cocktail at 
the school yard.

end of school year performance in Ps slavco stojmenski in Vinica municipality

On June 3, 2014 the students and teachers included in the project Nansen model for integrated 
education within the PS Slavco Stojmenski in Vinica municipality organized and held the school 
performance titled “In the fairy tale world” in order to mark the end of the school year. The performance 
was attended by the parents, school administration and municipal representatives.

end of school year event in Ps Rajko Zhinzifov/ Ismail Qemali in Cair 
municipality

On June 5, 2014 the students and the teachers from the PS Rajko Zhinzifov / Ismail Qemali who are 
included in the project Nansen model for integrated education in partnership with the NDC Skopje 
team for education, organized an exhibition and performance to mark the end of the school year. The 
parents enjoyed the performances and the wonderful exhibition of displays and students work from 
the integrated extracurricular activities. 
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Certificate ceremony for the second generation 
of students in the first primary school

On June 21, 2014 NDC Skopje organized a certificate ceremony for the second generation of students 
(2009-2014) from the first integrated primary school Fridtjof Nansen (Shemshovo) in Preljubishte, 
Jegunovce municipality. The event took place at the premises of the NDC Training Centre in Skopje.

During the ceremony, NDC Skopje awarded certificates to the students, their families and the teachers 
who were responsible for the implementation of the integrated extracurricular activities. After the 
formal part, the students together with their families and NDC Skopje team enjoyed the cocktail party. 

NDC Skopje expresses gratitude to all the students, parents, teachers and collaborators for the 
outstanding support of the Nansen model for integrated education and the excellent results achieved 
during this five year process.
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Strengthening international collaborative relations with existing and new partner institutions remains 

a significant component for NDC Skopje’s development process in terms of strengthening the organiza-

tions capacities and international exchange of experience and best practices. During the period April- 

June, 2014, NDC Skopje realized several international visits and also hosted several delegations of part-

nering organizations and institutions.

InteRnAtIOnAL COOPeRAtIOn
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On April 3, 2014, NDC Skopje Executive Director Mr. Sasho Stojkovski and Project Manager Mr. Veton 
Zekolli visited the Scharnhorst Gesamtschule, an integrated school located in Dortmund, Germany with 
nearly 1040 students from various ethnic and religious backgrounds and a staff of 90 teachers. 
During the day, the NDC Skopje representatives also had a meeting with Mr. Reinar Kopf from the 
organization “Forum fur eltern und schule”.  

During the working visit to Germany, NDC Skopje representatives attended meetings and visits in several 
integrated schools and organizations.

ndC skopje representatives visit integrated 
schools in Germany
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The purpose of the visit was to get closely informed about NDC Skopje program activities and efforts 
to support integrated education, to visit the schools which apply the Nansen model for integrated 
education as well as to contribute towards the development of the Program for cooperation with 
school principals.

On May 7th, the delegation visited the premises of NDC Skopje and the Training Centre where they 
attended the presentations prepared by the NDC Skopje Executive Director Mr. Sasho Stojkovski, 
Project Manager Mr. Veton Zekolli, Manager for ETD Ms. Biljana Krsteska- Papic and Coordinator for 
ETD Ms. Sonaj Bilal.

Principals of integrated schools and nICIe CeO 
visit ndC skopje

In the period May 7-10 NDC Skopje 
hosted a delegation from Northern 
Ireland consisted of Ms. Noreen 
Campbell – NICIE CEO, Ms. Patricia 
Murtagh - Principal of Hazelwood 
IPS, Mr. Nigel Arnold- Principal 
of Glengormley IPS, Ms. Olwen 
Griffith - Principal of Blackwater 
IC and Mr. Nigel Frith- Principal of 
Drumragh IC. 
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On May 8th, the Northern Ireland delegation visited 
the PS Slavcho Stojmenski in Vinica Municipality 
where they attended an integrated extracurricular 
activity prepared by the teachers Ms. Shenaj 
Amedova and Ms. Sanja Smilanska. Afterwards, the 
delegation met with the Mayor of Vinica Municipality 
Mr. Emil Doncev and the Principal of the school Mr. 
Jordanco Stojanov.

On May 9th, the guests visited the first integrated 
primary school Fridtjof Nansen in Preljubishte, 
Jegunovce Municipality as well as the first integrated 
secondary school Mosha Pijade. The delegation also 
met with the group 5 participants attending the 
practical modules within the integrated schools. 
During the visit of Jegunovce Municipality the 
delegation was hosted by the Mayor of Jegunovce 
Mr. Toni Koceski who expressed his perspectives 
regarding the benefits of integrated education.

On the last day of the visit, May 10th, NDC Skopje 
organized a meeting with 20 school directors from 
primary and secondary schools in Macedonia which 
are interested to include the Nansen model for 
integrated education within their schools. During 
the meeting, the directors had the opportunity to 
learn more about the integrated schools in Northern 
Ireland through the presentations prepared by 
the directors of integrated primary and secondary 
schools from NI as well as NICIE representatives. 
During the meeting, NDC Skopje representatives 
thoroughly presented the Nansen model for 
integrated education and provided an overview 
of the importance of integrated education in the 
Macedonian context.

The visit of the NICIE CEO and directors of integrated 
school from Northern Ireland was of great importance 
to the NDC Skopje office and represented a platform 
for exchange of new information, deepening the 
cooperation and initiation of new collaborative 
relations for the future.
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During the seminar, the participants explored the role of dialogue 
in peacebuilding through sharing experiences from national and 
international dialogue work. Through a variety of workshops, 
the participants of the Nansen Seminar enhanced their dialogue 
skills by supervision from the NCPD and international lecturers. 
The Nansen Seminar enabled practitioners of dialogue to meet 
and share their experiences as well as discussing and developing 
dialogue as a method.
The seminar contained presentations and workshops, and 
attracted an audience of dialogue practitioners, diaspora, peace 
movement, students and researchers, in addition to the partners 
of the Nansen Center for Peace and Dialogue (NCPD), Nansen 
Academy and the Nansen Dialogue Network.

Participation at the nansen seminar in 
Lillehammer, norway

In the period June 12-15, 2014, the Nansen Centre for Peace and Dialogue organized the traditional 
Nansen Seminar. The seminar will took place at the NCPD premises in Lillehammer, Norway. NDC Skopje 
Coordinator for education, training and development Ms. Sonaj Bilal participated at the seminar.
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On June 11, 2014, NDC Skopje hosted a delegation led by the OSCE High Commissioner on National 
Minorities HE Astrid Thors, the Senior Adviser to the HCNM Ms. Stephanie Marsal and the Personal 
Adviser to the HCNM Ms. Sirpa Rautio. 

The delegation met with NDC Skopje representatives and a group of teachers who are implementers 
of the Nansen model for integrated education and Training Centre participants. During the meeting, 
NDC Skopje representatives presented the main goals and benefits of the Nansen model for integrated 
education and the structure and program of the Training Centre for integrated education. 

During the meeting, the teachers shared their perspectives related to the benefits and challenges 
during the implementation of the integrated extracurricular activities within their schools.

OsCe - high Commissioner on national 
Minorities visits ndC skopje
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