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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th July, 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors P Clark, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

 
33. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor G Burlison 
 
34. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
35. MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th June, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.  
 
36. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 25(a)(vi) - It was noted that many of the plants in the planters had died as a result 

   of the weather, and the planters were not due to be replanted until later 
   in the year.  The Clerk was asked to contact Lanchester Nurseries to 
   see whether they could be tidied up for the summer. 

 
Minute 28  - The Clerk advised that information on dispensations under the Code of 

   Conduct was shortly to be circulated.  A report would be prepared for 
   the September meeting. 

 
Minute 32  - Mr Chapman had cut the grass and would continue to cut it about every 

   three weeks until the end of the season. 
 
37. JOINT AAP/PARISH COUNCILS COMMITTEE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EXERCISE 
 
Andy Coulthard, AAP Co-ordinator, was in attendance to explain the ongoing community 
engagement exercise and seek the Council’s views.  
 
The aim of the project was to increase engagement.  The population of the AAP area was about 
71,000 and it was hoped that the views and opinions of 5% of residents (1,600) could be obtained.  
Groups in receipt of small grants were being asked to take part, and residents would be contacted 
through schools, doctors surgeries, dentists and other ways.  
 
Consideration was given by the Council to its response to the consultation in respect of the three 
villages in the Parish. 
 
38. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that the proposed speed limit changes in Cornsay Colliery were 
currently being dealt with by Legal Services at Durham County Council for the necessary Order to be 
made. 
 
An unauthorised encampment had been set up by travellers on the B6301 between Esh Winning and 
Cornsay Colliery and Councillor Armstrong reported on steps being taken to deal with the matter.  
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Matters brought to Councillor Armstrong’s attention by the Parish Council included clearing of drains 
at Cornsay and the quality of the grass cutting service. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
39. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £170.12 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for July 
(ii) £42.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for July  
(iii) £35.00 to The Information Commissioner’s Office in respect of data protection 

registration 
(iv) £65.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas 
(v) £325.00 to Land Surveys Ltd in respect of topographic survey 
(vi) £50.00 to P Chapman in respect of grass cutting 
(vii) £107.42 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for August 
(viii) £26.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for August 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i)  14th Jun 2012 £ 57.00 Durham County Council   No. 561 
(ii) 27th Jun 2012 £ 75.00 MG Ackroyd    No. 562 
(iii) 27th Jun 2012 £ 170.12 Clerk’s wages    No. 563 
(iv) 27th Jun 2012 £ 42.40 HMRC     No. 564 
(v) 27th Jun 2012 £ 1006.82 CDCF     No. 565 
(vi) 27th Jun 2012 £ 57.29 Petty Cash    No. 567 
(vii) 27th Jun 2012 £ 1260.00 Lanchester Nurseries   No. 569 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £13,235.40 
Barclays  £24,249.21 
Unity Trust  £8,657.68 

 
(d) Petty Cash: 
 

Details of petty cash spending had been circulated. 
 

40. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) CDALC - Details of potential village green training. 
Resolved: That the matter be considered further once dates 
and times were known.  
 

(b) CDALC - Details of the next meeting of the Small & Medium Local 
Councils Forum which was to be held at Sedgefield on 17 
August. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(c) CDALC - Request for nominations for President and Vice Presidents to 
be elected at the AGM. 
Resolved: That no nominations be made.  
 

(d) CDALC - Information on Government consultation in relation to s150 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 which restricted payments 
made by parish councils to cheque payments only.  
Resolved: That this Council supports measures to remove this 
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restriction. 
 

(d) Scan Management - Information received from Scan Management in relation to 
their services scanning parish documents to an electronic 
format. 
Resolved: That this service was not required by the Council at 
this time.  
 

(e) Durham County Council - Consultation on markets and street trading. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(f) Durham County Council - Information received on 20 year anniversary celebrations of 
the Parish Paths Partnership. 
Resolved: That the information be circulated.  

 
41. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration, however the Clerk reported on a recent 
application for the creation of three letting bedrooms at the Royal Oak, Cornsay Colliery.  Local 
members had had no objections.  
 
42. CORNSAY COLLIERY WAR MEMORIAL 
 
Members had been advised at the last meeting that correspondence had been received from Mr 
John Rippon in relation to the future of the Cornsay Colliery War Memorial which was located in the 
church of St John the Baptist, Hamsteels.  As the Church had now closed and was being marketed 
for sale, Mr Rippon was concerned as to the future of the Memorial and had suggested that it be 
returned to the Parish.  He had generously offered to contribute towards the costs of doing so.  
 
Correspondence between the Clerk and Mr Rippon had been circulated, as had information received 
from the Diocese of Durham.  The views of residents of Cornsay Colliery had also been sought.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Diocese’s proposal to relocate the Memorial to the Church of St Michael and 
All Angels, Esh was the most appropriate to ensure its future preservation and protection.  
 
(ii) That the Diocese be requested to consider the provision of a plaque to accompany the Memorial 
to highlight it commemorating the men of Cornsay Colliery. 
 
(iii) That details of the Memorial be placed on the Council’s website, and that a letter be sent to Esh 
Parish Council requesting they consider placing similar information on their website.    
 
43. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Architect’s Plans 

 
The Clerk reported that the Architect hoped to have his initial plans ready soon, at which time 
the Council would be able to make any comments which could be reflected in the design.  
Once plans had been received, these would be circulated to Members.  

 
(b) VAT 

 
The Clerk reported on advice received in relation to the VAT position on a new build 
community centre.  Essentially two options were open to the Council and further advice could 
be provided if the Council was minded towards either option.  
 
Resolved: That further advice be sought in relation to both options. 
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The Meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


