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 Peter Ward at the Eureka, at 
Tucker Creek, 2007

 Peter is a researcher of this area’s 
mining heritage, and compiler of 
these notes. His notes on the reef 
mining history of the Wentworth are 
also available as a companion to 
these more general notes.

 Gavin Keating, at the mouth of 
the Palmerston ‘lower adit’ 
(Grant), 2007

 Gavin has taken most of the fine 
photographs in these booklets, as 
well as having done early research, 
and organising all our field trips.  

    Peter                                  Gavin                                     Fred

 The bush fires that swept Victoria’s High Country in the Summer of 2006-7 exposed 
large areas of our mining and cultural heritage, giving opportunity to map and 
photograph many artifacts of our history that had not been visible for generations.
  It was a brief window of opportunity, and one that closed quickly. The bush, lacking 
overstory, quickly regenerated with a forest floor thicker with scrub than before, and 
once again our history was hidden.

 During that brief window, Peter, Gavin and Fred walked many of these areas, recording 
and photographing.

A very brief

Fred Sargent,  at Union Spur 
(Grant), 2007

 Fred has visited, mapped and 
researched over five thousand 
mines in Victoria’s North East, 
Upper Dargo, Grant and Normanby 
areas.
Fred’s mind is forensic, with 
exacting recall of detail.  

This document should be read in conjunction with two other Downloads
1. A complete, chrolological compilation of Bairnsdale Advertiser clippings with Bullumwaal references. These contain 
mining and community references.

2. Prepared for publication Aug 2018.  A complete set of notes on the Wentworth, and in particular the incredible 
story of the alternative route to Omeo, via Baldhead. The failure to complete sections of this road early, was caused by 
a number of factors(and frictions), and it certainly curtailed development of Bullumwaal and beyond.

http://www.exceworks.com/Goldfields


   Robert “Berto” Moreland

          15 Aug 1949 – 29 Jan 2018
The mining and prospecting community of 
East Gippsland record with sadness the 
passing  our friend Berto. His knowledge and 
friendship helped us all. Berto listened to the 
‘old timers’, and memorised a huge repository 
of information which he was happy to pass on 
on about Bullumwaal, Deptford, Merrijig, and 
the Nicholson. Shared freely, offended 
nobody, 

              Pure Gold 

 

  To the names of the regular names involved in the production of the “Pinpointing History in Victoria’s High Country” on 
the previous page, we add Rob, ‘Berto’, Moreland’s name. Rob offered his time to introduce us to all the important mines 
in and around Bullumwaal, and the pleasure of his company around the hearth.

   

Bert taking us around Bullumwaal, November  2008. 



Author and Research by Peter Ward.
Photography and Maps  by Gavin Keating. 

The mines of Bullumwaal are all easily accessible, being but a short drive from Bairnsdale. The 
history of this mining settlement and its mines is already well written by the late Keith Fairweather in his 
book “Bedrock.”  I asked Keith why he omitted useful maps in his books, and got the simple reply
 “Time, I guess.”
 Gavin Keating's, and other original mine location maps included here, should be considered an 
essential adjunct to Keith's book.

Why visit this area?
1. Easy to access some good examples of adits where under the “hanging wall” was     

extensively removed. Most need minimal walking.
2. Good examples of stoping.
3.                  The Beehive site features an immense shaft, and maps herein show the immensity of the    

workings below.
4. Prospecting in Boggy (Prospect) Creek can still produce “colours.”
5.                  Many other items of general historical interest.

Caveats.
                    The normal caveats of bush walking in an area with hidden shafts apply. 
                    In no way does this information imply that old mines are safe to enter. 
                    

      The sadness of a triple murder. Graves of a father and mother, with that of a child in the middle. 

Keith Fairweather speaking of the murder of this entire family by aboriginals, records,
“the graves of the Hardings and their small child in Whitbourne's gully are mute reminders of the clash
 between the two races, they having been speared there at an early date”  (“Bedrock”, P 3)

       Following the fires of 2006-7 the outline of a small hut site was plainly visible a few metres from the
 graves, and treasure seekers had thoroughly dug out the hearth in the chance of finding a family's gold, 
often reputed to be secreted under the hearth. (Photo to right.)
      These graves are on Boggy Creek, just east of the northern bridge on the Baldhead Road,
 on the creek's Southern side.

Picture on top: A small, typical miner's hut, typical of the 1930's sits on the north side of Boggy Creek, just East 
of the bridge over the Baldhead road.

 A “ring in” to our “High Country” set. Bullumwaal does not qualify as “High Country”, 

but we share some information not generally available.
 Download this, and other goldfields material at www.excelworks.info/goldfields/



The disastrous fires of the summer of 
2006 brought opportunity to find and 
map portions of our High Country 
mining history such as had not been 
exposed for generations.

1. Gidley’s Track

2. Fern Hill, Grant

3. Gidley’s Track

4. Log Sled,Haunted Stream

5. Hotel foundation, Stirling

6. Wentworth Bridge at Jones’

7.Mining Track, Stirling

8. Wall, Haunted
 Stream

9. Battery, Good Luck Creek

10. Oven, Stirling

11 Gully, near ‘Red Rose’
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Victorian Great Divide Fires of 2006-7 clear burned  1.2 million hectares of Victoria’s East 
Gippsland. 
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  Within months 
new  life had 
appeared.  Gavin 
Keating captured 
the moment.





Some of the mines of Bullumwaal.  
This map is reproduced in two parts, in higher resolution, on the next two pages.

Note the Christmas mine is incorrectly marked. See later map on P 19.

We gratefully acknowledge the interest of the late Rob Moreland, a miner, prospector,
 and resident of Bullumwaal who assisted in verifying the exact location of  these mines.
                                                                                                                                                                        Map copyright Gavin Keating







Track rises from Keystone to Bulldog Rd                            Keystone mullock heap.

Burned clear, but tree ferns come back first.

Water race, Whitbourne's gully.                                            Waites memorial headstone, toppled and broken.



DEPI lease map, with a composite overlay showing the mines of Bullumwaal.   
                                                                   Overlay, copyright Gavin Keating



Extract from Bullumwaal Parish Plan containing handy refs to reefs, and gully names (as then known) 
                                                                   Ex State Lib of Victoria, Copyright expired.

GO BY

GALWAY REEF

LINDENOW REEF

DODGER REEF

MINT REEF

RATTLER REEF

DAISY BELL REEF

EXHIBITION REEF

CITY of COLLINGWOOD REEF

POSSELWAITES REEF

MICKY REEF

SIMONS REEF

LINGER and DIE REEF

Mt ALFRED REEF, beside PUZZLE



NAME,DESC,TIME,LATITUDE,LONGITUDE,,
1,Commonwealth,10:08:12AM,-37.6565401,147.53544,,
2,Mt Alfred workings,10:21:42AM,-37.6576601,147.53369,,
3,"Mt Alfred, Main shaft",10:25:23AM,-37.6575801,147.5333,,
4,"Mt Alfred cont, other side of tk",10:29:12AM,-37.6569501,147.53295,,
5,Unknown mine,10:39:07AM,-37.6526101,147.53741,,
6,cuts run NNW,10:56:34AM,-37.6473501,147.52144,,
7,"Upper, City of Collingwood",11:02:59AM,-37.6485801,147.51903,,
8,Cty of Collingwood (Black Prince is below),11:06:54AM,-37.6489001,147.51934,,
9,unknown mine and cut,11:30:43AM,-37.6503601,147.51602,,
10,Below somewhere is Richmond,11:34:46AM,-37.6491401,147.51737,,
11,Early Bird,11:52:40AM,-37.6400201,147.52851,,
12,"Flat, above first school site",12:02:10PM,-37.6425501,147.52887,,
13,Exact first school site,12:05:42PM,-37.6424401,147.52911,,
14,mine extensive cut,11:06:24am,-37.60914021,147.5887288,,
15,Keystone  adits now  collapsed,11:11:23am,-37.60885021,147.5880588,,
16,hut site,11:34:35am,-37.60930021,147.5876888,,
17,flat area probable battery,11:37:13am,-37.60906021,147.5875688,,
18,fossicks,11:39:59am,-37.60955021,147.5877288,,
19,track up from battery,11:41:30am,-37.60966021,147.5878688,,
20,track up from battery,11:44:24am,-37.60994021,147.5880288,,
21,track up from battery,11:45:02am,-37.61011021,147.5881488,,
22,track up from battery,11:45:39am,-37.61033021,147.5882788,,
23,small adit,11:46:31am,-37.61034021,147.5884988,,
24,scratching  disturbed by logging,11:54:04am,-37.60969021,147.5898188,,
25,scratching 50 m below logging track,11:56:39am,-37.60938021,147.5901088,,
26,deep shaft right on roadside,11:59:33am,-37.60970021,147.5891188,,
27,first scratchings descending Muddy Gully,1:31:34pm,-37.65604021,147.5306188,,
28,first major working,1:34:20pm,-37.65565021,147.5314288,,
29,mullock,1:36:25pm,-37.65574021,147.5316188,,
30,tunnel mouth,1:38:42pm,-37.65544021,147.5312988,,
31,sample trench,1:46:50pm,-37.65518021,147.5323788,,
32,three graves,11:42:00am,-37.62567021,147.5374388,,
33,hut outline beside graves,11:46:19am,-37.62553021,147.5372488,,
34,muddy gully turnoff,12:14:39pm,-37.65840021,147.5072288,,
35,top Kingmill Gully south feeder,12:25:06pm,-37.66111021,147.5148088,,
36,tunnel,2:01:13pm,-37.65414021,147.5323488,,
37,shaft,2:03:11pm,-37.65382021,147.5320588,,
38,shaft,2:04:04pm,-37.65389021,147.5317088,,
39,gravel pit or cut to find outcrop,2:06:06pm,-37.65356021,147.5307788,,
40,Jackies Dream,10:08:21AM,-37.63938002,147.49789,,
41,shaft on roadside,10:18:46AM,-37.63922002,147.50142,,
42,shaft on roadside,10:23:40AM,-37.63748002,147.50216,,
43,small dig along top track to Beehive,11:01:52AM,-37.61894002,147.51142,,
44,sluce box in creek,11:48:07AM,-37.61979002,147.51368,,
45, tk to creek ends here,11:59:28AM,-37.62007002,147.51319,,
46,small boiler in ck bed,12:04:34PM,-37.62039002,147.51252,,
47,"adit #1 of 3 at creek level, below Beehive",12:11:16PM,-37.62040002,147.51217,,
48,"adit #3 of 3, adit 2 in between. Reef visible",12:32:32PM,-37.62025002,147.51238,,
49,hutsite,12:48:01PM,-37.62060002,147.51239,,
50,3 mines on slope above ck,12:54:01PM,-37.62163002,147.51312,,
51,Christmas Jubilee Shaft ,8:26:33AM,-37.64615002,147.5117,,
52,"lge dig, with descending shaft under rd",8:33:03AM,-37.64656002,147.5107,,
53,working,8:38:55AM,-37.64622002,147.51,,
54,tunnel and mullock,8:43:23AM,-37.64524002,147.50884,,
55,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,8:57:55AM,-37.64526002,147.50865,,
56,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,8:58:33AM,-37.64548002,147.50882,,
57,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,8:59:49AM,-37.64592002,147.50906,,
58,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,9:00:40AM,-37.64616002,147.50964,,
59,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,9:01:29AM,-37.64625002,147.51011,,
60,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,9:02:34AM,-37.64635002,147.51073,,
61,mark track from mine back to  Pers. Tk.,9:03:03AM,-37.64636002,147.511,,
62,Christmas Jubilee shaft,9:08:37AM,-37.64695002,147.50882,,
63,Christmas (south) Adit entrance,9:13:07AM,-37.64722002,147.50922,,
64,Bulldog sth mine,1:30:28PM,-37.61657002,147.58599,,
65,Bulldog Nth,1:40:44PM,-37.61086002,147.58977,,
66,"BIG shaft, > 120' deep",1:46:07PM,-37.61117002,147.58991,,
67,Ruby adit,10:30:10AM,-37.65548002,147.53125,,
68,small dig,10:54:25AM,-37.65376002,147.53166,,
69,The Commonwealth,11:13:22AM,-37.65649002,147.53515,,
70,"Dodger, with Rattler above",11:34:11AM,-37.64600002,147.53513,,
71,"in creek, alluvial digs above. ",12:04:55PM,-37.64488002,147.53357,,
72,Cyclops,2:40:51PM,-37.60890002,147.59099,,
73,Jackies Dream,2:56:39PM,-37.60835002,147.5898,,
74,Monte Christo,3:28:01PM,-37.62210002,147.54065,,
75,Champion mine,8:28:10AM,-37.63357002,147.52669,,
76,Sons of freedom mine,8:39:23AM,-37.63696002,147.52502,,
77,Anglo Saxon. Battery is below. Also called Defiance Extended,8:56:49AM,-37.64503002,147.51584,,
78,Christmas northern adit low in gully. Thru to Anglo saxon.,9:20:31AM,-37.64556002,147.5097,,
79,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:32:29AM,-37.64563002,147.51006,,
80,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:33:38AM,-37.64575002,147.51029,,
81,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:34:36AM,-37.64589002,147.51048,,
82,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:35:10AM,-37.64599002,147.51074,,
83,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:35:42AM,-37.64604002,147.51102,,
84,Track from mine to Pers. Rd,9:36:22AM,-37.64605002,147.51134,,
85,car parked on Perseverence tk,9:36:44AM,-37.64607002,147.51157,,

A TRIP AROUND BULLUMWAAL with ‘BERT’.
Here is a comma delimited Data set for use in GPSVisualiser.  Copy and paste into a Notepad file, save as 
xxxxxx.csv (not a .txt) file. Remember to include the header line.

Import into “GPSVisualiser,” a free online  service that provides an active map. You can click on any point 
and  see the associated note. ( http://www.gpsvisualizer.com )



A simplified portion of Linda Barraclough's (Copyright) map from Keith Fairweather's “BEDROCK”, showing the 
alternate names used in other publications for the main gullies feeding through the town (Bold print)
The original full map will give you a key to owners of the numbered blocks. One important building still standing is 
the Hall, and is a good point to get your bearings from.
                                                                                              Reproduced for personal study purposes under the Fair Dealings provision of the copyright act.



Ref. 1



Ref. 1a



Printout from my GPS log. Notes are cryptic, but the mines are obvious. Red figures are 
standard six figure coordinates for use of those with the common CFA map book.



These next three maps were supplied by Rob. Moreland, as drawn by a local resident, was to be later
 attributed, but with the passing of Rob, I await someone to help me. 

Note that names of mines often change with changes of ownership. For example, the Exhibition of earlier 
years is shown as Nil Desperandum on this compilation.





Within the adit of the Christmas Jubilee sits a mounted roller, to align ropes pulling sleds up
 the incline following the reef. Right shows how material was removed under the hanging wall.

Three small adits lie below the Beehive at creek level (-37.62040 147.51217,  CFA Map Ref
362 452)    Right, the Beehive shaft.

Boiler at the Beehive. Right. Full picture of the guide roller in the Christmas Jubilee adit



J. H Harvey (1855-1938)  traveled widely, and his collection of glass plate photographs now is the 
property of the State Library Victoria. These photographs were taken at Bullumwaal between 1900 and 
1930, and one dated at 1920 may be a reasonable guide to a similar date for the others.

Bullumwaal township, and huts from the J.H Harvey collection.

Refs.
Two huts  http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43254 
Township  http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/137095
Small hut  http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43332 
Hut, chimney detail Image H92.150/363
All pictures “out of copyright”



 7 Aug 1869 GIPPSLAND TIMES. BAIRNSDALE. (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 4th July, 1869. On Saturday 
last, I visited Boggy Creek. I cannot say much for the road leading thereto. I saw signs of drays having travelled that way, 
but how they crossed some of the gullies I cannot say. Some of the council ought to inspect this road, and there is a 
likelihood they would give a warm support to the memorial read at their last meeting, which was forwarded by Mr. I. J. 
Smyth. Something ought to be done in improving the various crossings on this road. It would tend very much to the 
opening of this gold field. 
 I found, on arrival at Allanvale, which is the name of the lower township, that very few miners had come in, the busiest 
time being about 5 p.m. However, I was enabled to make a short tour, during which I made many enquiries, and gained 
much information from reliable informants. The main street is short, but very well situated, on the side of a range. 
 There is one public house, owned by Mr. P. Redenback. It is roomy, clean and commodious, and fully up to the 
requirements of the place; formerly there were two others, but the large sum exacted for a license has compelled them to 
subside into refreshment houses. In most of the country places about here twenty-five pounds is an out of the way sum to 
charge for a license, and although most people would be glad to keep themselves free from a charge of evading the law, yet 
most all the holders of refreshment licenses are tempted to sell liquors, and thus run the chance of being convicted of sly 
grog selling. While I am writing, I hear a person saying Weatherspoon and that Alick have come down. This directs my 
attention to a raid that has been made on the sly grog sellers. I hear that some fifty informations have already been laid, 
so that we may expect shortly to have a grand field day with grog sellers and informers. There are one or two cases, 
however, in the town ship which ought to have been attended before this. Business is dull at present, caused by the scarcity 
of water. The various claims are working, with the following results : 
 ALLUVIAL.- Lower Boggy.- Pendergast's claim-Four men doing well. Stacy's four men paying very well. 3. A party of 
Chinamen doing very well. Donohoue's four men have paid well for the last two .years, and are still doing so. 5 
Postlewaite's four men doing very well 6. Armfords four men have got out of this as much as seventy ounces to the 
paddock, about 15 feet stripping, 7. Blacksmith's claim, four men' making wages. Middle Boggy.-8. Middle Boggy Creek 
Prospecting claim, It. Burnett and party, doing well, have got as much as 50 to 60 ounces to the paddock. 9. E. Tilly's four 
men doing fairly. 10. J. Cohen and party doing fairly, have got out of this claim as much as £30 to £40 per man per week.     
   Four Mile, no one here but Chinese; look to be doing very well. P. Riley and party, John Linch and Co, John Brown and 
Co., Wilson and Co., Dyer and Co are reported to be doing well. Dan Coulter and party are doing well, and a short time 
since got a 22 oz nugget. At two mile creek the miners are doing well, but are obliged to pan off their stuff for want of 
sufficient water. At Bennett's Gully and Buffalo Gully the miners are doing well, but want water. 
REEFS . -Wilson and Co., Upper Boggy.- Their crushing yielded 17 dwts to the ton, and the reef looking well, several other 
reefs are working with a good show, but have not as yet crushed any stone. A machine will shortly be erected in this 
locality, when the various reefs will have a fair trial if the Council will instruct their engineer to report on the necessary 
improvements required on the main road to Boggy Creek with a view of making the road something like passable. There 
will, I have little doubt, be a considerable increase to the population of this place during the ensuing summer, as there are 
miles of auriferous country unprospected, which I am confident will pay the working miner. Since writing I am informed 
that another reef is at work called the Sons of Freedom reef, Redenback and party proprietors, they intend erecting a 
machine.

24 Aug 1869 BOGGY CREEK.     TO THE EDITOR OF THE GIPPSLAND TIMES. SIR,-- Did your Bairnsdale 
correspondent ever read Charles O'Malley ?   If he did not I would advise him to do so before he again visits Boggy 
Creek, particularly the chapter where Mickey Free hoaxed the Editor with the account of the siege of Badajoz. If ever 
man was hoaxed, your correspondent was on the 31st of last July. At first I felt inclined to laugh at the whole account, 
but having seen so much misery accrue from duffer rushes, caused by false and garbled accounts of products of imaginary 
gold-fields; I think it my duty to place the condition and prospects of the diggers on Boggy Creek in a true light, so that no 
poor miner may be induced to leave a living to seek the now Eldorado in N.E. Gippsland. Without presuming to know 
what amount of gold every party on the creek is getting, I will point out a few misstatements, and state the real facts. 
 Postlewaite's party abandoned their claim three months ago. 
 Honeyford's I believe got seventy ozs twelve months ago, but have got very little since the Blacksmith's party, consisting 
of two men, and the claim is supplemented by the forge. 
 The prospecting claim, Middle Boggy, was abandoned to the fossickers about six months ago, and the fifty and sixty 
ounce paddocks are things of the past. E. Reilly's claim (I suppose he means No. 1) has been idle off and on about 
eighteen months. 
 I don't know where the Four Mile is, but on the Five-Mile there may be a solitary fossicker. 
The Chinese that look to be doing so well would require a deal of looking for. 
 The Two Mile is occupied by four white men and two Chinamen. The creek, and in fact the whole of Upper Boggy, was 
worked out years ago, and the few parties who occupy it manage to fossick out a living, and as the gold has been coarse, 
occasionally a small nugget turns up. 
 On the whole,   Boggy Creek is like most of the old goldfields in Victoria-- on an average a man may make a living it he is 
careful and persevering, but after the storekeeper and butcher are paid he will find very little left for "Caledonians" and 
Paines'   "First-set" on Saturday night. 
 With regard to the reefs, Wilson's reef and the Sons of Freedom are one and the same, and I think I know the district 
quite as well as your correspondent, and a prospecting party would have to travel many miles from Boggy Creek to find a 
creek or gully that has not been prospected. 

Snippets from the GIPPSLAND TIMES (3) 

 The start of serious reef mining was chronicled by the 'Times starting with these first
 submissions.  



Our reef treasury has yet to be discovered, but I am far from confident that   reef prospecting would pay the 
working miner. In conclusion, I would advise any miner who is making a living to stop where he is, and not roll up 
his swag to meet with disappointment on Boggy Creek. If any such should come they had better bring a good horse 
and saddle ; these will generally go off in a raffle, after the unfortunate owner is duffered, and he can make rise in 
this way clear out. with, I am, &c.,   R. HENRY.

5 Oct 1869

The following is an extract from a re port received by the Board of Mines, from Mr A. W. Howitt, 
warden, &c., at Bairnsdale:- "...... At Boggy Creek I understand that a machine has been purchased for the 
Sons of Freedom Reef ; this is the first quartz claim opened in this part of the division.

12 Oct 1869 BOGGY CREEK.   (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) Friday, 8th October. Last 
summer the cry was " water, water, everywhere." The autumn arrived, and with it the much wished for 
rain. Still, the yield of gold decreased, and the ranks of the diggers waxed thinner, business slackened 
more and more, the billiard table became more greasy, the small boys took possession of the skittle alley, 
the dancing girls skedaddled, and the howl of the dingo succeeded the echoes of Redenbach's band. It 
needed no Cassandra to prophecy that if we trusted to alluvial mining, another dry summer would 
scorch the prosperity of Boggy Creek up to no- thing. At this juncture an enterprising party resolved to 
test a quartz reef situated on the creek, about three miles above the township. 
 A trial crushing gave a satisfactory result; the ground was secured, and the Sons of Freedom Company 
became a reality. Their machinery will shortly be all on the ground; contracts have been concluded for its 
erection, together with the necessary building, and for the supply of a stock of firewood. The company 
have adopted the wise policy of engaging a thoroughly efficient mining manager, and pending that 
gentleman's arrival the work of the mine proper is practically at a standstill. The shaft shows a face of 
good stone; the gold fine and well distributed: nothing to go mad about, but a prospect that will pay well 
for working under good management. With crushing machinery on the creek, an opportunity will be 
afforded for putting any new reefs that may be discovered to the crucial test of a trial crushing. Already 
numerous parties are on the look out for auriferous quartz.
  Messrs. Brown and Lynch are sinking on a reef about six inches wide, with very encouraging prospects 
about one and a half miles S.E. by S. (mag.) from the Sons of Freedom shaft, and apparently on the same 
line. This reef, though thin, is well defined, and shows every indication of " making." If this claim should 
turn out well it will be a valuable property, as the situation presents great facilities for working, the 
present shaft being between 300 and 400 feet above the creek, which runs immediately beneath it.
  A prospecting claim has been taken up on the opposite side of the creek to the Sons of Freedom, by Mr 
J. Smith, under the name of the " Champion ;" it shows a large blow of quartz at one point on the surface 
carrying a little gold; it may be the cap of a reef, or it may be only a large flat leader; most likely the 
latter, but nothing has yet been done to prove its character. A large surface specimen, thickly covered 
with gold, has been found by Mr Fletcher near the township, a little above the junction of the granite (?) 
and the Silurian sandstone; many circumstances point to the probability of the existence of a good reef 
in this neighborhood, and Fletcher's party are busily trenching, but as yet with no satisfactory   result.     
  The outside of the Post-office has been adorned with one " notice of application for a mining lease," for 
the modest term of 21 years ; the " precise locality" is described as " Upper Boggy Creek," a definition 
that may very fairly include 30 square miles of country, consequently nothing can be reported concerning 
its prospects. If two or three good reefs are developed we shall probably see a good many speculative 
leases applied for before another year is out; we are not quite old enough for that sort of thing just yet. 
There is a sequence in the creation of mining speculation ; it starts from the solid, passes through the 
plastic and fluid stages, and finally reaches its ultimatum in the gaseous state, its elements then become 
separated, and dance about in isolated globules, each one more bright and beautiful than the other, they 
are intangible to the touch, highly explosive, and decidedly danger- ous. We are very firm at present, and 
any attempt at inflation just now cannot but result in discomfiture. The digging population has been 
increased, a number of men having arrived from Ballarat; they look like men of the right stamp ; 
whether they will benefit themselves by their migration remains to be proved. 
 M'Carthy's party have started working in M'Diarmid's (alluvial) claim, and are reported to be getting 
good returns. It is to be hoped that the lawyers will get no more out of this ground ; turn and turn about 
is fair play, and the digger ought to have a chance to get a little of the gold. The history of this claim 
forcibly illustrates the necessity for mining reform. Three impartial men could have settled equitably the 
original dispute in ten minutes, while the " laws delay" has kept the ground idle for about two years, and 
it would surprise no one if a fresh law point were to crop up and put on another injunction until the 
straw had been properly balanced in all the mining courts of the colony. 



The Rev. A. Brazier has paid us a visit or two lately and held service on the township, but the population is so scattered 
that a large congregation cannot be got together on a week night. The educational requirements of the place are sadly 
neglected ; there are a goodly number of children on the creek, and any Christian denomination that would do 
something towards training up those in the way they should go, would confer a benefit not only on the waifs and strays 
of a diggings, but one that would be felt perhaps ages hence by the whole colony.

23 Nov 1869 BOGGY CREEK.   (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)   The 15th November will be a long 
remembered day on Boggy Creek. On that day the scream of the steam whistle and the thud of quartz stampers were 
here heard for the first time. The day was all that could be desired. All the diggers kept holiday, and a goodly number 
of visitors from Bairnsdale and Lindenow Flat honoured the christening  of the Sons of Freedom machine by their 
presence. Towards three o'clock the manager (Mr Morecom) and the engineer   (Mr Andrews) were to be seen busily 
engaged in making the final arrangements. As soon as everything was ready the brass band of' the Messrs Redenbach 
struck up an appropriate tune. Mr C. Ferguson then opened the proceedings by bidding the assembled company welcome 
and narrating a full history of the undertaking. Mrs Wilson, the wife of the original prospector, then broke the 
traditional bottle on the flywheel, bidding the " Sons of Freedom Machine" to start on its mission, and the first stamper 
fell amid the deafening cheers of the assembled crowd. After the company had partaken of the good cheer provided for 
the occasion,

Mr C. Drevermann, of Bairnsdale, mounted a heap of auriferous quartz, and from this appropriate platform 
addressed the assemblage, and called for three cheers for the new enterprise, which, of course, was heartily responded 
to. Oratory and music now became the order of the day. Mr Ross, of Lindenow, Mr R. Hosie, of Bairnsdale, Mr W. 
Wilson, the prospector, and Mr M'Laren, the contractor, were the principal speakers, and the general crowd cheered 
when called on for the mining, mercantile, and agricultural interests respectively ; neither were the ladies--who 
mustered strongly-- or the visitors, forgotten. At the conclusion of the al fresco festivities the manager invited all 
hands to inspect the mine, where those who had curiosity enough to tempt them down the shaft were gratified by the 
sight of a reef seven feet wide, and carrying gold from wall to wall ; Mr Morecom in the meantime explaining to the 
uninitiated the manner of working the mine. 
  Before leaving the machine it is but just to record that the greatest credit is due to Mr M'Laren (the contractor), and 
to Mr I. Oates, who has been doing duty as fitter), for the manner in which the machine started, neither of them having 
any experience in " quartz" machinery. At sundown everybody made for the township, where, with his usual liberality, 
Mr P. Redenbach had provided a dinner for all comers, and all the usual loyal and appropriate toasts were drunk with 
enthusiasm-the whole affair winding up with a ball. 
 Altogether, it was the most enjoyable day ever spent on the creek; the only matter of regret was the unavoidable 
absence of Mr G. Allen and Mr M. Taylor, two of the principal supporters of the undertaking from the first. Since the 
discovery of the Lindenow reef there has been nothing fresh. This reef, which is situate on the Two-mile, some four 
miles from the Sons of Freedom, is a fine solid mass of stone three feet thick just below the surface. The proprietors 
are making preparations to test its depth. The Champion Prospecting claim and No. 1 on the same line are sinking on 
some very rich leaders, but have as yet no definite reef. No. 2 North Sons of Freedom have traced the reef on the 
surface with a little gold, and are now sinking to cut the reef at the depth of 60 feet. 
  Whatever the future of Boggy Creek may be, one thing is certain, that auriferous quartz extends over a very large 
area. From the Sons of Freedom gold in stone has been discovered in five different directions, and only in one case can 
it be assumed that any two of those localities are on the same line. The tables of the Sons of Freedom look very well 
tonight (19th November). They will probably clean up on the 27th, and one speculative individual offers to bet the 
machine against a coffee mill, that the result will show over two ounces to the ton. 
  The Empire's Dubbo correspondent must surely have been drawing on his imagination when he indited the following:- " 
Mormonism in the Bush. --Let it not be understood that I include one fourth of our squatters as belonging to the 
Mormon sect : but my travels northwards have led me to the conclusion that the great salt bush country has some 
affinity with the great salt lake city Utah. Malthus' "moral restraint," as regards white ladies, is carried out to a great 
extent. The squatter can easily catch one of his own colour with a moderate dowry ; but he does not like to marry 
"beneath his position" - whatever that means, hence so much Anglican celibacy, and so much American Mormonism in 
this salt bush country. 
 It is not an unusual thing to see an English gentleman up this way the owner of two, three, and in some instances, four 
wives, vulgarly called "gins." The aboriginal  gins appear to be selected as girl selects flowers - for their colour and 
sweet odour. One will be "de cole black rose ;" a second lighter in tint - between the colour of bronze and old copper ; the 
third may be of pea soup, and the fourth of a beautiful olive complexion. These young girls are as faithful in their 
attach- girls under the Orient -- happy in receiving only a quarter of white man's love, and each content in her fourth 
portion of his great salt bush quarters. Nay, more - each will in time prove her devoted affection by sundry endearing 
little pledges. Then the shades become gradually brighter, and thus it is we daily observe so many beautiful skins some 
as refreshing as the yolk of a duck egg. 
  This proves that Mormonism must have existed in this country for two or three generations. Many of the Uno- 
Mormons, that is, one wifer's, take a pride in their black Didos, and dresss them costly-in rainbow fashion. I know the 
name of a deceased Mormon squatter who has left a few half-caste sons as a legacy to his lawful widow of European 
blood ; and I know this, that in this part of the world there are to be found scores of young ladies, of European blood, 
fair to look upon, graceful, modest, and gifted with all the qualities that can adorn a woman. If they lack education, 
attribute it to the accident of being born distant from the places where it could be obtained. They have moderate 
wealth, are unsophisticated, have a quick spirit to resent, and an honourable temper to forgive an injury. 



All now written can be borne out by old residents in the salt bush country, on the Paroo, the Upper Darling, the 
Warrego, Bogan and Castlereagh Rivers. Why then should Malthus' "moral restraint," be persisted in by young men 
entering upon pastoral pursuits, except it be to demoralise the aboriginal race and leave to future gener-ationsa an 
active, cunning. uninstructed and dangerous class of mongrel tints and bastards as a scourge to our legitimate 
children's children for the wickedness of their pale-faced progenitors 

4 Dec 1869 A few days ago I visited Boggy Creek, and have great pleasure in being able to report that in the recent 
discoveries of quartz reefs adjacent to Allanvale, and from their character and prospects, there is every reason to 
predict that the ranges around that locality, and extending thence for a long distance will prove to be highly 
auriferous, and even worthy the attention of prospectors. 
 The reefs already discovered are numerous, and well defined extending in solid dykes, and showing gold freely, and 
I believe that a new branch of remunerative mining industry is now being opened up in that quarter, which there as 
everywhere else will quite supersede the alluvial workings. The Sons of Freedom, which is a co. operative company, 
have, with most creditable energy, erected a crushing battery on the creek, and already their first crushing is in 
hand with excellent prospects. I visited their claim, and those of Redenbach, Smith and others, and all indicate a 
permanency and promise which must be highly satisfactory to the owners, and I only hope in the public interest 
that this locality will receive from prospectors and others that fair, sound trial which its present prospects claim.    
    One of the most cheering characteristics of this place is the almost entire absence of destitution and poverty, 
which. in many other localities so painfully strike the observer, and no more pleasant sight can greet one's eye than 
the appearance presented by the children of our common school. Their cleanly, well clad, comfort. able appearance 
indicates the comparative ease of their parents' position, and their sprightly and well mannered' behaviour, reflects 
the excellent treatment they receive at the hands of their teachers in that institution. It is comforting to note, as a 
mark of true progress, that while a very short time ago a wretched wooden little shed sufficed for the school 
accommodation here, there is now a spacious brick building provided for that purpose, and even that is so 
overflowing that further enlargement has become necessary. 
  While this healthy tone animates our society, we need not care but little what ducks and drakes our legislation 
may make about the abolition of State Aid to religion and other cognate subjects, as, in my opinion, if our rising 
generation are intelligently educated under the care of the State, they will religionize them selves under their own, 
at least, sufficient for all purposes of good citizenship, and further we have no right to enquire. I understand that 
in order to provide the further school accommodation required, it is proposed to initiate a series of popular 
readings here, and if so, I heartily wish the project God speed, and trust that all classes of our community will 
cordially support it with their favour.

Readers interested in following the development and life of Boggy Creek and Bullumwaal  reef 
mines can read a large  set of extracts (over two hundred  pages) from the Gippsland Times 
and Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle, also available from this site.

A wonderful photo of the Sons of Freedom Battery, c 1910.
My attribution for this photograph, extracted from an internet source is misplaced. With apology,will be 
corrected at next revision. 
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THE BAIRNSDALE DISTRICT. ITS MINING AND PASTORAL PROGRESS. (BY OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.) Favorable 
reports of fresh finds in the mining fields adjacent to Bairnsdale contine to come to hand, and the live stock market here 
maintains the high stand in prices, and in the quality of stock sent forward, which set in a few months ago. The crops, 
chiefly of maize and hops, which escaped the floods at the beginning of the year, are yielding the highest re turns, and for 
abundance of feed the present is a record year with graziers. It is no matter of wonder, therefore, that the town and district 
show signs of visible increasing prosperity.
Still, to make the most of our opportunities, a greater faith is required in the permanency of the mines, and that must of 
necessity in due time come, the whole, or at any rate the greater portion of the district lying to the east of Bairnsdale 
having been proved beyond a doubt to be highly auriferous. From Mount Taylor to Mallacoota the country has prospectors, 
or loamers as they are called, scattered over its surface, and although fresh finds are daily being made, nothing so 
fortunate as a Long Tunnel has as yet been developed. The surface discoveries made have in many instances been 
sensational revelations, and, being widespread and dispersed, there has been no especial rush to any particular portion of 
the district. As gold is not rained down from heaven, but is erupted from the bowels of the earth, it requires no great 
stretch of imagination to suppose, or to believe, that the outpourings on the surface of Gippsland East have an abiding 
source, though where to find that origin is what at present troubles so many of our energetic and enterprising gold seekers.   
Experience so far has,in almost all instances, gone to show that the reefs of the locality are broken; and that though they 
give splendid results for a time, they not infrequently pinch out quickly. It must, however, be borne in mind that only in rare 
instances has any-thing approaching a fair trial been given to any of the mines, and that in those few
cases the results have been of a nature that would be considered most satisfactory in centres where carrying, crushing and 
other facilities were not so forbidding as they are here. Probably the deepest mine in the district is the Deptford Proprietary, 
which has been sunk 500 feet, whence 22dwt stone was taken, and another claim, which in its own locality has been sunk 
deepest, is the Beehive, at Bullumwaal, where the stone which is being raised is expected to crush from four to perhaps 
twice that quantity of ounces per ton. In the case of the Deptford mine, it is not a question of cartage or crushing, which 
has hitherto been the cause of its being a non-paying concern, but because it had not the same able management which is 
now employed. The Deptford people, outside of the shareholders, anxiously look forward to the successful development of 
the mine, as it is hoped that its prosperity may act as an object lesson, and set other mines, which are just now simply 
waiting, agoing. The Beehive, too, is being watched in the same spirit, as around it are numerous shows which, according to 
their varying depths, have made disclosures quite equal to those of which we hear so much from Westralia. In the absence 
of a better battery, only first class stone from the Beehive is being crushed, and that is being sent all the way to the 
Bairnsdale District School of Mines. The expenses of carting and crushing are so high that only picked stone is being sent 
away, quartz which yield an ounce to the ton, and even more, being considered not quite good enough to be dealt with in 
such manner. These are but a couple of instances of many by which the reefing industry has hitherto been hampered, and 
they are mentioned simply to illustrate why the resources of the district are not better known and to show that shortly 
better things may be hoped for.
  In collating a brief history of the past and present of the district, which is now represented in Parliament by Mr Henry 
Foster, Minister of Mines, an endeavor will be made to present a faithful picture of how the mining and pastoral resources 
stand to-day, and to assist, if possible, in lightening any of the anomalies and extra burdens with which they may now be 
encumbered. To anyone at all familiar with the past of Bairnsdale, or of the Mitchell, as it at one time used to be better 
known, to those who are acquainted with its slow, though attractive growth for many years, with its rapid boom of the early 
eighties and its succeeding temporary check, its business revival of to-day and its life and activity cannot but be impressive, 
the marked improvement being visible more to those perhaps who may have been absent from Bairnsdale for a time. 
Probably at no time in its history did the district show more vitality than it does at present, and the probabilities just now 
are that the improvements may be progressive and only in their initiation so far.

BULLUMWAAL. Bullumwaal, or the place of many spears, ranks among the ancient places of note in the mining 
history of Gippsland, that aboriginal title being given to it to distinguish it from the equally megaphonic name of Boggy 
Creek, which had become a too common adjective for the postal department, as it was administered in the days of yore. 
Boggy Creek is a familiar and suggestive name, and it took quite a quarter of a century to educate the public mind to the 
necessity of submitting itself to departmental rule. To trace back to the root or beginning of Bullumwaal the reader must 
picture himself at the well known inn, Sir Walter Scott, at Delvine, on Boxing Day, '55, at Delvine. The Hotel was then the 
property of Mr John Scott, father of the late Cr. Dan Scott; and it enjoyed the repute of being the farthest removed licensed 
house from Port Albert, which was the only port of Gippsland—not that ports are by any means numerous today. However, 
there were gathered there at Delvlne on the said Boxing Day a group of men of various shades and opinions, the majority of 
whom were fresh from the fields of Ballarat and Bendigo, where the gold rage was at fever height. The question naturally 
arose "Why should there not be gold in the Mitchell, Tambo or Nicholson?" and as some of the party had just returned from 
shearing, flush of money, a prospecting party was there and then formed, the Nicholson River being decided upon to be the 
immediate field of operation. (cont.)

A n Overview of the Bairnsdale District, Mining and Pastoral Progress 

    A series of eleven articles published in the Bairnsdale Advertiser contain a large amount of detail on the mines of 
Bullumwaal. As a district history, I have included the material complete, even though it covers other than Bullumwaal.

Caution. Some of these scans have been corrected using the expected natural flow of the language. If using the 
material, best check the original source article.



 (cont.) A start was made when the New Year had been inducted in orthodox manner, and the party consisted of Messrs 
Frank Hall, James Scott, Dan Scott, Alex. M'Pherson (known as old Alick), Jas. Batch, Tom Price (Lanky Tom) and several 
others, the present president of the shire, Mr Drevermann, being much in evidence in the proceedings. The tributaries to 
the river were pro spected, and at Store Creek—so named after the business place of Mesers. Drevermann, Cameron and 
Co., who had established a branch of their Lucknow establishment at the place—very excellent returns were obtained. A 
small rush followed, miners meeting with various success, one nugget weighing 58oz. being turned up by a miner named C. 
Christie. 

 A gully known as German Gully was worked by a party of Germans and Mr Chas. De Baron, who is still a resident of 
Bullumwaal, and they met with varying success, numerous nuggets being found. The river itself was also tried with more or 
less good fortune, and miners have been in the locality ever since. About the New Year of 1857, the Nelson Hotel, at 
Lucknow, was opened by Mr Wm. Frost, who is still in the land of the living, and for some years it became the rendezvous 
of the miners from up-country. There a party was formed to prospect the Upper Nicholson and its head-waters, two 
experienced miners in the persons of Herbert Cope and Wm. Heath, being of the company, and the discoverers of rich 
deposits between the junctions of Buffalo Creek and Whitbourne Gully with Boggy Creek. Several hundred miners were 
soon on the spot, only to rush again to Merrijig Creek, whence many thousand pounds worth of gold were taken, the field of 
operation not covering an area of more than a mile in length along the bed of the river. For several years this was a very 
busy part, and in 1862 several quartz reefs were tested, though not to any great depth, and not being considered payable 
were abandoned only to be taken up again at a later date. Sandy Creek, a few miles further on, was discovered by Mr Alex. 
Tomie, and was named after him. The bed of Sandy Creek proved to be very rich, and ultimately it became a favorite place 
of the Chinese, who, at the time, were invading the country. In those days gold was not looked for except in the beds or 
immediate banks of the creeks, the terraces of to-day—30 and 40 feet higher up—being considered quite too difficult to 
work, where all was hurry and rush. This brings us to the year 1863, when rich gold was found in Boggy Creek by Mr Robert 
Burnett, at a spot called the Five-mile, and which afterwards became known as Bullumwaal.
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THE BAIRNSDALE DISTRICT. ITS MINING AND PASTORAL PROGRESS. (BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) II. 
The Bullmuwaal of to-day is not geo grapically the same place it was 34 years ago, and a very small sprinkling of the old 
residents remain. For some rea son, certainly not because the new site has proved a better one than the old one the 
township has removed itself some three miles higher up the creek—probably on account of the working at the Sons of Free-
dom line, which for many years remained the centre of attraction in the district. The old township, which is known as "the 
Bridge," became a very lively place on the discovery of gold on the Five-mile, and at one time boasted of 3 hotels, the best 
known being that kept by the Redenbach Brothers, a name which is not unfamiliar in the district, musically or in other 
respects, a German band being one of the chief attractions of the place then. Another hotel was kept by Mr William Myers, 
now of Lucknow, who, no doubt, shared in the many good things doing at the time. Alluvial gold was found here more freely 
than it was then or up to the present date in any other part of the district, the record being that of two parties of four men 
each, who, in a short time, cleared a thousand pounds per man from their claims. In about the year '65 Mr Wm Wilson, now 
of the Aurora mine, discovered a rich reef. which he
named the Sons of Freedom. The reef was worked by the miners under a co operative system for some time, and then as a 
registered company, with varying success. Its earliest records are difficult to obtain, though it is known that during the 
years 1871-75 gold amounting to 1166oz was taken at the rate of 17dwt to the ton. A splendid shaft of 200ft, divided into 
three compartments, had been constructed by the first miners; it is now in existence, slowing the excellent but very 
expensive work done by them in those days. The battery, which had been removed from Store Creek, was erected in 1865; 
but its gold-saving ap pliances being very poor, the yields were not so satisfactory as they might other-wise have been. For 
some time the mine was abandoned until in the year 1885, when it was again worked by a Bairnsdale syndicate under the 
management of the late Mr Ellis, with fair results, Between the year '87 and '90 the mine was leased to several tribute 
parties, during which period 803 tons were crushed, yielding 355 ounces, though it is right to mention that the tailings were 
treated through Fulton and Company's patent pans, the result, although not made known, being thought to be very good, 
probably a couple of thousands of pounds worth of gold. In view of the revival of mining throughout the locality, the 
battery is now being re-novated, and it is proposed to erect proper pans for treating tailings, the work of reconstruction 
being entrusted to Mr W. Alexander, foundryman, of Bairnsdale. The mine remains intact, and will pro-bably be worked at 
a later date, with its improved appliances with better results than in the past. It is impossible to obtain anything like a 
correct statement of the returns of this historical mine, though it is calculated by those who know best that fully 10,000 
tons of stone were taken out, which yielded results which would be considered high under modern treatment. The earlier and 
greater attractions of the Crooked River, and the subsequent revival of mining operations at Bendigo, besides its 
comparative isolation, all helped to overshadow this district, and for some years subsequently it remained as a dead letter in 
gold mining centres. Then when men were compelled, through scarcity of employment in the cities, on the bursting of the 
boom, to push into the interior to look for work—when tradesmen living in the district could no longer earn bread and 
butter for their families at their trades in the townships, they betook themselves to the ranges. The Mines department, at 
the same time, poured into the district the workless of the metropolis on free railway and miners' rights passes, with the 
result that to-day there is probably no better sought after country than that to the north and east of Bairnsdale, where the 
prospectors are justifying the incitements and the district's prosperity assert ing itself. That Bullumwaal is destined to 
develop into an important goldfield at no distant date cannot, be doubted. How soon it will receive the attention it deserves 
at the hands of investors who are prepared to work the mines properly, no one, of course, can say. There appears, how-ever, 
to be a growing desire on the part of men with capital to learn more about the locality and its prospects as a field for 
enterprise than formerly, and if these inquiries are honestly pursued by bona fide investors, it may not be long before a 
great number of the " shows " are taken up and thoroughly tested. Already, it is rumored, there are some visitors expected 
from a distance to have a look round here. Well, there will be plenty for them to see —perhaps not in actual work done, for 
that has been limited, except in a few cases, but in what may he done by judi clous expenditure. The one want of the place 
in the past, and it is not a want, unfortunately, that is peculiar to Bullumwaal alone, has been the scarcity of capital and of 
proper gold-saving appliances. It can be truly said that the locality as a whole has not been given a fair chance of show ing 
its riches. The men who have been here, and who are still here, no doubt worked under great disadvantages, endured 
hardships and privations only known to gold seekers in the ranges. Some of them, of course, have got or are getting their 
rewards. But many a poor fellow is struggling along manfully and doing a work single-handed almost with poor results, 
which, could he secure proper co-operation, would make his lot in life much easier and his work more productive. There is 
one reproach the district is free from, and it shows the strong faith the local governing body had in its own district. 

The road from here to Mount Baldhead is a splendid one, and has done much to assist in opening up the country to 
the gold seeker. When the section between here and Bairnsdale is completed, there will be a beautiful driving road, as good 
a mountain road as exists in any of the colonies, all the way from the railway terminus up to Mount Baldhead, The 
criticisms of the Omeo people on this route are ridiculed here. With a made road this way to Omeo nothing would be easier 
than to leave the train at Bairnsdale at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, have tea at Bullumwaal and breakfast in Omeo next 
morning. It is not, however, as a coach route that it will be most valuable to the district. It is because it must be the great 
highway of traffic to so many mining centres that makes it a desirable route to open and keep open. Men with no prejudices 
admit freely that it was a wise stroke of policy on the part of the Bairns-dale Shire Council to enter upon the construction 
of this road, and that it will do more than anything else that could have been done at the time or since to open up the 
country and make the district prosperous. The pity is that the Government are so dilatory in handing over the money to 
complete the section between Mount Baldhead and Omeo. Mr Foster will assuredly be questioned on this point and asked 
for all explanation should he visit this locality, as he has promised to do, before the general election. Time was when the 
miners of Bullumwaal were few in number and did not count in a Parliamentary election. At election meetings here now 
their presence in force might be more awe-inspiring.
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course the question of the completion of the Omeo road is one of the greatest consequence to the average Bullumwaal 
man, and it ranks second only to the satisfactory demonstration that the mines may be worked as profitably at a depth as 
they have been on the surface. 

The Bullumwaal people affirm that the Mount Baldhead is the natural highway, being shorter in distance, drier, 
and not subject to such devastation of bridges and crossings as the valley way has, unfortunately for the shires concerned, 
been proved to be. It is also claimed that it is the shortest and best way to Dargo, Tabbaraberra and other mining centres 
out that way. But this is all by the way and need not be longer dwelt upon. The township itself, is yet a very small place, 
though a very small one—a multum in parvo—with an astonishing number of people in and out of it, the hotel there—as 
the rendezvous of the district—being quite one of the busiest to be found in the country. The hotel, which is licensed as a 
road-side house, is, however, quite inadequate to the growing importance of the place, and to meet increasing public 
demands, should they even remain as they are, it will have to be added to considerably or other arrangements will of 
necessity have to be made. Its comparative newness and the uncertainty appertaining to the volume of the mines are the 
principal reasons why Bullumwaal is not graced with more stately buildings, those there now being celebrated in no way 
for beauty in design or in their extensiveness. 

More recent buildings, though, manifest a desire for an improvement in appearance and convenience; and, as there 
are several new businesses spoken of as about to be started, the new example will probably be followed with the best 
results. The more favorable situations for residences around the village are being selected and built upon, as many as 76 
business and residence areas having been registered during the past 15 months, and the most of them lately. Many of 
them, however, have been taken as a speculation and all are not being built upon. 

In reference to the business places, commencing at "The Bridge," where trade is reported to be just now dull, are 
those of Messrs J. Rickards, Taylor and Went, who, in their various ways supply the miners of Mounts Taylor and Alfred. 
Mr Rickards proposes extending his business by running as far as the new township. Midway between the two townships is 
Mr R. Clement's store, while in Bullumwaal proper Messrs Anderson and Mr Ryan have wide and large connections, their 
packing businesses being quite features of the place and of great convenience to those who deal with them. Mr Sweetman 
is a later arrival and speaks of having commenced his relations in a manner satisfactory to himself. His news agency is a 
great success, and the bulk of newspapers passed through his hands is indeed a heavy one. Mr L. Emery, who has a 
monopoly in the finer lines of drapery, also expresses himself well satisfied with his Bullumwaal experiences. Besides the 
hotel there is a wine saloon, kept by Miss B. Arnold, a late resi dent of Bairnsdale. Board and residence can be obtained 
at the cafe, and owing to the rush that there is to the mines, Miss Arnold, with whom are associated some relatives, finds 
her accommodation taxed to the utmost. Mr Simon Sinton has a good thing in the only billiard table in Bullumwaal, and 
when I visited his place on Saturday there must have been fully 30 persons assembled. Mr Wm Minter has a popular 
reputation as the village blacksmith, while good work is being done by Mr Raymond in boots and shoes. Mr John Buckley, 
the last but not the least, is the local P.M.G., mining registrar and member of the mining board; and it is due to his 
urbanity that it has been possible to gain so much information of mining and local interest. From the foregoing it will be 
seen that the business places of Bullumwaal are by no means numerous; and, when it is mentioned that over 4300oz of 
alluvial gold were bought last year—by no means a phenomenal year—by the storekeepers doing business in the mining 
subdivision of Boggy Creek, it will be readily seen that cash is fairly abundant. It may be mentioned that the figures 
quoted do not cover any gold which may have been locally obtained but sold elsewhere—and the probabilities are that there 
was much disposed of in that way—nor does it in-elude that which may have been recovered from the quartz. 

Previously no record of the alluvial gold bought by the stores was kept, so that no comparisons can be made. In 
regard to the reef gold obtained an approximate record has been kept by the mining registrar, though he mentions that he 
has not been kept posted with all yields, as he should be. His figures date back to the year 1887, when, according to them, 
922 tons were crushed for 242 ounces. In the following year only 42 tons were crushed for nearly as many ounces; and in 
1892, when 56 tons yielded 147 ounces, reefing business was again nearly at a standstill. The last three years, however, 
show quite a marked improvement, and it is anticipated that during 1897 the figures will be vastly in-creased. In I896 the 
return was 1417  ounces from 1183  tons of stone, while the total figures for the subdivision for the past 10 years read ½ ¾
4398 tons out through for 4752 ounces. As has already been mentioned, much surface reefing has been done round and 
about Bullumwaal, and in a few instances a greater depth than 50 or 60 feet have been tried, one of the chief reasons for 
which is the fact that, so numerous are the shows, the more acute prospector having relieved his claim of what stone may 
be most easily-lifted, and having satisfactorily demonstrated to an intending purchaser that it will yield so many ounces, 
sells to him, if he can, moves on to another show which he or his mate has in the meantime discovered, and so on. 
Prospecting has been a lucrative business to most of those engaged in it, and Mr Buckley's register quite bristles with the 
discoveries of many of these prospectors. 

Of many names in that record those of the Messrs Jorgensen Brothers, T. Curtis, H. Waite, T. Harding, Clements, 
Watkins, White and Robbins appear more frequently; while just now not only these men but a band of newer and energetic 
prospectors are laying the country tribute to them in such systematic and industrious fashion as has not been seen before, 
The majority of these men represent foreign capital and syndicates, which in itself again contributes to the welfare of 
Bullumwaal. As a rule the prospector is a smart, young, though experienced man; while, in the other hand, alluvial 
digging is generally followed by miners of mature years, very ancient parties in many cases. The community is very 
cosmopolitan, men of ail sorts and conditions, of much travel, all being brought together in this common desire to find 
that which has inconsiderately been termed the root of all evil.
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Assuming the figures supplied to the local mining registrar to be correct, it will readily be seen that during the past twelve 
months gold amounting to £17,000 was found alluvially, while £5600 worth was won from the reefs in the subdivision of 
Bullumwaal. The total of these figures in themselves represents a very fair out-put; but when it is remembered that they 
cover only a portion of what is being taken from the field and that they do not include outside capital which is being 
introduced into the place, it will be recogniscd that Bullumwaal is no small factor in building up the prosperity of the 
Bairnsdale district generally. Without going into any minute history of the very many claims, or shows, as they are 
frequently called, which surround the township, a brief relation of their existence may be interesting. In the first place the 
Sons of Freedom is the best known and defined line of reef in the locality, and upon it are the two Beehives, which at 
present are claimed to be the most go-ahead properties the locality possesses. Further back there is another good belt of 
country, which includes such good mines as Jacky's Dream, the Christ-mas, Perseverance and other hopeful leases. The 
Briton is tihe first mine west on the Sons of Freedom line, and is situated about a quarter of a mile away from the battery 
there. It was at one time known as the Joker, and has been worked by various owners since 1892, Messrs Curtis arid Waite 
being the first to take it up, when the good result of 46oz. from 13 tons was obtained. Since then 104 tons of stone have 
been taken out for a return [..] After having been abandoned for about six months the claim has again been taken up by 
Messrs Bailey and Co., who are now sinking a main shaft. The Surprise, which is immediately at the rear of the hotel, ought 
perhaps to have been mentioned first as being on the line, and the surprise is that it was overlooked. It was first worked in 
1891 by Messrs Waite and Harding. Twenty tons were taken out for 46oz. of gold. A subsequent trial yielded 52oz. from 40 
tons. After various unsatisfactory workings and a shaft of 80 feet had been sunk it was abandoned, only to be retaken 
recently by Mr Ashe. From the Dodger, a little further on, slightly more than an ounce to the ton was obtained from six 
tons. The property is now held under lease, but no work is being done upon it. The Beelive Extended is one of the very few 
registered joint stock companies which the district possesses, and that being so its operations are regarded with more than 
ordinary interest. The mine has had many cognomens, changed and bestowed according to the whim and fancy of the 
occupying party. It was first known to the world in the year 1892 as The Growler, when Messrs Waite and Harding had a 
crushing of 8 tons for an average of 1oz. 15dwt. 8gr. That yield, though apparently high, was considered to be not good 
enough by the holders, and the claim was abandoned that another show found by them might be worked. During the 
following year Messrs Petersen and party took out 14 tons in all for a yield of about 17oz, the mine being then known as the 
Last Chance. It was subsequently, in the year 1894, retaken by Messrs Curtis and Waite and re-christened The Sloper, that 
title being given to it in consequence of the sudden disappearance of a previous occupier. During that year 25 tons were 
lifted for a result of 44oz., the reef being again abandoned and after-wards taken up by a Mr Nesbit, who changed the name 
to the Little Elsie. Previous to the present its title was The Hawk, under which name 14  tons were crushed for a little ½
better than 23oz. It then became the Beehive Extended Company. Good work is now being done under the management of 
Mr R. M. Lee, the present company having been regis-tered into a no-liability concern in November last. A new engine 
shaft, 9ft x 3 ft in the clear, from the surface, was at once commenced, and has been sunk to 109 feet, and close timbered ½
with 8in x 2in timber. The shaft was opened out at 100 feet and crosscut west 30 feet, where the lode was cut, showing gold, 
the stone being 2 feet wide, A drive north for 60 feet on the course of the lode was then made, the reef averaging about 2 
feet, of which 30 feet shows very good gold. The south drive has been driven 50 feet along the lode, and shows a very large 
dyke formation of from 4 to 6 feet, portions showing fair gold. A rise has just been commenced in this drive to hole through 
to the old workings, 50 feet up, when active stoping will be commenced. Both the walls are very true, the underlay being 
about 14 feet in 6 feet east. The stone is very heavily mineralised, with plenty of galena and black-jack showing in the stone. 
In the north drive a rise has also been commenced for stoping, a good body of stone showing in the stopes. There are now 
60 tons on the surface, taken from the main drives, which it is intended to put through the Sons of Freedom battery when 
the improvements there will have been completed. The mine is at present worked by a horse-whip, but it is intended to erect 
a winding plant at an early date. The Exhibition, which was at first known as the Prince of Denmark, that national name 
having been bestowed upon it by its original owners, Messrs Krug and Dahlsen, some 10 years ago, is also upon the same 
line of reef, and its opera tions have since included those of the Excelsior claim. It has in its time been owned variously, and 
is just now the pro perty of a Bairnsdale syndicate. In all 187 tons have been crushed for a result of 196  ounces, probably ½
that of Messrs Jorgensen, 60 tons for 82 ounces, in 1889, being the best. Another good mine in the same belt of country, 
although not on the same line, is the Perseverance claim, which is being worked by Messrs Thos. Harvey and Son, the 
crushings being 243 ounces, at about the rate of an ounce and a half to the ton, since the mine was taken up by Messrs 
Clements two years ago. Messrs Harvey have now a lot of stone at grass which will be put through as soon as the Sons of 
Freedom battery is in working order. Jacky's Dream, in the same locality, is a mine of the sensational order, its first and 
only crushing of 13 tons realising 95oz 4dwt, or an average of between 7 and 8 ounces to the ton. Just now 20 tons are 
being put through at Mr Woods' battery, the results of which will be known in a few days. The shaft, which has followed the 
lode, is now down 30 feet. It is, however, proposed to sink afresh to cut the reef at a much lower depth, when operations will 
be much facilitated. Messrs T. Harding and Rob-bins found the reef only a few months ago, Mr W. F. Watkins having since 
joined them at a handsome remuneration.



Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle (Vic. : 1882 - 1918), Thursday 6 May 1897, page 3

THE BAIRNSDALE DISTRICT. ITS MINING AND PASTORAL PROGRESS. (BY OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.) V. 
In addition to the fine crushing ob tained from Jacky's Dream other good finds in the locality have been made, 

that of Messrs Curtis, Waite and Strange, who took 71 ounces from 21 tons of stone, being perhaps the best. 
 The Christmas Reef, which is just now under sale to the Beehive Company, is another mine in the neighborhood which 
promises much in the future, irrespective of what has already been lifted from it. It was originally taken up, some four 
years ago, by Mr Sam. Harding, since when it has been owned and worked by different proprietors, the latest, since a 
subdivision of the property, being Messrs White, Vaughan and Jones, whose ownership will cease on the completion of the 
purchase in August next. In the meantime the present holders are taking out what stone they may from the shaft, and they 
are now down 80 feet; the later crushings having shown the lode to be improving with its depth. The last returns show 86 
tons of stone to have been taken out at a yield of a little better than 18 dwt, the last two crushings averaging considerably 
over these figures. 
 The contractors for the 300 feet tunnel, which work was lately let by the Beehive Company, are making good progress, 
having cut 90 feet towards the reef. 
 The Mountaineer mine, situated on a spur below Jumper's Gully, about a mile from the old Bullumwaal bridge, is a claim 
which calls for special notice, its record for 1894-5 being 87 tons put through the mill for 236 ounces. The reef runs at an 
angle, though very nearly parallel with the Sons of Freedom line. Messrs Clements and Waite have, no doubt, had the cream 
of the reef, and without great effort in the matter of deep sinking. The property is now being properly shafted by its 
holders, Messrs Sawyer, Collins and party, and the well directed energy and enterprise which is being displayed, will, in due 
course, no doubt, have its own reward. 
 The City of Collingwood, from which 41 ounces were obtained from 30 tons, is located in the same neighborhood. The reef 
was for some time lying idle, but has quite lately been taken up by Messrs, G. Coster and A. Wilson. A short chat with Mr 
Chas. Woods, who has been a resident of the locality for some four years, reveals the fact that, while he may speak 
cautiously of the outlook of Bullumwaal, and rate it as a place which is being much boomed, his own personal actions and 
acquirements do not tend to demonstrate that too much is being said of the district. In addition to a well found and 
convenient 5-head battery, Mr Woods has built himself a comfortable home out of what was lately only a portion of the 
hard and unfertile ranges with which the district abounds. Mr Woods's is just such another instance of how, with energy 
and judicious expenditure in labors the desert may be made plain, the rose supplant the thistle or, as in the present 
instance, take the place of the fern. It is one of the drawbacks of Bullumwaal that more grazing or agricultural land has 
not been made available, the reservation of all lands for mining purposes allowing for the individual selection of one acre. 
The result of this is that within a radius of several miles of the township there is but one paddock of any size, and that 
was taken up by Mr Krug before the area was brought within the "pink." Mr Woods, with whom is associated Mr Sachs, of 
Melbourne, has worked many of the reefs in his locality with good and not so favorable result. The Defiance, from which 
730 ounces were obtained during the last 13 months, at an average of close upon 1 oz to the ton, was about the best ½
possessed by him. At the time of my visit 13 loads, which was expected to average 4oz, were being put through the battery 
the lode having improved much. 
 The lodes of the Defiance and Black Prince are now running together, and as they have been worked to a considerable 
depth, with good results, they form now one of the best leases in the locality. The main shaft has been sunk 155 feet, 
where, in addition to intermediate cuts, a drive north into the line, 80 feet has been executed, making a total depth of 180 
feet from the surface. It is purposed sinking the main shaft to 200 feet. When stoping operations will be commenced. In 
portions, very rich patches have been taken out, the further developments of which will be proceeded with as soon as 
certain proposed facilities in working the mine will have been accomplished. 
 Besides the above leases, which cover an area of 68 acres, Mr Woods has worked the Lindenow, Mickey, Ruby and Puzzle; 
but after yielding fairly well, they all cut out. 74 ounces for 7 weeks' work on the latter claim being the best return 
obtained from them. 
 Mr James Fogarty is now working the Puzzle, with good prospects. He proposes cutting a shaft some distance, east of the 
present one, and crosscutting thence for the reef. Mr Woods is confining his attention chiefly to that country through which 
the Christmas, Jacky's Dream and Perseverance have been lined, Kingsman's Gully, at the head of which he is, having been 
at one time a very rich alluvial diggings. Since his advent to Bullumwaal he has exhibited much enterprise, has been a 
considerable employer of labor, and therefore deserves the reward which has attended his undertakings. There are many 
other capital workings about the School Hill and Mount Alfred, a full report of which will be given at a later period.
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north and west of Bullum waal, a few miles distant, owing in a great measure to the difficulties of its approach and to the 
absence of crushing plants, the reefs have not been so fully tried as nearer home, though much has been done in the past in 
alluvial workings which are still being pursued with varying individual success. The course of Boggy Creek itself and of its 
tributaries has been worked over and over again, and occasionally a bottoming for a few weights is relieved by the discovery 
of a something better in the shape of a few ounce nugget, 

Sandy's Creek enjoys just now the reputation of being the more popular field for operations and along it there is a 
con siderable population. Several good reefs, too, have been found in the neighbourhood, the trials from which have been 
highly satisfactory, but as packing is the only present means by which the stone may be brought to the battery, operations in 
quartz mining are for the time held in abeyance. The complaint made that instead of the Mines department erecting a 
battery at Clifton Creek, where there is already a private one in complete order within easy distance, is somewhat 
unreasonable, in-as-much as that if the Sandy's Creek people put their heads together and showed the advantages as well as 
the difficulties of their district, their would be little difficulty in having there wants supplied, especially just now when the 
department is in a position of being able to assist. The temporal wants of the miners are supplied by the store of Mr 
William Betts—a late well-known resident of Bairnsdale—whose place of business, like in other small mining centres, is 
the recognised rendezvous for the dispensation of news and acquirement of more material matter. 

At Merrijig Creek operations are mostly confined to alluvial workings, though in the instance of Messrs Eyre and 
Clements, who have gone to some outlay in a substantial puddling plant, they are being conducted in a more systematic 
manner. The work, which has now been going on for some time, is paid for on the shares principle, and its results have been 
good, the estimate being a dwt. to the load. When they complete some 40 or 50 feet of boxing for sluicing purposes, which ½
they purpose doing, a great saving will be made, as there is now a considerable waste of water. When in proper working 
order they calculate on being able to put through as much as 80 loads a day, and having a
lease of 4 acres to work they are naturally satisfied with the outlook. There is much country of a similar class to that being 
worked by Messra Eyre and Clements about; so that success will therefore be of great value and encouragement to the 
locality. 
  Wally's Luck is the principal mine among many other good shows in the place. Its crushings up to the present have been of 
the impressive order peculiar to the district. Mr Walford is just now floating the company in Melbourne, the prospectors 
showing that assays made have been at the rate of between 30 and 40 ounces to the ton. 
      Away north and towards the Nicholson River the country becomes much more rugged; it is consequently less explored 
and its population sparse. Between this point and Deptford, some 10 miles lower down the stream, there has been 
comparatively little prospecting done, and the place is strongly recommended by those best able to judge as a good field for 
looming operations. Its immediate environs have all been tried with marked success. Here, at the junction of Yahoo Creek 
with the Nicholson, work is being prosecuted by a band of young English-men, who have heroically braved the great 
difficulties of approach, and are now trying their fortune with the pick, shovel and dish. They speak hopefully of the 
locality and enjoy the freedom and exercise of the life. 
 At the Gift, which is being worked by Messrs W. Pickering and G. Anderson, considerable shafting and tunnelling had to be 
done before they became possessed of it. From the main shaft previous holders are reputed to have taken £1200 in a very 
few months, and it is to get on this lead that present operations are being directed. A tunnel of some 500 or 600 feet had 
also been cut, but was abandoned before reaching the lode through want of funds of a former syndicate. 
 The reef of the Iron Duke was found by Mr George Pickering, with whom is associated Messrs Neville and Hagar. 
Operations are being confined to exploring the line of reef for the present, it being hoped that shafting will commence 
immediately. Very fair shows have been found all along the line of reef. In view of future probabilities of the flat, Mr 
Pickering has purchased a 3-head battery which was upon the ground. New belting has been bought for it, and in other 
respects it is reported to be in good working order. Being worked by water wheel, its expenses are half of those by which it 
could be worked by any other power. That being so, Mr Pickering claims that he can crush at relatively reduced figures to 
those of Bullumwaal, Bairnsdale or elsewhere.
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The Beehive mine, which is situated two miles west of Bullumwaal, bears the palm so far as local, and indeed 

outside, interest is taken in the progress of any particular claim in the district; not because much richer stone has been 
obtained from it nor because it has been sunk to any much greater depth than adjoining mines, but for the reason that it 
is publicly owned, and it is well known that its manager, Mr Shepherd, holds strong opinions in regard to the importance 
of deep sinking in the event of a pinch out in the reefs. This appears to be the best explanation which may be offered in 
respect to the popularity of the doings at this mine. Mr Shepherd is quite a veteran in his mining knowledge, having had 
much and varied experience throughout New Zealand and in this colony; and being a socially dis-posed gentleman his 
geological observations, so far as they relate to the search for gold, are both interesting and instruc tive. 
 The Beehive reef was first worked by Messrs Curtis and Waite who, in 1892, obtained a crushing of 74 ounces from 18 
tons. The mine was at that time called the Miner's Right. In the following year they had crushings of 20 tons and 15 tons, 
the total yield from which was 70 ounces. After that the reef was abandoned, but was subsequently taken up by another 
party, who sold into the present company for a very small sum. When it had been floated into a public company of 24,000 
£1 shares, one of the first works done was to drive 200 feet, crosscut 50 feet and prospect the line of reef generally, though 
without doing much good. Operations were then transferred to the May Queen, an adjoining claim which had been 
absorbed in the Beehive. and there a shaft was sunk on a small leader which had previously yielded 3oz from a couple of 
tons of stone, the result being that a good body of stone was struck at a depth of 60 feet. A crushing of 60 tons of stone 
was taken out, and when crushed at the Bairnsdale School of Mines battery produced the handsome return of 95oz 2dwt 
12gr. 
 The sinking of the shaft was continued to what is known as the 100 foot level, a crushing of 49  tons having in the ¾
meanwhile realised 341 ounces, or at the rate of 8oz to the ton. The shafting was proceeded with until a depth of 220 feet 
has now been reached. The reef is being driven for thence, the work having been carried in 30ft; it is expected that with 2 
feet more the lode will be cut. The work of taking out 110 tons of stone for crushing from the 60 feet level has been 
completed and is has given nearly 6oz to the ton. The stone extended further back than had been expected, which means 
all the more profit for the fortunate share-holders. To render the mine more secure until operations may again be resumed 
at this portion, the stopes have been timbered up and made tight. At the 100 feet level the reef has been followed for 135 
feet, the lode averaging 2  feet and carrying good gold. The wall here was consider-ably broken up. The winze between ½
this and the 100 feet level has been divided and one part made into a footway. The reef at 100 feet is much the widest yet 
found, its breadth being from 8 to 9 feet, gold showing on both faces of the lode, which, it is thought, may be only a bulge 
and may get smaller with good splices of gold through it. It is proposed to drive here when a better knowledge of the 
value of the stone is obtained. At the bottom of the shaft a little stone—some 5 or 6 inches—with gold in it has been 
struck, which is considered satisfactory, as it indicates that the precious metal is still in evidence and may be dropped 
upon in greater quantity at any moment. 

Preparations are being made for the reception of the 10-head battery which has been obtained from Messrs 
Thompson and Co., of Castlemaine, the engine having been bought from Mr W. S. Winson, of Bairnsdale. The machinery 
will be shipped from Melbourne and carted hence to its destination. In the meantime the ladders have been removed from 
the shaft, where the runners and dividings have been completed ready for the reception of the cages and trucks, the 
former being on the safety principle. At the prospecting shaft on the west lease a west crosscut is being made at 80 feet 
to see what is on the wall, stone a few feet higher up carrying gold having been passed. The mine is being well prospected 
throughout, its operations being followed with much interest. 
 Up to the present time, exclusive of 50 or 60 tons of stone just put through the battery, 797 ounces have been obtained 
from the Beehive mine from 156 tons of stone at a yield of better than 5 ounces to the ton. Two-thirds of the quantity has 
been lifted since the property became owned by the present company; and as it is said to be now under skilled and careful 
management, with Mr Shepherd on the surface and Mr Eames underground, its prospects appear to be most encouraging.
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Having devoted considerable attention to Bullumwaal, its mining activity and its favorable prospects, a route, to Bruthen 
has afforded a fitting opportunity for change of subject. The journey to and from Bruthen in Messrs Mitchell's well 
appointed coaches is so well known to all readers of the Advertiser that further reference to it need not be made, more 
than to say that in a short time the whole of the way will be placed in first rate travelling order. That this has not been the 
case on such an important highway earlier is attributed variously, though the general opinion is that the rivalry between the 
two towns most concerned has been the chief stumbling block. Councillor Keogh, president of the Tambo Shire Council, 
however, gets credit as having been a prime mover in having the way approved, and his and the council's solicitations, aided 
by the parliamentary alllJIIII e 0 lIe 1011 n.roster, nave induced the Public Works department to devote a sufficient sum to 
the depleted treasury of thie shire to put in order the worst parts of the road between the rivers Tambo and Nicholson. A 
sum of £800 was so voted by Parliament, that being the estimate of the cost of the most urgent work to be done.
   Two sections of the work have been let by contract, but at the meeting of the council during the week a serious incident it 
connection with the third, or Dirty Gully, section was discussed. It would appear that tenders for the latter work were duly 
advertised. Only one tender, and that at a lower figure than the estimate which had already been approved by the 
department, being received. Naturally enough the successful tenderers, as well as the council itself, were of opinion that all 
that remained to be done was to obtain ont olicia recognition by the head of the Public Works department. The contractors, 
therefore, proceeded at once to work, taking advantage of the fine weather prevailing, only to learn later that the 
department could not entertain the tender as not more than one had been put in. The reason given for refusal appears to 
be a strange one, more especially as the successful contractors are held in good repute by the local governing body. The 
consulting engineer, Mr Sellars, will proceed to Melbourne to explain the situation, when it is expected a satisfactory 
solution of the difficulty will be obtained. 
  Bruthen, as a place of call, first became more noted in the year 1855, when its only public building consisted of an 
accommodation house-slab walls and bark roof-with a detached kitchen, the properly of Mr Thomas M'Allister, one of hie 
M'Allister family who owned Kilmorie, idihost and various other rutts in the neighborhood. Mr Matthew 'Allister, the well 
known cattle salesman, was another of the family. He accompanied the late Angus McMillan on his famous voyage of 
discovery. The Fainting Range, on the Omeo road, by the way, derived its name from Mr M'Allister, that gentleman having 
there met with an accident which caused hitt to tsint. To revert, ttohogis, to Brutlhen. Its only other inhabitants at that time 
were Mr R. Watt, his wife and two sons, one of whom is now residing in the neighborhood of Lindenow. There was also their 
daughter, " Sal," who is now a grandmother. She was considered the boldest rider of her day. The fact that Bruthen was 
situated at the foot of the mountains-Little Dick being the nearest of any pretension-made it necessary for teams to unload, 
the goods being despatched thence by pack horse. All the roads were in a state of nature, a load of one ton being considered 
quite sufficient for a bullock team. 
  The halt at Brutien brought it into prominence, and in 1858 Mr Matthew M'Allister, in conjunction with Messrs M'Kenzie 
and Co., of Port Albert, built a large store. All goods were about this time brought from Port Albert, the carriage to Omeo 
being at the rate of £100 a ton, while during the rush to tltat locality flour was hardly obtainable at £10 a bag, and a 
successful purchaser lad often to defend his possessions by the point of his pistol. Mr Ned Saunders and his mate, Dennis 
Connelly, were chiefs in the carrying trade, and to-day Mr Sounders tells many thrilling stories of the difficulties and 
dangers of the way and of the wild exciting nature of the camp life which was experienced. 
  With the rise in the value of properties the boardinghouse changed hands, the late Wm. Simpson, of Bairnsdale, being the 
purchaser. He then sold it to the late John Ryan, who in his turn found a buyer in Mr Bischoff, a well-known Melbourne 
gentleman, and for many years Swiss consul. Mr Bischoff later on built the Bruthen Inn, which is now occupied by Mr 
Robert O'Reilly. Mr Charles Seehusen was another of the oldest pioneers. Shortly after his arrival he opened a blacksmith's 
shop, married, and, at thie first land sale became the owner of a valuable portion. of thie flat. He was subsequently joined 
by Mr Hoppner, who was a wheelwright by trade. There being much and heavy traffic on tte road they did well. Many people 
had now settled on the rich lands of the flat, and as it had been found that light craft could approach to within four miles of 
the place, the township grew quickly to its present respectable dimentsions.
 
Bruthen.
 Bruthen of to-day is a pleasantly situated township with much of the requirements of every day life. Its business is derived 
from the productions of Its own immediate and rich surroundings, added to that which is gained by its being the point 
where the Omeo and Orbost roads deviate, in which latter respect it is looked upon as the terminus from the metropolis. 
Very great havoc has recently been done by the floods to lthe rich river flats to the south of the town, where as high as £3 
and acre in rent is at present being paid for the land. Where the maize crops have recovered the flood damages very high 
yields are being obtained, and it is satisfactory to learn that they are not uncommon. The buildings of Bruthen are 
substantial and comprise chiefly three good general stores. with as manly hotels, besides a coffee palace and boarding 
houses. The butcher, baker, bootmaker and all other principal industries are represented, while there is a well built church, 
state school, mechanics' institute and post office. The hon H. Foster has also his country residence at Bruthen, and the 
Bank of Victoria has control of all concerns of a financial character.
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In the whole of Gippsland, or probably, in the whole of Victoria, no more gratifying view may be obtained than that 

which is just now lent to the Mitchell valley, when looked upon from the high bank upon which is situated the township of 
Coongulmerang. Up and down the river, as far as the eye can see, crop after crop of maize may be followed, the whole 
browny view being relieved only by intermittent strips of green pasture land, while it is defined on either side by high 
bordering banks of undulating grass-clad and lightly-timbered country, which geologists tell us was at one time no better 
than rugged ocean bluffs. Be this as it may, and bearing in mind the fact that the valley to-day bears a golden record of 
agricultural wealth, the picture of Lindenow is, indeed, an enchanting one, more especially so when viewed under tile favor. 
able circumstances of a bright autumn morning. Lindenow, as the place is more popularly known, than by the megaphonic 
title Coongulmerang, derives its name from Lindenau, a small village in Germany, the first owners of the run, Messrs 
Frederick Taylor and John Loughnan, with whom was associated Mr John Davison Smith, having called it so. 

It is one of the oldest settlements in the district, having been taken up in the year 1843, or '44, when its possessions 
included from within half a mile of the present town of Bairnsdale to Providence Ponds, with nearly a dozen iniles of 
frontage to the Mitchell River on its south side. Mr Smith, who, by the way, is the ancestor of probably the most widely-
connected families of Bairnsdale to-day, was, at this time, resident in England, his duty being to supply all station 
necessaries. A depot was established at Tarraville, whence supplies were obtained, a fair trade with outaide consumers 
being at the same time a part of the business. In the early fifties Mr Smith came to Australia, having been preceded by 
other members of his own family. When he became proprietor of Lindenow a considerable business was being done in the 
shipments of cattle and sheep from Port Albert to Tasmania, that being the only. remunerative trade the district possessed 
at that time. Later on, sgain, Mr Alex Smith had control of the estate, and for many years no one was more widely or more 
populary known than was the breeder of the celebrated Smuggler horses. The advent of steamers first and railways secondly 
have, however, changed the conditions of the country. 

What are referred to now as the good old days have passed away. Agriculture on the river flats has taken the place 
of grazing, only to be followed, ere long, by intense culture, for which the district is especially adapted. This brings us 
closely to our starting point. How handsome the valley looked, with its weight and wealth of golden corn under the auspices 
of a bright autumn sun I In Germany, Linden means a branching, spreading and, usually, and ornamental tree, while the 
term "an " signifies a meadow beneath it. It will therefore be readily gathered that the name, when given, would be an 
appropriate one, the valley having at no time been densely undergrown, as the majority of Gippsland flats are. Its soil is 
black, alluvial and loamy, with a depth beyond all probable future requirements. It is so favorably located in respect to its 
natural irrigation-its subsoil being very retentive-that it may be affected by only the most severe and continuous droughts ; 
and in that case the fault would probably be that more was beig taken from the ground than its exhausted nature would 
permit. Its rich alluvial soil may be worked as pliably at any one season of the year as another, and as it is admirably 
capable of and suitable to growing root or serial crops of all descriptions, together with the great advantage of being 
governed by a mild and equal climate, the local vaunt that there is no finer land in the country carries with It considerable 
significance. Many years back small areas of wheat for home consumption were cultivated, with good results, the practice 
at the time being to cart the grain all the way to Sale or Stratford, where Messrs Ardlo and Weir were the respective 
millers, an exchange of flour being the recognised and most convenient method of payment. It was only 'during very recent 
years-since the subdivision and sale of the Aleulea portion of the flat that the maize crop assumed anything approaching it 
present magnificent proportions, the acreage under cultivation being most fortunately almost double that of previous 
seasons. To the inexpert eye the flats on both sides of the river appear to be of equal value, but results havegone to prove 
that on the portion which extends from the punt near Lucas's Creek, down the river to the old Lindenow homestead, heavier 
crops may be relied upon, the reason for which is attributed to the fact tiat the subsoil there is less porous and consequently 
better capable of retaining moisture.
  At Woodlands, just beyond the portion under special notice in the present article, it is estimated that 700 acres of maize, 
yielding from 80 to 110 bushels to the acre, are under crop, while adjoining it, on the Glenaladale property, there is a further 
large area under tribute to the same crop, with prospects of as good returns. Irrespective of the original pre-emptive 
right, between it and the terminal point at the pump, there is an area of 4391 acres, the calculation being made to cover 
only the flat land, where cultivation is more possible. Of this an extract of figures shows that 1643 acres are now being 
harvested, the balance of the land being used for dairying, which is no unimportant a factor in the prosperity of Lindenow, 
and for stock raising generally the pig business in especial, being also of considerable value to the place. 
  An approximate estimate of the yield of maize can only yet be formed, though it is a well known fact that a failure of 
crop has been quite a unique experience. It is calculated that the crops this year will return from 80 to 130 bushels per 
acre, with probably an average of close upon 100 bushels, which for this portion alone, and at present quotations, would 
represent a capital value of £28,000. These figures, which have been carefully gleaned, represent the probable gross returns, 
from which, to arrive at a true estimate of the yield, has to be deducted the cost of production which, for rent, cultivation, 
seed, carriage, and all incidental expenses, is summed up to £6 per acre. Even at this heavy outlay a very handsome net 
return is being obtained, and the probabilities are that, with an improving market, even more than has been set down will 
be realised.
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THE BAIRNSDALE DISTRICT. ITS MINING AND PASTORAL PROGRESS. (BY OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.) X. 
 At present it will be noted from the figures quoted what a great number of consumuers-consumers in its utilitarian sense-
are employed, there being no less than 40 families engaged in maize growing on some sixteen and a half hundred acres at 
Lindenow ; while at the busy season additional labor has to be engaged, It requires no political economist to tell us the 
advantages which this means to the district and town, and as Coongulmerang is by no means tile only locality in which the 
industry is successfully pursued, a great channel of future prosperity may be looked for from this source alone. It is 
expected also that there will be a general rise in the value of all properties in the valley, the more sanguine hoping that 
there may be an improvement of as much as £10 an acre on the best lands, which now readily fetch as high as £25, rentals at 
£2 12s Gd in some instances having already been refused. 
  In mentioning that the long and short Yankee maize, for its proclivity, prolificness and absence of pith, have superseeded all 
other descriptions of cob, it is admitted that something not startlingly new to many of our readers is being stated, but there 
are others to whom the information will be as fresh as that the average price for picking the cobs is at the rate of 8sd per 
bag, good pickers being able to earnu from 6s 6d to 7s per day, while one family of four sisters is recorded to have made as 
much as 40s daily for some time. In the past, when horse. works and shellers were not privately owned, Mr Wm. Dennis has 
had a monopoly of the threshing business with his handy portable engine and machine, but the industry has now so grown 
that naturally he has been threatened with opposition. Mr Dennis's machine, which was at work at the farm of Mr F. Murphy 
at the time of our visit, appears to be clean and quick in its work. It is stated that with high pressure and with a full 
equipment of 14 men it will pass through as much as 500 bags per day, or at the rate of one bhg per minute, which, it would 
be thought, ought to be quick and lively enough for all concerned. 

Before enumerating those who are the chief growers in the valley, a few notes relating to the milking industry and its 
concomitant in pigs, as well as a few observations made by the way, may be of interest. What first strikes the ordinary 
observer upon viewing the valley is the general appearance of newness which attaches to most of the houses of 
Coongulmerang. A rural or a farm life usually carries with it the impression that a properly constituted homestead should at 
any rate have about it barns, sheds, stacks and an extensive orchard, but that this is not the case at Lindenow is soon 
manifest. No doubt they will come later when the land will have been longer occupied. At present what are technically 
termed " cribs " take the place of the barn. The old style of long and low well-roofed sheds for the cobs has quite gone out of 
fashion, it having been found that the high narrow building-usually of wire netting sides and measuring about 5 feet x 12 
feet with a length varying from a chain to more, according to the proportions of the crop to be harvested-is the most 
convenient for drying the corn.
   Although it has been demonstrated that fruit may be grown in the most prolific manner and in the soundest condition, 
orchards do o?t yet occupy the attention of land owners which they will in the near future. The gardens of Mr A. J. Webb, of 
12 acres, and of Mr George Gray, of 5 acres, each of which has been planted with well selected and high class trees, show in 
the short time during which they have been occupied that the best returns may be obtained here too. In his choice of high 
class sheep and of good cattle, Mr Webb is still illustrating how best land may be turned to most profitable account.
  What is by no means an unusual sight to be seen at Lindenow is from two to three cattle to the acre gracing. I was 
informed that in the spring it was possible to fatten as many as two beasts to the acre. On a twenty acre paddock of Mr 
Webb's at the time of my visit a count of the milch cows and calves upon it showed that there were in all 45 depasturing, and 
I learned later in the season as much as 97 bushels to the acre of prairie grass seed had been taken from the same piece of 
ground. 
 The fecundity of pumpkins-the most generally useful of all vegetables for feed for stock of all descriptions-is most 
remarkable and noticeable, a crop of one or two acres being quite ample to carry the average farm liberally through the 
winter, and then without the trouble of housing or stacking. With such fine surroundings pigs naturally do well, one farmer, 
 Mr J. M. Murphy, estimating his turnover from that source alone as worth £850 to him last year. Mr Murphy's is just such 
another fair instance of what the land will produce. He owns a centrally situated farm of 157 acre,
His chief industry is milking and with it pigs, very little in wages being necessary to be paid away. At present Mr Murphy is 
obtaining from 80 to 90 gallons of milk a day, and although his supply at the best time of the year amounts to 150 gallons 
hoe reckons his average at about the quantity which he now sends to the factory. The price paid at the Melbourne Chilled 
Butter Company's creamery varies considerably, as many as three different values having been given during the past month. 
The average price for the year is a shade better than 3,1 a gallon. It may readily be gathered, then, from the figures given, 
what Mr Murphy's returns from milking are. His profits on pig raising have been quoted, and, as he grows about a dozen 
acres of maize, it requires no great arithmetician to calculated what a handsome income may be made off a few acres of the 
best of Lindenow flat. There has lately been a considerable demand for fat cattle and for pigs in the district from outside. In 
and about Coongulmeraug and Woodlands it is estimated that there are close upon 1000 porkers which will be marketable 
within the next two months. It is estimated that these will be saleable at from 40s to 50s, according to their weight and 
quality, which means another source of revenue to the district. Tile principal pig raisers are Messrs Murphy and his two sons. 
J. Jeffers, Dumasresq, G. Ray, J. Perry, Luby and Donoghue, David Hil, A. Clothier, R. Dennis, A. Johnston, Jas. Alexander, 
J. Whitbourne.

In addition to two branches of the Chilled Butter Company there is a local cheese factory, which has been in 
existance for from two to three years. Although its operations in tie past have not resulted in dividends to its enterprising 
shareholders, its establishment has bad a good effect, even if it is for no other reason than that it has regulated and 
maintained the price of milk, its uniform scale being 3d per gallon throughout the year. During the six months ended 31st 
March last the factory paid away £1193 for milk, in addition to £416 for expenses incidental to the business. Its manager, 
AMr Holloway, is a great enthusiast in his work, and the fact that the cheese is readily saleable in Melbourne markets, while 
others have a difficulty in finding buyers, naturally rejoices him considerably. At the two creameries a considerable supply of 
milk continues to be received. 550 gallons being taken in at Hillside, while at Coongulmerang the supply was recently 410 
gallons. 



In the flush of the season between 800 and 900 gallons is bought at each depot, the monthly payments thus amounting to 
over £1200, a very valuable adjunct to the place. Mr David Hill, who is considerably the largest supplier in the district, is at 
present sending in as much as 270 gallons to the Hillside creamery, though at the busiest time his figures reach as high as 
460 gallons, which roads like good business.
The following are the names of the principal maize growers on the flat, together with a statement of the estimated areas of 
the crop of each. As picking has been only partially completed it is not yet possible to obtain individual results, which in 
many instances will, it is expected, be highly satisfactory. It has already been stated that an average yield of close unon 100 
bushels to the acre is relied upon, the yields already obtained ranging from 80 to 130 bushels. 

The list is as follows : -Messrs Ferret Bros 150 acres, 
Ah Hing 25, 
G. Jelloff 140, 
Luby and Donohoe 100,
 Geo. Teller 90, 
F. W. Evans 30, 
A. J. Webb 40, 
J. Al. Murphy 12, 
L. Doran 60, 
E. Saunders 30, 
Wakefield 20, 
Jas. Alexander 50
, J. S. Murphy 40, 
Jos. Perry 30, 
H. Saunders 14, 
Messdames Williamson 30, 
W. S. Ross 40, 
J. Saunders 42, 
Messrs Gee. Ray 40, 
A. Whitbonrne 90, 
E. Lockhart 60, 
F. M. Murphy 80, 
S. Prout 40, 
Ah Good 50, 
J. L. Lory 10, 
Jno. Smith 55,
 E. Cox 10, 
W. Skinner 4, 
H. Pront 6, 
Jno. Kempton 30, 
D. Murphy 25, 
Winm. Neal 80, 
T. Prout 33, 
T. Milno 20, 
D. Carver 20. 
At the Horshoe Bend, on Alexlea, various crops aggregating 150a all look well and are yielding heavily.
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  The Woodlands estate, which is situated on the other side of the river from Lindenow, was, when the Lucknow run was 
first occupied by the late Stirling Jones, known as the Woolshed Flat. Its condition more than half a century ago is 
described as grassy, tussocky land, free from timber. When the Duffy Act came into operation in 1812 the estate was 
selected by Messrs S. Gillies and J. M'Donald, and after ordinary and sensation boom mutations it fell into the hands of Mr. 
W. A. Taylor, of Camperdown, and Dr. Pettigrew, who are now not only the possessors of that portion, but of Bon Accord on 
the Lindcnow Flat, the two places together forming a property of 2400 acres of the finest land to be found in the district.    
 At present it is sub-divided into holdings ranging from 20 acres upwards to 320 acres, the most of it being let in small 
portions for maize growing, that, with the exception of four co-operative dairy farms, being the entire use to which tihe 
ground is pot. Al-though this industry has been abundantly successful during the present season, especially to those whose 
holdings are near the river, it is mentioned that Messrs Taylor and Pettigrew purpose in time withdrawing the smaller leases 
and converting them into large dairy farms on the halves principle, experi-ments in that direction having gone to prove that 
that form of industry is mutually most advantageous and likely to be more enduring. 
  On Woodlands proper 800 acres, or nearly half the estate, is under crop and good judges estimate the harvest better than 
100 bushels to be yielded -- the reversal from last year when the land experienced one of the most severe droughts ever 
known. As on Lindenow, the Chinese appear to be the more successful agriculturists. Wee Yung's cultivation of 35 acres in 
a bend of the river is expected to yield the high return of 120 bushels. In proof of the great weight of crop being picked at 
Woodlands, it is only necessary to mention that when in ordinary seasons it takes three bags of cobs to thresh one of corn, 
this year the same result may be obtained from two bags; and again, where it had been thought that ample provision in the 
way of crops had been made, it has been found that in most places they will have to do double duty. One farmer states that 
so far was he out in his calculations that his crib will be filled a third time - an issue which is not altogether deplorable. To 
all appearances Woodlands is as pleasantly situated as is the Lindenow country, a full description of which has been given 
recently as not now to require repetition. 
  The homestead of Mr John Jeffers, who has the management of the whole estate, is prettily located at the top end of the 
flat, his portion being 320 acres all good land, with well-planned improvements in keeping with the value of the property. In 
addition to being a large cultivator of maize and oats, Mr Jeffers pays considerable attention to dairying and grazing, both 
in sheep and cattle, while 60 well grown pigs bear ample testimony to the fatness of the land. He purposes shortly 
introducing Tamworths to the farm and going in largely for breeding, the present scarcity of pigs in the locality - farmers 
have to pay dearly in Melbourne for their stores - evidencing that such a state of affairs should not longer exist. An 
extended experience has convinced Mr Jeffers and his chiefs that in the long run dairying on the co-operative style is the 
most profitable way the estate may be worked for all concerned, and with that end in view Mr. Jeffers is now making 
consider-able extensions to his own milking arrangements. His firm have the repute of being strong believers in having 
everything up-to-date, and of having nothing but the best stock on their farms; so that in the course of a few years many 
great changes and improvements may be looked for from Woodlands and Bon Accord. 
  The farm of Mr H. H. Dumaresq, which contains 300 acres, is one of the best on Woodlands, and its general appearance is 
at once convincing that it is under capable and advanced management. While the whole of it contains the best pasture land, 
down towards the river there is, in its season, a great growth of clover, which in a measure will account for the high 
percentages, which the milk from this farm maintains throughout the year. ir Dumaresq informs me that the present is the 
best of the four years he has had with his present lease, last season having been so disastrous, that, in order to save his 
herd of well chosen cows, he had to send them elsewhere for feed, his pigs suffering in a corresponding manner. This year 
his cultivation consisted of 40a of maize, which it is expected will give a return of 90 bushels, 3 acres of sugar boot 
yielding from 10 to 40 tons to the acre, and of 7 acres of pumpkins with about a like crop. The latter crops are used as feed 
for pigs and cows, his turn over in pigs alone being 100 per annum. Mr Dumaresq expresses himself as being highly 
satisfied with the halves terms as arranged between him and Mr Taylor and incidentally mentions that, while, Mr Taylor 
might clear the handsoma figure of B8 i1s from each of his dairy cows at Camperdown, he thought that he could do even 
better than that at Woodlands. At his busy time Mr Dumaresq milks 70 cows-his herd being a chosen one -their average 
supply then being three gallons ; and, as his test has not yet fallen short of 1.6 for which, by special arrangement with the 
local branch of the Melbourne Chilled Butter Company the price of 3 d per gallons is guaranteed, the monthly cheque is a ½
good one. At present 40 cows are being milked for GO0 gallons, the test for the Ipast 2 months averaging as high as .11, the 
understanding with the creamery being that the price will be risen to 4d a gallon, or, perhaps, better, butter having recently 
risen in value. Other usual adjuncts to a well kept farm are about the place, a visit to which is a pleasure. 
  Mr Henry Westwood also dairies, 5 milking 25 cows at his best tiime, and l turning over 40 pigs a year, his chief trouble, 
just now, being to find a supply I of stores in the district to take the place of fats recently sold From his 40 acres of maize 
Mr Westwood is thrashing an abnormal crop. 
  Mr. R. A. Fountain's farm of 260 acres completes the list of those who are working on the halves basis. Being admirably 
situated, in the pick of the flat, his dairying is naturally proving profitable, and its operations will be ex-tended in spring 
from 47 cows milked last year. With more than ample feed for his stock - natural and cultivated, Mr Fountain has, like his 
neighbors, had a great and continuous supply of milk, his tests of from 3.8 to 4.1 being probably not surpassed in the 
district, while his output in pigs for the year will be equal to 68. Mr Fountain is also pleased with his arrangements with 
Mr Taylor.



 The following is a list of the principal maize growers on Woodlands, irrespective of fine crops grown by Mr A. Clothier, and 
on the property of the late Andrew Martin, lower down the river :- 
J.  Batterbury 32 aeres, 
Geo. Little 25a, 
John Bull and Fraser 80a,
 Cronin 16a, 
C. Tomlinson 35a,
 Fountain and Carey 39a, 
Johlnson Bros. 50Sa, 
R. A. Fountain 25a, 
Shanahan 30a, 
D. Ross 30a, 
J. Condie 60a, 
Waller 25a, 
Westwood 40a, 
Domaresq 25a, 
C. Dennis 46a, 
Skinner 30a, 
Munro 30a, 
R. Dennis 55a, 
Wee Yung 35a 
and John Jeffers 50a.



Entrance to Keystone adit.                                                      Inside the Keystone.

Keystone ore, highly mineralised, and rich.                                The Keystone had stopes through to the surface.

Shaft, over 40m deep, near Bulldog South



A note about some naming confusion, as best as I can understand the naming.
 
High on the Perseverance track we find a shaft close alongside the track. This is known as the Christmas 
Jubilee. Keith Fairweather, BEDROCK, p46 states “A report on 14 May 1898 stated that negotiations were 
proceeding for the amalgamation of the Perseverance, the Christmas, and the Christmas Jubilee, which were all 
close together.” 
The descriptions of the Christmas in Keith's book seem to be a reasonable match for what we see at the 
Perseverance site. Could it be he is reporting on the same mine after some amalgamation? A descending stope 
links an adit close below the Christmas Jubilee shaft (beside the track) with the lower Christmas adit in the gully 
on the northern side of the track.

Extract from published “map_compilations_Published_Geological_Parish_Plan_Series”, Map 139 “Nungatta”
Downloadable from http://dpistore.efirst.com.au/categories.asp?cID=23&c=75940

Two Christmas adits

Christmas Jubilee adit and shaft

I am told this (unmarked) 
adit connects with  lower
 of Christmas adits.

Marked Perseverence on at least one ,map

Two Christmas adits

Christmas Jubilee adit and shaft

I am told this (unmarked) 
adit connects with  lower
 of Christmas adits.

Marked Perseverence on at least one ,map

Christmas Jubilee has adit /stope 
connecting to lower of Christmas 
Adits.
Dangerous winze in floor of upper
 Christmas adits



GPSVisualiser is a free online service. Details for creating this display as an active (clickable) map follow.

The benefit of an active map is that you can click any point and any note associated pops up

Despite a hot burn leaving hillsides totally bare, tree ferns come back quickly. It is as if 
Nature's fires are a tonic. 



Merrijig / Sandys extract from published “map_compilations_Published_Geological_Parish_Plan_Series”,
 Map 159 “Nungatta.” Downloadable from http://dpistore.efirst.com.au/categories.asp?cID=23&c=75940



 Easton, J.G., 1931. Parish of Wamba 40 chains to 1 inch, geological map. Department of Mines, 
Victoria.  http://earthresources.efirst.com.au/product.asp?pID=930&cID=23
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Another Bullumwaal picture from the 
Harvey collection. A fine picture of a wattle 
and daub construction, where a fine thatch 
of wattle saplings is plastered with mud to 
form walls. A close inspection may indicate 
that an iron roof has been added over the 
top of the traditional bark roof. 
                           http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/75961

From the Harvey collection, but not a Bullumwaal 
Mine. (Actually the Mt Wills, “South Tin Mining 
Company”, Tasmania. It is included because it 
Typifies small mining ventures of the era. 
A romantic name, but just a small, low capital, 
“adit of hope”

Refs.
1, 1a. Parish Maps. 
Copyright National Library Australia. Reproduced in low resolution for private study purposes under the 
Fair Dealings provisions of the Copyright act.

Full resolution copies may be downloaded from:
VPRS 16171/P0001/Plans Bo-Ca/Bullumwaal(Psh)partLOImp2267.pdf (Bullumwaal Parish Plan (part),
 Imperial measure 2267)
VPRS 16171/P0001/Plans Bo-Ca/Bullumwaal(Tp)LOImp5128.pdf (Bullumwaal Township Plan,
 Imperial measure 5128)

2. “Advertiser Snippets” attribution:
Unstated Author, “OUR BULLUMWAAL LETTER”, 
“Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle, Date as per headers, Retrieved from
 trove.nla.gov.au

3. “Times Snippets” attribution:
Unstated Author,
“Gippsland Times”, Date as per headers, Retrieved from
 trove.nla.gov.au

                                                                                                                     Peter Ward 1/10/14
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VICTORIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES. 

ISSUED BY 

J. TRAVIS,  ACTING  SECRETARY  FOR  MINES,  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
HON.  HENRY  FOSTER,  M.P.,  MINISTER  OF  MINES. 

REPORTS ON RAPID SURVEYS OF THE GOLD-FIELDS. 

PARISH OF BULLUMWAAL (WITH MAP). 
(Surveyed  by  H. S. Whitelaw.) 

RECENT. 
This formation is represented by deposits  of  mud,  clay,  sand, and gravel,  derived from the wearing 

down and weathering of rocks in the vicinity. The- deposits form widespread layers, bordering the 
Nicholson River, and filling in the creeks and gullies. The depth ranges from  a thin covering to 20 feet. 

MOST RECENT. 
To this period are referred the high-level gravels  forming  terraces  from 30  to 50 feet  above the 

Nicholson River and Boggy Creek; also  deposits of  sand and gravel at the junction of Boggy and Five-
mile  Creeks. On the new Bairnsdale  road,  about  one mile  from  Bullumwaal, several miners are working 
for gold under 20 feet of loosely  cemented gravel and sand,  which  has been left by Boggy Creek when 
running at a higher level than at present. Just before  reaching  this point the creek now takes _a sharp 
turn to the east, and joins its old course  40  chains further south. The gravels  of this age have proved 
very rich in  gold. 

FPPER TERTIARY. 
The Upper Tertiary marine deposits  consist of upwards of  400 feet  of clay, sand, gravel, ferruginous 

conglomerates and agglomerates. They thin out  on the Lower Silurian  beds at an average height of 
650 feet  above sea level, and slope gently towards the coast line. These rocks, which have suffered con-
siderably  by  denudation and erosion, at one  time extended  some  distance further north than at present, as 
the slopes  to the Nicholson River are  capped with cemented  gravel, which has  been divided from the main 
body by the numerous gullies running into the  Nicholson  River. 

These isolated cappings have in several places been sunk through by  prospectors, the sinking 
generally being between 10 and 15 feet. 

I am informed that in every case gold  was  obtained right from top to bottom, but in no  instance in 
payable quantities, the yield being usually 2  dwts.  to  the load. 

Under these tertiary beds Mr. A. W. Howitt points out, in Progress Report II., page 71, that 
auriferous deposits might be  found as deep leads, or resembling the  beach workings of New Zealand. With 
exception of instances above mentioned,  I am not aware of the main body even having been prospected. 

UPPER P ALlEOZOIC. 
(LOWER CARBONIFEROUS.) 

Rocks referable to  this  period cover  a  very  small area of the parish, and for that reason  I  deferred a 
proper examination of them until time as the survey sh~ul~ have reached. further south and  west .. 

However, sections and a precise and excellent de scnption of them will be found  m Mr. Howitt's 
notes (Progress Report II., page 63  and following). _ _ _ _ 

Capping Mounts Alfred,  Taylor, and Looko~t ts  a th1Ck senes of  sandstones, gnts, conglomerates, 
and thin shales belonging to  the  A von sandstone senes. * 

The dip of these  beds was not ascertainable in the area surveyed, but on Mount  Taylor, in a quarry 
opened  in  freestone,  I obtained a  dip  10° S.W. Mr. Howitt gives the general dip at from 10° to 20° to 
the south-west, and the probable thickness of the series as  being  somewhat under 500 feet. 

From the above-mentioned quarry freestone  of  excellent  quality  was  obtained, and taken to. Bairns-
dale  to be used for building purposes. It works easily,  looks :well, and has  proved durable. Were it not 
for the expense of carriage it would, I am sure,  be used extensively. 

*Upper Devonian. 

6951. 

1895 Survey, but no map was 
attached to the scan. 
  Source, Geological Survey of Victoria,
Earth Resources Policy and Programs  File:-
G11988_GSV-SR_Whitelaw_Bullumwaal
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PORPHYRITIC GRANITE. 
Regarding this rock, I received  a communication  from the late Secretary for Mines, dated 13th 

March, 1895, wherein I am informed "that the Plutonic rocks at Mount Taylor were described  by Mr. 
Howitt at the  time as fels par porphyrites. ·They are properly a porphyritic variety of granite or possibly 
grani tite, the phenocrys tals  being orthoclase, ancl in places pyramidal doubl e  quartz crystals." This is so. 
Owing to  the accumulation of soil, the actual contact of the granite and Lower Silurian  is  not here visible, 
but evidence as  to the intrusiveness of the granite as regards the Lower Silurian strata is to be seen in the 
parish of W y Yung, where the beds are cut off  along the line of strike,  become much indurated and highly 
micaceous. 

Two quartz reefs were observed by me, traversing the granite, one of which would appear to be 
auriferous. Specimens from  each reef were taken home,  crushed, and washed, but no  gold was obtained. 

For my reason for thinking one  of these reefs is  auriferous, I would respectfully draw your attention 
to the plan, where it will be  seen that a branch of Swampy Gully, taking its rise at the reef, is auriferous 
almost up to  its head. The gold in the gully was very fine,  and was accompanied by much black sand and 
small garnets. 

Excepting the small pieees  crushed by me,  no  stone  has ever been tried from this reef. 
I  directed the attention of several miners to this reef,  one of whom promised to try it. I am 

a waiting the result. 
LOWER P AL.lEOZOIC. 

(LOWER SILURIAN.) 

The lowest  formation in geological  age  visible in the district is the Lower Silurian. No fossils 
have  been found  in  these  beds, but they have a marked resemblance to strata in other parts of the district 
in which Lower Silurian graptolites have been  found. This formation  forms part of  a great recurring 
series  of highly inclined slates and sandstones. On the surface they range in  colour  from perfectly white 
(sandstones only) through many shades  of  yellow and  red to almost black. Below water-level they lose 
their gay colours and become dark blue. A  difference  in colour is  even noticeable between the rocks on 
the hills and those in the bed  of the creeks. The strata are much faulted and  fractured to a depth of 
50 feet below  the surface, but below this depth they become settled ancl very hard, the slates become 
compact and fissile, and the sandstones  (as  seen in the Sons  of Freedom shafts) pass  into intensely hard 
dark-blue quartzites. Most of the hills are capped with angular fragments of quartz showing the 
existence of  numerous  quartl!  reefs, which cross the beds in every direction. Many of these reefs have 
to  a certain depth been successfully worked for  gold. 

Dip and Strike. 
The general strike of the slates and sandstones throughout the district is N. 50° W. The dip 

constantly  changes from north-east to south-west, generally at a high angle,  and  only in  one  instance  less 
than 50\ (see plan sketch No.2). 

Quartz  Reefs. 
The Silurian slates and sandstones in which the quartz reefs of this district occur have been 

during the last 30 years fairly  well  prospected, but on the surface only, and many rich reefs have been 
found  and  worked. They are for the most part small and irregular,  and  cross the beds at every angle. 

F our  well-defined  lodes  only have been  discovered,  viz.,  Sons of  Freedom,  which has been  worked 
by different shoots  of gold for a  distance  of 6 miles,  and traced on the surface  for another 2 miles ; 
Monte Christo,  Champion,  and  P osselwaites. Their strike is  coincident with that of the beds,  and they 
are en'cased between walls of  smooth  slate. The dozens  of  other  reefs that have heen  opened up are 
very irregular, and  are  termed  locally "squibs," on account  of their tendency to pinch out at a depth. 
At about 30 feet  from the surface, which is the average depth of the workings on the field, the reefs as 
a rule  diminish in  size  and richness and increase in hardness  ; they are then abandoned. In not one  case 
has the second  shoot of gold ever been struck. The only reef on which a shaft has been sunk below 
water-level (100 feet) is the Sons of Freedom, and,  according to several men who worked underground  in 
this claim, it should be working now. Mismanagement was the cause of the collapse. 

The future prospects  of quartz mining ou this field  depend solely  on the exploration of  reefs at 
depths below 100 feet; but I f ear that little will be done  in this direction until some one  erects 
machinery capable of s aving a fair percentage of the gold in the stone. The batteries now doing the 
crushing are miserable and  inadequate, and the prices charged exorbitant. At the mouths  of shafts, all 
over the field,  tons  of quartz are lying, that would,  I am sure, averag e nearly ! oz. to the ton ;  but, after 
expense of carting had been  paid, there would remain just about sufficient to pay the cost  of crushing. 

The character of the quartz is a bard iron-stained crystalline  rock generally,  containing very little 
mineral  till water-level is  reached, where it is  rich in pyrites and  galena. Associated with Posselwaite's 
reef  was  much cobaltiferous manganese. The following  yields were kindly given me Messrs. Aire and 
Krugg, who both keep a  record of all  crushings in the district:-

ALLUVIAL GOLD wORKINGS. 

Boggy Creek and its tributaries at present afford employment to about 200 men,  whose  earnings, 
I  dare  say,  would average fifteen  shillings a  week. · 

The sinking is shallow and dry. 
The gold is of three qualities. The first is worth £4 per oz., the second  fetches £3 7s. 6d., and 

the third is  almost  worthless, and might be termed electrum. Strange to say, the three sorts are often 
found in the one  hole. 

Further east, in the gullies and creeks running into the Nicholson River, very good gold has been 
got at different times, but little or none is  being got now. The coarsest  gold ili Gippsland is  said to have 
been got in Store Creek, a tributary of the Nicholson. Half-a-dozen men  still work the creek, but are 
perfectly satisfied if they make tueker. 

In the Nicholson River itself a  lot  of  gold  is  being  obtained. The river has not been so low for 
many years, and men are working everywhere in the bed. 

Clifton's Creek was worked  many years ago, but was never very  rich, and is now abandoned. It 
is  to the reefs the miners  on this field must turn directly,  as the alluvial  is  practically exhausted. 

By Authority: RoBT. S. BRAIN, Government  Printer,  Melbourne. 



Left, “Old Bill’s Hut”, Merrijig.

Below, fluming, Tynam’s 
Gully

Above,“Coutts Hut”, Three 
miles up the Merrijig.

Right, un-named battery, 
Bullumwaal.

Below, Grinter’s Store, 
Bullumwaal.

Photographs from the Davies Collection, State Library Victoria. The Davies brothers visited 
Bullumwaal and the Merrijig Dec 1935 - Jan 1935 for a prospecting holiday, and the SLV 
holds a small album documenting the trip.



References to coal deposits in “Clifton’s Morass” in the full set of Newspaper References in 
accompanying file describe coal as being found at the foot of Mt Lookout. True, but “foot” is long, and 
actually is the east side of Bairnsdale to Bullumwall Rd.

Geological Survey of Victoria, Earth Resources Policy and Programs 
 File:- “G14770_goldfield_Mitchell-River_1605G2_31k_colour_published-version”



Geological Survey of Victoria, Earth Resources Policy and Programs 
 File:- “G26186_GSV-SR_Murray_Clifton_Creek_Goldfield”

Following the 2006-7 fires which burnt this area clear, it was easy to locate the mine
on Heywood’s lease, perhaps half a kilometre upstream from the established picnic area. 
Good colors were found in the creek close by.



General Caveats          (An attachment to all my High Country notes) 

Because of the intervening years since our field visits in 2007, and rapid regrowth, sites 
described in these pages may no longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack.  In particular please note:- 

Walking in these areas, off defined tracks, is dangerous. It is in no way what most would 
understand as regular “bushwalking” In at many places we found shafts hidden, with no visible 
mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from the road to the Union 
adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on Britannia spur between 
upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern covering the shaft, is at 
the Hibernia (Grant mines).

At this altitude (Grant), even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and 
warm to an icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like normal bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think.  A packet of water purifying pills in your kit is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. Scrub has become so thick in places you can easily 
become totallydisoriented.

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear a 
hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, get your own. Just noting my practice) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks, so no one has to be left 
unaccompanied.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA. BTW, “self defence” is not a legitimate reason to carry a firearm in Victoria, and you cannot 
carry in our National Parks under any circumstances..

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes descending 
steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit. Similar in Good Hope #4 adit, and upper Britannia adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
 

4. Loose rocks. After the fires, and subsequent 
downpours, a lot of topsoil washed away, leaving whole 
hillsides covered in “scree”

5. Bad air. Jack Treasure abandoned the Treasury mine 
because of it, and an early  tragedy at Clifton Creek, 
where two miners died attests that the problem is real. Do 
a dust test for moving air just inside the entrance if you are 
entering.

  

6. The unexpected!  Dropping off a spur late in the
 afternoon,we expected to find a clear path to the Crooked
 River, and an easy walk home. Instead we faced a 40m 
wide wall of blackberries. Too late and too difficult to go back,
we had to go forward.
Animal tracks looked good, until the last 20m, when the track turned 
Into a tunnel made by wombats.
Only way out was a crawl through the tunnel! 



APPENDIX

An item of interest from “Proc. Royal. Soc. Victoria, 18 (N.S.), Pt. I., 1905.”

Often reference is made to the early mining industry as being responsible for the high mercury levels in the Gippsland 
Lakes, usually made by persons who have no idea that mercury is a naturally occurring element of this area, being 
found both  as a native element, or as its parent ore, cinnabar. 

“The material worked for mercury on the Jamieson River 
consists, in samples I have received, of a clay rock with quartz 
veins containing in both cinnabar and mercury. Gold is said to 
be present. Cinnabar is also recorded from near Bullumwaal, 
found in small broken fragments on the surface near a quartz 
Reef.”

(https://archive.org/stream/proceedingsroya01victgoog/proceedingsroya01victgoog_djvu.txt)
T. S. Hart, " P.35 Art. v. — The Mineralogical Characters of Victorian 
Auriferous Occurrences" 

Stock images, to illustrate the unique pink 
color of Cinnabar.

The author would appreciate information and or photographs from anyone finding specimens of cinnabar in the 
Bullumwaal area.      peter@excelworks.info
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