
We learned this week of a new poll that indicates we Americans are angrier today than we were a 
generation ago. That gives us a reason to think about the things that anger us and consider what that 
means for us as followers of Jesus. So that will be the topic of this installment of The Wired Word. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which explores the experience of six Syrian 
siblings scattered to six different countries as a result of war. Other instances of family separation in the 
Korean peninsula and at our southern border provide the opportunity to discuss how the church can 
support and strengthen families and provide a spiritual family for persons who are disconnected from 
kinfolk. 

You are welcome to email the student version of either lesson to your class members, depending on 
which lesson you prefer to use for your class time. To do so, click here. 

May God bless you as you teach the scriptures this week. 

The Editorial Team of The Wired Word 

 

Americans Are Angrier Than a Generation Ago, Poll Says 

The Wired Word for the Week of July 7, 2019 

In the News 

About 84 percent of Americans say they are angrier today than they were a generation ago. 

That's according to a recent NPR-IBM Watson Health poll of 3,004 people, reported last week 

on NPR. 

Asked about their feelings over the past year, 42 percent of respondents said they were angrier 

more often than they had been in the past. 

Regarding what made them angry, 29 percent reported getting angry often while checking the 

news, and 42 percent said they get angry sometimes while doing so. Age seems to make a 

difference, however, with those over 65 saying they were somewhat less likely to be angered by 

the news. Only 21 percent of seniors said they were likely to be angered by the news, compared 

with 38 percent of people younger than 35. 

Social media is another anger trigger for some respondents, with 31 percent saying checking 

such media gets them angry sometimes and 12 percent saying they get angry often while 

checking social media. The percentage of respondents who are angered by social media 

decreases with increasing age. Only 7 percent of people 65 and over said they were often angry 

when using social media, compared with 18 percent of people under 35. Seniors, in general, are 

much less likely to use social media. 

Some 12 percent of all respondents said they do not use social media.  

http://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/studentlist.aspx


A whopping 91 percent of respondents said that they feel people are more likely to express their 

anger on social media than they are in person. 

About 69 percent of respondents said anger is a negative emotion, but 31 percent said that isn't 

always the case. NPR research beyond the poll suggests that getting mad can be motivating and 

help lead someone to positive action. 

Commenting on the increased rates of anger, Dr. Anil Jain, vice president and chief health 

information officer at IBM Watson Health, said,  "I think of anger as a health risk. The fact that 

the survey showed that we have a generation of Americans who believe that they are more angry 

than they were a generation ago tells me that this is going to lead to some consequences from a 

health point of view." 

"There's no question we are in angry times," said Scott Hensley, reporting for NPR on the poll. 

"It's in our politics, our schools and our homes. Anger can be a destructive emotion, but it can 

also be a positive force." 

The poll was conducted in November 2018 but just reported on NPR. The margin of error is +/- 

1.8 percentage points. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Poll: Americans Say We're Angrier Than a Generation Ago. NPR  
Health Poll: Anger. IBM Watson Health 

The Big Questions 

1. As long as you don't break the law, is expressing your anger, even in a way that might be 

considered abusive, your right? How do you express your anger? What does anger look like on 

you? In what ways, if at all, have you adjusted how you express your anger from how you did in 

your youth?  

2. What is your perception of how your anger affects your well-being? What is your perception 

of how someone else's anger aimed at you affects your well-being? 

3. Anger can be harmful, but it can also be helpful, such as when indignation motivates us to 

fight injustice. So how do we tell when our anger is righteous and when it isn't?  

4. Because anger often has a negative effect on the ability to think clearly, what things can you 

do to ensure that decisions growing out of anger are appropriate and in keeping with your 

commitment to follow Jesus? What is the Christian view of anger? 

5. Do you think you are angrier today than you used to be? If so, why? In "angry times," do 

Christians have a greater responsibility to control their anger? Why or why not? 

https://tinyurl.com/y6r8rgzj
https://www.ibm.com/downloads/cas/2YQ8NLD5


Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Psalm 7:11 

God is a righteous judge, and a God who has indignation every day. (For context, read 7:9-16.) 

God "has indignation every day," says this verse, though, as translated above, it doesn't identify 

the cause of that indignation. The Common English Bible words this phrase as "... a God who is 

angry at evil every single day," and the Revised English Bible renders it as "God is ... constant in 

his righteous anger." 

Righteous anger is indignation triggered by behavior that violates the holiness of God and does 

harm to others. Indeed, what kind of a God would the Lord be if he weren't moved to anger by 

flagrant wrongdoing? 

Questions: In what ways does the idea of God's anger help you in thinking about your own 

anger? Do you consider God's anger to be different from your own anger? 

Should all plans that arise from righteous anger be acted on? Why or why not? If we are made in 

the image of God should we consider anger an integral part of who we are? 

Mark 1:40-41 (NRSV) 
A leper came to [Jesus] begging him, and kneeling he said to him, "If you choose, you can make 

me clean." Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, "I do 

choose. Be made clean!" (For context, read 1:35-45.) 
Mark 1:41 (CEB) 
Incensed, Jesus reached out his hand, touched him, and said, "I do want to. Be clean." 
Mark 1:41 (REB) 
Jesus was moved to anger; he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, "I will; be clean." 

This text, which we have quoted in three versions, reports a time when Jesus was moving about 

Galilee, preaching and healing. At one point, a man afflicted with leprosy came to him, saying, 

"If you choose, you can make me clean." Most Bible translations, including TWW's default 

version, the NRSV, indicate that in response, Jesus was moved with "pity" or "compassion." But 

some of the modern versions include a footnote on that word, telling us that some of the old 

manuscripts of Mark's gospel say that Jesus was moved not with pity but with "anger." And 

some of the newer Bible translations even render it that way; see the Common English Bible 

(CEB) and the Revised English Bible (REB) quoted above. 

The differing wordings in different manuscripts of Mark could be because either 1) some early 

person copying a manuscript made a mistake or 2) the copyist didn't like presenting Jesus as 

angry and changed it to the softer word. There is considerable support among Bible scholars, 

however, for the harder reading, that Jesus was moved with anger. 

If the anger word is indeed correct, then we need to ask, what was it about this situation with the 

leper that made Jesus angry? It's possible that seeing the miserable condition of this poor leper 



and knowing that lepers were treated as outcasts in that society, Jesus' anger was at that whole 

state of affairs. 

But there is a more likely explanation for why Jesus was angry. Earlier in this chapter Jesus had 

been doing so much healing that he had apparently exhausted himself. In fact, he got up that very 

morning -- "while it was still very dark" (v. 35) -- and went out to a deserted place to pray. But 

instead of recognizing that Jesus needed this time alone to be recharged in the heavenly Father's 

presence, his disciples hunt him down. "Everyone is searching for you" (v. 37), they say, 

meaning, "more people want you to heal them." 

Jesus, however, responds, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the 

message there also; for that is what I came out to do" (v. 38). Clearly, when sick people were 

right in front of him, Jesus would not turn them away unhelped, but he also saw that the clamor 

for his healing work got in the way of his primary mission, which was to proclaim the Good 

News of God's salvation. 

Thus, when Jesus moves on and the first thing that happens is that a leper comes to him asking 

for healing, possibly Jesus' irritation breaks through and his temper flares. But the thing we want 

to notice is that even if "anger" is the correct word here, what happens next is an act of pure 

compassion. Jesus stretches out his hand, touches the sick man and says, "I do choose [to heal 

you]. Be made clean!" And the leprosy immediately leaves the man's body. 

For we who are trying to follow Jesus, both his anger and compassion are instructive. There are 

other places in the gospels where Jesus gets angry. Mark 3:5 says that Jesus got angry at the 

hardheartedness of some of the synagogue attendees in Capernaum who didn't want him to heal a 

sick man on the Sabbath. Mark 10:14 reports that Jesus became "indignant" when the disciples 

tried to stop little children from coming to him. And remember when he drove the 

moneychangers out of the temple? 

We see righteous anger in Jesus, so as his disciples today, we shouldn't pretend never to be angry 

-- anger itself is not sin, but how we express that anger can be -- we should strive to make it 

anger over the right things. Not anger that dumps on people and not anger that is directed at 

someone who is not part of the problem. Nor can we be content to excuse our anger by saying, 

"Well, I have a bad temper," or "I'm a little high strung," or " I have a short fuse." 

Much anger seems to arise spontaneously in response to given circumstances, and does not seem 

easily controllable. We have no "on-off" switch for our temper. And trying to suppress our wrath 

and pretend we are not angry can make the rage fester. 

But it does not follow that the expressions of our anger have to be destructive. There is a point 

right at the beginning when we need to deal with our hurts and frustrations in a positive way 

before our emotions go over the top. The difference happens when we funnel anger toward a 

positive result -- controlled anger versus toxic anger. 

More importantly, we also need to go that next step Jesus went. He let compassion win over 

anger. 



Questions: Which translation -- "pity" or "anger" -- do you prefer here? Why? Which one is 

more instructive to you for how you react to unwelcome interruptions. When have you let 

compassion be the outcome of your anger? 

2 Kings 5:11 
But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "I thought that for me [Elisha] would surely 

come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the 

spot, and cure the leprosy!" (For context, read 5:1-14.) 

Naaman was an important man in Aram, so when he traveled to Israel to seek a cure for his 

leprosy from the prophet Elisha, he expected to be treated with deference. But Elisha didn't even 

put in a personal appearance. Instead, he sent a messenger to Naaman with instructions to dip 

seven times in the Jordan. 

The verse above tells of Naaman's immediate reaction: anger. His pride was offended, and had 

he persisted in his anger, he would have missed out on being healed. Fortunately, cooler heads 

prevailed; Naaman's servants urged him to do as Elisha said. When he did, he was restored to 

good health. 

Naaman's prideful anger was punctured by the reasoned remarks of his servants. Rather than 

respond to them with contempt, rage, and perhaps even physical violence, as might have been 

expected in that era, Naaman, to his credit, comes to his senses as a result.  

Questions: When has your anger gotten in the way of benefits you might have otherwise 

received? When has a timely remark by someone caused you to rethink your anger, and even 

helped it to harmlessly dissipate? 

Ephesians 4:26-27 
Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the 

devil. (For context, read 4:25-32.) 

In many ways, this statement from Paul strikes us as the most important one in the Bible about 

anger: "Be angry, but do not sin." Do not sin! If we seek to live by that and do our best to 

perceive sin in our reactions, then our anger will be kept off of destructive paths. 

When Paul says to "not let the sun go down on your anger," he is telling us to deal quickly with 

the causes of our frustration and rage, for to allow them to linger is to open ourselves up to larger 

problems and, thus, "make room for the devil." 

Questions: By their very nature, some of the things that anger or frustrate us cannot be dealt 

with before the setting of the sun -- or even before several settings of the sun. How can we keep 

the spirit of this verse in those cases? 

 How do we prevent ourselves from using this verse as a convenient excuse for our anger? 

For Further Discussion 



1. Respond to this: Author Frederick Buechner writes, "Of the Seven Deadly Sins, anger is 

possibly the most fun. To lick your wounds, to smack your lips over grievances long past, to roll 

over your tongue the prospect of bitter confrontations still to come, to savor the last toothsome 

morsel of the pain you are given and the pain you are giving back -- in many ways, it is a feast fit 

for a king. The chief drawback is what you are wolfing down is yourself. The skeleton at the 

feast is you." (From Buechner's book, Wishful Thinking)  

2. When has your expressed anger gone too far and led you to wish you had kept your mouth 

shut? 

3. If things such as checking the news or social media tend to trigger your anger, would it be 

wise to minimize the time spent doing such things? Why or why not? 

4. Several verses in the book of Proverbs advocate controlling one's temper to avoid causing 

trouble for one's self. Review these verses together and decide in each case what is the trouble 

one avoids by anger management. 

 Proverbs 14:16-17. "The wise are cautious and turn away from evil, but the fool throws 

off restraint and is careless. One who is quick-tempered acts foolishly, and the schemer 

is hated." 
 Proverbs 14:29. "Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but one who has a 

hasty temper exalts folly." 
 Proverbs 15:1. "A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger." 
 Proverbs 15:18. "Those who are hot-tempered stir up strife, but those who are slow to 

anger calm contention." 
 Proverbs 16:32. "One who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one whose 

temper is controlled than one who captures a city." 
 Proverbs 19:11. "Those with good sense are slow to anger, and it is their glory to 

overlook an offense." 
 Proverbs 22:24-25. "Make no friends with those given to anger, and do not associate with 

hotheads, or you may learn their ways and entangle yourself in a snare." 
 Proverbs 29:22. "One given to anger stirs up strife, and the hothead causes much 

transgression." 

Responding to the News 

This is a good time to think and pray about the degree to which anger controls or motivates your 

actions. 

Prayer 

O God, help us, when anger comes, to deal with it in righteous and constructive ways and to not 

allow it to make room for the devil. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Other News This Week 



Families Separated by War and Other Trauma at Greater 

Risk to Health 

In the News 

For seven years, six Zydia siblings and their extended families have not shared their usual 

weekly lunch together at their parents' house in Daraa in southwestern Syria. When war broke 

out in 2011 in the capital of the fertile agricultural region, their parents and two siblings crossed 

the border into Jordan. 

After the British company where Samer Zydia worked closed its branch office in Damascus due 

to UK sanctions on Syria, a bomb exploded near the school his three children attended. It was the 

last straw. At the end of 2012, Samer fled with his wife and children to Lebanon, where he 

obtained legal residency and found work as an architect.  

While their mother eventually returned to Syria, where one of her children still lives, the other 

five now reside in five different countries: Lebanon, Germany, Denmark, Canada and the United 

Arab Emirates. 

More than 5 million Syrians, of whom 75 percent lack legal resident status, have been displaced 

to other nations by the war. Each country presents different opportunities, challenges and 

hindrances to the refugees.  

So far, Samer's request to join his youngest sister, Hiba, and her family, in Ontario, Canada, has 

not been granted. He was unable to visit his brother Hamed in Denmark when Hamed's daughter 

was born or when she died of cancer, nor was he granted permission to see his father before he 

died in Jordan.  

Even refugees who have found a relatively secure home in a new country feel the anxiety, 

loneliness and sting of separation from kinfolk who provided a sense of identity, belonging, 

support and stability in the past. When family members are scattered to the four winds, they are 

less likely to be able to alleviate financial, social or emotional stresses of transitioning to a new 

culture, language, geography, weather and daily routine. 

The likelihood that the Zydia family will sit down to dinner as a family anytime in the near or 

distant future seems remote at best. Even if the expense were not an issue, many countries have 

restricted travel for Syrian refugees. Samer is trying to arrange a reunion in Lebanon, but given 

the anti-Syrian sentiment in many parts of the world, he said, "I'm not optimistic that I can do it. 

We can't find a country to reunite in."   

Family separation happens for many reasons (war, natural disaster, loss, politics, discord, 

divorce, death, etc.), adding its own stress to whatever event or situation precipitated it. Whether 

or not reunification is possible or desired by family members, family separation typically leaves 

emotional wounds that can be felt long after the original event.  



A case in point: In August 2018, about 800 South Koreans met over 300 relatives from North 

Korea for the first time in more than 60 years. Separated by the 1950-53 Korean War, the 

families were a tiny fraction of more than 57,000 South Korean survivors who registered for the 

reunions that took place on Mount Kumgang in North Korea.  

Parents and children, siblings, spouses, cousins and other extended family members tried to cram 

pent-up emotions and experiences into a mere 11 hours over three days before they had to say 

goodbye. 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in, himself separated from family members in the North, said, 

"Many of the families have passed away without knowing whether their lost relatives were alive. 

Expanding and accelerating family reunions is a top priority." 

Time is short for other Koreans who registered to reunite with family members; according to 

government data, 62.6 percent are in their 80s and 90s. 

Meanwhile, on our own southern border, up to five migrant children are still separated from their 

families every day, according to a report by The American Immigration Council based on 

government data. Although the administration announced the end of its Zero Tolerance policy a 

year ago, almost 400 more children were separated between June 2018 and March 2019, 

including 108 under the age of 5. 

While there may be situations that legitimately warrant removal of children from the custody of 

certain individuals, The American Academy of Pediatrics warned that extreme caution should be 

exercised before taking such action. 

Family separation is particularly hard for children, especially when they have already been 

traumatized by additional ongoing stresses, such as violence, family dysfunction, famine, 

poverty, persecution, war, natural disasters and losses of various kinds.  

A new study, "Mental Health of Children Held at a United States Detention Center," published 

this month in the journal Social Science & Medicine, found that children at detention centers had 

higher rates of post-traumatic stress disorder and more emotional and behavioral difficulties than 

the U.S. population at large. Children who were separated from their parents by immigration 

officials experienced greater emotional distress than those who remained with their parents. 

"If you take any child suddenly away from their parents, it has an incredible emotional impact on 

them, whether they're new immigrants or not," Dr. Craig Katz, a co-author of the study, 

reported.  

"If you take a child away from their parents in a completely new environment, where they have 

never been before, where they probably don't speak the language, and they're already feeling 

pretty lost and disoriented, and you take away the most stabilizing factor in their life -- their 

parent, their mother -- that's like a double- or triple-whammy," Katz added. 



"Child separation lands on a population that is already very vulnerable," Katz said. "And … then 

you do something that just pours pounds of salt into an open wound." 

Children who experience persistent stress without the consistent support of a nurturing parent, 

are also at greater risk of developing heart disease, diabetes and other health problems.  

Neil Boothby, a professor and director of the Fostering Resilience program at the University of 

Notre Dame's Institute for Education Initiative, wrote that "increasing anti-refugee sentiment" 

adds to the stress displaced persons feel.  

"The oddity here is, if you actually wanted a group of people to be successful, to successfully 

integrate into your country, you would recognize the absolute fundamental importance that 

family and ... community play in successful integration … I can only conclude that a lot of 

countries don't want people to do well -- they don't want them [to stay]," Boothby said.  

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Torn Apart by the Syrian War, These Siblings Struggle to Stay Connected Across 6 Different 

Countries. PRI 

Joy, Disbelief as Korean Families Separated by War Meet After 65 Years. Reuters 

Science Says: How Family Separation May Affect Kids' Brains. AP News 

Mental Health of Children Held at a United States Immigration Detention Center. Social Science 

& Medicine 

Applying the News Story  

People lose touch with family members for many reasons. An Internet search for "finding lost 

relatives" conducted by TWW this week turned up 140,000,000 results. A lot of people are 

hungry for family connections. 

Sometimes we experience alienation from family members because of our own poor choices and 

bad acts, while at other times we may be separated from our kinfolk through no fault of our own. 

The psalmist wrote: "I have become a stranger to my kindred, an alien to my mother's children" 

(Psalm 69:8). In his case, his estrangement appears to be related to his being falsely accused, 

mocked and insulted for his integrity. 

In a time when many people hunger for authentic, bracing, ennobling relationships, the message 

of the gospel is that God created us for fellowship with himself and with one another, that Christ 

lived, died and rose from the dead to establish the path to intimate communion with God and 

others (1 John 1:1-3, 7), and that the Holy Spirit unites us together in the bond of peace 

(Ephesians 4:3-6). 

This lesson gives us the opportunity to explore how the church fits into God's purpose to give 

"the desolate a home to live in" (Psalm 68:6).    

https://tinyurl.com/y2kqlslj
https://tinyurl.com/y2kqlslj
https://tinyurl.com/y37qgjnr
https://tinyurl.com/y37qgjnr
https://tinyurl.com/y52bh9zr
https://tinyurl.com/y52bh9zr
https://tinyurl.com/y5gjyj8l
https://tinyurl.com/y5gjyj8l


The Big Questions 

1. Have you ever been separated from a relative or relatives for an extended period of time? 

Briefly describe the circumstances (How old were you when you were separated, how long were 

you apart, were you ever reunited, how did the separation impact you?). 

2. Are you currently searching for family with whom you have lost touch? Alternatively, have 

you ever helped someone who was trying to re-establish connections with lost family members? 

What drives such a search? What role, if any, does faith play in that search?  

3. What factors may lead to the disintegration of family ties?  

4. What obstacles hinder people in the effort to be reunified with family members? What 

resources are available to people who have been separated from family? 

5. How can the church support and strengthen family bonds? How can the church become a kind 

of surrogate family to those who have lost contact with their own family members, for whatever 

reason? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Genesis 32:3-5 

Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom, 

instructing them, "Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, 'I have 

lived with Laban as an alien, and stayed until now; and I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and 

female slaves; and I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your sight.'" (For 

context, read 32:3-21.) 

Genesis 25:29-34 tells the story of how Jacob obtained his twin brother Esau's birthright; in 

Genesis 27:19-28:5 we learn how Jacob lied to his father Isaac to get the blessing reserved for 

the firstborn son, stirring up a sense of aggrievement and murderous rage so strong in Esau that 

Isaac sent Jacob as far from home as possible, to preserve his life. 

The brothers were apart for 20 years before Jacob made his way back home, to seek Esau's 

forgiveness. He didn't know whether Esau still nursed a grudge against him, and was greatly 

afraid. But God had told him to return home to his kindred, promising to do him good.  

As he prayed to the God of his grandfather Abraham and of his father Isaac, Jacob praised God 

for his faithful, steadfast, lavish love toward him even though he considered himself unworthy 

(vv. 9-10). He begged God to deliver his wives and children from the danger Esau represented 

(v. 11), relying on the promises God had made to make his offspring as countless as the sand of 

the sea (v. 12). 

That night Jacob arranged to send a present of 550 head of sheep, goats, camels, cows and 

donkeys to appease Esau (vv. 13-18), hoping his brother would accept him and be reconciled (v. 



20). The next day Esau received him with embraces, kisses and tears rather than anger or 

hostility (Genesis 33:4). Though Esau initially declined his brother's gifts, he finally accepted 

them upon Jacob's insistence.  

Jacob said seeing his brother's face was "like seeing the face of God" (33:10). The healing of 

their relationship was the beginning of a new phase in Jacob's relationship with God, whom he 

began to call the God of Israel (his new name, which meant he was acknowledging God not only 

as his grandfather's God or his father's God, but as his own God, whom he was committed to 

serve) (33:20). 

Questions: What do you think living as an alien, separated from his immediate family, taught 

Jacob? How do you think the twins' values and attitudes changed in those two decades? What 

evidence do you have that the two brothers had changed? 

What did Esau's acceptance of Jacob's gifts signify to Jacob?  

If you are able, share how healing human relationships or restoring family ties have helped you 

connect with God in refreshing ways. 

Ruth 2:11-12 

But Boaz answered [Ruth], "All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of 

your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father and mother and your native 

land and came to a people that you did not know before. May the LORD reward you for your 

deeds, and may you have a full reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings 

you have come for refuge!" (For context, read 2:10-13.) 
Ruth 4:14-15 

Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without 

next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a 

nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than 

seven sons, has borne him." (For context, read 4:13-17.) 

Naomi and her husband Elimelech travelled to Moab with their two sons to escape famine in 

their home in Judah. Away from her extended family, Naomi adapted as best she could to her 

new environment. Then her husband died, leaving Naomi to provide for her sons alone, no easy 

task for a widow living in a foreign land.  

When her sons were ready, they married local girls, Orpah and Ruth, neither of whom had 

children. After about 10 years, Naomi's sons also died, compounding her grief.  

Her bereaved daughters-in-law handled their grief in different ways: Orpah went back to her 

family of origin and familiar culture, but Ruth stuck to Naomi like glue, accompanying her 

mother-in-law to Bethlehem. She immediately went to glean in the grainfields of Boaz, a close 

kinsman, to support Naomi and herself by picking up grain the reapers let fall in the field. 

Boaz noted that in her grief, Ruth left her own family and native land to take refuge in the God 

of Israel, and to make a new home among people she didn't know before. Boaz married Ruth, 



and in this way became the "Kinsman-Redeemer" for both women, restoring life and joy after the 

trauma and grief they had experienced.  

"He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children," states the 

psalmist (Psalm 113:9). He did exactly that for both Naomi and Ruth. 

Question: How can churches support and make room for people like Naomi and Ruth, who lack 

family connections or who have endured some form of family separation as well as multiple 

traumas? 

1 Timothy 5:1-2  

Do not speak harshly to an older man, but speak to him as to a father, to younger men as 

brothers, to older women as mothers, to younger women as sisters -- with absolute purity. (For 

context, read 5:1-8.) 

Paul instructs Timothy in how a pastor should relate to men and women of different ages. While 

these guidelines apply especially to church leaders, every Christian can benefit from heeding 

Paul's wise counsel. 

Not everyone has kinfolk; nor are all human family relations healthy. Paul obviously is not 

suggesting that we pattern relationships with believers or unbelievers after toxic or abusive 

relationships. Instead, Christians should treat others with kindness and purity, whether they are 

fellow believers or not. 

Questions: Have you found that the church has become a kind of extended family for you? What 

would healthy family relationships look like to God? How do you think non-Christians would 

react to Christians who follow Paul's guidance? 

Mark 10:28-30 

"Peter began to say to [Jesus], "Look, we have left everything and followed you." Jesus said, 

"Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age -- houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 

with persecutions -- and in the age to come eternal life." (For context, read Mark 10:17-31.) 

This is not a proof text for a kind of prosperity gospel, promising the faithful wealth in this life or 

the next. We know this from the context, when Jesus advises the rich man to sell all his 

possessions and give to the poor. Moreover, he warns that it is very difficult for the rich to enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 

We note that Jesus also promises that those who follow him will also receive persecutions -- 

(something in the text we might prefer to gloss over). Jesus doesn't promise a life of ease and 

comfort, but rather that whatever sacrifices we make for his sake and for the sake of the good 

news, will be worth it in the end. 



Questions: In what sense do people who have left everything to follow Jesus "receive a 

hundredfold"? Where do people find relationships that fill the gap left when their own family 

structures break down? How do you contribute to a sense of family cohesion of the church? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Consider these figures in the Bible who were alienated or separated from family for lengthy 

periods of time: 

Cain (Genesis 4:8-16) 
Abraham and Lot (Genesis 13:1-18) 
Joseph, his father Jacob and brothers (Genesis 37:12-36; 42:6-8; 43:29-31; 45:1-3, 14-16, 25-28) 
Moses (Childhood - Exodus 1:22 and 2:8-10) 
Moses (Adulthood – Acts 7:23-34)  
Esther (Esther 2:5-11) 
Early Christians (Acts 11:19-30) 

What other biblical figures would you add to this list? What were some of the factors that 

contributed to the family separation these people experienced? How did they handle being 

separated from family members? Where do you see God in their stories?  

2. Consider the experience of TWW team member Joanna Loucky-Ramsey, who wrote: "I am 

the daughter of a deportee and a refugee.  
            "My mother Mildred went to Czechoslovakia as a missionary to children in 1947. 

Although she was in that country legally and loved the people, she was told she had to leave 

when the communists came to power. She married my father, a Czech National, in the hope that 

she might be allowed to stay, even though she knew she might never be allowed to return to the 

United States and her family. 
            "In 1949, when the government refused to rescind the deportation order against her, she 

was expelled as a persona non grata. She was two months pregnant with my oldest sister. 
            "My father Lou tried to get permission to leave his homeland to accompany her, but was 

denied. A communist official who liked my father took a risk and told him he was on a list to be 

arrested; he advised him when and where he might escape over the German border. 
            "If America had refused my father asylum, my mother might have had to raise my eldest 

sister as a single mother raising an orphan, and I and my other four siblings might never have 

been born. 
            "My parents settled in Syracuse, New York, where they provided hospitality and housing 

over the years for the working poor and for international students from over 160 nations in a 

home dubbed 'The Little U.N.' by residents.  
            "Because of my parents' personal journey and example, and Jesus' experience as a child 

refugee fleeing infanticide, I have always felt an affinity for displaced people."  
            What experiences and examples shape your attitudes and behavior toward families 

fighting to stay together? 

3. TWW team member, Mary M. Sells, wrote: "I find, in my spiritual direction practice, that 

several people have broken connections with loved ones (parent, sibling, spouse, etc.) and that 



their human experience of loss, separation, sometimes even betrayal, affects their ability to 

accept God's love. Their trust on a human level is broken, and is reflected in their feeling 

separated from the loving, ever present God."  
            How have your own human relationships, particularly when touched by loss and 

separation, affected your sense of God's love and presence in your life?  
            When, if ever, have you experienced God's love and presence in times of loss and 

separation? How have your human relationships been affected by that experience? 

Responding to the News 

You might want to explore what resources your denomination provides to support families as 

well as those who lack family connections. Then consider how you might utilize those resources 

in your community as well as in your church. 

Prayer 

O God, wherever migrants are on the move, we pray that they may not suffer from abuse or 

injustice, that they will not need to be afraid to seek help, that they will have a fair opportunity to 

plead their cause in the courts of the world, and that they will be valued as human beings who 

can contribute to the nations that receive them. Show us how we can help to heal their heartache 

resulting from family separation, by becoming brothers and sisters to them in their hour of need. 

Amen. 
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