
KS 3: Comparing sporting events 
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://www.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

Objectives: Students learn about two sporting events that take place in Ethiopia and compare them to the Olympics. They consider what they think is important in a major 
sporting event. 

Curriculum links Pairs activity Group activity 

Geography 
 
Citizenship 
 
English 
 
 

Tell the class that this session will be about comparing the 
Olympics with two big sporting events which take place in 
Ethiopia. 
Ask students to work in pairs and give each pair an 
Information sheet (give out equal numbers for each event) 
and a Sporting event work sheet. Ask them to read the 
information sheet and complete the work sheet together. 
Now proceed to the class discussion. 
Class discussion 
Divide a white board into three columns entitled Olympics, 
Great Ethiopian Run, HE Sports Festival. 
Ask a pair who had the Olympics information sheet to tell you 
their answer to the first question on their sheet and record 
their response. Ask if anyone from the ‘Olympics’ group had a 
different answer – if so discuss the reasons behind the 
different responses. Then ask another pair their answer to the 
second Olympics question and repeat the process. Next ask 
the pairs which had the Great Ethiopian Run information sheet 
to tell you their answers and record them in the second 
column. Finally ask those who had the HE Sports Festival 
information sheet to give their feedback. 
Ask the class to look at the three columns and tell you any 
similarities they can find between two or more of the events. 
Underline these in the same colour. Now ask the class to 
identify any differences between the events and underline 
those in a different colour. 

 Are there more similarities or more differences between 
the events? 

 Did anything surprise them about their findings? 

Divide the class into groups of 5 or 6, ideally containing students who between them looked at 
all three events in the pairs activity. Ask them to do the ranking activity ‘The most important 
thing about a big sporting event is ...’. They should diamond rank the statements: choose the 
most important reason and put it at the top, then the next two, the next three, the next two, 
with the least important statement at the bottom of their diamond shape. They should discuss 
the reasons for their choices within their groups and if they do not all agree, go with a majority 
decision. Emphasise that there are no right or wrong answers. 
 
Now ask the groups to share with the class their top and bottom statements. 

 Did they agree or disagree? 
Ask them to explain the reasons for their choices. 
 
Ask students in their groups to think about the three sporting events. 

 Which of the three events best matched their ranking? 
Take feedback. 

 Did anything surprise them about this activity? 

 Did anyone change their mind about what is important in a major sporting activity? 

 Follow up work Resources 

Students could research more about the Great Ethiopian 
Run www.ethiopianrun.org and the HE Sports Festival in 
Ambo ambosports.com/  and rbesseling.wordpress.com/. 
 
They could also analyse other major sporting events (eg. the 
World Cup) against the worksheet and their ranking. 
 
Students could research some of the less positive aspects of 
major sporting events, eg. people and jobs displaced (search 
for Clays Lane, London or follow this link for a video on the 
impact of the World Cup on communities in South Africa 
blip.tv/visionontv/sport-for-solidarity-4185409 

Olympic information sheet 
Great Ethiopian Run 
information sheet 
HE Sports Festival information 
sheet (one of each event for 
every six students)  
Sporting event work sheet (one 
between two) 
‘The most important thing ...’ 
statements (one sheet 
between six cut up in advance) 

 
 
 

http://www.ethiopianrun.org/
ambosports.com/
http://rbesseling.wordpress.com/
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