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If you missed these inspiring speakers  

Make sure you don’t miss these………. 
APRIL COFFEE MORNING 

 

The speaker for the April Coffee Morning 

will be William (Bill) Earle. Bill will be talking 

about Stawell, and the Stawell Gift in  

particular. 

Bill's family have been associated with the 

“Gift” since its beginnings and his family   

donate and present the Stawell Gift medal 

each year. 

 

Bill is an  

ex-Olympic athlete.  

 

 

Martyn Shaddick 
March 

Rev. Ken Parker…. 
February 

MAY COFFEE MORNING 

 
In May, our very special Guest Speaker will 

be local Castlemaine author  

Ms  Susan Green,  

the proud daughter of Helen Green,  

a founder member and tutor of 

 Castlemaine U3A. 

 

See page 7 for some 

background on Susan 
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 U3A Castlemaine’s information Website:  
www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

President Win Jodell 5472 3792 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President      Dick Mack  0411 244 103  u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Secretary       Jeanette Johnston 5470 6079   jeanette.johnston@bigpond.com  

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com  

Course Co-Ordinator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  

Course Administrator Deidre McDougall 5447 9487 ddmcdougall@mmnet.com.au   

Past President Peter Stephens 5472 3904  pb.stephens@bigpond.com   

Committee Member Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com 

Committee Member Colleen Smith 0409084620 smithac2@bigpond.com 

Committee member George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au   

Membership Judy Sime 5472  3756 daveju@gmail.com 

Cake Roster/Raffle Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 berylleavesley@hotmail.com 

Coffee Supplies   

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 wil2bar@impulse.net.au  

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Audrey Richardson  5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com  
 

Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 

Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2014 Subscription Fee $50.00  

$10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 
 

New Members joining after June 30                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

Friday Coffee Morning  

Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the 

month at 10.00 am In the Uniting Church Hall. 

 

The guest speaker at the  April Coffee Morning. 

will be  William (Bill) Earle. 

 

Speaker for May Coffee Morning will be 

Susan Green 

Members of the Movies of Merit class will be 

Acting hosts for morning tea at the April meeting.  

Flicks and Book Discussion Group will host the 

May meeting. Many thanks to those groups. 

The April Committee Meeting 

will be held on the Thursday 17th  at 9.30 am at the  

Home of the president, Win Jodell. 

 Deadline for the May 2014 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 21st April  

Newsletter  

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 

u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

Coffee Mornings  

The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

The Citizens Information Centre 

The Neighbourhood House 

The Manse Classroom 

The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                             
Win Jodell 

  

Hello and welcome to all members, 

 

The summer heat has passed and the sighs of relief are audible. Sitting at my desk in the early 

morning darkness dressed against the chill of another clear morning I am aware we are never 

quite satisfied. If only it would rain is the latest collective wish. Our gardens have really suffered this year. 

Perhaps the skies will have opened before you read this, it is certainly my wish. 

 

The restructuring of the Committee of Management is now taking a definite form. Dick Mack and the Gov-

ernance Working Group hopes to have the position descriptions written up for the next AGM. It is a big job 

and my hope is the establishment of working groups will achieve many positive outcomes: sharing the work 

load; dispersing of information; clarifying lines of communication; clearly defining roles for our volunteer 

workers and importantly having the capability of offering opportunities/solutions for succession planning. 

My hard working Committee this month announces the formation of two new working groups which will 

meet monthly or as required. Both are vitally important to the future promotion U3A in our community. 

Thank you to those who have attended extra meetings to get these groups established.  

 

The Working Groups report to the Management Committee and are encouraged to put recommendations for-

ward for committee to consider. So the groups are a powerful and necessary way of managing all the work 

that our lively and successful U3A needs to deal with. It is quite impossible for all matters to be discussed at 

CoM meetings. It is far more democratic to have new ideas from new members coming onto working groups 

where they can become familiar with the structure and issues currently being dealt with. 

 

 The Communications Working Group will include a community liaison person, our newsletter editor 

and a publicity person. Already we have Colleen Smith and Veronica Hurley, both committee members, 

who have been joined by the wonderful Julia Scoglio. The Community Liaison post is yet to be filled. If 

newer members with innovative ideas were to join this group it would really appreciated. Already the 

group is busy with community radio, some of you will have heard their interviews with Bruce Carruthers 

on “Grey Matters”, and what an excellent title for a radio program! Our newsletter is available in hard copy, 

or in full colour online at u3acastlemaine.com There are plans for more articles in the local newspapers. 

 

U3A Office Working Group Do you have a spare couple of hours per month to be part of it ?                

This newly formed group, under the able guidance of George Gray, will look at the office roster, the training 

of volunteers for office duties, the organising of display cabinets, managing the photocopier and establish-

ing a cleaning roster. This group would also appreciate new members to U3A with fresh ideas. Our Office in 

Duke Street is the public face of U3A and the volunteer workers there are our ambassadors. 

 

It would appear that all classes in their venues are settled and rolling happily along. If you do have an issue 

with a class or venue please let us know. The management at the Uniting Church Hall and rooms will now 

allow tea and coffee making to occur there without charge. NO cooking please! And please be sure to tidy up 

fastidiously! 

 

Be sure to read elsewhere in this issue about trips planned for later in the year. Thank you to Sally Kaptein.  

 

I do hope to see many of you at the Coffee and Information morning on Friday 4th April when we will wel-

come Bill Earle who will be telling us stories about the Stawell Gift, that iconic foot race run on grass since 

1878! Don’t miss it. There will be time for questions. 

 

And please do consider being more involved with this wonderful volunteer community organization, we need 

you! 
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Some wonderful events which we hope will be of interest to you all. 

Friday 30 May .  

Visit to Bendigo Art Gallery to view  

the exhibition from the Royal Academy of Arts. 
 

A marvellous exhibition that deserves more than 

one visit before it finishes in  June.  Our very own 

Win Jodell will provide insight into the paintings 

to make this a very special visit. 

Cost and Bookings : $16.00 for entry to be paid by 

April 11 at the U3A office (please don't forget as 

we cannot take a booking without payment and we 

cannot book at the Bendigo Art Gallery without 

paying either!). 

Travel arrangements: Train to Bendigo and a con-

necting bus to the Gallery. Time of departure to be 

confirmed but we intend arriving at the Gallery by 

10am. 

Tuesday 29 July.  

Trip to Winter Masterpieces 

 at the NGV Melbourne.  

 

The exhibition of  one hun-

dred paintings and draw-

ings from the Museo del 

Prado promises to be an ex-

ceptional event. The works, 

from Italian Renaissance 

masters such as Raphael, 

Titian and Tintoretto were 

favourites of the Spanish 

royal court and stayed in 

royal hands until the Prado acquired them in the 

19th century. 

Cost: $47.00 which covers bus , entry and 1 hour 

lecture from the education department NGV. 

 

Bookings: Made only through the Castlemaine 

Art Gallery. Please note that there are only 52 

seats on the bus so book early. No refunds (but of 

course if unable to come you can offer your place 

to a friend!) 

Travel Arrangements:  Bus will depart from the 

Market Building, Mostyn Street at 9.30 am sharp 

and return by 5.15pm approx. 

Thursday 30 October.  

Visit to Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne.  
 

This is a chance to see stage two of the develop-

ment of these marvellous gardens and we have 

chosen the 'peak' time for viewing . There will be a 

talk on 'plants for your place' given by one of the 

staff. There is also the opportunity on the day to 

join the explorer 'train' that takes you in comfort to 

other parts of the Gardens. (Extra cost of $6.00) 

Cost:  $30.00 which covers the bus and entry. 

Lunch at the cafe will be extra. (Please note no re-

funds available ). 

Travel Arrangements: : The bus will leave from the 

Market Building at 8am sharp (it is a long way to 

Cranbourne!) and return by 5.30 pm  approx. 

Radio Stars??? 
 

Did you hear them? 
 

We now have a regular 

monthly time slot ................. 

( 2nd Thursday every month) 

on  Bruce Carruthers' excellent  

Thursday morning  programme from 9 - 11 am. 

 

Thank you to Colleen Smith, Wilson Bunton and 

Sally Kaptein for flying the flag and promoting 

U3A and its programmes so well.  

Colleen spoke about Bill Earle, our Guest Speaker 

at the April 4th Coffee Morning. Wilson spoke 

about the Car Trail and Sally spoke about all the 

great U3A outings that have been planned by the 

Events Committee.  

 

Our next U3A appearance will be 

 Thursday 10th April from 9 - 11am.  

 

Pop this in your diary now so you don't miss it! 
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Course Co-ordinator’s Report 

Robyn Yeoman  Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator  Course Administrator 

 

April already!  This month brings the end of Term 1, Easter and Anzac Day.  Term 2 commences on 22nd 

April and ends 27th June.  The Easter/Anzac Day break is awkward timing coming at the beginning of Term 2.  

Deidre is contacting course leaders whose classes fall on these holidays to ascertain whether or not classes 

will be cancelled.  As you know this information is particularly important where a rented venue is concerned.  

It would be helpful if course leaders could inform us in advance about their class status on public holidays 

and perhaps this is a small task that could be taken up by the class representative. 

New courses that commenced in March were Introduction to the Art of Colour, Digital Photography Basics, and 

The American Revolution – A Nation is Born, all short courses.  We can rely on Christobel Comerford to present 

a fascinating course every year and You and Your Hormones was no exception.  It will be repeated in October 

so watch this space for the specific dates and venue information. 

In April we look forward to a discussion group based on the book The Brain That Changes Itself with Kevin 

Hurley, learn Tatting with Rae Hawkins, explore Gibraltar – Where Geography, History and Politics Collide with 

Dick Mack, follow The Indonesian Elections with Vic Say, study Robert Frost’s Nature Poetry with Judith Staudte 

and Eileen Park, and enjoy fresh air, sunshine and have a lot of fun with a slight competitive edge playing 

Petanque with Sally Kaptein and crew.  Add those to our ongoing courses and, really, who has time for a long, 

long weekend over Easter and Anzac Day? 

A reminder to Course Leaders and members – all venue bookings for U3A Castlemaine courses must be 

made by the Course Administrator or if they are unavailable the Course Coordinator, currently Deidre and 

me.   If you have an idea for a different approach to venue usage please discuss with one of us before going 

ahead with it. 

Accommodation Lobby Group – a small group will attend a preliminary meeting following the April coffee 

meeting.  We will discuss the group composition and aims.  Peter Stephens, Dick Mack, John Waldie and 

Colleen Smith will join me.  If you are passionate about our need for ‘a home of our own’ please join us in the 

Manse room. 

Governance Working Group                                                              
Dick Mack 

In a community volunteer organisation of over 400 members it is important to ensure that the load of run-

ning the organisation is spread widely and that people are encouraged to share their expertise and time in 

the interests of the general body. 

The Governance Working Group has been reviewing the current positions and proposing some subtle 

changes to the Committee.  Already new Working Groups have been formed around the Finance, Office, and 

Communication functions (in addition to the existing Courses, Events, Volunteers and Governance WGs), 

fresh blood has been added, and positive initiatives are being taken.  As well, position descriptions are being 

revised to make it clearer what each role entails.  By the time the next AGM comes around and a new      

Committee is elected, we hope that the proposed changes will be approved by the Committee and next year’s 

team will have a clear vision of the roles they can play in moving U3A forward. 

We are always looking for new blood and new ideas, so if you feel you would like to contribute to the run-

ning of some aspect of U3A – as a course leader, a volunteer at coffee morning or in the office, as a member of 

a Working Group, or even as a member of the Committee itself - please let one of the existing committee 

members know of your interest. 

 

Dick Mack, Convenor 
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"In Praise of Ageing" by Patricia Edgar                 
tells us that computer use reduces the chance of   

developing Alzheimer's, walking increases brain 

function by producing endorphins, problem solv-

ing puzzles are beneficial for retaining memory 

function and over medication can cause all sorts of 

problems. 

Keep learning and reduce the pills. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

Our  guest speaker at the March Coffee Morning 

was Martyn Shaddich, ably assisted by Karen 

McMullan.; both from Community House 

 

Martyn’s presentation was most  enlightening. He 

dealt with the  Community Lunch held at Commu-

nity House ( at present situated at the Old Gaol) 

every Tuesday at 12.30pm; A great way to meet 

new people or catch up with old friends. We were 

also fascinated to hear about the 

“Growing Abundance” Scheme. 

Two of our own members, Anne 

Lodge and Vic Say also spoke in 

praise of Community House. 

Anne mentioned  NILS (No Inter-

est Loans Scheme ) 

and Vic spoke of 

the general acceptance of everyone at 

the Community House.  

You can volunteer to help with the 

Community Lunch, the Wicking 

beds, Front of House or simply come 

along and join in. 

 I recommend you take a look at their website to get 

an idea of the many programs they provide. 

www.cch.org.au 

What’s happening in Castlemaine?? 

 

PLEASANT  SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

Castlemaine Presbyterian Church 

Sunday 13th April,  2.00pm 
A reconditioned Lowery Theatre Organ presented to 

the Church will have its first full throttle perform-

ance. 

All most welcome.   Details  Geoff 5470 6652 

CASTLEMAINE MEN’S SHED 
A new shed has recently been formed in Castle-

maine and is looking for men to come along and 

be involved. 

It is located at the rear of 317 Barkers Street 

(Windaring Complex) and there is adequate park-

ing in Hunter Street and easy access to the shed. 

 

At present it is operating on Fridays commencing 

at 9.30am. 

It will be a place where you can come along and 

have a chat with other men over a cup of tea or   

coffee, or perhaps occupy yourself with wood-

working, metalworking or whatever else is on   

offer. 

Men’s Sheds are self-funded so a small fee is 

charged for each attendance, but there are many 

avenues for funding from the government bodies 

and agencies as well as the sale of items made and/

or repaired. 

If you are interested in joining this group then 

please contact one of the Steering Committee     

below or just come along any Friday. 

 

Doug McConville 5470 6332 

Michael Martin 5475 1930 

 

 

castlemainemensshed@gmail.com 

RSPCA 
Sunday 18 May 2014 'Million Paws Walk' in the 

Castlemaine Botanical Gardens                              

(near the Old Tea Room).  See website for de-

tails.   http://www.million pawswalkcom.au/
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APHORISMS:    

  
1.The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow. 
 
2.How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the dark to become a teenager who wants to stay 
out all night? 
 
3.Why is it that at class reunions you feel younger than everyone else looks?  
 
4.Stroke a cat and you will have a permanent job.  

CVAU 2014 Program 

April 24th 7.30pm 

Salvation Army Hall 

ipad and iphone 
Everything you have always wanted to 

know about them 

plus ………..regular Q & A 

 

May 22nd 2014 Program 

iTunes: how to import music, export to a 

disc, the iTunes store etc. 

Plus the usual Q & A Session. 

Everything Apple-Tuition and Help 

Recyclables: 
 

Many thanks to the U3A members who have been 

saving ring-pulls for me to pass onto a voluntary 

fund-raising scheme. These are no longer required 

by the young man in question and unfortunately I 

no longer have any outlet for them.  

 

The same goes for corks - the Zoo no longer col-

lects them to raise funds for the elephants so that 

outlet has now dried up. 

 

But - I still need and welcome 

used stamps - please tear the en-

velope in half and pass on the 

stamped half to the girls at the 

Trading Table. 

Many thanks 

Marie Twyford 

             Photocopy charges 

CORRECTION 

The current charge for personal use is  

black and white ……….20 cents per page  

colour ……...………………..50 cents per page . 

 Private use of the copier is available when the office 

is open and a volunteer can take your payment. 

 

MAY COFFEE MORNING 

 

Great news! 
 

In May, our very special Guest Speaker will be lo-

cal Castlemaine author Ms  Susan Green, the 

proud daughter of Helen Green, a founder mem-

ber and tutor of Castlemaine U3A. 

 

Susan began her writing career in 1983 when she 

won an Age Short Story Award. Since then, she 

has gone on to write over 13 books for adults, chil-

dren and young people and to win many prestig-

ious literary prizes. 

 

As well as all this reading and scribbling, she has 

been an art student, a teacher, a radio producer, a 

cook; she’s worked for The Wilderness Society and 

the local Education Centre; she’s been an un-

trained youth worker and taught creative writing 

in community settings for nearly ten years. For the 

past sixteen years she has worked in a bookshop. 

When not working or writing, she can be found 

gardening, walking in the bush, cooking, knitting, 

or just spending time with family (including Gus 
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MUSIC APPRECIATION   
Bruce Baud 5472 4574 

 

The morning's music explored one 

composer,        Antonin Dvorak (1841- 

1904).  We started with Opus 46  which consists of 8 

Slavonic Dances.He also wrote a second set of 8 , 

Opus 72. The first Set was composed in 1878, with 

the help of Brahms. The Work was commissioned by 

the publisher   Simrock and brought  Dvorak instant 

fame. The   Slavonic  Dances are essentially in the 

musical language of Bohemia and neighbouring re-

gions, very original and            melodic.  The rest of 

the morning's music was        devoted to Dvorak 

's  American period.  Early in 1891 Dvorak be-

came  Professor of Composition at Prague Conserva-

tory.  In the same year he was invited to become Di-

rector of the      National Conservatory of Music in 

New York.   During his time in America he wrote a      

Sonatina for violin and piano, his Ninth Symphony 

and the American Quartet  Opus 96. This was the 

next work we heard. A  delightful piece which is  be-

coming increasingly popular. The final Work for the 

morning was the Symphony No9, the premiere of 

this work was December 16th 1893 , a memorable 

day for    Carnegie  Hall. This symphony from “The 

New World“ , consisted of 5 movements It was re-

ceived with standing ovations from the  audience. 

Dvorak had found a fascinating way of blending ele-

ments of Negro and Indian music with Slovak song 

and dance elements . This last symphony gave 

Dvorak immortality.  We are looking  forward to 

Bruce programming Dvorak again 
 

 

Requiem & thEN. . .   
Vic Say 5472 1841  

 

April 4th: Requiem at 1-30 

We will listen to a rare recording of a Russian Or-

thodox requiem which plumbs the depths of male 

base voices. It in no way follows the usual and fa-

miliar liturgy of the Catholic tradition but is a won-

derful way to spend a meditative afternoon. 

               

Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 

: 4th April, 7pm: Puccini's Butterfly - DVD 

 

We will watch an Opera Australia production with 

the    Opera  Australia chorus 

and Orchestra Victoria. Cio Cio 

San is sung by Hiromi Omura, 

Pinkerton by James 

Egglestone, Suzuki by Sian 

Pendry and Sharpless by Barry 

Ryan, in a             production 

familiar to many of us. 

 

 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                                                                 
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 

 
As Easter Saturday occurs on April 19th there will not be a 

meeting in April . 

The Venue for the May meeting will appear in the May News-

letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 80s Luncheon Group  

Eileen Park     5472 5213    

Our Luncheon for Wednesday April 9th. At 12.30pm  

This month we are going to visit with Mary at Pen-

hall, and have permission to bring our own lunches 

to have in the garden there, where there are enough 

chairs so no need to bring one. For any queries ring 

Eileen on 54725213. 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                                            
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446  
 

 

At the time of writing we have not received the 

songs for the October Concert which will be held in 

the Melbourne Town Hall. However, we have 

plenty of music to be going on with. 

During April we shall decide on our choice of songs 

for the Rural Seniors Day which will be held at St. 

Mary’s Church Hall on Tuesday May 6th from 10am 

to 3pm.Our Choir will be singing for 15 minutes 

from 2.30pm. 

CLASS NOTES 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
 

In March we had two very interesting sessions.    

Barbara delved into the life story of Captain Arthur 

Phillip.  We all know about his few years at the 

birth of Sydney;  we learned a great deal more 

about the life he lived for more than seventy years.  

Jennie Owen traced the goldfields happenings in 

the early 1850's with the Chewton Monster Meeting 

and events in Castlemaine,  Bendigo and Ballarat;  a     

fascinating time that eventually lead to the birth of 

modern Victoria 

At the first session in April,  2.00pm on Monday 

14th,  at the home of Veronica Hurley,  Veronica 

will let us into the secrets of the origin of one of our   

important holidays which led to improved working 

conditions -- "Eight Hours Day",  or   "Labour Day 

Holiday".    

At the second session,  2.00pm on                        

Monday   28th,  at the home of Geoff and 

Beth,   Ailsa Longmuir will give us a run down on 

Sport.   Don't ask me what it's about -- you will have 

to come to know! 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 

 

1st. April 

Today we'll see the fourth and final of the First 

Footprints series, entitled "The Biggest                   

Estate".   9,000 years ago, people in Australia were 

learning to manipulate available plants and animals 

to increase food resources and fire became an      

invaluable tool in this process.  They transformed 

an entire continent into a fully sustainable estate. 

 

15th. April 

It's not widely known that the French 

Navigator Nicolas Baudin had              

established his pre-eminent position in 

Europe as a botanical voyager and that he 

was the driving force and inspiration for 

a voyage to New Holland in 1801.  At the time, 

there was still a possibility that the Great Southern 

continent was in fact in two halves, so 

there was still a possibility for it to be 

claimed for France.  Baudin had 22     

scientists on board and not only was a 

remarkable  botanic collection assem-

bled but their many meetings with the 

Indigenous people provided opportuni-

ties to study a people so clearly different from them-

selves. 

 

CLASS NOTES 

TATTING 
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446  

 

The Tatting sessions will begin 

on Thursday 3rd April and will 

run from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. The venue will be at 

my home. 

Everyone who has signed up for the classes will 

have been given all the necessary information in 

good time regarding the equipment needed and the 

location of the venue.  

The class cannot accommodate any more learners 

but if anyone who can Already do tatting would 

like to come along, would you please phone me so 

that I can give them my address. 

Rae Hawkins 5472 3446 
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CLASS NOTES 

BUSH WALKING                        

Norma Rantall  5472 4125                                          

Jenny Morton 5473 4425April 9:         

April 9: NORMA         54724125                                

    Harcourt   Sutton Grange Rd to   

    Wirth’s Tunnel along race line 

April 23:         JOHN     5422 3303 

     Daylesford..    Tipperary  Springs to  

     Golden Springs.                         

April 30:         JOHN 5422 3303 DAY WALK      

      Creswick Miners Walk Part 1 on  

      Goldfields Track. 

Please bring LUNCH & plenty of WATER. 

 

 May 14:      JOHN    5422 3303  

  Hepburn.  Golden Springs to  

  Chocolate Mill.  

                      5-6k’s    medium some climbs   mining                  

Reward yourself with a chocolate drink 
 

BUSH RAMBLING 
Dot Henshall 5472 5108 

CAR CAMPING 
Norma Rantall 5472 4125 
 

       Our first U3A camping trip 

was to the Foreshore camping 

ground at Wye River 18th - 21st March. 11 people 

attended in 4 tents, 2 small caravans and 1 motor 

home. During the day we all went off and followed 

our own interests, walking, exploring the area and 

for some venturing further afield. Happy hour at 

about 5pm was a great time to share our days             

activities before dinner. It was a great success with        

perfect weather. 

 I have had offers of camps for April, May, June and 

July 

 Jill Loorham is anxious to explore new places and is 

offering...... 

1. Cape Conran in Gippsland ,perhaps 25th -30th 

April 

2.Rutherglen,perhaps 22nd-27th May 

3.Cape Otway, perhaps 26th June -2nd July 

       Carole Ingersoll is offering  a trip to Hattah Lakes 

Nat Park in July. 

 I thank both Jill  and Carole very much for putting 

forward some interesting trips. As yet the camping at 

these places has not been categorized. 

GLAMPING.........as at Wye River...great facilities , 

hot  showers ,flush toilets, BBQs, pub over the road, 

general store etc 

 

CAMPING........Not as up-market as  Glamping, but a 

step up from Pitstop. 

 

PITSTOP.......just that...a pit toilet bush camp with 

wild life and quiet nights. 

 

To those who came to Wye River,thank you for your 

great company and laughter. 

LATIN   
Class members  with Janet Gilmore as they  prepare 
for their class at the Castlemaine Library 

Members gathering at the Uniting Church car park 

before setting out on another walk. 

Members ready to set off on another Bush Ramble 
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CLASS NOTES 

ISSUES OF CONCERN                
Carol Dorman 5472 4429  

There are concerns that Qantas will become an Asian air-

line if the foreign ownership laws are changed. A writer 

of a letter to The Age states that Alan Joyce deliberately 

brought the current situation about to force changes to 

these laws. Is a Royal Commission justified to examine 

the business      decisions that have been made regarding 

Qantas? After a period of privatisation Air New Zealand 

was re-aquired by the N.Z. government and has made a 

record half yearly profit increase of 40%. 

Some inspiring news for a change. The Workers party 

government in Brazil has introduced an arts voucher sys-

tem to encourage people  to patronise the arts. The 

voucher is worth $20 a month and available to workers 

who earn up to $300 a month, five times the Brazilian 

minimum wage. The government want people to try new 

things by going to the     theatre, art gallery, buy books. 

According to a     government spokesperson 95% of Bra-

zilians spend their leisure time watching television.  

 

The World Commission on Protected Areas is part of the 

International Union of Conservation of Nature, one of the 

key advisors to the World Heritage Commission. The 

Commission on Protected Areas has written an open   

letter to our Federal Government asking them to recon-

sider their attitude to our national parks and conserva-

tion. In a submission, applying for 74,000 hectares in  

Tasmania to be removed from the World Heritage Area, 

our government used the following words " a minor 

boundary change to remove degraded areas that detract 

from overall values". 

There are three South Korean mining companies - two 

are government owned - that own coal mines in NSW. In 

a trade agreement between Australia and S. Korea there 

is a clause, an  Investor-State Dispute Settlement provi-

sion which means overseas investors can challenge 

threats to their business, e.g. refusal of a mining licence, 

in the international courts. Precedents have been set with, 

among others, Canadian Pacific Rim Mining Corp. sue-

ing the El Salvador government for refusing a mining 

licence for environmental reasons. This trade agreement 

between Australia and S. Korea has not yet been ratified 

by the Federal Government. 

Over a 3 year period the Australian Uniting Church is 

divesting their investments in fossil fuel companies. This 

is an effort to target the social license of these companies 

regarding climate change. A divestment campaign in 

South Africa during apartheid which withdrew 

 money from companies that profited from apartheid, is 

credited with pressuring the S. African government to 

dismantle the apartheid system. 

The  Story / Adventure   

of English                         
Diana Collier  5443 0137 

 
In the 14th   and 15th  Centuries, Engish,  the  

common language, was slowly coming into its own 

as the accepted and finally  the national lan-

guage .  The re-distribution of  population 

and  status/wealth (from feudal to ‘commercially’ 

based), the travelling  Mystery Play Cycles,  the rise 

of the middle classes (an effect of the Plague 1348-

50), the Wool Trades, exploration,  the growth 

of  schools,  employment  of rural servants in high 

status families, writers  -  each and all  stimulated 

the spread of  the native language.   

  N.B.  the  historical series on the 

Vikings  on T.V.  has  dealt with the 

huge Viking Trade  Circle of 8th     

century plus,  - an earlier                 

period  but  relevant for the new customs , new 

technologies, foods, and of course new words      

assimilated  with contact. 

 

The final  two sessions will centre  round          

Chaucer’s  tales and the Printing  Press  and  effects 

on standardisation,  pronunciation and spelling and 

the spread of one dialect, a national language   - - -

   no longer phonetic writing for  the literate.     

A question occurs...    Does understanding and usage 

of words/phrasing  remain related to a particular 

speech community?   Is this an identity  issue?      

Vigorous discussion is at the core  of the sessions.” 

 

If you would like to join us for these two sessions 

please phone the  Leader:             

Diana Collier Tel .5443 0137    

Email:   collierd@vic.chariot.net.au  

Date:  Thursday morning /  Weekly 
 

 

 

 

mailto:collierd@vic.chariot.net.au
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CLASS NOTES 

FRIDAY  MORNING  

Garden GROUP  
Bronwen Stephens  5472 3904  
Janet Waldie 5472 5411. 

 

This year, the Garden Group plans 

to tour  major garden each season.  

This month we visited Lambley Nursery in Ascot 

where we were treated to a tour of  the Garden. 

David Glenn was very generous with his time.  He 

spoke to us for an hour and a half as we toured the 

Dry Garden, the cutting  beds and the vegetable 

beds where he trials the plants to see if they 

will  grow well in his difficult conditions .  

We finished the tour with a  brief trip round his   

private garden. It was pleasing to be told that even 

such a good garden designer and plants man can 

make plant choices with his heart rather than his 

head. He says that the avenue of Mt Fuji Cherry 

trees that line the drive  into the Nursery were     

chosen to celebrate the birth of a grandchild  who 

was born in Japan, even though the trees need lots of 

special  attention as they are not suited to the  

conditions at Ascot. We had a picnic on the lawn  

before browsing the Nursery for some of the 

plants  that had caught our eye on the tour. Most of 

us purchased plants to  take home. 

 

.There will be no meeting for the Garden group in 

April due to Easter I but on May 16th the excursion 

will be to Frances Cincotta's Native Plant  Nursery at 

Newstead. 

Indonesian elections:           
Vic Say 5471 1841 

 

Tuesday 22nd April, 2-30 - 5pm:   

We will review the results of the Parliamentary  

elections and look at who can and who will stand 

for President - and at a bit of the history of those 

candidates. 

Having looked at the way the parties are forced to 

be established across the archipelago, so can't be 

based in one region alone, that they must have 30% 

female candidates and that they either need to get 

25% of the national vote or 20% of the seats in the 

lower house of parliament in order to nominate a 

candidate, we will now assess the results. 

We will look at the nature of the parties supported 

in the parliamentary elections to assess whether 

they are Secular? - Islamic? - Bigoted? - Open?  

We will look at which qualify to nominate a candi-

date and which are forced to  form a coalition to 

achieve those percentage demands - please bring 

the sheets from the first session with you so we can 

follow progress in the lead up to the presidential 

election on July 9th.  

 

To end the session I will invite you to stay and 

watch the film, "the Act of Killing". It was highly 

acclaimed but got little attention in the popular 

cinematic universe.  

 

Keep Monday 28th July, 1pm-4pm free to meet to 

assess the presidential election results, there may 

yet be a second round if it has been inconclusive.  

Vic Say addresses Members of the Indonesian Election class before they begin in the Manse Classroom. 
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CLASS NOTES 

Palliative Care, Advance Healthcare 

Directives, Voluntary Euthanasia -  

Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

10-12 pm Thursday 29thMay

(National Palliative Care Week).  

Unitng Church Complex, Lyttleton Street,               

Castlemaine.  

 

Additional enrolments most welcome, contact Vic. 

 
Dr Louisa Hope, local GP with a special      

interest  and training in palliative care who 

worked at the Bendigo Hospice for several 

years, has agreed to spend this time with us. 

 
I am hoping to combine her contribution with some-

one from Dying with Dignity (DWD) and I am also 

looking at the possibility of     having a lawyer    

present and possibly an Exit (voluntary euthanasia) 

representative, but we might end up with separate 

sessions for some of these aspects of the discussion 

depending on the time presenters need and which 

presenters are available and when.  

 

It seems to me that it is important to understand the 

various powers of attorney available: financial - 

medical - guardianship, as well as the various ways 

medical treatment may be  accepted or rejected and 

how it is currently different for existing conditions 

and future conditions.  

 

Notice current decisions by our State government 

regarding these issues. 

 

The Good, the Bad  

and The Excellent:                 

Bev and Philip Orgill 5474 3050 
 

We have completed our initial study of Indian     

director, Satyajit Ray viewing three of his films:  The 

Postmaster, Charulata and Mahanagar. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: there will be no film classes in 

April as they clash with Anzac Day and  

Good Friday. 

 

Classes resume in May on 16th, 23rd and 30th . 

We will be examining Australian cinema and some 

aspects of Australian society: the Good, the Bad and 

the Ugly! 

Satyajit Ray at work 

on the set. 

Mah-jong Class                      
Dick Mack 0411 244 103 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who said you can’t teach old dogs new tricks?  The 

Mah-jong class has been going for only two weeks 

and already some class members have mastered the 

basics, started to think about strategies, and are 

punging and chowing with confidence and enthusi-

asm.  Time to up the stakes by introducing some 

fancy hands – triple knitting, wriggly snake, all  

honour, perhaps someone might even pluck the 

moon from the bottom of the sea! 

Maybe we’ve started a new craze in the district! 

 

Do what you can 

With what you have  

Where you are 
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When Insults Had Class  

 

These glorious insults are from an era before the English language was boiled down to 4-letter words.  

 

The exchange between Churchill & Lady Astor:  

She said, "If you were my husband I'd give you poison."  

He said, "If you were my wife, I'd drink it."  

"He had delusions of adequacy." - Walter Kerr  

"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." - Winston Churchill  

"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure." Clarence Darrow  

"He has never been known to use a word that might send a reader to the dictionary." - William Faulk-

ner (about Ernest Hemingway).  

"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." - Moses Hadas  

"I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it." - Mark Twain  

"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends.." - Oscar Wilde  

"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend.... if you have one." - 

George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill  

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second.... if there is one." - Winston Churchill, in re-

sponse.  

"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing trivial." - Irvin S. Cobb  

"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." - Samuel Johnson  

"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up." - Paul Keating  

"His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork." - Mae West  

"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go.." - Oscar Wilde  

"He has Van Gogh's ear for music." - Billy Wilder  

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn't it." - Groucho Marx  

 

Thanks to Frank Pederick for this contribution. 
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APRIL  2014     U3A Castlemaine 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
  10am Aboriginal 

          History 

10.30am Intuitive 

               Development 

1.30pm Book 

             Discussion 

Group 
1.30pm Bridge 

3pm The American 

         Revolution 

3.30pm Choral 

9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German I 
9.30am Music 
             Appreciation 
10am Art of Colour 
10am Table Tennis 
11am German II 
1.30pm Bridge- 
 Problem Solving 
1.30pm Write On! 
12.15am Italian II 
2pm Mah- Jong 
4pm German Intermedi-

ate 

9.30am History English 
             Language 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness 
           Meditation 
11.30am Astronomy 
1.30 Photography & 
        Digital Imaging 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

1pm Requiem 

7pm Opera – an 

        occasional eve-

ning 

        series 

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 
9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Work-

shop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am Digital 
     Photography Basics 
2pm French l 
2pm French Language 

& Literature 

9.30am Genealogy 

             Online 

10.30am Intuitive 

              Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

3.30pm Choral 

9am Bush Walking 
9.30am German l 
10am Bush Rambling 
10am Art of Colour 
10am Table Tennis 
10.30am Over Eighties 
               Luncheon 
11am German II 
12.15am Italian II 
2pm Understanding 
         Opera                

2pm Mah-Jong 
4pm German Intermedi-

ate 

9.30am Genealogy 
             Online 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Chess 

10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin II 

1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

9am Computer & 
         Internet 
10am English             

Literature 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 

14th 15th 16th 17th Good Friday         

18th 
9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Lets Read a Play 
10.30am Art Work-

shop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am Digital 
     Photography Basics 
1.30pm Latin l 
2pm Australian His-

tory 
2pm French l 
2pm French Language 

& 
        Literature 
2pm Australian His-

tory 

10am Aboriginal 

          History 

10.30am Intuitive 

              Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

1.30pm The Brain that 

changes itself 

3.30pm Choral 

9.30am German I 
10am Table Tennis 
11am German II 
12.15am Italian II 
1.30pm Ballet 
             Appreciation 
1.30pm Write On! 
4pm German Intermediate 
  

9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
11.30am Latin II 

1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

4.30pm Solo Whist 

9am Computer & 

         Internet 

9.30am Good, Bad, 

          Excellent … 

Films 

10am Friday Morning 

          Garden Group 

10am Tai Chi seated 
1pm Requiem 

1.30pm Issues that 

             Concern 

7pm Wagner’s Ring 

         Cycle 

  

Saturday 19th 

12.30pm    Solo 

Group 

  

Easter Monday           

21st 
22nd 23rd 24th Anzac Day                  

25th 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Work-

shop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French III 
11.30am Digital 
     Photography Basics 

10.30am Intuitive 

               Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

2.30pm Indonesian 

Elections 2014 

 3.30pm Choral 

3.30pm Gibraltar 

9am Bush Walking 
10am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German I 
10am Table Tennis 
11am German II 
12.15am Italian II 
4pm German Intermediate 

9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
1.30am Latin II 
1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

4.30pm Solo Whist 

9am Computer & 
         Internet 
9.30am Good, Bad, 
          Excellent … 

Films 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 
2pm Petanque 
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Bunyip ???....photo by Esme Gilbee 

during a bush ramble 

Metropolitan Opera at Theatre Royal in April 

Jules Massenet’s Werther 

NEW PRODUCTION 

10am Saturday 12 & 1pm Sunday 13 April 2014 
 

Conductor: Alain Altinoglu 
Production: Richard Eyre, Rob Howell 
Cast: Jonas Kaufmann, Sophie Koch  

 
Approx running time: 3 hours 15 minutes incl. intermission 

 
Jonas Kaufmann and Met debut French mezzo-soprano Sophie Koch (replacing Elīna Garanča) 
—appear together for the first time at the Met in Massenet’s sublime adaptation of Goethe’s 

revolutionary and tragic romance. It is directed and designed by Richard Eyre and Rob Howell, 
the same team that created the Met’s recent hit production of Carmen. Rising young maestro 

Alain Altinoglu conducts. 
 

28th 29th 30th 
    

9.30am French II 
9.30am Italian I 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a 

Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
11am French lll 
1.30pm Latin l 
2pm French Language 

& 
        Literature 
2pm French l 
2pm Australian History 
3.30pm Robert Frost’s 
             Nature Poetry 

10.30am Intuitive 

               Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

3.30pm Choral 

3.30pm Gibraltar 

9.30am German l 

10am Table Tennis 

11am German ll 

12.15pm Italian ll 

3.30pm Write On 

4pm German 
         Intermediate 

    

An Invitation Rather Than a Plea 

 
People often ask if they can assist with the production 

of the Newsletter. I love doing it all, but in fairness to 

the next Editor I’d like to train someone for the         

following positions. 

 

Collating 

Printing 

Distribution 
 

None of these tasks take up much time but could 

greatly assist the editor. 

 

If you are interested could you contact  

Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 

vkhurley@bigpond.com 


