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Nicholas' Dashboard

Nicholas’ Dashboard
Nicholas Pyers

Past, Present and Future
Our last issue was a massive 101 pages and has 

proven to be our most popular publication to date. Steve 
Welsh’s stunning article on Desktop Pictures in particular 
has generated vast amounts of reader feedback from 
across the globe. And it was interesting to see that many 
of the emails we receive now are digitally signed ;)

This issue will be a lot shorter, and we have 
temporarily dropped a couple of our regular columns 
but we believe you’ll still enjoy the feature articles we’ve 
bought to you this month.

We are excited to announce that we have received 
permission to reprint a couple of the great reviews from 
the MacNN site in each issue of the Spotlight and we 
send a huge thank you out to Ilene Ho!man over at 
MacNN for making this possible.

This issue was out a little later than we originally 
planned for, but decided to hold it back when we knew 
about the “March 2” media event… one of the bene"ts 
of a digital publication—we don’t have "t in printer or 
postal schedules ;)

The next issue should be out early May, but as always 
the best to stay informed as soon as new issue is released 
is to subscribe to our free Spotlight-Announce mailing 
list.

New Editor-in-Chief
It is with great pleasure that I announce we have new 

Editor-in-Chief for the AppleUsers Spotlight.
Their primary role initially will be to help keep the 

page count down to a manageable level for the Design 
Team. The 101 pages of the last issue certainly stretched 
their resources.

Most readers will already be familiar with her helpful 
tips for Pages and Keynote and I know more than a few 
of you have tried her delicious recipes. Yes, our new 
Editor-in-Chief is none other than Pam Doughty and we 
welcome her into her new role with us.

http://www.macnn.com/review/
http://www.appleusers.org/lists/
http://www.appleusers.org/lists/
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Back to school with your Mac
Paul Scott 

T he "rst app I want to talk about is one to help study 
for the big tests. Cram for the Mac from Simple Leap 
software is sure to get you into the test studying 

groove. Cram for the Mac is a great study aid for students 
preparing for tests. Once you enter the questions and 
answers from a study guide or download a test "le 
from the Cram Test Portal or Quizlet sites you can take 
a test or make #ash cards to help prepare for a test. The 
User Interface has a simple layout and is very clear. The 
new test button allows you to create your own test and 
randomize the order questions are asked and randomize 
the multiple choices. You can also select a timed test if 
you need.

Once you create your test you can edit the questions. 
This is where you add your multiple choice questions, 
answers, and any photos or sounds to your questions. Be 
careful when uploading photos for tests there is no zoom 
or adjustment features within the test so always make 
sure your image is large enough to be legible when you 
insert it into a test.

The Flash card interface is clever and looks just like a 
standard #ash card with a button to #ip the card over and 
view the answer. Forward and back arrow buttons allow 
the user to move thorough the cards. The movement 
through the cards is complete with a sound of #ash cards 
being #ipped. The buttons on this screen could be a little 
clearer by being labeled and a shu$e option would be 
nice.

Cram also has a feature to export your tests to 
your iPod touch or iPhone. Transfers occur between 
with apps via wi" and you can choose multiple tests 
to move for study while you are away from your 
computer. I like where Simple Media is heading with 
Cram and I can’t wait to see what they do on the iPad. 
iPad seems like a natural platform for studying for tests. 
Cram can also monitor your progress as you take your 
tests over again you can see your high score, number 
of tests attempted and your average score to allow you 
to track your progress.

Taking tests feels like you are taking an online test 
like you would use when working on certi"cations. 
The interface is clean and uncluttered allowing you to 
focus on the question and answer. At the end of the 
test you are shown how you answered each question 
and what the correct answer is. Your score is displayed 
on the face of your tests thumbnail.

The CramTest Portal is a site where you can 
download Cram tests from other users. Cram also 
support downloads from www.quizlet.com as a 
source for tests. The tests are not vetted for accuracy 
or completeness so use at your own risk. Several I 
downloaded asked me to look at an image to answer 
the question where no image was attached. I would 
suggest building your own tests or sharing tests with 
others in your class that might be using Cram to study.

http://www.simpleleap.com/cram/mac.htm
http://www.quizlet.com


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 12, February/March 2011 5

Back to school with your Mac

Cram is an excellent app for teachers 
to create quizzes to give to students 
as study guides or perhaps an in class 
study game. Currently there is not a lot of 
software out there that does what Cram 
does and I haven’t seen any others that 
connect with a database to share tests. 
If Simple Leap software can work with 
Apple, Microsoft, Comp/TIA and others to 
create tests that are accurate they have 
a winner of a product. I have subscribed 
to services that charge US$100 a year 
to study for certi"cation tests and the 
software is poorly written, only available 
on Windows or just not very accurate.

Cram is cheaper, well written, and 
in"nitely more useful than the online 
services I have seen. At US$29.99 for the 
Mac app and US$3.99 for the iPhone app 
it isn’t a bad deal. Although it would be 
nice to see discounts for volume licensing 
for schools who may want to deploy 
Cram and a server component to manage 
tests. Overall SimpleLeap is on the right 
track and have a great app with huge 
potential.

Head on over to the Simple Leap 
Software site and get your copy just in 
time to head back to school.

The second app I want to talk about is Circus Ponies Notebook version 3. We all need 
to take notes in class and Circus Ponies Notebook is the fastest and most powerful way to 
do that. Notebook looks just like a notebook when you open it. You can create tabs and 
have index pages already prebuilt and update as you type. You can attach sticky notes 
to pages, draw, copy images, web links, even attach PDF’s right into your notebook. I 
create a notebook for each of my classes and I can search using the notebook multidex 
or spotlight right from my OS X desktop. Sitting in classes or even in meetings Notebook 
has a feature that will allow you to record audio while you are taking notes. As you add 
bullet points a small speaker appears next to the bullet so you can jump right to the 
point in the audio recording when you typed that note. It is great for recording lectures 
or taking meeting minutes.

If you have a digitizer tablet Notebook also support hand writing recognition. You can 
also get handwriting recognition with inklet and a pogostylus from tenonedesign. (Note: 
after talking to tenonedesign it was determined there was some confusion regarding 
the website and handwriting recognition does NOT work in Notebook at this time. You 
can still draw diagrams and write but it isn't converted to text. Hopefully Tenonedesign 
will correct this in the future. The link I provided from Amazon o!ers the bundle for a 
US$12.00 discount. Notebook is an extremely #exible application that can be used in 
as many ways as a user can think up. It is a little daunting at "rst with the large number 
of options that are available but once you get started and check out a tutorial or two 
you will "nd how Notebook can best work for you. There is no wrong way to use it, just 
the best way for you. Screencasts online has a well done video showing us how to use 
notebook. It is worth checking out at www.screencastsonline.com.

So we ended up with a few good 
recommendations this week and none 
of them break the bank. We have Cram 
for the Mac at US$29.99, Cram for 
the iPhone/iPod Touch for US$3.99, 
Notebook for US$49.99 or US$29.99 for 
students, and inklet and pogo stylus 
for US$29.43 with shipping. Last but 
not least don’t forget to check out 
Screencasts online to teach you how to 
use some of your new apps especially if 
you are new to the Mac. A membership 
to www.screencastsonline.com is just 
US$57.00 for three months.

Enjoy your school year, study hard 
enjoy your Mac, and if you are studying 
programming on the Mac and think you 
have a cool app to share with my readers 
let me know:

paultscott@gmail.com
I will check it out and I just might 

review it on my blog. Thank-you to 
SimpleLeap Software for providing me 
with a copy of Cram to test out for this 
review. Notebook, inklet and pogo stylus 
I purchased myself for school and daily 
use. I have been a fan of Don McAllister 
and Screencastsonline for some time. 
Keep up the good work.

http://www.simpleleap.com/
http://amzn.to/bYSrrb
http://www.tenonedesign.com/
http://www.screencastsonline.com/
http://www.screencastsonline.com/
mailto:paulscott%40gmail.com?subject=Back%20to%20School%20%28AppleUsers%20Spotlight%29
http://www.geekculture.com/
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http://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/site/page.cfm


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 12, February/March 2011 7

‘Adjust Image’ in iWork

‘Adjust Image’ in iWork
Pam Doughty

W hy can’t I apply Adjust Image to a shape I created in Pages? Also I can use it with 
some of the images I have placed in my document but not all of them!

Our images may be jpegs, ti!s and often PDF "les but Pages does not tell us that 
Adjust Images is not available with every type of image.

There is a way around the problem — you will need to try it for yourself to see if the 
results are satisfactory.

Solution for PDF Files
Opened the "le in Preview then select Save As... give it a name but a type other than 

PDF. Try PNG as that will probably give you an image of reasonable quality.
Once the PNG "le is added to your Pages, or other iWork document, you will be able 

to use Adjust Image.

Solution for iWork Shapes
You may have guessed by now that it is Preview to the rescue again.
This time select File>Print and from the PDF drop-down button (near the bottom of 

the dialogue box) select Open PDF in Preview. Preview will show the entire page but 
you can select just the area you want to adjust with the Select tool. (A rectangle with 
dotted outline).

Once you have your selection choose File>Copy then while still using Preview choose 
File>New from Clipboard.

Now Save As... and once again try PNG as the "le type.

Grouped Shapes
Shapes created in iWork documents can be given shadows and re#ections. Perhaps 

you have one shape or text box on top of another shape as shown here. The top example 
shows individual items with their re#ections. If I group the shapes the Re#ection option is 
no longer available. The work-around, via Preview, was used so that the resulting image 
can be given a re#ection as shown in the lower image.



AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 12, February/March 2011 8

AppleUsers Contest for February 2011

AppleUsers Contest for April 2011

APRIL’S PRIZE POOL
We have a great selection of prizes available again;

 1 x MacBundles (whatever the current bundle is 
available at time of the contest closing, or if there isn’t 
an active bundle, the next available bundle will be 
provided)

 1 x Learn O%ce 2011 for Mac OS X (Published by Apress)
 1 x Taking Your iPhoto ‘11 to the Max (Published by Apress)
 1 x Take Control of Easy Mac Backups
 1 x Take Control of iWeb ’09
 1 x Take Control of Media on your iPad, Second Editon
 1 x Take Control of Fonts in Snow Leopard
 5 x Squiz Card packs (each pack consisting of 50 Squiz 

Cards and a Squiz Dispenser)
Details about each individual prize can be found on the 
Contest Entry Page on the AppleUsers.org website.

HOW TO ENTER
Entering the AppleUsers Spotlight Contest is simple. 
Simply click on the link found below, enter in your name, 
suburb and email address, along with this month’s magic 
word and click Submit.
You also need to a resident of Australia and aged 13 or 
older to enter.
That’s it — you’re now entered into this month’s contest.

www.appleusers.org/contest

CONTEST CLOSES: 5pm AEST, April 29, 2011

April’s Magic Word is
“iPad 2”

Enter Feb/Mar 2011’s Contest
SUBSCRIBERS–Only Draw
Subscribe to the AppleUsers Spotlight-Announce 

Mailing List, to "nd out what the prize in the Subscribers 
Only Draw will be, and to get the Magic Word you’ll need 
to enter.

December 2010’s Winners
The Winners of December’s contest were;

 TheMacBundles: I Little of Leopold, VIC.
 Mac Programming for Absolute Beginners (Published 

by Apress): D Bogsanyi of Macgregor, ACT.
 The Essential Guide to HTML5 (Published by Apress): 

A Deschepper of Glen Iris, VIC.
 Take Control of Your Paperless O%ce: J Boyle of 

Denistone West, NSW.
 Take Control of Safari 5: G Brooke of Isaacs, ACT.
 Take Control of iPhone and iPod touch Networking & 

Security, iOS 4 Edition: T Trim of Kuranda, QLD.
 Take Control of MobileMe: A Ozols of Elsternwick, VIC.
 5 x Squiz Card packs (each pack consisting of 50 Squiz 

Cards and a Squiz Dispenser): R McKinlay of Leopold, 
VIC; D Harverson of Fisher, ACT; J Charles of Margate, 
QLD, C Morris of Cooma, NSW; G Lowen of Kurunjang, 
VIC.

Congratulations to all our winners from the 
last issue’s contest and best of luck to you all 
this month.

April’s Magic Word is: iPad 2

http://www.appleusers.org/contest
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/februarymarch-2011-contest/
http:www.appleusers.org/lists/
http:www.appleusers.org/lists/
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/feb-2011-contest/
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/february-2010-contest/


http://www.themacbundles.com
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Cool Products at Macworld 2011
Adam C. Engst, Tonya Engst, Je! Carlson & Glenn Fleishman

F ace it, we can talk about how useful Macworld 2011 
was in terms of education and business networking 
(and that’s true), but a huge part of the enjoyment 

of Macworld Expo is seeing cool new products. Or really 
strange products. Either way, here are our picks for the 
best, the worst, and the silliest products, and those things 
that just tickled our fancy in one way or another.

Best Way to Retrieve Files from Home
Local network-attached storage devices seem like a 

great idea, but can be frustrating when you’re travelling. 
Dane-Elec thinks it has found a good solution for local 
and remote access with its myDitto, a plug-and-play 
network drive that also uses USB keys to restrict local and 
remote access to only those people who are authorized. 
Geared toward home and small business users with 
an introductory price of just US$139.99 for 500 GB of 
storage, the myDitto could store all sorts of shared "les—
music, documents, photos, and the like—among a family. 
Attaching the USB key to a computer anywhere on the 
network or Internet establishes a secure connection 
to access the "les. An iOS app is also available for 
connecting to the myDitto using an iPhone, iPad, or iPod 
touch. Two hard drive sleds in the back enable you to 
increase the device’s storage capacity to up to 4 TB. [JLC]
my-ditto.com

Best Imitation of a Marsupial
If you think the Teletubby look is #attering, Alphyn 

Industries o!ers a polar #eece pullover with a kangaroo 
iPad pocket in front. Zipped up, it’s secure, and the iPad 
inside will also protect you from being punched in the 
stomach. Unzip it, and you have a little shelf for your iPad. 
It’s called the PADX-1 LEDGE Wearcom and costs US$285. 
Really. Perfect for reading while walking (or standing in 
line for the next iPad!). Just watch out for cars. [GF]
Alphynind

Alphyn’s PADX-1 LEDGE Wearcom

http://my-ditto.com/
http://my-ditto.com/
http://alphynind.com/padx1-ledge-wearcom-pullover/
http://alphynind.com/padx1-ledge-wearcom-pullover/
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Sleekest iPhone Car Mount
We’ve been unimpressed by most solutions for 

mounting an iPhone in a car; they’re usually ugly or hard 
to use, and the last one we tried worked "ne for the iPhone 
3GS but wouldn’t hold the iPhone 4. The US$34.99 Tetrax 
XWAY solves the problem neatly, by providing a screw-
tightened clamp that attaches to car vents, and a small 
X-shaped mount with four magnets in the center. (There’s 
also the FIXWAY version that you can stick anywhere with 
adhesive.) You attach another tiny rare-earth magnet 
to your iPhone or case—or to any other gadget like a 
standalone GPS navigator—and mounting your iPhone 
becomes merely a matter of letting the magnets grab 
onto each other. Tetrax is Italian, and their Web site doesn’t 
do a great job of explaining all this in English (check out 
the pictures in the Applications page instead), but I’ll be 
buying a couple of these for our cars. The smaller FIX, GEO, 
and EGO models will technically work with the iPhone, but 
aren’t as stable as the XWAY. (For those with small children 
around, be careful that the magnets can’t be loosened and 
swallowed; they’re dangerous when allowed inside the 
body.) [ACE]
Tetrax XWAY

Least Comprehensible Use of Space
The New York Times had not one, but two booths, 

neither of which had anything particularly interesting to 
o!er. A smaller booth was selling print subscriptions, while 
a larger booth in a central location seemed devoted to 
demoing the company’s free iPad and iPhone/iPod touch 
apps. The New York Times will soon switch to charging for 
full access online and via mobile apps; perhaps the booth 
was booked in anticipation of that happening before the 
show. [GF]
New York Times

Best Way to Stabilize iPhone Movies
The iPhone 4 is a surprisingly good video recorder, 

but like all small video cameras, it’s prone to vibration as 
you shoot handheld. iMovie on the Mac can compensate 
for camera shake, but there’s no such facility in the iMovie 
iOS app. Creaceed’s Movie Stiller app (US$2.99) applies 
image stabilization to any video you’ve shot and stored in 
your photo library. After a clip has been analyzed, Movie 
Stiller o!ers controls for how much stabilization to apply, 
and can then export the "nished video as a new movie to 
the Photo Library. Movie Stiller also works on the iPhone 
3GS and fourth-generation iPod touch. [JLC]
Creaceed’s Movie Stiller

Best Impression of a Desk Phone
AltiGen’s US$149 iFusion was at "rst inexplicable. Why 

would you want to plug your iPhone into a deskset with a 
corded receiver? In a home, it makes little sense, but in an 
o%ce, the iPhone gains a charging dock that doubles as 
a speakerphone, while providing a comfortable handset. 
The iFusion can also play music through its built-in 
speakers or output it through an audio jack. The handset 
is paired via Bluetooth, so the phone doesn’t need to be 
docked to use the handset. The "rm is accepting pre-
orders in black _and_ white! [GF]
iFusion

Hottest Product (While In Use)
Although the booth had nary a functioning grill or 

oven on the premises to give a real demo—a cold grill 
was on site—Macworld Expo attendees still mobbed 
the iGrill booth to "nd out what it was all about. The 
US$99.99 iGrill includes a temperature probe that you 
stick into meat, and a wire that connects the probe to 
a display unit with a wireless transmitter for nearby 
monitoring with a remote device on which you set 
temperature and time alarms. Many standard digital 
thermometers also have such features, including wireless 
connections. What’s di!erent about the iGrill is that its 
remote device is your iPhone, iPod touch, or iPad, on 
which you run the free iGrill app. Using a Bluetooth 
connection, the app’s attractive interface allows you to 
monitor your roast’s temperature in Fahrenheit or Celsius, 
set time and temperature alarms, and get an estimate of 
how much cooking time remains. The app also includes 
recipes and tips. [TJE]
iGrill Inc

iGrill

http://www.tetrax.com/us/products/iphone-ipod/tetrax-xway
http://www.tetrax.com/us/products/iphone-ipod/tetrax-xway
http://www.tetrax.com/us/applications
http://www.tetrax.com/us/products/iphone-ipod/tetrax-xway
http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/the-new-york-times-company/id284862086
http://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/the-new-york-times-company/id284862086
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/movie-stiller/id397583851?mt=8
http://www.creaceed.com/elasty/iphone/
http://thefusionphone.com/features.html
http://thefusionphone.com/features.html
http://www.igrillinc.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/igrill/id400796680?mt=8
http://www.igrillinc.com/
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Tastiest App (When Used Properly)
Remember when computer companies marketed 

personal computers for storing and recalling cooking 
recipes? (These ads were usually targeted at women 
who, presumably, had no technological needs outside 
the kitchen. Sigh.) Although laptops have come closer 
to being true “kitchen computers,” the iPad may be the 
ideal "t: no keyboard to get in the way or accumulate 
food particles, and it can be mounted on vertical 
surfaces (like the refrigerator, using a ModulR case and 
bracket), or placed in a stand. As I was browsing the 
mobile applications area of the show #oor, the soon-to-
be-released Appetites app caught my eye. Rather than 
present a database of recipes, Appetites uses videos of 
food bloggers explaining how to cook a dish from the 
viewer’s perspective. So, not only can you know how 
much of a pomegranate to use, but also see how to chop 
it up. (The recipes are also available without the video 
follow-along, too.) Unfortunately, the company behind 
Appetites, Clear Media, doesn’t yet show anything about 
the app on their Web site (total marketing failure, go back 
two squares), so you can’t get a sense of how beautifully 
designed the app is until Apple approves it for the App 
Store, hopefully soon. [JLC]
ModulR

Most Control over iPad Gaming
Apple doesn’t o!er haptic feedback on its devices 

yet, where there’s a physical response to a digital action, 
like pressing a virtual key on a keyboard and feeling 
a click. Haptics may be the future, but a set of simple 
plastic widgets with suction cups provide the sensation 
of feedback without complicated electronics. Ten One 
Design’s Fling is a joystick-like controller for the iPad 
(US$19.95 for one or US$29.95 for a pair). A rubber 

button is mounted on a spiral of plastic that has two 
suction cups attached. Many games use touch-based 
joystick controls—the company says there are about 100 
of those, which it lists on its Web site. Center the Fling 
over the on-screen joystick controller, and you’re good to 
go. It seemed silly until I played an Asteroids-like game 
and the entire convention center disappeared. The Fling 
more fully immersed me, and faster than I would have 
thought possible. Plastics! If Fling (and the inevitable 
copycats) catch on, game designers could test against 
the controllers to improve the experience. [GF]
Ten One Design

Ten One Design’s Fling

Cheesiest Costumes, in an Unnecessary Way
The biggest surprise at this year’s show was the 

display of hired pulchritude and branded derrieres. 
That’s right: after a number of years in which companies 
were somehow able to attract show-goers to their 
booths without appealing to baser instincts, a number 
of exhibitors brought in attractive women and dressed 
them in skin-tight tube dresses that required constant 
adjusting. One exhibitor even put their product name 

across the chest and their booth number in a strategic 
position on the back, and had the women walk around 
as human billboards. It was impossible not to notice 
whenever they went by, but our main thought was, “They 
look cold.” (We were right—one of them even acquired 
a pair of pink iPhone-compatible gloves after the "rst 
day.) Come on, exhibitors! This is a professional show, and 
we heard both from annoyed female professionals and 
from guys who were creeped out by the thought of their 
daughters in such a role. [ACE]

Cheesiest Costumes, in the Nicest Possible 
Way

Codeweavers avoided booth babes in favor of 
booth impersonators, promoting its CrossOver Mac 
software (standard US$39.95, professional US$69.95) 
that enables emulation of Windows applications without 
a full virtualized copy of Windows running. Ladies and 
gentlemen: Elvis has left the booth. [GF]
CrossOver Mac

CrossOver Impersonators

http://www.modulr.com/
http://www.modulr.com/
http://tenonedesign.com/fling
http://tenonedesign.com/fling
http://www.codeweavers.com/products/cxmac/
http://www.codeweavers.com/products/cxmac/
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Fastest Time to Mindshare
The fellows behind the Glif, Tom Gerhardt 

and Dan Provost, had a small booth where 
they demonstrated and sold their iPhone 
tripod mount adapter. The US$20 adapter 
snaps on to an iPhone 4, and contains a 
standard threaded bushing, allowing the 
phone to be used with any tripod. The adapter 
also works freestanding as a sort of kickstand. 
The Glif went from idea to reality in the space 
of a few months, raising over US$135,000 
through crowdfunding, and changing the 
lives of these young designers. I wrote about 
them a couple times at the Economist’s 
Babbage blog during their creative journey, 
and their story was written up around the 
world. Seeing them on the Macworld show 
#oor was a treat. [GF]
the Glif

Best Way to Clean Your iPad 
Screen Without Newspaper

The folks at LensPen, who make a 
variety of screen- and lens-cleaning 
products, gave non-stop demos of the 
SideKick, a new touchscreen-cleaning 
device. The SideKick looks and feels like 
a small, smooth chocolate bar. You split 
it in half, and a carbon-laden cleaning 
pad on a short handle pops out. Run the 
pad over an iPad screen and the carbon 
soaks up the "ngerprint oils. When you 
"nish, you put the pad back into the 
case, which also somehow reconditions 
it. You reportedly get about 150 uses 
per pad. I tried the SideKick on my iPad, 
and it worked well. The LensPen booth 
rep claimed the SideKick is based on 
the same chemistry employed when 
you clean a window with a wadded-
up newspaper, but I found newspaper 
signi"cantly more awkward and slow to 
use. I can’t "nd anything about the new 
SideKick on the LensPen Web site, though 
the company does mention it on their 
Facebook page. If you want a SideKick 
but missed the opportunity to buy it at 
Macworld Expo, you’ll have to look for it 
through distributors a little later this year. 
The price should be around US$20 for the 
device plus one extra pad. [TJE]
LensPen

Greatest Live Performance of Songs about Apple
During the lunch hour on Saturday, I happened on the Rock Cookie Bottom, a band 

led by Jonathan Mann, performing in the lobby area of the second #oor of Moscone 
West. I thought, huh, novelty act, as they sang about Steve Wozniak (link is to music video 
version). But after a moment, I realized I was in the presence of great humor and talent. 
The band rocked, and their lyrics were hilarious. Mann has been writing a song a day for 
nearly three years, and he apparently hasn’t lost his knack for catchy, fun lyrics. [GF]
Rock Cookie Bottom

Rock Bottom Cookies

Rock Bottom Cookies on YouTube

http://www.theglif.com/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/danprovost/glif-iphone-4-tripod-mount-and-stand
http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2010/10/small-scale_production
http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2010/10/small-scale_production
http://www.theglif.com/
http://www.lenspen.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/LensPen/107122149356364
http://www.lenspen.com/
http://www.rockcookiebottom.com/
http://www.rockcookiebottom.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FzuZdZLt54
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Smallest Projectors
Two companies were showing iPad-, iPhone-, and iPod touch-compatible pico 

projectors, which are a relatively new category of display. A pico projector uses one 
of several alternatives to standard projection bulbs, and run cool. Pico projectors are 
designed to be much smaller than the units you see in conference rooms, but they 
can produce a passable large image in a dark room, and often a good small image in a 
lighted room. The brightly lit show #oor is a tricky place to view such projections, and 
both devices were impressive in those conditions. Microvision revealed its US$399.99 
Showwx+, which connects via a dock cable. The US$479 Neo-i from Optoma is larger, 
working as a docking station with speakers that can play music or project from its built-in 
pico system, as well as provide VGA and HDMI video output. You can watch a demo of 
the Neo-i from Macworld. Both rely on iOS’s built-in video output options; no apps or 
tweaking is required. [GF]
Microvision Showwx+
Optoma Neo-i
Hands-on with the Neo-i

Real Product That Sounds Most Like a Parody
You’ve tried slicing, you’ve tried dicing, but you’ve never tried sticking a television on 

your head! Now you can! The US$29.95 TV Hat was the goo"est product we saw on the 
show #oor. It’s a hat-based mount for an iPod touch or iPhone designed to shade the 
screen from light and place it far enough away to focus your eyes through a special lens. 
None of us could bring ourselves to try it, possibly because of its “As seen on TV” badge. 
Or because we were afraid someone would take our picture while we were testing it. It’s 
that silly looking. [GF]
TV Hat

http://www.microvision.com/showwx/
http://www.optomausa.com/Product_detail.asp?product_id=547
http://www.microvision.com/showwx/
http://www.optomausa.com/Product_detail.asp?product_id=547
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I95KblPjMRI
https://www.buytvhatnow.com/flare/next
https://www.buytvhatnow.com/flare/next
http://www.widebaytechnology.com.au
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EPUBReader Displays EPUBs in Firefox
Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com>

W ith Apple's release of the iBooks app and the 
iBookstore, EPUB-formatted ebooks have 
become increasingly prevalent. Surprisingly, 

though, there aren't many good ways to read an EPUB 
other than iBooks, especially if all you want is a quick look 
on your Mac.

O'Reilly Labs hosts Threepress's online Bookworm 
service, but it requires uploading a book and storing 
it online, which may be more e!ort than you want to 
expend, and the same is true of Ibis Reader, written by 
some of the same people. There's also a cross-platform, 
open-source application called Calibre that can convert 
and display EPUBs, but it's clunky and awkward to use. 
And there's a version of Stanza for the Mac, but unlike the 
Stanza iOS app, the Mac version strips all formatting and 
graphics from an EPUB, rendering some titles unreadable. 
Lastly, there's Adobe Digital Editions, an Adobe AIR-based 
application that's designed in part to help deal with 
DRM-protected ebook "les across multiple machines; it's 
not terrible, but I'm not a big fan.
http://bookworm.oreilly.com/
http://ibisreader.com/
http://calibre-ebook.com/
http://www.lexcycle.com/desktop
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/

So I was happy to run across EPUBReader, a 
free add-on for the Firefox Web browser (whether 
running on the Mac, Windows, or Linux).

Although most Firefox add-ons modify the Web 
experience in some way, EPUBReader simply takes 
advantage of Firefox's rendering engine to provide 
a custom display of an EPUB's contents within a 
Firefox window or tab. (Remember, EPUB "les are 
XHTML and CSS inside a Zip archive.)
http://www.epubread.com/

To install EPUBReader in Firefox, click the Add 
to Firefox button on the EPUBReader home page; 
you'll have to restart Firefox to complete the 
installation.

EPUBReader tweaks Firefox's settings so clicking a .epub "le 
on a Web page downloads it, processes it, and displays it. You 
can also drop a local EPUB "le on Firefox's window, or double-
click one, if you change the Open With application for .epub to 
Firefox in an EPUB's Get Info window in the Finder.

Unlike downloaded PDF "les that you view in a Web 
browser and then "lose" once you close the tab containing 
the "le, EPUBs downloaded or displayed by EPUBReader are 
kept in local storage called ePub-Catalog, which you can 
access from Firefox's Tools menu, the Bookmarks menu (at the 
bottom of the list), or via a button at the bottom of any EPUB 
you're reading. Even better, the ePub-Catalog window has a 
pop-up menu listing a few sites from which you can download 
additional EPUB-formatted titles.

EPUBReader Private Catalog

http://bookworm.oreilly.com
http://ibisreader.com
http://calibre-ebook.com
http://www.lexcycle.com/desktop
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/
http://www.epubread.com/
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EPUBReader Feedbooks Catalog

Once you have an EPUB open within EPUBReader, 
the mechanics of reading it are nicely obvious. The table 
of contents appears in a resizable pane on the left side 
of the window and the actual book appears in the right 
side. Clicking an item in the table of contents displays 
the associated content on the right, and if there are 
navigation links within the content, clicking them moves 
you around in the text as well.
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Content displayed in EPUBReader

Most EPUBs will have their own formatting, speci"ed 
by internal CSS "les, but if you prefer, you can modify a 
number of display options in EPUBReader's preferences. 
In the table of contents, you can set the background 
and link colors, along with font and font size. The same 
background color and font options are available for the 
content, along with margin width and minimum column 
width. And if you just want to change the font size, a pair 
of buttons are available for increasing and decreasing 
size. (Oddly, Firefox's Zoom In command also works for 
increasing the size of all the text - table of contents and 
the actual book text. But the Zoom Out command works 
only on the book content pane unless you "rst click in the 
table of contents pane.)

Other buttons let you access the ePub-Catalog 
window, save the "le to a separate location on your hard 
disk, and set a bookmark (although I couldn't "gure out 
how the bookmark feature worked). Finally, a pair of big 
green buttons lets you jump to the previous and next 
chapters. All of these commands are also available as 
keyboard shortcuts (Control-click the toolbar to access a 
menu that lets you display the keyboard shortcuts; you 
can also hide the toolbar entirely this way).

There's no question that EPUBReader's interface 
elements are ugly - no Macintosh developer would be 
caught dead using such awful buttons - but for normal 
usage, EPUBReader gets out of the way and just displays 
an EPUB with a clickable table of contents. And whether 
I'm checking the EPUB version of one of our Take Control 
ebooks or taking a quick look at something I've found 
online or been sent, a quick click or drag to Firefox is all 
that's necessary to load the EPUB in EPUBReader.
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What is Growl?
Paul Scott

G rowl is a way for Mac applications to tell you 
what they are doing without getting in the 
users way. Programs like Chax, Skype, Yahoo 

Messenger,Adium, Firefox, Thunderbird, Spam Sieve, 
NetNewsWire, Reader Noti"er, Cyberduck, Transmit, 
EyeTV, VLC, Pandora Boy, and many more. All of these 
apps need to notify the user about events and Growl is a 
framework developers can use to send messages to the 
user.

From the users perspective Growl is a System 
Preference Pane that is automatically installed when the 
user installs an app that uses Growl. Once you open the 
Growl Preference pane you will "nd options that allow 
you to customize how you wish to be noti"ed. Do you 
want Growl in your menu bar? Do you want noti"cations 
to stay on screen until you acknowledge them after you 
have been away for a period of time? What section of 
the screen do you want your notices to appear? In the 
Applications tab you will see a list of applications that 
support Growl and enable or disable Growl notices on 
a per application basis. You can also click Con"gure and 
specify what notices you want and how you want them 
displayed on a per application basis.

In the Display Options tab the user can choose what 
the notices look like when they appear. Do you want your 
notices with a Smoke look, to be spoken, or perhaps look 
like an iCal notice. Growl even supports OS9 style notices 
if that is what you prefer.

In the network tab you can opt to have Growl 
noti"cations sent from one computer to another. For 
instance if you have a Mac server at home and set it to 
transcode a DVD into an iTunes format to watch on your 
Apple TV. When the transcoding is done the Handbrake 
application will notify Growl and Growl will notify the 
Mac server it is running on and your Mac laptop over the 
network. So you can be aware the job is done without 
even being in the room. Growl also makes an iPhone app 
that uses Push noti"cation to let you know when your 
computer receives a Growl noti"cation.

This allows you queue up things for your computer to 
do and notify you when the job is done while you are out 
and about. This gives application developers a great way 
of providing messages to their application users and the 
users a #exible way to manage noti"cations and decide 
when and where they want to get those noti"cations. 
Growl is useful for everyone from the novice to the 
professional. As a novice you have to do nothing and 
Growl just works. For those who can’t resist customizing 
or for someone who wants to be noti"ed of events in a 
particular way it is highly con"gurable and customizable.

So that is Growl in a nutshell. Feel free to get in and 
try di!erent settings and "gure out what is right for you. 
For more information on Growl or to download Growl 
visit http://growl.info/ and download the latest version.

Credits
Paul Scott is an IT Systems Engineer based in Las 

Vegas, and he is your host and resident Mac Geek over at 
The Mac Guy blog.

Currently Paul is taking iPhone Programming and 
Web Development Classes and started his quest to get 
his Apple Certi"cations— So far having completed the 
Apple Product Professional Certi"cation and the Apple 
Certi"ed Associate Mac Integration 10.6

In 2010 he was elected President of the Las Vegas Mac 
Users Group. For the two years prior to that I had served 
as Vice-President and WebMaster of the club.

This article was originally published at http://blog.
macguy.info/2010/09/what-is-growl.html

http://www.ksuther.com/chax/
http://www.skype.com/
http://messenger.yahoo.com/
http://messenger.yahoo.com/
http://adium.im/
http://getfirefox.com/
http://www.mozillamessaging.com/en-US/thunderbird/
http://c-command.com/spamsieve/
http://netnewswireapp.com/
http://download.cnet.com/HP-2000C/3000-2116_4-15500.html?tag=vtredir
http://cyberduck.ch/
http://panic.com/transmit/
http://www.elgato.com/
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/
http://code.google.com/p/pandoraboy/
http://growl.info/
http://www.macguy.info/
http://www.lvmug.com
http://www.lvmug.com
http://blog.macguy.info/2010/09/what-is-growl.html
http://blog.macguy.info/2010/09/what-is-growl.html


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 12, February/March 2011 19

What's New—Mac

Apple Releases Developer Preview of Mac OS X Lion

L ast February, Apple released a developer preview 
of Mac OS X Lion, which takes some of the best 
ideas from iPad and brings them back to the 

Mac for the eighth major release of the world s most 
advanced operating system. Lion features Mission 
Control, an innovative new view of everything running 
on your Mac; Launchpad, a new home for all your Mac 
apps; full screen apps that use the entire Mac display; 
and new Multi-Touch gestures. Lion also includes the 
Mac App Store , the best place to discover, install and 
automatically update Mac apps. The Lion preview is 
available to Mac Developer Program members through 
the Mac App Store today, and the "nal version of Lion will 
ship to customers this winter (Southern Hemisphere).

“The iPad has inspired a new generation of innovative 
features in Lion,” said Philip Schiller, Apple’s senior 
vice president of Worldwide Product Marketing. 
“Developers are going to love Mission Control and 
Launchpad, and can now start adding great new Lion 
features like full screen, gestures, Versions and Auto 
Save to their own apps.”

Mission Control is a powerful, entirely new feature 
that uni"es Exposé®, Dashboard, Spaces®, and full 
screen apps to give you a bird’s eye view of every app 
and window running on your Mac. With a simple swipe, 
your desktop zooms out to display your open windows 
grouped by app, thumbnails of your full screen apps 
as well as your Dashboard, and allows you to instantly 
navigate anywhere with a click.

Mission Control uni"es Exposé, Dashboard and Spaces

Launchpad makes it easier than ever to "nd and 
launch any app. With a single click, Launchpad displays 
all your Mac apps in a stunning full screen layout where 
you can launch, re-order or organise apps into folders. 
You can also arrange apps into multiple pages and swipe 
between them.

Lion brings the full screen experience that iPad users 
love to the Mac. With one click, your application window 
goes full screen, taking advantage of your Mac’s brilliant 

display. You can swipe from one full screen window to 
another and even back to your Desktop or Dashboard.

New Multi-Touch gestures and #uid animations give 
you a natural and intuitive way to interact with your Mac. 
New gestures include pinching your "ngers to zoom in 
on a web page or image, swiping left or right to turn a 
page or switch between full screen apps and swiping up 
to enter Mission Control.
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Lion also includes the Mac App Store

Lion also includes the Mac App Store, where you 
can "nd great new apps, buy them with your iTunes® 
account, and download and install them in just one step. 
Apps purchased from the Mac App Store are installed 
directly into Launchpad.

Additional features in Lion include:
 a new version of Mail, with an elegant, widescreen 

layout inspired by the iPad; Conversations, which 
automatically groups related messages into one easy 
to read timeline; more powerful search; and support 
for Microsoft Exchange 2010;

 AirDrop, a remarkably simple way to copy "les 
wirelessly from one Mac to another with no setup;

 Versions, which automatically saves successive 
versions of your document as you create it, and gives 
you an easy way to browse, edit and even revert to 
previous versions;

 Resume, which conveniently brings your apps back 
exactly how you left them when you restart your Mac 
or quit and relaunch an app;

 Auto Save, which automatically saves your documents 
as you work;

 the all new FileVault, that provides high performance 
full disk encryption for local and external drives, 
and the ability to wipe data from your Mac 
instantaneously; and

 Mac OS X Lion Server, which makes setting up a server 
easier than ever and adds support for managing Mac 
OS X Lion, iPhone®, iPad and iPod touch® devices.

http://www.squizcards.com
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Apple Updates MacBook Pro 
with Next Generation Processors, Graphics & Thunderbolt I/O Technology

Late February, Apple® updated the industry-leading 
MacBook® Pro family with next generation processors 
and graphics, high-speed Thunderbolt I/O technology 
and a new FaceTime® HD camera. Featuring the very 
latest dual-core and quad-core Intel Core processors, 
the entire MacBook Pro line is up to twice as fast as the 
previous generation.(1)

“The new MacBook Pro brings next generation dual 
and quad Core processors, high performance graphics, 
Thunderbolt technology and FaceTime HD to the great 
design loved by our pro customers,” said Philip Schiller, 
Apple’s senior vice president of Worldwide Product 
Marketing. “Thunderbolt is a revolutionary new I/O 
technology that delivers an amazing 10 gigabits per 
second and can support every important I/O standard 
which is ideal for the new MacBook Pro.”

Starting at $1399, the new 13-inch MacBook Pro 
o!ers amazing value and performance in a compact 
design. The highly portable 13-inch MacBook Pro 
features Intel Core i5 and Core i7 dual-core processors 
up to 2.7 GHz and Intel HD Graphics 3000. The powerful 
15-inch and 17-inch MacBook Pro models feature quad-
core Core i7 processors up to 2.3 GHz and AMD Radeon 
HD graphics processors with up to 1GB of video memory 
for high performance gaming, pro video editing and 
graphics intensive applications.

MacBook Pro is the "rst computer on the market 
to include the groundbreaking Thunderbolt I/O 
technology. Developed by Intel with collaboration from 
Apple, Thunderbolt enables expandability never before 
possible on a notebook computer.

Featuring two bi-directional channels with 
transfer speeds up to an amazing 10Gbps each, 
Thunderbolt delivers PCI Express directly to external 
high performance peripherals such as RAID arrays, and 
can support FireWire and USB consumer devices and 
Gigabit Ethernet networks via adapters. Thunderbolt 
also supports DisplayPort for high resolution displays 
and works with existing adapters for HDMI, DVI and 
VGA displays. Freely available for implementation on 
systems, cables and devices, Thunderbolt technology 
is expected to be widely adopted as a new standard for 
high performance I/O.

The MacBook Pro now includes a built-in FaceTime 
HD camera with triple the resolution of the previous 
generation for crisp, widescreen video calls. With Apple s 
innovative FaceTime video calling software, the new 
camera allows high de"nition video calls between 
all new MacBook Pro models and supports standard 
resolution calls with other Intel-based Macs, iPhone
4 and the current generation iPod touch . FaceTime 
is included with all new MacBook Pro models and is 
available for other Intel-based Macs from the Mac App 
Store for $1.19. The MacBook Pro lineup continues to 
feature its gorgeous aluminium unibody enclosure, glass 
Multi-Touch trackpad, LED-backlit widescreen display, 
illuminated full-size keyboard and 7-hour battery. (2)
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As the industry’s greenest notebook lineup, every Mac notebook achieves 
EPEAT Gold status and meets Energy Star 5.0 requirements, setting the standard for 
environmentally friendly notebook design. (3) Each unibody enclosure is made of highly 
recyclable aluminium and comes standard with energy e%cient LED-backlit displays 
that are mercury-free and made with arsenic-free glass. Mac notebooks contain 
no brominated #ame retardants, are PVC-free and are constructed with recyclable 
materials.

Every Mac comes with Mac OS® X Snow Leopard®, the world’s most advanced 
operating system, and iLife®, Apple’s innovative suite of applications for creating and 
sharing great photos, movies and music. Snow Leopard builds on more than a decade of 
innovation and includes multiple features for portable computing such as Multi-Touch 
navigation, advanced wireless networking, easy "le sharing, automated data backup 
and intelligent power management. The new iLife ’11 features iPhoto® with stunning full 
screen views for browsing, editing and sharing photos; iMovie® with powerful easy-to-
use tools to transform home videos into fun theatrical trailers; and GarageBand® with 
new ways to improve your playing and create great sounding songs.

Pricing & Availability
The new 13-inch MacBook Pro, 15-inch MacBook Pro and 17-inch MacBook Pro are 

available through the Apple Store® (www.apple.com/au/), Apple’s retail stores and Apple 
Authorised Resellers. The 13-inch MacBook Pro is available in two con"gurations: one 
with a 2.3 GHz Dual-Core Intel Core i5 and 320GB hard drive starting at $1399; and one 
with a 2.7 GHz Dual-Core Intel Core i7 and 500GB hard drive starting at $1698. The new 
15-inch MacBook Pro is available in two models: one with a 2.0 GHz Quad-Core Intel 
Core i7, AMD Radeon HD 6490M and 500GB hard drive starting at $2099 and one with a 
2.2 GHz Quad-Core Intel Core i7, AMD Radeon HD 6750M and 750GB hard drive starting 
at $2499. The new 17-inch MacBook Pro features a 2.2 GHz Quad-Core Intel Core i7, AMD 
Radeon HD 6750M and 750GB hard drive and is priced at $2899.

Con"gure-to-order options include faster quad-core processors up to 2.3 GHz, 
additional hard drive capacity up to 750GB, solid state storage up to 512GB, more 
memory up to 8GB DDR3, antiglare and high-resolution display options and AppleCare® 
Protection Plan. Additional technical speci"cations and con"gure-to-order options and 
accessories are available online at www.apple.com/au/macbookpro.

Notes
1. Testing conducted by Apple in February 2011 using preproduction MacBook Pro 
con"gurations. 
 For more information visit www.apple.com/au/macbookpro/features.html.

2. The new Wireless Web protocol testing was conducted by Apple in February 2011 
using preproduction MacBook Pro con"gurations. Battery life and charge cycles vary by 
use and settings. 
 For more information visit www.apple.com/au/macbookpro/features.html.

3. EPEAT is an independent organization that helps customers compare the 
environmental performance of notebooks and desktops. Products meeting all of the 23 
required criteria and at least 75 percent of the optional criteria are recognized as EPEAT 
Gold products. The EPEAT program was conceived by the US EPA and is based on IEEE 
1680 standard for Environmental Assessment of Personal Computer Products. 
 For more information visit www.epeat.net.

http://www.apple.com/au/
http://www.apple.com/au/macbookpro
http://www.apple.com/au/macbookpro/features.html
http://www.apple.com/au/macbookpro/features.html
http://www.epeat.net/
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Apple’s Mac App Store Opens for Business

O n January 7th, Apple announced that the Mac
App Store was now open for business with more 
than 1,000 free and paid apps. The Mac App Store 

brings the revolutionary App Store experience to the 
Mac, so you can "nd great new apps, buy them using 
your iTunes account, download and install them in 
just one step. The Mac App Store is available for Snow 
Leopard users through Software Update as part of 
Mac OS X v10.6.6.

“With more than 1,000 apps, the Mac App Store is 
o! to a great start,” said Steve Jobs, Apple’s CEO. “We 
think users are going to love this innovative new way 
to discover and buy their favourite apps.”

The Mac App Store o!ers apps in Education, 
Games, Graphics & Design, Lifestyle, Productivity, 
Utilities and other categories. Users can browse new 
and noteworthy apps, "nd out what’s hot, see sta! 
favourites, search categories and look up top charts 
for paid and free apps, as well as user ratings and 
reviews.

Entirely new apps, as well as current Mac 
favourites, are available from developers such as 
Autodesk, Ancestry.com and Boinx. iPhoto®, iMovie® and 
GarageBand® apps from Apple’s popular iLife® ‘11 suite 
are available individually in the Mac App Store for $17.99 
each, and Pages®, Keynote® and Numbers® apps from 
iWork® are available for $23.99 each. Aperture® 3, Apple’s 
powerful photo editing and management software, is 
available for $99.99.

“We’re delighted to bring our professional-grade 
paint and drawing app, Autodesk SketchBook Pro, to the 
Mac App Store on its "rst day of launch,” said Carl Bass, 
Autodesk’s CEO. “We’ve seen tremendous success on the 
Mac, iPhone and iPad with multiple apps. We’re excited 

to o!er SketchBook Pro on the Mac App Store so artists 
can easily create everything from quick sketches to high-
quality artwork right on their Macs.”

“By o!ering the Ancestry.com Family Tree Maker app 
on the Mac App Store, we’re making it even easier for 
people to discover and access their family history,” said 
Tim Sullivan, Ancestry.com’s CEO. “The Mac App Store 
will drive a new generation of innovation on the Mac 
platform.”

“We’re thrilled to have our award-winning animation, 
video production and photography software available 
on the new Mac App Store,” said Oliver Breidenbach, 
Boinx Software’s CEO. “The Mac App Store makes it easier 
than ever for consumers to access all the innovative 

software designed for the Mac.”

Mac App Store Downloads Top One Million 
in First Day

The following day, Apple announced that over 
one million apps had been downloaded from the 
Mac App Store .

“We’re amazed at the incredible response the Mac 
App Store is getting,” said Steve Jobs, Apple’s CEO. 
“Developers have done a great job bringing apps to 
the store and users are loving how easy and fun the 
Mac App Store is.”&

Mac developers set the price for their apps, keep 
70 percent of the sales revenue, are not charged for 
free apps and do not have to pay hosting, marketing 
or credit card fees. To "nd out more about developing 
for the Mac App Store visit 

      developer.apple.com/programs/mac.
To get the Mac App Store, download the Mac OS X 

v10.6.6 Software Update or visit 
www.apple.com.au/mac/app-store. To "nd out more 
about developing for the Mac App Store visit 
developer.apple.com/ programs/mac.

http://developer.apple.com/programs/mac
http://www.apple.com/au/mac/app-store
http://developer.apple.com/programs/mac
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Review: MacKeeper
Ronald Robbins

MacKeeper is a suite of 16 utilities that scan and 
report on many facets and operations on your Mac.

Rating: 
Product Manufacturer:&ZeoBIT LLC
Price: $38.95 US Single User

The Good
 Suite of utilities.
 Easy to use.
 Scans for many di!erent types of "les.

The Bad
 No in-app help.
 Does not explain complex topics.
 Must uninstall whole app to remove menu bar icon.
 Data Encryptor did not work correctly.
 Subscription service for 3 services.

MacKeeper, a suite of 16 utilities, can clean your hard 
drive of useless "les, undelete "les mistakenly trashed, 
encrypt sensitive "les, remove unused components 
from universal&applications, remove unused language 
"les, and "nd old "les. Once you download the 7.1 MB 
compressed "le, uncompress it, and drag MacKeeper to 
your Applications folder, installation is complete. When 
you "rst start MacKeeper, you see a list of utilities on the 
left, and Fast Cleanup at the top of the window.

Fast Cleanup starts a scan with four clean-up utilities. 
MacKeeper displays a running total of the space the "les 
occupy on the left. If you want additional details, click 
View Result, and Quick Look to display "le size, name, and 
when the "le was last opened.

Fast Cleanup main window

The right edge of the window contains a support and tutorial column. At the top resides a tutorial on the utility 
selected and below the tutorial is information on how to contact ZeoBIT by phone, email, and chat.

http://mackeeper.zeobit.com/
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Window with tutorial column

Fast Cleanup
Fast Cleanup uses the following utilities:
Binaries Cutter: Fat binaries contain two parts, one for the PPC Macs, and one for Intel 

Macs. The Binary Cutter removes the component that your Mac does not use, thus saving 
space.

Cache Cleaner: To read frequently used data faster, Mac OSX copies "les to where 
they can be accessed more quickly. Over time, these "les accumulate in the cache folders 
and removing them recovers that space. Safari has its own Empty Cache command.

Logs Cleaner: Many programs write logs as they run. These logs can be useful, but 
they also accumulate, and old log "les take up space and serve no purpose.

Languages Cutter: Some programs come with the interface replicated in many 
languages. You can recover this space by removing the language support for those you 
do not use.

When the scan completes, you can see a list of "les that MacKeeper suggests you can 
safely remove by clicking View Result. Each utility displays the memory space you can 
recover in the list to the left.

Cache Cleaner Window
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In the screen shot below, you can see MacKeeper 
identi"ed 4GB of removable "les. As I looked at the list, 
clicking Remove All seemed to take a bit more faith 
than I had. I clicked Help to learn more and received the 
unacceptable message.

No Help Dialog
I checked my last Time Machine backup before 

proceeding; at least if something happened, I could 
restore from a backup. I reviewed each of the "les found 
by each utility rather than remove them all with one click. 
All of the "les met my requirements for removal.

Security
There are also a series of utilities for Security, Data 

Control, and Optimization. To use the Anti-Theft utility, 
you set up an account at the ZeoBIT web site and if 
your Mac is stolen, report it on the website. When your 
Mac next goes online, it provides information as in the 
screenshot. ZeoBIT forwards this information to you, so 
you may contact the police to recover your Mac.

Security: Anti-Theft Window

Antivirus scans your computer for a list of known viruses, which is none to date, and other malware. You can schedule 
it to run regularly at a speci"c time, and automatically check for updates to the list of security threats.&Antivirus, Geek on 
Demand, and Anti-Theft are subscription services that must be paid annually.

Data Control Tools
The Data Control tools include Data Encryptor, Undelete, Shredder, and Backup utilities. A planned ZeoDisk online 

storage is not yet implemented. Undelete, Shredder, and Backup are pretty standard and function as expected. I wish 
there was a Help "le to provide more information for the utilities. For example, in Shredder, there are four choices in the 
preference pane, as you can see in the screenshot on the next page. I don’t know which method to choose, nor how long 
will each take to complete. I am given no idea as to the e!ectiveness of each choice either.
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Shredder preferences

I tested Data Encryptor with some sample "les to see how secure the "les would 
be. In two di!erent tests, Data Encryptor created an alias for the encrypted folder and 
subsequently lost the link to the actual item, rendering it unrecoverable.

Wise Uninstaller is a useful utility that removes a whole program, including 
preferences, logs, plug-ins, or other components. If you simply drag a program to the 
Trash, it does not always remove these other components.

Update Tracker scans for the version of each application you have installed and 
compares that to the latest available version. It #ags each out of date application so you 
can update each application or click Update All to download all the updates.

Update Tracker Window

The Bottom Line
Three of the tools in MacKeeper 

require a subscription to use, so once 
you purchase the application, you are 
not done paying for it. The planned, 
but not available ZeoDisk, the lack of 
in-application help for complex topics, 
and your inability to remove the menu 
bar icon without removing the whole 
application, earns MacKeeper three stars. 
A single user license is $38.95, a two-Mac 
license is $58.95, and a 5-Mac license is 
$88.95. ZeoBIT LLC o!ers a&15-day free 
trial&that you can download on their site.

What I Like
MacKeeper is an expansive collection 

of system utilities that can scan and 
report on many facets and operations 
on your Mac. Some of the utilities are 
quite useful, such as the Binary Cutter, 
or the Undelete tool. The simple layout 
looks familiar, and is easy for beginners 
to understand. As an all-in-one utility, 
MacKeeper can help you keep your Mac 
clutter free.
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Review: QuickBooks 2011 for Mac
Sanjiv Sathiah

QuickBooks 2011 for Mac re"nes the interface. It adds 
new features including multi-user access with individual 
permissions access, spreadsheet export, and mileage 
tracking. It renews its status as a solid business tool for 
Mac users.

Rating: 
Product Manufacturer:&Intuit Inc.
Price: $229.95, Upgrade $199.95 US

The Good
 Multi-user access.
 User permissions.
 Export report data to Excel or Numbers ’09.

The Bad
 Doesn’t match Windows feature set, but costs the 

same.
 Lack of interoperability with windows version 

makes it di%cult for businesses that run both 
platforms.

 No create an accountant copy function.
 Expensive.

Anyone who creates invoices, pays bills, or manages 
expenses may "nd personal organisation easier with 
accounting software. Intuit QuickBooks 2011 for Mac is a 
standard for small business accounting on the Mac. It is 
hard not to compare QuickBooks for Mac with its better-
endowed Windows sibling, and we expect QuickBooks 
2011 to be on par with its Windows stable mate.

While QuickBooks 2010 for Mac was a major revamp 
of the QuickBooks interface, QuickBooks 2011 brings 
some useful and welcome enhancements to the current 
package. If you own the 2010 version, you may consider 
the changes essential when deciding whether to upgrade 
to the new version. The real issue is whether the Mac 
version is "nally the equivalent of the Windows version.

QuickBooks 2011

New and Improved Features
QuickBooks 2011 brings with it several useful and oft 

requested enhancements over QuickBooks for Mac 2010. 
The "rst is Multi-User Access, which allows up to "ve 
employees to simultaneously view and edit QuickBooks 
data "les. This feature could be useful for your small 
business, but for larger or medium size businesses, it is 
essential. To set up the function, the Administrator needs 
to select Enable Multi-User Mode from the File menu. 
The Administrator can set up their account, while the 
software initiates a QuickBooks server, which runs in the 
background.

The User Permissions function supplement the multi-
user Mode feature and allows the Administrator to easily 
set the parts of the business that an authorized user is 
permitted to view and edit. It allows more than one user 
to hold Administrator access, if that is what is desired.

http://quickbooks.intuit.com/mac/
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Multi-User Access

You can turn individual permissions o! with simple checkboxes. Custom users can 
only access areas of the organizations account that the Administrator sets, such as 
Accounts Payable or Inventory. A Custom user can access this information on-site or from 
a remote site, as long as the remote computer is connected to the same network and has 
a licensed copy of the software separately installed.

These welcome additions make QuickBooks 2011 suitable for use by medium sized 
organizations for the "rst time. The User Permissions function also supports iChat, which 
allows users logged on at the same time to communicate with each other easily, to 
ensure that people do not inadvertently double-up on the same job regardless of their 
location in the company. If you are using a Windows PC that does not support iChat, 
you are out of luck. The assumption here is that all users are using a Mac, whether they 
plan to use iChat or not. In a world where Mac users are quite used to working with and 
sharing O%ce for Mac "les on a regular basis, for example, with Windows users, this sort 
of limitation seems bewildering in the year 2010.

User Permissions
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QuickBooks 2011 for Mac also lets companies easily track 
employee travel with its new Track Mileage function. This 
database function makes it easy for employees to track their 
job-related auto mileage for reimbursement on customer 
invoices or at tax time. Mileage related reports can also help 
your business track its automotive costs, including servicing 
and gas consumption, more readily than in the past without 
having to set up a separate Excel spreadsheet.&

Track Mileage

Among improvements to existing functions, 
QuickBooks 2011 has continued in the vein of the 
2010 version by making its tools and interface more 
Mac-like. Its enhanced Layout Designer is a good 
example. New tools allow you to create customized 
forms for estimates and company invoices that are 
simple to use. Users can access ready-made templates, 
design their own from scratch, or modify existing 
templates, which can help to ensure that all the 
documentation it produces bears a similar corporate 
look and feel. The way the tools work will be familiar to 
users of Apple’s iWork suite.&

Intuit has also set up a special page on its website 
called Little Square for Mac users to congregate and 
learn tips for using the software or to share ideas with 
each other. You can "nd a number of QuickBooks 
2011 resources on the site, including videos, articles, 
and other items created by advanced users and the 
QuickBooks for Mac product team. It is still in its 
infancy, but is developing into a useful tool for users 
new to the QuickBooks franchise.&

Missing Features
While QuickBooks 2011 brings some useful 

product enhancements that fans of the software will 
appreciate, it still lacks several features that make 
the Windows version a more well rounded product. 
For example, in addition to the di%culties in sharing 
QuickBooks "les between Mac and PC-users because 
of "le format incompatibilities, it is missing functions. 
You cannot set di!erent prices for the same item and 
the ability to track international sales and expenses in 
multiple currencies.

Perhaps even more frustrating is that the very 
useful Create an Accountant Copy function is still 
absent from the Mac version, although it does now 
allow you to export data easily to Excel 2004+ or 
Numbers ‘09. Also, you can back up to Mobile Me, 
which the Windows version does not support. We 
can hope some of the missing features will "nd their 
way into the next iteration of QuickBooks, but most 
probably, the Windows version will continue to march 
ahead of the Mac version.

Summary
QuickBooks 2011 for Mac requires a Macintosh 

running Mac OS X v10.6 with at least 1GB of RAM 
and 120MB of free space. It o!ers a solid business 
accounting package for Mac users that continues to 
improve and evolve in the right direction, albeit not 
as quickly as we would like. As a value proposition, it 
has increased $30 over the 2010 version, yet costs the 
same as the more feature rich Windows equivalent. As 
for my 3.5 star rating, it would warrant more if the "le 
compatibility issues between the Windows and Mac 
versions was properly resolved.&

Overall, if you are a small to medium business 
that needs an easy to use accounting package, the 
user-friendly QuickBooks for Mac 2011 has a relatively 
easy to learn user interface, even for the non-
mathematically minded. It has some powerful tools 
and allows users to keep track of their business health 
at the click of a button. It is certainly worth a look.
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What they didn’t tell you about 
laptop power supplies and batteries 

Kevin Poulter

Mains current surge as a power pack is 
plugged in.

Apple laptop power supplies/chargers automatically 
operate on mains voltages from 100 to 240 volts AC, 
without a selection switch. This works perfectly, but like 
all switchmode power supplies, there’s a huge surge of 
power at plug-in. Enough to slightly melt the mains plug 
pins each time (and in fact inside the wall-socket)—see 
photo of melted pins.

Mains Pin Fried in Normal Use
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Poor connection
Believe it or not, this minor damage is normal and 

whilst there’s a large instantaneous drain on the mains 
power, it’s not quite enough to trip a circuit-breaker or 
blow a fuse. There's a cumulative e!ect however and 
eventually this will lead to a bad connection at the mains 
plug and/or socket. Once this happens, anything else 
that’s plugged into the same socket will also encounter a 
bad connection. 

Arcing can be dangerous
With a bad connection and electrical arcing, there’s 

the opposite of what you would expect—high current 
drain. Also a small risk of nasties like puzzling mains 
connection di%culties and circuit-breaker trips. In rare 
cases, it can even cause "re, though it’s unlikely this has 
ever happened due to an Apple power-supply. 

The answer—leave the mains power socket switched 
o! when plugging in

The arcing is easily avoided, by always plugging the 
power supply in the wall-socket, with the mains switch 
o! and the low voltage lead to the Mac disconnected. 
If you are using a power-board, then I recommend one 
with individual switches on each socket. Once plugged 
in the wall-socket, you can switch the mains on. This does 
not seem to over-tax the mains switch, which is designed 
for 10 amps anyway. The absolute ideal is to plug the 
mains power pack in whilst the computer's lid is closed or 
after shutting it down—again with the low-voltage lead 
disconnected, till power is on. 

Connect the magnetic low-voltage plug with 
power on or o!.

Surprisingly, if the power supply is on and you 
connect or disconnect Apple’s superb low voltage 
magnetic plug at the computer, there’s no harm leaving 
the power supply on. Despite being 16.5 Volts at 3.65 

Low-volt Power lead has gold plated contacts

Amps maximum and having tiny gold-plated pins on 
the connector, I’ve studied the pins and there’s not the 
slightest trace of arcing damage, after doing this for a 
year. So plug/unplug the magnetic catch with the power 
on or o! and know all is well. 
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Give the power-supply a fair go on a "at 
battery. 

As power supplies become smaller and demands 
greater, these switchmode supplies are over-stretched 
at certain times. When you see the message “You are 
running on reserve power” and then connect the power 
supply/charger, try to close the lid on your Apple laptop 
and go and have a co!ee, as the initial charge to a #at 
battery is very high. The power supply soon gets very 
hot in this instance. You only need to allow 10 minutes 
(15+&preferred) for your break and then resume as 
normal. 

The highest demand time for the charger.
The reason for the heat, is the power supply is 

charging a #at battery AND running an entire computer. 
If you cannot give the power supply the 10 minutes or 
so it needs to give initial high charge to a #at battery, 
consider at least turning the screen brightness down. Will 
ignoring the above advice cause a power supply failure? 
Probably never—but all electrical equipment likes to run 
cool and may have a longer life if looked after. 

iStat Pro monitors many stats

Cool is best
Speaking of cool, I have a small desk fan aimed at the 

rear of the laptop on hot days, with the power supply in 
its breeze too. The CPU can get extremely hot in normal 
service (feel the screen’s hinge after a long session—the 
CPU can be 60+ degrees C!). The internal fan helps, but 
an external fan is even better. If you would like to monitor 
critical stats like CPU temperature, try iStat Pro—it works 
in dashboard.
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Here’s a tip that may raise eyebrows
I totally agree with Apple and others that the best 

battery life is achieved by running the battery down till 
you see the message “you are now running on reserve 
power”, then immediately recharging. Doing this at say 
once every two weeks or so, will extend battery capacity 
and life. 

I also ‘break the rules’ with great success: All my 
laptops are kept on charge 24x7 and occasionally cycled 
as suggested in the last paragraph. The constant charging 
keeps the laptops always ready and avoids the worst case 
scenario—leaving the laptop uncharged for a month or 
so and coming back to "nd the battery will not accept 
a charge—ever again. Due to minor risk of 'meltdown' 
or "re, the best method is to give your charging a break 
regularly and note to self—'recharge battery' in your 
iCal. Certainly when you go away, consider switching 
everything possible o!. 

Even vintage laptops can have healthy 
batteries.

My old blue clamshell laptops are in storage as 
collector’s items, with the batteries on charge 24x7. They 
have been on charge for years. This also ensures the 
internal battery remains healthy too. Imagine—after so 
many years, clamshell Macs ready to work at any time! 
Again, the absolute ideal is to turn o! charging regularly, 
by keeping track in iCal. The capacitors in these power 
supplies are highly stressed, so there's a need to balance 
between ideal charge and safe operation. The only Mac 
batteries I would not charge 24x7 are the ones that were 
recalled some years ago, if you did not replace them.

So there is the ‘missing manual’—good advice for 
long, safe, battery life. This permanent charging idea 
is a tip only. Any electronics device may overheat or at 
worst, catch "re, so the decision is yours and should not 
be read as correct advice from Apple, the author, or this 
publication. 

http://www.macvoices.com
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/welcome.html
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Safari and Tabs
Peter Hunter

Do you use Safari for browsing the Internet?
Did you know that when you click on a link that you 

have three choices:
 to open the new page in the current window,
 by opening it in a new window, or
 by opening it in a new tab?

Open in current window
Just click on the link with your mouse. (Left Click if you 

have a two button mouse.) The contents of the previous 
page are replaced by the contents of the linked page. 
We can all do that! If you want to go back to the previous 
page, click on the back button:

Picture 1: Back Button

And you may go back and forth to your heart’s 
content by clicking on the Back and Forward arrows 
using this method.

Open in new window
If you have a two button mouse, right click on a link in 

you current page, or Control+Click with a single button 
mouse.

Picture 2: New Window Menu

Your new page will open in a new window leaving the 
original one still open.

Picture 3: Window Selection Menu

To move between windows choose the one you want 
from the Window menu. You may have as many windows 
open as you need.

Open in new tab

Picture 4: Open in New Tab Menu

If you wish to have all your windows available with 
the click of a keyboard, Right Click or Control+Click on a 
link. This time choose to Open Link in New Tab.

Your original window will remain open, but the new 
page will be shown as a Tab next to the Tab of the page 
you already have open. New Tabs will be added as you 
go.

Picture 5: Select New Tab

Open the page by clicking on its Tab
Opening web pages in Tabs gives you the advantage 

of being able to move quickly between pages via your 
keyboard. Thanks to the people at the MacMost website 
for pointing them out to me.

There are three sets of keyboard shortcuts for moving 
between tabs in Safari. 
1. You can use Command+Shift and the left and right 

arrows. 
2. You can also use Command+Shift and the square 

bracket keys. 
3. You can use Control+Tab to cycle forward and 

Control+Shift+Tab to cycle backward through your 
Tabs.
Happy Tabbing!

http://macmost.com/
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How to overcome a 'Disk full' notice 
Kevin Poulter

1. Are there any big "les you can delete? Open some folders 
with the 'show "le size' option. 

2. Even if you don't want to delete any "les, identify some 
you are happy to store on CD or DVD. The excellent news 
is, Toast does not need much memory to launch, so even 
though you are in a bind, near the end of memory, you 
can launch Toast, save some big "les to disc, then delete 
them from the computer. 

3. In Photoshop you can look at the layers and "nd any you 
are able to delete or merge. 

4. Also in Photoshop, go to Edit > Purge > All &&- provided 
you don't need to go back in history. 

5. If you have saved some selections in Photoshop, these 
'eat' memory or space too, so consider deleting them. 

There are other tricks you can do in Photoshop too, like 
saving some of the layers to a CD or DVD.

The easiest and best method of all is saving big "les to CD 
or DVDs, to free up space. 

Then save the Photoshop "le and consider 
re-starting, as Photoshop uses more 
memory, the longer it is used. 

Alternatively, if you have a 
reliable external Hard Drive or 
Memory Stick you can plug in 
without locking the computer, 
some "les can be saved to 
external devices. 

W hen you work with Photoshop or other large "les 
and don't regularly move the completed "les to 
DVDs or other external storage, eventually you 

will try to save a big "le, only to immediately see the 'Disk 
full' notice. 

It's usually a big "le you have spent hours on and 
meant to save some time before. Now its a disaster, as 
you cannot keep your work. 

Relax, there are many solutions 
that will easily overcome this. 

 
Try one or more of the following...
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iPad Magic—Syncing
Dick Johnson

T he iPad is a magni"cent instrument, but it does 
need to be connected to the Mac at regular 
intervals to update its operating system, as well 

as to save and exchange "les. All this can be done by 
syncing: connecting the iPad to the Mac via the USB 
cable provided. When you make the connection, use one 
of the USB ports on the Mac itself or a port from a USB 
powered hub.

Summary Page
Opening iTunes on the Mac will show the connection 

between the two units. If you click on the connection, the 
Sync Options appear (Fig.1). The Summary page, which 
contains a lot of useful information about the iPad, such 
as its capacity, serial number, operation software version 
and a range of options, is displayed. You’ll note that I’ve 
chosen to check the box to manually manage music and 
videos.

Fig.1 – Link Mac to iPad via cable
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The principal purpose of the Summary page is either 
to restore the OS on the iPad if it has become damaged, 
or to update it to the latest version. If you need to update, 
click the Sync button at the bottom lower right of the 
page. 

At the foot of the page is a chart that depicts the 
usage of space within your iPad and how the usage is 
shared between audio, video, photos, books, Apps etc. 
You can see that I have a lot of free space on my iPad. You 
may also notice from the top line that iTunes is versatile 
enough to continue playing music while facilitating the 
Sync. 

Info Page
If you click the Info button on the top panel, although 

the top line and the usage chart at the foot of the page 
remain constant, you can move to a page where you have 
the chance to sync your address book contacts with your 
iPad. The syncing results in address book "les on both the 
Mac and the iPad being updated. However, entries that 
are deleted on one unit will also be deleted on the other. 
The assumption, which is perhaps a dangerous one is 
that there is a rational human mind making the entries 
which are to be synced.

You can choose to sync all your contacts, or just 
selected groups. In this case, I have a "le of email contacts 
that is much smaller than my full list of contacts.

As Fig.2 shows, I call my contact list iPhone Contacts.

Fig.2 – Info Page. Sync selected address books, calendars and connect to Mobile Me
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Fig.3 – Info Page. Sync Mail Accounts, Safari Bookmarks, Contacts and Calendars

By checking the Add Contacts Created Outside of 
Groups on this iPad to Box, the entries I made to the iPad 
will be added back into the iPhone Contacts list. There 
are also options to add any Yahoo! or Google contacts 
into the iPad list. If you click down the Info page, there 
are further options to sync Mail Accounts and Safari 
Bookmarks. This is not something I normally do as the 
way I use the iMac is quite di!erent to the way I use the 
iPad, but the option is there for you if you wish (Fig.3). 
There are buttons at the lower right which you can click 
to Apply or Revert the sync. Figure 4 shows the sync 
beginning.

There is a further button that leads you on to syncing 
your Mobile Me account, should you have one, for your 
Email, Calendars, Contacts and Bookmarks on the iPad. 
My own needs are not sophisticated enough for this, 
but yours may be. The Learn More button takes you to a 
website which lays out the options and the process. You 
can also choose to Sync your Calendars with the iPad, 
again by selecting the Calendars that are to be synced. 

Fig.4 – Preparing to Sync (from progress bar at top of page)
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Apps Page
iPad applications downloaded from the Apps Store 

will be backed up on the Mac. Should they be lost or 
damaged, they can be restored from the Mac, or freshly 
downloaded from the Apps Store (for which there is no 
charge if previously purchased). The iPad’s list of Apps is 
displayed as a series of pages of icons and you can move 
between these pages by clicking on the page images 
beneath the main display (Fig.5).

On the left is the list of Apps that have been 
downloaded from the Apps Store. There is a drop down 
menu (Fig.5 top left) which makes it possible to order the 
list in di!erent ways. Category may be the most useful, 
but Name is always a good start. Bear in mind that this list 
will contain Apps for both the iPhone and the iPad. Check 
only those Apps which are to be synced between iPad 
and Mac. Once organised, click Sync to set the process in 
motion.

Fig.5 – Check boxes on the top of Apps page for syncing
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Fig.6- In this panel, you can organize "le transfers

Apps Page—File Sharing
At the bottom of the Apps page is an area devoted to 

"le sharing (Fig.6). The Apps which permit "le transfers 
between iPad and Mac are listed on the left. If you click 
on any one those "les, transfer will appear. The buttons 
Add… and Save to… provide an opportunity to move 
these "les to speci"c folders in the Mac. The move will 
take place at the sync.

http://www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo
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Fig.7 – Music page. Choose your playlists, artists, genres or albums to sync to your iPad

Music Page
The Music tab allows you to transfer your songs to 

the iPad. Considering that I have about 36GB of music 
on my Mac, I feel the need to be selective with what 
I transfer. You may Sync by playlist, artist, genre or by 
speci"c albums. Whatever you choose, work through 
the lists provided and check the boxes opposite those 
to be transferred. When the task is complete, click Apply 
(bottom right button) and then Sync (Fig.7).
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Movies Page
When you "rst open the Movies page and go to 

check the Sync Movies box, the alert in Fig.8 appears. A 
similar alert also appears when you do the same on the 
Music page. However, be bold, and check the box. Then 
you have the opportunity to select among the movies 
available for transfer to the iPad. There is also a drop 
down menu (shown) which gives you simpler options if 
you want to take advantage of these.

When all is done, click the Apply button and later the 
Sync button (Fig.9).

Fig.8 – Movies Page alert, triggered when Sync Movies box is checked

Fig.9 – Movies Page. Select movies to transfer by checking their boxes
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Fig.10 - TV Shows page (No TV shows to sync)

TV Shows Page
As you can see from Figure 10, I have no TV shows 

to move to an iPad or any other device. I tend to watch 
my shows in the family room on the widescreen TV, so 
this feature is not really one I’m likely to exploit. But you 
can see that it follows the same pattern as the Music and 
Movies pages with selections among shows and episodes 
to transfer.

http://www.commart.com.au
http://www.commart.com.au
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Podcasts Page
I listen to many podcasts and "nd them most 

enjoyable and instructive. Figure 11 shows the Podcasts 
page. To Sync, simply follow the pattern of the previous 
utilities. First, select your podcast title in the left hand 
pane and watch as all available episodes appear in the 
right hand pane. There is also a dropdown menu (shown) 
in which you can elect to Sync under criteria such as how 
recent the podcasts are and whether they’ve been played 
before or not.

Fig.11 – Podcasts page
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Fig.12 – Books page

Books Page
To Sync books between Mac and iPad, check those 

titles to be transferred. There is a drop down menu for 
further options shown in Fig.12. As before there are Apply 
and Revert buttons, which generate the Sync. 

Photos Page

Free Music
and

Sound E!ects

www.jewelbeat.com

Music for  photos, videos, 
YouTube and more.

http://www.jewelbeat.com
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I don’t rely entirely on iPhoto. I also write my photos to other 
folders for easier manipulation and archiving. As in other cases, 
check those folders containing the pictures to be synced, and 
work through Apply and Sync to complete the process (Fig.13).

Fig.13 – Photos page. As before check boxes on photo albums to be synced

http://www.appleusers.org/store
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Fig.14 – Sync in Progress 

Fig.15 – Sync complete

Fig.16 – Demounting the iPad from the Mac via iTunes

Completing the Process
Figure 14 shows the Sync in progress. The process 

takes place over a number of steps and these are 
identi"ed together with the display of a progress bar. At 
the completion of the Sync (Fig.15) you can now demount 
the iPad from the USB connection linking it to the Mac. As 
shown in Fig.16, click on Eject Tool in the left hand pane of 
iTunes. (…And there you have it, everything but the kitchen Sync !- Ed)

http://www.itunesonsale.com.au
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Apple Launches iPad 2

A t a special Media Event on March 3rd (Australian 
time) Apple® introduced iPad™ 2, the next 
generation of its magical device for browsing 

the web, reading and sending email, enjoying photos, 
watching videos, listening to music, playing games, 
reading ebooks and much more. iPad 2 features an 
entirely new design that is 33 percent thinner and 
up to 15 percent lighter than the original iPad, while 
maintaining the same stunning 9.7-inch LED-backlit 
LCD screen. iPad 2 features Apple’s new dual-core A5 
processor for blazing fast performance and stunning 
graphics and now includes two cameras, a front-facing 

VGA camera for FaceTime® and Photo Booth®, and a 
rear-facing camera that captures 720p HD video, bringing 
the innovative FaceTime feature to iPad users for the "rst 
time. Though it is thinner, lighter, faster and packed with 
new features, iPad 2 still delivers up to 10 hours of battery 
life(1) that users have come to expect. iPad 2 is available 
in black or white, and introduces the innovative iPad 2 
Smart Cover in a range of vibrant polyurethane and rich 
leather colours.

“With more than 15 million iPads sold, iPad has 
de"ned an entirely new category of mobile devices,” 
said Steve Jobs, Apple’s CEO. “While others have been 

scrambling to copy the "rst generation iPad, we’re 
launching iPad 2, which moves the bar far ahead of the 
competition and will likely cause them to go back to the 
drawing boards yet again.”

With the new front and rear cameras, iPad 2 users can 
now make FaceTime calls to millions of iPhone® 4, iPod 
touch® and Mac® users so they can see family and friends 
anywhere there is Wi-Fi. Photo Booth lets you apply fun 
visual e!ects, including eight photo special e!ects like 
Squeeze, Twirl and Kaleidoscope, to photos captured by 
either camera.

All New Design is Thinner, 
Lighter and Faster with 
FaceTime, Smart Covers and 
10 Hour Battery
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iPad 2 running FaceTime

iPad 2 comes with iOS 4.3, the latest version of the 
world’s most advanced mobile operating system, with 
new features including faster Safari® mobile browsing 
performance; iTunes® Home Sharing; enhancements 
to AirPlay®; (2) the choice to use the iPad side switch 
to either lock the screen rotation or mute audio; and 
Personal Hotspot to share an iPhone 4 mobile data 
connection over Wi-Fi. (3) Additional iPad 2 features 
include a built-in gyro for advanced gaming; HSUPA 
support for enhanced 3G upload speeds on iPad 2 Wi-Fi + 
3G, and HDMI Video Mirroring that lets users mirror their 
iPad screen on an HDTV using an optional adaptor.

The innovative new iPad 2 Smart Cover provides 
protection for the iPad screen while maintaining its thin 
and lightweight pro"le.

iPad 2 Smart Cover

Designed with a unique self-aligning magnetic hinge that 
makes it easy to attach and remove, the new iPad 2 Smart Cover 
automatically wakes iPad 2 when it’s opened and puts it to sleep 
when it’s closed, and has a soft micro"ber lining to help keep the 
screen clean. The Smart Cover also folds into a stand for typing 
or viewing videos and is available in vibrant polyurethane or rich 
leather in a range of colours, including a (PRODUCT) RED one 
which helps support the Global Fund to "ght HIV/AIDS in Africa.

Apple also introduced two new apps: iMovie and 
GarageBand for iPad, both available on the App Store . With 
iMovie, iPad 2 users can shoot and edit videos right on their 
iPad and post their movies to YouTube, Facebook, Vimeo and 
their MobileMe gallery; watch them on their iPod , iPhone 
or iPad; as well as view them on their HDTV using AirPlay and 
Apple TV . GarageBand turns your iPad into a collection of 
touch instruments and 8-track recording studio, allowing you 
to perform with onscreen keyboards, guitars, drums and basses 
using multi-touch gestures even if you don t play a musical 
instrument.
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iPad 2 runs almost all of the over 350,000 apps available on the App Store and there 
are more than 65,000 native iPad apps available from an incredible range of apps in 20 
categories, including games, business, news, sports, health, reference and travel. The 
iTunes Store gives iPad users access to the world s most popular online music, TV and 
movie store with a catalogue of over 14 million songs, over 50,000 TV episodes and over 
10,000 "lms including over 3,500 in stunning high de"nition video. The iBooks app 
for iPad includes Apple s iBookstore , the best way to browse, buy and read books on a 
mobile device.

Pricing & Availability
iPad 2 was launched in Australia on March 25th, with the Australian recommend retail 

pricing starting from $579 inc GST for the 16GB Wi-Fi model. The table shows the full 
pricing of all models.

Model Wi-Fi Wi-Fi + 3G

16GB $579 $729

32GB $689 $839

64GB $799 $949

The iPad 2 is available in both white and black backed models.
iMovie and GarageBand for iPad apps are available for $5.99 each from the App Store 

on iPad or www.itunes.com.au/appstore.
The Smart Cover is available in a range of colours in vibrant polyurethane for $45 or 

rich leather for $79.

Apple Introduces iOS 4.3
Update Includes Faster Safari Performance, iTunes Home 
Sharing, AirPlay Improvements & New Personal Hotspot

A pple® also introduced iOS 4.3, the latest version of the world’s most advanced 
mobile operating system. New features in iOS 4.3 include faster Safari® mobile 
browsing performance with the Nitro JavaScript engine; iTunes® Home Sharing; 

enhancements to AirPlay®; the choice of using the iPad™ side switch to either lock the 
screen rotation or mute the audio; and the Personal Hotspot feature for sharing an 
iPhone® 4 mobile data connection over Wi-Fi.

“With more than 160 million iOS devices worldwide, including over 100 million 
iPhones, the growth of the iOS platform has been unprecedented,” said Steve Jobs, 
Apple’s CEO. “iOS 4.3 adds even more features to the world’s most advanced mobile 
operating system, across three blockbuster devices—iPad, iPhone and iPod touch—
providing an ecosystem that o!ers customers an incredibly rich experience and 
developers unlimited opportunities.”

The Safari mobile browsing experience gets even better with iOS 4.3. The Nitro 
JavaScript engine that Apple pioneered on the desktop is now built into WebKit, the 
technology at the heart of Safari, and more than doubles the performance of JavaScript 
execution using just-in-time compilation. With the Nitro JavaScript engine, Safari 
provides an even better mobile browser experience working faster to support the 
interactivity of complex sites you visit on a daily basis.

New iTunes Home Sharing allows iOS 4.3 users to play music, movies and TV shows 
on an iPad, iPhone or iPod touch® from their iTunes library on a Mac® or PC over a local 
Wi-Fi network. With a simple tap you can enjoy all the media in your iTunes library 
wherever you are in your home. You can stream a movie from your Mac in one room to 
your iPad in another or stream an iTunes mix to your iPod touch from the o%ce to the 
kitchen. With Home Sharing on your iPad, iPhone or iPod touch you’ve got your entire 
iTunes library in your hands wherever you are in your home.

iOS 4.3 includes enhancements to AirPlay, the breakthrough wireless technology 
that allows users to stream music, photos and video to Apple TV®. With iOS 4.3 you can 
stream additional content including video from third party apps and web sites, videos 

http://www.itunes.com.au/appstore
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from the Photos app and previews from the iTunes app to your TV. (2) AirPlay also allows 
you to bring photos to life on the TV screen by using one of the stunning new slideshow 
transitions, or shoot a video on your iPad 2, iPhone or iPod touch and stream it directly 
from the Photos app to Apple TV.

The new Personal Hotspot feature in iOS 4.3 lets you bring Wi-Fi with you anywhere 
you go, by allowing you to share an iPhone 4 mobile data connection with up to "ve 
devices in a combination of up to three Wi-Fi, three Bluetooth and one USB device. (3) 
Joining a Personal Hotspot is easy and once the feature is enabled a status bar displays 
how many devices are currently connected. Every connection is password protected and 
when not in use Personal Hotspot turns itself o! to save battery life.

More than 10 billion apps have been downloaded from the revolutionary App 
Store and more than 350,000 apps are available, including more than 65,000 native 
iPad apps, to consumers in 90 countries. Users of the more than 160 million iOS devices 
around the world can choose from an incredible range of apps in 20 categories, 
including games, business, news, sports, health, reference and travel.

Availability
iOS 4.3 will be available to iPad, iPhone and iPod touch users as a free (4) software 

update on Friday 11 March. iOS 4.3 is compatible with iPad, iPad 2, iPhone 3GS, iPhone 4, 
plus third and fourth generation iPod touch.

For more information please visit www.apple.com.au.

Notes
Images courtesy of Apple, Inc.

1. Battery life depends on device settings, usage and other factors. Actual results vary.
2. AirPlay video requires second generation Apple TV running the latest software.
3. Personal Hotspot requires supporting data plan. Customers should check with their 

carrier for availability.
4. Internet Access fees may apply.

http://www.apple.com.au
http://www.alyte.com.au
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Best iPad Apps: 
The Guide for Discriminating Downloaders

Steve Welsh

Title: Best iPad Apps:
 The Guide for Discriminating Downloaders
Author:  Peter Meyers
Pages:  240, softbound
Size:  9” wide x 7.25” tall
ISBN: 978-1-4493-9247-5
Publisher: O’Reilly Media
Released: December, 2010 (!rst edition)
Price: $21.99 (U.S.), $25.99 (Canada);
 discount available to MUG members
 Peter Meyer’s blog site

http://www.oreilly.com/
http://www.anewkindofbook.com/
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USA Today, the national 
newspaper of America, recently 
ran a story on how electronic 
books (ebooks) were now 
outselling traditional paper bound 
books. This was a news worthy 
item in more ways than one.

For some of us older mates, this is surprising news … 
or maybe not, if we’ve been keeping up with, and using, 
technology on some level.

Given the success of Apple over the past decade with 
the iMac, iPod, iPhone and now iPad, well, Apple has 
played its part in bringing along the evolution — if not 
quite revolution — of ebooks (although until the iPad 
was born and magni"ed the possibility, this evolution 
has yet to reach the life-changing impact that Desktop 
Publishing brought in the early 1980s with the original 
Macintosh, Apple’s LaserWriter printer and Aldus 
PageMaker).

iPads can’t be made fast enough to keep them on the 
shelves, and part of its amazing charm is the experience 
of using it to read ebooks (in PDF or ePUB form, among 
others). Amazon’s Kindle is doing well, too, but the iPad 
book reading experience is head and shoulders above 
other mobile or tablet readers because the iPad book 
reading experience is more like … reading a real book.

And since ebooks can be purchased almost instantly 
now from anywhere online using our mobile devices or 
Macs, will anybody buy traditional books anymore?

Of course.
Blow o! the dust of any book on your shelf at home 

and #ip open the cover and you will hear it say: “The 
news of my death has been greatly exaggerated!”

(Hang with me, folks — yes, I know you were 
expecting a book review here, but my long-winded lead 
will shortly come full circle. And there is a tangent.)

Real books are still treasured by serious readers 
because of the personal touch, literally. The experience of 
holding one in your hands, feeling the heft or weight of it, 
listening to the whispery crackle of a page as it is turned 
by your "ngers … even watching it “age” before you as 
you advance through it, creating creases or dog-ears on 
some pages, all the while stretching its sti! spine at the 
binding with each opening and closing of the book. Oh, 
and what about inhaling the smell of a leather-bound 
edition? Even better. It’s as if you and the book were 
partners on whatever adventure or journey that book 
was taking you.

Now, if I haven’t sold you on the value and experience 
of a REAL book by now, well … I’ll have to whack you on 
the head with one!

You wouldn’t dare do that with your iPad, would you?

A real book well done
When the Best iPad Apps book arrived on my 

doorstep and I removed it from the shipping box, I 
was instantly greeted by that “new book smell” and 
was immediately impressed by its physical presence:  
a horizontal design of 9 inches wide by 7.25 inches 
tall. Given the transformation of much of our viewing 
experiences these days with HD TVs, cinema wide-
screens and even our now wide-screen computer 
displays, it seemed "tting that this book is in landscape 
mode.

Although softbound, the book’s pages and cover are 
of a heavier than average stock and the pages o!er a 
happy middle ground between semi-glossy sheen and a 
matte "nish.

I was also immediately impressed with the book’s 
layout and content presentation. 

Author Peter Meyers did more than an admiral job 
of sifting through hundreds, if not thousands, of apps 
for the iPad and selecting an elite bunch to present in 
his book, but the O’Reilly design and production team of 
Josh Clark, Edie Freedman and Nellie McKesson (interior 
design team) as well as Monica Kamsvaag (cover design) 
should take a bow, too. As you begin to #ip through the 
book, the design presence and continuity will be quickly 
appreciated, if not admired.

High-quality, full-color screenshots taken from the 
iPad itself adorn almost every single page in the book, 
bringing a “proof-of-concept” to each App showcased. 
Sharp photographs are sprinkled in here and there. This is 
important because, since you can’t demo or launch into a 
trial run of an app in a book (duh!), visual presence takes 
the forefront here as the assimilation.

However, don’t let me mislead you: Peter’s 
descriptions or reviews of each app are, of course, the 
meat and potatoes. Or perhaps appetizer is the better 
metaphor, as ultimately your download of any of the 
apps presented in this book will be the "nal taste test or 
meal, so to speak.

But what impressed and delighted me 
most overall about this book was that — 
when the light bulb (yes, one of the green, 
energy-saving types) "nally lit up over my 
head — it reminded me of … 

… an iPad.
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Paradox deluxe
That’s right, the Best iPad Apps book, a book about 

apps best suited for the iPad, reminded me of USING an 
iPad. Perhaps that’s a paradox, but at the same time — 
given the quality of the iPad experience — it is meant as 
the ultimate compliment.

Most, but not all, of the apps in the Best iPad Apps 
book are given a full page presentation.

The banner headline atop each app begins with 
an awards-like introduction:  “Best App for …” (and the 
headline font is very similar to, if not the same as, the 
font liberally used on the iPad and in the iTunes Store). 
Just below the heading sits a larger-than-life icon of the 
app, almost like an avatar, with a partial re#ection at the 
bottom (yes, that same depth-of-"eld, more-3D-feel that 
Apple made famous in the Cover Flow mode of iTunes 
and in iPhoto and other programs).

The icon re#ection bleeds or fades into the name of 
the app just below it, followed by the app price (or “free” 
if no cost), followed by the app version number and the 
name of the company or app’s creator.

Each page (because of the bright white paper stock 
and the semi-gloss "nish) jumps out sharply at you, 
greeting and pleasing your eyes — just like the iPad’s 
screen with its brightness, high contrast and crisp 
resolution. Even the smooth feel of the page caresses 
your "ngers.

Again, as you browse through the book, diving 
deeper and deeper into the sea of apps, you may get 
this feeling like you’ve been here before. Perhaps it is 
that same feeling or experience you had while browsing 
through the iTunes Store or the iBookstore … on your 
iPad?

That’s it!

Purpose meets form
The Best iPad Apps is the next in a series, following 

the Best iPhone Apps.
The back of the book touts: “Meet more than 200 

apps that let you …”  You can do the math; presenting 
over 200 apps in a 240 page book leaves very little room 
for Peter’s description or highlights of each app, to 
convince you of the value of the app or why it made the 
cut into his book. But then, like the browsing experience 
of the iTunes or App Store, brevity is a good thing when 
you have thousands of items to shop through. Brevity 
and astute editing.

But wait … wait. I’m no mind-reader, but I can actually 
“hear” the loud thought balloons above some of your 
heads, and I can empathize with the biting of your 
tongues to this point: What good is a book that contains 
information that will be almost out-dated — especially 
THIS content; apps that come and go or multiple faster 
than rabbits — by the time it rolls o! the press?

Well, like any other printed book that is well-thought 
out in advance, designed to meet its purpose(s) 
within the known limitations (time-lag due to book/
press process), and is cleverly created in word, images 
and layout, the Best iPad Apps book o!ers a solid, 
knowledgable foundation of choice, which will give you a 
great push forward as you launch out into that immense, 
vast and ever-increasing sea of iPad apps.

The book’s sub-title says it clearly: “The Guide for 
Discriminating Downloaders.”

My emphasis on the word “guide.”
Meyers sets the table of the book’s purpose for you in 

the Preface:
“With di!erent talents come di!erent criteria for 

excellence. The choices you’ll encounter in the following 
pages look di!erent from those crowned in this series’ 

"rst installment (Best iPhone Apps). The guiding mission 
remains the same — curate a collection that will drive the 
average reader into an enthusiasm-igniting, download-
inducing "t of ‘my iGadget can do that?’ But a secondary 
set of iPad-speci"c factors played a big part in putting 
this list together. Here you will "nd apps that:”

 take advantage of the iPad’s unique talents
 are as beautiful as the iPad itself
 go easy on instructions
 do something better than the website
 distinguish themselves among the competition
 are context appropriate
 don’t try too hard to mimic the analog version

Peter adds: “… grading was not, as it were, done on 
a curve: not all categories get coverage. If the current 
crop of contenders doesn’t include a su%ciently great 
candidate, then why bother letting you know about who 
the valedictorian of a summer school is? Your iPad may 
be for fun or for work, but it should never be a chore.”

Again, one of the strong and attractive features of the 
book is its design — very much Apple-like in creativity 
and simplicity. Artwork or images that go edge-to-edge, 
bleeding o! the page, giving you a feeling of expanding 
space (or no limits). And just like Apple, there’s design 
with a purpose:  Color coded sections bleeds (this 
visually divides or bookmarks each category by vertical 
color bands on the page edge which, because they 
“bleed” o! the page, are visible even when the book is 
closed — making it easy to jump to a speci"c section 
once you have the colors down)!

Examples: BLUE indicates “At Work”, PURPLE indicates 
“The Creative Corner” (photos, movies, drawing, design); 
GREEN indicates “At Play” (games or entertainment), etc.

And as it should be, this color coding is mirrored in 
the text of the Table of Contents. Nice.
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There’s an app for … that?!

For your convenience and reference, I’ve gleaned 
the book’s main Section or Category headings, and the 
sub-category divisions, from the Table of Contents. These 
are o!ered at the end of this review (stay tuned, you’ll 
be amazed at some of the odd category titles or apps 
included).

Some apps demand more than a single screenshot 
to sell themselves. So, the book’s design team and Peter 
gave a select handful of apps two full pages to strut their 
stu!. In other instances, Peter couldn’t resist including 
an “Honorable Mention” app (given less page space, of 
course), following the winner, to supplement a category 
that was bursting at the seems with several outstanding 
apps.

For example, under the category of “Best App for 
Soduku” Peter’s winner is UniSudoku by David Ross 
Software; but sharing the same page is Honorable 
Mention app :) Sudoku (yes, that’s a smiley face emoticon 
in the app’s name) by Jason T. Linhart.

Under UniSudoku, Peter writes (this is just a snippet): 
“True to the game’s minimalist, yet devilishly challenging 
nature, this Sudoku app’s spare, elegant design is a 
perfect playground for those seeking maximal number-
arranging pleasure.” And for runner-up :) Sudoku, he 
notes (again, a snippet): “Perfect for those looking for a 
bit more hand-holding and maximum variety.”

Some of the selected winners won’t surprise you. 
Under the “At Work” category you will "nd Apple’s iWork 
suite in app form: Pages wins as “Best App for Creating 
Beautiful Documents”; Keynote wins as “Best App for 
Designing Presentations”; and Numbers wins as “Best 
App for (you guessed it!) Number-crunching.” But Meyer’s 
mix of selections proves he is not out to kiss App(le).*

Under the category of  “At Leisure” and the sub-
division of “Radio Redux”, you will "nd the ever-popular, 
long-standing champ, Pandora (free). Of it, Peter expands 
on his highlights and at the same time is not afraid to 
give you a link out of the book, as he writes in a caption 
to a screenshot of the app:  “WEB EXTRAS: Speaking 
of the Web, hop online to Pandora.com for some extra 
personalizing: edit station names, re"ne your mixes (by 
adding additional artists or songs), see lyrics for most 
songs. And wherever you are, hitting the QuickMix 
button pulls together songs from all your di!erent 
stations.”

The lone screenshot that accompanies “Best App 
for Keeping Time” winner Night Stand HD ($1.99 by 
SpoonJuice) made me drool and warm-up my buy-it-now 
"nger. It depicts the current time in warm, soft-glowing 
amber-lit, giant dawn-of-the-20th century cathode-
ray tubes, vintage Thomas Edison style, "lling the iPad 
screen. And that’s just one of the many clever, eye-
pleasing themes the app gives you.

http://www.pandora.com/
http://www.homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
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As DEVO sang:  “Use your freedom of choice!”

To be expected, veteran iPad users may challenge or 
di!er with some of Peter’s selections as “Best App for …” 
Even I had a couple. One is under the “Creative Corner” 
category and sub-division of “Photos and Movies.” 
Peter’s choice as “Best App for Creating Comic Strips” is 
Strip Designer ($2.99 by Vivid Apps). My choice would 
have been plasq’s Comic Touch, the app version of it’s 
outstanding and wildly popular program for the Mac, 
Comic Life. But to be fair, I have not tried Strip Designer 
yet, nor do I know if Meyer’s has tried Comic Touch.

*Perfect Web Browser ($2.99 by Ingenious Creations) 
was Peter’s choice for — get this moniker — “Best App 
for Safari Haters.”  Peter says: “This app might not quite 
live up to its name (an option to import existing Safari 
bookmarks feels like a big miss), but for power surfers 
frustrated by the iPad’s built-in browser, this guy’s worth 
a try … Tabbed browsing is likely to be the main draw for 
most comers. Now you can tap and hold links and then 
launch them in new tabs, easily accessible at the top of 
the screen.”

Oh, a reminder: You won’t "nd photo-taking or movie-
capturing apps in the book, of course, as the iPad has no 
camera (yet). However, Meyers does include image and 
movie editing apps. And don’t panic, gamers, there are 
plenty of entertainment and game apps in this book for 
you.

My iPad use spans the globe of app categories, as I 
suspect the average iPad owner’s does, but one of my 
favorites — and I’m glad Peter did not miss this one — is 
the section “For Your Health.”

Meyer’s writes in this section’s prelude:  “Where, 
when, and how an iPad contributes to a healthy lifestyle 
is a topic that someone should be studying. On the 
one hand, the pint-sized-pad gets you away from the 
hunched over environs of your desktop PC (even sitting 
at a Starbucks in front of a laptop ain’t much better, 
hunching-wise).”

Although I wish there was more to this section, there 
are a handful of serious apps here to take seriously, 
including the online database “doctor”, which Meyers 
leads this section with, WebMD for iPad (free by 
WebMD). “Is there an iPad in the house? Hey, 9 1 1 is still 
your best bet for emergencies, but for everyday nicks, 
dings, and pains, why not carry around the Web’s most 
popular healthcare resource?” writes Peter.

“Best App for Studying the Heart” is Heart Pro 
[reviewer’s comment: At $17.99 I expect this app to not 
only impress me but also educate me and pay for my "rst 
year of med school!] by 3D4Medical.com.

http://plasq.com/products/comictouch/
http://plasq.com/products/comiclife/
http://c-command.com/spamsieve/
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Conclusions
Peter Meyers does a good job of helping us 

intelligently “discriminate” and select the “Best Apps for 
…”, and after all, that’s what we want, right? Let someone 
else do the leg (or "nger) work and then bring an 
appetizing menu of apps to our table.

Mission accomplished.
The book’s black glossy cover, its multi-colored bright 

title, and, again, the book’s sleek landscape design qualify 
the Best iPad Apps book as one of the best relevant 
co!ee table books — especially for those who want to 
have an excellent conversation starter for their hip, high-
tech friends who drop by — you could have (well, other 
than “Seinfeld” character Cosmo Kramer’s invention of a 
co!ee table book ABOUT co!ee tables, which had pull-
out legs built in to convert the book INTO a miniature 
co!ee table).

And yes, for those want their cake and eat it, too, 
there is a full ebook version of the Best iPad Apps 
you can buy from O’Reilly Media (when you buy the 
softbound book and register it you will also qualify for a 
free, online edition of the book for 45 days via O’Reilly’s 
“Safari Books Online” service). 

iPad apps?
There’s a book for that.
This one.

Best iPad Apps: The Guide for Discriminating
Downloaders by Peter Meyers
CONTENTS (listed here without page numbers)
7 Section/Categories and their sub-categories:
 
1:  AT WORK
Getting Stu! Done
Juggling Documents
Makin’ Work Fun
Advanced Geekery
Sur"ng the Web

2:  AT LEISURE
Books and Literature
News and Media
Radio Redux
Tasty Tunes
Watching the Tube & the Big Screen
Social Networking

3:  CREATIVE CORNER
Rockin’ Out
Photos and Movies
Drawing and Design
For the Heck of It

4:  AT PLAY
Arcade Games
Puzzles
Racing
Combat
Taking a Flight
Weird and Wacky

5:  AT HOME
Shopping
Distracting (and Educating) the Kids
Lifelong Learning
Playing House
Cooking

6:  OUT AND ABOUT
Wining and Dining
Planes, Trains, and Automobiles
Travel Guides
Real Estate
Exploring the World

7:  FOR YOUR HEALTH
Health Reference
General Fitness
Parents & Kids
Sports & Recreation
The Great Outdoors
Getting Zen

http://www.oreilly.com/
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Easy Apple Crumble
Pam Doughty

Ingredients
 3 cooking apples peeled and sliced

 2 tablespoons sugar

 1 1/2 cups plain "our

 1/3 cup butter

 1/3 cup brown or raw sugar

 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon.

Method
Preheat oven to 180 deg C.

Put apple slices into an ovenproof dish and sprinkle 
with sugar. 

Mix plain #our and butter in food processor (or rub in 
butter by hand) then mix in sugar and cinnamon.

Sprinkle over the apples.

Bake until top is brown and apples are bubbling.

Variations
Add a few blackberries or blueberries to the Apple or 
stir through a little fruit mince or dried fruit.

The crumble topping may be enhanced by adding 
chopped nuts or replace some of the #our with rolled 
oats.
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Migrating to a new Mac
Reader Sam Sellars is trading up, but wants to 
do so cleanly. He writes:

I'm getting a new 27-inch iMac and want 
to transfer all the e-mail, calendars, and 
documents over to it from my MacBook 
Pro. However, I'm afraid to move everything 
because my laptop has crashed a couple of 
times and I'm concerned that some of its "les 
are corrupt. Am I paranoid?

I'm not licensed to make such determinations of your 
psyche, I'm afraid. So we'll call you cautious. Let's try to 
bring some perspective to that caution.

It's important to understand that this isn't an all-or-
nothing proposition. When you "re up your new iMac 
you'll be o!ered the option to transfer the data from 
your old Mac to your new one. Should you agree to this 
you can transfer--over a network or Firewire--some or all 
of the contents of your user account, your applications, 
network and computers settings, and "les stored outside 
your Home folder.

Speci"cally, within your user folder, you can choose 
to copy the contents of your Desktop, Documents, 
Downloads, Movies, Music, Pictures, Public, and Sites 
folders. (You may see other folders that are also currently 
stored in your Home folder.) Nothing in these folders 

should cause your Mac to crash (though a corrupt library 
or "le could cause an application to misbehave). The 
contents of the Library and System folders at the root 
level of your old Mac won't be transferred to the new one 
as the new Mac will have its own fresh copies.

However, regardless of whether you choose a 
selection of these folders or all of them, the contents 
of the Library folder within that user folder will also be 
transferred. And this Library folder is where I'd focus my 
attention.

It's possible that there's something in it that's 
mucking up your MacBook Pro. One easy way to "nd out 
is to create a new user account on your laptop, switch to 
that account, and see if your MacBook Pro crashes in the 
way it has previously. If not and you can predictably make 
it crash in your regular account, the ~/Library folder is 
suspect.

More often than not, however, application crashes are 
due to a problem with a speci"c application and kernel 
panics (the big crashes that bring a Mac to its knees) 
are hardware related. Given that, you might not wish to 
migrate your applications but instead install fresh copies. 
And before jacking in a dozen peripherals, try running 
the new Mac with just its mouse and keyboard. If it fares 
well, feel free to use your peripherals. If it then crashes, 

look for updated drivers and, failing that, unplug the 
peripherals, plug in one at a time, test each one, and try 
to determine which is doing The Bad Thing.

Or, do as I do. Run Software Update on the MacBook 
Pro to be sure it's completely up to date and then migrate 
everything on it to the new Mac. Afterwards, if it doesn't 
work as you'd like it to, whip out the iMac's installation 
disc and take it back to like-new condition. At that point 
you can use some of these hints for a more selective 
migration.

Christopher Breen
Mac 911

http://www.appleusers.org/news/follow-us-on-facebook-twitter/
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Syncing multiple Google calendars to iPhone
Reader Drew Lincoln is interested in syncing 

Google calendars to his iPhone. He writes: 

My wife, daughter, and I have busy lives 
and it's sometimes hard to know where 
everyone is or needs to be. I was hoping there 
was some way to create Google calendars for 
all of us and then sync those calendars to my 
iPhone. Is that possible? 

It is. The means is Google Sync. Google provides a 
document aptly entitled Set Up Your Apple Device for 
Google Sync that provides the necessary steps. But I'll 
outline them here.

First, if this hasn't been done already, create Gmail 
accounts for each family member. Then, each family 
member should create a personal calendar and share it 
with other members of the family.

On all the iOS devices you wish to sync the calendars 
with, go to Settings -> Mail, Contacts, Calendars and tap 
Add Account. Choose Microsoft Exchange as the type of 
account to set up.

Enter your Gmail address and password in the 
appropriate "elds. Tap the Next button and a dialog box 
appears telling you that a certi"cate can't be veri"ed. Tap 
Cancel. In the resulting screen enter m.google.com in 
the Server "eld and tap the Next button at the top of the 
screen.

In the next screen you have the option to sync Mail, 
Contacts, and Calendars. To sync only calendars, #ick 
the switch next to the Calendars entry to On and #ick 
the Mail switch o!. To keep your existing events on your 

iPhone, tap the Keep on My iPhone button that appears. 
Verify that you want to do this when the Keep on My 
iPhone button reappears. Tap Done at the top of the 
Exchange screen.

To choose the calendars to sync, launch Safari on the 
iOS device and travel to http://m.google.com/sync. Enter 
your Gmail username and password when prompted. 
Tap the name of your iOS device in the Manage Devices 
screen that appears. In the resulting Settings screen, tap 
on the shared calendars that you want to sync with your 
iPhone, iPod touch, or iPad.

Now, when you launch the Calendar app, tap the 
Calendars entry at the top of the screen. In the Calendars 
screen that appears you'll see an entry for your Gmail 
Exchange account that lists all the shared calendars 
you've chosen. When someone in your family updates 
their Google calendar, those events will sync to your 
iPhone.

Speeding up your Mac
Keith Trevolt, a reader who has switched 

from a Windows PC to the Mac, has a general 
maintenance question. I have some speci"c 
suggestions. He writes: 

I used to reformat my PC's hard drive yearly 
to clean out all the "les that slowed it down. 
Then it would run like it was brand new. How 
often do I need to do that with the Mac? I 
want to clean it up, make it run faster, etc.

There are two schools of thought on this oft-asked 
question. They fall into these camps:

Never.
and
Never ever.
I'm not a Windows guy, so forgive me if I paint this 

incorrectly, but my understanding is that this kind of 
advice is thrown so casually about because attempting 
to locate and cleanly dispense with all the dribs and 
drabs of cruft that slow down a PC can be the work of an 
unpleasant lifetime. So, rather than propel yourself into 
such a time-sucking hell-hole, you start fresh.

But again, not a Windows guy so the reality may be far 
worse than I've posited.

Although I've heard of Mac users taking such a slash-
and-burn approach, I honestly can't recall the last time I 
did such a thing. Instead, you might try these techniques:

1. Restart your Mac every so often.
Like battery-sponsored bunnies, a Mac running OS X 

can stay on its feet seemingly forever. Launch Terminal 
(found in /Applications/Utilities) and enter uptime. You'll 
learn how long your Mac has been running since the last 

http://www.macnotables.com
http://www.macnotables.com
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reboot. If it's been trotting along for weeks, restarting it 
may a!ord it the opportunity to #ush out some old junk 
that's slowing it down.

2. Keep the desktop clean.
If you have a lot of "les on the desktop your Mac will 

slow down. Tidy up those "les by placing them in folders 
and the Finder will be snappier.

3. Slim down the contents of your hard drive.
If your hard drive is nearly full, your Mac will run more 

slowly. Archive or trash old "les you no longer need.
4. Add RAM.
More RAM can speed up some applications.
5. Restart your browser and clear its cache.
Browsers are notorious for slowing down after they've 

been running for a long time. If you "nd that your Web 
sur"ng has been reduced to dog-paddling, quit and 
restart your browser. If it's still slow, clear its cache. In 
Safari choose Safari -> Empty Cache. In Firefox choose 
Firefox -> Preferences -> Advanced -> Network and click 
the Clear Now button.

6. Check login items.
Background applications and processes can slow 

down your Mac. Open the Accounts system preference, 
select your account, and click the Login Items button to 
take a gander at what's slated to run at startup. Do you 
need everything it lists? If not, delete the unnecessary 
items.

7. Check Activity Monitor.
Launch Activity Monitor (found in /Applications/

Utilities), choose My Processes from the pop-up menu at 
the top of the window, and click the %CPU heading. Look 
at the top several items. This tells you what's drawing 
most of your Mac's attention. Are there items there that 
you can do without?

8. Quit applications.
Per the last suggestion, it's very easy to run multiple 

applications on your Mac. But perhaps there are more 
running than you need. Look in the Dock. If you see scads 
of applications with little blue dots beneath their icons 
(indicating that they're active), quit those you aren't 
planning to use in the near future.

9. Speed up your wireless network.
There are times that your network is the bottleneck 

rather than your Mac. If you suspect this is the case, take 
a look at Macworld contributor Glenn Fleishman's Speed 
Up Your Wireless Network. It's the goods.

10. Buy a faster (or di!erent) drive.
A faster hard drive can speed up your Mac as can 

a solid state drive (SSD). SSDs can have read and write 
times that are four to "ve times faster than a standard 
spinning hard drive.

And more? Certainly. We have lots of helpful forum 
members here. If you are such a member, feel free to add 
suggestions of your own in the comments area.

Credits
Macworld Senior Editor Christopher Breen is the 

author of "Secrets of the iPod and iTunes (6th edition)," 
and "The iPod and iTunes Pocket Guide (4th edition)" 
both from Peachpit Press and "Mac OS X 10.5 Leopard 
Essential Training (video)" from lynda.com

Find Chris' books at www.amazon.com and www.
peachpit.com. Get special user group pricing on 
Macworld Magazine! Subscribe today at http://www.
macworld.com/usero!er

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.peachpit.com
http://www.peachpit.com
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.bookrapper.com
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Apple User Group Discounts
Contact your local Apple User Group for the Discount Codes for these o!ers. To #nd your local User Group please see Page 71

ASSERO Defender iPad protector – 20% O!

ASSERO iPad accessories provide a portable and 
protective way to carry your Apple iPad. The Defender 
provides a back- or forward-facing design which 
permits mobile hands-free iPad use with a comfortable, 
ergonomic design that allows typing with both hands. 
With a signature mobile desktop, ASSERO’s 4-in-1 
convertible backpacks are perfect for active, technology-
savvy individuals. High-quality fabrics include mesh 
breathable straps and backing, soft #eece-like interior 
fabric for ipad/screen protection, and pockets for 
personal belongings

With a regular price of US$129.99, this special Apple 
User Group price is US$103.99.

Promo code: APPLEMUG
Valid until: September 1, 2011.
www.asseroindustries.com

video2brain Learn by Video series – 30% O!

video2brain online courses feature hi-def video, 
bookmarks, easy-to-use interface, and high-quality 
exercise "les. video2brain is the creator of the popular 
Adobe Press Learn by Video series. Have questions, 
contact mugdeal@video2brain.com about the following 
courses:

 Getting Started with Adobe Photoshop Elements 9
 Combining Images with Photoshop Elements 9
 Photoshop Black-and-White Workshop
 Photoshop Curves Workshop
 Photoshop Selections Workshop
 Creating Perspective in Photoshop

Usually US$29.99 for these video2brain online 
courses, this Apple User Group o!er reduces the price to 
US$20.99 for each of these six select videos.

Coupon code: MUGMAR2011
Valid until: May 31, 2011.
www.video2brain.com

The New Audioglove – 25% O!

Fadigear has just introduced the Audioglove, a case 
that amps up your iPhone 3GS or 4 and turns it into a 
hands-free device. This case comes in 10 di!erent styles, 
and, with its bomb-proof sleek design, keeps you safe, 
seen and heard.

The two-piece iPhone Audioglove redirects the 
sound towards the user, and ampli"es it by 12db. Your 
iPhone becomes a boom-box, a hands-free mobile o%ce, 
a "lm studio or a voice-controlled tool for any app on the 
market. Fadigear also provides bicycle and car mounts 
and a desktop stand that are on the cutting edge of 
innovation in active techno gear for your iPhone.

The possibilities are endless, and the usual price of 
US$34.99 has been reduced to only US$26.25 for this 
limited-time user group o!er.

Coupon code: macdaddy
Valid until: May 31, 2011.
www.fadigear.com

http://www.asseroindustries.com/
http://www.video2brain.com/en/mugdeal
http://www.fadigear.com/
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30% O! MediaWorks 7

MediaWorks’ multi-track Sequencer window makes 
it easy to create precisely timed, unlimited layered 
multimedia presentations that are not possible in other 
consumer-level multimedia applications like iPhoto, 
iMovie and Keynote. Export to a variety of standard 
formats and burn to a consumer DVD, upload to an 
Apple mobile device, or post to a web page like we have 
done on the MediaWorks’ Product Tour web page. Add 
buttons to create rich interactive presentations that may 
be freely distributed and played with the cross-platform 
MediaWorks Player applications.

The standard retail price is US$79.95, and the 
upgrade for registered users is US$39.95. User group 
members get a 30% discount on their entire order.

Coupon code: CPN5451699110
Valid until: April 30, 2011.
www.mediaworkssoftware.com

25% O! Stylish UNIEA Cases

UNIEA is passionate about Apple gadgets. From its 
early beginnings, UNIEA’s main focus has been to create 
stylish, protective cases for the iPhone, iPod, iPad, and 
MacBooks that hold up against your active lifestyle 
and give you a look that matches your own personal 
character.

UNIEA is o!ering an exclusive, Apple User Group-only 
discount of 25% o! your entire order.

Promotional code: unieamug
Valid until: May 15, 2011.
www.uniea.com

SEO PowerSuite – 50% o!

SEO PowerSuite is industry-standard software that 
helps over 165,000 users worldwide secure top 10 
website rankings on Google, Yahoo and other search 
engines. It handles each website promotion task: &the 
choice of SEO-e!ective keywords, content and HTML 
code optimization, link building, rank tracking and more. 
The toolkit includes four tools:
• Rank Tracker  •    SEO SpyGlass
• WebSite Auditor •    LinkAssistant

You can download a free edition to try the product
The Apple user Group exclusive price is only US$199, 

50% o! the original price of US$399.
www.link-assistant.com
This worldwide o!er is valid through April 30, 2011.

Acknowledgements
The above discounts were bought to you by the 

Apple User Group Advisory Board and are valid for 
members of Apple User Groups only.

Be sure to subscribe to the Apple User Group Market 
Report podcast. The AUG Market Report and Resource 
blog are great sources for information about Apple User 
Groups, vendor discounts, special events, interesting 
reviews, stimulating training and more.

For public information about vendor o!ers and more 
visit: Apple User Group Resources

http://www.mediaworkssoftware.com/producttour.html
http://www.mediaworkssoftware.com/order.html
http://www.uniea.com/
http://www.link-assistant.com/download.html
http://www.link-assistant.com/buy/order.php?d=app-ug
http://web.mac.com/ugab/Apple_User_Group_Advisory_Board_Site/AUG_Market/AUG_Market.html
http://web.mac.com/ugab/Apple_User_Group_Advisory_Board_Site/AUG_Market/AUG_Market.html
http://appleusergroupresources.com/
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Discounts for AppleUsers Spotlight Readers
These discounts are available to all readers of the AppleUsers Spotlight

AKVIS Lightshop – 20% Discount
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People by their nature are attracted by things that 
shine, sparkle, glow and glitter. A light e!ect draws 
attention and animates any photo.

AKVIS LightShop helps you create amazing light 
e!ects: lightning in a stormy sky, a colorful rainbow over 
a city, a re#ection on a raindrop, the glow on smoldering 
wood in a "re-place, alien signs blazing in the night sky, 
#ares on the sun, the lights of distant planets, "reworks - 
wherever your imagination may take you!

Light e!ects can brighten up any photo: make it look 
more natural (by adding re#ections on shiny objects) 
or on the contrary - add a bit of magic and fantasy. Just 
a few clicks and the eyes of your loved one sparkle like 
diamonds; some simple manipulations and a moonlit 
road appears in night scenery.

Professional designers will "nd for light e!ects many 
uses. They may apply re#ections and glows to glamour 
photography - to make jewelry and precious stones 
sparkle on the images of celebrities; or use e!ects in 
advertisement catalogues to draw attention to exclusive 
articles. Christmas postcards can not do without magic 
lights and glows. Dull landscape shots can be saved by 
the sun rays or re#ections on water.

AKVIS LightShop lets you create an in"nite number of 
light e!ects!

Light e!ects often have a complex structure and 
many parameters and modi"ers. However, thanks to the 
Hints to every parameter and the preview window, users 
will not get lost in the interface. A bit of practice and you 
can create the most extraordinary e!ects.

For your convenience the program o!ers a number of 
ready-to-use light e!ects (presets) that can be applied in 
their initial version or can be modi"ed. First you can train 
on available light e!ects and than create your exclusive 
ones. It is possible to save your own presets to use them 
in the future.

The program is available in two versions – as an 
independent program (standalone) and as a plug-in to 
a photo editor. The plug-in version is compatible with 
Adobe Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, Paint Shop Pro 
etc.

Discount Code: AppleUsers
Learn more about AKVIS LightShop

Get 20% Discount on all AKVIS products!
Use the Discount Code AppleUsers

Specials from PICA Australia

Reunion 9 – 15% o!

Reunion is a genealogy software program — a 
"family tree program" — for the Macintosh. Reunion 
helps you to document, store, and display information 
about your family — your ancestors, descendants, 
cousins, etc. It records names, dates, places, facts, plenty 
of notes, sources of information, pictures, sounds, and 
videos. It shows family relationships in an elegant, 
graphic form — people and families are linked in an 
easy-to-understand fashion. 

http://akvis.com/en/lightshop/index.php
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Reunion makes it easy to publish your family tree 
information — even if you want to share it on the Web. 
You can automatically create common genealogy 
reports, charts, and forms, as well as birthday calendars, 
mailing lists, questionnaires, indexes, and other lists. 
Reunion even calculates relationships, ages, life 
expectancies, and statistics.

Reunion also creates large, high-resolution, graphic 
charts allowing complete on-screen editing of boxes, 
lines, fonts, and colors. Wall charts are one of its 
specialties.

Requires any Power PC Macintosh, or Intel Mac with&a 
CD drive running Mac OS 10.3.9 or newer.

PICA Order Code: LP02
Normally, $189.95, AppleUser Spotlight readers can 

purchase Reunion 9 for $161.46
More info about Reunion 9 @ PICA

Manga Studio Debut
Anyone Can Create Manga and Comic Art! Manga 

Studio 4.0
Debut allows aspiring artists and hobbyists to create 

professional looking color and black and white manga 
and comic art as it combines all of the essential tools 
and features you need to create manga and comics from 
start to "nish. 

Complete artistic control: Sketch original art with a 
mouse or tablet, scan in existing art, or import artwork 
or graphics to get started. It’s easy with Manga Studio 
Debut! 

Design with attention to detail: Choose from over 
2,300 professional-grade screen tones to add dimension, 
depth and character to your art. 

Invigorate your drawings: Easily color and "ll 
your Manga or Comic using the integrated color set, 
advanced shading tools, and pattern brushes. 

Bring your Characters to Life: Pre-designed word 
balloons allow you to quickly add dialog to your 
creations.

Apply special e!ects: Add focus and speed line 
e!ects in seconds to express motion or moods. 

Publish your work: Output professional quality 
manga for print or web in various "le formats. 

Whether you're a newcomer to manga or a 
professional comic artist, whether you create art for work 
or for pleasure, Manga Studio will help you create top 
quality color and black and white manga and comics.

System Requirements
• OS X 10.4.11 or higher, or OS X 10.5.3 or higher 
• Intel Processors and PowerPC G5, G4 processor 

867MHz or faster 
• 1 GB RAM 
• 1.1 GB hard disk space 
• WXGA (1280 x 800), SXGA (1280 x 1024) 24-bit color 

display 
• Pen Tablet (recommended) Wacom FAVO, Bamboo, 

Intuos, Cintiq, PL series etc. 
• TWAIN 32 #atbed scanner (optional) 
• CD-ROM Drive

PICA Order Code: ALA088
Normally, $59.95, AppleUser Spotlight readers can 

purchase Manga Studio Debut for $50.96
More info about Manga Studio Debut @ PICA

http://pica.com.au/Software/Lifestyle/REUNION9.HTM
http://pica.com.au/Software/Creativity/MangaDeb.htm
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Make Ringtones on Your Mac

Now you can make your iPhone stand out from the 
crowd. AMG's Make Ringtones on Your Mac gives you 
500 new ready-to-use ringtones along with the ability 
to create your own—so you can give all your contacts 
unique rings. 

200-plus professionally produced "Interactive 
Ringtones" Create your own custom ringtones by 
choosing from the hundreds of included multitrack 
ringtones and then remix them to your requirements. 
Add your own keyboard chops, vocals or a rap or even 
your own guitar part. The only limit is your imagination. 

New ringtones for your iPhone almost instantly 
Simply drag and drop the 500-plus included 

ringtones into iTunes, audition, select and sync with your 
iPhone as usual. 

Build your own from scratch If you're really 
adventurous, select from the hundreds of high-quality 
loops from the AMG vaults included here and build them 
from the ground up and take complete control.

Features include;
• A huge library of professionally produced loops and 

samples to create your own ringtones with from 
scratch.

• Hundreds of professionally produced interactive 
ringtone "songs" you can quickly edit, extend, 
overdub and remix to create your own custom 
ringtones

• Over 500 ringtones you can use right away
• Easy-to-follow user guide

System requirements
• 867MHz or faster PowerPC G4 or G5 or Intel processor 
• 1GB of free hard-disk space 
• iTunes
• GarageBand v 4.0 or later (iLife '08 or later) 
• iPhone

PICA Order Code: AMG005
Normally, $59.95, AppleUser Spotlight readers can 

purchase Manga Studio Debut for $50.96
More info about Make Ringtones on Your Mac @ PICA

How to Order from PICA

PICA Australia has o!ered readers of the AppleUsers 
Spotlight a 15% discount o! any software product they 
carry. (Accessories and consumables aren’t eligible)

To place your order you can either email PICA or fax 
them on 03 9336 4336, listing the;
• Product Name
• Order Code (if known)
• 15% Discount Coupon: AppleUsers
• Your name
• Your Shipping Address, including Postcode
• A contact telephone and/or email address

http://pica.com.au/Software/Music/Makeringtones.HTM
mailto:orders%40pica.com.au?subject=Order%20with%20AppleUsers%20Spotlight%20Discount
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What's New—iPhone

Big Oven App
Kate Stephenson

F inally! January is out the window and I don’t have 
to feel guilty about admitting defeat on the annual 
diet attempt. At last I can rejoice in elasticated 

waistlines and toast the return of carbs with pizza and 
beer! And just in time for dinner, the culinary geniuses at 
Big Oven have released a delicious new updated version 
of their App for 2011, which is now easier to use than 
ever, bringing over 170,000 recipes to your table- from 
rhubarb and ginger crumble to deep fried camembert. 

Whether you are stuck for something for dinner, 
feel like trying something new, or want to impress 
with something outlandish, Big Oven o!ers you a 
smorgasbord of recipes from all corners of the globe. And 
what’s more, the App is completely free, so you can lavish 
more money on the contents of your shopping trolley. 
Or buy everything from the posh organic deli down the 
road. 

The new and improved Big Oven App now has a log-
in feature, which is also free, allowing you to compile a 
‘Try Soon’ list of recipes that catch your eye; share your 
own recipes and foodie photos and even review other 
people’s culinary feats- it’s a social network dedicated to 
everything that makes your mouth water. You can "nd 
out who really has the best recipe for Yorkshire pudding, 
(answer: my Mum). There are additional click-throughs 
available to whet your appetite- ‘What’s cooking around 
me?’ o!ers you a chance to explore the cuisine of your 
local area, and ‘Ideas to Use Up Leftovers’ does exactly 
what it says on the tin.

Prepare to make your mouth water with Big Oven

Big Oven’s pro-membership is perfect for the 
domestic professional, o!ering an interactive grocery list 
that can be edited in-store, a fridge full of cooking hints 
and a very useful glossary of nutritional information. 
Pro membership does cost $15.99 per year, but it really 
should be top of the grocery list for Lords and Ladies of 
the Kitchen.

http://www.appleusers.org/store/apple-australia/
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Navionics App
Kate Stephenson

A ny salty seadog worth their weight in "shing tackle 
will tell you that sea charts are not the cheapest 
thing on the planet. Nor are they the most 

portable. That is why the Navionics App is absolutely 
indispensable for industry professionals, as well as the 
casual boat enthusiast, "sherman or water sports fanatic. 
It really is a complete marine encyclopaedia and the only 
marine based App you will ever need. 

Navionics o!ers frequently updated marine charts 
that map all areas of Australia, (but can also be purchased 
for the rest of the world). Just think how much all those 
charts would cost in hard copy- nevermind how much 
it would cost to update them! And the best thing about 
Navionics is that you will not stop receiving new updates 
to your iPhone. The vast array of Navionic knowledge 
is constantly being renewed, so you can be safe in the 
knowledge that the charts you are navigating from 
are fresher than the snapper you just caught. Shiver 
me timbers! There is no wonder Navionics won the 
Innovation & Design Awards at METS in Amsterdam in 
2010 and was referred to as ‘the coolest App a boater can 
buy’ by the National Marine Manufacturers Association. 
Seasoned mariners will already recognise the brand 
Navionics as an industry leader in marine charts- it seems 
only "tting that their App should be just as ship shape.  

Fantastic charts to enhance any sailing experience

The Navionics App boasts fantastic features, including 
extensive tide and current information, route planners, 
interactive waypointers and markers, vector charts with 
satellite overlay, a substantial database of all marine 
points of interest and indispensable knowledge of 
everything from buoys, wrecks and obstructions, to 
repair shops, anchorages, moorings, ports and marinas. 
You can even share your routes and comments via Twitter 
or Facebook- or tap into someone else’s.

It really is a bargain to get all this for just $17.99 AUS. 
Impress your friends by anchoring in the best "shing 
holes- (you don’t even need to tell them that all the 
hard work was done by Navionics). With all this insider 
information, the world really can be your oyster…. or 
cray"sh, or barramundi.
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Join Your Local Apple User Group!

! Valuable independent advice, 
help and support from 
experienced Apple users

!Monthly presentations, 
workshops, classes and special 
interest groups

! Discs of the Month full of 
Shareware, Freeware & Open 
Source Software

!Monthly Magazine (print or digital)

! Online discussion and help 
forums and mailing lists where 
you can contribute your ideas 
and get your questions answered 

!Member–only discounts on a 
variety of computer systems, 
software & consumables 

! Book & other resource libraries

Get the most out your Mac, iPod or iPhone!

Benefits of belonging to an Apple User Group include:
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