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Text: The Princess and the Pea (retold by Margaret McAlister) 

Once upon a time, there was a prince who wanted to marry a real princess. He set off around the 

world to find one. It wasn't easy. He wanted a princess who was beautiful, and born of noble parents. 

She had to have beautiful manners, too. But there something wrong with every princess he found. 

Not a single one was just right. He met some very nice girls, but not the one he wanted. He knew he 

would know her when he found her...his real princess. 

When the prince got back home, he was tired and sad. Surely there had to be a real princess 

somewhere in the world? One who was graceful, and refined, and every inch a lady? He simply didn't 

know what else he could do to find her. His parents were unhappy, too. They had been sure he would 

find his princess. 

One dark night, a fierce storm broke over the land. Everyone was scared. They huddled inside, glad 

they didn’t have to go out in the terrible weather. Jagged flashes of lightning lit up the sky. Thunder 

crashed and rolled. Right in the middle of it, someone knocked on the castle door. lt was a tiny, gentle 

knock. They barely heard it in between the almighty crashes of thunder. The king was amazed. Who 

could be out on such a night? He went down to see who it was. 

A girl stood there. She was sopping wet. Water dripped from her hair. Her clothes were dirty and 

muddy. Her shoes sloshed when she stepped forward. 

“Good evening,” she said. "I am a princess. My carriage has broken down. My coachman can’t fix it in 

this weather. May I come in and take shelter?” 

 The queen looked at her dirty, wet clothes. Was this grubby girl really a princess? She certainly didn't 

look like one. But the queen was too well-bred to say anything. She knew a way to tell if this girl really 

was who she said she was.  

 They ordered the servants to prepare a soft bed in the guest room. "I'll come myself, she said, to 

make sure everything is in order." When she reached the guest room, she made the servants take all 

the bedclothes off the bed. Then, on the bedstead, she put a tiny green pea. 

“There, “she said. “Now bring me mattresses! Every spare one you can find." On top of the pea, the 

servants put a mattress. Then another mattress … then another. The queen made them keep piling 

until there were twenty mattresses, one on top of the other. But she didn't stop there. On top of the 

twenty mattresses, she had the servants placed a feather quilt. Then another feather quilt … then 

another. She finally told them to stop when there were twenty feather quilts all piled up on the twenty 

mattresses. 

 This was where the princess was to sleep. Smiling, the queen showed her guest to her room. Then 

she went back to join the royal family. “Now,” she said to the prince, "if this is your real princess, we’ll 

know by morning!  
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