
12 July 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 530
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 13 July 2020 - SAT 18 July 2020
MON: IS 1:10-17, MT 10:34-11:1 TUE: IS 7:1-9, MT 11:20-24 WED: IS 10:5-7, 13B-16, MT 11:25-27 
THU: IS 26:7-9, 12, 16-19, MT 11:28-30 FRI: IS 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8, MT 12:1-8 SAT: MI 2:1-5, MT 
12:14-21

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the safety of the 
general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue the suspension of public 

Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. Let us 
continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you have any 
enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Join us online with the link below: 

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel

Celebrate with us

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

 18 July, 5.30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG



The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time is about God’s fidelity. The promise of Isaiah 55 and Parable of the Sower from 
Matthew's Gospel remind us that no matter what obstacles we face as his disciples, as sowers of the Good News, God will work 
effectively through us. "But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields a hundred or sixty or thirty fold."

Tuesday we celebrate Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin. Wednesday we remember Saint Bonaventure, bishop and doctor.

This week, the first readings are from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. The preaching of the first part of Isaiah contains powerful 
words about the infidelity of the people and the kings, God's sanctions so as to purify a people who would be faithful. On 
Saturday, we begin reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah.

In our readings from Matthew's Gospel we read more about the challenge of being a disciple of Jesus. He calls us to a bond with 
him that is even greater than the bonds of family. "Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it." Jesus reproaches towns where he worked miracles and the people had not repented. Jesus thanks God that, though the 
wise and the learned remain in unbelief, the childlike are open to God's grace and believe. Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest." Taking on discipleship we will find that it is easy and we will find rest in him. 
When controversy comes up about his disciples' picking grain to eat on the Sabbath, Jesus give a startling response to the 
judgment of the Pharisees: "I desire mercy, not sacrifice." Jesus leaves town when the Pharisees want to kill him to fulfill the 
Prophet Isaiah: "He will not contend or cry out, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, a 
smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory."

This Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we are reminded that God has sown good seed, but, of course, an enemy has sown weeds 
in the same field. We are not supposed to go out there judgmentally pulling up weeds, but to leave judgment to God. The way the 
Kingdom of God grows is the way tiny seeds grow and the way yeast makes dough rise: it is surprising and slow and almost 
imperceptible. If we have ears, we ought to hear.

Daily Prayer This Week

This week, we are invited to place our trust in God as we respond more and more deeply to the invitation of Jesus to be his 
disciples. Being his disciple means being connected with him with a bond stronger than any other bond in our life. It may set us 
at odds with others. Seeking self fulfillment will always be frustrating and unattainable. Letting go of ourselves for Jesus' sake 
brings a fulfillment beyond our imagining. It is not enough to be part of a wonderful family or outstanding parish community. We 
need to repent ourselves and make our own commitment. Being smart and clever are not what is required of us. Jesus asks us to 
be childlike, that is, trusting, dependent, open to learn and receive. Being his disciples means that we come to Jesus in all our 
needs, especially for the resources we need to serve him. It is as companions of Jesus' own mission that the burden of our mission 
will become lighter and quite easy. Coming to Jesus will bring refreshment and peace. A sign of our discipleship will never be 
self righteousness and judgmental of others. What he desires is that our hearts become like his: full of mercy and love. His own 
heart is moved with pity for those who are wandering, without direction, as though shepherd-less.

How can we find intimacy with God in the midst of our busy lives, while reflecting on our discipleship? By letting these precious 
messages of Jesus to us settle into our hearts. If we really hear them, they will become a part of us this week. It doesn't take much 
time. It takes a focus. Each day, we can let these words of Jesus interact with what is going on in our daily lives. For example, the 
call to be bonded with him might strike a chord in our hearts. That is, I might recognise that my bond with Jesus is weak, and I 
recognise a desire for a deeper bond. Or, I might be challenged by the invitation to let go of my need for self-fulfillment in order 
to really find real meaning in life and the true self within me. Perhaps I might feel the call to repent or to be more trusting and 
childlike or to be less judgmental and more merciful, as particularly addressed to me.

All we need to do is to begin each day simply naming these desires that the readings reveal in us. Then, throughout the day, in the 
in-between times - dressing, driving, walking from one place to another, finding myself alone here or there - I can have brief 
conversations with the Lord asking for these graces. In particularly difficult times, or in times when my weaknesses reveal 
themselves to me, I can recognise the desire more deeply and express that to the Lord, growing in gratitude for the intimacy and 
grace I am experiencing each day.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with permission.

REFLECTION

SEQUESTERED IN THE HOUSE WITH JESUS, PONDERING A PARABLE

We hear what we are prepared to hear. In this season of the spreading COVID-19 virus, when I am locked down with fellow 
elders, wondering what God wants of me, I discover that I have been prepared to hear this Sunday’s gospel -- and Isaiah, too -- 
in new ways. The setting begins with Jesus leaving a lake-side house, addressing crowds from a boat in “parables.” It is not clear, 
at first, what the sample parable is supposed to mean. Jesus speaks of seeds carried off by birds, scorched by the sun, choked by 
thorns, but then some of them take root in deep soil, yielding abundantly. What Palestinian peasants were to make of that, beyond 
the dramatic contrast between a series of unpromising beginnings and the abundant harvest, is hard to imagine. That catches 
some of my own puzzlement, as I imagine myself sequestered with fellow aging disciples and Jesus, contemplating the chaos 
(social, spiritual, economic, political, and ecological) that confronts us here and now.

The them-versus-us talk (crowd-outside versus us-inside) echoes my sense of being among disciples of Jesus (that is, 
privileged learners sitting at the feet of our Teacher Jesus) fits with being part of a group of privileged “companions of Jesus” 
(first called ‘Jesuits’ by our enemies) and echoes my feeling that I’m old enough to know better but I’m still full of questions 
for my Master. How does being quarantined in the house prepare me to prepare for resuming my call to continue Jesus’ 
mission if and when some kind of new normal follows? The disciples (collectively!) ask Jesus why he addresses the crowds 
in parables (a rather indirect way of asking, ‘What are you really getting at with all this farming talk?’). Suddenly all my 
usual thoughts about this familiar parable of the Sower fall away, when Jesus says, “You already know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven; it has not yet been given to them.” Then Jesus quotes Isaiah 6 to the effect that Isaiah’s prophecy is 
fulfilled in those outsiders:

Gross is the heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their ears, they have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts and be converted and I heal them.

Then comes an unexpected zinger, found not in Isaiah but only here in Matthew and in Jesus’ prayer in Luke 10:23-24,

But blessed are your eyes because they see and your ears because they hear. Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and hear what you hear but did not hear it.

It has become standard for some scholars to summarise this application of Isaiah 6 to mean that Jesus “punishes with parables.” 
What I heard in my prayer today is something else: that Jesus, imitating the indirect question of his disciples, is not so much 
condemning the outsiders but challenging the “insider” disciples. Having seen and known Jesus they were indeed blessed, but 
they had not been converted and been healed and so had not produced fruit because they still lacked interior understanding. They 
had not “taken it to heart.” This comports with what we hear about the disciples five other times in this gospel -- that they 
understand Jesus but have little faith when it comes to acting on that knowledge.

The composers of the Lectionary have done us a great service by including for this Sunday another passage from Isaiah, 
indeed a parable, Isaiah 55:11-12. Those two verses are a complete parable illustrating the prior four verses, 7-10, which are 
a call to for God’s people to change their ways: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways.” Then 
comes today’s reading,

For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not remain there till they have watered the earth, making 
it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who sows and bread to the one who eats,

So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth. It shall not return to me empty, but shall do what pleases me, achieving 
the end for which I sent it.

What better news could come to a group of puzzled, frightened, disciples self-quarantined with their prophetic Teacher, who has 
just informed us that we have already been given what we need for understanding, conversion, healing, and fruitful collaboration 
in Jesus’ mission? All we need is to wake up to who and what we have in Jesus our risen Lord and to ask our questions straight 
on. God help us. 

Source: http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

12 July 2020, 12.30pm

Join us online with the link below: 

Church of Saints Peter and Paul presents
A Series of Carmelite Spirituality Talks

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/
http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Our Father



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Join us online with the link below: 

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email below

Every Thursday
10.00am 

spp.sg.ijdevotion@gmail.com

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

https://tinyurl.com/yc9tnvqu

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，
可获得堂区资讯与信息。

将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

7月11日，星期六，早上10时

PARISH NEWS

CANTONESE RETREAT - SPP Cantonese Group & SHBCC regret to announce that in line with the safety 
measure of COVID-19, our annual Cantonese retreat (August 10) have to be canceled for this year. 



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a Catechist is truly God's work. 
Because of this, a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to partake in the mission 
of God to bring Christ's light to all. We ask for prayers that more people will respond 
to this calling and the grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If any of you feel 
called or would like to discern your call, please contact Elisa & Nicolette email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.





SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg


