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DO YOU NEED HELP AND ADVICE?

COTGRAVE ADVICE CENTRE
Methodist Church Hall, Bingham Road

Open: Tuesday and Thursday 9 am to 12 noon

Telephone: 989 3294 (during opening hours)

No appointment necessary

Our advisers will help with

Consumer, Employment & Housing Rights,

Council Tax, Debt Counselling, Tax

and Form-filling

Welfare Benefits, 

Strictly confidential service - entirely free

Then come and talk to us at

 

The Family Funeral Service
Owned and personally managed by the Lymn Rose family since 1907

24 hour service
Pre-paid funeral plans

Serving the Cotgrave area

RADCLIFFE
"Radcliffe & District", 59 Main Road    Tel: 0115 933 2257

WEST BRIDGFORD
Rutland House, Melton Road    Tel: 0115 969 6006

RUDDINGTON
"Albert Oliver & Sons", Easthorpe Street    Tel: 0115 921 1075

"Our family serving your family"

QUALITY ASSURED

www.lymn.co.uk
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Diary Dates 

May 
1st Ladies Fellowship, All Saints' Church, 7:00 pm 
5th Methodist Church Open Door, 10:30 am to 12:00 noon 
6th Tea and Cakes on the Lawn, Church Barn Owthorpe,  

2:30 pm to 4:30 pm (see page 23) 
8th WI outing to Yoxall Lodge Bluebell Woods 
9th Ladies Fellowship visit to Highgrove 
 
15th Copy date for the June edition of The Cross 
 
15th B&DCS concert - The Armed Man - A Mass for Peace, St 

Mary's Church, Bingham, 8:15 pm (see page 15) 
16th Plant Sale & Coffee Evening, Browns Lane, Stanton-on-

the-Wolds, 7:30 pm (see page 4) 
17th Ladies Fellowship lunch at Harry Ramsden's 
19th St Peter's Fair, Tollerton, 12 noon - 5.00 pm (see page 34) 
21st WI Monthly Meeting, Scout & Guide Hall, 7:30 pm 
26th to 'Grantham on Water' - IWA National Trailboat Festival,  
28th Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir (see page 28) 
28th Prayer Walk in Cotgrave, meet at Grannies, 2:00 pm 

 

 

June 
2nd Methodist Church Open Door, 10:30 am to 12:00 noon 
9th Wine Walk, Owthorpe, 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm (see page 23) 
 
19th Copy date for the July edition of The Cross 

 

 

Editors' Note: We are very pleased this month to include items from our 
neighbouring parish of Owthorpe.  We hope to have more articles about 
Owthorpe in future editions of The Cross. 
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Reflection 

Matthew 6.21 'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also'. 

During Holy Week at All Saints' pirates took over the church.  They 
came together from all over Cotgrave and beyond to join in the search 
for treasure.  Once they had discovered the treasure map on Monday, 
each day they found a new clue to the treasure's location, which they 
finally discovered on Good Friday - Jesus.  The treasure beyond price 
and beyond measure.   

My thanks go to the pirates, ably captained by Dennis Thomsen, and 
all the 'landlubbers' who by the end of a week with the pirates had 
gained their sea legs. 

During all the fun, laughter, singing and merriment a powerful question 
formed in my mind, 'What do I most treasure in life and how does my 
day-to-day life show that it is important for me?'  Strangely the answer 
came in a series of 'Fs' - Family, Friends, Fellowship with others and 
my Father in heaven.  I would hope that as these are so important to 
me that I would make 'quality time', rather than just slotting in to left-
over moments, to have fun with my family members and friends; that I 
would show how much time spent in fellowship with others that I 
encounter in my ministry means to me; that my faith in my heavenly 
Father would inspire my actions and my words.  Only in doing these 
could I truly claim that my heart and my treasure were one. 

It is a difficult question to ask of anyone, and even more difficult to ask 
it of ourselves, 'Do you commit your heart to your treasure, and if not 
why not?' 

Revd Paul Massey 
 
 

Plant Sale & Coffee Evening 
Fred & Mavis Barber will be holding their annual Plant Sale and Coffee 
Evening at 144 Browns Lane, Stanton-on-the-Wolds on Wednesday 
May 16th, starting at 7:30 pm.  Tickets are 30p and all profits will go to 
All Saints' church funds.  This is a great opportunity to buy plants for 
bedding and hanging baskets.  As usual, there will be a raffle and a 
bring-and-buy table. 



  3 

All Saints'  

Parish Church 

 

Rector: Revd Paul Massey, The Rectory, Thurman Drive, 
Cotgrave.  Tel/Fax 989 2223 

Sunday Services 
  8:00 am Eucharist 
  9:00 am Eucharist at St. Margaret's, Owthorpe 
 (second and fourth Sundays in the month) 
10:00 am Eucharist (Young Saints in Choir Vestry) or 
10:30 am Family Service (first Sunday in the month only) 
  6:00 pm Eucharist (first Sunday in the month only) or 
  6:00 pm Evensong & Sermon (not first Sunday in the month) 

Weekday Services 
Thursday   7:30 am Eucharist 
 10:00 am Eucharist 
Saturday   8:30 am Shekinah (prayer & reflection) 

Weekend Opening Times 
Saturday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Sunday: after the morning service until 5:00 pm 
 
If you would like admission to the church outside these hours, please 
telephone John Severn on 989 2667. 

Acorn Club 
The Acorn Club meets in All Saints' Church every 
Wednesday from 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 

The club is open to anyone who looks after children of 
pre-school age: mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, 
grandparents or even neighbours.  Come along for a 
chat with other carers while the little ones tire themselves out playing 
with the toys, books and colourings.  We have tea and coffee for 
parents, squash and, of course, biscuits! 
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Thank you 
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards and good wishes for a 
speedy recovery after my knee surgery. 

I would also like to thank all the people who called to see me and 
brought the lovely flowers and plants. 

All was very much appreciated; it is good to know that I live amongst 
so many friends. 

Thank you once again. 

Sheila Taylor 
 

Ladies Fellowship 
We had no meeting in April as we were all celebrating Holy Week.  
But, on Tuesday May 1st, we will gather again to hear 'Gossip from the 
Gallery' with Barbara Bradley.  See you in Church at 7:00 pm and bring 
something for the sales table if you can. 

May is a very busy month.  Not only do we have our regular meeting, 
but we hope to go to Highgrove on Wednesday May 9th - this is a day 
trip and will cost £25 each.  And then on Thursday May 17th, Val has 
arranged a trip for us - a Fish & Chips lunch at Harry Ramsden's. 

Carol Taylor 
 

Good Home Wanted … 
The magazine editors have an Epson Stylus Photo 890 printer and a 
Plustek OpticPro UT12 flat-bed scanner that are no longer needed.  If 
anyone can put them to good use, please get in touch with us (937 
3060).  We don't want any money for them, but a donation for church 
funds would be welcome. 

They are both about four years old but they work (although the printer 
needs its colour cartridge replaced) and come with mains cables, USB 
cables and the appropriate installation CDs.  The scanner CD includes 
some basic OCR software and there is one spare black cartridge for 
the printer. 

Les & Fiona Carruthers 
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Cotgrave Welfare Bowls Club 

The Cotgrave Welfare Bowls Club welcomes new 
and established players of any age for the season 
which began in April. 

The greens are a legacy from the mining 
community.  But they are not just for Cotgrave 
residents - anyone from the nearby villages is most 
welcome to use them.  At the Club you will be able 
to play on two of the finest greens in the county, 
which are fully-maintained by the Welfare Scheme.   

It's not a problem if you have never played before - if you would like to 
give bowls a try at Cotgrave we will give you an hour's free coaching. 

Too often, lawn green bowls is seen as an older person's game.  
However the truth is that modern bowls is a game for anyone from 
eight to eighty, and it can be as competitive and exciting as football or 
tennis. 

The game is played on a 34-40 metre square of grass called the green 
which is divided into playing areas called rinks. Each bowl must be 
delivered with the correct force, along the correct line.  The object is to 
get your bowls closer to the 'jack' than those of the opposition.  This is 
not as easy as it sounds - bowls are shaped so that they do not run in 
a straight line, but take a curved path. 

As a leisure pursuit, bowls is an excellent way to meet and enjoy the 
company of others.  Don't think you have to conform to the 
stereotypical bowls player to apply - the offer is open to everyone - 
male and female. 

Bowls is an all year round enjoyment which is carried on in the winter 
months at indoor centres. 

If you are interested, please contact me (Bryan) on (0115) 989 2878. 

 

Bryan Boler 
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Book Reviews - Teenage Fiction 

'The Philosophy Files' by Stephen Law 

There are few books of much merit whose 
covers are adorned in lime green and 
imprinted with the face of a talking pig, but 
'The Philosophy Files' seems to be an 
exception to this rule. 

In its two-hundred-and-fourteen paperback 
pages, divided up into eight chapters (or 
'files'), it outlines complex philosophical 
issues.  But, better still, it explains them in 
prose that can actually be understood by most 
human beings, particularly those between the 
ages of thirteen and sixteen. 

Many of this generation's young adults find themselves filling the void 
of their spare time in front of the Xbox or computer, which, it must be 
said, is not a good means of exercising one's brain.  However, 'The  
Philosophy Files' looks set to change this situation for the better, as it 
provides today's youngster with a source of information about topical 
issues, and allows them to develop their minds. 

Whether a beginner or an expert, you will know that philosophy is a 
very complicated subject, occasionally leaving people pondering their 
own mortality. 

Initially, younger readers may feel that they have been 'thrown in at the 
deep end' as the book is unbiased, and lets readers make up their own 
minds about the topics covered, but this book breaks philosophy down 
into bite-size chunks through the use of anecdotes and humour, which 
are topped off with the addition of lively illustrations. 

All in all, 'The Philosophy Files' is an informative, intelligent, and above 
all, fun book to read, which I, for one, believe will change the attitudes 
of the nation's young people. 
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'Framed' by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Hmm, 'Framed' is a difficult book to review.  
I found that the plot didn't really take off 
until about 270 pages in to the book, and 
by then I was so sick of it that I had to drag 
myself away from watching daytime 
television.  The sudden excess of plot 
overwhelmed me considerably: three 
parties all trying to steal a painting for three 
different 'insurance jobs'. 

To give you an overview of the story, it 
follows the escapades of Dylan Hughes, a 
naïve little boy working with his family in a 
petrol station in Wales.  Not the best 
foundation for a book, you may think, but its 

dignity is tarnished even more so with the liberal sprinkling of boring 
statistics about the cars that came in to the petrol station.  At first, I 
saw it as a sweet little quirk making little Dylan seem more child-like 
but, after a while, I just felt like punching him in the face! 

And don't get me started on the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.  
There's a reference to them on every other page.  And we all know that 
the Turtles, God bless 'em, were dreadful when they first came out! 

But it's not all bad.  Some sections were brimming with ingenious 
humour, and I suppose I learned a bit about cars as well.  Did you 
know that the Jaguar XJ 4.2 V8 Sovereign has a special device in the 
suspension that lowers the front bumper by several millimetres to 
increase air resistance when travelling at 100mph?  Did you really 
need to know, though? 

So, should you read this book?  Probably not.  If you want useless 
facts about cars, watch Top Gear.  If you want to know about the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, buy a back issue of the TMNT 
magazine.  And if you want book that you can read and enjoy… buy 
something else! 

 
Phillip Carruthers 
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WI News and Information 

Our May meeting on Monday 21st will follow the 
regular May pattern when we discuss the 
resolutions to be voted on at the National AGM in 
London in June. 

This year Mary Gadd will be our delegate when, 
for the first time, it has been decided to have only 
one resolution.  It is "that this meeting urges HM 
Government to stop the closure of Community 

Hospitals which provide essential services to local people". 

Our own meeting will be led by Mrs Joan French and she would like 
you to come along and express your opinion.  The tea hostesses will 
be Joyce Baker and June Hicks who have also offered the raffles. 

We had three very interesting meetings in April.  First Ann 
Widdecombe MP came to our AGM at the Royal Concert Hall to talk 
about her career both as a writer and a politician.  Her common-sense 
approach to life as it is today was loudly applauded. 

Then another author of note, Elizabeth Chadwick, came to our Group 
Meeting to talk about her historical novels.  From a slow start she has 
now become well known and her books are printed in many 
languages. 

Thirdly, Mr John Whitfield gave a most interesting talk on The Queen's 
Prime Ministers.  There are ten in all, but he only had time to cover just 
the first five – Winston Churchill, Anthony Eden, Harold Macmillan, 
Alec Douglas-Home and Harold Wilson. 

We hope to have an outing to the Bluebell Woods at Yoxall Lodge on 
Tuesday 8th May.  If you are interested please contact Dorothy Worville 
as soon as possible on 989 9327. 

Looking ahead to October 4th, we have the last of the 90th year 
celebrations with an evening with Pam Ayres at the Royal Concert Hall 
at 7:30 pm.  The application list is now circulating – don't miss out. 

Kath Drakes 
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Hair  Design
4 U

Unit 1A, The Precinct,

Cotgrave

(above Eye Check)

Tel : 989 4698

Quality unisex
hair salon

 

Balmoral
School of Motoring

22 Candleby Lane, Cotgrave, Nottingham

















 Your Friendly & Reliable Driving School

 Hourly Lessons /  Intensive Courses

 Manual & Automatic Cars

 Discount Schemes

 Individual Tuition

 Gift Vouchers

 Theory Test Instruction

 Motorway /  Refresher /  Pass Plus Lessons

0115 989 2000

 

Grannies
TEAROOM & GIFTSHOP

Traditional Home Cooked Food : Catering

Gifts : Cards

Open: Monday to Saturday 9 am to 4:45 pm

3 Bingham Road, Cotgrave Telephone: 989 4461

Flowers : Bouquets : Funeral Tributes
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Douglas & Co
Chartered Accountants





     Personal & business taxation

     Accounts preparation

     Tax returns

For your consultation, call
 on 

21 Trent View Gardens
Radcliffe-on-Trent, Nottingham

free 
Jim Douglas 0115 933 3559

www.jamesdouglas.co.uk

  

OGLESBY BUILDING SERVICES LTD

Electrical, Extensions, Property Repairs, Joinery, Plumbing & Heating

1 Hackers Close, East Bridgford, Nottingham. NG13 8PU

Telephone: East Bridgford (01949) 20450
Fax: East Bridgford (01949) 829131

FLOOR TILING - ROOF TILING - WALL TILING - DRAINAGE - DECORATING WORKS - GUTTERING
FELT ROOFING - ASPHALTING - GAS WORK - SERVICING - ELECTRICAL SURVEYS

OIL SERVICING & INSTALLATIONS

TEL : 01949 20450

Registered Office
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Favourite Recipes 

Slow Honey-roast Belly of Pork (Serves 4-6) 
 
2¼ - 2½ lb piece of belly of pork, boned with the skin left on 
5 large onions, sliced 
Cooking oil 
1 tsp crushed white peppercorns 
2-3 tbsp honey 
2 tbsp water 
Salt & pepper 
 

1. Preheat the oven to 180oC/Gas Mark 4. 

2. Score the skin of the pork. 

3. Place the sliced onions in a roasting tray and sit the pork on top, 
rind side up.  Drizzle on a little oil, press on the peppercorns and 
sprinkle with coarse sea salt.  Place in the oven for 1 hour. 

4. After 1 hour, remove from oven and baste the pork with the juices.  
If the onions are dry add a few tablespoons of water to the pan.  
Continue cooking for another 1½ hours, basting every 20 minutes. 

5. Pour the honey over the pork and increase the oven temperature 
to 200oC/Gas Mark 6.  Cook for a further 30 to 40 minutes basting 
every 10 minutes. 

6. When the pork is cooked and tender remove it from the oven and 
allow it to rest for 10-15 minutes. 

7. Heat the pan with the onions and add 2 tablespoons of water.  
Season the onions with salt and pepper. 

8. Divide the onions evenly between the number of plates and place 
the carved or portioned pork on top.  Serve with mashed potato, 
peas and apple sauce. 

 
Cooking the pork slowly reduces its fat content and tenderises the 
meat.  Delicious. 

Diana Howard 
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Count Rumford and the Tog Rating 

Do you, like most people, have a picture of the average scientist as 
being somewhat remote?  Do you envisage him locked away in an 
inaccessible laboratory and lacking, perhaps, those human 
characteristics which make others interesting to us – a touch of 
irrationality, a tendency to act on impulse, rather than on the basis of 
logical thought, even a hint of scandal, perhaps?  I often wish we could 
project our humanity and ordinariness more effectively, but the fact 
that so much science and technology, today, depends strongly on 
team-work makes it ever more difficult for the individual scientist's 
persona to shine through.  Even his nationality tends to be submerged 
beneath the requirements of an international collaboration too large for 
funding by any one country or funding agency.  And, when there are 
twenty names attached to each scientific publication, it becomes 
difficult even for the cognoscenti to be quite sure who the driving force 
behind the work was.  Finally, the modern tendency to report scientific 
progress in impersonal and strictly factual terms helps this situation not 
one tiny little bit.  

It was not always so – eighteenth century science, for example, was 
dotted with real characters who worked as individuals and reported 
their findings in a fine literary style which appealed to a much wider 
audience than today's somewhat austere renderings (though a style 

which, I have to say, often makes it more than a 
little difficult for us to understand what they were 
driving at!)  One such character was Benjamin 
Thompson – Count Rumford, who graced the latter 
half of the eighteenth century with his original 
studies of the scientific nature of heat.  In 
particular, he is credited with the first experiments 
that supported the notion of heat as being simply 
one form of energy. 

Benjamin Thompson was born in a small village, near Boston, USA in 
the year 1753 and first came to wider notice when, at the age of 
nineteen, he married a wealthy widow, fourteen years his senior and 
thus gained entry to fashionable and (British) military society.  He 
exploited his position, to establish himself as an advisor to the British 
military cause, a career move that, with the subsequent rise of the 
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revolutionary American army, led to his abandoning his wife and baby 
daughter in the interest of personal safety (I didn't say that his was a 
very moral character – only an interesting one!).  Eventually, he was 
obliged to flee his homeland and take up a Government appointment in 
England, which he combined with scientific studies, centred round his 
military interest in ballistics.  His loyalties were far from firmly 
established, however, and, after a variety of adventures, he ended up 
as a Count of the Holy Roman Empire at the court of the Elector of 
Bavaria, where his scientific work continued apace.  But, making too 
many enemies there, he eventually returned to London, to found the 
Royal Institution, a lasting monument to his energy and scientific 
enthusiasm.  Again, though, his egoism got the better of him and he 
left England once more to enjoy the patronage of the Emperor 
Napoleon in Britain's enemy, France.  Here, he married another widow 
– this time, of the celebrated chemist Lavoisier (an unfortunate victim 
of the French Revolution) – though, once again, the marriage was 
relatively short-lived!  Finally, his marital and scientific adventures 
came to a common close in 1814 when he died and was buried in 
Auteuil. 

Needless to say, it is impossible to give any meaningful account of his 
scientific work in a short article, but one topic with immediate appeal 
was his work on the thermal properties of insulating materials.  Have 
you ever wondered just what the "tog" rating of your comforting duvet 
might mean?  We all know that the larger the tog number, the warmer 
the result, but how many of us knew that the tog was originally defined 
by Rumford in 1792?  And isn't everyone desperate to know its precise 
scientific meaning?  No!  Well I shall tell you, just the same.  Hold onto 
your quilts: it is ten times the temperature difference (in degrees 
Centigrade) between opposite sides of the duvet, when one side is 
subjected to a heat input of one Watt per square metre.  Simple, really!  
The factor ten was introduced somewhat arbitrarily, in order to give a 
convenient scale – usually between one and fifteen. 

Now, every night, as you snuggle into luxurious semi-wakefulness, you 
may give thanks to Rumford for elucidating such important 
determinants of human comfort, and recognise, perhaps, that here, 
indeed, was an example of a really interesting scientist. 

 
John Orton 
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An Appreciation of Cotgrave Country Park 

When I came to live at Cotgrave last July, after having spent most of 
my life on a farm, I thought I should feel shut in and have nothing to 
do.  How wrong can you be? 

The very first morning I awoke early: the sun was shining, it was during 
last July's heatwave.  I had no cattle to go and look at, so I decided to 
take my dog and investigate the Country Park.  What a revelation!  So 
many different ways to go, grassy paths, hard paths, woodland, canal 
side, the lovely Heron Lake with swans and other waterfowl, seats to 
sit on if you felt like a rest and, on the far side, cattle grazing and farm 
crops to look at - an extra bonus for me and a reminder that long 
before the colliery came to Cotgrave the whole area was farmland. 

I remember thinking to myself on that first morning: I am going to enjoy 
living in Cotgrave if I can walk here most days.  So nearly every day 
sees me setting off before breakfast come rain or shine.  Judy and I 
have got to know the other dog walkers, we greet one another with a 
cheerful good morning and the dogs have a friendly sniff. 

I am becoming quite a bird-watcher and I have always been interested 
in trees and wild flowers; every walk I learn something new.  I have 
only two gripes, why do people carry full bottles and cans on their 
walks and then, when they have consumed the contents, can't be 
bothered to carry the empties back home?  Also, why do some dog 
owners go to the trouble of picking up their dog's excrement in a plastic 
bag only to then sling it into the nearest bush?  It would be far better to 
scatter the mess with a plastic scoop into the undergrowth where it can 
rot down naturally, if there isn't a bin nearby. 

I have joined the Friends of Cotgrave Country Park and have been to 
two meetings and two task mornings, where I collected four bags of 
rubbish each time.  We do need more helpers - are you interested?  
By joining you get to know what is planned and you can have your say. 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who planned 
the park and who work hard to look after such a gem on Cotgrave's 
doorstep. 

Mary Gadd 
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Bingham and District Choral Society 

On March 24th we joined Newark Choral Society to sing Parts 2 & 3 of 
Messiah, the Passiontide section of George Frederick Handel's well-
known oratorio, at Barnbygate Methodist Church, Newark to a large 
and appreciative audience.  The performance was accompanied by 
Stephen Power at the organ and the Trent Chamber Academy under 
the baton of Roger Bryan, the Song Master of Newark.  The four 
soloists, Faye Newton – Soprano, Carolyn Hawthorn – Contralto, 
Richard Roddis – Tenor and Neil Howlett – Bass, all sang splendidly.  
Read a full account of this concert at www.binghamchoral.org.uk. 

May marks the end (until September) of our regular rehearsals on 
Tuesday evenings at Toot Hill School.  But, before that, we will be 
singing The Armed Man – A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins.  This will 
be an informal concert (free to those who wish to come) on Tuesday 
May 15th at 8:15 pm at St Mary's Church, Bingham.  Our AGM follows 
a week later on May 22nd at 7:30 pm held in the Upper Room at The 
Crown in Bingham Market Place. 

Singing Workshop 
Members of Bingham & District Choral Society and friends enjoyed a 
singing workshop on 17th February at St Peter's Church, East Bridgford 
directed by Roger Bryan.  He introduced basic techniques of posture 
and voice production and soon we were all concentrating hard on our 
breathing and placing the voice.  We then explored works by English 
composers from Byrd and Tallis to Parry and Elgar.  Roger 
encouraged everyone to sight-read through the items and ensured that 
we observed all the different volume markings so that each piece was 
well rehearsed.  After a pleasant lunch, and a chat, we moved on to 
the 19th and 20th centuries; each piece was enhanced as we listened to 
each other and sang as a well-rehearsed choir. 

The workshop was well attended and enjoyed by regular choral 
members and others less used to singing.  It is now a well-established 
annual event and the next one will be in February 2008.  If you are 
interested in taking part and helping us choose the programme, please 
e-mail Paulinechater@hotmail.com or phone 01949 20882. 

Sylvia Aldworth 
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Showroom: 251 Toton Lane, Stapleford, Not t ingham NG9 7JA

Call FREE 0 8 0 0  634  3316 or 0 115 937 5155

email: mrmobilityuk@hotmail.com

Whatever type of mobility aid you want

We have the solution to suit your needs...

Caring for your every mobility need

*    Catalogue available   *    Free home visits   *

 

Free Places For 3-5 Year Olds

CONTACT US NOW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

A long-established modern day nursery in a purpose-built single storey building 

providing excellent full- and part-time day care for children aged 0-5.

Set in an acre of grounds with open views over the Vale of Belvoir countryside.

Find us just off the A46 near Cropwell Bishop

OPEN 8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to 

Friday for 52 weeks a year.

Nottingham Road, Stragglethorpe,

Radcliffe-On-Trent,

Nottingham NG12 2JU

Tel: 0115 989 4226

www.fossepaddock.co.uk

Email:fpk@fpk.eclipse.co.uk
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BYWATER PLUMBING

Your local Plumber

All plumbing/heating work
undertaken and fully guaranteed

25 years experience

Phone Rob: 0115 
Mobile: 0780 1424178

9148761

10% reduction on production of this advert
 

Candleby Veterinary SurgeryCandleby Veterinary Surgery

7 Candleby Lane, Cotgrave NG12 3JG

~~~ 0115 989 3711 ~~~

24 hour Emergency cover

Open Surgeries

Morning Appointments

Monday and Friday 2.00 to 3.00 pm

Tuesday and Thursday 5.00 to 6.30 pm

Wednesday and Saturday 9.00 to 10.00 am

Monday ~ Tuesday ~ Thursday ~ Friday

W J Reeves  MRCVS

~~~~~
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Chur ch Far m Nur sing Home Lt d
 f or  peopl e wit h dement ia

Church Lane, Cotgrave

We offer excellent nursing care for the older person in a relaxed 
and friendly environment in the centre of the community. 

Both general and psychiatric trained nurses cater for our residents’
physical and general health problems.  All our residents have a named
“Key Nurse” to act as advocate and we are keen to involve relatives
in all aspects of the care provided.

If you would like to look around and see for yourself the excellent
facilities and standards at Church Farm, please contact 

  on 989 4595 - to arrange a visit - or just pop in.John or Wynne,

Physiot her apy : Occupat ional  Ther apy : 
Hair dr essing : Open Visit ing :  Local  GP Ser vice :
Var ied Ent er tainment  : Resident s’ Meet ings.

 

WINDOW REPAIRS

Available for:

* Replacement Steamed Up Glass Sealed Units

*
*

* * *

*
*

 Sticking Doors and New Door Locks
 Patio Door Wheels and Security Locks

 Hinges  Handles  Insurance Work

 Installation company unknown or out of business?
 Take advantage of 20 years local experience in all 

types of double glazing

RING YOUR LOCAL SPECIALIST

Chris Tetley
16 Pinfold Lane, Harby

Telephone 01949 861 487

DOUBLE GLAZING DOCTOR
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MOST MAKES SUPPLIED BELOW SHOP PRICES

 

3 Bingham Road, Cotgrave.   Telephone: 0115 989 2256

Fantastic Local Value

Opening hours
7am to 9pm - Monday to Saturday

10am to 4pm - Sundays
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BURTON AUTO CENTRE







MOT CLASS 4, 5 & 7

SERVICING & REPAIRS

BOSCH & AUTOCOM

DIAGNOSTICS CENTRE

AIR CONDITIONING







COMPLETE TYRE SERVICE

EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES

Give your car a more 
responsive, livelier, 

smoother ride.

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE

0115 989 9511

BURTON AUTO CENTRE

Cropwell Bishop

www.burtonautocentre.co.uk

0115 989 9511

Has your car got
pulling power?

We can re-map
your vehicle’s

management system.

Approved Fitting Centre for

 

 

ROSE & CROWN

PUBLIC HOUSE

MAIN ROAD, COTGRAVE
         (Tel. 989 2245)

Open 12 noon - 11 pm Monday to Saturday
          12 noon - 10:30 pm Sunday

Food served all day

Daily Special Menu available 12 noon - 6:30 pm
2 courses for £5.95, 3 courses for £7.45

“Imbibing & Dining as it used to be”
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News from Cotgrave CofE Primary School 

Over on the school playing field things are changing fast.  Gone are 
the boring empty spaces around the football pitch and instead there is 
now a multitude of activities for the children to take part in.  It's formally 
known as a 'Trim Trail'.  There are wooden stepping stones, rope 
ladders, a swinging bridge to walk across and lots more. 

In another area there's a tyre challenge where the children can 
practice the techniques of balancing; in yet another area there's a 
beautiful wooden train and carriages for riding on.  Plus we have the 
willow shelter and the multi-purpose climbing frame.  All we need now 
is for the sun to shine at playtime and everyone will be very happy! 

 

Above: The 'Trim Trail' under construction 

In the KS1 outdoor area we now have a stylish roof which enables our 
pupils to have access to outdoor play equipment every day regardless 
of the weather.  We are all making the most of this as the children love 
the outdoor play equipment. 

 
 
 
 

From Sue Wilby, 
on behalf of everyone at Cotgrave C of E Primary School 
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St. Margaret's Church, Owthorpe 

Owthorpe is a small village and parish a short distance from Cotgrave 
across the A46.  St Margaret's Church in Owthorpe is a Grade II* listed 
building with important historical links to Colonel John Hutchinson# (the 
famous Governor of Nottingham and its Castle) and to the English Civil 
War.  It is the spiritual focus of the parish, but is also a lure to visitors 
attracted by both its historical connections and its idyllic rural setting.  
In 2005 a major structural crisis befell St Margaret's - water started 
flooding into the church through the roof, damaging the fabric of the 
building and affecting the 17th century memorial to the Hutchinson 
family.  Other significant structural problems were also identified and 
the church's resources were insufficient to undertake the scale of 
repairs necessary to keep pace with the rate of deterioration. 

So last year, under the guidance of The Revd Paul Massey (Priest-in-
Charge), a fundraising team, "The Friends of Owthorpe Church", was 
set up by concerned parishioners, and a series of fundraising events 
was organised to raise the monies for the repairs.  Through the 
remarkable efforts of the community during 2006, and the generosity of 
Nottingham Historic Churches Trust (NHCT), sufficient funds were 
raised for Phase 1 of the restoration, which was to re-lead and repair 
the church roof.  Work commenced in December of that year.  By 
agreeing in advance to provide 50% of the roof renovation costs, 
NHCT made what appeared to be an impossible task once again 
within the reach of our small community. 

However we must now focus our efforts on raising the considerable 
amount of money needed to enable us to undertake Phase 2 of the 
restoration, which involves essential repairs to the walls and windows.  
We have a number of fundraising events planned for this year (more 
details on page 23), and we invite you to join us. 

Rupert Earl 

 

#The inscription on Col. Hutchinson's tomb in St. Margaret's church records 

that "He died at Sandowne Castle in Kent, after 11 months harsh and strict 
imprisonment without crime or accusation - upon the 11th day of Sept., 1663, 
in the 49th yeare of his age, full of joy, in assured hope of a glorious 
resurrection." 



  23 

Restoration Fund Raising Events 

Come and join in the fun at our fundraising events for St Margaret's 
Church, Owthorpe – there will be more events later in the year. 

 

May 2007 - Tea and Cakes on the Lawn 

Sunday May 6th  
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

Church Barn, Owthorpe 

Adults £2.50, Children £1.00 

with 
Persiflage Jazz Band 
Foresters Morris Men 
Raffle, Book and Plant Stalls 
Tombola  

 

 

June 2007 - Wine Walk 

 

 

Saturday June 9th 
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Wander through various gardens 
in Owthorpe and sample wines 
and snacks from around the world 

Tickets are £10 for 5 glasses of 
wine with complementary snacks 

Call 01949 81980 for tickets 
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Neologisms II 

The Washington Post asked readers to take any word from the 
dictionary, alter it by one letter, and supply a new definition. 

Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding a stupid person that stops 
bright ideas from penetrating.  The bozone layer, unfortunately, shows 
little sign of breaking down in the near future. 

Foreploy (v.): Any misrepresentation about yourself for the purpose of 
getting laid. 

Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which renders the subject 
financially impotent for an indefinite period. 

Giraffiti (n.): Vandalism spray-painted very, very high. 

Sarchasm (n.): The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the 
person who doesn't get it. 

Hipatitis (n.): Terminal coolness. 

Karmageddon (n.): it's, like, when everybody is sending off all these 
really bad vibes, right?  And then, like, the Earth explodes and it's, like, 
a serious bummer. 

Decafalon (n.): The gruelling event of getting through the day 
consuming only things that are good for you. 

Glibido (v.): All talk and no action. 

Arachnoleptic fit (n.): The frantic dance performed just after you've 
accidentally walked through a spider web. 

Beelzebug (n.): Satan in the form of a mosquito that gets into your 
bedroom at three in the morning and cannot be cast out. 

Caterpallor (n.): The colour you turn after finding half a grub in the fruit 
you're eating.  
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PETER W. MARSHALL
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

20 Highfield Road
Keyworth

Nottingham
NG12 5JE

Tel: 0115 937 5835

ACCOUNTANCY
TAXATION
AUDIT

 

K & M LIGHTFOOT

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

EFFICIENT & FRIENDLY SERVICE

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

QUALITY PAPER HANGING

COVING & DADO RAILS

42 Mensing Avenue

Cotgr ave

Tel: 0115 989 3517

 

We offer the following facilities:















Single rooms (many en suite)

Respite and short term care

Competitive fees

Visitors always welcome at any time

Varied plan of activities and outings

Visiting hairdresser, dentist, optician and chiropodist

Spiritual care - regular pastoral visits from the clergy of the Parish Church and 
regular communion service offered within the Home

North View Nursing Home offers excellent nursing and residential 
care in a warm and friendly environment.  For further details 
either call in at the Home, or contact Matron on (0115) 989 9545.

North View Nursing Home, Owthorpe Road,
Cotgrave, Nottingham NG12 3PU
Part of the Elder Homes Group
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Who said the Grass was 
Greener ....

0115 846 5113

Call for your Free lawn quotation

www.greenergardens.co.uk







Safe for Children and Pets

Professional Products applied for You

Prices start from £15

Total lawncare service

Call us for help with

Feeding  Weeding Moss Control

Aeration Scarification

   

  




Results Guaranteed

Nottingham’s Best Lawncare Experts
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Dave More
Classical Guitar

Lessons to Grade 8

30 years experience

56 Woodview

Cotgrave

NG12 3PG

Telephone: 989 4402

 

Jeffrey & Penny Clamp

Jeffrey Clamp

PIAN O  TU N ER

Major & minor restorations

3 0  years experience

Penny Clamp

VIO LIN  REPAIRS

Violins,  violas, cellos

bought & sold

B ows re-haired

Quality new instruments for sale

competitive prices

Tel: 01529 455466

Lime Cottage, Oasby, Grantham

Lincolnshire, NG32 3NB
 

JOHN DAY
Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers

The Independent Estate Agent covering the South Notts Villages

For

HOUSE SALES

Surveys
Including Homebuyer Reports, Building Surveys and

Condition Surveys

Valuations for all purposes

The Square, Keyworth

0115 937 4580
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Grantham Canal News 

 

'Grantham on Water', the Inland Waterways Association's National 
Trailboat Festival, will take place at Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir on the 
Grantham Canal over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, Saturday 
26th, Sunday 27th and Monday 28th May 2007 

Admission is FREE and all are welcome to come along – whether or 
not you know anything about canals and boating.  It will be a great day 
out for all the family, set in the lovely countryside below the imposing 
Belvoir Castle. 

The title 'Trailboat' refers to narrow boats and similar vessels, of up to 
30ft in length, which can be towed on trailers by 4x4s and similar 
vehicles – and hence gain access to isolated sections of the inland 
waterway network. 

The aims of the Festival are: 

 to raise awareness – with the East Midlands public as well as the 
wider waterway fraternity - of this 'forgotten', beautiful, rural canal 

 to celebrate and secure the recent restoration to navigation of the 
4½ miles from the A1 to Woolsthorpe, 

 to encourage 'the powers that be' to support the re-opening of a 
further 5 miles of the canal through to Redmile so that the resultant 
9½ miles, linking a series of pretty villages with excellent pubs, will 
be a major addition to the national boating map and a contribution 
to the leisure, environmental and educational facilities of the Vale 
of Belvoir and the region  
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The event, which is hosted by the Grantham Canal Restoration Society 
will be based alongside The Rutland Arms ('Dirty Duck'), Woolsthorpe 
Wharf, Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir, - approximately five miles west of 
Grantham - and will be open from 10.00am to 6.00pm each day. 

Festival attractions will include: 

 Boat Trips on the historic canal  

 Canal boats from across the country  

 Rural Craft demonstrations  

 Theatre, Folk Songs and Jazz  

 Fishing Displays  

 Water Activities for Children  

 Terrier Racing & Dog Agility (well-behaved dogs welcome)  

 Society and Trade Stalls  

 Birds of Prey  

 Clog Dancing  

 Face Painting & Children's Entertainment  

 Real Ale  

 Quality Catering by local farmers and cooks  

 … and much, much more 

 

A Park & Ride shuttle service will operate all day from the Festival car 
park off the Belvoir to Woolsthorpe road [OS grid ref SK 823 343]  

Festival admission will be FREE, but a modest charge will be made to 
cover the Park & Ride costs. 

Belvoir Castle will be holding a special Spring Bank Holiday families' 
weekend: '2 for the price of 1' admission vouchers will be available to 
all visiting Grantham on Water beforehand. 

Up-to-date news about this event can be found on the Grantham Canal 
Restoration Society web site at www.granthamcanal.com. 

Taken from the Grantham Canal web site. 
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Trains, Trams and Travel 

It's nice sometimes to have time off work and relax, re-charge the 
batteries, get up late, go to bed late - in fact return to one's youth.  Yet, 
as an adult, there comes a time when the novelty wears off and the cat 
still wants a full English breakfast in accordance with his digestive 
needs.  Hence we are creative with our time off and do silly as well as 
practical things.  We do jobs that have been on a "To Do" list for 
sixteen years - like the shelves in the rear porch, a new light fitting in 
the bedroom and the new kitchen tap.  We also have a "Fun To Do" list 
which includes eating fish and chips out of the paper on Skegness 
Prom in the middle of January - no shortage of seats and an empty car 
park!  Simple pleasures and not too expensive - if you discount the 
cost of the petrol.  But discounting the cost of the petrol may be a thing 
of the past if politicians are to have their way.  There's no way that we 
could decide to have a Skeggie day at 9:30 in the morning and make it 
there by lunchtime using public transport.  Getting to and from the train 
or the bus station requires a bus which involves an awful lot of diesel 
and shoe leather not to mention the cost of three lots of return tickets 
each!  No, the chip shop would be shut by the time we got there.  So 
the car it was.  

Then, for the first time we had a ride on the tram from Hucknall to 
Nottingham station and back.  Despite all the local political hype about 
the tram being the transport of the future and that we should all use 
public transport more, I can't say that I was "fussed" by the trip.  Yes it 
was speedy on the non-built-up areas but when travelling through 
some narrow streets with cars parked on both sides I couldn't help 
having a feeling of foreboding that this was an accident waiting to 
happen.  Despite it only being 10 o'clock in the morning the tram was 
quite well endowed with a plethora of rubbish and an all-pervading 
aroma of something not identifiable but definitely unpleasant.  Not a 
brilliant way of persuading regular usage to my mind.  Still another 
thing off our "Fun To Do" list and now we can have our own firm 
opinion of the system rather than relying on hearsay.  

But this really set me thinking as we were driving to Keyworth one 
sunny day.  Passing what used to be the old Plumtree station it struck 
me that such a small village had been very lucky to have its own 
station and car park.  I thought about all that Victorian technology and 
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enlightened thoughts that gave us a magnificent wide-ranging 
transport system with thousands of miles of branch line which linked 
just about anywhere with everywhere.  You left parcels at stations to 
be put on trains and they were collected safely at the other end only a 
few hours later.  You sent luggage on ahead of your holiday so that it 
was waiting for you at your hotel.  Yes, I know you still had to get to the 
station but it looks to me as if it was a system that worked quite well 
even if it did deplete the world's stocks of fossil fuels.  So little old 
Plumtree with its 20 inhabitants (poetic licence!) was, if you'll pardon 
the pun, well connected for years. 

However the war to end all wars was followed by another war and in 
the aftermath of that came the freedom provided by the new 
technology that had been used to produce weapons.  This was now 
set to work producing cheaper goods, and cars began to fill the narrow 
roads and country lanes.  The freedom fought for was being used.  

Politicians, keen to cash in on the new wealth and the new freedom, 
created new taxes - so we paid purchase tax and the like, but we 
enjoyed ourselves and the Government enjoyed the revenue pouring 
into the nation's coffers.  Soon they noticed that people preferred cars 
to public transport and a man called Dr. Beeching arrived on the scene 
with a large pair of secateurs and started pruning the branch lines of 
our rail system to a mere fraction of their former glory.  Victorians could 
be heard rotating in their graves.  Apparently he managed to remove 
4,000 miles of track and some 3,000 stations.  Now I am no train-
spotting anorak, but that sounds like a lot to me and I suspect those in 
charge of public transport and greenhouse gas emissions today 
wouldn't mind having a few of those miles of track and stations back if 
only vast, sprawling housing estates, industrial units and out of town 
shopping centres weren't recumbent on the land they once occupied.  
Never mind, at least we still have our old mineral line which could be 
an advantage to us if the tram ever ventures south of the Trent - we 
may yet again become connected, but this time for passenger use. 

Oh well perhaps I should get back to the more mundane things of 
everyday life and make some new lists.  Daydreaming costs nothing 
but the washing needs doing and the cat's empty again! 

 
Happy Travelling and Best Wishes from Brenda 
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Bell Ringing Humour? 

Quasimodo finally retired and the bishop had to find a new bell ringer. 

He put the word out, but only one chap turned up and he had no arms!  
"How are you going to ring the bells when you don't have any arms?" 
asked the bishop. 

"Just watch and listen," replied the candidate. 

He proceeded to leap around the tower giving each bell a Glaswegian 
kiss.  And as his forehead struck each bell, a beautiful melody rang out 
across the square.  The bishop was enthralled and a vast crowd 
gathered to listen to the music.  They all agreed that this was a great 
improvement on anything Quasimodo had achieved. 

Unfortunately, after a few minutes, the candidate lost his footing and 
fell through the louvres.  The fall to the square below killed him 
instantly.  The bishop was mortified, but gathering himself together he 
rushed down to administer the last rites.  The people crowded in on 
him and the deceased and demanded to know who it was who had 
lifted their spirits with such wonderful sounds.  The bishop said, "I am 
afraid I don't know, but his face rings a bell"! 

There was still no bell ringer, but the next day a second candidate 
presented himself up the tower.  "Your Grace," he began, "I am the 
brother of the poor wretch who fell to his death yesterday.  I would like 
to offer my services." 

"Very well," said the bishop, "Show me what you can do." 

The man took hold of one of the bell ropes, but just as he was about to 
start he clutched his chest and dropped dead of a heart attack.  The 
bishop stood there shocked, as one of his assistants rushed forward to 
see whether there was anything that could be done.  Seeing the ringer 
was dead, he turned to the bishop and said, "I wonder who he was." 

"I don't know," the bishop replied, "But he's a dead ringer for his 
brother!" 
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Letter to the Editors 

Dear Editors, 

I read the article entitled 'Cotgrave's Lost Canal' in the April edition of your 
magazine with great interest.  However my interest rapidly turned to 
incredulity when I noticed that the item contained many errors of fact and I 
feel compelled to point them out. 

Firstly, it is unlikely that the proposed canal would have been named the 
Cotgrave Canal; it is merely an arm or branch of the Grantham Canal and 
would have been referred to as such. 

Secondly, Mr. Phule - one of the canal's engineers - most probably did not 
hail from Colston Bassett, as it is well known that most of the Nottinghamshire 
Phules resided in Gotham.  And M. Farfelu could not have studied at 
Nottingham University in the early 19th Century, since it was only established 
in the city as a college in 1881 and did not acquire university status until 1948.  

Another thing, the idea that the two engineers each surveyed half of the 
proposed canal from the halfway point outwards is simply preposterous - how 
on Earth would they have known where the centre of the canal was going to 
be unless it had been surveyed already? 

As to the map included in the article, its features clearly relate to the mid-19th 
Century, since the 'Free United Methodist Chapel' (now All Saints' Church 
Hall) in Church Lane (formerly Pepper Street), is clearly marked, and this 
wasn't built until 1852 - almost 50 years after the canal was ostensibly 
proposed.  Furthermore, in the unlikely event that the ill-fated canal was ever 
constructed, where would it get its water supply from?  The ground level at the 
terminus in Bingham Road is some 2 metres higher than it is at the 
connection with the Grantham Canal - the water would have to flow uphill! 

The final insult was the attempt to pass off the pictured benchmark as being 
contemporaneous with the surveying of the canal.  This is clearly an 
Ordnance Survey cut bench mark of late 19th century/early 20th Century origin.  
A similar mark can be found at the base of All Saints' Church tower. 

All eventually became clear, however, when I espied the name of the article's 
purported author - Avril Bouffon.  Roughly translated into English this 
becomes 'April Clown' or, if you prefer, 'April Fool'. 

via email 
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SSTT  PPEETTEERR''SS  FFAAIIRR,,  TTOOLLLLEERRTTOONN  
 

Saturday 19th May 2007 
12 noon - 5.00 pm 

 

Church Centre & Paddock, Tollerton Lane 

 
 

 

Live Music from the Stardust Trio - Jazz & Popular Standards 

& Tollerton School Recorder Group (2.00 pm) 
 

Dog Training Display (3.00 pm) 
(Canine Academy Obedience Class) 

Fun Dog Show (3.30-4.30 pm - registration from 2.00 pm) 
 

Fun for all the family 
Skittles, Coconut Shy, Bouncy Castle, Toddlers Play Zone 

 

 

Donkey Cart Rides 
 

Accessories Bonanza 
a vast array of jewellery, handbags, belts & scarves 

at value-for-money prices 
 

Stalls galore 
including Plants, Produce, Books, Bric-a-brac, Cakes, 

 Framework, Traidcraft & Grand Prize Draw 
 

Refreshments (12 noon - 4.30 pm) 

 
 

Free Parking at Oval (formerly Bankarts) 

Disabled Parking at the Rectory 
(Tel: 937 2349 to book) 

 

Admission £1 - children free 
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Our Lady of Grace 

 

Parish Team 
Fr Gregory Tobin 29 Charnwood Grove, W. Bridgford 981 4271 
 e-mail: holyspirit.wb@lineone.net 
 
Fr Peter Vellacott 29 Charnwood Grove, W. Bridgford 981 0320 
 e-mail: phvellacott@hotmail.com 
 

Parish Website www.holyspiritwb.org 

Masses and Services 
Tuesday   9:15 am Low Mass 
Thursday   9:15 am Low Mass 
Sunday 11:00 am Sung Mass 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 10:30 am to 11:00 am on the first Saturday of the month 

Children's Instruction Classes 
These classes take place from 6:30 pm to 7:15 pm on Tuesdays, at 
Our Lady's.  The classes are for children aged 5 to 11 who do not 
attend Catholic Schools. 

Charity Shop Opening Times 
Thursday  10:00 am to 12:30 pm 
Saturday 9:30 am to 12:00 noon 

Contact Details for Cotgrave Organisations 
Parish Pastoral Council Anne Ferguson 989 2693 
Children's Liturgy Sandie Clogg 989 9253 
Traidcraft Lynne Harrison 914 0577 
CAFOD Sandie Clogg 989 9253 
SVP Jeannie Dodd 937 5298 

mailto:holyspirit.wb@lineone.net
mailto:phvellacott@hotmail.com
http://www.holyspiritwb.org/
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For a free initial consultation
please call Simon Thurston on 07738 573 576

12A Fields Drive
Aslockton

Nottingham
NG13 9AG

Tel: 01949 851 403

e-mail: gardensby4seasons@hotmail.co.uk

Qualified & Experienced Garden Designer

Complete Garden Design & Construction

Planting by Experienced Soft-landscaper

Quality service at competitive price

  

Cotgrave’s Magazine

The Cross

The Cross

The Cross

The 

Cross 

 is produced by All Saints Church, Cotgrave.  The opinions 

expressed in  are not necessarily those of the Editors or of All 

Saints Church.

Advertisements published in  are accepted on the 

understanding that  they conform to the Brit ish Code of Advertising 

Practice.  The fact  that an advertisement is accepted for publication 

does not imply that  the product or service has the 

.

The Editors welcome new articles for publication.  Please send your 

submissions via e-mail to .

endorsement of 

or of All Saints Church

thecross.cotgrave@tiscali.co.uk
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Contact N icky on:
T elephone: 0115  9 8 9  9 4 3 9
M obile: 07 9 8 5  15 0  3 2 3
E -mail: nickybirks@aol.com

SEAMS

 

David V. Smith
Electrical Services

Radcliffe-on-Trent

HOUSE REWIRING
POWER POINTS
EXTRA LIGHTS
COOKER POINTS
IMMERSION HEATERS
ETC

For free estim ates 

 

•  CREATIVE DESIGN

•  PRINT

•  STATIONERY 

•  SECRETARIAL SERVICES •  SMALL BUSINESS ADMIN & MARKETING SUPPORT

•  COLOUR COPYING AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

•  PROMOTIONAL GIFTS/MERCHANDISE

•  PERSONALISED GREETING CARDSINC. WEDDING
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Give yourself the extra space 

you have always wanted by 

extending your property.

Plans drawn for planning and 

building regulations.

At competitive prices!

Initial discussion !FREE

Contact Ron Bolsher on...

 

Painter & Decorator
Lee Barnes

Professional : Reliable
Qualified Painter
Clean & Tidy

Internal or External
No job too big
or small
Free Estimates
and OAP Rates

Call:
989 2110 ( Cotgrave)
07779 345 241 ( Mobile)

 

Domestic and Commercial

Family run business
All cleaning products provided

References available
Hourly rate £10.00 (min 2 hrs)

Phone Katherine for details on:
01949 869070
07719 999791
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Reflection from Cotgrave Methodist Church 

I was walking along the prom at Blackpool on a beautiful, sunny 
morning last week.  The sea was beautiful and the sand, golden.  
Looking towards the west, I could have almost been in a tropical 
paradise.  However, once I turned to cross the road, I was faced with 
the sight of slot machines, joke shops and a number of 'authentic' 
Gypsy palm readers' cabins.  'Where is God in all this?' 

How often do our lives seem to go along in parallel existences, like the 
tram lines from Fleetwood to Bispham?  We worship God on Sunday 
morning in tranquil calm, and then Monday comes along and the 
humdrum, daily existence with the noise and clamour of life drowning 
the presence we felt only hours before.  So we ask the question, 
'Where is God in all this?' 

I wonder if, after Easter, the disciples having had the amazing 
assurance of Christ's risen presence, felt like asking that question 
while they waited, for  Christ to appear to them again - 'Where is God 
in all this?'  Of course, Christ did appear, assuring even doubting 
Thomas that he is risen indeed. 

There are many moments in our lives when we feel surrounded by the 
clutter and noise of life, uncertain of God's presence.  If we are honest 
we sometimes feel like Thomas, doubting whether Christ's presence is 
real at all.  If we take a moment to stop, look and listen, we can have 
the assurance that God in Christ is with us.  He who endured 
temptation, pain and death is alive and new life is within you and me. 

On 24th May 1738, an Anglican minister went unwillingly to a meeting 
with a friend.  His faith in Christ was established long before, but the 
assurance of that faith became a reality for him on that day when his 
heart was 'strangely warmed' by God. 

When we next ask the question 'Where is God in all this?', let us also 
remember the answer in the words of that 18th century Anglican, John 
Wesley, 'The best of all is God is with us'.  

With every blessing 
Andy 



40 

Methodist Church 

 

Ministers: Revd Andy & Revd Helen Fyall 933 2509 
Church Council 
Secretary: Mrs Rosemary Springhall 989 3902 
Church Hall Lettings: Mrs Eileen Taylor 989 3784 
 

Preachers for May 
(Services start at 10:30 am unless otherwise stated) 

6th  Mike Chadderton   
13th Ian Collinson 
20th  The Rev Andy Fyall (HC) 
27th Jean Smith 
 

Fellowship @ Grannies 
The ALPHA fellowship continues at Grannies every Thursday at 7:30 
pm.  This is an opportunity to share in worship and Bible study 
together over refreshments.  A warm welcome is extended to all. 

Over the next few weeks we will be studying some of the Psalms and 
then some words from the Bible as follows: 

May 3rd Psalm 46 
May 10th Psalm 8 
May 17th Psalm 121 
May 24th Words from the Bible - Power 
May 31st Words from the Bible - Faith 
 

Bible Studies 
Led by Mike Chadderton, we meet at 30 Mill Lane, the 
home of Jean Rutherford, at 7:30 pm on alternate 
Tuesday evenings (1st and 15th May).  For more 
information or lifts, please contact Jean Rutherford on 
989 0355.  A warm welcome is extended to all.   
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Open Door 
Each coffee morning will raise funds for a charity, and there will also 
be the opportunity to spend time in fellowship together.  The door will 
be open from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon. 

On Saturday 5th May we will be raising funds for Christian Aid.  Then 
on 2nd June we will be supporting International Nepal Fellowship. 

Community Youth Evangelist for Cotgrave 
Please continue to remember the progress of this vision in your 
prayers as we move towards advertising the evangelist's appointment 
and interviewing candidates for the post.  Interviews will take place on 
30th June. 

As mentioned previously, we still need to raise £1,000 per year (£20 
per week) towards the post locally.  Some of that amount has been 
met, but there is still a shortfall.  If you feel that you can make a regular 
gift towards the post, please contact the Revd Andy Fyall (933 2509) to 
discuss this in confidence.  Thank you.  

Prayer Chain 
The Prayer Action Group has met and set up a prayer chain.  Prayers 
are offered by phoning the first person on the chain who then forwards 
the message to the members of the prayer chain.  If you would like to 
be part of the prayer chain please contact any of the group members. 
They are (in prayer chain order): 

Jean Rutherford  989 0355 
Eileen Taylor  989 3784 
Elaine Hanby  989 4378 
The Revd Andy Fyall  933 2509 

The chain is always open to growth, so please consider joining to 
support one another in prayer. 

Women's Group 
We meet in the vestry each Wednesday at 2:00 pm for fellowship, 
discussion and prayer with a variety of speakers.  We always welcome 
new members. 

For further details, please contact Ruth Okrafo-Smart on 989 2270. 
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Prayer Walking in Cotgrave 
You are invited to meet at Grannies at 2:00 pm on Monday 28th May.  
Please join us for this time of prayer and witness. 

Website of the Month - www.christianity.com 
Have you ever felt in a fog 
when wanting to find 
Christian resources on the 
web?  Here's a website with: 

 A daily devotion 

 Christian responses to current issues 

 The Bible online 

 And, as they say, much, much more 

Why not log on and see if there is something to help you. 

Book of the Month 
The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of 
Homecoming by Henri J M Nouwen (Published by 
Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd) 

This book is an extended meditation on the very 
familiar parable of Jesus to be found in Luke 15: 
11 – 32.  In seizing the inspiration that came to him 
through Rembrandt's depiction of the powerful 
Gospel story, Nouwen probes the important 
moments of the parable: the younger son's return, 
the father's restoration of sonship, the elder son's vengeful attitude, 
and the father's compassion. 

In his reflection on Rembrandt in the light of his own journey, Nouwen 
evokes the powerful drama of the parable in a rich and captivating way 
that is sure to challenge and captivate the heart of anyone who takes 
the opportunity to read the book. 

Henri Nouwen was a bestselling writer, and pastor of the L'Arche 
Daybreak Community in Toronto.  He died in 1996. 

Revd Andy Fyall 
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All Saints' Sponsored Floodlighting 

To ensure legibility please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

I would like to sponsor the floodlighting of All Saints' Church on: 

Date(s):  ________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

To celebrate / commemorate / on behalf of:  ____________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________  

Details of your sponsorship will normally appear in the following 
month's edition of The Cross.  If you do not wish this to happen, please 
tick this box . 

The cost is £4 per night.  I enclose a cheque (payable to All Saints' 
Church) / cash to the value of £  _____________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________  

Postcode:  _____________________  Phone:  _________________  

 
If you are a UK taxpayer you might care to fill in the following details to 
enable us to reclaim tax on your gift: 

'I am a UK taxpayer intending tax to be reclaimed on the enclosed 
donation made under the Gift Aid Scheme' 

Signature:  _____________________  Date:  ___________________  

Please return to: The Rectory, 2 Thurman Drive, Cotgrave, NG12 3LG 
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All Saints' Church Floodlighting 

2nd April To celebrate the birthday of Sheila Severn. All my 
love John - John Severn 

 
 
2nd April Kath Hammond's 100th birthday -  

Step-daughter Joyce and Family  
 
 
30th April To remember the wedding anniversary of Phyllis 

Garbocz - Mr Wladyslaw Garbocz 
 
 

 
 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
 
8th April Janet Ibbotson 
15th April Isaac Wu 
15th April Madison Leggett 

 

Deaths 
 
25th March William Marr 
8th April Kyle Bower 



The Cross 

Cotgrave's Magazine - The Cross is produced by All Saints' Church, 
Cotgrave and can be purchased at Cotgrave's three churches, 
Sainsbury's Local, Grannies, The Rose & Crown, The Manvers Arms, 
Cotgrave Library, The Welfare, Market Shop and Newsagent. 

The opinions expressed in the magazine are not necessarily those of 
the Editors or of All Saints' Church. 

Advertisements published in the magazine are accepted on the 
understanding that they conform to the British Code of Advertising 
Practice.  The fact that an advertisement is accepted for publication 
does not imply that the product or service has the endorsement of the 
magazine or of All Saints' Church. 

The Editors welcome new articles for publication.  Please send us your 
submissions using the contact details below. 

editors: Fiona & Les Carruthers 

e-mail: thecross.cotgrave@tiscali.co.uk 

mail: c/o The Rectory, Thurman Drive, Cotgrave, NG12 3LG 

: 937 3060 (evenings/weekends) 

advertising: Please contact the Editors to enquire about placing 
advertisements in The Cross 

Distribution Secretary:  Carol Taylor   989 3092 

 

Copy Dates for 2007 

Edition Copy Date Edition Copy Date 

June 
July 
August 
September 

15th May 
19th June 
17th July 
21st August 

October 
November 
December/ 
January 2008 

18th September 
16th October 
20th November 



Cotgrave Contacts 

All Saints' Church (Church of England): Rector: Rev. Paul Massey,  
The Rectory, Thurman Drive, Cotgrave, NG12 3LG. 
/Fax: 989 2223; website: www.allsaintscotgrave.co.uk 

Cotgrave Advice Centre: Methodist Church Hall, Bingham Road, Cotgrave. 
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.   989 3294 

Cotgrave Futures: Candleby Lane, Cotgrave, NG12 3JG. 
 989 9208 (Reception cover each day from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm) 

Cotgrave Town Council: Clerk, Ann Ellis, Cotgrave Leisure Centre.   
 989 3876, e-mail: clerk@cotgrave-tc.gov.uk,  
website: www.cotgrave-tc.gov.uk 

Enterprise Centre: Woodview, Cotgrave, NG12 3PJ.   989 9462 

Health Centre: The Shopping Centre, Candleby Lane, Cotgrave, NG12 3JG. 
 989 2398 or 989 2579 (Out of hours emergencies: 01949 837338) 
Open weekdays 8:30 am - 12:00 noon, 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm,  
Thursdays 8:30 am - 12:00 noon only  

Leisure Centre: Woodview, Cotgrave, NG12 3PJ. 
 989 2916 (Fax: 989 3764) (Manager, David Radmall) 

Library: The Shopping Centre, Candleby Lane, Cotgrave, NG12 3JQ.   
 989 2578 Open Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri: 9:00 am -12:30 pm,  
2:00 pm - 5:30 pm; Sat: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm; Wed, Sun: closed all day 

Methodist Church: Ministers: Rev. Andy and Helen Fyall, 
10 Rockley Avenue, Radcliffe-on-Trent, NG12 1AR.  
 933 2509  e-mail: andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com   

Neighbourhood Watch: Co-ordinator, Andrew Wilkie.   989 4025 

Police Station:  945 5999 (24-hour cover) 

Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Grace: Fr. Gregory Tobin &  
Fr. Peter Vellacott, 29 Charnwood Grove, West Bridgford, NG2 7NT.   
 981 4721 & 981 0320, e-mail: holyspirit.wb@lineone.net 

Welfare Scheme: Woodview, Cotgrave, NG12 3PJ.   989 2409 

 
 

For The Cross contact details, please see inside back cover. 

Copy Date for the next edition of The Cross:  Tuesday 15th May 2007 


