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KEEP CURRENT WITH UPCOMING EVENTS IN CRUISE NEWS

NEXT ICA GET TOGETHER  

ICA / RNZYS “FOCUS ON CRUISING” EVENINGS AT THE SQUADRON DINGY LOCKER.
October 14th - Plankton Planet. Find out more about this marvelous program and see what we’ve got 

planned for those taking part in the Sail 4 Science group in the 2017 Pacific Circuit Rally..  6:00 pm  Start, 
bar opens 7:00 to 7:30 Buffet Meal $35pp Your hosts, John McIntosh and Jenna Martin.

Heaps of Updates
Sail 2 Indonesia Update

Doyle Pacific Update
What Works

Weather Planning
Getting the most out

Safe navigation in the tropics

Dawn- leaving Oyster Island - Santo 
on the full tide.
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A beautiful sunrise as we leave the plac-
id anchorage at Oyster Island, Santo.
Tides dictate the timing as the reef pas-
sage is only 2.5m at full tide, hence the 
early start.

John & Lyn

Vanuatu has been very good to us this year 
with fabulous weather and some great 
sailing. A superb welcome at Aneityum 
was followed by a “Bucket List” trip to the  
volcano, Mt Yassur on Tanna. We’ve now 
cruised as far north as Santo and swum 
with the Dugong at Epi, for more see Lyn’s 
round up on pg 20
Registrations for next years PCR are coming 
thick and fast with over twenty confirmed 
since full registration opened just over a 
month ago, with places filling fast be quick 
if you’re keen to join the fun.
For those looking to cruise next year, or 
later, the Cruising Prep seminar, November 
in Auckland has only two more places left.
Watch this space, We’re working with 
John and Leanne Hembrow to put on a 
“Passage Making” seminar in Brisbane, 
21st and 22nd January for those wanting 
to join us for the PCR and the GO East Rally 
to New Cal.

Champagne Beach - Santo

www.islandcruising.org

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2590

2017 MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS 
WONDERFUL SAIL 2 INDONESIA RALLY

Register NOW,rally open to Mono’s, Multies, Pow-
er and sail - 11-25m

ICA DOYLE FRENCH POLYNESIA RALLY
Expressions of Interest are sought for this rally

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714

CLUB NIGHT 
“FOCUS ON CRUISING” EVENING

October 14th at the RNZYS Dingy Locker - Plank-
ton Planet. Find out more about this marvellous 

program and see what we’ve got planned for 
those taking part in the Sail 4 Science group in 

the 2017 Pacific Circuit Rally..

2016 CRUISING PREP SEMINAR
Registrations are now open for this event.

DATE - 19th and 20th November
RNZYS Westhaven Auckland 

For more info or To Register click the link.
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1563

2017 ICA DOYLE PACIFIC CIRCUIT RALLY 
Register NOW, places are filling fast for this, our 

flagship rally.

NEXT UP.

mailto:john@islandcruising.co.nz
http://www.islandcruising.org
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2590
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1563
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Sail Fiji Apps for iPad
get a full face-lift.

Sail Fiji Cruising Guides in app format for the iPad are now regarded 
as the goto source of safe and accurate cruising information for cruis-
ers sailing Fiji’s waters. With over 1400 apps now sold and reacting to 
feedback from users, Sail Fiji has released Version 3. 

Sail Fiji apps now boast a new navigation format, this upgrade was re-
leased for testing in the Sail Fiji Planning app and got rave reviews. V3 
has now been released in both the Eastern and Western and Central 
Cruising Guide apps. 

Gone is the Navigation wheel, the options are now neatly listed along 
the tool bar across the foot of the screen, tapping here takes you di-
rectly to your choice. Route Screens  now scroll and larger Routes now 
scroll and zoom. Tapping any of the Icons takes you to further informa-
tion, as previously,  but the last screen and back arrow now resides in 
the header bar. Tapping here takes you directly back to the last screen 
and tapping the options on the foot take you direct to your choice, 
gone are the intermediate steps of release 1 & 2 creating an easier and 
more intuitive navigation around the app.

The Services Section now resides on a full chart of all Fiji Waters with 
area specific information just a tap away. The Services map can bee 
scrolled and zoomed to highlight the various areas.

For those looking to plan their cruising further afield from Fiji the 
Routes From section has been expanded and many new anchorages 
and routes have been added for Sail Fiji’s V3 release.

App Review...



Six days of fun
     inTropical Fiji. 

Entry fee: F$50 per adult 
(F$25 for children under 12)
Fee includes enty to race and 
ALL events including the final 
night ‘Barefoot Prize-Giving Party’. 

Call +679 666 2215 (ext 253)
mcyc@musketcovefiji.com

Book early to secure your 
marina berth or mooring.

Find us on 

Details at 
www.musketcovefiji.com

FIJI’S LEGENDARY REGATTA
16th to 21st September 2016.

M
C
Y
C

Sail Week is open to all cruisers planning to be 
in Vava’u Tonga in September/ October.

There will be lots of Fun as well as a practical 
component.

• New Zealand’s MPI will be on hand to explain NZ’s bio-security rules.
• Island Cruising Assoc Director John Martin (Organisers of the All Points Rally) 
• for; - Passage Planning, South Pacific Weather, New Zealand as a destination. 
• Representatives from Northlands two main entry points; Opua and Whangarei.
• Plus a Fun Filled week in Tonga’s Beautiful Vava’u

Vava’u Bluewater Festival
1st to 8th October 2016

• www.vavau.to/bluewaterfestival
• Facebook: -Vava’u Blue Water Festival

mailto:mcyc@musketcovefiji.com
http://www.musketcovefiji.com
http://www.vavau.to/bluewaterfestival
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The ICA Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally will be working again with 
Plankton Planet in 2017. Join in and become a Citizen Scientist.

Marine plankton are a diverse group of tiny organisms (viruses, bacteria, protists, 
animals and algae) that live in the water column and cannot swim against cur-
rents. They constitute the basis of the oceanic food chain and as such provide a 
crucial source of food to many large aquatic organisms, such as fish and whales. 
Plankton contributed significantly to the onset of oxygen in our atmosphere        

about 800 million years ago, long before the appearance of terrestrial plants, and 
is still one of the most critical forces of our biosphere to maintain climatic
equilibrium, notably by driving export of carbon to deeper oceans and sediments 
(the ‘oceanic biological carbon pump’). Without plankton, we would certainly not 
be here to sail the world and admire the many wonders of life.
We are Plankton Planet (www.planktonplanet.org), a nonprofit international 
organization that promotes citizenbased sampling of marine plankton to mea-
sure the genetic biodiversity and biological health of the world open oceans. We 
have developed a novel and very simple sampling tool allowing volunteer yachts-
women and/or yachtsmen to isolate total DNA from plankton communities while 
sailing and without any particular expertise. We then process these samples 
using cutting-edge molecular technologies, and first-class scientists analyze the 

genetic footprints to assess the rich-
ness and evolution of oceans’ life. This 
is a revolutionary approach to science, 
which capitalizes on the thousands of 
citizens sailing around the world every 
year, without exclusively relying on high 
carbon-footprint and extremely costly 
research vessels (typically >US$30,000 
per day) that will never survey
global oceanic plankton over dense-
enough spatio-temporal scales.
This new scientific approach has actu-
ally been developed on Peter Blake’s 
vessel Sea-Master (now Tara), during 
the Tara Ocean expeditions (http://
www.embl.de/tara-oceans/start/). 
The scientific knowledge gained from 
these expeditions has been beyond 
expectations, and the results will soon 
be published in a special issue of the prestigious 
magazine Science. In France, Plankton Planet is 
gaining momentum thanks to the active participa-
tion of famous sailors (Roland Jourdain, Catherine 
Chabaud, Armel Le Cleac’h). For the first year 
of Plankton Planet, 5 yachts have been selected 
from the Pacific Circuit Rally for a Pilot Project in 
the Southwest Pacific to explore plankton com-
munities between New Zealand and the neigh-
boring tropical islands for the first time. These 
vessels will take daily samples while on passage 
and return the samples for analysis on their 
return to New Zealand at the end of the cruising 
season. The aim is to provide a total of as many 
as 200 samples from across the SW Pacific.
As the rally progresses we will report on the how 
and where of the sampling process along with 
some picture. The result will also be published for 
all to see at the end of the process.

http://www.planktonplanet.org
http://www.embl.de/tara-oceans/start/
http://www.embl.de/tara-oceans/start/


Doyle Sails needs a top receptionist in Auckland 
‐ 12 mth contract

Doyle Sails are are on the hunt for an all star receptionist to join their team and 
cover a 12 month maternity leave at our Avondale based sail loft. 

A good base knowledge of yachting is a must. 

If this sounds like you, you can find more information by clicking here 

If you're an experienced sailmaker or are interested in an apprenticeship with one of 

the world's top sail lofts then  click here

Doyle Sails are located in Rosebank Road, Avondale, Auckland

For the website click here

Updates & PR

Now ou can get more forecat information in one place than ever efore, we have taken the old tep of adding government provided forecat to our 
award winning forecating oftware.

 (http://www.predictwind.com)

PredictWind ha alwa oᇈ꼔ered our proprietar PWG and PWC world leading forecat on our ite for comparion. When the forecat are imilar 
uer can have a higher degree of confidence in forecat accurac.

Other weite commonl onl ue the GF forecat model, a free forecat provided  NOAA, and impl repackage it with their own graphic. In the 
name of forecat accurac, PredictWind now provide oth the common GF and CMC forecat for comparion along with their proprietar high
reolution PWG and PWC forecat.

“ comparing the four model ou can have a reall high level of confidence in the forecat. The enefit i that, now ou don’t need to check multiple
ite to get thi confidence.” a PredictWind CO, Jon ilger.

PredictWind i the onl non government organiation in the world to provide a pulicall availale gloal weather model.

“People often miundertand the weather modelling proce. We run our own model twice dail, thee model are not aed on ome other forecat 
then modified, the are trul independent and are run in a imilar manner a government agencie do around the world” a ilger. “We have ome 
ver mart people and advanced computer modelling that allow u to do what man think i impoile, thi give u huge advantage over our 
competitor reling on the ame government department upplied information”.

PredictWind ha alwa had the ailit to dipla all 4 model in the Oᇈ꼔hore App, now the PredictWind forecat weite and the PredictWind iO and
Android app have the 4 model on dipla in Tale, Graph and Wind Map.

We’re Hiring!
Sail South Pacific, producers of the “Sail” range of Cruising Guide apps are looking for a sales consultant to sell 

advertising across the range of apps, cruising guides, websites and printed publications.
The position is commission only but with accruing royalties. The position would be regarded as part time and would suit an organized, 

motivated person with good communication skills working from home with little or no personal contact with clients.
If you’re keen, get in touch!

Email John Martin at islandcruising99@gmail.com

http://www.predictwind.com
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Register NOW for the 2017 PCR

SAIL FIJI

Available at the App Store

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guides

RELEASE 3 UPDATE 

OUT NOW!!!

The release 3 update includes new anchorages, services and additional informa-
tion as well as a whole new way of navigating the app making getting to the right 

information quickly much easier. The file size has reduced significantly and the 
processing speed much improved. 

Simply update your existing version via iTunes. The V3 update is 
free to all existing users.

"Off to Live the Dream" 

2017 Pacific Circuit Rally

Ian and Tracey - “Providence”
‘Experience of a lifetime, definitely one 

for the bucket list’, in fact they loved it so 
much they were one of the first to confirm 

for the 2017 rally.
Jude and Grant- “Blinder”

‘Best 6 months of our lives’
Al and Shirl- “Bravado”

‘We’ve made many true friends and lived 
the cruising dream’

Just some of the comments from 
participants in the 2013 PCR.

2017 Pacific Circuit Rally

For more information see the “Sizzle Pack” or to
register click the link below.

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1301 

Locations:
• 5G Miro Place, Albany, Auckland
• Gulf Harbour Marina, Whangaparaoa, Auckland
www.enertecmarinesystems.com   e: info@enertec.net.nz

energy and
desalination 

equipment specialists
suppLy – instaLL – repair

agm geL
batteries

dieseL
generator

inverter/
charger

our qualified staff are
also experienced yachtsmen

so we understand your needs

soLar 
paneL

wind 
generator

water
maker

caLL 09 414 4730

Updates...
Island Cruising Assoc / RNZYS - 
Ocean Cruising Division-  

“FOCUS ON CRUISING” EVENING
October 14th at the RNZYS Dingy Locker - Plank-
ton Planet. Find out more about this marvellous 
program and see what we’ve got planned for 
those taking part in the Sail 4 Science group in 
the 2017 Pacific Circuit Rally..

2017 CRUISING PREPARATION SEMINAR
Weekend of 19th/20th November – 
Cruising Preparation Seminar.
RNZYS Westhaven Auckland 
For more info or To Register click the link.
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_
id=1563

Enertec Marine
Are pleased to announce the first re-
lease of their new Juice Litium Battery 
Technology is, in the words of CEO Jere-
my Peacock “Imminent” with the first 
shipment arriving later this month. You 
can contact Jeremy direct on 09 414 
4730 to secure your place to be the 
first to take advantage of this quantum 
leap in technology.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-companion/id922348396?mt=8
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1301
http://www.enertecmarinesystems.com
mailto:info@enertec.net.nz
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_


Safe Tropical Navigation 
Getting the right information while cruising is a must. In this article we’ll take a look at the art of safe 
navigation in the Pacific Islands. 

There are a few obvious differences between cruising in Australia and New Zealand to sailing tropical 
areas like the South West Pacific. With the usual cruising season outside of the Cyclone season it’s 
winter and a whole lot warmer up there. There’s nothing better than sailing on a beam reach in the 
warm trades with the sun shining and the sea that incredible blue colour. You can tell a lot from the 
colour of the water and that light green colour just ahead looks like a reef, a quick check of the 
plotter and, no, there’s definitely no reef shown. 

Coming from places where the charts are super accurate, many cruisers find it difficult to reconcile 
that, in some tropical regions the charting is sometimes not as accurate as you’d expect it to be. 
Some don’t get it at all and eventually run foul and stick their boat on a reef. The first thing they cry 
is “it’s not on my chart”. Having done much sailing in the tropics and being fully aware the charts are 
on occasions way out this reaction, for me, is hard to fathom. Charts are after all an aid, not the be 
all and end all of how to get around safely. There are many other means of firstly getting accurate 
information and secondly other practices that can help. 

CHARTS 

There is of course a good reason why some charting is out, if you have a look at the Namuka Group 
chart in the Kingdom of Tonga the source listed is from one Commander Robertson in 1895. Frankly I 
think, considering what equipment he used to complete his Hydrographic work, he did pretty well. 
One of the biggest problems is the charts for say Tonga and Fiji are not always out. Areas with high 
commercial traffic are in the most part spot on, it’s the outer areas that are sometimes out. Looking 
again at the Nomuka Chart it’s actually twisted, in other words it’s not wrong by the same amount 
over the whole chart. Also the very fact that they are only sometimes wrong is a problem in its own 
right, when can you trust them and perhaps more to the point when can’t you? So how do you safely 
navigate around these areas? 

INFORMATION SOURCES. 

There are a number of other sources where accurate information is available. Some of them will 
require an internet connection, others not. As internet is often fluky in these areas it’s best to do 
your research in advance while you’re still connected, as a general rule it’s a recipe for disaster to do 
your trip planning on the fly. 

OVITAL MAP 

A good friend of ours, Art, on the vessel Feelin Good, put us onto Ovital Maps on the iPad. Art has 
written a great article, there’s an extract below and a link to the article in full. 

Excerpt from Navigating the Pacific Despite the bad charts A Zerotosixty post by Art, Feelin Good. 

Once you decide to visit Fiji with your sailing yacht you begin to understand that the 
navigation charts you have trusted in most places of the world are way less useful here. 
Whether you are using charts on your navstation plotter from Navionics or Jeppesen, chart 
programs on the iPad, MaxSea, OpenCPN, Admiralty paper charts or even the local charts 
you can buy here in Fiji… you soon realize they all are pretty terrible for anything outside 
the Nadi and Suva areas. 

So Andrea, our skipper, decided the way to do it is to use as much data as we can, to make a 
good decision. We have purchased local charts here in Nadi that are marginally better than 
the one you can buy from the UK Admiralty however the one thing that never lies is an 
overhead photo. 
For this we are very lucky that Google and Bing have taken satellite photos however, they 
are not geo‐synched to your GPS so despite now having images that show you where the 
underwater hazards lie, they do not show you where your boat is at a particular moment in 
relation to the hazard. 
Luckily there is a wonderful program for the iPad, Android and Windows called OvitalMap 
that does this (free but a little financial support allows faster downloads and more features). 
Without this program we would not be so confident moving our sailing yacht around these 
reefs. Supporting a developer who helps keep our yacht safe is worth the $3.99 he requests if 
you like the program! 
OvitalMap allows you to download high resolution images of an area and then shows your 
GPS location on it (assuming you have an iPad with GPS or a USB GPS for your Windows 
computer). It doesn’t just allow one resolution of the image but, just like Google Earth, you 
can zoom in many levels to get more and more details. Once downloaded the images stay 
cached within OvitalMap for use offline. We have an iPad at the helm at all times while on 
passage. 
 
Art refers to Blue Lagoon in the Yasawas as an area where the charting is out and Ovital 
helped so we’ll use this as a base for comparison. Below we’ll take a look at some of the 
different information sources. 
We’re looking at Blue Lagoon in the Yasawa’s, Fiji. On the left Navionics shows no passage 
from the eastern side. On the right is the Ovital map clearly showing the reefs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHER CHART PACKAGES 

There are two types of chart format, Raster, 
or effectively a copy of the paper chart or 
Vector, or layered electronic charts. Navionics 
is Vector based. I’ve long preferred the look of 
the paper chart copies, or Raster Charting and 
I particularly like the iPad. Now while we’re 
on the subject of safety I can hear some of 
you asking should you use an iPad for 
navigation? Again it gets back to preparation 
and, no, it shouldn’t be your only source. But 
let’s face it they are just so darn easy to use. 

The screen shot here is of the same place, the 
Blue Lagoon area in the Yasawas, Fiji. Using 
raster charts on the iPad app, iSailor. 

While the reef structures are roughly similar 
to that of the Ovital Map shot and there are 
some depths shown there are no depths in 

the channel through Blue lagoon to the anchorage at Nanuya. The dotted line shown in light 
brown is our track from the last time we were through there.  

To be fair, there are areas where the Navionics charts are more accurate than the charts 
we’re using on the iSailor app. I can also assure you that the marks so nicely shown on the 
chart are in many cases not there or, as is common in Fiji, have been put in place by the 
locals where it best serves their needs. 

CRUISING GUIDES 

So how did we manage to sail through this passage and 
safely anchor off the cruiser friendly Nanuya Resort and 
Boathouse? 

It was 22 years ago that we first sailed the Yasawas and 
before we went there we spent many an hour at the, 
then, $2 bar at Musket Cove quizzing other cruisers that 
had sailed the Yasawas before us. There were also a 
number of Cruising Guide books available the most 
notable was A Yachtsmans Fiji by Michael Calder. A great 
guide but now out of print. The other problem with 
much cruising guide information is just how current is it. 

While the rocks and reefs may not have moved, much of 
the other information used could well have. A classic in 
some guides are instructions like Line up the third Palm 
tree on the left of the beach with the blue roof on the 
house on the hill and use this as a transit between the 

reefs into the anchorage. Yikes, what is the likelihood of this being the case today and, don’t 
laugh it’s a common form of description. 

Today with the use of electronics guides have become much more sophisticated. The new 
V3 release of the Sail Fiji Cruising Guide app on iPad has taken Cruising Guides to a new level 
with accurate information that’s updated regularly. 

Again using Blue Lagoon as an example. This 
image is an extract from Sail Fiji, Western 
and Central Cruising Guide, Yasawa Section 

Note the descriptions, waypoints and notes 
on marks etc. If you tap (on the app) the 
Nanuya Boathouse Icon information on 
services and contact details can be viewed. 
Tap on the anchorage Icon for close in detail 
and a full description. 

PLANNING and PREPARATION 

Getting all you ducks in a row BEFORE you 
head off to your next anchorage is the key to 
a successful passage. Always have a PLAN B 
in case the anchorage you’re going to is 
untenable. A good Example of this is the 

island of Navadra just south of Waya between the Yasawa Islands and the Mamanuca’s. This 
one of the most beautiful ancorages in the south pacific BUT! A good Crusing Guide will 
advise you on what conditions are not good at an anchorage and, things change hence the 
Plan B. 

Compare all the information, create your route then carefully check along the entire route 
line to make sure your not too close to any obstructions. If you’re using a vector based chart 
this may mean using the zoom function to get close in and then follow your route. You may 
be surprised what pops up from one zoom level to another and never, ever, use an auto 
route function which is available on some chart plotters without editing and checking it in 
detail before using it. 

TIMING 

As the old saying goes, timing is everything! There’s no point in deciding at lunch time to 
head off to the next anchorage if you’re not going to get there in time to safely enter the 
anchorage and put down the pick. In the tropics, light plays a big part in safely transiting 
reef passages and those tricky anchorages where anchoring on a patch of sand rather than 
coral will make the difference between a good nights sleep or not and getting your anchor 
up in the morning without having to dive on it. 

THE LIGHT RULE 

In order for the rays of the sun to penetrate the water rather than reflecting off you’ll need 
to wait until the angle is right. This usually happens at about 10am and in the evening it’s 
lights out from a manouvering standpoint by 4pm so planning to transit reefs and arrive at 



your anchorage during these times is important. If you haven’t sailed in the tropics before 
you’ll be amazed at the difference in what you can see in the water if you follow these 
simple rules 

 Sail Between 10am and 4pm 
 Use a good pair of Poloroid sun glasses 
 Try to manouver with the sun behind you. 
 Learn to read the different colours, dark blue is good, light brown or green is bad! 
 Always have someone on the bow keeping a lookout. 
 Have a set of hand signals or a VHF rather than shouting. 
 Make sure the helm and the bow are aligned, ie. If you point left or right to instruct 

the helm which way to go, don’t point at the coral heads as well!! 

INFORMATION TO AVOID 

Take with a grain of salt information from other cruisers, much of it is seen through rose 
tinted glasses. It could have been passed along many times and be suffering from ‘trench 
whispers’ or the provider may have a completely differing view on what makes a good 
anchorage. This goes for any app that uses “Crowd Sourcing” to increase the knowledge 
base, much of the information is posted and not corroborated and comes from all levels of 
competence and experience. A good cruising guide will give you consistent information from 
one source and generally they’re written by someone that knows what they’re talking 
about. 

Don’t be a cheap skate buy the best information available and don’t use pirated 
information. From personal experience many of the pirated guides are taken from Beta 
versions and are quite inaccurate. If you buy a guide you reward someone for spending their 
time to help you. The more people who do the more likely we’ll see more people investing 
their time to create them. 

INSURANCE 

When we first went cruising in 1995 the cost of insuring our boat was so high we decided a 
good anchor and a dose of common sense was our best insurance, I also remember many 
sleepless nights and my heart in my mouth a number of times when I thought what happens 
if I make a mess of this, we lose everything. 

The cost of insurance may seem expensive today but it’s low enough you’d be mad not to 
take it. The reason it’s cheaper today is that more cruisers are signing up. This also means 
that more are making claims and in recent times insurers have been putting the onus back 
on the insured, making sure we do our part to avoid trouble. Make sure you have all the 
most up to date information and the knowledge on how to use it before you head off into 
the blue. 

 

 

Naturally please 

Do you ever stop and think about what is the best response for waste water from your 
kitchen sink or shower that usually gets discharged into the sea. Research shows that 
there are products on the market - including soaps, detergents and shampoos that are 
environmentally friendly, and some that really aren’t. Buying a biodegradable product 
is an easy way to reduce your impact on local water quality. Make it easy with your 
black water and gray water on and off the boat. 

 

 

Who said that first? 

Pulling your leg', 'rule of thumb' and 'it's a no-brainer' are all terms we often use on a 
daily basis making the English language even harder to master for nationals and 
foreigners alike. 

So where did the saying 'Rule of thumb' come from? The origin can be traced back to 
1782 and lies in English law. The law limited the maximum thickness of a stick with 
which it was permissible for a man to beat his wife for 'moderate correction' so long as 
the stick was no thicker than his thumb.  

 

 

Do you know the rules? 

Take a look and see if you're clear about a crossing situation in recreational boating. Are you an informed 
skipper?

 

Ponder this



2016 Island Cruising Assoc. 
Cruising Preparation 

Seminar.
Live the Cruising 

Dream!

It’s a dream many have but 
just how do you achieve it? 

Just what’s involved? Do I have the right boat? Is this 
something I can do? How do I set up my boat?
These are all questions that come up regularly when 
we’re speaking to people about cruising whether it’s 
extended coastal, power or sail, or offshore cruising 
they’re thinking of.
This seminar series is designed to answer those ques-
tions and a whole lot more, get you out there, well 
prepared, safely and having fun. With over 30 topics 
ranging from sails and sail repair to safety gear and 
how to use it, your electrical system to communica-
tions aboard, this weekend seminar covers it all. The 
number of attendees is limited to just 20 couples at 
each venue which allows each participants situa-
tion to be addressed. 
For subjects that need a little more intense coverage 
there’s the option of four separate intensive sessions 
on the Monday and Tuesday after the weekend sem-
inar.

For a full syllabus and a schedule of dates & venues 
click "Cruising Prep Seminars" on the RH menu bar 

on the ICA site.

www.islandcruising.org

email islandcruising99@gmail.com www.islandcruising.org

Conditions of Registration
Seminar dates are as posted on the Island Cruising web site and 
are fixed. Venues in each location will be confirmed closer to the 
seminar date. Full updates will be given to all seminar attendees.
Refund Policy is stated on the Seminar Booking page.
Island Cruising reserves the right to vary the syllabus from that 
stated.

Sail repairs on passage.

Safety Gear and how to use it

Understanding weather-
In layman’s terms

AUCKLAND - Saturday 19th 
& Sunday 20th November

2016 Island Cruising 
Cruising Preparation 

Seminar Series - Syllabus.

www.islandcruising.org

For a schedule of dates & venues click “Cruising Prep 
Seminars” on the RH menu bar on the ICA site. For 
queries email -  islandcruising99@gmail.com 

Conditions of Registration
Seminar dates are as posted on the Island Cruising web site and are fixed. Venues 
in each location will be confirmed closer to the seminar date. Full updates will be 
given to all seminar attendees.
Refund Policy is stated on the Seminar Booking page.
Island Cruising reserves the right to vary the syllabus from that stated.

Cruising  Prep. Seminar Syllabus
Times: Sat. 0800 Sun. 0900 (Each day finishes 1700)
• The Ideal Cruising Yacht? – Hull design –

Material – Tender – Ventilation – Sanitation
and accommodation layout

• Rigging – for extended cruising  & safety inc
deck layout, preventors, etc

• Sails - selection, balance, tuning, fault finding,
maintenance

• Furling - headsail, mainsail, car handling,
storm safety

• Anchors & Anchoring –– techniques,  types,
warps, laying, windlass

• Provisions - food stores, what is available
• Water - treatment, filtration, purification, dis

infectant, watermakers
• Vessel Systems – water, plumbing, gas, fuel...
• Power generation – looking at all the options
• Electronics – radios, charting, GPS, Radar, auto

pilot, AIS, etc.
• Money – management of, establishing credit

lines
• Mail – forwarding, ICA mail & fax drops in the

South Pacific, NZ and Australian East Coast.
• Email - ways to receive this, advantages
• Search and Rescue – authority & scope of SAR
• Cat 1 - What it means to you.
• Safety Gear- plus watch systems and safety

protocols
• Ship Registration – guide to ships registry

Syllabus cont....
• Navigation – basic equipment requirements
• Charts – tables, filing, requirements
• Log Keeping – plus basic record keeping
• Books – recommended, pilots, reference

manuals, cruising guides
• Computers – what they can do aboard to

assist you
• Interfacing – all electronics, advantages &

pitfalls
• Radios, VHF, SSB, HAM – skeds, basic

operation, installation
• Steering - Tiller, wheel, vanes, emergency
• Diesel Engines – how they work, trouble

shooting spares
• Fuel – Filters, injectors, filtering before it

enters the tank
• Passage preparation – Coastal and Offshore
• Passage Planning  - Coastal and Offshore.
• Weather  - Coastal and Offshore
• Emergencies at Sea – fire, grounding, heavy

weather, hull damage, leaks, MOB practice
• Repairs at Sea – rigging loss, steering loss,

towing, being towed and abandoning ship
• Legalities – of  items that concern cruisers
• Heavy Weather – storm rigs, storm sails,

heaving to, laying ahull, sea anchors,
drogues

• Living while extended cruising - with other
cruisers plus the locals.

There will also be time for Q & A as we go through 
the syllabus and at the end of each session.

mailto:islandcruising99@gmail.comwww.islandcruising.orgConditions
mailto:islandcruising99@gmail.comwww.islandcruising.orgConditions
mailto:islandcruising99@gmail.comwww.islandcruising.orgConditions
mailto:islandcruising99@gmail.com


All Points Rally

2016

Bay of Islands NZ
Moturua Is. Looking toward Cape Brett

Departure Ports
Pape’ete Tahiti

Vava’u Tonga
Nuku’alofa Tonga

Savusavu Fiji
Lautoka Fiji

Vila Vanuatu
Noumea New Caledonia

November 16th to 27th 2016

2016 sees the 8th running 
of this FREE fun event.

The All Points is open to all sailors complet-
ing an ocean passage into New Zealand and 
is held mid November at Opua in New Zea-
land’s fabulous Bay of Islands.

Resources are provided for cruisers to help 
make the passage south; with details on 
weather routes and what to expect on 
passage south and on arrival.

On arrival Opua welcomes the fleet with 
a week of fun, games, seminars, practical 
demonstrations and activities.

Yachts can depart from any port in the pacif-
ic, there is no fixed date for departure so the 
best weather “window” can be used.

An early bird prize is up for grabs for the 
boats that register before 31st September

For full details and a rally entry form see.
www.islandcruising.orgR

To Opua - NZ



What Works...
Steering, autopilots, Hydrovane

WINDVANE SELF STEERING - A ‘3 in 1’ System
Sarah Curry, June 2015

AUTOPILOT WOES - We all have a story…

With my husband Will at the helm and me fending off, we squeezed Hydroquest out from her wedge between neighboring boats in Vuda Point Marina after an early 
morning check out. As much as we loved Fiji, an unanticipated extra ten days of waiting for a good weather window left us eager to continue sailing west.

The wind was light in the lee of Viti Levu so we motored towards Malolo Passage, close on the heels of three other boats we planned to see again in a few days in 
Vanuatu.  

Our below deck autopilot was steering as we tended to pre-ocean swell tasks. And then suddenly Hydroquest was completely off course, the autopilot veering her 10, 
45, then 90 degrees to port and refusing to correct. We slowed down and attempted to troubleshoot – was something affecting the compass? Was there an electrical 
issue? No resolution was evident.  

Other than scratching our heads, our reaction was minimal. Autopilot trouble wasn’t really an issue for us; we rarely relied on the hydraulic autopilot for steering any-
way, and certainly never at sea. Out came the small tillerpilot which we simply hooked on to the Hydrovane’s tiller, and we continued – in a straight line – toward the 
pass. Out in open water the wind filled in as expected. As soon as we were able to sail we fully engaged the Hydrovane (Ernie) to take over his all-important job of 
steering. 

I think of this story often. For some sailors heading off on a 470 nm passage, autopilot issues might actually be quite woeful.  
If fully dependent on an autopilot I can only imagine the frustration of having to head back to port. In our case we were able 
to happily continue on our way: blasting across to Port Resolution to witness the incredible performance of Mount Yasur in 
the company of those other cruising friends.  An experience not to be missed!

WHAT ARE THE ‘3 in 1’ FUNCTIONS OF WINDVANE SELF STEERING?

There are three things on a cruising boat that scare the proverbial out of me; Fire, man over-
board and steering failure. Fire, use smoke detectors, inspect your engine bay regularly and 
turn off your gas at the bottle. Man overboard, treat your lifelines like the top of a 500m cliff, 
simply don’t go overboard and just in case, invest in a personal AIS MOB devise.
With steering loss it can come from a myriad of sources; cable failure, hydraulics, autopilot 
failure or total rudder breakage or loss. With a two up crew all of these are serious.
I’m a great believer in redundancy but how do you cover all or at least most of the contingen-
cies. Will and Sarah Curry from Hydrovane tell their story. 



1. As a windvane – to steer the boat
Ask experienced offshore sailors which pieces of gear they value most, and ‘windvane’ will almost always be included in the list.  The backbone to enjoyment of offshore 
passages: reliable steering, no power consumption, and the windier it gets, the better windvanes perform (as opposed to an autopilot).

2. As an emergency steering system/rudder
Most windvanes have some form of emergency rudder, whether it’s an add-on or part of the unit itself.  
The Hydrovane specifically is not only a back-up rudder ‘ready to go’, but is a completely independent 
secondary steering system for your boat. 

3. Retrofitted as an electrical autopilot 
This third application is often overlooked.  The Hydrovane is designed to be connected to a tiller style 
autopilot for use when motoring or when sailing in very light winds with sloppy seas. Because the Hydro-
vane rudder is so well balanced, it needs only the smallest (and cheapest) of tiller pilots.

Hydrovane owners, us included, who have done this easy retrofit report strong preference for the tillerpilot over 
their expensive below deck autopilots: less noise, less electrical draw, saves the larger unit for a ‘rainy day’ – and 
a cheap way to have yet another back-up. 

Complete steering redundancy is achieved! 



“The primary goal of the Down Under ‘Go West’ Rally is to provide those who are heading
 ‘Down Under’ with a professional & informative introduction to Australia and to ensure 

you receive current and accurate information prior to your departure and when you arrive.”

Sailing, Whitsundays, QLD Mandatory credit: Tourism Australia  Photographer: Stephen Nutt

NEW CALEDONIA 
TO AUSTRALIA

SUBMIT YOUR OBLIGATION-FREE EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NOW!
Visit www.downunderrally.com

• Australian Arrival Instructions via email when we receive
 your completed registration form and payment of the rally  
 fee.
• V.I.P Customs , AQIS & Immigration clearance on arrival
• Free* $380.00 (AUD) Bundaberg Port Marina Credit
 Voucher (*Conditions apply see bottom of this page for details)
• 3 Weeks Free *Dry Storage at Bundaberg Port Marina   
 (*Conditions apply see bottom of this page for details)
• 15% Discount on Marina Fees at Port Moselle Marina,   
 Noumea, New Caledonia for 15 days.
• SSB / HF Radio Position Reporting. (A trip report MUST be  
 lodged with Northland Radio prior to departure to   
 participate)
• Advice, individual & group support before, during & after  
 the passage by Down Under Rally organisers. 
• Free Pre-Departure briefing at Port Moselle, Noumea,   
 New  Caledonia by Down Under Rally
• Optional New Caledonia full service outward clearance by  
 Noumea Yacht Services  (additional fees apply).
• 10% Discount on ‘Pocket Guides’ for New Caledonia &   
 Vanuatu. (Must be ordered via DUR website)
• Free Blue water Insurance policy & premium comparison. 
• Invitations to attend ‘Welcome Week’. Welcome week  
 is a full week of fun, prizes, information and “Good Ol`  
 Ozzie Hospitality”  begins on Sunday, 6th November and 
 concludes on Monday 13th November. The 2016 Welcome  
 Week calendar of events will be published on or before  
 September 30th 2016 . This leaves plenty of time for
 those who are headed south for the ‘bucket list’ items to
 cruise at a leisurely pace down the coast for the Sydney to
 Hobart Race starting on Boxing Day & the Spectacular  
 Sydney Harbour New Years Eve Fireworks.  

• Access to friendly locals with valuable knowledge
• Support and advice regarding any issues that may concern 
 you in regard to Australian entry requirements
• 2 x Down Under Cruisers Rally T-shirts
• 1 x Down Under Rally Flag
• Discount vouchers & more
• Contact details of other ‘Go West’ Rally participants who
 may be interested in making the passage from New   
 Caledonia as a part of a group.
• Participants will have the chance to WIN PRIZES valued at  
 over *$3000.00 (*TOTAL PRIZE POOL VALUE)
• Meet & Greet on arrival by our Bundaberg Port Marina   
 Ambassador
• 3 x Free Blissology Inspired Yoga Classes with Leanne of  
 ‘Yoga 4 Yachties’

Summer Down Under
www.downunderrally.com

You choose your own date of departure from New Caledonia 
or any other port in the SW Pacific. Rally participants should 

plan to arrive at the Port of Bundaberg 
BEFORE 6th November 2016

Shot of the month

Courtesy Peter Kemp - Toccata
Dawn, leaving Oyster Island Santo

http://www.downunderrally.com
http://www.downunderrally.com


Multihull Solutions Sail 2 Indonesia Rally - Update
S2I Update – Banda Neira to Maumere

After clearance, provisioning and some local sightseeing, the 
Rally bade farewell to Tual and headed for the notorious Spice 
Islands, in particular the island of Banda Neira. This area was 
fought over by Dutch and English for the control of Nutmeg., 
the Dutch trading Manhattan Island for control of them. It was 
also be-
lieved 
that the 
cure for 
plague 

could be found here, and the wealthy of Europe would pay 
anything to get it. The town is rich in history and remnants of 
colonial history. The welcome was warm, if wet. Many explored 
the town, took tours of the plantations, enjoyed the local cui-
sine and cold beverages as well as diving and snorkelling in the 
warm waters. 
Rubbish is a huge problem in Indonesia. There appears to be 
very little awareness of its impact. One of the exceptions is the 
efforts of Magga, a local school teacher, who for the last 10 
years has been successfully working in his community to change 
this. There are bins on the streets, recycling, rubbish collection 
and volunteer clean ups, all thanks to his efforts, most of the ini-
tiatives subsidises from his own pocket even though he himself 

Baileys Insurance Brokers Ltd  
PO Box 101101, North Shore, Auck-

land 
DDI: +64 9 974 1784 
Fax: +64 9 443 4479

Office: +64 9 444 8860 
(free 0800 89 85 85)

35 Apollo Drive - Mairangi Bay 
Auckland

www.baileysinsurance.co.nz

"Special rates for ICA 
members with "A" rated 
Insurers, backed up by 
superb claims service" 

That's Neil Bailey's 
promise to you.

For a Coastal or Global 
Offshore Marine insurance 
quote click the link on the 

Island Cruising  home page.

What do Members say?
"100% satisfied"

John Hembrow- Red Sky

"Gold Standard Brokers"
Rodney Cowell

Rally open to all monohulls, multihulls, power or sail, 11 to 20m any nationality

http://www.baileysinsurance.co.nz


has very little. The fleet before heading off gave a healthy contribution to enable these efforts to 
continue.
Next stop was Namrole, South Buru. The region was only opened to visiting yachts two years 
ago, as previously it was the place of exile for political dissidents.  The fleet were escorted into 
the harbour by a local ferry or local boat, some even treated to lunch delivered to them after 
they anchored. Every boat also received a flag, cap & shirt to wear at the Welcome Ceremony. 
The weather continued to be wet but didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of the locals, with the 
fleet being welcomed by smartly dressed school children, a Marching Band as well as the usual 
speeches and local dancing. Every boat was gifted with traditional headscarfs. A full programme 
of activities took place, including a trip to Luksula Village and a waterfall visit. With the anchor-
age becoming uncomfortable, the some of the fleet headed off to Wanci in the Wakatobi Regen-
cy, while others stayed behind to enjoy bamboo rafting. 
Wakatobi is an acronym for the four islands of the Regency and is a popular dive spot. The fleet 
were piloted into the anchorage by Jino, and then invited to participate in the Independence Day 
Celebrations being held. At the Welcome Dinner each boat was presented with a hand-woven 
scarf and a plaque. The dinner that night was a sumptuous seafood buffet, along with local danc-
ing and the usual speeches. One of the events that many attended while in Wanci, was dubbed 
by Pepe off Beez Neez as the Marriage Mart. The Rally participants were taken to an area that 
was teeming with people dressed to the nines. After dance performances, mothers who wanted 
to show off their single daughters, paraded around, followed by the daughters. Then the young 
single men proceeded to check out the girls, accompanied by much shouting by the mothers, 
then retreated to consider the worthiness of pursuit. Then it was the young men’s turn to pa-
rade, carrying trays loaded with gifts on their head for the girl of their choice. Overall a very 
unique and colourful experience.
After several activity filled stops it was time to recharge the batteries and enjoy some unpopulat-
ed anchorages, Beach BBQ’s, snorkelling as well as peace and quiet of calm anchorages at Hoga 
Island & Kroko Atoll before heading on to Maumere and all that Flores Island has to offer.

Weather this year in the northern regions has been wet and this has had an effect on health 
issues, including upset stomachs, dehydration as well as possible malaria. Some of the partici-
pants tested for malaria in Namrole showed positive results and were promptly treated, Many of 
these were retested again at Wanci and were found not positive for Malaria, go figure. For sure, 
the indigestion and dehydration issues saw many in the fleet exhausted and run down. We will 
monitor this and make recommendations for next year to attempt to mitigate these problems.

Green Flash! Image courtesy Brahminy Too
Hoga Island Wakatobi

Fleet Boats Stern Too at Banda Nera

Sunset at Wanci



Doyle Pacific Rally... Vanuatu!!!

2016 ICA Doyle Pacific Rally

UPDATE

A bucket list item for many, Mt Yassur on TannaPhoto by Peter Kemp- Toccata



Call our technical team

0800 472 457
or visit www.doylesails.co.nz

Not all sails are 
created equal, 
especially for 
the cruiser.

Cruising

Heavy displacement or light, 
Stratis GPC - the sail for every cruiser. 
Stratis sails = perfect shape.
Perfect shape = more power, less heel. 
More power = a faster passage.
Less heel = more comfort.

The perfect equation, a happy skipper... 
and a happy crew.

New Sails
Sail Repair
Repair Kits
Upholstery
Canvas

ICA Doyle Pacific Rally... cont.

Leaving the beautiful weather and warm smiles of the 
Fijians, the fleet cleared Vuda Marina and headed for Ane-
ityum, first stop in Vanuatu. First night turned out to be very 
boisterous with strong winds, heavy rain and a confused 
seas as a front came through. Nearer to our destination the 
seas calmed and the rest of the trip was uneventful. Some 
of the boats were treated to whales breeching outside the 
reef as they approached the anchorage.
Aneityum is the southern most island in the Vanuatu chain 
and is a popular stop for Cruise ships. This year we were 
lucky to have it all to ourselves. With the sun shining, and 
after a short rest to catch breath, many took the opportuni-
ty to stretch their legs on Mystery Island, after 4 days at sea. 
The stroll took us along well groomed paths to the small 
airport where the Island Hopper was loading for the return 
flight to Vila. The only concession to OSH was the bright or-
ange vest on the staff. The plane taxied down the grass strip 
and then took off with only a little clearance between him 
and us standing on the grass verge between the end of the 
runway & the beach. It was then into the cooking pot for a 
group shot before strolling along the beach and back to the 
dinghies. That night saw Sundowners on CopeCat, and post 
passage story telling.
Though wet the next day we were given a tour of the vil-
lage. We were split into 3 groups and guided round the vil-
lage and its environs, learning everything from sustainable 
traditional fishing to the preserving of food, as well stories 
relating to the European whalers & missionaries that came 
to the area. The village was beautiful to wander through, 

Mystery Island Aneityum

Photo by Peter Kemp- Toccata
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with a profusion of flowering plants and fruit. Kenneth, even understood 
when we got excited at seeing bananas and pawpaw. After Cyclone Pam 
they lost most of the fruit off the trees. This year there was definitely 
no shortage of fruit. In the middle of the village there was also a huge 
avocado tree and mango tree, pity neither were ripe enough for eating. 
After thanking Kenneth we headed back to the boat for a cuppa, and 
then headed over to Mystery Island for the afternoons entertainment 
and feast. After assembling on the beach we were greeted by warriors 
and then escorted to our seats. Each of us had a lei made from the Peace 
plant we had seen earlier in the day, draped around our necks and John 
was also presented with a carved walking stick. After a short speech we 
were shown their native dress, treated to some fire making which was 
a little frustrating for the demonstrators as the wood took longer than 
usual to light because of the damp weather, then it was time for some 
dancing before enjoying the spread that was put on. Most also tried the 
kava with John taking before and after photos. With the loss of light and 
the rain returning it was back to the boat for an early night.
Next day it was an early start to Tanna to organise a trip up Mt Yasur. The 
volcano was putting on a good show as we approached and ash clouds 
could easily been seen from the anchorage. A quick visit into the village 
to see Chief Stanley and organise transport. The village and yacht club 
has certainly recovered well from last year’s cyclone. Everyone arrived 
at the designated time and after finally finding one of the drivers who 
had gone awol, it was off down the rutted road and up the mountain. Mt 
Yasur certainly didn’t disappoint, as Malcolm from CopeCat said when 

asked later what he would give it out of 10, his reply was 20.
Taking advantage of the settled weather it was off to Erro-
mango to visit the village at Dillon’s Bay (which the locals have 
just renamed Williams Bay). As it was late in the afternoon 
when we anchored, David came out to see us in his dugout 
and we organised to have a look around the village and visit 
their sandalwood plantation on the morrow. When we gath-
ered on the beach the next day with some gifts as a thank 
you to the village we were greeted with fresh fruit, and fresh 
baking courtesy of the village woman. The local string band 
played to entertain us, and Chief Justin warmly welcomed us 
in a short speech. With our young guides we walked through 
the village to the plantations where we were shown young 
sandalwood trees, along with island kauri. The boys were very 
well informed and were able to answer the many questions 
asked of them. Then it was on to a swimming hole up the 
river where some of us took a refreshing swim, accompanied. 
I don’t know who enjoyed it more- the White fellas or the 
Pikinini. Back at the community hall I sat and read one of the 
gifted picture books to a couple of kids while waiting for some 
of the others who had gone to see the yacht club David has 
been building over the last several years. 
Later that afternoon we upped anchor for an overnighter up 
to Vila, stopping at Mele Beach to enjoy a quiet Sunday. As 
there was large group of us we had cocktails created by Wind-
flower and Eve on Auntie before heading into The Beach Bar 
ashore for Pizza and the Circus performance that is a regular 
Sunday event. The show is performed by Ni Vans and includes 
clowning, juggling and a couple aerial routines. They also had 
male dancers from The Banks performing some of their tradi-

ICA Doyle Pacific Rally... cont.
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tional dances. It was a great evening.
Monday saw the fleet in Vila for clearance and to stock up on need-
ed provisions. Yachting World and The Waterfront Bar & Grill, wined 
and dined us and we were entertained with a dance from two of the 
youngest crew members. After a few days the fleet dispersed to en-
joy what delights Vanuatu has to offer, some to Ambryn for the Back 
To The Roots festival. Some to just chill and relax for a while. A group 
of us headed straight to Espiritu Santo to enjoy a few days at Oyster 
Island. Having changed ownership we were interested in how things 
had changed, not much as it turned out. We explored the blue holes, 
had coffee and cake at Turtle Bay Resort, took a trip up to Champagne 
beach where a dugong and turtles were sighted. We dined in style at 
Oyster Bay for my birthday. Chilli chocolate ribs were requested but 
sadly were unavailable, so a Santo steak was devoured instead, along 
with sangria, champagne and profiteroles for dessert. There appeared 
to be only 1 couple staying at the resort who briefly made an appear-
ance then disappeared. Honeymooners maybe or maybe we were 
having to good a time.
Next stop was Palekula Bay and a trip into Luganville for coffee and a 
visit to the market and supermarket. Our organised ride was a bit late 
but we are on island time after all. Taking advantage of the weather we 
had a quiet trip to Lolowai on Ambae where we were disappointed to 
discover the Pamplemousse tree had died. No Lolowai Slings this trip. 
They still have the huge mango tree but no fruit ready yet. The hos-
pital was undergoing some maintenance and had an impressive solar 

array, which was put in by the Japanese to run a desalinator, 
also financed by them. The solar panels were not connected 
to anything and someone had removed some of the piping for 
other uses so the desalinator wasn’t operational either. Anoth-
er white elephant in a Pacific Island nation. Very sad to see.
A quick stop at Asanvari saw little change from a few years ago. 
The Yacht Club is a ruin, but they now have a new Chief, which 
is good news. We had a delightful meal of fresh water prawns 
cooked by Erica and some of the boys did a couple of kustom 
dances.  A nice interlude in a beautiful spot.
With the weather about to change later in the week , we 
headed for Lamen Bay on Epi, a lovely overnight sail, dropping 
anchor in the early hours of the morning. A long swim around 
the bay gave us not only some exercise but turtle sightings. The 
coral also here is very healthy with diverse colonies of colour-
ful fish, including Nemo’s in large anenomes. The others were 
lucky enough to swim with the resident dugong. 
We had a fantastic sail from Epi back to Havannah Harbour. 
Even had the screecher up and made great time. One of the 
best sails across this stretch of water we’ve ever had. We are 
now enjoying this protected harbour  before heading around to 
Port Vila and preparing to head off to the Loyalty Islands on the 
9 September.

Tangkyu tumas Vanuatu. We have had a great time. 

Lyn’s birthday dinner 
at Oyster Island

Champagne Beach
Santo

Lolowai
Ambae

Asanvari
Maewo

Fish Factory & WWII repair 
facility Palakula bay

Dillons Bay 
Erromango

Some awesome sailing

Mt Yassur, Tanna
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Playing the weather to New Zealand
by Jeff Williams and John martin

The trip from Fiji, 

Tonga, Vanuatu 

and New  

Caledonia to  

New Zealand 

doesn’t have to 

be a bash through 

bad weather 

provided you 

follow some 

weather routing 

guidelines.  

Editor’s note: For this article, 
contributing editor Jeff 
Williams teamed up with 
Kiwi native and experienced 
passagemaker, John Martin. 
Martin has made the passage 
between New Zealand and the 
tropics over 35 times, “All of 
them great, except the first.”

For the Coconut Milk 
Run voyager seeking 
a safe cyclone haven 

for the Austral summer, the 
passage to New Zealand 
is often viewed with equal 
parts longing and fear of big 
seas and bad weather.

It doesn’t have to be 
that way! In all of his trips, 
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Martin only had one bad 
passage — his first. For 
Williams, there was one 
tough one too — the one 
with an imposed schedule.

Wisdom is just experience 
disguised and 
so here we 
attempt to pass 
along some of 
this hard-won 
knowledge 
without the gales 
of wind and 
boarding seas.

The big picture
New Zealand 
lies just west 
of the Dateline 

about 1,000 miles south of 
the tropical island nations 
of Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu, and 
New Caledonia. Positioned 
far enough south to avoid 
most cyclones, New Zealand 

Nadine Slavinski

Easing the 

passage 

between the 

major islands 

and New 

Zealand 
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From Tonga to NZ: The most eastern departure 

point has some advantages and some 

disadvantages. From here we are looking to 

leave in the top of a high pressure as the wind 

swings from southeast towards the east. But 

being so far east means that once the wind is in 

the east, the high-pressure system below is also 

well east and you will only have its influence 

for a short time. The advantage is that you can 

use the Minerva Reefs as a stop off point if 

required and sit for the next window. 

From Minerva you are only 800 miles to NZ; 

at an average of 5.5 knots, or 130 miles per day, 

this will take five to six days. Again it’s likely 

you won’t be able to do this in one weather 

system so you need to plan to have a frontal 

system somewhere along the way. This is going 

to have less punch if you are still north of 30° 

south. With the wind direction changing to 

west and southwest behind the front, the plan 

is to have put in enough westing so that you 

can ease sheets for the last leg into NZ. 

We usually plan to aim for a spot directly 

north of North Cape, New Zealand’s most 

northerly point, at 30° south. This means quite 

a dogleg from Tonga, but is well worth the 

effort. If things change as you head south 

then the strategy can be changed. If you do 

decide that the high is moving slowly enough 

to change your mind and head straight for NZ, 

make sure you can get there before the front 

comes through, because those lovely NW winds 

you are enjoying will be right on the nose after 

the front passes. You are also likely to get an 

uncomfortable 18 hours as the front passes. It’s 

this decision to take the shortcut that causes 

most of the horror stories you hear about.

So in a nutshell, leaving Tonga, if you 

plan to stop at either North or South Minerva 

(North is a more secure anchorage) then wait 

until a high pressure (of around 1020 to 1025 

hectopascal [millibar] central pressure) is 

giving an easterly flow. You should be two to 

three days to Minerva with the wind tending 

northerly when you get there. Because you will 

be looking to put some westing in on the next 

leg, you can leave Minerva as the next high 

arrives when the wind is still in the southeast. 

Your progress and how fast the high is moving 

will dictate your strategy as you progress south. 

Remember it’s better to take a front at 30° 

south even if you have to heave-to for a day 

and wait; better still, use the time to get west. 

Remember the old expression, west is best.

From Fiji: On the other hand, the trip from 

Fiji doesn’t have the advantage of a stop on the 

way and is the longest of the passages at 1,260 

miles, so you will need to leave a little earlier 

as the high starts to fill in; you are still looking 

for a high of around 1020 to 1025 hPa central 

pressure. This will undoubtedly mean leaving 

Fiji in a little more wind than most would like, 

but again you will want to get westing in from 

here too, so ease those sheets and go for it. 

There is quite likely to be a squash zone along 

the coast of Viti Levu if you are leaving from the 

Lautoka area; this usually starts to drop 12 to 

18 hours out. 

By leaving on the leading edge of the 

high-pressure system you are also more 

likely to run through the middle of the high 

as you progress south where winds will be 

light. Your strategy forward from here will be 

dictated by your use of the motor. If you have 

plenty of diesel and don’t mind the donkey 

clattering away, put pedal to the metal and 

start heading for the same point as described 

above — 30° south, directly north of North 

Cape. If the high is slow and you will make it 

in before the next front then great, go for it. 

You should get strengthening northerly and 

northwesterly winds on the back of the high. 

Remember when it swings northwest, the front 

is imminent.  

Regardless of how you think you are doing, 

don’t vary your approach too much. If you 

want to cut the corner and you feel you have 

the time, change your waypoint to make North 

Cape directly. The fronts have a tendency to 

jump up from down south very quickly; if you 

are hugging the Northland coast by then you 

will be in relatively protected waters.

From Vanuatu and New Caledonia: These 

departures can be regarded as having the same 

strategy. Leaving from Port Vila, Vanuatu, unless 

you wait for easterlies (when the high is directly 

below) you will be hard pressed to get past the 

Isle of Pines, New Caledonia, on port tack. From 

there look to head for Norfolk Island. 

There is no need to be hard on the wind 

here as the high will go through and give 

northeast, north, and then northwest winds 

before the next front. It is only 415 miles from 

Norfolk to North Cape, and we have waited 

here for systems to pass, then reached into NZ 

with west and southwest winds on the beam.

From New Zealand to the islands: These 

passages are easier than coming south. The 

ideal timing is to leave on the back of a low-

pressure system, once the associated frontal 

band has gone through. This will put you in a 

disturbed southerly or southwesterly flow on 

the leading edge of the next migrating high 

pressure. The intensity of the high will dictate 

the winds you can expect. Aim for one with a 

central pressure of 1020 to 1025 hPa to get 18 

to 25 knots of wind. 

Your destination and the speed of the high 

will dictate your strategy after the first four days.

To Tonga, current also plays a part. If you’re 

heading there in May, you can expect a counter-

current running south along the western side 

of the Kermadec Islands. With a southerly wind, 

Strategies for both directions

WEATHER
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Iridium GO!™ is unlike anything the 
world has seen before. Powered by the 
world’s furthest reaching network, this 
compact, rugged and portable unit cre-

ates the first ever reliable global connec-
tion for voice and data communications 

on up to five different devices 
(smartphones, laptops or tablets).

For a 20% discount on PredictWind subscriptions 
click the link on the ICA Home page!
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is — just as important for cruisers 
— far enough east to keep upwind 
in the trades for repeated trips to 
and from these idyllic cruising 
grounds.

Opua, near the North Island’s 
top end, is an excellent arrival 
and departure point for voyagers 
with New Zealand Customs and 
Immigration, a major marina and 
boatyard, two chandlers, and all 
services. The surrounding Bay of 
Islands is a superb cruising ground 
in its own right and voyagers can 
choose to begin their exploration of 
NZ from here or safely store a boat 
for extended travel home.

Most passages between NZ 
and the tropics are made on the 
cusp of cyclone season. Cruisers 
start leaving the tropics in late 
October and most have left by 
mid-December. Passages back to 
the tropics begin in mid-April and 
are generally finished by the end 
of May.

New Zealand weather
Lying south of the normal 
tropical tradewinds belt, NZ 
weather is dominated by passing 
high and low-pressure systems in 
the mid-latitudes. High-pressure 
areas move west-to-east, separated 
by low-pressure systems, fronts, 
and troughs.

Wind circulates counter-
clockwise around a high in the 
Southern Hemisphere, so as a 
new high invades from the west, 
southerly then southeasterly 
winds blow between NZ and the 
tropics. As the high passes the 
wind tends easterly. The back 
of the high brings northeasterly 

then northerly winds.
Between the exiting high and 

the next high-pressure area, a 
cold front likely extends into 
the tropics from a low-pressure 
system farther south. As the cold 
front approaches, the wind will 
tend northwesterly and is likely 
to increase in intensity. At the 
front itself, a sudden shift to the 
southwest announces the frontal 
passage as a “southerly change.” 
Blustery winds follow the front 
until the next high begins to 
assert itself with southerly and 
southeast winds.

On a (roughly) 1,000-mile 
passage between NZ and the 
tropics lasting six to 10 days, one is 
likely to see the passing of at least 
one cold front between adjacent 
highs. The secret to a pleasant trip 
is to time the route to take the best 
advantage of the moving weather 
systems while avoiding the worst 
wind or sea conditions.

Highs and lows are only the 
beginning; there are a lot of 
influences on weather conditions. 
Some excellent resources for a 
better understanding of New 
Zealand weather in particular are:

Mariners Met Pack, South West 
Pacific by Bob McDavitt, NZ 
Met Service.

The New Zealand Weather Book 
by Erick Brenstrum, Craig Potton 
Publishing.

Sailing to New Zealand and 
Weather for the Yachtsman by David 
Sapiane (download from www.
pangolin.co.nz/node/59).

General passage guidelines
High-pressure systems migrate 

this area — nicknamed the “South Pacific 

washing machine” — sets up short, steep 

seas and is best avoided. Shifting your course 

to the west of the rhumb line and heading 

for the Minerva Reefs will get you out of this. 

It will also put you in a favorable current 

heading north once you are clear of the 

North Cape of NZ. All good news. As above, 

Minerva is worth a stop and is a good place 

to wait for the next system if it catches up to 

you before you reach Tonga.

For Fiji, the simplest option is to follow 

the rhumb line. You enjoy the favorable 

current upon leaving NZ and you should be 

able to make it north of 30° south before the 

next frontal system passes. Alternatively, you 

can make for Minerva and then enjoy a more 

downwind run to Fiji afterwards.

Vanuatu and New Caledonia share the 

same solution. As they are farther to the 

west than Tonga and Fiji, they are already in 

the new high-pressure system when you are 

just leaving NZ. This means there is less time 

available before the next low and trough 

moves through. Again, get your northing in 

first so you are close to or above 30° south 

on the front’s arrival; the farther north, the 

less effect you’ll get.

Expect an area of lighter winds before 

the next high establishes. Keep in mind that 

the “V” behind one system and before the 

next is often an area where you will find 

troughs, many of which are not forecast.  

John and Lyn Martin have spent the last 

20 years and 100,000 miles exploring the 

SW Pacific on their boat Windflower, a 

43-foot Hartley Fijian sloop. In 2007 they 

took over the Island Cruising Association, 

running annual rallies to and from NZ and 

the islands — www.islandcruising.co.nz.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCakX3QdUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCakX3QdUw
http://www.predictwind.com
http://www.pangolin.co.nz/node/59).General
http://www.pangolin.co.nz/node/59).General
http://www.pangolin.co.nz/node/59).General
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two, and three days into the future 
are followed by analyses for the 
Tasman and SW Pacific areas. Area 
weather charts for larger islands are 
broadcast from KVM70 Honolulu 
at 0701z and 1901z.

Text forecasts are available 
for download from the NZ 
Met Service and from the U.S. 
National Weather Service. These 
same forecasts are broadcast by 
ZLM Taupo Maritime Radio at 
0903z, 0933z, 2103z, and 2133z 
and by NMO USCG Honolulu 
at 0005z, 0600z, 1200z, and 
1800z, respectively. n

Jeff & Raine Williams 
circumnavigated and then some, 
ending up in New Zealand in 2010 
with their J/40 Gryphon. Jeff is now 
involved in undersea research and 
exploration while Raine has been 
working with conservation groups 
in NZ focused on protecting native 
flora and fauna. Gryphon is nearby, 
waiting patiently.

recognize the fundamental weather 
patterns — the speed, location, and 
intensity of highs and lows. You 
will also become familiar with the 
specific weather products you are 
likely to use during your passage.

The best overview of Southwest 
Pacific weather for sailors is Bob 
McDavitt’s weekly “Weathergram” 
issued most Sunday evenings 
(Saturday evening east of the 
Dateline). McDavitt discusses the 
major features likely to influence 
the weather in the coming week. 
He offers suggestions for timing 
passages between island areas and 
between the islands and New 
Zealand. Weathergrams are free 
and can be received by subscribing 
to an e-mail list-server at Pangolin 
or by downloading from Winlink 
or SailMail servers.

The best weatherfax products 
for this area are broadcast by ZKLF 
New Zealand twice daily beginning 
at 0000z and 1200z. Southwest 
Pacific weather charts for one, 
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according to the seasons, 
tracking more northerly in 
the winter and southerly 
in the summer. Under the 
center of the high, there 
will be an area of little or 
no wind. Any passage to or 

from New Zealand is likely 
to encounter these conditions 
and fuel management 
will play a crucial role in 
departure/arrival timing. 
Plan on at least 48 hours of 
motoring.

The top of a high 
reinforces the easterly 

tradewinds in the tropics. 
Generally, the higher the 
central pressure of the high, 
the stronger the trades 
will be as the high passes. 
Also with higher highs, the 
following trough or front 

is likely to have stronger 
winds associated with it. For 
passage planning, a forecast 
high of 1025 hPa (millibars) 
or less is preferred; anything 
over 1030 hPa needs to be 
watched carefully.

The cold fronts associated 
with passing lows tend to be 

Schedules 

for receiving 

weather data 

from the 

New Zealand 

Met Service 

and the U.S. 

Coast Guard 

in Hawaii. 

For the “New 

Zealand 

Passage 

Weather 

Products” 

box at right, 

the key for 

the far right 

column is: w 

for Winlink, s 

for SailMail, 

and m for 

MailASail. Jeff W
illiam

s

much stronger south of 30° 
south latitude. Since most 
passages will encounter one 
front, it is best to meet these 
fronts at or slightly north 
of 30° south. In doing so, 
the frontal conditions are 
mitigated. On a passage to 
New Zealand, you minimize 
the remaining distance to run 
and increase your likelihood 
of arriving before the next 
cold front.

Tropical lows are to be 
avoided at all costs. If a 
closed isobar forms in the 
tropics or is forecast, beware! 
Cyclones can deepen quickly; 
storms can “bomb” under 
the right conditions. New 
Zealand may lie in the path 
of a re-curving cyclone as the 
storm leaves the tropics. (East 
Coasters, think “Bermuda” 
and “hurricane.”) 

Weather forecasts
Begin watching the sub-
tropic region between NZ 
and the tropics several weeks 
before your intended passage. 
This will allow you to 



Marine Fuel Cell

Hydromax 150

“Fuel cells were used in early spacecraft because of their relatively light weight and the fact 
that they produce water as a “waste” product. They have since come down to earth and more 
recently moved out on the water, where they’ve been used in specialized applications, such as 
aboard Mini Transat racers. 
 

For years they have been impractical for ordinary sailors because they require compressed 
hydrogen or methanol for fuel, both of which are heavy to store and highly inflammable 
[acronym for flammable]. However, this new Hydromax 150 fuel cell from the Dutch company 
Dynad uses fuel that can be safely transported in powder form - specifically, a mixture of malic 
acid (found in apples) and a saline solution - which produces the hydrogen needed to power 
the unit. 
  

... Though expensive, it is still only half the price of its principal competition and boasts 50 
percent higher output." - Quoted from Sail Magazine, February 2015

12V Power - Anytime, Anywhere.

•  It uses no flammable fuel (no methanol).

HYDROMAX 150’s Unique Features

 
•  Internal mixing of two very safe water based solutions - 
      a salt (Hydrofuel) and an acid (the Additive - aka
        apple acid) - provides the reaction.

•  The fuels are shipped and stored in dried powder form. 
       Rather than storing bulky jugs of fuel, simply add water to
          the powders for use as needed. 

•  Less expensive than competitor products.

 •  Can produce up to 300 
Amps in a 24 hr period. 

•  The reaction takes place inside the fuel cell
  where Hydrogen is produced on demand and 
    consumed immediately. There is never more
     than 1 L of Hydrogen gas in the system at a time,
      so it is very safe to operate. The waste product
      is non toxic and can be disposed of in your
      sanitation system.

 

A Perfect Complement
 

The HYDROMAX 150 will not replace your green power solutions, such as solar and wind, but rather complement them by 
providing an additional power source that is:

• Automatic
• Environmentally friendly
• Easy to transport

• On-demand 
• Quiet with no moving parts
• Maintenance Free

• Simple to install
• Safe to have onboard
• Produces minimal heat

WINNER! SAIL Magazine’s 2015 Pittman Award for Innovation

Motorsailing

When it makes sense to use the engine and sails together

Perhaps like me, you relish the moment of tranquility that follows the instant you switch off the

engine. If so, you will also share my dislike of motorsailing, writes Clive Loughlin.

But despite my reluctance to turn on the motor, I do find that I spend quite a bit of my time

sailing with the engine on. In this article I want to explore why we do it, and what we can do to

get maximum benefit from this necessary inconvenience.

The main circumstances under which I motorsail are when the wind is light or if I need to make

progress to windward in adverse conditions. I also put the engine on simply to add an extra knot

to ensure I get to a harbour before the falling tide blocks access, or the tide turns against me.

Whether we put the engine on to help the sails, or put the sails up to help the engine, there are a

few extra things that we need to consider because they become especially relevant when

motorsailing.

Engaged or neutral?

Forget any thoughts you may have had, or rumours you may have overheard that imply that a

locked propeller creates less drag than one that is freely rotating. A locked propeller creates more

drag.

By Emma Bamford

Read More, click the link
www.sailingtoday.co.uk/practical/motorsailing/



Northland Spars & Rigging

We provide expert services to 
local and overseas yachts. You 
can rely on our expertise and 
products. Our complete range 
of facilities allow us to service 
all of your spar and rigging 
needs.

+64 (0)9 402 6280
+64 (0)273 322 381

2 Ba�n Street, Opua, NZ
sales@sparsandrigging.com

www.sparsandrigging.com

Rob 
the
Rigger

SERVICE PROVIDER

Here is a list of five things to do that are critical to an enjoyable voyage over the 
horizon: 

1. Learn to fix stuff! 
I have spoken to many people who have abandoned the cruising dream, and 
they almost always say it was the breakdowns that did them in. We all joke 
about fixing our boats in exotic places around the world, but it is literally true. 
Not a boat arrives in port after a trip of any length without at least some import-
ant things on the “to do” list. Boats are not cars. Even production boats differ 
greatly from unit to unit, and cruising boats soon become modified extensively. 
There are no shop manuals to go by. There are no standard parts lists. No chains 
of cheap repair shops. Each repair is a custom job. You can’t simply bring a boat 
into the shop for a quick fix, no matter where you are cruising and how much 
money you have.

Tackle every job you can carry tools for onboard--you’ll be doing that when 
you’re out cruising. This will likely include repairing sail tears (do you have sail 
thread, a sewing palm, and replacement sail slides?), replacing rigging (do you 
have bolt cutters and spare rigging terminals?), rebuilding your alternator (do 
you have at least one spare alternator and a set of diodes?), fixing a crack in the 
hull or keel (underwater epoxy?), troubleshooting wiring (spare fuses, wires, 
bulbs, crimping tool?), fixing your freshwater pump (rebuild kit, spare pump, 
extra hose clamps?), rebuilding your head (toilet repair kit, or two?). In general, 
the rule is if you can’t fix it onboard, you must have at least one complete spare. 
Some things are beyond the skills of all but the most proficient skippers: elec-
tronic repairs and fuel injection pumps come to mind. I look at sails as a back up 
if my engine fails, and most of the sail system is repairable onboard. However, if 
the GPS goes out there is little I can do, so I carry at least three units, all different 
so I can’t be tripped up by a single Achilles heel.
2. Learn to work with the weather, not against it. Sounds easy, doesn’t it? Yet, 
all too often I see new cruisers set out with a landlubbers mentality toward 

Get the most out of cruising...

Five Crucial Things you need to know!

weather. Yes, we have wonderful prediction tools and communications technol-
ogy onboard to transmit this information, but when cruising you are dealing with 
periods of days, weeks, or months. All the technology in the world won’t save 
you if you fight the seasons. You have to go with the flow. Heading out unnec-
essarily into rough conditions has often lead to the final straw that broke the 
rigging, strained the engine mounts, or banged the crew’s head. I don’t care how 
big and strong your boat is, it won’t be pleasant out there in bad conditions 
and there will be extra wear and tear on the boat and crew. Lack of this skill is 
probably the number two reason why some give up cruising. I have frequently 
talked to different folks on different boats, after making the same passage, and 
their tales of the trip are sometimes diametrically opposed. One boat talks about 
the wonderful passage and the other talks about sleeping on the floor so they 
wouldn’t be thrown from their bunks. The difference in arrival time is often only 
a matter of a few days, sometimes just a few hours. One boat left when the tide 
was with the wind, flattening the seas, while the other left with wind against the 
current building up a rough chop. Or maybe one boat left before dawn to catch 
the morning light air while the others slept in and dealt with the afternoon blow. 
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Or on passage, one boat sailed across the Gulf Stream fast in order to get out of the maximum current before the big 
winds arrived, while the other boat smashed along in the Stream making great time but hanging on for dear life. Some-
times this means changing your destination in the middle of a trip--if the wind and weather make it too hard to get there, 
go somewhere else. The best trips are the ones that were the most flexible. Bad weather, spend an extra day in port. 
Unfavorable current, wait until dawn to enter. Change in the wind, head to another port. Cruising that is about getting 
to points A, B, and C on schedule are almost always fraught with tension and frequently calamity. I’m sorry, but if you 
are on a strict schedule you aren’t cruising. You might get away with following a schedule for awhile, but it just doesn’t 
work in the long run. You can tell the “real” cruisers. They’re talking in terms of seasons, not dates. “We’ll be at the Canal 
before the rainy season.” “We’re moving north before hurricane season.” Very simple tools to get in this mindset are 
readily available and highly accurate, yet are dismissed by many. Pilot charts for every cruising area provide historical 
averages of the wind and weather that can be expected in every season. Go with these averages, based on observations 
since the 19th century, and you will have solved most of your weather prediction problems. Start with the pilot chart for 
your seasonal planning and only use weather forecasts for your final departure planning. In other words, don’t try to sail 
around the Caribbean during hurricane season or cross the North Atlantic in November. You just won’t win those games.

3. Live and let live. I’m serious. Without the right attitude towards this life you won’t have fun. If you are the controlling, 
type A personality, who demands perfection and expects everyone to hop to, you simply won’t like cruising. Oh sure, 
some driven folks like this are out there, but they are generally miserable and making everyone miserable around them. 
They may last a year or two, but they usually retreat to land where they can control their environment. Items one and 
two above illustrate how you have to go with the flow or you won’t really get anywhere. When cruising you are at the 
whim of nature and entropy--the weather changes, and stuff breaks down. That’s just the way it is and always will be, no 
matter what technology or strategy you employ. For one thing, unless you stay awfully close to home, you will be encoun-
tering people and environments that are new and different. That is why we go cruising. It might be possible to simply 
pass from harbor to harbor, never going ashore, but you will still have to deal with local officials, new weather patterns, 
and political whirlwinds you probably have no control over. If you don’t like people at home because of the color of their 
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skin, the language they speak, their religion, their 
customs, or the way they do business, you will be 
really upset when you go cruising. These folks will 
be coming on your boat to check your passports, 
selling you food in the market, telling you where 
to anchor or not anchor, and telling you what their 
local laws allow and don’t allow. You will have to 
change your travel plans to avoid dangerous areas, 
or to include areas that people are talking about. 
This can be upsetting to the most easy going person, 
and if you are not easy going you will be in constant 
anger at the unpleasantness of it all. And, you cant 
go around telling everyone how they should be do-
ing things. I loved a bumper sticker I used to see 
in South Carolina. It said, “Don’t tell me how you 
did it up north.” Southerners are proud of the way 
they do things their own ways and I can guarantee 
you it is the same around the world. That is not to 
say you can’t help people out when they need it. 
We always have various small presents onboard for 
the myriad children you will encounter. Kids every-
where are curious and more open to new things. 
They may ask to come aboard when their parents 
remain aloof. Or you might wake up one morning 
to knocking on the hull by a canoe load of children. 
Invite them aboard, learn from them, tell them 
about your home, ask them about their homes. If 
you are in poor areas you will find that the needs 
are certainly larger than any gifts you can provide, 
but small tokens can bridge big divides. We found 
that once you’ve broken ice with the children you 
will probably soon break ice with the parents. My 
daughter, Heather, gave a small stuffed animal to a 
young girl in a canoe. Weeks later we were on an 
island in the area and a whole gaggle of kids ran 
up and surrounded us. They had heard of the gen-
erous gift and wanted to meet us. Soon the father 

of the girl insisted we come to his home to meet his 
family. He proceeded to get us drinking coconuts 
and we all chatted as best we could. You have to be 
open to this type of cultural exchange and unexpect-
ed event or you will not enjoy cruising. You can’t be 
rigid in your habits or your plans. Are you a strict 
vegetarian? You might have a tough time eating in a 
lot of places. Many areas of the world do not grow 
or import the wide variety of vegetables we are used 
to in North America. In the San Blas Islands of Pana-
ma we found almost no vegetables available in many 
stores. You will be invited into homes and asked to 
join in meals that will include some meat, and peo-
ple won’t understand if you refuse. Do you always go 
running each morning? There are lots of places you 
simply can’t do it. I remember going dizzy watching 
someone run around and around a tiny island that 
was the only possible place to run for miles. He man-
aged, but there were many other lovely anchorages 
where this wasn’t possible. Do you have to stay in 
touch with someone on a regular basis? It might not 
be possible. Yes, there are satphones, email via SSB 
and Ham radio, and even satellite Internet, but none 
of these systems are as fast or as reliable as what we 
have on land. I can guarantee you that they will fail 
at some point, and if you absolutely have to reach 
your stockbroker that will be the day everything 
breaks down. On the other hand, the person who 
delights in seeing and experiencing people and plac-
es that are different will be constantly entertained. 
You need to laugh when the restaurants don’t open 
until after dark. You have to be prepared to do with-
out your accustomed cocktail. You have to delight in 
seeing someone of a different color wearing differ-
ent clothes running things differently than you’ve 
ever seen before. If you don’t like things different, 
stay at home.

Is power a viable option for cruisers?
Back in the 70’s and 80’s sail was the only practical solution to heading offshore, the distances making the ability 
to carry enough fuel problematic.

There were a few exceptions, mostly heavy displacement type and some of these were converted fishing boats. 
With the heavy displacement came high fuel usage and a relatively slow cruise speed. For example, a Selene 53 
we had with us in a rally some years back, powered by a single 300hp diesel, cruising at 8 knots used 35 liters of 
diesel per hour or a shade over 4 liters an hour. Using these figures a trip to Tonga at say 1000nm would con-
sume 4000 liters of fuel, cost and storage become factors.

In recent years the so called baby boomer cruisers who are still out there enjoying the cruising lifestyle have 
led the shift toward an alternative to sail and a new style of power vessel has emerged. Light displacement, fast 
cruising speed and economical. There are also two schools of thought regards hull design in this fast emerging 
class of safe offshore vessels, stabilized and not. In the stabilized camp are vessels like the Dashew 64 which has 
dominated the class for a number of years but there is  growing interest in vessels that are simpler to build, not 
quite so expedition based and are cheaper to put in the water.  Many of the designs in the monohull class are 
lower profile, flatter in the stern below the water and non stabilized.

Artnautica LRC 58
The Artnautica LRC 58, built by Dickey Boats in Napier is an example of this new 

breed. Cruising 
speed of 10 knots, 
comfortable and 
stable with a fuel 
burn of less than 1lt 
per nautical mile (in perfect conditions). There 
are now two LRC 58’s in the water and making 
quite an impression.

The ethos of this type of vessel is not only effi-
ciency but build cost. Built in Aluminium with a 
well finished interior this single engined vessel 

comes in at under a mil, a significantly more modest price than the FPB 64 from Dashew, there’s a second hand 
one available here in NZ with a price tag of $2.5mil US.

Happy Wife - Happy Life.
Look at who’s really happy with her new tender.
Some of the advantages.
• Not once have I had a wet backside, a little spray 

perhaps but this is the driest tender we’ve ever 
owned.

• It’s light and the two of us can pull her up the 
beach, easy.

• Light also means she gets up 
on the plane easy. The OCT 
also has a much bigger plan-
ing area so planes at lower 
speeds.

• Easy to get out the water   
after snorkeling.

• Easy to keep clean.
• Lyn has no problem driving 

this tender.

www.octenders.com



4. Learn about the places you are going. Again, this sounds silly to some, but it 
is not at all obvious to others. There are modern cruisers who arrive in harbors, 
fire up the generator, close the hatches, and put on another video, while near-
by there are pyramids to explore, different foods to experience, museums to 
visit, and scenery that you will never see anywhere else. You need to educate 
yourself about what there is to see. Buy every guide to the country you can 
get your hands on, and not just the cruising guides. The tourist publications 
will alert you to many things that are not in the boating books. This includes 
studying the local languages, art, music, film, literature, etc. You will find that 
there are no better stores to buy this stuff than you will find at home. Keep in 
mind that even if you do find a bookstore in a new area the chances are they 
won’t have books in your native language. And, studying and learning new lan-
guages is extremely helpful too. English is very widely spoken and understood 
almost everywhere, at least to some extant, but you can gain a lot more if you 
also know the local language. At they very least you should learn a few simple 
phrases that can go a long way towards breaking the ice. “Please,” “thank you,” 
and “good morning” will work wonders to get by that ornery customs official. 
Language skills are also necessary when you are inevitably hunting down that 
part or welding shop, as you will be doing everywhere. In addition to guide-
books to the area I like to purchase land and road maps so I can find my way 
around. Every cruising boat should carry a detailed world atlas. Road maps are 
an exception to the purchase-at-home rule. Often there are local maps that are 
much better than something you can find at Amazon or Barnes & Noble. Even 
if I can’t talk or understand the local language I can usually point out some-
thing on a map and get some directions. Similarly, visual aids are a great way 
to find historic places or even outboard motor parts--show someone a picture 
of something and they get the 1000-word idea. In some cases you will find 
that local nautical charts are also better. Even if the charts use a different lan-
guage you can often figure out everything you need to know, as most nautical 
symbols are universal. There may be local cruising guides too. You can never 
get too much information about a place you are headed or a place you’ve just 
arrived. The cruiser’s grapevine, often in the form of SSB, Ham, or VHF radio 
nets, is invaluable for advice. And, you can ask questions! Where is the best 
fuel? What harbors are dangerous? Where can I get some local cash? What 
are the best harbors? People often ask us if we were worried about security. 
The boater’s grapevine provided security information faster than any news or 

government service--frequently in real time. When someone up ahead en-
counters a poorly marked channel they warn everyone behind. When a boat 
is robbed the whole harbor finds out the next day and takes action. If some-
one is lost they call for help and several people respond with advice based on 
their own observations made recently. Of course the Internet is both a great 
source of information and a way to get horribly mislead. It is possible to get 
great information and advice on a country, or to be turned off by one person’s 
bad experience broadcast on some Internet forum. This is no different than 
what you will hear on the radio, but somehow it carries more weight being in 
print and on your computer screen. We have seen particular harbors panned 
that we thought were great, and other harbors praised that we didn’t care for. 
Customs officials routinely come in for criticism, yet your own experience may 
vary by quite a bit. The Internet gives a disgruntled person a wide audience, 
but it doesn’t necessarily provide the context to fully understand a situation. 
My best advice is to consult as wide a variety of sources as possible. I read 
Fromer’s travel guides, magazines, and cruising guides. I search the Internet, 
chat on forums, and listen in to the radio nets. Often the best advice comes 
from someone you know and trust who has been there ahead of you.
5. Be adventurous. Can you train yourself to be adventurous? Yes! Let’s say 
you’ve got two islands up ahead and you only have time to visit one. Choose 
the one where you don’t know the language. You can always head north to 
sit out hurricane season, but why not head south instead? Get below 10 de-
grees latitude in the Caribbean and you’re guaranteed a hurricane-free sea-
son. Everyone is headed to Barbecue Island--why not head for Isolation Cove 
instead? When planning where to go and what to do you need to question 
every step of the way. Deliberately choose to go against the grain, with the 
proper planning, from time to time. One problem with all the information 
we’ve gathered in item four above is that there is a vast and well-charted con-
ventional wisdom out there. Boaters travel in herds from one favorite haunt 
to another. This is both good and bad. You can get your fix of cruising friends 
in the popular harbor, but then you know that if someplace is not well de-
scribed there will be nobody there. Some folks go so far as to recommend 
using the coastal pilots, which often describe harbors of mostly commercial 
interest, though I have found them of somewhat limited use. In general, pure-
ly commercial harbors are dirty, busy, more prone to crime, and often lack 
interesting and safe things to do ashore. The bottoms of commercial harbors 
are usually filthy and covered with debris waiting to snag your anchor. There 



are exceptions that are worth visiting. New York harbor is intensely industrial, with 
every negative factor briefly outlined above, but it is also one of the most thrilling 
places to visit by boat. You will never forget passing by the Statue of Liberty or under 
the Brooklyn Bridge and up the East River through Hell’s Gate. Keep in mind that in 
this day of heightened terrorist warnings you may find yourself not welcome around 
commercial places like oil and gas terminals, or freight docks. Commercial harbors 
will often have traffic control systems that must be followed. Don’t just take the con-
ventional wisdom as your guide. Charts often indicate interesting islands that have no 
description in the guidebooks. There may be offshore reefs that can be approached 
safely in calm weather where you can anchor and swim with no land in sight. We 
have dropped the hook in the Bahamas on offshore banks with no land in sight ex-
cept for the bottom, seen through 20 feet of crystal clear water. Being adventurous 
does not mean being foolhardy or taking unnecessary risks. It means trying things 
that deliberately get you out of your comfort zone so hopefully you can find a new, 
expanded comfort zone. Leave harbor before dawn. Maybe sail overnight just for the 
pleasure of the overnight passage. One of my favorite things is to be out on the ocean 
with a full moon illuminating the night--weather permitting and well charted hazards 
all under control. It doesn’t mean ignoring the warnings of local crime problems or 
diseases. It does mean dodging around the crime-ridden, pestilent harbor to get to 
the beautiful cove that is infrequently visited. Being adventurous also means going it 
alone at times and not just following the herd. Several times I have sat at anchor in 
Florida, waiting for the proper weather window to cross the Gulf Stream to the Ba-
hamas. This is not a trivial matter. The Gulf Stream can get very nasty and dangerous 
when a strong north wind opposes the northerly current--boats are lost every year 
trying to fight the stream. However, a group think soon develops in the harbor. Every-
one talks about weather, and certain gurus soon take over the bulk of the analysis. 
Many grow to depend on the weather prognostications of the few, and finally, hope-
fully, the day comes when boat A says it is time to go. Everyone goes. Of course, boat 
A may travel slower or faster than boat B, may have a better or worse motion, or may 
be able to motor better or worse in calm winds. Other times, the boats don’t leave for 
weeks. Every day has some possible weather scenario that might not be right for one 
of the boats in the fleet. The weather gurus become more and more cautious as more 
and more people depend on them to get it right. Some people have sat like this for 
months waiting for the day. The right weather for one is not the right weather for all. 
Don’t let the group make your decisions for you. 

Be adventurous.



2016 CRUISING GUIDES
SAIL TONGA
Sail Tonga covers the three main groups in 
the Tongan Archipelago with detail routes 
and anchorage information specifically for 
the cruising sailor. PDF Format only.
RETAIL - $29.95 
ICA Member - $19.95
Comes FREE with Pacific Circuit Rally  registration.

Click HERE 
to buy Online

SAIL FIJI Available ONLY
 as an iPad App

Available in 3 editions...
Planning App. $2.99

Eastern App.   $19.99

Western & Central $29.99

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guide

Cruise Fiji with Confidence

The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a comprehen-
sive electronic guide to sailing in the Vanuatu 
islands. The program works on Windows (XP 
or later) and Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 
computers.

VANUATU

RETAIL €90.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

NEW CALEDONIA
The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a comprehensive 
electronic guide to sailing in New Caledonia’s 
islands. The program works on Windows 
(XP or later) and Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 
computers.

RETAIL €125.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

Click HERE 
to buy Online

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-companion/id922348396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-eastern/id914320410?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-guide-west-central/id914320113?mt=8
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
http://www.e-junkie.com/SailSouthPacific/product/503396.php


www.predictwind.com

Hydrovane is a totally independent self-
steering system and emergency rudder...  
in place and ready to go. 

Let Hydrovane steer you home safely.
WHAT IF... NO WORRIES 

Autopilot fails
Batteries down
Engine won’t start
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Steering broken
Rudder damaged
Crew incapacitated

Jean and Stephanie on thier Roberts 
44 Ketch in Barra de Navidad, Mexico. 
Hydrovane mounted with davits. Wayne on his Harmony 42 in Suva,

Fiji. Hydrovane mounted o�-center 
to preserve the swim platform.

Newport 41 in Neiafu, Tonga. Stubby 
size vane to accomodate solar 
panels and arch.

SURVIVE YOUR DREAM
0011-1-604-925-2660

Hydrovane in action steering a 
Hanse 430.
 

www.hydrovane.com
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Recipes
Southwest Skillet Ragu
Serves 4 to 6
1 cup elbow macaroni 750g mince or turkey/chick-
en mince 1 large yellow onion, diced 1 medium 
sweet bell pepper, chopped 500g white or baby 
bella mushrooms, quartered 2 to 3 cloves garlic, 
minced 1 tablespoon chili powder 1 teaspoon 
cumin 1 teaspoon smoked paprika 1/4 teaspoon 
cayenne or red pepper flakes (optional) 1 can diced tomatoes 1 cup shredded 
cheddar cheese, plus extra to serve Salt and pepper
Bring a large pot of water to boil. Salt the water, and cook the pasta until it is bare-
ly al dente and still a little too chewy. Scoop out a cup of the cooking liquid, then 
drain the pasta, reserving a cup of the cooking liquid.

While the pasta is cooking, begin cooking the ragu. Heat a teaspoon of olive oil 
over medium-high heat in a skillet or Dutch oven deep enough to hold everything. 
Add the mince and cook until browned completely, about 8 minutes. Transfer 
mince to a bowl. Pour off any grease, leaving behind just enough to film the bot-
tom of the pan.

Cook the onions in the skillet with a half teaspoon of salt until they are soft, trans-
lucent, and beginning to brown, 5 to 6 minutes. Add the mushrooms, and cook 
until they have released all their liquid and turned golden brown, another 5 to 6 
minutes. Add the peppers and cook until softened, another 2 to 3 minutes. Stir 
in the garlic, spices, and another half teaspoon of salt, and cook until the garlic is 
fragrant, about 30 seconds.

Pour tomatoes with their juices into the pan and bring to a rapid simmer. Add the 
mince back to the pan, and simmer until the liquid has reduced and thickened, 
about 5 minutes.

Stir in the cheese and the pasta, and stir until the cheese is melted and gooey. 
Taste and add salt, pepper, or more spices to taste. Add some of the reserved 
cooking water if you’d like a thinner ragu. Spoon into individual bowls, top with an 
extra scattering of cheese, and serve. Enjoy....

Ponder thisSouthwest Skillet Ragu

Just a bit of fun!
A blonde lady motorist was about two 
hours from San Diego when she was 
flagged
down by a man whose truck had bro-
ken down ..... .
The man walked up to the car and 
asked, “Are you going to San Diego?”
“Sure,” answered the blonde, “do you 
need a lift?”
“Not for me. I’ll be spending the next 
three hours fixing my truck. My’.
problem is I’ve got two chimpanzees 
in the back that have to be taken to 
the
San Diego Zoo. They’re a bit stressed 
already so I don’t want to keep them 
on
the road all day. Could you possibly 
take them to the zoo for me? I’ll give
you $100 for your trouble”
“I’d be happy to,” said the blonde.
So the two chimpanzees were 
ushered into the back seat, of the 
blonde’s car,
and carefully strapped into their seat 
belts, and off they went.
Five hours later, the truck driver was 
driving through the heart of San 
Diego
when suddenly he was horrified!
There was the blonde .... walking 
down the street, holding hands with 

the two
chimps, much to the amusement of 
a big crowd.
With a screech of brakes he pulled 
off the road and ran over to the 
blonde.
“What are you doing here?” he 
demanded, “I gave you $100 to take 
these
chimpanzees to the zoo!”
“Yes, I know you did,” said the 
blonde. “But we had money left over 
so now
we’re going to Sea World.”

“O’Flaherty, what are you doing 
here? Your brother rang and said 
that you were sick
and that you wouldn’t be coming in 
today”.
“Ah begorrah, the joke’s on him. 
He’s not supposed to ring you until 
tomorrow”.
Two homeless men helped a limping 
Nun across the street.
“What happened to your leg?” asked 
one.
“I twisted my ankle in the bath” she 
replied.
After she had gone, one man asked, 
“What’s a bath?”
“I don’t knows” replied the other, 
‘Tm not a Catholic”.
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