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I. Introduction 
A. In 1857, America suffered a major financial meltdown. The financial markets collapsed. Banks folded. Railroads went out of 

business. The whole monetary system was on the brink of collapse. Jobs were scarce, and the average working American faced 
tremendous pressure. 

B. It was time to pray.  
C. A young man named Jeremiah Lanphier launched a prayer meeting in New York City in the basement of a church. A prayer 

meeting is a group of people praying and being led in prayer. Lanphier’s pastor was out of town, and he knew the pastor would 
approve. His purpose was simply to seek God's mercy in the midst of the financial crisis.  

D. Jeremiah Lanphier handed out printed invitations to come and pray during the lunch hour, at noon. The invitation said people 
could stop by for five, ten, twenty minutes if they like, or stay for the whole hour.  

E. He set the date for September 23, 1857. On that day, Lanphier found himself alone. Finally, at 12:30, five people trickled in. The 
next week, the meeting grew to twenty, and then to forty. All of this, led by lay people.  

F. It was decided to hold prayer meetings every day. Soon, the room was packed, and a second room in the church was used. 
Gradually the meeting outgrew the church and went into a theater that could seat three thousand. By March, 1858, even that 
prayer meeting was packed.  

II. Revival 
A. This humble prayer meeting led to Revival. Historians call it the Third Great Awakening.  

1. Revival is a sudden, unusual, and intense work of God in the Church.  
In revival, God purifies, awakens, and mobilizes his own people.   
The awakening in the Church results in a cleansing of culture and in unusually large numbers of people coming to 
faith in Christ. 

B. One of the lessons you learn when you study revival is that no one can predict where or when revival comes. And then no one can 
predict who or what or how God catalyzes revival. This was the Prayer Revival.  

C. My topic today is Revival, and my title is this:  
1. It’s Time To Pray 

D. Prayer is one of the toughest things for most Christians. For me, there are seasons when prayer flows easily. But for most seasons 
of life, it’s a labor of love. 

E. But if we are going to see revival in our times,  
1. If we are going to rescue our children from the devil’s clutches… If we are going to deliver our nation from depression and 

despair… If we are going to push back the filth and corruption in our nation’s highest offices… If we are going to turn the 
hearts of our nation back to God… If we are going to ignite a new passion for evangelism and missions that all the world may 
know the Savior… If we are going to break the encroachments of tyranny  
a) End violence in the streets. Stop the collapse of marriage and family. Reverse the sexual exploitation of our students. 

Unite a divided people. And reverse the tragic defection of the Church from Scripture and truth… 
(1) It will not happen without prayer. It will not happen without united, concerted, militant, courageous, bold, 

persistent, muscular, heartfelt, Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus, halting, faltering, stumbling, bumbling, from the 
gut, authentic, unadorned prayer.  
(a) It’s time to pray.  

III. Jeshoshaphat 
A. There was a king centuries before Jesus whose name was Jehoshaphat. He was one of the good kings of Judah, but with blunders, 

which makes me like him even more.  
B. The worst day of his life is described in 2 Chronicles 20:1-2 

1. After this, the armies of the Moabites, Ammonites, and some of the Meunites declared war on Jehoshaphat. Messengers came and 
told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army from Edom is marching against you from beyond the Dead Sea. They are already at Hazazon-
tamar.” (This was another name for En-gedi.) (2 Chronicles 20:1, 2, NLT). 

C. So these messengers race into the palace. Sweat streams down their faces. They’re breathless and dusty and talking way too fast.  
1. Your Majesty! Your Majesty! These surrounding nations! They’ve declared war! They’ve sent their armies! They’re by the 

Dead Sea! They’re coming! Soldiers as far as the eye can see!  
D. It’s high time for the people of God to come to terms with something so big, your life will never make sense if you keep looking 

away from it. Here it is:  
1. We live in a world at war. 
2. You can’t get away from it. You can’t hide. There’s no getting out of it. Satan has declared open war against the king of 

heaven. He hates God. He hates God’s world. He hates God’s Son. He hates God’s Word. He hates God’s people. He has sworn 
he will be their god, and if he will not be their god, he will be their destroyer.  
a) His name is Apollyon, the destroyer.  

3. If you are a Christian, you will either be a loyal warrior or you will be a casualty in the conflict of the ages.  
E. You cannot stop the forces of evil from coming against you. You can’t stop them from coming, but you can defeat them.  

1. Above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. (Ephesians 6:16) 
F. Every morning… when you leave your house, when you go to work, when you go to school, when you go shopping, when you go to 

the gym, or to sports, or to anywhere — from that moment till you go back home at the end of the day, the devil is shooting 
flaming missiles at you all the time.  

G. And it doesn’t even stop when you go back home. 
1. Temptations. Troubles. Wounds… Flaming missiles.  
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2. Arguments. Opposition. Illness. Confusion… Flaming missiles.  
3. Bullies. Mean Girls. Tyrants. Politicians… Flaming missiles. 
4. Loss. Despair. Discouragement. Depression… Loneliness. Addiction. Dysfunction… The Wicked One works overtime all the 

time to shoot you down. He can’t steal your salvation (that’s impossible). But he can steal your joy and neutralize your 
testimony for the Gospel.  
a) You’re in a war!  

H. But the shield of faith will stop every single dart, and the first part of the shield is prayer.  
1. Prayer is the supernatural supply chain that delivers God’s all-sufficient provision into the battles of our lives. 

I. He is Christus Victor, the champion you need in the battles of your life. He has crushed the head of Satan, and routed the demons. 
In his Cross, he annihilated sin. And in his resurrection, he shattered death and the gates of hell, and every dark for allied against 
you. His victory is real. His victory is already accomplished.  

J. And prayer (plus Scripture) is how his victory is delivered into your situational realities moment by moment and day by day.  
K. And here is king Jehoshaphat neck deep in one of those situational realities of life. All his enemies are coming against him, all at 

once! What does he do?  
IV. Jehoshaphat was alarmed by this news and sought the LORD for guidance. He also gave orders that everyone throughout Judah should 

observe a fast. So people from all the towns of Judah came to Jerusalem to seek the LORD. Jehoshaphat stood before the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem in front of the new courtyard at the Temple of the LORD. He prayed… (2 Chronicles 20:3-6, NLT). 
A. I have preached on prayer. I have taught on prayer. I have read on prayer. I have heard about prayer all my life.  
B. And I think that most Christians don’t really have a correct view of prayer. Yes, prayer is talking to God, listening with God, 

hanging out with God. But it’s deeper than that.  
C. Here’s a story from the life of a man named Jacob, a thousand years before Jehoshaphat and two thousand years before Christ:  

1. Then Jacob dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: “I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac…” (Genesis 28:12, 13) 

D. There’s a ladder. It’s on earth. It reaches to heaven. But it’s not made of wood. It’s made of light and energy and heavenly plasma… 
glowing, spiritual, ethereal. Then there are angels going up and down and up and down the ladder. Glimmering, shimmering, 
glorious beings… massive with wings outstretched… He’s given a glimpse into another realm, the dimension of the invisible realm 
of the heavenlies.  

E. Two thousand years later, Jesus would paint the same picture. Jesus just finished astonishing a disciple by knowing about him 
before he ever met him. The disciple says, Jesus! You’re the king we’ve been waiting for…”  
1. And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man [Jesus].” (John 1:51) 
F. Both Jacob and Jesus describe the same thing.  
G. I see this is the best picture of prayer we have in the Bible. Prayer is more than talking to God—as astounding as that is. It’s more 

than asking him to meet your needs—as astounding as that is too.  
H. Prayer exceeds our wildest imaginations.  

1. Prayer in the name of Jesus opens a supernatural portal to heaven for provision, protection, power, and grace.  
I. So many people say prayer doesn’t work. I’ve heard it a million times. I’ve thought it myself sometimes.  

1. And when it comes to us getting the answer to our prayers the way we prayed them, we’re right. Many many times our prayers 
are not answered the way we prayed them.  

J. But that doesn’t mean prayer doesn’t work. Please don’t say that.  
1. Because the instant you start praying, a mighty angel in heavens throne room points to the floor of heaven, and opens a 

portal.  
2. One detachment of angels fashions a ladder made of spirit and light, and they stretch it down to earth.  
3. Another squadron of fiercely loyal angels races down the ladder as fast as the speed of thought. They lock together to build a 

wall of protection around you.  
4. In heaven Seraphim and Cherubim gather the provision and resources you need.  
5. In a mystery we cannot fathom, your spirit sails up that latter to the very throne room of heaven, as you have now come 

boldly to the throne of grace, shielded from God’s blistering holiness by the blood of the Lamb.  
6. In that exact moment, the Holy Spirit energizes your prayer, and Jesus Christ echoes your prayer, and God the Father 

dispenses to your prayer such a lavish provision that you always have all sufficiency in all things. 
K. Every prayer offered in the name of Jesus — and that includes lame prayers, stuttering prayers, guilty prayers, ugly prayers — every 

prayer opens a supernatural divine portal to heaven.  
1. “Angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.” 

L. You don’t see this. You don’t feel this. It is impervious to your five senses, but it is nonetheless real.  
M. Please don’t say that prayer doesn’t work.  

1. Prayer doesn’t give you supernatural powers. Prayer doesn’t give you magical powers. And prayer doesn’t turn you into 
Gandalf or make you wizard. 
a) Prayer is a privilege for an ordinary mortal to unleash the sovereign power of God into a situation… in ways you 

can’t expect, can’t predict, and can’t control.  
N. And that is exactly why prayer is a non-negotiable pre-condition for revival. And that is why Jehoshaphat called his nation to 

prayer. And that is why Jeremiah Lanphier called his city to prayer.  
V. The Great Awakening 
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A. Lanphier launched his prayer meeting in September.  
B. By April, countless theaters, churches, printers' shops, fire stations, and police stations were opened up for noon hour prayer 

meetings.  
C. They all followed the same form, with laypeople leading, and taking turns praying.  
D. In Chicago, the Metropolitan Theater was filled every day with 2,000 praying people. In Louisville, several thousand came to the 

Masonic Temple for prayer each morning. 2,000 assembled for daily prayer in Cleveland, and St. Louis churches were filled for 
months at a time. In many places tents were set up for prayer.  
1. This is revival.  

E. There were no strange signs or bizarre wonders, just hearts of believers from all denominations melded together in prayer.  
F. The prayer meetings spread up and down the Atlantic. In Boston, Philadelphia, New York, and elsewhere. All endorsed by 

ministers, but led by laypeople. God was doing something remarkable within the church.  
G. Just like God was doing something remarkable under King Jehoshaphat. 

VI. Jehoshaphat 
A. He gathered his people and prayed. It’s a beautiful prayer, one worth us studying and echoing, there in 2 Chron 20.  
B. The end of his prayer reaches deep inside my soul.  

1. “O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know 
what to do, but our eyes are upon You.” Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD. 
Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel… And he said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, 
King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s.’” (2 Chronicles 20:12-15) 

C. So the king and the nation prayed. In that exact moment, a supernatural ladder of light and power was dropped to earth from a 
portal in heaven… and down came one of the best promises in all the history of promises.  
1. The battle is not yours but God’s. 

a) Prayer is shifting the burden of victory (but not of action) from your shoulder’s to God’s.  
D. So King Jehoshaphat and his armies head out to meet the enemy. The king sets the worship team to go first!  
E. But when they get to the battlefield, they see something strange. They can’t believe their eyes. The king looks again. He rubs his 

eyes. He asks his advisors if they see what he sees. And yes, they all see the same utterly inexplicable sight. 
F. The vast army of enemy soldiers already lies dead on the field of battle.  

1. So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, 
fallen on the earth. No one had escaped. When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them 
an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could 
carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much. (2 Chronicles 20:20-25) 

G. That paragraph before explains that when the nation prayed, God sent confusion to the enemy, and instead of slaughtering God’s 
people they slaughtered each other. Not one left standing.  
1. Do you know what we call that? Grace.  

H. Then there was so much treasure and jewelry and wealth in their tents that it took three days to carry off the spoil.  
1. Do you know what we call that? Amazing grace.  

I. Obviously, this prayer had an amazing outcome. I have to say really fast, not all prayers end this way. We don’t always get this 
amazing outcome.  And that’s why we have to remind ourselves again and again:  
1. In revival, in prayer and in life, our job is faith and God’s job is outcomes.  

a) There’s a whole chapter in the Bible, Hebrews 11, about this. It’s person after person who lives with faith.  
(1) In the first half of the chapter, every man and woman of faith wins a victory.  
(2) But in the second half of the chapter, every man and woman of faith is wounded, defeated, broken, or killed.  

(a) But win or lose, both groups are people of heroic and glorious faith. That’s your job. Faith.  
b) You prayed and the illness didn’t go away.  
c) You prayed and the business still failed.  
d) You prayed and the divorce happened, the failure happened, the breakup happened, the bad thing happen, the numbers 

went south — the very thing you prayed against happened.  
e) Did prayer work? Was the portal opened? Did angels ascend and descend, up and down with provision and blessing?  
f) Did even so-called unanswered prayer work? If you count a stockpiling of rewards in heaven beyond your wildest dreams, 

even if nothing happens on earth that you can see… then yes. Even so-called unanswered prayer works.  
g) Yes. Yes. Yes.  

J. The prayer revival in Jehoshaphat’s day changed the whole nation. No more living in fear of the surrounding nations. Their armies 
are dead. Their spoil is plundered. And there’s more… but first this: 
1. The humblest believer praying on the authority of Jesus Christ becomes a battering ram against immorality, evil, 

and satanic infiltration in their day.  
K. No more spiritual lethargy, apathy, indifference. No more a lukewarm church The people of God woke up. They humbled 

themselves. They sought God’s face. They prayed. They turned from their wicked ways.  
L. And God heard from heaven, forgave their sins, and healed their land. 
M. They had a renewed passion to believe in him, worship him, and serve him.  

1. Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around. (2 Chronicles 20:30) 
N. That was the great blessing of Jehoshaphat’s revival. Peace. Prosperity. Blessing. Joy.  
O. But true revival never stops just with God’s people.  
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P. Here’s the end of this king’s story, and there’s more to this verse than meets the eye.  
VII. Salvations 

A. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 
(2 Chronicles 20:29, NKJV) 

B. True revival never stops with God’s people.  
C. The normal phrase in the Bible is “fear of the Lord.” But this phrase is fear of God.  
D. So I wondered if there might be a difference. I did a study on this phrase. Fear of God. Fear God. Feared God. Fears God. God 

fearing. All the variations. There are about 60 to look at. Here’s what I found.  
1. Fearing the Lord has to do with spiritual maturity and living with respect for God.  
2. But fearing God usually means unbelievers getting saved. In fact, the Bible name for gentile believers in the God of Israel… 

the Bible name for them is God-fearers.  
E. When we are told that “the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries,” it is saying that large numbers of those people 

were saved. They turned from their idols. They turned from their satan worship. And they turned to the living God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

F. This is revival…  
1. When the number of believers seeking God and praying for revival reaches a tipping point, the onlooking world 

comes flooding into the family of faith.   
G. So this is revival… and what was the catalyst? Prayer. 
H. It was the same thousands of years later in the Third Great Awakening.  

VIII. The Prayer Revival 
A. The prayer meetings exploded across the land… among believer… within the church. 
B. But the work of God spilled beyond the borders of the church.  
C. Massive numbers of salvations were reported. As a result of these packed out prayer meetings, churches were crowded and souls 

were saved. It is estimated that in New York alone, upwards of 50,000 people came to Christ. That was just one city.  
D. One historian says:  

1. The phenomenon of packed churches and startling conversions was noted everywhere.... "from Texas, in the South, to the 
extreme of our Western boundaries, and our Eastern limits; their influence is felt by every denomination." [The revival] first 
captured the great cities, but it was also spread through every town and village and country hamlet. It swamped schools and 
colleges. It affected all classes without respect to condition. There was no fanaticism... It seemed to many that the fruits of 
Pentecost had been repeated a thousandfold. At any rate, the number of conversions reported soon reached the total of fifty 
thousand weekly, a figure borne out by the fact that church statistics show an average of ten thousand additions to church 
membership weekly for the period of two years. [J. Edwin Orr, in Hardiman, The Spiritual Awakeners pp. 188,9.] 

E. I want to leave a little extra time today because I want to pray a little longer than I normally pray after a message.  
F. But let me finish with this.  
G. Jeremiah Lanphier printed out a little card and handed it out. It was an encouragement to pray.  
H. The card said this.  

1. "How often shall we pray? 
2. “As often as the language of prayer is on my heart; as often as I see my need of help; as often as I feel the power of 

temptation; as often as I am made sensible of any spiritual decline or feel the aggression of a worldly spirit.” 
I. In New York there is a statue of this unassuming man, sitting on a bench, with his hands open in a posture of welcome.  
J. One person, in humble prayer, can launch a movement that will change the world. 

IX. Prayer 
A. We come to you today heavenly father with a burden in our hearts and an ache in our souls.  
B. We come in the name of Jesus, for he alone is worthy.  
C. We say with that king of old:  

1. Father, we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are 
upon You. 

D. Open, we pray, that almighty portal of grace that a blessing might come down.  
E. Do not let any of us lose our first love. Do not our church grow cold and dead.  

1. Forgive our many sins. Forgive our immorality, our sensuality, our carnality. Forgive our selfishness and greed. Forgive our 
superiority and righteousness. Forgive our indifference toward heavenly things. Forgive our drunkenness, our addictions, and 
our evil. Forgive our neglect of Scripture and prayer.  

F. We say, Lord, revive us!  
G. Lord, raise up in our churches many men and women that are all on fire with love to Christ and His divine Gospel.  
H. Cause us to seek your face. And then heal our land.  
I. Push back the encroaching darkness, and humiliate the demonic hordes once again.  
J. Now draw to yourself sinners. Lord, convert them. O God, save men, women, save children, save this great nation, this wicked 

nation, this slumbering dead nation.  
K. Lord, arouse it, arouse it by any means, that it may turn unto its God. Lord, save sinners all the world over and let Your precious 

Word be fulfilled. 
L. God grant that we may live to see another Great Awakening in our days. Not manufactured from below but sent from heaven 

above. 
M. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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