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Reports



Four Synod Meetings took place this year.

18th November 2020 (via Zoom)

The meeting was chaired by Revd Mark Fraser. Mark introduced businessman Mark Short, co-
owner of Strays, and Liam O'Boyle, Diocesan Partnership Officer, asking them both questions
about their challenges, encouragement and the presence of God that they and their colleagues
had witnessed during the pandemic. We were encouraged to reflect on how our church and
personal lives have been impacted by the pandemic and hear how those in business or wider
church ministries have similarly been impacted and yet sensed God at work stretching and
building their faith. The meeting joined Mark in reading Psalms 60 and 67. The meeting split
into small groups to discuss challenges, encouragement and the presence of God that they have
witnessed in their own lives and parishes during the pandemic. Mark encouraged the meeting to
send their stories to Katharine the Deanery administrator. Throughout the following year the
Deanery Leadership Team will seek to communicate regularly with Incumbents, Treasurers and
the Churchwardens from churches in vacancy to discuss how progress is being made and the
plans parishes have in place to raise income going forward. The meeting closed with a prayer
from Jane Gray.

15th March 2021 (via Zoom)

Mark Fraser welcomed everyone to the meeting. Mark read Psalm 25 and we sang the hymn of
praise, "Fill Your Hearts". Mark welcomed synod members to the meeting and then split the
meeting into sub-groups encouraging everyone to say something positive learnt from lockdown.
Deanery Leadership Team elections took place and the results were:

* Lay Chair - Jane Gray
* Treasurer - Vacant
* Deanery Leadership Team Clergy - Mark Fraser, Tim Fox, Andrew Buchanan

and Lydia Cartwright
* Lay members - Jane Gray, Sue Waterston, Colin Knight

Maureen Cole gave a General Synod report to the meeting. In particular Maureen highlighted
the National Church report into affordable housing that has recently been in the news and the
way that could impact at parish level. She also shared the Archbishop's new vision for a
"Humbler, Simpler, Bolder" Church post-lockdown. The Bishop's seven page address to
Diocesan Synod in October 2020 was sent to all members expressing his gratitude for the
extraordinary way that churches and other ministries across the diocese have served with such
compassion, courage and hope through these past difficult months. The Bishop was encouraging
parishes to be back in person by Palm Sunday. The Bishop's address ended with the following:
We will not get everything right and we will not always agree. But for the sake of the gospel
and to the glory of God: "Let us be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave you".

10th June 2021 (Prayer Walk)

The walk was organised by Jane Gray and started at St Luke's Church, Gamston to
commemorate the restart of church services and finished at Holy Rood Church, Edwalton. Jane
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explained that on our walk we would hold discussions and prayer sessions at strategic points en-
route. Special prayers were said for Mark Fraser and his wife Catherine following their car
accident. The walk stopped at the entrance of the local primary school where prayers for the
staff and pupils of the school were said. There were 25 walkers who took part from across the
Deanery and the round trip was 4 miles. Holy Rood Church sits in a small farming community
and was built in 1166 AD. The church garden began in 1996 where church members continue to
maintain it. It has many permanent features, including several seats, stone statues and numerous
trees and shrubs, some have been given in memory of loved ones. It is truly a very spiritual and
comforting place to visit. We formed a circle in the garden and many prayers were said.

4th November 2021

The meeting was held in All Hallows Church, Lady Bay. Jonathan Mole, Vicar of All Hallows
Church, opened the meeting in Worship. The reading was Mark 10:17-31. Two hymns were
sung and together we said the Lord's Prayer. Jonathan welcomed Bishop Andy to the meeting
and asked Colin Knight to come forward to interview Bishop Andy. Colin asked the Bishop
about his favourite pieces of music. These are as follows: Lord of the Rings soundtrack - The
Shire. Four Seasons by Vivaldi - Spring. Fix You by ColdPlay - When you try your best. The
Bishop said his first single he enjoyed was The Power of Love by Jennifer Rush.
The Bishop said he had considerable experience from 12 years supporting, nurturing and
developing hundreds of future clergy and other leaders whose early training is undertaken in the
context of the local church. The Bishop said his passion for sharing the love of Jesus with all
people was most important. He stated that shortly he would be 50 years old and for him his
work was about the journey of faith. He is married to Liz with three children ages 11, 13 and 15.
Life was particularly difficult for his family currently as his wife had not been able to transfer
her work to our area and was continuing to commute to London Monday to Friday. His passion
was Jesus and he is currently involved in a pilot study within Newark to revitalise the church.
The Bishop talked about his mission in this role. He is working on the following to Inspire,
Support & Equip, Engage & Multiply within churches, and although the church had done very
well in the past he is taking this new theme out to many churches next year. His diary for 2022
is now full of all the churches he will be visiting. Investment for the next 10 years will help this
project, the first 5 years of investment was already underway.
Sue Waterston spoke about Framework, a mental health service, which is made up of four
groups who have joined together to form one organisation, providing a drop-in telephone
service throughout Nottingham. Each Crisis Sanctuary will have 3 trained Crisis Intervention
workers who will provide recovery-focused crisis support on a trusted and consistent space for
people who require out of hours mental health support. If a person preferred not to attend the
Crisis Sanctuary support can be provided via telephone or through video calling platforms. The
Crisis Sanctuaries are delivered through a partnership of Framework, Harmless, Turning Point
and Mind, to collectively support the communities of Nottinghamshire. The telephone number is
the same one for all venues which is 0115 844 1846.
Mark introduced Barry Dryden who has taken on the position of Finance Officer for West
Bingham Deanery. Share figures for the Deanery are up by 1.9% from last year.
Val Hopkins & Janet State (Deanery Synod Representatives)
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Barton

This year we had the faculty approved to remove some of the
pews from the South Aisle. These pews were not in very good
condition but we managed to sell them thanks to Ray State. We
have now replaced the pews with the heavy wooden chairs that
were in the Chancel, we have found this very useful especially
when we had the Autumn Fair and used them along with tables
for people to sit at whilst we served food and drinks. We are still
waiting for the plumber to fit a part in the second boiler but the system has to be drained for him
to do this and so he is waiting for better warmer weather. The boilers seem to be working okay
at the moment. As regards the money from the Highways Agency, for the land taken to widen
the A453 road, it is still on going.
Carole Edis (Deputy Churchwarden)

Gotham

During this last year, there has been little progress on work to
the fabric of St Lawrence church due to Covid restrictions and
the limitation of funds caused by our not being able to hold
events and church services. Coupled with the ever-increasing
level of Parish Share against the inability to raise funds, a
cautious approach has been taken to making commitments on
commissioning work. Necessary servicing of the heating system
has been done and some more work to the clock chimes carried out. The latter continues the
refurbishment of the chiming mechanism which has been ongoing for some time - the springs
holding the hammer off the bells have had to be replaced yet again. We have changed the
contractors we use for work on the clock and are confident we have a reliable, cost-effective
company looking after the clock now - they must be good as they have been working on Big
Ben! With the opening up of activities and the slow accumulation of funds, faculty approval has
been obtained to repair the defective render to the side of the vestry facing the square, which is
in poor condition, triggered by a piece of stone having fallen off. Contractors have been
instructed with a view to the work being done in early 2022 when the weather is appropriate.
This work is being funded by donations and a grant from Notts Historic Churches fund. The
final work necessary to the clock is the repair of the drive mechanisms to the hands which are
badly worn and the refurbishment of the clock faces. As this is a village asset, the Parish
Council has been collaborating with us to raise funds to pay for this work and this appeal has
been highly successful thanks to the efforts of Gill Hind and her helpers "selling" minutes.
Major donations have also been received from individuals, from British Gypsum and
Nottingham City Transport. A grant has also been offered by East Midlands Airport Community
Fund. Although not strictly a fabric issue, a decision has been taken to sell the Church Hall
which is no longer in viable use and in need of major refurbishment. Currently it is on offer
through agents. When sold, alternative arrangements will have to be made for storage which are
being investigated at present.
David Power
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Kingston

The fabric of St Winifred's is generally in good repair. Inside,
the sandstone still runs in certain areas, This cannot be stopped,
but having taken advice from the architect we keep windows
open at all times to increase airflow and reduce the amount of
sandstone that runs. Following recent storms we have a hole in
the roof caused by several dislodged tiles - we are in the process
of getting this mended. The churchyard is well maintained,
thanks to the sterling work of Graham Grocock (with the assistance of Steve Ledley). The wall
surrounding the churchyard needs a bit of attention with missing mortar and stones to be put
back, but this is in hand.
Angie Howard (Churchwarden)

Ratcliffe

The South Aisle East window repairs started on 21st June 2021
and the work was completed on 15th July 2021. We received
grants amounting to £2,250 and the balance of £1,650 was paid
from the Fabric Fund. We hope to complete the cleaning of the
windows in the chancel and altar this year which will cost £600
funds permitting. Possibly the altar window may require
extensive repairs but until this has been looked at closely by Ian
Freshney of M E Stained Glass we will not know what condition it is in. Ray State carried out
the Risk Assessment form for opening church buildings to the public in July 2021. The fire
extinguishers were serviced in 2021 and servicing this year will be carried out February/March
2022. The Lightning Conductor Inspection Test is also due. Our Harvest service in September
was attended by 26 people. On the 10th October two children from different families were
christened with 106 people at the service. We had a joint Remembrance service with Kingston
congregation on the 14th November where 24 people attended and £125 was sent to the British
Legion. Our carol service on the 12th December was well attended. Compline Services run on a
Thursday evening at 8:00pm and successfully ran in 2021 from July to the end of August. 2022
services will commence on 2nd June 2022 and finish on 25th August 2022. This service is led
by members of the A453 Churches and is a peaceful and calming service at the end of the day.
Very many thanks to all who volunteer to lead these services. We successfully ran our Autumn
Fair on the 16th October last year and were delighted to see so many people at this event. Our
usual stalls of bric a brac, tombola, books and refreshments were available and the day raised a
fantastic £1,078. This year's event will be
on Saturday 15th October. On the 10th
January 2022 the young Oak tree at the
entrance to the churchyard was
professionally cut. We shall benefit from
this work being done especially when the
leaves are on the tree because the
branches have now been cut away from
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the lamp post close to the notice board giving more light over the church yard. This work
completes all the points raised from the Quinquennial Inspection Report 2021. Last year's
Sutton Bonington Show was cancelled but it has been confirmed that this year's show will go
ahead on Sunday 4th September. Along with our table for the church there will be a separate
table for the A453 churches to make people aware of our five churches, our services and
activities. Our grateful thanks go to our Treasurer Graham for all his sterling work on our
accounts. Special thanks also to Richard, David and Sonya for our church services. The church
continues to be open daily between 9:00am to 4:00pm.
Janet State (Churchwarden)

Thrumpton

The latest Quinquennial report which was undertaken in
December 2020 stated that the church is generally in a very good
condition. Externally, the only concerns relate to small areas of
pointing which can be monitored and the condition of an open
drain on the south side of the building. The south facing roofs
have two broken tiles but otherwise in good condition. The north
facing roofs has moss on it which has damaged several tiles plus 5
missing roof tiles which need attention this summer. The lead flashings around the tower
parapet will be inspected in better weather and any slippage will be rectified. Internally the
condition of the low-level stonework in places and slight movement of the external wall and
window in the south west corner of the chancel also need monitoring. The refixing of the loose
floor tiles in the Chancel and Vestry which were listed as requiring attention was completed last
spring. The deterioration (bowing) of two of the stained glass windows on the south elevation of
the Nave was reported on last year. I have had meetings with three specialists and have received
two quotations for appropriate repairs and Janet State has recently applied for a faculty for us.
We are reviewing the financial implications of changing our current halogen discharge lighting
to LED's in the Chancel and lower wattage bulbs elsewhere. The organ was serviced last autumn
but is currently rarely played. I carried out a topple test earlier this year and three gravestones
failed. I consulted D & M Monumental Masons who gave me a verbal quotation of £450-500
which we feel unable to justify. I have consulted them again and have been advised how we can
stabilise them ourselves which we are considering. We have had the gutters and downpipes
cleaned and are having guards installed on the top of the rainwater pipes in March. I'm pleased
to report that our beautiful reados which was cleaned and restored a few years ago remains in
perfect condition. The biggest item of expenditure which we incur most years tends to relate to
the maintenance of the trees in the Churchyard which are in a conservation area.
John Collins (Deputy Churchwarden)
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Safeguarding is at the heart of our Christian Faith. "Safeguarding" means the action the Church
takes to promote a safer culture in all our churches. As members of the Southwell and
Nottingham Diocese we are committed to the safeguarding, care and nurture of everyone within
the A453 Benefice of Churches.

Training Requirements:

• PCC members need to complete the Basic Awareness (C0) and the Foundation (C1) courses.

This is to reflect the importance of the governance role of PCCs as Charity Trustees.

• Benefice Church Wardens need to complete the C0, C1 and Foundation Courses. This is due

to their key role as leaders of their churches especially during times of vacancy.

• Those who lead or help with children's activities need to complete C0, C1 and Foundation

courses.

DBS Requirements:
The Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham require DBS checks to be renewed every 3 years and
these are currently completed by Access Personal Checking Services (APCS). There is an
expectation that all clergy, readers, churchwarden's and all PCC members and other church
officers (paid or volunteers) who lead or help with children's activities are DBS checked.

It is the personal responsibility of everyone to ensure their training and DBS checks are up

to date otherwise they will be unable to continue in their role.

I am pleased to say that the A453 Benefice of South Nottinghamshire take safeguarding very
seriously and respond sensitively and compassionately to the needs of our congregations, in
order to keep them safe from harm.
Anne Farnsworth (Benefice Safeguarding Officer / Lead Recruiter)
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We continue to be a small group meeting on a Monday

morning from 10:30-12:00pm in Kingston although we didn't
meet for much of the last year. When we restarted after
lockdown we spent 2 months doing "The Bible Course" - a
video series showing us the golden thread from Genesis to
Revelation. We found it to be a very useful course to see the
plan of the Bible and God's plan for us through it. We will probably redo it later this year. It is
available online on the Bible Society website. Since the New Year we have been using the
Swedish method to work our way through Acts. It is surprising how many new ideas and
concepts we have come across in the first few chapters. We really missed our sessions through
lockdown, which just shows how valuable they are to our continuing education and sense of
being in a church family.
Sonya

The Tuesday Bible Study group began the new year on 7th September at 3 Leake Rd when
Covid restrictions were eased, at the usual time of 11:45am, reading The Acts of the Apostles
and just sharing our thoughts on the text. This has continued, with a short break during Advent
when we looked at the Scriptures used to accompany the traditional service of readings and
carols, until the present day. Our numbers attending varied from 3 to 8! We're now meeting in
church after the 10:30 service to accommodate two people in wheelchairs, along with Colin, our
organist, and our numbers are steady at 8 or 9. Peter still leads on most occasions. Reading Acts
has been a wonderful journey of discovery for us all and good fellowship abounds. New
members are always welcome.
Peter Inskeep

The group meets at Susan Davies' house in Barton on a Wednesday afternoon at 2:00pm. There
are 6 of us that meet and after hearing everyone's view and a vote it was decided to study the
Gospel of John again as we had not met for a while, this was a unanimous decision. We are
enjoying this more this time round and we all seem to come across verses that we say "we can't
remember hearing that before". Although we must have read these passages many times we
seem to see more meaning in them and saying more to us. We have a discussion on everyone's
view of the passage, it is surprising how people have a different view of the meaning, but we
always finish up in agreement after a discussion. We also find the Study Bible beneficial
especially if there is something we are not sure about, it really does explain the meaning. We
then finish with the Grace.
Carole Edis

The two groups that met on Wednesday evening in Gotham and Thursday evening in Ratcliffe
decided to amalgamate and now meet in Gotham on Thursday evenings. This group will
challenge all your perceptions of what a Bible Study Group will be like. The sessions are lively,
everyone has their say and sometimes we can even be controversial. We laugh a lot and we have
a lot of lightbulb moments when we stop and wonder why we haven't seen something before or
why we haven't made certain connections before either.
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Our discussions are many and varied and have even included the very unlikely task of
researching circumcision! We use Study Bibles, a variety of different Bibles, online
commentaries and even Google to help us to delve deeper into God's Word. At the moment we
are looking at Genesis because we wanted to go back to the very beginning. The genealogy of
Jesus that begins there is also ours and sometimes getting our tongues around the names
mentioned has been a challenge. We've done lots of research on whether the ages of the people
mentioned are real or bear a numerical significance. We've spoken to those who believe that the
numbers have a symbolic significance and those who believe that the ages are true because the
lineage had not been contaminated. Either way the search for knowledge was somewhat
compulsive! We really enjoy being together as a group and also being able to support each other
as we move forward on our Christian journey.
Val Hopkins
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During the time Little Cherubs has been unable to run because of Covid-
19, we tried to continue to keep some contact with the Little Cherub's
Parents through a Messenger group, the Little Cherub's Facebook page
and times we may have seen anyone in Gotham. From 17th March 2020
- 9th September 2021 Little Cherubs was closed because of Covid
restrictions. Shortly before Friday 10th September 2021 restrictions
eased and toddler groups were officially allowed to open again with no
restrictions on numbers or mask wearing for under 5's groups using
separate Church (Hall) buildings. A plan was discussed (between us, Richard, Anne and David
Power) and implemented for a safe return for all to Little Cherubs. Toys were prepared, sorted
and cleaned in preparation for the beginning of the new school year, and 'Little Cherubs Toddler
Group' started up again on Friday 10th of September 2021. It was decided after talking with
Toddler families, that an earlier start time would be appreciated. The time for opening was
changed to 9:30-11:30am. Some conditions have been implemented at Toddlers to help with the
safety of people attending and minimise risks:

• The setting had a deep clean before initial use.

• We created an eating area so that children's hands could be

sanitised and washed before eating, drinking and afterwards, before
toys were played with again.

• Toys are wiped over as necessary if a child has put it in their

mouth.

• Hand gel available.

• Bathroom area cleaned and wiped down before and after each

session.

• Parents/carers are asked not to come to Toddlers if they or their child has Covid symptoms,

they are isolating, or they are ill in any way.

• Toys are sorted into groups and labelled, so that there are at least 2 weeks between the same

toys being used again.

• Soft toys, baby mats, towels and T-towels, are taken home to be laundered each week.

• Chairs are spaced further apart so that family groups can maintain some social distancing if

they wish.

• Toddler Group users are encouraged to use the Register or their names are added for them, to

ensure we have basic information of those attending each week should we need to contact any
of them because of any new Covid outbreaks/situations and also in line with having a register
incase of the event of a fire, lockdown situation or evacuation.

• David Power lets us know if anyone else uses or will be using the Church hall.

The re-opening of Little Cherubs was appreciated by Toddler families as they tried to settle into
new routines and make new friends after lockdowns and restrictions. Initially numbers attending
exceeded expectations and we had around 15 families attending for a couple of weeks! With
various illnesses, Chicken pox, Covid still around, holidays and understandable anxiety all
playing their part, numbers have not stayed that high.
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The families are still all attending, but because of these and other unpredictable reasons, we
usually have between 3 and 7 families attend each week. We have shared the previously planned
Bible stories and Bible truths again this year during the Bible story time. Starting off with - God
Made... (Genesis), the Christmas story, and then moving onto Bible characters. The families
have enjoyed lots of fun play and chat together including a Toddler friendly Rocket display
around Bonfire night and a Christmas party in the church hall. We intend to have a Toddler
Group Easter Party and treasure hunt and we pray that this will be well attended and enjoyed by
our Toddler and Baby families. A special thank you to Lucia, Richard and baby Horatio who

took on the roles of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus at the No Rehearsal
Nativity Play and Christingle Service 12th December 2021, who attend
Little Cherubs Toddler Group. We continue to also have a singing and
music session, introducing families to a variety of Christian children's
songs along with other well-known songs & rhymes. We have a Notices
time which we use to talk about Village & Church events and have been
informing families about the Family Fun services at this time and on the
Little Cherubs Facebook page. Thank you to Val Hopkins for posting
information about Little Cherubs on the Churches Facebook page. Our
thanks also goes out to Anne Farnsworth, Richard Coleman, and David

Power for their continual support and with the 'back to toddlers' help and advice. Thank you to
Valerie Brown for her support and help stepping in to help when we need cover. Thank you to
our Church Community support and prayers for the Toddler Group.

Lord, we are encouraged and strengthened in faith, by seeing the little ones playing happily with
their families at Little Cherubs, and by enquiries about the group by new parents and by
returning families. We are confident that with your help, God, and through prayer, Little
Cherubs will continue to grow and be a valuable part of the village and Church community. We
would like to hold in our prayers the Families with young children, local to Gotham. We pray
that they feel welcome, appreciate the opportunity to meet at Little Cherubs. That anxieties and
troubles in returning or joining Toddlers will pass and the group will grow in numbers and
understanding of Faith in you Lord Jesus. We pray for wisdom and guidance for the Little
Cherubs team on how best to transition into the Church as a setting when the Church Hall is no
longer available for use. Also, for insight into how to make the area safe, play friendly and
welcoming to all Toddler families.
Thank you,
Amen.
Anna Marsden, Fiona Coleman & Elaine Inskeep
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Train up a child in the way he should go: even when he is old he will

not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6

Unfortunately, we still have not managed to get back into school in the
aftermath of the pandemic. I have kept in touch with Janette the head,
and the agreement is that when the time is right she will be in touch to
welcome us back. In the meantime we hold the staff and the children in
our prayers.

Val Hopkins (Team Leader)

Children are a gift from the Lord, they are a reward from Him.           Psalm 127:3
Family Fun came back into the pattern of services in September 2021
with a service to say thank you, and we had so much to say thank you
for. We had survived a pandemic and were able to worship again, albeit
within social distance parameters, hand sanitisers and masks! Before
the pandemic we had built up a congregation of regulars who came
along and we discovered in September that we were back to the
beginning and have been working really hard to build those numbers up

again. Before I go any further I need to thank the amazing team of volunteers who work so hard
to make sure this service is everything we say it is - different, fun, family friendly and
something you want to come back to. It always has a Bible message but it is soft touch and we
do pray. Our team is growing and I am particularly proud of the young people who have
volunteered to join us and are playing a pivotal role. So, my thanks to Anna, Alannah and her
fiance, Luke, who turn their hands to anything; Luke Marsden who is one of our tech team
headed by Richard, and Oliver Coleman who has just joined us on sound. I particularly am
grateful to the tech team because I know I can sometimes lead them on a merry dance with
spontaneous hymn singing needing karaoke backing or going off script! Samantha Coleman has
also joined us and we are grateful for her help, particularly with refreshments. We also have
Georgina and Ian Draycott from Ratcliffe - how special to have folk from around the benefice.
Last but by no means least we have Anne and Sonya. Our subject choices cover a vast array but

in February we tackled Love
and had a wedding. With
bouquets from Valerie
Brown and a 3 tier cake
from Alannah, 26 adults and
16 children we had a
wonderful time. We had 2
new families who came
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from Clifton through the school, and we have a regular family from East Leake so we are
building our numbers. Please pray that this may continue as we reach out to children and
families in the A453 churches. The photos show our February wedding. In March we are having
a pancake party and in April we're looking at what a pinata has to do with Easter. Curious? Do
come along. We can promise you a warm welcome and a fun time as we learn about God.
Val Hopkins

Last summer I made contact with East Leake Academy to discuss my
return to work in school. I was set to return at the beginning of the new
school year in September, but due to a change of staff and the latest
round of Covid restrictions it was put on hold. Now that Covid
restrictions have been lifted I have contacted the school again in the hope
that I can return after Easter. In the meantime, from talking to other youth
workers in the diocese and nationally it became clear that a model of
serving hot chocolate to young people straight after school was working
well. We started trialling that initiative on Wednesdays at St Mary's East Leake. It quickly
became evident that it was well received both by students and parents, so we began a similar
model at St Lawrence Gotham on Tuesdays in January. Initially Richard and I met the school
bus at the stop where most students get off. We handed out free hot chocolate for a few weeks.
About 15 students happily accepted the hot drinks especially on a cold winter afternoon. Then
we moved the hot chocolate station to outside the church with games such as pool, table tennis,
Uno, Jenga and air hockey inside. At first students preferred to just take the hot drinks and go
but on Shrove Tuesday we offered cooking pancakes inside which led to 10 students staying to
eat, play games and chat. We continue to pray that secondary students will now see St Lawrence
as a Youth drop in club after school on Tuesdays till 4:30pm. As I return to school I will already
be known and recognised by young people of East Leake and Gotham as the hot chocolate lady
which in turn will help to build relationships and opportunities in school. There is potential for
the two to complement each other well as we rebuild the youth work in the area.
Jo Harrison (Schools Worker at East Leake Academy)
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Our link with Natal has had a bit of a bumpy ride over the past year.
I said in my report last year that their priest was hoping to move on
but that hasn't happened. He still wants us to link up but even though
he said he would appoint a lay link person that hasn't happened.
Melanie and Ian have now moved back to Cape Town and although
we wish them well we were without prayers for a while until Frankie
stepped into the breech. We are now in the situation where she sends
weekly prayers and updates. So thank you Frankie! Times have been
tough in South Africa. There was rioting and looting in Richmond
when the town centre was left looking like a war zone. Covid

restrictions were stricter than ours and vaccinations not as available. Corruption still is rife with
the mayor of Richmond being imprisoned for murder and being involved in a mafia type group.
Just this past week a shopkeeper in Richmond was murdered and robbed. Church attendance has
reached an all time low and the parish is facing dire straights financially. The Zulu church at
iNdaleni lost its way following the death of Tabitha, and Zweli, their self supporting priest, has
done well to hold things together considering he works full time and lives in Pietermaritzburg.
But the tide is turning and as each church holds its AGM things are beginning to move forward.
The biggest concern is that each church is in debt and they are working hard to clear that first.
We pray that people of vision will come forward to lead all the churches forward with new and
sometimes radical ideas. Natal now has a new bishop. Bishop Nkosinathi was a suffragan
bishop of Natal several years back and has now returned with Zanele, his Zulu princess wife, to
take on the mantle of being the only bishop of a very large area. He is slowly working his way
around all the churches and is going to visit Richmond in June. He is no stranger to our link and
has met me on several occasions. The last time was when I was present as your representative at
Melanie's ordination. Frankie chastised me because when he gave me a hug I told him I liked his
aftershave. He found it funny but apparently you don't say that to bishops! Moses is settled in
Johannesburg and if you follow our online services you will have seen that he pops up doing our
Bible readings or intercessions. He keeps in close contact with us and his parish know about our
connection. He considers the A453 churches his English spiritual home and we hope he will be
able to visit again soon. So, I think we have done well to stay in touch and to build on our
friendships. I know that they all value our continued prayers for them and that they in turn pray
for us. How special is that?
Val Hopkins (Parish Link Officer)
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The Gotham Events Group was a sub group of the A453 Benefice PCC. During the Covid-19
pandemic it was decided to incorporate it into the Local Management Group. Sadly there were
very few events during most of 2021.
However, our Community Cinema restarted in late November and has continued once a month
until March 2022. The films are selected from suggestions by those attending and have been
enjoyed by all. Grateful thanks to David Smith and his crew for assembling the screen and
projector and to Richard for operating the film and sound desk.
Charlotte Higgins held a wreath making session in church and again kindly made Christmas
wreaths for the church door and for those who preferred her to make them.
During the weekend of December 4th and 5th we were able to have a photographic display in
church organised by U3A photographic group. This was well received and we hope to host them
again in December 2022.
On Friday December 10th the Hathern Brass Band entertained us with music and songs for us to
join in with singing.
Friday February 11th 2022 saw the revisit of our old friends, the West Bridgford Singers, for an
evening of song and tales by Simon.
We look forward in faith and hope as we plan the rest of 2022. The future remains uncertain, but
again with prayer and God's help everything is possible. We are always glad of suggestions or
requests for events. Do please get in touch if you have an ideas.
Anne Farnsworth
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In common with much of the world the last 12 months have seen limited activity due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Between March and July, complying with government guidelines, no
practices were held and any service ringing was restricted to 3 or 4 bells only. Most Wednesday
evenings during this period saw a Zoom session with all the regular ringers involved. Practices
were restarted in late July - but not before discussion with all the band at which it was agreed
that, whilst ringing, the curtain would always be drawn back to increase ventilation and
everyone would wear a face mask. Whilst the heaviest Covid restrictions were in place a single
bell was tolled on three solemn occasions at the suggestion of the Church of England jointly
with the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers:

• at the end of the 1 minute's silence on 23rd March - a National Day of Reflection remembering

those who died as a result of Covid-19 and the healthcare and other workers at the frontline of
caring;

• on 10th April - 99 tolls for the life of Prince Philip who had died the day before;

• on 17th April - for half an hour prior to the funeral of Prince Philip.

On a cheerful note, with help from four ringers from the area, a Quarter Peal was rung in
September as an 80th Birthday compliment to Erica Turner, a deputy churchwarden at
Thrumpton. Also, in February 2022, again with the help of four ringers from the area, we were
pleased to score a quarter peal to mark the 70th anniversary of HM Queen Elizabeth II's
accession to the throne. During 2021 two members of the band moved home - John Edmonds to
Essex and Debbie Bradley to Dorset. The ringers send their best wishes to both families as they
start a new chapter. In the coming weeks it is hoped to commence teaching some new people the
art of bellringing. For two years teaching has been put on hold by Covid-19 risks as, in the early
stages, it is necessary to stand quite close to each learner facing them. Some new ringers are
certainly needed as, at the moment, the band consists of only five presently active members.
Fortunately our practices are helped considerably by two regular visitors - David Kerr from
Sutton Bonington and Ralph Hawthorn from Ruddington. We are very grateful to these ringers
for their help every week. The ringers themselves continue to carry out routine maintenance and
can report that the bells and fittings are in generally good condition. Finally, a sincere thank you
to the active members of the band for their support over the past year and a special thank you to
Mary Stephens for being tower secretary and treasurer, for reminding us all of Covid-19 risks
and for doing a host of other unseen jobs.
Peter Hawcock
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Why do we have
an Annual Church Meeting?

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) is held each year in the Spring
to enable all Church members to participate in:

•  Electing our Churchwardens, Parochial Church Council (PCC)
•  representatives and Deanery Synod representatives.

•  Receiving a report of the financial affairs of the Parish and the
•  Examined Accounts for the previous year.

•  Receiving statutory reports in respect of the proceedings of the PCC
•  and the Deanery Synod.

•  Supporting those who are responsible for the different areas of the
•  Church's life by hearing about the events of the previous year and
•  plans for the year ahead.

•  Giving thanks for the Lord's blessing for the previous year and to
•  renew our vision for, and commitment to the year ahead.

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of The A453 Churches of South Nottinghamshire
(The 453 Churches) is a registered charity, number 1189059

www.453churches.com facebook.com/453Churches


