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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We have kind of a

 2  short agenda here.  One of the first things --

 3                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  People are

 4  welcome to stay if they see fit.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You don't have to

 6  leave, Larry.  You can stay.  Anybody can stay.

 7  Everybody can stay.  It's a public meeting.

 8                 The first thing was the appointment

 9  of a designee on the Water Policy Learning

10  Network, discussion of a designee to participate

11  and a technical assistance initiative cochair by

12  California Governor Brown.

13                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I believe that

14  Lori has volunteered for that task, which I think

15  is wonderful.  Is that correct, Lori?

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I did.  Well,

17  Jack and I listened in to the first webinar.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It was interesting.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, it was short.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Short and sweet.

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  It was kind of

22  messy -- but the technical difficulties shortened

23  it significantly, but it's very interesting.  So I

24  would be willing to participate.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  What we'll do is
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� 1  we'll officially notify the Governor's office, if

 2  that's all right.  Could we have a motion to --

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  As long as they're

 4  okay with me.

 5                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I nominate

 6  Lori as the AGA appointment designee for the Water

 7  Policy Learning Network.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And I'll second

 9  that.  Any discussion on the motion?

10                 (No response.)

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in

12  favor signify by saying, aye.

13                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is

15  approved.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Do I vote myself?

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, of course.

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,

20  Lori.  I'm sure you will represent us well.

21                 The other two items we talked

22  about, our outreach plan I think we can talk more

23  about.

24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  On the 20th,

25  that would be my suggestion, Jack.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Okay.

 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Are we going to meet

 3  on the 20th.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We're going to wait

 5  at the end.

 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  We'll wait to the

 7  end?  Okay.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  At the end of the

 9  meeting.

10                 The environmental study pursuant to

11  Public Act 1661, we're not having a formal report

12  from Leonard Engineering this month on behalf of

13  the City of New Britain, but they do provide the

14  council with monthly updates in terms of what

15  they're doing per the state statute.

16                 And they will be here at the July

17  5th meeting to give an update relative to Public

18  Act 1661, an act concerning an environmental study

19  on a change of use of the New Britain Water

20  Company land.  Basically that, as you know, was

21  going to go through the four seasons and come up

22  for study.

23                 Do you have anything to add to

24  that?

25                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, is that up
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� 1  online on our webpage?

 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So we made

 4  that available?

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  Ms.

 6  Lucchina, anytime these letters come in it goes

 7  right up on our website?

 8                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So it's for public

10  consumption.

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Do we have an

12  end date?  What's the date of the --

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You know, Mr. Neeley

14  and I were talking about that today.  And

15  Mr. Neeley?

16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It was a late

17  night, Jack.

18                 NICK NEELEY:  I still haven't woken

19  up.  Subject to check -- Paul Zagorski might know.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Paul probably has it

21  in his sleep.  Paul, when is the wrap up?

22                 NICK NEELEY:  They will wrap up the

23  study by the end of the summer, early fall.

24                 PAUL ZAGORSKI:  There is no

25  timeframe, but they have indicated late-summer,
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� 1  early fall.

 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That's what

 3  we thought.  Okay.  Thank you, Paul.  Because

 4  there's nothing in the legislation.

 5                 NICK NEELEY:  It was in a recent

 6  report in the paper that they expect to finish the

 7  thing by the end of the summer, and then have a

 8  report done.

 9                 Is that correct, Paul.

10                 PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Correct.

11                 Can I be briefly heard on this, Mr.

12  Chairman?

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

14                 PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Paul Sikorsky, New

15  Britain.

16                 With respect to this, when they

17  were here on April 4th, this commission

18  specifically made some specific requests.

19  Mr. LeVasseur said, bring in the

20  environmentalists.

21                 Lori said, when you issue a report

22  do it point by point, because there's about 15 or

23  20 categories that need to be addressed and there

24  was also, I believe, nine or ten categories that

25  the CEQ requested to be addressed.  And they did
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� 1  that in their last report.  The last report that

 2  came in is the May 1, 2017, and they actually did

 3  address each and every issue.

 4                 The problem is they addressed each

 5  and every issue, but essentially -- and Nick

 6  referred to the newspaper article that referred to

 7  all the work pertaining to building a quarry,

 8  filling a quarry, Tilcon getting their permits to

 9  do a quarry either 80, 90, or 100 percent done.

10                 This is to be a four-season

11  evaluation.  They submitted a letter on

12  October 28th saying that they had done their

13  spring, their summer and fall ecological

14  evaluations, forest ecology evaluation, reptiles,

15  amphibians, et cetera.

16                 However, their May 1, 2017, letter

17  essentially says as to breeding surveys, they've

18  done nothing.  Evaluation of ecological impacts

19  are at 20 percent.  Wetlands function, they're at

20  20 percent.  And as to the issues that the CEQ

21  had, most of them, they're at zero.

22                 Provide analysis of surface and

23  groundwater on the site and on the route of

24  construction, zero percent complete.  Define how

25  much New Britain's current water produced is
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� 1  consumed, used for purposes other than

 2  consumption, how much is lost, zero percent.

 3  Determine the project's impact on the water table

 4  including consideration of possible effects of

 5  climate change, zero percent.

 6                 Determine the project's impact on

 7  drinking water in New Britain's west canal.

 8  That's where this watershed feeds into, which

 9  feeds into the Shuttle Meadow, 10 percent.

10  Determine possible impact of blasting on the rock

11  structure's ability to hold water and loss of

12  reservoir, zero percent.

13                 This study was approved by you on

14  June 22nd of 2016.  We're a year into it.

15  Supposedly they've done -- two of the seasons were

16  complete as of October, and all I see is a whole

17  bunch bunch of zeros.

18                 I did appear before the CEQ, I

19  guess it was last month, bringing that to their

20  attention.  The CEQ has asked them to appear

21  before them on June 21st to bring their

22  environmental consultants.  I believe Mr. Erickson

23  is going to bring one of the environmental

24  consultants to address -- I think they had said it

25  appears that their work has either been not
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� 1  addressed, or minimally addressed.  This is a year

 2  later.  I think the window of opportunity to do

 3  some of the studies, I mean, there's a ton of

 4  vernal pools up there.  I was up there in March

 5  and April and they looked absolutely amazing.  You

 6  go up there now, it's not the same.  If they

 7  haven't studied them, when are they going to study

 8  them?

 9                 So it just seems to be, you know,

10  it's an environmental study, and all I hear from

11  them either in the paper or when they appeared

12  before you, was their goal was to minimize the

13  environmental impact to create this reservoir, and

14  that's not the issue.  We've said this over and

15  over again.

16                 I think the environmentalists, when

17  they come here, they have to bring their

18  environmentalists.  I think there's issues there.

19  They have a soil scientist evidentially doing all

20  the forest ecology.  I don't see any reference to

21  any botanists going out there doing anything

22  whatsoever.

23                 So there's issues.  I believe the

24  CEQ has allotted like an hour when they meet next

25  time.  I anticipate -- hopefully they will forward
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� 1  a report to this agency, but this is an issue that

 2  needs attention and it needs people to look at it

 3  very carefully, because it's inconceivable to me

 4  that almost all of the ecological work, very

 5  little if any has been done a year into the study.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Would you do the

 7  council a favor and shoot us an e-mail saying

 8  exactly what you just said in terms of some of the

 9  concerns you have?  And then we'll forward it to

10  the engineering company to tell them we expect an

11  update on those at the July 5th meeting.

12                 PAUL ZAGORSKI:  And that was, I

13  believe, the CEQ's executive director that has

14  contacted them.  That's my understanding, is Mr.

15  Erickson is coming in with one of the ecologists

16  on the 21st.  So he may already have that, too,

17  but I will check with him.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Appreciate

19  that, and we plan on having staff at that meeting

20  as well.

21                 PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Thank you very

22  much.

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

24                 The Water Planning Council advisory

25  group update, just I think some of you may know
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� 1  that I should announce that Maureen Westbrook has

 2  submitted her resignation as cochair of the Water

 3  Planning Council advisory group, and very sad

 4  about that.  She's done a phenomenal job for the

 5  Water Planning Council advisory group, for the

 6  Water Planning Council and just really helped us a

 7  great deal to get this water plan off the ground.

 8                 But Connecticut Water is a growing

 9  company and she's got a lot of commitments back at

10  her -- that's why she's not here today.  She has a

11  stockholder's meeting up there today,

12  shareholder's meeting, so she's not here.  But

13  we'll thank her again when she comes over to the

14  next meeting, but she's been invaluable to us.  So

15  we can's thank her enough.

16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Jack, can you

17  provide -- I haven't seen a copy of that letter.

18  Is she resigning from the advisory group in

19  addition to her role as chair?

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  She's

21  resigning from the advisory group.  And we have to

22  look at the entire membership of the advisory

23  group and what Lori, you're suggesting.  And at

24  either the meeting we're going to have later on

25  this month, or the July 5th meeting, we can
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� 1  memorialize.

 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Can we request

 3  that either Gail or Bruce get us that complete

 4  list?

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Ms. Lucchina,

 6  could you get us, the council members an updated

 7  list, please?

 8                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And we have to think

10  about who's going to take leadership roles.

11  Basically what we want to do is send out an e-mail

12  to people on the advisory group, see if they want

13  to continue.

14                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  We did that

15  about six months ago, I believe.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We did.  And Gail,

17  what happened with that?

18                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  We did confirm so

19  there is -- Tyra didn't have the most recent list.

20  I did e-mail Bruce today for his list.  I haven't

21  gotten that yet, but I will forward that.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So I think,

23  you know, in view of the fact we're talking

24  about -- we once again send them an e-mail saying

25  that, look, this is a very critical time.  It's
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� 1  going to take up time for us to be doing this.  So

 2  he's going to remain on the Water Planning Council

 3  advisory group.

 4                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I would suggest

 5  that there be some input on the part of the Water

 6  Planning Council in a situation where there's a

 7  current member who expresses -- if there were.

 8  I'm not saying there is -- a current member who

 9  expresses a wish to continue, but who has not been

10  to a meeting in ten years.

11                 I don't know if I would honor that

12  wish to continue.  So I think there needs to be

13  some oversight of that process by the council.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.

15                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think one of

16  the other things we should discuss is the

17  possibility of term limits.  I mean, so I've said

18  that we get some rotation through that committee.

19  You could say the same thing for the Water

20  Planning Council.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's true.

22  Absolutely.

23                 Okay.  So the other thing that we

24  still -- and the drought report still has not been

25  approved by this Council and it still has to be
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� 1  approved.

 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  You want me to

 3  comment on that?

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I would like

 5  you to comment.  Yes.

 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  I have no comment.

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Mr. Neeley?

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  No.  I do have a

 9  comment on the drought plan.

10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I just want to ask

11  Mr. Neeley a real question.

12                 Did anything happen with the

13  drought legislation, Mr. Neeley?

14                 NICK NEELEY:  No, the Leone drought

15  bill died in the house.  And the drought report,

16  OPM has all the comments from the different

17  stakeholders and OPM has said they are working on

18  it.  David LeVasseur said his staff is working on

19  right now, but they're gotten obviously tied up in

20  a lot in these legislative matters.

21                 And I don't think they've had

22  enough time to dedicate the resources that are

23  needed to finish it up, but they do have the draft

24  drought report.  They do have all the comments

25  that came in.  They're working on it.  That's my
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� 1  understanding.

 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And Eric

 3  Lindquist had contacted me last week and we had a

 4  conversation about that.

 5                 We've just had staff leave our

 6  group that were going to be incremental in helping

 7  OPM revise and take the comments in and categorize

 8  them.  I think we've done that already, but my one

 9  engineer that did that is now moving somewhere

10  else out of Connecticut.

11                 So I've talked to Dave.  We've set

12  up a small subgroup to at least put together the

13  comments and categorize them.  I think some of

14  that has already been done, but also I've seen

15  additional comments from DEEP, I believe, on the

16  drought plan.

17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Six weeks ago.

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Six weeks ago.  So

19  the idea was between Dave's staff and my staff,

20  that we would at least look at the comments,

21  categorize them and start down the road of

22  addressing them among state agency staff.

23                 Now with Dave and the situation

24  that he's in has kind of slowed down a bit, but

25  we'll take that back going -- moving forward
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� 1  because Eric is moving forward on that.  So I

 2  don't know, Matt, if you have any update on

 3  that -- because I can sort of see you back in the

 4  back of the room.

 5                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Matt is not

 6  here.

 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, Matt is not

 8  here?  I thought Matt was there.  Sorry.

 9                 But Eric, I spoke with Eric

10  Lindquist and we are pulling together our group of

11  state agency people to categorize.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We really have to

13  get this done.  We really -- I would hope we get

14  it done by the July 5th meeting.

15                 BOB MOORE:  We have done a good job

16  on the rain.

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, we've been

18  working hard on that.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The more we talk

20  about the more we postpone it, the more rain came.

21  So maybe there was some correlation between the

22  two.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  But we did get good

24  comments.  We are being serious about gathering

25  them and categorizing them and thinking about how
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� 1  we're going to make changes given our staffing

 2  resources.  And we plan to move on that fairly

 3  soon.  I think what we could do is put it on the

 4  agenda for July 5th, and we can have the staff

 5  that are working on that make a report so we can

 6  have a summary.

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Thank

 8  you very much.

 9                 Old business, streamflow, DEEP?

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No update.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  WUCC?

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, the work on

13  the WUCC is going forward into its second year.

14  We are receiving the final draft exclusive service

15  area boundaries documents from all of the cochairs

16  of a WUCC, of the three WUCCs.  And those are

17  going to be moving forward.

18                 The next part of the plan is the

19  integrated report which will take the next nine

20  months to work on.  Within the integrated report

21  is -- essentially it's supply and demand over a

22  50-year period.  It looks at water conservation,

23  source water protection, satellite management of

24  small systems, and a variety of other things under

25  the regulations and statutes.
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� 1                 So I hope that people continue to

 2  participate.  Typically after the exclusive area

 3  boundaries document is done people's participation

 4  drops off.  But we intend to put a number of hot

 5  topics on the agendas, so pay attention to those

 6  agendas in the WUCC process.  We're going to be

 7  working on items such as supply and demand within

 8  the regions and within individual systems, and

 9  interconnections and water conservation.

10                 And so I look forward to seeing a

11  lot of faces at these WUCC meetings over the next

12  nine months, because they're going to be really

13  critical to supply and demand statewide for the

14  next 50 years.

15                 Thanks.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

17                 Is there any other business

18  before -- the 20th I can't make, so I hope we can

19  do it later that week.  If we can sent out --

20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Later in the week?

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right, but i just

22  want to make sure --

23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I don't have my

24  calendar.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Let's wait.
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� 1  Let's send out -- have Gail and Tyra send

 2  something out, because I want to make sure we get

 3  somebody from OPM here.

 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Just one other

 5  place of business and that would be a thank you to

 6  Maureen Westbrook and Connecticut Water Company

 7  for bringing Marianne Dickinson in the day before

 8  the long weekend.

 9                 So she gave a great talk about

10  water conservation and the Alliance for Water

11  Efficiency, and it was very interesting, slightly

12  scary, but very interesting.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for

14  reminding us, Betsey.  She was really, really

15  excellent.  Did a great job and look forward to

16  working with her, and she was really good.

17                 Do we have anything else?

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I echo that.

19  And I see you have Dave Kozminski in the audience.

20  And he's the leader of the Connecticut section,

21  the sustainability committee, that he allows me to

22  sit on, and a number of great individuals that

23  have worked in water conservation for a long time.

24                 And we recently had a meeting this

25  week and we met and we talked a lot about what we
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� 1  heard from Marianne and Amy, and we're looking

 2  forward to working on some items.  Dave, do you

 3  want to say a few words about what some of the

 4  thoughts were, because I think they're very

 5  exciting?

 6                 DAVE KOZMINSKI:  Basically the

 7  sustainability committee, just to give you a

 8  little background when Marianne Dickinson left the

 9  regional water authority in 1991, I think, or '92,

10  she was the chair of the water conservation

11  committee of the Connecticut section.  I took over

12  her slot and I'm still there as the chair.

13                 And since then the conservation

14  committee has morphed into the conservation,

15  slash, website committee, now to the

16  sustainability committee, but we kind of

17  recommissioned ourself and revitalized that.  And

18  with Lori's help we're starting to look at, you

19  know, some new doorways to reach out to water

20  utilities.

21                 And just to give you a brief

22  summary of our meeting, we had representatives

23  from the COG there this past week, we had

24  representatives from COST, we had representatives

25  from CCM, and we also had representatives from the
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� 1  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association.

 2                 So we had some real good discussion

 3  on that and we're going to be moving forward in

 4  developing some presentations.  And I know we had

 5  a great presentation that Aquarion did at our

 6  annual conference out in Newport.  So we're

 7  looking at possibly doing some seminars on lessons

 8  learned that Aquarion ran into and so forth.  So

 9  we're, you know, hopefully going to develop some

10  real good dialogue between entities outside of our

11  normal sphere of water utilities and I think

12  that's going to be very, very valuable in that

13  sense.

14                 And just to go back, in Marianne's

15  presentation, it is up on YouTube.  We filmed it,

16  so you can Google that.  It's up on YouTube and

17  you can see it.  And in fact, it aired Tuesday

18  night.  I aired it on the Middletown Comcast

19  channel.  On my TV show, my students, we have a

20  closed circuit TV show.  So we air it on -- so

21  it's going to be playing through the Middletown,

22  Cromwell, Westfield, East Hampton area, and so

23  forth.

24                 So do you have any questions?

25                 And if anybody would like to get
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� 1  involved with our sustainability committee,

 2  please, you know, give Lori or myself a shout.  I

 3  think we can do some good things.

 4                 Thank you.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Dave, thank you very

 6  much.  And thanks for all you do with the water

 7  association.  Appreciate it.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Dave, thank you so

 9  much for your leadership for a long time in this

10  area.

11                 To Nick's point about what some of

12  the statutory changes that -- or the laws that

13  were being created that didn't make it.  I don't

14  think the issue -- just because the laws didn't

15  pass, the issues don't go away.  So one thing is

16  we need to get moving on the drought plan and the

17  interagency group that oversees and plans for

18  drought and monitors drought.  I think that's

19  another item, but also the item that we talked a

20  lot about was water conservation and water

21  efficiency and sustainability, those types of

22  things.

23                 And I think it's so important to

24  capture what we have gone through in the last nine

25  months with drought and have a lessons learned
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� 1  workshop in the fall.  So that's one of the things

 2  that we're going to kick around and probably look

 3  for people's help in pooling that together.

 4                 I know certainly the presentation

 5  that Jeff Ulrich of Aquarion put together is

 6  very -- was well received, and it's incredibly

 7  enlightening what Aquarion is doing with their

 8  trigger level changes and their monitoring of

 9  their reservoirs, and given what took place last

10  fall.  So it's a great time to capture all of that

11  momentum and move it forward.

12                 As we look forward from the Health

13  Department's point of view, with working with the

14  utilities to look at trigger level adjustments,

15  it's another law that probably didn't make it.

16  Right, Nick?

17                 NICK NEELEY:  Right, did not make

18  it.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, did not make

20  it, but that effort will not end because that law

21  didn't pass.  So that's one thing that we're going

22  to be working with the water industry on.

23                 And thank you, Dave, again.

24  Appreciate the comments.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
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� 1                 Any other public comment today?

 2  Any other public comment before we adjourn?

 3                 (No response.)

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, motion to

 5  adjourn.

 6                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.

 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  Second.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?

 9                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, all for

11  your participation and we'll see you in a few

12  weeks.

13                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings

14  were concluded at 2:56 p.m.)
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 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We have kind of a
  


 2   short agenda here.  One of the first things --
  


 3                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  People are
  


 4   welcome to stay if they see fit.
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  You don't have to
  


 6   leave, Larry.  You can stay.  Anybody can stay.
  


 7   Everybody can stay.  It's a public meeting.
  


 8                  The first thing was the appointment
  


 9   of a designee on the Water Policy Learning
  


10   Network, discussion of a designee to participate
  


11   and a technical assistance initiative cochair by
  


12   California Governor Brown.
  


13                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I believe that
  


14   Lori has volunteered for that task, which I think
  


15   is wonderful.  Is that correct, Lori?
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I did.  Well,
  


17   Jack and I listened in to the first webinar.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  It was interesting.
  


19                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, it was short.
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Short and sweet.
  


21                  LORI MATHIEU:  It was kind of
  


22   messy -- but the technical difficulties shortened
  


23   it significantly, but it's very interesting.  So I
  


24   would be willing to participate.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  What we'll do is
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 1   we'll officially notify the Governor's office, if
  


 2   that's all right.  Could we have a motion to --
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  As long as they're
  


 4   okay with me.
  


 5                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I nominate
  


 6   Lori as the AGA appointment designee for the Water
  


 7   Policy Learning Network.
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  And I'll second
  


 9   that.  Any discussion on the motion?
  


10                  (No response.)
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
  


12   favor signify by saying, aye.
  


13                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


14                  THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is
  


15   approved.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  Do I vote myself?
  


17                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, of course.
  


18                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


19                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,
  


20   Lori.  I'm sure you will represent us well.
  


21                  The other two items we talked
  


22   about, our outreach plan I think we can talk more
  


23   about.
  


24                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  On the 20th,
  


25   that would be my suggestion, Jack.
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 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Okay.
  


 2                  LORI MATHIEU:  Are we going to meet
  


 3   on the 20th.
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We're going to wait
  


 5   at the end.
  


 6                  LORI MATHIEU:  We'll wait to the
  


 7   end?  Okay.
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  At the end of the
  


 9   meeting.
  


10                  The environmental study pursuant to
  


11   Public Act 1661, we're not having a formal report
  


12   from Leonard Engineering this month on behalf of
  


13   the City of New Britain, but they do provide the
  


14   council with monthly updates in terms of what
  


15   they're doing per the state statute.
  


16                  And they will be here at the July
  


17   5th meeting to give an update relative to Public
  


18   Act 1661, an act concerning an environmental study
  


19   on a change of use of the New Britain Water
  


20   Company land.  Basically that, as you know, was
  


21   going to go through the four seasons and come up
  


22   for study.
  


23                  Do you have anything to add to
  


24   that?
  


25                  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, is that up
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 1   online on our webpage?
  


 2                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So we made
  


 4   that available?
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  Ms.
  


 6   Lucchina, anytime these letters come in it goes
  


 7   right up on our website?
  


 8                  GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  So it's for public
  


10   consumption.
  


11                  LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Do we have an
  


12   end date?  What's the date of the --
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  You know, Mr. Neeley
  


14   and I were talking about that today.  And
  


15   Mr. Neeley?
  


16                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It was a late
  


17   night, Jack.
  


18                  NICK NEELEY:  I still haven't woken
  


19   up.  Subject to check -- Paul Zagorski might know.
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Paul probably has it
  


21   in his sleep.  Paul, when is the wrap up?
  


22                  NICK NEELEY:  They will wrap up the
  


23   study by the end of the summer, early fall.
  


24                  PAUL ZAGORSKI:  There is no
  


25   timeframe, but they have indicated late-summer,
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 1   early fall.
  


 2                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That's what
  


 3   we thought.  Okay.  Thank you, Paul.  Because
  


 4   there's nothing in the legislation.
  


 5                  NICK NEELEY:  It was in a recent
  


 6   report in the paper that they expect to finish the
  


 7   thing by the end of the summer, and then have a
  


 8   report done.
  


 9                  Is that correct, Paul.
  


10                  PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Correct.
  


11                  Can I be briefly heard on this, Mr.
  


12   Chairman?
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.
  


14                  PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Paul Sikorsky, New
  


15   Britain.
  


16                  With respect to this, when they
  


17   were here on April 4th, this commission
  


18   specifically made some specific requests.
  


19   Mr. LeVasseur said, bring in the
  


20   environmentalists.
  


21                  Lori said, when you issue a report
  


22   do it point by point, because there's about 15 or
  


23   20 categories that need to be addressed and there
  


24   was also, I believe, nine or ten categories that
  


25   the CEQ requested to be addressed.  And they did
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 1   that in their last report.  The last report that
  


 2   came in is the May 1, 2017, and they actually did
  


 3   address each and every issue.
  


 4                  The problem is they addressed each
  


 5   and every issue, but essentially -- and Nick
  


 6   referred to the newspaper article that referred to
  


 7   all the work pertaining to building a quarry,
  


 8   filling a quarry, Tilcon getting their permits to
  


 9   do a quarry either 80, 90, or 100 percent done.
  


10                  This is to be a four-season
  


11   evaluation.  They submitted a letter on
  


12   October 28th saying that they had done their
  


13   spring, their summer and fall ecological
  


14   evaluations, forest ecology evaluation, reptiles,
  


15   amphibians, et cetera.
  


16                  However, their May 1, 2017, letter
  


17   essentially says as to breeding surveys, they've
  


18   done nothing.  Evaluation of ecological impacts
  


19   are at 20 percent.  Wetlands function, they're at
  


20   20 percent.  And as to the issues that the CEQ
  


21   had, most of them, they're at zero.
  


22                  Provide analysis of surface and
  


23   groundwater on the site and on the route of
  


24   construction, zero percent complete.  Define how
  


25   much New Britain's current water produced is
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 1   consumed, used for purposes other than
  


 2   consumption, how much is lost, zero percent.
  


 3   Determine the project's impact on the water table
  


 4   including consideration of possible effects of
  


 5   climate change, zero percent.
  


 6                  Determine the project's impact on
  


 7   drinking water in New Britain's west canal.
  


 8   That's where this watershed feeds into, which
  


 9   feeds into the Shuttle Meadow, 10 percent.
  


10   Determine possible impact of blasting on the rock
  


11   structure's ability to hold water and loss of
  


12   reservoir, zero percent.
  


13                  This study was approved by you on
  


14   June 22nd of 2016.  We're a year into it.
  


15   Supposedly they've done -- two of the seasons were
  


16   complete as of October, and all I see is a whole
  


17   bunch bunch of zeros.
  


18                  I did appear before the CEQ, I
  


19   guess it was last month, bringing that to their
  


20   attention.  The CEQ has asked them to appear
  


21   before them on June 21st to bring their
  


22   environmental consultants.  I believe Mr. Erickson
  


23   is going to bring one of the environmental
  


24   consultants to address -- I think they had said it
  


25   appears that their work has either been not
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 1   addressed, or minimally addressed.  This is a year
  


 2   later.  I think the window of opportunity to do
  


 3   some of the studies, I mean, there's a ton of
  


 4   vernal pools up there.  I was up there in March
  


 5   and April and they looked absolutely amazing.  You
  


 6   go up there now, it's not the same.  If they
  


 7   haven't studied them, when are they going to study
  


 8   them?
  


 9                  So it just seems to be, you know,
  


10   it's an environmental study, and all I hear from
  


11   them either in the paper or when they appeared
  


12   before you, was their goal was to minimize the
  


13   environmental impact to create this reservoir, and
  


14   that's not the issue.  We've said this over and
  


15   over again.
  


16                  I think the environmentalists, when
  


17   they come here, they have to bring their
  


18   environmentalists.  I think there's issues there.
  


19   They have a soil scientist evidentially doing all
  


20   the forest ecology.  I don't see any reference to
  


21   any botanists going out there doing anything
  


22   whatsoever.
  


23                  So there's issues.  I believe the
  


24   CEQ has allotted like an hour when they meet next
  


25   time.  I anticipate -- hopefully they will forward







11


 1   a report to this agency, but this is an issue that
  


 2   needs attention and it needs people to look at it
  


 3   very carefully, because it's inconceivable to me
  


 4   that almost all of the ecological work, very
  


 5   little if any has been done a year into the study.
  


 6                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Would you do the
  


 7   council a favor and shoot us an e-mail saying
  


 8   exactly what you just said in terms of some of the
  


 9   concerns you have?  And then we'll forward it to
  


10   the engineering company to tell them we expect an
  


11   update on those at the July 5th meeting.
  


12                  PAUL ZAGORSKI:  And that was, I
  


13   believe, the CEQ's executive director that has
  


14   contacted them.  That's my understanding, is Mr.
  


15   Erickson is coming in with one of the ecologists
  


16   on the 21st.  So he may already have that, too,
  


17   but I will check with him.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Appreciate
  


19   that, and we plan on having staff at that meeting
  


20   as well.
  


21                  PAUL ZAGORSKI:  Thank you very
  


22   much.
  


23                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


24                  The Water Planning Council advisory
  


25   group update, just I think some of you may know
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 1   that I should announce that Maureen Westbrook has
  


 2   submitted her resignation as cochair of the Water
  


 3   Planning Council advisory group, and very sad
  


 4   about that.  She's done a phenomenal job for the
  


 5   Water Planning Council advisory group, for the
  


 6   Water Planning Council and just really helped us a
  


 7   great deal to get this water plan off the ground.
  


 8                  But Connecticut Water is a growing
  


 9   company and she's got a lot of commitments back at
  


10   her -- that's why she's not here today.  She has a
  


11   stockholder's meeting up there today,
  


12   shareholder's meeting, so she's not here.  But
  


13   we'll thank her again when she comes over to the
  


14   next meeting, but she's been invaluable to us.  So
  


15   we can's thank her enough.
  


16                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Jack, can you
  


17   provide -- I haven't seen a copy of that letter.
  


18   Is she resigning from the advisory group in
  


19   addition to her role as chair?
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  She's
  


21   resigning from the advisory group.  And we have to
  


22   look at the entire membership of the advisory
  


23   group and what Lori, you're suggesting.  And at
  


24   either the meeting we're going to have later on
  


25   this month, or the July 5th meeting, we can
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 1   memorialize.
  


 2                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Can we request
  


 3   that either Gail or Bruce get us that complete
  


 4   list?
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Ms. Lucchina,
  


 6   could you get us, the council members an updated
  


 7   list, please?
  


 8                  GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  And we have to think
  


10   about who's going to take leadership roles.
  


11   Basically what we want to do is send out an e-mail
  


12   to people on the advisory group, see if they want
  


13   to continue.
  


14                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  We did that
  


15   about six months ago, I believe.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We did.  And Gail,
  


17   what happened with that?
  


18                  GAIL LUCCHINA:  We did confirm so
  


19   there is -- Tyra didn't have the most recent list.
  


20   I did e-mail Bruce today for his list.  I haven't
  


21   gotten that yet, but I will forward that.
  


22                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So I think,
  


23   you know, in view of the fact we're talking
  


24   about -- we once again send them an e-mail saying
  


25   that, look, this is a very critical time.  It's
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 1   going to take up time for us to be doing this.  So
  


 2   he's going to remain on the Water Planning Council
  


 3   advisory group.
  


 4                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I would suggest
  


 5   that there be some input on the part of the Water
  


 6   Planning Council in a situation where there's a
  


 7   current member who expresses -- if there were.
  


 8   I'm not saying there is -- a current member who
  


 9   expresses a wish to continue, but who has not been
  


10   to a meeting in ten years.
  


11                  I don't know if I would honor that
  


12   wish to continue.  So I think there needs to be
  


13   some oversight of that process by the council.
  


14                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.
  


15                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think one of
  


16   the other things we should discuss is the
  


17   possibility of term limits.  I mean, so I've said
  


18   that we get some rotation through that committee.
  


19   You could say the same thing for the Water
  


20   Planning Council.
  


21                  THE CHAIRMAN:  That's true.
  


22   Absolutely.
  


23                  Okay.  So the other thing that we
  


24   still -- and the drought report still has not been
  


25   approved by this Council and it still has to be
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 1   approved.
  


 2                  LORI MATHIEU:  You want me to
  


 3   comment on that?
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I would like
  


 5   you to comment.  Yes.
  


 6                  LORI MATHIEU:  I have no comment.
  


 7                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Mr. Neeley?
  


 8                  LORI MATHIEU:  No.  I do have a
  


 9   comment on the drought plan.
  


10                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I just want to ask
  


11   Mr. Neeley a real question.
  


12                  Did anything happen with the
  


13   drought legislation, Mr. Neeley?
  


14                  NICK NEELEY:  No, the Leone drought
  


15   bill died in the house.  And the drought report,
  


16   OPM has all the comments from the different
  


17   stakeholders and OPM has said they are working on
  


18   it.  David LeVasseur said his staff is working on
  


19   right now, but they're gotten obviously tied up in
  


20   a lot in these legislative matters.
  


21                  And I don't think they've had
  


22   enough time to dedicate the resources that are
  


23   needed to finish it up, but they do have the draft
  


24   drought report.  They do have all the comments
  


25   that came in.  They're working on it.  That's my
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 1   understanding.
  


 2                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And Eric
  


 3   Lindquist had contacted me last week and we had a
  


 4   conversation about that.
  


 5                  We've just had staff leave our
  


 6   group that were going to be incremental in helping
  


 7   OPM revise and take the comments in and categorize
  


 8   them.  I think we've done that already, but my one
  


 9   engineer that did that is now moving somewhere
  


10   else out of Connecticut.
  


11                  So I've talked to Dave.  We've set
  


12   up a small subgroup to at least put together the
  


13   comments and categorize them.  I think some of
  


14   that has already been done, but also I've seen
  


15   additional comments from DEEP, I believe, on the
  


16   drought plan.
  


17                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Six weeks ago.
  


18                  LORI MATHIEU:  Six weeks ago.  So
  


19   the idea was between Dave's staff and my staff,
  


20   that we would at least look at the comments,
  


21   categorize them and start down the road of
  


22   addressing them among state agency staff.
  


23                  Now with Dave and the situation
  


24   that he's in has kind of slowed down a bit, but
  


25   we'll take that back going -- moving forward
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 1   because Eric is moving forward on that.  So I
  


 2   don't know, Matt, if you have any update on
  


 3   that -- because I can sort of see you back in the
  


 4   back of the room.
  


 5                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Matt is not
  


 6   here.
  


 7                  LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, Matt is not
  


 8   here?  I thought Matt was there.  Sorry.
  


 9                  But Eric, I spoke with Eric
  


10   Lindquist and we are pulling together our group of
  


11   state agency people to categorize.
  


12                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We really have to
  


13   get this done.  We really -- I would hope we get
  


14   it done by the July 5th meeting.
  


15                  BOB MOORE:  We have done a good job
  


16   on the rain.
  


17                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, we've been
  


18   working hard on that.
  


19                  THE CHAIRMAN:  The more we talk
  


20   about the more we postpone it, the more rain came.
  


21   So maybe there was some correlation between the
  


22   two.
  


23                  LORI MATHIEU:  But we did get good
  


24   comments.  We are being serious about gathering
  


25   them and categorizing them and thinking about how
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 1   we're going to make changes given our staffing
  


 2   resources.  And we plan to move on that fairly
  


 3   soon.  I think what we could do is put it on the
  


 4   agenda for July 5th, and we can have the staff
  


 5   that are working on that make a report so we can
  


 6   have a summary.
  


 7                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Thank
  


 8   you very much.
  


 9                  Old business, streamflow, DEEP?
  


10                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No update.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  WUCC?
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, the work on
  


13   the WUCC is going forward into its second year.
  


14   We are receiving the final draft exclusive service
  


15   area boundaries documents from all of the cochairs
  


16   of a WUCC, of the three WUCCs.  And those are
  


17   going to be moving forward.
  


18                  The next part of the plan is the
  


19   integrated report which will take the next nine
  


20   months to work on.  Within the integrated report
  


21   is -- essentially it's supply and demand over a
  


22   50-year period.  It looks at water conservation,
  


23   source water protection, satellite management of
  


24   small systems, and a variety of other things under
  


25   the regulations and statutes.
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 1                  So I hope that people continue to
  


 2   participate.  Typically after the exclusive area
  


 3   boundaries document is done people's participation
  


 4   drops off.  But we intend to put a number of hot
  


 5   topics on the agendas, so pay attention to those
  


 6   agendas in the WUCC process.  We're going to be
  


 7   working on items such as supply and demand within
  


 8   the regions and within individual systems, and
  


 9   interconnections and water conservation.
  


10                  And so I look forward to seeing a
  


11   lot of faces at these WUCC meetings over the next
  


12   nine months, because they're going to be really
  


13   critical to supply and demand statewide for the
  


14   next 50 years.
  


15                  Thanks.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


17                  Is there any other business
  


18   before -- the 20th I can't make, so I hope we can
  


19   do it later that week.  If we can sent out --
  


20                  LORI MATHIEU:  Later in the week?
  


21                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Right, but i just
  


22   want to make sure --
  


23                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I don't have my
  


24   calendar.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  Let's wait.
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 1   Let's send out -- have Gail and Tyra send
  


 2   something out, because I want to make sure we get
  


 3   somebody from OPM here.
  


 4                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Just one other
  


 5   place of business and that would be a thank you to
  


 6   Maureen Westbrook and Connecticut Water Company
  


 7   for bringing Marianne Dickinson in the day before
  


 8   the long weekend.
  


 9                  So she gave a great talk about
  


10   water conservation and the Alliance for Water
  


11   Efficiency, and it was very interesting, slightly
  


12   scary, but very interesting.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for
  


14   reminding us, Betsey.  She was really, really
  


15   excellent.  Did a great job and look forward to
  


16   working with her, and she was really good.
  


17                  Do we have anything else?
  


18                  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I echo that.
  


19   And I see you have Dave Kozminski in the audience.
  


20   And he's the leader of the Connecticut section,
  


21   the sustainability committee, that he allows me to
  


22   sit on, and a number of great individuals that
  


23   have worked in water conservation for a long time.
  


24                  And we recently had a meeting this
  


25   week and we met and we talked a lot about what we
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 1   heard from Marianne and Amy, and we're looking
  


 2   forward to working on some items.  Dave, do you
  


 3   want to say a few words about what some of the
  


 4   thoughts were, because I think they're very
  


 5   exciting?
  


 6                  DAVE KOZMINSKI:  Basically the
  


 7   sustainability committee, just to give you a
  


 8   little background when Marianne Dickinson left the
  


 9   regional water authority in 1991, I think, or '92,
  


10   she was the chair of the water conservation
  


11   committee of the Connecticut section.  I took over
  


12   her slot and I'm still there as the chair.
  


13                  And since then the conservation
  


14   committee has morphed into the conservation,
  


15   slash, website committee, now to the
  


16   sustainability committee, but we kind of
  


17   recommissioned ourself and revitalized that.  And
  


18   with Lori's help we're starting to look at, you
  


19   know, some new doorways to reach out to water
  


20   utilities.
  


21                  And just to give you a brief
  


22   summary of our meeting, we had representatives
  


23   from the COG there this past week, we had
  


24   representatives from COST, we had representatives
  


25   from CCM, and we also had representatives from the
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 1   Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association.
  


 2                  So we had some real good discussion
  


 3   on that and we're going to be moving forward in
  


 4   developing some presentations.  And I know we had
  


 5   a great presentation that Aquarion did at our
  


 6   annual conference out in Newport.  So we're
  


 7   looking at possibly doing some seminars on lessons
  


 8   learned that Aquarion ran into and so forth.  So
  


 9   we're, you know, hopefully going to develop some
  


10   real good dialogue between entities outside of our
  


11   normal sphere of water utilities and I think
  


12   that's going to be very, very valuable in that
  


13   sense.
  


14                  And just to go back, in Marianne's
  


15   presentation, it is up on YouTube.  We filmed it,
  


16   so you can Google that.  It's up on YouTube and
  


17   you can see it.  And in fact, it aired Tuesday
  


18   night.  I aired it on the Middletown Comcast
  


19   channel.  On my TV show, my students, we have a
  


20   closed circuit TV show.  So we air it on -- so
  


21   it's going to be playing through the Middletown,
  


22   Cromwell, Westfield, East Hampton area, and so
  


23   forth.
  


24                  So do you have any questions?
  


25                  And if anybody would like to get
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 1   involved with our sustainability committee,
  


 2   please, you know, give Lori or myself a shout.  I
  


 3   think we can do some good things.
  


 4                  Thank you.
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Dave, thank you very
  


 6   much.  And thanks for all you do with the water
  


 7   association.  Appreciate it.
  


 8                  LORI MATHIEU:  Dave, thank you so
  


 9   much for your leadership for a long time in this
  


10   area.
  


11                  To Nick's point about what some of
  


12   the statutory changes that -- or the laws that
  


13   were being created that didn't make it.  I don't
  


14   think the issue -- just because the laws didn't
  


15   pass, the issues don't go away.  So one thing is
  


16   we need to get moving on the drought plan and the
  


17   interagency group that oversees and plans for
  


18   drought and monitors drought.  I think that's
  


19   another item, but also the item that we talked a
  


20   lot about was water conservation and water
  


21   efficiency and sustainability, those types of
  


22   things.
  


23                  And I think it's so important to
  


24   capture what we have gone through in the last nine
  


25   months with drought and have a lessons learned
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 1   workshop in the fall.  So that's one of the things
  


 2   that we're going to kick around and probably look
  


 3   for people's help in pooling that together.
  


 4                  I know certainly the presentation
  


 5   that Jeff Ulrich of Aquarion put together is
  


 6   very -- was well received, and it's incredibly
  


 7   enlightening what Aquarion is doing with their
  


 8   trigger level changes and their monitoring of
  


 9   their reservoirs, and given what took place last
  


10   fall.  So it's a great time to capture all of that
  


11   momentum and move it forward.
  


12                  As we look forward from the Health
  


13   Department's point of view, with working with the
  


14   utilities to look at trigger level adjustments,
  


15   it's another law that probably didn't make it.
  


16   Right, Nick?
  


17                  NICK NEELEY:  Right, did not make
  


18   it.
  


19                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, did not make
  


20   it, but that effort will not end because that law
  


21   didn't pass.  So that's one thing that we're going
  


22   to be working with the water industry on.
  


23                  And thank you, Dave, again.
  


24   Appreciate the comments.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
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 1                  Any other public comment today?
  


 2   Any other public comment before we adjourn?
  


 3                  (No response.)
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, motion to
  


 5   adjourn.
  


 6                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
  


 7                  LORI MATHIEU:  Second.
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
  


 9                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


10                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, all for
  


11   your participation and we'll see you in a few
  


12   weeks.
  


13                  (Whereupon, the above proceedings
  


14   were concluded at 2:56 p.m.)
  


15
  


16
  


17
  


18
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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