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Mahopac Public Library’s tagline, Your Home, Your Town, Your Library,

captures the essence of the values we share as residents of the Hudson

Valley. More than 200,000 visitors and community members come through

our doors each year; even during the pandemic, when our doors were

closed to the public, we saw our residents reach out to us for virtual

programs, online and curbside services, and meaningful support. 

Now we are faced with the urgent need to repair and renew our 19-year-old

building to create a more comfortable and sustainable facility that will

serve our residents for generations to come. The Library Board of Trustees

has approved a proposal for a Scope of Work prepared by Tetra Tech, an

architectural and engineering firm hired to accomplish the objectives of this

capital project. 

The Trustees carefully examined every aspect of the diagnostic testing that

was performed to prepare this Scope, and to ensure that the project is cost

effective while accomplishing every objective. In addition, to fulfill our

responsibility as a school district library, a complete Scope of Work was

submitted to the New York State Education Department for review. 

The Library Trustees have now requested that the Mahopac Central School

District hold a public referendum, on June 7, 2022, to issue bonds in the

amount of $3,154,283, to finance this capital project. Rest assured, during

this time of substantial inflation, we are mindful that our taxpayers want an

affordable place to live, raise a family, and enjoy all that the Hudson Valley

has to offer. This project will not raise taxes or place an undue burden on

our Mahopac homeowners.

As we undertake this capital project, we strive to protect the community’s

investment in our facility, decrease our energy costs, and devote more of

our resources to providing programs and services for constituents of all ages

and abilities.  While many changes won't be visible, we hope that you will

notice an improved level of comfort and energy-efficiency throughout the

building. We welcome this opportunity to make your library everything that

you need to pursue your dreams and achieve your goals.

- Michele Capozzella

Library Director and CEO

YOUR HOME. YOUR TOWN. YOUR LIBRARY.

Trustees Election, Budget Vote, and Bond Referendum
Tuesday, June 7, 2022

Photos: Above, Secondary color birds by

Priya Pellegrino (1st grade); below left,

Gracie and Rosie, the ARF therapy dogs; 

below right, 60 years ago the Library

moved from a classroom in what is now

Lakeview School to the 2nd floor of

Erickson's Ice Cream Parlor.
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President of the Board
JOSEPH MONTUORI (Incumbent)

ELIZABETH COSTELLO (Incumbent) YELENA (ALONA) HARMAN

KELLY PUCCIOJOHN NICOLAIS

TRUSTEE CANDIDATE STATEMENTSTRUSTEE CANDIDATE STATEMENTS
Six (6) candidates are running for three (3) seats on the Board of Trustees.  Three seats will be filled by elected

candidates who will each serve a three-year term beginning July 1, 2022.  A meeting of the Library's Board of

Trustees will be held on Monday, June 6, 2022, 7:00 pm at the Library. The public is invited to meet the candidates

at this meeting.

While being interviewed on Book TV, Cal Thomas, the columnist, was asked
what he read on a daily basis. His immediate response was “the Bible and the
New York Times because I want to know what each side is planning.” One of
the main functions of a library is to have material available from all sides so
that patrons can draw their own conclusion. It is my goal to be sure all sides
have equal voices. 
The terms inclusion and diversity are very popular these days. However, it does
not mean preferential treatment of these views nor the exclusion of views that
question them. As the ALA (American Library Society) Bill of Rights states:
“Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of
view on current and historical issues.” 
On a personal note, I have lived in Mahopac for over thirty years. I have served
on the Mahopac School District Health Advisory Committee, a year on the
Middle school Parent Teacher Advisory Committee, Journal News Reader
panel, MSA coach, and Sunday school teacher. I received a B.A. in history
from N.Y.U. and an MBA in financial management from Pace University. 

NANCY DI MAGGIO

A resident of Mahopac for seven years,
I am running for the Mahopac Library
Board because of my interest in
supporting the library to design and
implement educational programs that
will benefit the Mahopac community. 
 My background in education and
administration has provided me with
long-range planning, grant writing, and
budgeting skills, as well as
collaborating with others to achieve a
common goal.  
I have worked in the New York City
Department of Education, as a
Regional Administrator of Special
Education, a Network Leader, and as
the Assistant Superintendent in District
30. Currently, I am a member of the
Columbus Citizens Foundation, the
Church of the Holy Communion in
Mahopac, and the German-American
Club of Peekskill.

I am a second generation
"Mahopacan" and a full-time criminal
defense and family law attorney     
 with the non-profit Putnam County
Legal Aid Society where I represent
individuals in courts throughout Putnam
County. An advocate on behalf of
those struggling with addiction and
other mental health issues, I am
committed to strengthening the
prospects for  rehabilitation through
the application of Drug Treatment
Court principles and other alternatives
to incarceration. I have also held
professional positions in marketing,
fundraising, and educational 
 publishing. 
I was elected to the Board of Trustees
in 2016, and served as its Vice
President for three years.  I have also
chaired the Advancement and Public
Relations, the Board Development, and
the Long Range Planning Committees.

I’m a retired high school teacher, Mahopac resident since 1989, member of the League of Women Voters, and founder of two
local nonprofits: Kirk Lake Watershed Association, and Sustainable Putnam, an organization I lead as President. 
As a current Trustee, I’ve applied the skills I bring as an educator and active community member, as well as the knowledge I’ve
gained from Library Trustee workshops. For example, I worked to improve our facility’s energy efficiency, assisted in personnel
review and recognition of our staff, and created an Orientation Guide to help new Trustees get up to speed quickly. As a parent
of three Mahopac school graduates, my family and I have long appreciated our incredible library. I want to ensure that it
remains a wonderful community resource for years to come. 

I grew up in Carmel and chose to reside
in the area to raise my family. I think it's
very important to give back to your
community, and I look to Mahopac
Library as a strong community anchor.
My children have attended library
programs ever since they were babies,
learning to read, to love music and art,
and to enjoy many other things the
library has to offer.  Now that they are
older, I want to play an active role in
the leadership of the library.
I am interested in serving on the
Finance and/or Long Range Planning
committees as I believe my experience
with large-scale projects, and multi-
year strategic planning in the
healthcare sector, would be a strong fit.  
I have managed multi-million dollar
projects, specifically related to
budgeting and prioritization of
workflow, for the last 15 years. Currently,
I am employed as Senior Director
Product Owner at Evernorth, a health
care opportunity company.

I am looking forward to bringing awareness to
the wonderful things the Mahopac Library
offers to the community.  One of the town's
greatest assets, I hope to contribute to the
future of the library by serving on the Finance,
Board Development, or Advancement and
Public Relations committees.
A Mahopac resident for 16 years, I have been
an active member of the Lake Mahopac
Rotary, Putnam CAP, The Mahopac Carmel
Chamber of Commerce, and Community
Cares. As a library user, I have taken yoga
classes and checked out museum passes; my
children have attended early literacy
programs where they learned to love reading.

2



Where does the money go?

Programs and services

Building and Grounds

Transfer to Other Accounts

Administration

Qualified voters of the Mahopac

Central School District, Towns

of Carmel and Putnam Valley,

New York ("School District") will

be asked to vote YES or NO on

this Bond Proposition at the

Annual Meeting, Election of

Trustees, and Budget Vote held

at the Library on Tuesday, June

7, 2022.

PROPOSED BUDGET FY 2022-2023PROPOSED BUDGET FY 2022-2023
Shall the Board of Trustees of Mahopac Public Library be

authorized to expend the sum of $3,110,350 for the 2022-2023 fiscal

year for library purposes, and levy the necessary taxes therefor?

BOND REFERENDUMBOND REFERENDUM

If you have questions about the

budget vote, bond referendum,

or the Library's programs and

services, contact the Director,

Michele Capozzella, at

director@mahopaclibrary.org,

or call 845-628-2009, ext. 107.

BOND PROPOSITION

RESOLVED:

(a)  That the Board of Trustees of the

Mahopac Public Library, Mahopac, New

York (the “Library”), is hereby authorized

to reconstruct, rehabilitate and

construct other improvements to the

Mahopac Public Library, as substantially

described in a plan prepared by the

Library with the assistance of Tetra-

Tech, and to expend therefor an amount

not to exceed $3,154,283;  

(b) that a tax is hereby voted in the

amount of not to exceed $3,154,283 to

pay said cost, such tax to be levied and

collected in installments in such years

and in such amounts as shall be

determined by the Mahopac Central

School District Board of Education; and

(c) that in anticipation of such tax,

bonds of the School District are hereby

authorized to be issued in the

aggregate principal amount of not to

exceed $3,154,283, and a tax is hereby

voted to pay the interest on said bonds

as the same shall become due and

payable.

Details about the Capital Construction

Project, and the bond referendum, 

can be found at

www.mahopaclibrary.org/2022bond
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668 Route 6

Mahopac, NY  10541

Phone: 845-628-2009

Fax: 845-628-0672

Email: library@mahopaclibrary.org

www.mahopaclibrary.org
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Library Hours

Monday-Friday

9:30 am - 7:00 pm

Saturday: 

9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Sunday:

1:00 - 5:00 pm

(Closed Sunday: 

July 1 through Labor Day)

VOTE: TUESDAY, JUNE 7VOTE: TUESDAY, JUNE 7
7:00 am - 9:00 pm at Mahopac Library7:00 am - 9:00 pm at Mahopac Library

Mahopac Public Library

Board of Trustees

Frank Del Campo, President

Eugene Boesch, Vice-President

Irene Cassetta, Secretary

Scott Weiss, Financial Director

Stephen Baranowski

John Battista

Elizabeth Costello

Joseph Montuori

Joseph Tock

Michele Capozzella

Library Director and CEO

Friends of Mahopac Public Library Executive Board:  Karen Kellogg, President; Karyn Reichbach, Vice-

President; Kim Doyle, Treasurer;  Susan Grant, Recording Secretary;  Sandy Kamelgarn, Corresponding Secretary.

Mahopac Public Library Board of Trustees Election,

Budget Vote, and Bond Referendum

Who is eligible to vote? You are eligible to vote if you are a Mahopac Central
School District resident who is registered for either Mahopac Central School
District elections or general elections. 

Do you need an absentee ballot? Applications for absentee ballots are available
at the Library's Main Desk.  They must be completed and returned to the Election
Clerk before ballots can be issued.

no later than Tuesday, May 31, 2022, if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, and
no later than Monday, June 6, 2022, if the ballot is to be provided to the voter in
person.

The completed absentee ballot application must be received by the Election
Clerk:

Absentee ballots must be received by the Election Clerk no later than 5:00 pm
on Tuesday, June 7, 2022, in order to be counted. 
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