
Sermon 32: Luke 7:11-17: The Lord of Life

OUTLINE

Jesus’ compassion 
Jesus’ power

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever heard of the irresistible force paradox?  Have you heard the phrase ‘the 
unstoppable force meets the immovable object?’  Maybe you have heard it in the context of 
sport where two powerful rugby teams are going to compete.  Technically it is an 
impossibility for an unstoppable force to move an unmovable object, or vice versa because 
then the object would by definition no longer be immovable, or the force unstoppable.  
Nevertheless, ‘the unstoppable force meets the immovable object’ is a way in which several 
commentators have described the next section we are looking at.  In this section the Lord of
life meets the enemy of death.  Death is the universal reality we must all submit to, it is the 
one foe none of us can conquer, as far we are concerned it is the immovable object.  In 
desperation some have turned to cryonics for the hope of a resurrection by advanced 
science in the future.  Alcor Life Extension Foundation in Arizona is a non-profit organization 
that will freeze your head for $80 000, or your whole body for $200 000.  You can become a
‘cryonaut’ with the promise of the possibility of science being able to revive you.  But it is 
Christ and not science which is the unstoppable force of life, He is the God-man, He is the 
Messiah with the Spirit without measure.  In this section we will see Christ come into our 
pain and sorrow filled situation with His compassion and power and give us a taste of the 
Kingdom where death will be no more.  We will look at this section under 2 heading, firstly, 
Christ’s compassion and then His power.

Jesus’ compassion

V11, ‘Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd 
went with him.’  Luke is the only one of the four gospels that records the miracle of 
resurrecting the widow’s son.  The setting we are told is a town called Nain.  This is about 6 
miles SE of Nazareth.  Jesus would have set out from Capernaum for a full day’s journey 
and ‘just happened’ to be arriving when a funeral procession was passing through the village
gates.  No, we believe that Jesus was led by God to go to this place of urgent need.  V12, 
‘As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the 
town was with her.’  

Picture the scene with me, this is indeed a very sad picture, there are few that are sadder.  
In Jewish funerals, the body would have been laid out and washed soon after death.  
Because of the warm conditions bodies were soon buried, sometimes on the day the person 
died.  When the person died the family would tear their garments as a sign of their loss.  
And if the eyes were not closed they would be closed to indicate that death had come.  
After washing the body, it would then be wrapped for burial.  The funeral procession would 
involve placing the body on a stretcher, not in a coffin, and with the family at the head the 
procession would go to the graveyard outside the town.  The mourning would be very 
emotional, and one would hire musicians and wailing women to be a part of the group to 
induce and keep up the mood of mourning.  At least two flutes and one wailing woman was 
the minimum.  The friends and other villagers would join the procession.  This is what Jesus 
finds as He arrives at Nain.  Nain was a small town, today it only have about 200 people, 



and so would not have had a city wall but it would have had gates as this was the place 
where civil and judicial matters took place.  And there all alone was the widow leading the 
procession.  We are told that the son was a man, so this was likely the person who looked 
after her financial needs.  He was an only son, so there were no brothers or sisters.  And 
she was a widow so she had no husband to support her either.  As far as the Bible is 
concerned this is the most bitter form of mourning, Amos 8:10, ‘I will turn your feasts into 
mourning and all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on every waist and 
baldness on every head; I will make it like the mourning for an only son and the end of it 
like a bitter day.’  Zechariah 12:10 and Jer. 6:26 likewise see this as the bitterest pain.    

Before we get to Christ meeting this woman in her need let us stop and feel her pain, let us 
be confronted with the realities of life in a fallen world, life hurts!  The Covid 19 situation 
has highlighted this for us.  We have all been sensitized to the way in which we are all 
unwitting carriers of micro-enemies that can kill.  Loneliness has been amplified and the 
disconnetedness will continue as the handshake and the hug will no longer be welcomed but
viewed with suspicion.  Whole industries have failed and economic hardship is coming in 
varying degrees all over the world.  Refugees, orphans, the poor, their situations will 
become worse.  This is life after the fall, this is life with sin, this is life where all is under a 
curse.  Many will be talking about the heroism of the various services that have been 
working hard at this time, some will be talking positively about the prospect of a vaccine, 
many are talking about consolidating our gains and keeping positive.  And these things are 
good, but in the end death will always win over humanity and science and our best efforts.  
Our hope cannot be in ourselves, we need God to fix our pain.  Death is the immovable 
object to our strength.  Some might think me cruel for being negative at a time when we 
need to be positive, but that is my point, I am being positive, I am talking about the real 
solution, the trouble is we are not our own saviors we need God.  I do not want to detract 
from the rebuilding effort or the amazing job so many have done, but I want to be realistic 
about the possibility of reversal. As Christians we view life in light of the story of the Bible, 
that we live in a fallen world where pain and death are inevitable, God has given us various 
common grace gifts which can improve our lives but our hopes will never be in human 
accomplishment for all of history is headed towards the crisis of a final judgement and the 
final solution is not what human civilization can produce but what God will bring about when
He makes a new creation.  The widow’s suffering is not unique though it is particularly 
strong.  And Christ’s engagement with her is a picture of what that great day of New 
Creation will be like.  At the moment we are facing many enemies, spiritual and physical, 
Christ is the unstoppable force that overcomes them.  

V13, ‘And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not 
weep.”  God in the flesh sees this woman in her suffering and has compassion on her.  
Jesus is a Savior who has compassion towards our suffering; He is not indifferent.  Matt. 
9:36, ‘When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.’  Matt. 14:14, ‘When he went ashore he saw a 
great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick.’  Matt. 15:32, ‘Then 
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they 
have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send 
them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”  Matt. 20:34, ‘And Jesus in pity touched 
their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.’  Mark 1:41, 
‘Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be 
clean.”  

J. C. Ryle writes, ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ never changes! He is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever. His heart is still as compassionate as when He was upon earth. His sympathy 



with sufferers is still as strong. Let us bear this in mind, and take comfort in it. There is no 
friend or comforter who can be compared to Christ. In all our days of darkness, which must 
needs be many — let us first turn for consolation to Jesus the Son of God. He will never fail 
us, never disappoint us, and never refuse to take interest in our sorrows. He still lives — 
who made the widow's heart sing for joy in the gate of Nain. He still lives — to receive all 
laboring and heavy-laden ones, if they will only come to Him by faith. He still lives — to heal
the broken-hearted, and be a Friend who sticks closer than a brother.’  

It is this compassion that moves Jesus to act.  This woman did not ask, she did not see Him 
and fall on her knees before Him, Christ in His compassion and His grace took the initiative. 
Just as God did with us when we were His enemies, in His grace He made the first move 
toward us.  ‘Joni Eareckson Tada marveled that every time she
‘flipped through Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, there He was, hanging out with someone 
else with a handicap—hob-knobbing with people with disabilities, reserving His most gentle 
touch for the blind and counseling the fathers of little boys with seizures. He seemed to go 
out of His way to strike up conversations with guys who were paralyzed on straw mats by 
the pool of Bethesda. Since Jesus was not caught up with his own concerns, he was able 
fully and selflessly to enter into someone else’s sufferings.’1  This is our compassionate 
Savior.

Now imagine you were this woman, and I came up to you and is said, ‘stop crying!’ how 
would that feel?  Isn’t telling someone to stop crying the most insensitive thing you could 
possibly do at a funeral?  Yet it is clearly an imperative, ‘Do not weep.’  In a letter to a 
recently bereaved widow Archibald Alexander wrote: ‘There is no sin in the feelings of lively 
sorrow which such bereavements produce.  The blessed Savior did indeed forbid the 
daughters of Jerusalem to weep for Him, because He had undertaken to bear the curse of 
God for us without alleviation, but he tells them to weep for themselves and their children.  
He did also exhort the bereaved widow of Nain not to weep; but the reason of this was that 
He intended immediately to restore to life her only son, then lying dead before her.  When 
our blessed Lord came to Bethany and found two sisters, Martha and Mary, in a state of 
deep distress on account of the recent death of their only brother (the support and protector
of the family), does He forbid tears?  No: the compassionate Jesus weeps with them!’2  He 
alone can command her to stop weeping because He intends to undo what has caused it.  
Why it is so unthinkable that you or I could say such a thing is because it is beyond our 
ability to fix what caused the tears—but Jesus can.  Jesus steps into the most painful 
situation a human being can suffer and commands the weeping to stop, only because He 
has the power to undo it.  

Jesus’ power

V14, ‘Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
“Young man, I say to you, arise.”  Here is where the Lord of life meets the enemy of death, 
the unstoppable force meets the immovable object.  Imagine the scene, this man walks up 
to the widow and has the gall to tell her to stop weeping, and then this stranger walks up to
the funeral procession, puts His hand on the stretcher and brings the pall bearers and their 
load to a halt.  I have been one of those who has had to sit in a hot car without air 
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conditioning waiting while a funeral procession passes.  You dare not be the one who acts 
so inappropriately to hoot or try and but in to get on your way.  But here is Jesus acting 
very ‘inappropriately’ at a funeral.  He as a stranger tells the widow to stop weeping and 
brings the procession to a standstill.  All of this is to impress upon you how Jesus is taking 
control of this situation.  

Then He speaks, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’  V15, ‘And the dead man sat up and 
began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.’   There are other resurrections in the 
Bible, Elijah in 1 Kings 17:17-24 lies three times upon a young boy who has died.  In 2 Kings
4:18-37 Elisha likewise raises a son but with the touch of his staff and by stretching out on 
the boy after prayer.  Jesus without prayer, without anything but the authority of His 
command raises this man from the dead.  Note the words, ‘I say to you.’  No doubt the 
question that should naturally arise is, who is this man?  This chapter is gearing to answer 
that question with the messengers from John the Baptist coming up in the next section.  But
consider what is happening in this resurrection.  Jesus has the authority to take a soul which
if a believer would be with the Father and call it from heaven and restore it to the body.  He
has the power and authority in Himself to command soul and body to reunite.  The power of
death is not powerful enough to resist His command.  What are we seeing here?  Every 
miracle of Christ during His incarnation is a proleptic glimpse of the final Kingdom that He 
will secure by His death, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father.  The 
authority over demons, nature, sickness, sin and death in the miracles of Christ look forward
to the New Creation which His cross work secures for His church.  The resurrection of an 
only son points to His own resurrection as an only Son.  It is a pledge of that final 
resurrection when all weeping will cease.  

Southern Presbyterian preacher Benjamin Morgan Palmer and his wife suffered the loss of at
least two of their children, first an infant son and 19 years later a daughter.  ‘Palmer writes:
The pick-axe and the shovel threw aside the earth, which for many years had pressed upon 
the bosom of the infant. Only a few bones and a little skull. No, wait a second; and with 
trembling hand the father clipped one little curl from which the luster had faded, but twining
still around the hollow temple. He placed it on the palm of his hand, without a word, before 
the eye of the mother. With a smothered cry she fell upon his neck. “It is our boy’s; I see it 
as long ago, the soft lock that curled upon his temple.” “Take it, Mother; it is to us the 
prophecy of the resurrection; the grave has not the power to destroy.”3  That is how this 
resurrection should minister to us, it is a sign that one day all death will be done away with. 
This little moment of reunion and joy is a forecast of that day.  Till then we still weep but we
do so with joy and hope as well.  

Look at the words in v15, ‘and Jesus gave him to his mother.’  What a wonder that death 
which stole has been forced to give up its plunder and we will be able to receive our 
Christian loved ones back.  This is our hope for every infant that dies, that God will one day 
reconcile parent and child in the new creation.  It reminds me of the words: 
‘I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger
Traveling through this world below
There is no sickness, no toil, nor danger
In that bright land to which I go
I'm going there to see my Father
And all my loved ones who've gone on
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I'm just going over Jordan
I'm just going over home
I know dark clouds will gather 'round me 
I know my way is hard and steep
But beauteous fields arise before me
Where God's redeemed, their vigils keep
I'm going there to see my Mother
She said she'd meet me when I come.’

But not all will receive their loved ones back.  It is only those who trust in Christ who will be 
resurrected to eternal life to live forever with those who also have believed.  John 11:25 
says it clearly, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live.’  The hope of the resurrection is our anchor in a life full of storms.  Do you 
have this hope?  Do you know that Jesus will call you to arise into a new creation where 
there will be no more weeping and to be reunited with all those others who have trusted in 
Him?  

And how should we respond to this wonderful demonstration of the Lord of life overcoming 
death?  Let’s look at how those at the funeral responded.  V16-17, ‘Fear seized them all, and
they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his 
people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the 
surrounding country.’  The response of the Jews was good but not fully in keeping with who 
Christ is.  They make the link with Elijah and Elisha and recognize that God is working 
among them and that Jesus is a prophet.  But they fail to reckon with the uniqueness of the 
miracle and conclude that Jesus is not merely a prophet but He is the Prophet/Messiah 
promised in the OT.  Nevertheless, their response is a good one for us to consider.
 
 Firstly we are told that fear seized them, this would not have been a petrified fear but awe 
and reverence.  Awe and reverence are indeed fitting for us as we consider the power of 
Christ and the price He paid in tangling with death personally in order to defeat it for us.      

Secondly, they glorified God.  This means they gave God the credit and the honour for what 
was done.  If people saw a miracle like this today some might get sidetracked and make it 
all about miracles instead of about God.  Let this amazing miracle show to you a gracious 
God who is compassionate, who comes down into our pain and sorrow filled lives and who 
overcomes our greatest enemies and gives us a real hope for the future.  

Thirdly, they went abroad spreading the news about Jesus.  They spread it through the 
whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.  They couldn’t help themselves in their 
enthusiasm they had to talk about it.  It was this act of spreading the news which will 
prompt our next section where John the Baptist will send a party with questions about Jesus
identity.  If you are a believer you not only do you know Christ’s victory over death in His 
resurrection but you have tasted the life that He is able to give.  You have real hope for 
tomorrow and this is the good news that we should be telling to others.

Life hurts but we have hope, the unstoppable force has overcome the immovable object, the
Lord of life has overcome the enemy of death.    
      

  
      
          


