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This week’s lesson covers John 20. We are now into the final two chapters of John. Our FBH 

study series in this fourth Gospel will also involve a final week of summary and the 

identification of major themes and doctrines. 

Memory Verses: John 20:30–31— Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Summary: In this penultimate chapter, John speaks of the resurrection of Jesus and His 

subsequent interactions with and appearances to His disciples. He ends with a vitally 

important and definitive purpose statement in the final two verses of the chapter. These 

historical details are included by all four Gospel writers, albeit in slightly different ways. 

Right at the outset of our discussion on this chapter, it would be valuable to consider, in the 

class-discussion setting, how everyone views the significance of the resurrection of Christ, 

and whether or not they would be able to answer with any confidence the question, “Why do 

Christians consider the resurrection of Jesus such an important event?” or, alternatively, 

“What is the practical significance of the resurrection of Christ?” 

In directing this conversation, here is a list of issues pertaining to the significance of this 

doctrine and the historical event from which it proceeds. 

Why is the resurrection important? 

1. The resurrection as the start of the EXULTATION of Christ following the humiliation of His 

birth, life amongst sinners, and subsequent death at the hands of such sinners. 

2. The resurrection as tangible proof of the Father’s satisfaction; the price for our salvation 
was paid to the Father not to the devil (Ephesians 5:2)! Our justification is bound up in the 

resurrection (Romans 4:25 and 5:9–10). 

3. Jesus’ credibility was at stake, because in each of the four Gospels Jesus had made 

reference to His resurrection (John 2:19–22). 

4. Jesus had called Himself (in one of His seven “I am” sayings) “the resurrection and the 

life” (John 11:25). He had been speaking of Himself, revealing Himself as the life-giver 

(John 5:21; John 11:25–26; John 14:19). It was therefore vital that He Himself should be 

seen to experience this new life. 

5. The resurrection displays the power of Christ: He raised Himself (John 2:19–22; 10:17–

18). (Yes, the Father and the Spirit were also involved in raising Christ.) 

6. The devil was defeated in the resurrection. The grave could not hold our Captain, our 
Advocate, our Representative! 

7. Belief in the resurrection is necessary for salvation (Romans 10:9). 

8. The fact of resurrection is the producer of future hope (1 Corinthians 15:19). 

9. In God’s wisdom, the resurrection supplies the power for new life (1 Peter 1:3; Romans 

8:11). 



10. The resurrection is the crucial aspect of the uniqueness and glory of Christ. All other 
religious leaders are dead and remain so! The resurrection is the start of God’s new 

creation, of which Jesus Christ is the firstfruits, the pinnacle. 

The resurrection as an event also ensured that our day of formal and corporate worship 

has moved from Saturday (the last day of the week) to Sunday (the first day of the week). 

Hence the significance of John 20:1. 

What the disciples Peter and John saw inside the tomb (vv. 5–7) has an important bearing 

on the possibility as to whether or not the body of Jesus was simply stolen, thus 

explaining the empty tomb. 

The cameo of Christ, mistaken by Mary to be the gardener, and His words to the 

distraught Mary are precious in their tenderness, and as an expression of John 10:4. 

Verse 17 calls for some interpretation in terms of: 

• Jesus and His location during the days between His resurrection and ascension; 

• The nature of the resurrected body of Christ—especially when we add into this 

particular mix the implications of vv. 19 and 28 (see also Luke 24:41–43); 

• The distinctions that must be maintained between Christ and His relationship with 

the Father and us and our relationship with the Father. 

In v. 21b we see John’s version of the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18:19–20; Mark 

16:15 and Luke 24:47. 

Verse 22 does present some problems for us in our understanding of 16:7 and how this 

particular event fits with Pentecost and the outpouring of the Spirit. Was this simply Jesus 

writing out a cheque that would be cashed in Acts 2? 

The whole saga of Jesus appearing to His disciples a second time for the benefit, it would 

seem, of Thomas in particular, is interesting and instructive. Thomas confessed Christ to 

be Yahweh, and Jesus did not rebuke or correct him, but owned the confession, and 

highlighted the value of faith not based on physical sight (v. 29). Hearing the Word and 

acting on what you have heard, or reading it for yourself and arriving at deep convictions 

as a result, is a blessed activity which Jesus here commends unreservedly! 

Jesus, the life-giver, is presented by John as the doer of “signs” that would lead us to this 

new life as we respond to the evidence displayed in the signs. Verses 30–31 highlight the 

significance of the seven signs recorded in John’s gospel (water into wine in chapter 2; 

the healing of the official’s son in chapter 4; the healing at the pool in chapter 5; the 

feeding of the five thousand and the walking on water in chapter 6; the healing of the 

man born blind in chapter 9; and the raising of Lazarus in chapter 11), and the life that 

proceeds for those who believe in Christ as a result. 

This may be the right moment to include a closing appeal/challenge to the class 

regarding their particular understanding of “life” and how this “life” is intimately bound 

up in and linked to a relationship of faith with the Lord Jesus Christ. This challenge can 

link back to the words of Jesus in John 11:25–26 and 14:6. 


