
5-days – 8 February – 14 February, 2020. 
Closing registration date: 31 August 2019 
Contact the Cenacle Sisters at 9298-5808 
/ 6565-2895, email: cenaclesingapore@
gmail.com. website: http://www.catholic.
org.sg/cenacle.

IS THE BIBLE FREE FROM ERROR? 
A CATHOLIC VIEW The Church 
teaches that sacred scripture is of divine 
origin and thus free from error. Yet, from 
the story of the 7 days of creation, to 
claims which are challenged by historians, 
affirming such a statement in a naive 
manner would seem problematic. Come 
and learn how the Church handles its own 
sacred text and discover how to read the 
bible in a faithful manner. Date/time: 24 
Jul ‘19 (Wed) from 19.30pm - 21.15pm, 

at Catholic Centre 55 Waterloo Street, 
#02-01. As seats are limited, register early 
by sms to Nick @ 97843682 or email 
theology.sg@gmail.com

COMBINED MINISTRIES RETREAT 
- Date: 09 & 10 August 2019. Time: 
9.30am - 4.30pm for both days. Venue: SJI 
Junior, 3 Essex Rd, S309331. Organised 
by: Office for the New Evangelisation and 
Gloria Patri Ministries. Are you ready to 
open the door as soon as the Master comes 
and knocks? Come and encounter the Lord 
as one community! This retreat is open 
to all EMHC, Choirs, Lectors, Wardens, 
and SCC/NCC in the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Singapore. You are highly 
encouraged to register as a community. To 
register visit: bit.ly/onecmr2019

In the Parish Priest’s Message for our 150th 
Anniversary celebrations last week, he 
reminds us to return to the Lord Jesus, using 
the Sacred Scripture as an indispensable 
source of light and grace in this year of 
renewal. We kick off the series with the 
Introduction to The Pentateuch (4 parts). 
We hope that these will become “tools to 
help you understand the sacred writings, 
with the hope that this will be a beginning 
of a journey of conversion to the Lord”.

Introduction to The Pentateuch
(Part 1 of 4)

Titles, divisions, contents
The first five books of the Bible together 
constitute a unity in themselves, and 
the group was known to the Jews as the 
“Torah”, or the “Law”. The earliest reliable 
witness to this title is to be found in the 
preface to the Book for Ecclesiasticus and 
when the Christian era opened the term 
was already in common use (Lk 10:26; 
cf. 24:44). For this first section of their 
Bible, Hebrew-speaking Jews had another 
name: ‘The five-fifths of the Law’; those 
who spoke Greek used the corresponding 
term: ‘Pentateuchos’ (sc. Biblos), ‘The 
five-volume (book)’, which in Latin was 
transliterated Pentateuchus (liber).

That this division into five books dates 

back to the pre-Christian times is attested 
by the Septuagint. This Greek version of 
the Hebrew Old Testament designated 
the books according to their content and 
the Church adopted its terminology. Thus 
the book which opens with the story 
of the beginning of the world, is called 
Genesis; the second, which starts with the 
departure of Israel from Egypt, is named 
Exodus; Leviticus contains the law of the 
priests of the tribe of Levi; the first four 
chapters of Numbers deal with the census; 
Deuteronomy is so styled from Septuagint 
rendering of Dt 17:18: ‘the second law’. 
The Jews, however, used and still use the 
initial Hebrew word of each book – or its 
first important word – to indicate the whole.

Genesis falls into two unequal parts. 
Chapters 1 - 11 deal with primordial history 
they introduce us to the story of salvation, 
the theme that runs through the whole 
Bible. They search back into the origin of 
the world and survey the whole human race. 
They tell of the creation of the universe and 
man, of the Fall and its consequences, of 
the increasing human wickedness which 
earned the punishment of the Flood. The 
repopulation of the earth starts with Noah 
but our attention is directed ultimately to 
Abraham, father of the chosen people, by 
way of a series of narrowing genealogical 
tables. Chapters 12 – 50 deal with Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 951
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Cry out with joy to God all the earth.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 8 july  2019 - SAT 13 July 2019
MON: GN 28:10-22A, MT 9:18-26 TUE: GN 32:23-33, MT 9:32-38 WED: GN 41:55-57; 
42:5-7A, 17-24A, MT 10:1-7 THU: GN 44:18-21, 23B-29; 45:1-5, MT 10:7-15 FRI: GN 46:1-
7, 28-30, MT 10:16-23 SAT: GN 49:29-32; 50:15-26A, MT 10:24-33

7 July 2019 Year CFourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is closed to 
the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the 
columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on All Souls’ Day period: 27 
Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take 
place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members 
will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be 
required to put on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 



PARISH NEWS 

MEANING OF THE JUBILEE AND 
PLENARY INDULGENCE - 27 Jul ‘19 
(Sat) from 2.00pm - 4.00pm at Church of 
Saints Peter and Paul. To kick of the year-long 
celebration for the 150th Anniversary, we are 
organising this event to explain the Meaning of 
Jubilee and Plenary Indulgence. Do you have 
the following questions: What is Jubilee in 
the Church’s context? What are Indulgences? 
How does one gain it? Who can we gain the 
Plenary Indulgences for? Why should we gain 
the Plenary Indulgence? Come, listen and 
understand. There will be opportunities for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to help you 
gain the Plenary Indulgence. No registration 
required. All are welcome!

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant 
Baptism service will be incorporated into 
11.00am Mass, held on Sunday, 11 August 
2019.  Parents and Godparents are required to 
attend a preparatory session on Saturday, 10 
August 2019 at 3.30pm.  Application Forms 
can be obtained from the Parish Office and 
must be submitted by Tuesday, 16 July ‘19.   

CANTONESE RCIA (2019/2020) will 
be commenced on 28 June ’19 at 7.45pm. 
Please contact our office at 63372585 for 
registration.  

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

PRIMARY 1 REGISTRATION under Phase 

2B (22 and 23 July 2019) Priority for registration 
under Phase 2B is for a child of a baptised Catholic 
parent. The parent’s baptism certificate is required at 
the point of registration under Phase 2B for primary 
1 admission. In the event that the baptism certificate 
is not in English, the Church and the school reserve 
the right to request the parent to submit a baptism 
certificate that is translated into English, and certified 
by your parish priest in Singapore or a notary public.

A CALL TO TEACH IN A CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL - Attention all MOE educators! 
If you are interested to heed the call to 
teach in a Catholic School, or if you want to 
receive news and resources about Catholic 
education, do join our mailing list by filling 
up the form accessible via the QR code 
below. In line with the MOE Open Posting 
Exercise, the Archdiocesan Commission for 
Catholic Schools (ACCS) has compiled a 
list of vacancies in our Catholic schools in 
2020. ACCS will email you the instructions 
to access this list from 1 July 2019 onwards. 
Do note that this list will be updated with new 
consequential vacancies on 17 July 2019 to 
facilitate your application via MOE HRMS 
between 1 July 2019 to 23 July 2019.

QUIETING THE SOUL CHIANGMAI 
2019 by Cenacle Sisters and Team. A 
silent 8 or 5-day retreat set in the beautiful 
environment of the Seven Fountains 
Retreat Center in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
Three choices of dates (includes travel 
time) : 1)  8 days - 29 Nov - 8 Dec. 
2019 2)  5 days - 2 Dec -8 Dec. 2019 3)  

patriarchal history; they portray the great 
ancestors of Israel. Abraham is the man 
of faith; God rewards his obedience with 
a promise of posterity for himself and, for 
his descendants, possession of the Holy 
Land (12:1 – 25:18). Jacob is the man of 
guile who supplants Esau his brother; by a 
trick he secures the blessing of his father 
Isaac and he proves himself more crafty 
than his uncle Laban. But all his cunning 
would have been useless if God had not 
preferred him to Esau before his birth or 
renewed the promise and covenant granted 
to Abraham (25:19 to ch. 36). The career of 
Isaac, Abraham’s son and Jacob’s father, is 
described more in relation to these two than 
for its own sake; he is a relatively colourless 
figure. The twelve sons of Jacob are the 
ancestors of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.  
The concluding chapters of Genesis (37 
– 50) are entirely devoted to one of them: 
Joseph, the man of wisdom. The Joseph-
cycle, so different from the foregoing 
narratives, bears no trace of God’s visible 
intervention, nor does it contain any new 
revelation. Its absorbing purpose is to drive 
home the lesson that the virtue of the wise 
man is rewarded and that Providence turns 
man’s shortcomings to advantage.

Genesis is complete in itself, the history of 
the ancestors. The three books that follow 
have for their common framework the life 
of Moses. They recount the formation of the 
chosen people and show how its social and 
religious law was constituted.

Exodus is occupied with two primary 
themes: The Deliverance from Egypt, 
1:1 – 15:21, and the Sinaitic Covenant, 
19:1 – 40:38. A secondary theme, the 
Journey through the Wilderness, connects 
the two, 15:22 – 18:27. Moses leads the 
liberated Israelites to Sinai where God’s 
incommunicable name, ‘Yahweh’, had been 
revealed to him. Against the background 
of a majestic theophany God concludes 
an alliance with the people and proclaims 
his laws. Almost as soon as it is made this 

Covenant is broken: the people adore the 
golden calf. But God forgives the sin and 
renews the Covenant. There follows a list 
of ordinances controlling the practice of 
worship in desert conditions.

Leviticus, taken up almost entirely with 
legislation, breaks the thread of the narrative. 
Its content are as follows: sacrificial ritual, 
ch. 1 – 7; ceremony of priestly investiture 
described in terms of the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons, ch. 8 – 10; ordinances 
relating to clean and unclean, ch. 11 – 15, 
concluding with the ritual for the great 
Day of Atonement, ch. 16; The ‘Holiness 
Code’, 17 – 26, a section which includes 
a liturgical calendar, 23, and which closes 
with Blessings and Curses, 26. By way of 
appendix, ch. 27 lays down with conditions 
for redeeming persons and animals and 
goods vowed to Yahweh.

Numbers resumes the account of the Desert 
Journey. A census of the people, ch. 1 – 4, 
and the offerings of gifts on the occasion of 
the Dedication of the Tabernacle, ch. 7, form 
a prelude to the departure from Sinai. The 
second Passover is celebrated and, leaving 
the holy mount, ch. 9 – 10, the people reach 
Kadesh after various halts on the way. From 
here and unsuccessful attempt is made to 
infiltrate into Canaan from the south, ch. 11-
14. After a long stay at Kadesh the people 
set out once more and reach the plains of 
Moab opposite Jericho, ch. 20 – 25. The 
Midianites are defeated and the tribes of 
Gad and Reuben settle in Transjordania, ch. 
31-32. Chapter 33 lists the encampments 
on the way from Egypt to Moab. Within 
this narrative material there are groups 
of enactments either supplementing the 
Sinaitic code or preparing for the time when 
the people will have settled in Canaan.

Deuteronomy has a distinct plan on its own. 
It is a code of civil and religious laws, ch. 12 
– 26:1, with a long discourse of Moses for 
its framework, ch. 5 – 11; and 26:16 to ch. 
28. The whole is preceded by a first Mosaic 

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources 
for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org 
Click “Register Now” Enter your name, email address, and desired password. You’re all 
ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED app is also 
available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

discourse, ch. 1 – 4, and followed by a third, 
ch. 29 – 30. This is followed in its turn by 
sections dealing with the last days of Moses: 
Joshua’s mission, the canticle of Moses, 
the blessings he pronounces, his death, ch. 
31 – 34. The code of Deuteronomy is in 
part a resumption of the laws proclaimed 

in the desert. Its discourses commemorate 
the great events of Exodus, of Sinai 
and of the early stages of the Conquest; 
they explain the religious meaning of 
these events and appeal for fidelity to the 
Law whose importance they emphasis. 
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


