
Sermon 179: Romans 13:6-7: Fulfilling our obligations 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."  
(Mark 12:17).  These have been called the most important political words ever spoken, and 
rightly so.  Jesus was being put to the test by the Pharisees and the Herodians.  They 
thought they had Jesus cornered when they asked Him if they should pay taxes.  They 
thought they had Him on the horns of a dilemma, if Jesus said yes the Jews should pay 
taxes then that would make Him unpopular with the general public.  And if He answered No, 
then the Herodians were present and could make sure His anti-Roman opinions would be 
known and get Him into trouble. 
   
These words clearly illustrate the two different kingdoms of God and man.  They show our 
responsibility to each and the priority of giving ourselves first to God and then the duties of 
being a citizen.  It is not a case of either or but both and.  In Mark 12:15 Jesus asks for a 
Denarius, and asks, ‘whose image and inscription is this?’  The Roman coin had on one side 
an image of Tiberius with the inscription, ‘Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus.’  By 
implication the coin was claiming that Tiberius is also in some way divine, obviously an 
empty claim with no basis laying no obligation on anyone to give him actual worship.  So 
when Jesus says give to Caesar that things that are his, the coins are literally his, and since 
he is not God all he gets is money in the form of taxes.  But since Jesus says give to God 
the things that are God’s, what bears God’s image?  We do, and so although we must pay 
our taxes and give Caesar his money, we must give ourselves our whole selves to God. 
 
These words put both the Jewish and the Roman views of kingdom in perspective.  The 
Roman government saw itself as supreme and several of the Caesars took to themselves the 
divine prerogative of expecting worship.  Jesus’ words put this notion in its place.  And the 
Jewish expectation of an earthly kingdom where the Davidic King would be ruling and Rome 
would be defeated, and all Jews would be free from obligations to Rome is likewise 
destroyed.  Jesus shows that one can worship God and still be subject to bad governments. 
 
Thirdly, these words also legitimise taxes.  Paying taxes is not a sin, it is not ungodly, it is 
confirmed as being a thing Christians can and should do.  It is in the spirit of what Jesus 
says in affirming taxes that we need to consider our last words by Paul in this section on 
submitting to the government, Romans 13:6-7, ‘For because of this you also pay taxes, for 
the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing.  Pay to all what is owed to 
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.’  It is very clear that Paul is following Christ 
in making these statements.  Today as we close our look at this topic we want to consider 
our final obligations with regard to taxes, honour and worship.   
 
Taxes 
 
Taxes have always been a touchy subject.  Whether you lived in the first century or the 21st 
century, whether you are a capitalist or a socialist, the problem of taxes arises.  Wherever 



you have government you have taxes, they stand and fall together.  Generally speaking 
taxes are viewed negatively, for who really enjoys giving their hard earned money away to 
people who waste it?  So Paul’s words are very important as they bring the rare positive 
perspective on taxes.  V6, ‘For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing.’   
 
When Paul says, ‘For because of this you also pay taxes.’  The ‘this’ he is referring to is the 
upholding of justice that he has just spoken of.  Your taxes work for the supporting of the  
government who in turn administer justice and keep the peace.  This is a rare positive and 
practical view.  Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. put it this way, ‘I like to pay taxes.  With them, I 
buy civilization.’  This would have been especially evident to those paying Roman taxes.  For 
all the evils of Rome, there were also tremendous social benefits.  In the Roman empire, 
piracy and thievery were almost eradicated.  You could travel on Roman roads, post your 
letters and see them arrive at their destinations, transport goods without getting robbed, 
your borders would be secure and free from invasion, all because of the Pax Romana, the 
Roman peace secured and upheld by taxes.  Do you want a pension, free healthcare, free 
education, the first year of university free, good roads, cheap medicines, healthy foods sold, 
a clean environment, a well-equipped police force, and various welfare benefits for the 
neediest sectors of society?  If you do, then pay your taxes.  Only an ignoramus expects to 
get all the benefits without paying for them.  Especially for us in NZ which has one of the 
least amounts of corruption in government, the money is mostly put back into various 
beneficial services and benefits that benefit us all.   
 
This positive view of taxes is further affirmed by calling the rulers, ministers, a word that is 
usually used of those who serve in the temple.  Likewise the word ‘attending’ mean devoting 
oneself.  Paul paints the picture of our taxes enabling a sacred duty.  If this view of taxes is 
meant to encourage us to give more enthusiastically it should also lay the importance of the 
duty of ruling upon those who rule.  Taxes do not exist to enable a luxurious lifestyle in 
rulers.  Sadly, the notion of public servant’s salaries taking after Ceo’s today makes for very 
inflated salaries.  Corruption in government, tardiness in the work of governing, waste of 
funds, and many other things should be diligently avoided since the work of governing is 
given such a high view.   
 
Paul uses two different words for taxes referring to the two main types of taxes in the 
Roman Empire.  In verse 6 he uses the word for tax that would apply to those who were 
subject to Rome, but a tax that Roman citizens would not have to pay.  This would involve 
property and poll taxes.  Then in verse 7 he uses the second word for tax which was a tax 
applied to sold goods.  Paul is encouraging to pay both taxes, and not to make a distinction.  
The disruption in Rome over taxes was probably over the fact that Nero thought about 
lifting the second tax for Romans but ended up not lifting it.   
 
Being Christian in a democratic environment I think there are two important things we ought 
to think about as we approach taxes in our day.  Firstly, we must realise the link between 
taxes and government control.  The classic debate between capitalists and socialists is along 
the lines of more taxes = more government involvement generally the socialist line; less tax 
= less government control, the capitalist line.  Both approaches can be both good and bad, 
and neither one is the obvious ‘Christian’ option.  What we must realise when we go to vote 
is that those who promise to do more for us, and who use our taxes to offer us better 
services, do so by taking over more and more power in various parts of government.  For 
example in education.  Since we have a government that offers free education, the 
government now has the power to order the curriculum and regulate teachers according to 



their philosophies.  The more you expect a government to do, the more they will tax to 
provide that service and the more power you are voting to give away.   
 
The danger here is that the church outsources it services to the government.  In other 
words, charity work moves away from the church and into the hands of the state.  They 
then loan the privilege of helping the poor with incentives in tax returns and add their own 
legislation about how it should be done.  The church can grow very complacent in a welfare 
state neglecting the spontaneous love that ought to be shown to our neighbours.  Our 
concern for the poor usually begins with a consideration of the benefit they are on and what 
the government can do better instead of our responsibility.  
 
The second issue is one of big government and the issue of persecution.  We are a 
charitable organisation.  The government presently values the humanitarian work that 
churches do and offer various tax back benefits to us.  Christian schools, Christian colleges, 
and many other Christian organisations benefit from this present scenario.  We are 
incredibly fortunate in this, but we must remember that to those who have been given 
much, much will be required.  However, we are now moving in a direction where the beliefs 
of the church are no longer the beliefs of the prevailing culture.  There has been a lot of talk 
about withdrawing charitable status for things like not allowing gay marriage or spanking 
children.  Let us be prepared to give up our charitable status and tax benefits if it comes to 
it.  There may be a time in the not too far future where we will have to choose whether we 
will allow for gay marriage or lose tax benefits for example.  We must ensure that we are 
ultimately dependent upon God to provide for us.     
 
As Christians then we are to pay our taxes, we recognise the fact that God uses them for 
common grace purposes.  We can get angry at bad administration, but we must remind 
ourselves that there will always be sin and imperfections in the administration of 
government.  However, this does not mean God is not using it.  So we ought to be those 
who declare all our sources of income.  We are not looking for loopholes to avoid tax.  We 
can take advantage of the benefits the government is offering us, for example giving back 
30% of all gifts given to a charitable organisation.  We can even accept family tax back 
credits and the free health and education that is offered.  But we must watch our attitudes, 
these things are gifts of common grace and we must not have such a sense of entitlement 
that we are embittered when we cannot sustain first world standards of comfort.  
Remember this world is not your home, your treasure is not in this life, we are not to be 
those who are so consumed with money that we resent the giving of taxes as if it were a 
form of robbery.  Our consumerism causes us to grudge our taxes.                     
   
Honour 
 
In verse 7 Paul calls upon all Christians to fulfil their various responsibilities and shows that 
this goes beyond merely tipping the government with taxes, there is also the obligation to 
respect the authorities.  ‘Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor 
is owed.’  Paul uses two different words here.  The first is phobos, from which we get our 
word fear.  The second is time, which means honour.  Some have struggled over the fact 
that Paul uses the word fear here, and suggest that he must be referring to the fear we give 
to God in distinction from the honour we give to man.  But this is not the case, fearing 
people is a common notion and implies a heartfelt deference as opposed to a performance 
out of some base motive like cowardice, greed or craven fear.  This word can be used to 
describe terror but is also used in a positive way to describe walking in the fear of God, Acts 
9:31; Paul also uses it with a sense of having a healthy respect for the power to punish that 



God has 2 Cor 5:11; Peter uses it in this way in 1 Pet. 1:17, ‘And if you call on him as Father 
who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile.’  It is also used to speak of respectful conduct when 
speaking about wives in 1 Pet. 3:2, and servants in Eph. 6:5, and 1 Pet. 2:18.  We can 
combine some of these aspects of meaning to understand Paul’s admonition to mean that 
we should be respectful with a sense that they have the power to punish criminals.   
 
Christianity acknowledges that there are authority structures put in place by God and 
therefore a debt of honour and respect we owe to the various offices.  We are to respect 
our political leaders, Christians should not be seen to join in the open mockery and slander.  
Parents should respect their children.  Workers should respect their employers.  Citizens 
should respect policemen, MPs, and other representatives of the government.  Wives should 
give respect to their husbands, and church members to their elders.  The nature of the 
respect given in each of these differing relationships will be specific to the nature of the 
relationship.  And we can reiterate that there is a common respect that we owe to all 
whether it is in traffic, waiting in long and inconvenient lines, there is a common courtesy 
we owe to all as image bearers of God.  
 
If we are to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and all to what we owe them, let us be clear 
that we are not to give them the worship that only God deserves.  It also means that we are 
not to be obsequious, that is overly servile and denigrate the dignity that God has given to 
each one of us.  Less us not underpay or overpay in honour.    
 
Worship 
 
Let us spend a little time talking about giving to God what is God’s.  Jesus famous answer 
shows us a double set of responsibilities, a position where we have to juggle and do both.  
We often fail to be good citizens and have a poor attitude towards authority and constantly 
complain about the government not recognising the gift it is.  But moreso are we terrible at 
rendering to God the things that are God’s.  We live in an age of big and overextended 
government, and we have forgotten that everything belongs to God including the 
government. 
 
Let me remind us of what is owed God by looking at Revelation chapter 4.  The book of 
Revelation you will know is God revealing to His people what is to come.  It is a frightening 
revelation where God reveals that the devil who has been thrown down to earth will be 
waging war upon the church trying to exterminate her, and how all the governments of the 
world, false religion and culture will be used as puppets by the devil to fulfil his goal.  The 
book has clear instructions on being holy and enduring the persecutions.  The book is 
dominated by pictures of cataclysmic judgements and battles all ending with the suppression 
of all enemies and the new creation.  Revelation 4 plays a very important role in preparing 
the church who is just about to be frightened out of their wits by what they will be told the 
devil is about to do.  Revelation 4 is a vision of God’s throne room, and before the book 
parades the devil and his activities we are first given a picture of God.  We see in v1-6 the 
king of kings enthroned over all time and the universe.  In verses 7-8 we are confronted 
with the infinitely holy God.  And in verses 9-11 we are shown the Creator and Sustainer of 
all things who is worthy of all praise.  These visions are given to remind Christians who are 
about to go through the most difficult of times.  They are there to remind them of who our 
God is, and from whose hand the scroll which puts into action the various judgements 
comes.  They will serve very well to remind us to the God to whom we ought to give all.   
 



We see in verse 1 that John is transported into heaven to be shown what must happen.  In 
verse 2 he is instantly transported into heaven and first among all the spectacles there is the 
looming and significant presence of God’s throne.  And the One who was seated on it.  A 
king on His throne in all of His divine royal majesty.  All the governments of the earth are 
about to be manipulated by the devil to wage war on the church, but behold God is king, He 
is on His throne, He is Lord over all.  Verse 3 records His glory and the rainbow around the 
throne.  We know from Revelation 5 that the Lamb shares the throne, and in 4:5 the Spirit 
is before the throne as if awaiting instructions.  Here we see the Trinity ruling and in control 
over all.  God is portrayed as posed in readiness to give orders and to set in motion all of 
what the rest of the book records. 
 
And there is activity in the throne room, we are told of the living creatures in v6-8, 
representatives of the angelic realm.  These are holy beings who are in God’s direct 
presence, and here we see them active in fervent and perpetual worship, ‘and day and night 
they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is 
to come!"’  The Holy and infinite One!  The book of Revelation is going to show God’s 
judgement in the form of unleashing all manner of sin and demonic activity.  It will be 
chaotic and sinful, but before we see God’s judgements unfolding we have it burned into our 
minds through this whole souled praise of the angels how holy God is, and that He is the 
infinite One over time.  These glories alone are enough to provoke the angels into undying 
praise, never bored, never satisfied but to go on and sing again about the holiness they 
cannot praise too much.  Here is a reminder of the One we serve, the one who is worthy of 
perpetual praise from the angels. 
 
However, it does not stop with the angels, next we see the 24 elders who probably 
represent the OT and NT people of God worshipping, v10-11, ‘the twenty-four elders fall 
down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. 
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed 
and were created."’  On their faces, throwing all their accolades and crowns and rewards, 
and position at the feet of God, they declare that God alone is worthy of all worship.  For He 
is the creator, and all things owe their creation and ongoing existence to Him.  By virtue of 
being our creator God has the right to rule, to be honoured and receive our worship.  And 
we have not even yet mentioned the fact that God is a God of grace who loves sinners, who 
condescends from His divine glory to be clothed in our humanity and suffer the most 
indignant death, as a sinner, in our place to pay for all of our sins.  He not only saves us but 
adopts us and creates a whole new universe where we can enjoy all of who He is and 
receive a portion in the Son’s reward.  We are married to the Son, adopted as children, and 
given thrones to rule from.  Who can express what worship our God deserves, who can give 
Him too much obedience and honour?  If we are to give to God what is God’s, then for all 
time we must give our all knowing that we always fall short of what He deserves.  No more 
half-hearted worship, no more casual sinning, no more lukewarm obedience.  Give to God 
what He deserves.   
 
And so we conclude our portion on submitting to the government.  We have done 7 
messages on 7 verses, let me end then by summarising what we have been taught.  It is 
the responsibility of all people to submit to the governing authority because they have been 
given authority by God, and even the bad ones have been put in power by Him.  We are to 
obey them only as far as God allows and never when they command sin.  We to remember 
that they have been given a sword to punish crime, but we obey them for conscience sake 
as part of our worship of God.   We pay taxes and give respect.  Yet in all things we put God 
first and our obedience to the governing authorities is part of our worship of God.       



     
     
  
     
 
     


