
With this lesson, students analyze and categorize primary sources relating to the Mexican War. By categorizing, 
students more deeply read the sources provided. 

Supporting 
Question

What were the arguments for and against the Mexican War? 

Formative 
Performance Task

● Categorize primary sources 
● Complete graphic organizer regarding each point of view

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

7.6b  - Conflict and compromise with foreign nations occurred regarding the 
physical expansion of the United States during the 19th century. American 
values and beliefs, such as Manifest Destiny and the need for resources, 
increased westward expansion and settlement.

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

7.6.b.1 - Students will compare and evaluate the ways in which Florida, 
Texas, and territories from the Mexican Cession were acquired by the 
United States.

Sources Student Resources: 
● Copies of the primary sources, cut up for each group
● Copy of primary sources and exit ticket for each student
●

CLASSROOM VERSION - Teacher Resources:
● Presentation of organization categories (Google Slides Version)
● Primary sources and Exit Ticket (Google Slides Version)

DIGITAL VERSION 
● Pear Deck Version of lesson
● Google Slides Version of the lesson 

NOTE: Primary sources were modified for the reading level of the students, 
and to eliminate tangential information.   

● W.L.G. Smith, The Life and Times of Lewis Cass, 1856.
● Ernesto Chávez, ed., The U.S. War with Mexico: A Brief History with 

Documents. Bedford/St. Martins, 2008.
● Congressional Globe, House of Representatives, 29th Congress, 2nd Session, 

Feb. 11, 1847, p. 387.
● Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States. Harper Perennial, 

reprint 2005.
● Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States: 1492 to Present 

(Harper Collins, 2011), Chapter 8.
● Marion Mills Miller, Ed. Great Debates in American History: Volume I, 

Mini-Print Corp, 1970.
● Frederick Douglass to William and Robert Smeal, 29 April 1847; Frederick 

Douglass Papers, Series 3: Correspondence, Volume 1: 1842-1852, edited by 
John McKivigan. Yale University Press, 2009.

● Charles Sumner, "On Slavery and the Mexican War," a speech delivered at a 
public meeting in the Tremont Temple, November 5, 1846, Charles Sumner, 
The Works of Charles Sumner. Boston: Lee & Shepherd, 1875.

Social Studies 
Practices

Comparison and Contextualization - Point of View



Assign the exit ticket to students for homework or as an end of class activity.   

Procedure:

Before Class:
Make Copies of the hand outs for class. Also make sure to read through each of the primary 
sources before discussing them with your class.

1. In order to complete this activity, I have students look at two versions of the documents.  For 
the first session, I cut up the documents so that each is separate.  My desks are placed in 
pairs, so each pair of students gets one set of documents. The second set are kept whole.  
This way, students can take the documents home, and read through the documents to 
complete the exit ticket.  

2. Go over the Mexican War with students.  I’ve included a slide in the powerpoint from my 
lesson regarding Westward Expansion to facilitate review.  I specifically discuss the border 
dispute with the students that led to the Mexican War.  This helps them to understand the 
controversy that surrounded the writing of the documents that have been included. 

3. I then distribute the stacks of cut up documents to each pair of student desks.  I present 
each little challenge on the projector, and then have students categorize the documents on 
their desks.  This worked really well.  The students were scanning the documents carefully, 
and taking with their partners about the correct category.  You could offer an incentive to 
those who categorize the most correctly, but I didn’t find this to be necessary.  

4. The last “challenge” is actually the students’ opinion.  Some students catch onto this really 
quickly, while others were trying their best to organize the documents on the sliding scale.  I 
gave the students a few minutes with this challenge, and then asked them which the found 
the most convincing, and why.  The students discussed the emotions in the documents, and 
the amount of evidence provided by each.  I then handed out the second version of the 
documents with the exit ticket for students to complete. 

With this lesson, students analyze and categorize primary sources relating to the Mexican War. By categorizing, 
students more deeply read the sources provided. 

Digital Version - Procedure:

Assigning the Lesson - You can assign the 
presentation in Google Classroom (Classwork - 
Create)  and then click make a copy for every 
student. This way, students will each have their 
own simulation to work through, and their own 
text boxes to complete. 

This version has been written to be completed through Google Slides and Google Classroom. Some 
of the questions have been modified so that students can complete them without teacher support 
Instead of utilizing the historical background timeline slide, students watch a video about the 
Mexican War. Since it’s really difficult to have students sort the documents digitally, I instead have 
them analyze the documents separately. Teachers can still lead a whole class discussion about the 
reliability of each document. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Westward-Expansion-Territorial-Expansion-Stations-Activity-Geographic-Context-3034283?utm_source=MexicanCessionDoc&utm_campaign=Reference

