
1

Active Learning

Georgian College Centre for
Teaching & Learning, 2004

Workshop Objectives

Define active learning
Review concepts
Participate in active learning exercises
Summarize

Define active learning

Build a word diagram

doing
evaluating

???
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Active Learning, defined

Learning in which the learner is the 
principle driving force, with the instructor 
as the facilitator of the process. Could 
include experiential learning, 
co-operative learning, and problem 
solving. 
www.bath.ac.uk/e-learning/glossary.htm

Active Learning, defined

project-based learning in which active 
student participation in the learning 
process is promoted; the teacher acts as 
a facilitator of the student learning 
experience rather than a one-way 
provider of information. 
www.ed.gov/pubs/SER/Diversity/glossary.html

Active Learning, defined

Any approach that engages learners by 
matching instruction to the learner's 
interests, understanding, and 
developmental level. Often includes 
hands-on and authentic activities. 
glossary.plasmalink.com/glossary.html



3

Active Learning, defined

usually contrasted with a straight lecture 
method, active learning involves 
students in course material through 
carefully constructed activities which 
range from "buzz groups," in which pairs 
of students discuss material during a 
calculated pause in a lecture, to role-
playing, case studies, group projects, 
and seminars. 
www.evergreen.edu/washcenter/resources/acl/iii2.html

Active Learning, defined

students solve problems, answer 
questions, formulate questions of their 
own, discuss, explain, debate, or 
brainstorm during class, as opposed to 
the more conventional instructor-
centered methods 
musgrave.cqu.edu.au/clp/clpsite/glossary.htm

Active Learning, defined

A process of learning new ideas, skills 
and attitudes through what we do at work 
or in other behavioral situations. It is 
about learning from doing, performing, 
and taking action. The action can be 
either mental (e.g. reflection) or physical 
(e.g. case study). It uses such devices 
as games, simulations, introspection, 
role playing, etc. 
www.neiu.edu/~dbehrlic/hrd408/glossary.htm
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Active Learning, defined

is learning which requires students to 
participate in relevant exercises to 
investigate situations, apply their 
knowledge, reflect on their experience or 
seek solutions to problems. 
www.sh.plym.ac.uk/eds/lthe/glossary.htm

Active Learning, defined

involves situations where students are fully 
engaged (usually move around) and are involved 
in doing things beyond the scope of just receiving 
information.
150.176.163.237/phlee/Staff_Development/pages/glos/glosprt.htm
The process of learning through interactions with 
active content.
www.alike.com/html/main_html/glossary.html
learning driven primarily by the learner, with the 
instructor acting as a facilitator.
www.studypages.com/en/html/SLI_GlossaryOfTerms.html
Learning experiences in which the students are 
physically active. 
www.annikeris.com/glossary_a.html

Clarification Pause

Pause after new information, idea, or 
concept is presented
Move around the room
Ask if anyone requires further 
explanation, discussion, examples, etc.
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Exercise 1

One minute paper
Reflect & write: Summarize how you 
conceptualize active learning based on this 
workshop (so far) and your own 
teaching/learning experiences.
Present: We will present our ideas to each 
other.
Discuss: Consider and comment on each 
other’s ideas, observations.

Exercise 2

Affective Response
Group 1: “Canadians will have better health 
care if they pay for it themselves.  
Governments are inept re. public health.”
Group 2: “Teachers instruct best by 
modeling themselves on their own 
teachers.”
Group 3: “Canada should reinstate the 
death penalty.  It’s the only way to lower 
violent crime.”

Exercise 3

Student summary of another’s answer –
promotes active listening.
Question: What is meant by the 
“Socratic Method”?
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Exercise 4

Immediate Feedback – flash images

Exercise 5

Quotations – who said
“Education is what survives when what 
has been learned has been forgotten.”
B. F. Skinner, New Scientist, May 21, 
1964, US psychologist (1904 - 1990)
What does he mean?

Exercise 6

Motivating critical thinking skills in 
pairs: answer true or false?

All statements in this 
yellow box are false.
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Summary

Active learning extends traditional lecture 
format classes.  It is strongly associated 
with collaborative learning strategies.
Lectures are good for presenting info
Active learning strategies help students 
integrate info and construct knowledge
Active learning requires students to do 
something and to think about what they 
are doing.


