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About Dr. Jason 
Dr. Jason Jewell is a father of seven homeschooled kids and the 

chairman of the department of humanities at Faulkner University. He has 

advanced degrees in humanities and history and teaches courses both in 

European history and in great books. Jason is the associate editor of the 

journal of faith in the Academy and has a special interest in the 

intersection of Christianity and culture. 

Key Ideas 
● C.S. Lewis’ Abolition of Man was originally a series of lectures given at Cambridge University. 

Lewis was concerned that the way people were talking about education and values in society 
were shifting toward the same ideas that animated totalitarian governments like Nazi Germany. 
He gave these lectures as a warning in hopes of calling attention to these dangerous shifts.  

● In Lewis’ book, he points out that traditional values and cultural norms founded in objective truth 
are being “conquered” and replaced with an ever expanding subjectivism. It is happening 
through academia and can be found in textbooks written for children. We are continuing to see 
this trend today with the immersion of postmodernism.  

● In Lewis’ book, he references Plato’s idea of the three parts of the human person, our intellect, 
our appetites and our sentiment. In some ways, modern education seeks to eliminate the 
sentiment which then destroys the sense that is there to guide them to live ethically. In our 
homeschools, we should place a high priority on the formation of character. 
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● Ethical values are going to be transmitted through education whether you want them to be or 
not. There is no such thing as a morally neutral curriculum. Instead, removing ethics from 
academics only teaches children to divorce ethical considerations from all the most important 
things in life. This is not what we want.  

● One of the best ways to hone our sense of what is true, good and beautiful is to engage heavily 
in the Great Books. 

Quotables 
“You [can] go all around the world and there's always been a recognition on the part of these great 

world civilizations that values have an objective quality to them. Our rules of morality and ethics 
correspond to something real in the world, in the external world. It's not just something that we come 
up with out of our own heads. It's something that the external world demands this response from us.”  

Dr. Jewell 
“C.S. Lewis points out that young children are being subtly encouraged...to abandon the tradition of 

ethics and morality that has defined our civilization for thousands of years.” 

Dr. Jewell 
“The transmission of ethical values can't be taken out of education. It's going to happen one way or 

the other.” 

Dr. Jewell 
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Time Stamps 
3:09 meet Jason Jewell 
3:55 the historical context behind Abolition of Man 
6:28 relevance for Lewis’ ideas today 
9:40 overview of big ideas in the book 
11:28 eliminating the sentiment 
24:45 the meaning of “Men without Chests” 
30:05 outlining Lewis’ idea of “The Way” or the tradition of ethical values  
39:57 controlling future generations 
47:45 applying Abolition of Man to education  
55:50 honing our sense of what is true, good and beautiful in Morning Time 
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