
 

 1 

PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       January 20, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 in the Penn State Extension’s Conference Room (8 South Carlisle 

Street), New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommuting software, with members 

participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. 
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Donny Bartch, and Dave Rice with .Tom 

Graupensperger and Dana Cotton participating virtually, through the Zoom meeting 

arrangements. Commissioner Brenda Watson was in attendance as the County 

Commissioners’ liaison to the County Planning Commission. Jason Finnerty was present 

representing the staff. Steve Deck was also present representing staff and handling the 

logistics of the virtual meeting participation. 

 

2. REORGANIZATION 

 

Chairman Turner asked the PCPC members if there were any nominations for the officer 

positions for 2021.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice, to keep the same slate of officers from 2020. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Funkhouser and passed unanimously. The officers for 2021 are Mr. 

Turner, Chairman, Mr. Graupensperger, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Shaffer, Secretary, and Mr. 

Rice, Treasurer. 

 

3. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the November 18, 2020 

monthly meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the 

members offered any edits. 

 

 Mr. Funkhouser motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mr. Rice seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Tom Palm was in attendance for the two subdivisions for approval consideration. The first 

file is #20-079 for Ronald L. Cree in Northeast Madison Township, and the second is for 

file #20-079 for the Stoltzfus family in Northeast Madison Township 

 

5. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 
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Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there were any communications 

from the monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items 

to bring to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Rice asked about the poultry operation in that was 

granted conditional approval in November. Mr. Finnerty mentioned the applicant 

provided revisions addressing the points in the county engineer’s review and the plan 

was stamped approved. He mentioned the applicant’s agent attempted to record only 

the signature page of the plan and staff coordinated with the County Register and 

Recorder and the applicant’s agent to make certain the appropriate plan sheets were 

recorded.  

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned the checks included a couple Local Planning Assistance 

signups for 2021. 

 

Mr. Funkhouser made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mr. Rice    

seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...…………………………………………....$3,108.10 

 

6. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Bartch motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2020 for filing 

subject to audit. Mr. Graupensperger seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty reported on the work that had been undertaken on the Spring 

Township Zoning Ordinance to complete the final draft to the Supervisor’s 

satisfaction.  

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Regarding transportation, Mr. Deck mentioned the traffic incident management 

(TIM) teams. Perry County participated in a joint exercise targeting the Grantville 

area. Secondly the TCRPC staff has created a web application to aid in visualization 

of crash data developed by PennDOT which should be unveiled soon. 

 

Initial work on the Planning Toolkit has begun. Surveys will be sent out to 

municipalities shortly to assess areas of need to help focus the project. 
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Arial photography for 2020 has been assembled across the region, which will be the 

base used to revise the land- use and land cover layer. 

 

The TCRPC will be working with HRG as the consultant to work with Dauphin, 

Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin Counties to develop the countywide action plans. The 

Contract with PADEP has been signed and we are awaiting authorization for the 

funding to be officially released. 

 

The Cumberland Perry Taskforce will continue meet in 2021 with four quarterly 

meetings. 

 

As a final item Steve mentioned there is a meeting scheduled for Friday with State 

Representative Perry Stambaugh who is serving as the alternate for Jim Turner. The 

meeting will be held to update the Representative of the projects listed on the 

Transportation Improvement Program. 

 

A copy of the progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan Implementation 

 

Mr. Finnerty stated the comprehensive plans surveys are now ready now to be placed 

on the website for public access and dissemination. He indicated he would like to have 

authorization from the PCPC to move forward. 

 

 It was the consensus of the PCPC members involved in discussion to move forward 

with the effort. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

  

Mr. Finnerty mentioned he is ready to initiate implementation of the HMP by seeking 

funding for the plan’s only floodplain buyout. He will begin the work of coordinating a 

meeting in the next few weeks to bring all involved together for a discussion as the best 

approach for moving forward. 

 

C.    Possible Subdivision Violation - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township (File 

#05-116) 

 

Mr. Finnerty shared three potential actions offered by the County Solicitor to 

undertake. He also provided a fourth option offered by Mr. Graupensperger. 

 

It was the consensus among the PCPC to let PennDOT’s highway occupancy permit 

revocation process move forward. They want to stay in touch as the process unfolds to 

determine if they have to undertake any specific actions to reach an acceptable 

conclusion.  Mr. Deck indicated he would let the PennDOT permit officer know of the 

PCPC’s decision. 
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D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

This item was addressed in 6.B.2. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approvals Report 

 

a) 20-079 Ronald L. Cree – Northeast Madison Township 

 

Mr. Palm presented the plan on behalf of his clients. 

 

Mr. Finnerty went through the list of requested modifications and recommended 

the relief being requested be granted. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to grant modifications to § 410.4.A.17 

regarding approval of the PA DEP Form B; § 410.4.B.9 regarding the bearings 

and distances for easements; § 410.4.B.1 regarding the plan scale; and § 515.1 for 

the self-sufficient arrangement of lots. Mr. Rice seconded the motion and passed 

unanimously. 

  

A motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to approve the plan without edit. Mr. 

Rice seconded the motion and passed unanimously. 

 

b) 21-006 Amos E. Stoltzfus, Katelyn S. Stoltzfus, Jacob F. Stoltzfus, and Katie S. 

Stoltzfus C/o Amos E. Stoltzfus - Northeast Madison Township 

 

Mr. Palm presented the plan on behalf of his clients. 

 

There was discussion regarding the potential flag-shapped arrangement for 

proposed lot 3. Mr. Palm did not agree that this was a flag lot. 

 

Mr. Finnerty indicated that there was no waiver request letter providing hardship 

 

Mr. Palm indicated he would approach his client’s regarding limitations on 

building on the back portion of the proposed lot. The PCPC members were in 

agreement on the plan displaying a covenant regarding construction 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to table the plan. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Rice and passed unanimously. 

 

2). Review and Report  
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Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. None of the members 

requested to see any of the plans on the Monthly Review Report list.  

 

Mrs. Cotton had a question related to the Matter Poultry operation in Juniata 

Township., particularly about a zoning comment on the review report. Mr. Finnerty 

explained the township has a zoning district specifically designated for intensive 

agricultural operations, and the separately identified agricultural district did not 

permit agricultural operations of the intensive CAFO variety. 

 

Mr. Fuinkhouser motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the 

monthly review report table. The motion was seconded by Mr. Rice and passed 

unanimously. Mrs. Cotton abstained citing a conflict of interest with respect to the 

Gina Beck subdivision plan in Spring Township  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B. Sewage Facility Planning 
 
1) 21-01 Michael C. and Robin L. Bailey - Oliver Township 

 
Mr. Finnerty explained staff reviewed a sewage facilities planning module in Oliver 

Township. The sewage planning module was for a proposed minor subdivision for 

Michael C. and Robin L. Bailey. 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice to ratify staff review of the Michael C. and Robin L. 

Bailey sewage planning module. The motion was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and 

passed unanimously. 

 

C. Other Matters 

 

1) PCPC Annual Report - Mr. Finnerty stated work on the draft version of the Perry 

County Annual Report is nearing conclusion and as soon as the Communications 

Coordinator is able to package it up. 

 

2) 2021 LPA Agreement - Bloomfield Borough (Level 2 - $1,200 (24 hours)) 

 

Mr. Finnerty stated three LPA agreements were received for was received by the 

office for Bloomfield Borough, Newport Borough and Spring Township.  

 

An omnibus motion was made by Mr. Rice to authorize the Chairman to sign all the 

three LPA program service agreements with Bloomfield Borough, Newport 

Borough and Spring Township. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fuinkhouser and 

passed unanimously.  

 

3) 2021 LPA Agreement - Bloomfield Borough (Level 2 - $1,200 (24 hours)) 
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Addressed in 8.B.2. 

 

4) 2021 LPA Agreement - Spring Township (Level 1 - $600 (12 hours)) 

 

Addressed in 8.B.2. 

 

5) Continuity of Operations Plan 

 

Mr. Deck explained the TCRPC’s Continuity of Operations Plan was prepared to 

service the TCRPC, HATS and the Planning Commissions of Dauphin and 

Cumberland County. He indicated the DCPC had approved the plan in December. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bartch to adopt the TCRPC Continuity of Operations 

Plan for the PCPC’s use. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton and passed 

unanimously.  

 

6) Intergovernmental review for general consistency for a DCED Grant for Perry 

County Main Street Revitalization Project - $300,000 

 

Mr. Finnerty indicated the office received a notification yesterday of a request for a 

letter of support for a grant application. He indicated because this was a county 

commissioners request the item was added to the agenda after the policy cutoff for 

the meeting. IT was the determination the request was generally consistent with 

respect to the comprehensive plan and a letter was prepared for the PCPC to 

consider. 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to authorize the chairman to sign the prepared 

letter. The motion was seconded by Mr. Funkhouser and passed unanimously.  

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, February 17, 2020 at 7:00 PM. The 

meeting will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s 

Memorial Building and via Zoom telecommuting software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 

 


