
Sermon 18: 1 Kings 8:54-66: Solomon’s Benediction
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INTRODUCTION

Most good Christian events happen around food.  And the dedication of the temple is 
another example of this.  We are approaching the end of Solomon’s prayer where he gives a
final benediction of praise, some final requests and an exhortation to Israel.  And then there
is a huge nationwide feast.  Solomon’s prayer has been very rich theologically as it has 
spoken to us about the God we are approaching and how to pray about our sins.  The last 
part of this prayer is no less rich.  Three things dominate this closing prayer.  Firstly, in v56 
Solomon blesses God for fulfilling His promises.  Secondly, Solomon requests God’s presence
and prayer hearing in v57-60.  And finally, Solomon exhort the people in v61.  And then 
there is the feast v62-66.

Praise

When Solomon began praying in v22 he was standing, at some point in His prayer he got on
his knees as our text reports, v54, ‘Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea
to the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD, where he had knelt with hands 
outstretched toward heaven.’  Now there is no rule about what posture we ought to take in 
prayer.  We teach our children to close their eyes so that they will not be distracted but 
Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven, John 11:41.  Many have been taught to pray with hands 
together, but Solomon and the NT church lifted holy hands to the Lord 1 Tim. 2:8.  Some 
have prayed lying prostrate on their faces, others have stood.  There is no commanded 
position.  As long as the action appropriately reflects the heart, this is what matters.  If the 
heart is overflowing and there is no bodily agreement, that can stifle your emotions, and 
likewise if there is action with no heart, that too is incongruous.  I would suggest any 
posture that does not lend itself to sleep or distraction is best.  

Solomon stands to bless the people and in His blessing He praises God, v56, ‘"Blessed be 
the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one
word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant.’  Feel the 
moment with Him.  Solomon has come to the end of a 7 year building project.  It is a 
spectacular building.  It has been dedicated and God has come down and given a visible and
manifest sign of His presence in the Temple.  But this is not a building project like any other
but the very end of a long line of promises and waiting.  Hundreds of years earlier Moses 
spoke about the people entering the land and resting, as well as a central place of worship.  
Israel has had to go through the exodus, the conquest, the time of the judges, the lives of 
David and Saul, and only now are those promises coming to pass, but coming to pass they 
are.  Solomon feels himself to be at a turning point in history where he has the privilege of 
seeing God fulfil these promises when other saints like Abraham and Isaac and Joseph and 
Moses had to view them from afar.  He stresses, ‘not one word has failed of all His good 
promise.’  

Two important promises are being fulfilled, rest and a centralised place of worship.  Deut. 
12:10-11, ‘But when you go over the Jordan and live in the land that the LORD your God is 



giving you to inherit, and when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you 
live in safety,11 then to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name 
dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings
that you vow to the LORD.’  

The notion of rest is one that spans the whole bible.  Adam was promised rest.  In the 
Garden of Eden, like Israel in Eden, Adam was to tend and keep the Garden in priestly and 
kingly fashion.  He was to make Eden a place holy to the Lord, and banish all evil from it, 
namely the Serpent.  If Adam proved obedient he would have entered the rest promised in 
the original Sabbath Day.  But Adam sinned, he did not enter into rest but was placed under
a curse and heavy burden of work. The whole story line of the Bible is a story of God 
helping mankind to find that rest Adam failed to enter into.  Then God makes a people from 
Abraham, the nation of Israel.  He puts them in a garden like Adam, and making them a 
nation of priests gives them the task of tending and keeping it, making a place holy to the 
Lord.  Israel was to cleanse the land and remain holy that God might give them rest in the 
land.  Joshua saw a measure of rest when leading the people in Conquest of the land.  But 
that deteriorated in the time of the judges when every man did what was right in His own 
eyes and the Lord punished with countless waves of enemies.  Then David came a long a 
man after God’s own heart, and he saw a measure of rest as he was used by God to put all 
God’s enemies down.  Solomon is living in the wake of David’s success, building on his 
shoulders and is amazed by the truthfulness of God’s promise of rest from enemies and a 
centralised place of worship.  But Solomon will fail and sin and the people of God will again 
lose their rest never to fully regain it as the nation is split in two, and both north and south 
are exiled.  The return from exile is a blessing but nothing like the fullness of rest promised 
by God.  The growing and desperate expectation is for that Son born of a woman who will 
put an end to the seed of the serpent and cleanse the earth and make it holy to the Lord.  
That is Jesus Christ He is the one who will give us rest and make a centralised place of 
worship for God.  

However, there is a surprise in how He does it.  Instead of coming like Joshua and David 
with sword in hand to put to death all the seed of the serpent, He comes to die for the sin 
of those who are His enemies, so that they can be rescued and redeemed.  He takes from 
that which was assigned and worthy of the garbage pile and makes us His people and holy 
to the Lord.  So before a major renovation takes place in the new creation there is first a 
rescue plan where redeemed sinners are employed to rescue other sinners.  Those who are 
rescued even enjoy a measure of the rest that the new creation promises experiencing 
peace with God.  Christ gives us rest from sin and satan and death, but our enjoyment 
comes in two stages, in the already but not yet.  Matt. 11:28-30, ‘Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.30 For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light."’  Sin cannot condemn us anymore, the devil does not own 
us anymore, death cannot kill us anymore, and one day all things will be made new. 

 Not only that Jesus has also made a new temple for God in His own body.  We who by the 
Spirit have been joined to Him have become a temple that will never suffer destruction or 
dismantling like every other temple Israel had.  The gates of hell will not prevail against this 
new worshipping place, for it is as indestructible as Jesus Himself.  He is securing for all 
eternity praise for God’s name by making His indestructible body the temple and uniting us 
to Him.  The Jews tried to break it down but He raised it to never be destroyed again on the
third day.  



Solomon was marvelling at the amazing way in which God has kept His promises, but we 
need to be further astounded because it is often the case that the fulfilment exceeds the 
promise.  Think on the promise of land, offspring and blessing given to Abraham.  The NT 
reveals that the ultimate fulfilment of these promises is not the land and people of Israel 
bringing in world peace.  No the fulfilment will be greater, we will receive not a better fallen 
Israel but a sinless creation, Israel will be an olive tree made up of all nations of Jew and 
Gentile not only Jews.  And the blessing brought to the nations is the ultimate overcoming 
of satan, in and death in salvation and new creation.  We can say more than Solomon when 
it comes to Gods promises, that not only has not one word failed, every word is over 
answered.  

Requests

Solomon then makes two key requests.  These two requests are foundational and 
necessary.  The first is in v57-58, ‘The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our 
fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us,58 that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk 
in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he 
commanded our fathers.’  Here is the most important prayer request we can ever pray, for 
the loving presence of God.  I don’t mean as many Charismatic would mean it today in an 
experiential sense that you feel Him.  Solomon is not asking for the felt presence of God but
the covenant presence of God.  When we come to God to ask things from Him, we ask too 
little if we do not seek God Himself.  Moses knew the value of this.  Remember the story of 
the golden calf in Exodus 32 where Israel got Aaron to make an idol because Moses was 
taking too long on the mountain.  God was ready to forsake Israel lest He destroy them, Ex. 
33:3.  God would give Israel the promised land, He would send an angel to go ahead of 
them to help them drive out the Canaanites, but He would not go with them.  Moses says, 
Ex. 3:15, ‘"If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here.’  To have the
land, and victory over the enemies without God is no good.  Our greatest need is God.  This 
is what Asaph discovered in Psalm 73 after nearly becoming an atheist due to the great 
difficulties he suffered, Ps. 73:25-26, ‘Whom have I in heaven but you?  And there is 
nothing on earth that I desire besides you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.’  Imagine having your wife’s cooking but not 
your wife, or your husband’s money but not your husband.  We must want God, not only His
benefits, for all His benefits come with Him.  

Solomon seeks God’s presence for a particular reason, ‘that He may incline our hearts to 
Him.’  Solomon knows that we need God in order to help us be holy, to keep God’s word.  
This is how Jesus put it, John 15:4-5, ‘Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.5 I am 
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.’  More of God in order to be more like God and 
do more of God’s will.  Sadly our hearts are saying, more of sin, less of God, less of church, 
less bible and prayer, more entertainment, etc.  Sin keeps us from God but God keeps us 
from sin.  

Solomon’s second request is found in verses 59-60, ‘Let these words of mine, with which I 
have pleaded before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day and night, and may he 
maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, as each day requires,60
that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is no other.’  When 
we want God to hear our prayer it is so that He will grant us some blessing.  ‘God hear me 
so that I can be happier….’  Solomon asks that all the things he has prayed namely that God
would be a prayer hearing, repentance receiving God, is so that the people of the earth may



know that God is the only true God.  God prosper my business, give me good health, give 
me a wife, bless our church, what for?  So that God would be blessed among the nations.  
All things exist for the glory of God, and we should for the greatest things we can have, God
and His prayer answering power, in order to bring glory to God.  In light of this Solomon 
exhorts the people to obey God with their whole hearts, as this is critical in the OT to 
presence, aid, prayer, witness and blessing, v61, ‘Let your heart therefore be wholly true to 
the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, as at this day."’

Feast

Then comes the food.  It consisted of eating together in the presence of God from the 
fellowship/peace offerings.  Since the whole nation had been called together there was a lot 
of meat to go around.  We are told that 22 000 oxen and 120, 000 sheep.  This was done 
over a seven day period but the huge bronze altar was not big enough so the whole court 
yard had to be consecrated for the job, v64.  We are told that there were burnt offerings, 
grain offerings and fellowship offerings.  The burnt offering was one of the more important 
of the offerings for sin.  The offering was exclusively to be male, because this was 
considered the more valuable animal.  The worshipper would bring the animal to the door of
the holy place, then put his hand on the animals head and lean his weight upon it, perhaps 
he would confess his sins, or sing at this point, this indicated that the worshippers sins had 
been put onto the animal.  The worshipper would then have to cut the animals throat, and 
some of the blood would be caught in a bowl.  The worshipper would then have to skin the 
animal if it were a bull, giving the hide  to the priests, and cut up the animal into pieces.  
The priests would sprinkle the blood on the altar cleansing it, and then arrange the cut up 
animal on the altar, washing it with water to remove dung or urine.  The whole animal is 
then burnt up with no one eating any part of it.  

Now what would the meaning of this sacrifice have been?  Well, the fact that the animal 
would have to be unblemished underscores it’s importance as opposed to some of the peace
offerings which did allow for slightly blemished animals.  And the expense incurred against 
the worshipper would have been felt deepening the sobriety of the moment, but the 
significance of the three offerings is that they are offerings, they are free will offerings given
in gratitude and worship to God.  The fact that the whole animal is burnt up on the altar 
reminds us of total consecration, and it is probably the burnt offering that Paul has in mind 
when he calls us to be living sacrifices in Rom. 12:1.  What is significant regarding these 
three sacrifices is that even though they are free will gifts to God, the worshipper must still 
be cleansed.  This is done in the case of animal sacrifices by placing ones hand on the 
animal and confessing ones sin, or in the case of the grain offering of mixing the sacrifice 
with salt and the excluding of leaven.  This reminds us that worship that is from the heart 
which is spontaneous and is not offered in a habitual, but in a spontaneous manner is 
important.  And we can also see the importance of worshipping God as cleansed and holy 
people.  We should not open our mouths to worship God unless we have confessed our sins,
we are approaching a holy God who has not changed.

The grain offering is a lesser offering to the burnt offering, and God only demands a portion 
of it giving the rest for the provision of the priests.  It is to this that Paul refers in 1 Cor. 
9:13-14 (ESV).  “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get 
their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 
offerings?  In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel 
should get their living by the gospel.”



The fellowship offering was a free will offering usually given in worship for an answer to 
prayer, etc.  It differs from the Burnt offering in that not all the animal is burnt.  The 
kidneys, liver and attaching fat are given to God, firstly because the fat was considered the 
best part, especially when it was cooked, and the inner parts possibly refer to the heart 
which should be given to God.  Then the best part of the offering came when a meal would 
be enjoyed in the holy place in the presence of God.  The Fellowship offering has been 
compared to Communion.  This offering was one that you had to be ceremonially clean for 
and one in which you rejoiced in God’s goodness and provision, we too are called to 
approach the Lord’s table in a worthy manner remembering the sacrifice of Christ.

 A temple dedicated to God, the whole realm of the king present and rejoicing in God and 
God’s king, the people of God enjoying rest and a glorious and triumphant meal in the 
presence of God, we cannot help but think of the marriage supper of the Lamb.  This event 
not only reminds us of the important things we ought to ask in prayer and the proper 
motives in praying but it reminds us of the glorious day that is coming when we will be 
having such a meal in the presence of God.                   


