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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, February 19, 2018 at the Richfield Town Hall.   The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Frigault, K. Seamon, R. Seamon. Board Member Eckler was absent. 

Motion by Palumbo to pay all claims with three signatures, second by K. Seamon.  Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.

			A General				$    11,071.23
			B General 				$         608.00
			DA Highway				$     16,074.03
			DB Highway				$	  363.01
			SL Street Lighting			$          151.98
						Total		$      28,268.25

Motion by K. Seamon to approve January 15, 2018 minutes. Second by Frigualt,
Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes

Highway Superintendent Tim Proctor asked the Board to sign the Highway Expenditure Agreement. All Board Members signed the Highway Expenditure Agreement. Proctor reports that fuel bids need to be advertised. 

Motion by Palumbo to advertise fuel bids, Second by K. Seamon. 
Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes

Proctor handed out a request letter from Mr. & Mrs. Bailey on Gulf Rd for a speed reduction. The Board needs to approach the State; the Town does not have control.

County Representative Keith McCarty suggested going to the county and they would put in the request. McCarty asked if any of the town roads are posted.

Councilman R. Seamon- no town roads are posted

Highway Superintendent Proctor stated that it could get costly to sign all town roads. 

Councilman R. Seamon asked Proctor who is responsible for marking telephone boxes? 
Proctor- it is the Phone Company’s responsibility to mark them. He will contact Verizon to see about getting them marked.

Clerk M. Young, reported that $912,052.98 have been collected in taxes. $332,563.18 need to be collected. Deputy Clerk, Pam DiLiberto came in 1-2 times a week in the month of January to help with tax collection. As of February 1, 2018, all funds have been paid to the Supervisor. 
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The County Health Department will hold a rabies clinic on May 10, 2018 at Richfield Town Hall from 6:00-8:00pm.

Planning Board Chairman Don Urtz reported on the Center State Propane special permit application. Chairman Urtz stated that, bottom line; it does not go along with the Land Use Ordinance. For that reason, the Planning Board had no other choice than to reject it.

County Representative Keith McCarty reported the County has a new Chairman of the Board, David Bliss from Middlefield. 

The Event Grant application deadline is February 28, 2018 at midnight.
Andrew Christmann is the new Deputy Treasurer for Otsego County. 

There is a committee looking at how the County Government operates. There may be a resolution this fall or a vote to see if we should go to a County Manager. There has been discussion on term limits from 2-4 years, and on staggering them.

The Otsego County Office of the Aging  is required to keep an Advisory Council with at least 50% of the memberships being of the age of 60 years and older. District 9 is lacking in members. If anyone is interested, McCarty would provide contact information. 

Comprehensive Plan

Supervisor Palumbo stated that the next step of the Comprehensive Plan is to start forming subcommittees.
Councilman K. Seamon would like to leave the subcommittee with who is on it now. It is going to go through a lot of people after that committee has finished.   The plans will still have to go through the Planning Board and the Town Board. If new members are brought on at this point, the whole process would have to start over.
Supervisor Palumbo asked: is this a zoning committee? He has concerns that the committee will now be closed to the public. 

Councilman Frigault stated there is still a lot of opportunity for people to impact the direction, to add or subtract.  

Councilman R. Seamon stated, by adding more people on at this point, it will slow down the process. 

Attorney Kennedy recommended making a motion to name the members of the Zoning Commission. 
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Attorney Kennedy explained, this commission is recommending a draft to the Planning Board who will then review the draft, perhaps recommend amendments to that draft, then it will come before the Town Board. It will go through a variety of stages. 

Supervisor Palumbo had concerns that the Board in the past has taken letters of interest when forming a new committee, and this time they are not. 

Carol Frigault- “I see this as just a formalization; it is not a new entity.” 
 
Motion by Frigault to create a Zoning Commission, the members being:  Daniel Sullivan, Carol Frigault, Michael Marmet, & PJ Baunach, Second by R. Seamon. Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes
Old Business
Highway Superintendent Proctor reported there was an issue with the seals on the new doors. The manufacturer came out to resolve the problem. Three new doors have been delivered, and will be installed within the next week. 


Proctor has filled required paper work to be reimbursed for all bridge money. Funds are expected to be received in March 2018.
Councilman R. Seamon introduces RESOLUTION #3 OF 2018, A RESOLUTION REQUESTING A TRAFFIC STUDY FOR OTSEGO COUNY ROUTE 25 STARTING NEAR 830 COUNTY ROUTE 25 AND TO END AT THE WEST END OF THE RICHFIELD TOWN LINE OF COUNTY ROUTE 25, Second by Frigault. Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes
Attorney Agreement
Supervisor Palumbo read a letter submitted by Councilman Eckler –See Attachment 1.
Attorney Kennedy responded to Councilman Eckler’s email:
Attorney Kennedy stated that Councilman Eckler was not present at the January meeting, nor was he present for the February meeting. 
Ms. Kennedy stated, yes, if the board elected to have her follow the same model as Mr. Merzig has followed in the past, she is willing to do so, but it has to be transmitted that it does not mean you can pick and choose which parts of her offer versus Mr. Merzig’s offer are best. 
It has also come to light that there is no signed contract with Mr. Merzig at this time. 
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Ms. Kennedy will invoice the town at the rate of $90 per hour and agreed to accept the cap of $300 per month.  There is a high likelihood that the cap will not be reached each month. 
Ms. Kennedy stated, the email submitted by Mr. Eckler does not give a full picture as to the various considerations that have resulted in the engagement letter that has been prepared.
Ms. Kennedy stated for the public that her engagement agreement states: $90 per hour regardless if it is litigation or non-litigation. The fees are capped at $300 per month; if the cap is not reached she will forgo that portion of the fee.
Ms. Kennedy asked for some flexibility on how she will apply the credit she offered to the Town. 
Councilman Frigault responded to Councilman Eckler’s letter: “The tax payers are going to spend about $1000 more this year than what was budgeted.” He stated it is the right time for us to spend more money on legal representation. 
Motion by Frigault to accept Engagement Agreement submitted by Attorney Michelle Kennedy, Second by R. Seamon. Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes
The Court audits have been completed and will be sent to Albany.
Supervisor Palumbo received a report from the DOT stating that they are limited in their capability to restrict the routes that XNG trucks want to take. 
New Business
Fuel Bids need to be in by March 19, 2018. The specifications have been written up and are ready to be advertised. The bids will be opened at the March 19, 2018 Town Board Meeting. 
NYSEG wants to upgrade the transmission line that runs from the substation West down RT 20. NYSEG is considering a few options. One option is to remain within the existing corridor where the lines are currently. Another option is to go on the South side of RT 20. More research will need to be done. 
Councilman R. Seamon reported that NYSEG has fixed the lights on Monticello Street. 
Supervisor Palumbo has received two grant opportunities. A yearly opportunity from Arbor Day Council, for tree, mulch, soil, stakes. 
Maureen Blanchard sent information on “A Safe Route to Parks” grant. 
The Annual Update Document for 2017 is available for review in the Clerk’s office. 
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The Transfer Station filing is due in March and has been submitted.
Motion by Palumbo to move $500 from A1990.4 to A1010.4 for Town Board training cost. Second by R. Seamon, Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes
Councilman K. Seamon would like to set a schedule to go over and update the current Personnel File and the Procurement Policy. The Board will start the process by looking over pages 1-6 and will discuss any changes at the March 19, 2018 meeting. 
Motion by Palumbo to adjourn at 8:24, second by Frigault. All Board Members in favor. 

___________________________
Maggie Young, Clerk






