
Seven	signs	of	the	Saviour	#7		
 
John 11 (Reading: Jn 11:17-37)  
 
Before first picture - ‘Wake up Lazarus - Lazarus come out’. The shock of the story.  
 

Shakespeare’s	Dead.		
 
01 Shakespeare’s Dead poster  

 
A morbid fascination with death, not a vivid fascination with life!  
 

Seven	Signs	It's	the	Saviour		
 
02 Revision slide 



 
03 Water into wine 

 
04 Healing the official’s son 



 
05 Healing at the pool 

 
06 Feeding the 5,000 



 
07 Walking on water 

 
08 Healing the blind man 



 
 
[https://commons.wikimedia.org/ , provided by Distant Shores Media/Sweet 
Publishing under CC-BY-SA 3.0 licence  
 
09 … and now raising Lazarus from the dead. 

 
 



[ https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/asset/the-raising-of-
lazarus/eQEXwT_jaZv_Bg by Jean Jouvenet (c. 1711) from the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art collection]  
 
What do the signs say about who Jesus is and what he came for? Something to 
ponder for next week.  
 

Different	perspectives		
 
10 Oxford picture (by me) 

  
 
Lectio divina with City Limits inspired by Lent course. Benefit of seeing connections 
(although seven signs didn’t standout). No one place where you can see everything - 
like views of Oxford.  
 
Fresh appreciation of John’s careful construction - an orchestrated approach. For 
example Jn 9 as almost comic relief. Jn 11 takes place not long before the crucifixion, 
about three years into his ministry but only about halfway through the gospel - like in 
our stained glass.  
 

What’s	in	the	story?		
 
11 Famous painting (again) 



 
12 Famous painting… zoom in. 

 
 
Jesus is not surprised at the news of Lazarus being sick. It seems odd that he waits 
but we know he carefully listens to the Father (Jn 5:19). Likewise this explains his 
willingness to head into dangerous territory. Note how disciples take a bit longer to 
catch on.  



 
The section of the passage used for the reading was the most emotionally wrought. 
Both Mary and Martha are shown to be women of faith (cf Luke 10) but both are 
wrestling with the anguish of faith seemingly being at odds with their present 
experience. We know it isn’t the full story… but for most of us it is a story we know for 
ourselves. v35 as a good place to start if you want to memorise scripture but we 
mustn’t be flippant about it - the fact Jesus stands alongside us in our emotional 
experience makes this sentence among the most ‘comfortable words’ in the Bible. We 
also have the statement ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ - another series of seven 
things in John’s gospel.  
 
God’s timing is not our timing. Sometimes he acts before we expect it - like the official 
discovered in Jn 4, where healing happened when Jesus spoke it, not a day later 
when the official got close to home. Here the right time is after everyone except Jesus 
seems to have given up. Did your hope seem to die? Hold on a little longer.  
 
We don’t know exactly how long Lazarus lived after his resurrection but there is no 
indication it was of the same order as Christ’s own resurrection and no-one claims 
that Lazarus didn’t die again. Some traditions have him escaping to Cyprus and later 
becoming a bishop in the early church but we don’t know for sure. We do know there 
were powerful people who wanted him - and Jesus - dead and buried. This might be 
why this amazing story only gets mentioned in John’s gospel, which is understood to 
have been the last of the four gospels written, probably towards the end of the first 
century when Lazarus was safely out of the way. The other gospels were almost 
certainly much earlier so perhaps they kept quiet to keep him safe?  

	
Only	connect		
 
13 Go back to wider Lazarus picture. 



 
 
Links to chapter 12. Mary’s extravagant sacrifice (think of those who get inspired to 
raise money for charity). Ongoing threat to Lazarus’s life.  
 
Nb Thomas - let us go then and die. Link to his more famous words.  
 
Conclusion - not freedom from problems but life in all its fulness (chapter 10)  
 
 
 
	


