
On the Twenty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time Jesus cautions us about the difficulty of the Christian life, saying many will be 
unable to “enter through the narrow gate.” Jesus indicates it is those we do not expect who will be the first in the Kingdom: 
“Some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”

Monday is the Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Wednesday is the Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle, 
with its own special readings, and Saturday the Memorial of Saint Monica.

For the first reading we begin with a few selections from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians and then we move to 
readings from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians for the next several weeks.

Matthew's Gospel this week includes stories of Jesus strongly challenging the Pharisees. He saw how they made people's lives 
so difficult by their insistence on the rules and appearances while neglecting mercy and good faith. He chides them for paying 
attention to the extraneous and not the message: “Blind guides, who strain out the gnat and swallow the camel!” His criticism 
grows stronger: “On the outside you appear righteous, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and evildoing.” Jesus teaches 
about preparation: Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.” In the parable of the ten maidens who 
go out to meet the bridegroom, many of the women did not prepare for the meeting and do not have enough oil for their lamps 
and Jesus says again, “Stay awake.” Saturday's gospel is the dramatic story of the three servants who are given resources by their 
master and rewarded or punished for what they did with the resources they had.

Sunday is the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time. We are encouraged to embrace humility. The first reading from the Book 
of Sirach says it simply: “Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.” In Luke's gospel is 
a beloved story of Jesus saying, “do not recline at table in the place of honor” at a banquet. “For every one who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Like physical exercises which build strength and stamina, these exercises for finding intimacy with God in our everyday lives 
involve practice. Nobody ever got good at soccer or baseball, running or dancing without careful practice that becomes a habit, 
a way of life. And, no one even attempts such a regimen without great desire. The same is true with having a better relationship 
with our Lord. It takes great desire to sustain a routine of reflection and affective, intimate conversation. Such prayerful focus 
and connectedness takes discipline, but it quickly becomes natural. And, the rewards are phenomenal.

We can practice this week by asking ourselves some deep questions in the background of our life each day. Beginning each day 
by briefly expressing a desire to be more self-aware and transparent with our Lord, we can ask ourselves some probing questions.

In what ways am I a hypocrite? How do I use a double standard - harsher on others than I am on myself? How do I like to appear 
as a religious person, but actually lack mercy and deeds of charity? Am I a good steward of the gifts with which God has 
entrusted me?

As I grow in the ability to reflect throughout the day, I might try to recognize my inner spirit, my attitudes, the ways I respond. 
It is a way of staying alert and places me with my Lord in conversation, in the background as I make decisions, as I experience 
my reactions to events and people. Sometimes, I might just be saying “Thank you, Lord,” expressing gratitude for what I've been 
given. At other times, that will quickly turn to a reflection on how I will be a good steward of those gifts. Hearing the readings 
this week, I might want to monitor how my fears or my laziness might prevent me from being bold about using the gifts the Lord 
has given me to build up the Kingdom in my world.

Preparing for celebrating God's love on Sunday, I can focus on the readings for and ask to be more humble in my life. Who is 
“the poor, the crippled, the lame” person who needs to be invited more deeply into my life?

Help me Lord to hear your word to me, even when it challenges me. Open my heart and guide me to use my talents to serve 
you. Teach me to be generous, Lord.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

Daily Reflection – 21 August 2022

Keep a Knockin’

“For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”  (Luke 13:30)

Often the words of scripture enfold us in comfort and hope.  “For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; 
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”  In God’s kingdom, fullness surpasses emptiness.  Hunger and thirst are 
sated.  Restless hearts find peace.   We knock.  To our astonished eyes, the door opens.  Light pierces the gloom outside.  We 
say yes and enter.  A celebration is unfolding.  God’s kingdom does not run on scarcity.  The abundance of salvation is a 
promise and a dream.

In today’s gospel the door stays closed.  The one who knocks is rebuffed.  What goes wrong?  Salvation does not swing open with 
a buzzer.  Jesus says some strength is required to enter.  A desultory wish does not move the master of the house.  “But, God, have 
pity.  We are worried and dejected.  Weighed down, our hands droop.  Our knees tremble.”  The Lord is not indifferent to 
drooping limbs.  But God attends to our spirit.  Am I distracted and bitter?  Am I anxious and compulsive?  God is present but I 
am far away.  Come back.  Come back and knock again.

The master repeats, “I don’t know where you are from.”  I answer.  “I’m from Omaha.  Check my resume; there you find degrees, 
jobs, and achievements.  Add photos of children, grandchildren, and dogs.  These are the tracks I leave on the earth.  Now, please, 
let me in.”

The Lord wants us.  We are the offering.  The gate is narrow because each person is a wondrous whole that fills the space.  We 
bring what didn’t make it onto the resume: our failures and deep desires.  Our hopes and regrets.  Our fears and love. 

At last, the door opens.  We enter only to be sent out as messengers.  Isaiah calls us fugitives for God.  People from every nation 
are invited.  No one is excluded from salvation.  What a surprise when the guests arrive.  The A-list is not whom we expected.  
The lowly and forgotten heed the call.  The mailbox for others is full.   They miss the invitation.  But God does not quit on us.

We keep a knockin’.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/082122.html
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GIFT Contributions. This being the 3rd weekend of the month, there will be a call for contributions for the GIFT (Giving 
in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Support the organisa-
tions and projects of the archdiocese by making a monthly giving pledge. Or, give via PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). GIRO 
forms, cheques or cash can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and dropped into the [parish to specify whether it is “collection 
bags” or “collection boxes” as is the practice for first collection during this Covid period]. More info at 
catholicfoundation.sg

CHARIS have started a campaign to raise money for those who are afflicted in India and 
Bangladesh due to the South Asia Floods. In event that there are parishioners who wishes 
to donate to this cause, they may contribute via the following method: 

CHEQUE 
Please crossed the cheque, payable to “CHARIS HAF”, bearer only (i.e. strike out “Or 
Bearer”), indicate “India Bangladesh Flood” at the back of the cheque, and send it to: 
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS) 
55 Waterloo Street #07-02 Catholic Centre  Singapore 187954 
 
ONLINE DONATION (Credit Card or PayNow) 
Please visit makehopehappen.charis-singapore.org 
At this moment, we ask also for your prayers for those impacted by the flood.  

Would you like to experience the fullness of marital joy?

Come and discover the fullness of marital joy.  Be empowered as a couple and live a fulfilling family life.

We bring to you the latest church teachings on family life and life skills to build stronger marriages and raise emotionally 
well-balanced children. 

Come for a no obligation preview of these sessions on 4 Sep 2022 starting from 1pm - 5.30pm at the Church of Divine 
Mercy. The sessions run from 4 Sep till 30 Oct 2022. There’s a dedicated team to take care of your kids including infants 
for all sessions!

Register NOW and make God the cornerstone of your marriage!

Please contact Julian at 97908065 or Andrea at 98579075, visit www.cep-sg.org or message us via facebook.com/SG.CEP

Module 5 of My Personal Moral Compass 2022 - By Rev Fr David Garcia, O.P.

The breakneck speed of the development of Covid vaccines has shown once again the great promise of medical science in 
improving human well-being. However, new and powerful technologies once unimaginable to previous generations also 
give rise to complicated moral questions.

Join us as we consider how a Catholic can think about complex issues surrounding reproductive technologies, abortion, 
gene therapy, sex change surgery, and many others. Let us explore these questions and many more!

Module 5 of the 2022 run of My Personal Moral Compass will start on 1 September 2022. It will be held weekly on 
Thursdays over Zoom live from 7:30 to 9:30 pm for seven weeks.

To register: https://forms.office.com/r/ePSeD3QqAn

For enquiries, please email Caritas Singapore at mpmc@caritas-singapore.org





tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 
these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


