
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sept. 5 Convertible Ride 
 

Sept. 9 Whole-Church Worship & Picnic 
 

Sept. 16 Return to Fall Worship  
 service times: 8:45 & 11:00 

 

  Bible Friends Program Begins 
 

  Youth Group Kick-Off Party 
 

Sept. 23 Growing in Faith Classes Resume 
 and Children’s “Taste and See” 
 program begins 
   

  Food & Fellowship Sign Up Deadline 
 

Sept. 30 PW Mum Sale 
 

  Human Trafficking Panel  
 Discussion, C.A.S. event 

 

Oct. 7 World Communion Sunday 
 

  CROP Walk 
 

Oct. 14 Blackthorn Celtic Music Band 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Worship Service 
Schedule 

 

Sunday, September 9 
One whole-church worship 

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, September 16  
Worship service times return to the 

Fall/Winter schedule: 
 

Traditional Service  
begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 

The Gathering Service  
begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, September 23 
Growing in Faith classes resume:  

10-11 a.m. 
(see page 6 for details) 

 

It’s time for the annual  
Presbyterian Women  

 

Fall Mum Sale 
Sunday, September 30 

beginning at 8:00 a.m.  
in the Lounge 

 

8” pots of beautiful mum plants 
in a variety of colors will be sold 

for $6.00 each! 
 

All proceeds go to the missions  
of the Presbyterian Women 

  

& 
Do you like good food and 

interesting conversation? Sign up for  
Food & Fellowship! 

 

F&F is a series of four casual meals 
from October to June, with eight 
people in attendance. It’s a great  
way to meet new friends in our 

church family, or get to know others 
more deeply. 

 
Sign up on Sundays now thru 

September 23 

1,000 Hours of Service in October! 
 

The Mission Committee is challenging the  

congregation to serve for at least 1,000 hours  

in our community during the month of October.  

If every member participates, that’s only a little more 

than one hour per member, so let’s crush our goal!  

 

How can you participate? 

 Report hours for any mission activity you regularly 

do to the church office.  

 Sign up for special opportunities arranged by the 

Mission Committee and other groups within the church. Serve in those 

opportunities, and we’ll record your hours.  

 Share with us your stories of how you have been the hands and feet  

of Christ in our community, so we can encourage the church with your  

mission engagement. 

 

The cornerstone of our mission-filled fall season will be our service, so let’s 

go out into the community and share God’s love through helping others! 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, Ken Ennenga, Dar Hollis, 

Tom Franks, June & Roy Lindberg, 

Sue Roper, and Evelyn Wood 

 
Our Sympathy: 
 to David and Mary Thornsen and 
family on the death of David’s  
mother, Patricia “Patti” Oostveen,  
on July 19, 2018. 

 

 to Dave and Linda Gritter on the 

death of Dave’s mother, Marjorie 

Gritter, on July 23, 2018. 

 

 to Anne Guimond on the death of her 

sister, Christine Guimond Cairns, on 

August 9, 2018.  

 

 to the family and friends of Sheron 

Miller, who passed away on August 

20, 2018. A celebration of her life will 

be held at 11 a.m. on September 29, 

here at the church.  

  
Congratulations! 

to Caleb and Tori Zokoe and big 

brother Jameson on the birth of  

Tareese Alizabeth, on August 14, 2018. 

 

 to Clark and Lauren Baker and big 

sister Hadley on the birth of Harper 

Lou, on August 19, 2018. 

 
Thank you: 
“Thank you to everyone for the many 

expressions of kindness, love and  

support, and sympathy following the 

loss of our mother, Margaret Johnson. 

She was a very special person. Your 

prayers have been a blessing and a 

comfort, and we are truly grateful.” 
 

 Nancy Levenburg and Marilyn VanLaan  

  

 “Thank you to everyone for your 

notes, cards, and expressions of  

sympathy after the death of Christine 

Guimond Cairns. Your love and  

support is very much appreciated.” 
 

Anne Guimond (sister) 

Dennis Cairns (husband) 

  

In Our Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays  
of our members and friends who are 
no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day with 
a card from their church family! 

 
 

Sept. 7 Barbara Stockman 
Maple Woods Cottages 
740 College Ave., Apt. 3 
Holland, MI 49423 

 

Sept. 10 Marie Pfeiffer 
1505 Meadow Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Sept. 19 Sandy Beute 
15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

September  
Food Collection  

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
The Salvation Army. Special 
requests are for toothpaste, laundry 
detergent, and toilet paper.  
 

Please bring any 
donations to the 
designated spot in the 
Gathering Area. 

Summer Convertible Ride and Dinner–September 5 
  

Save the date, wash the car and fill the tank - it is time again for 
our traditional summer convertible ride!    
 

On Wednesday, September 5, meet us in the church's Clinton 
Street parking lot at 5:15 p.m. We will be traveling along the 
lakeshore toward Holland with a few kinks in the road and 
stopping at the Sandy Point Beach House for some Lake 
Michigan perch (or other options) and beverages.  
 

If you will be participating, please let Mark Kelley know how many are in your 
party via phone or email so the Beach House can be prepared for this wild 
bunch: cell: 810-343-6275  or email: mkelley48.mk@gmail.com 
 

In the event of rain, this event will be postponed until next year. 

Save the 
Date! 

 
Marriage 
Retreat  

 

at  

Maranatha Lodge 

February 22-24, 2019 

 

Led by a counselor 

from the  

Gottman Institute 

 

Stay tuned  

for more details  

coming soon! 

 

tel:810-343-6265
mailto:mkelley48.mk@gmail.com
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Dear Friends, 
 
School is back in session. The  
mornings have a welcome coolness  
to them. The busyness of our town is 
slowing down as so many of our 
beach-going visitors have returned to 
their homes. Fall is my favorite  
season. It’s a midyear time of new 
beginnings. I enjoy the tastes and 
smells of fall. There is a special place 
in my heart for hearing the marching 
bands and the roar of the crowds at 
football games. To me, summer is 
great, but fall is where it’s at.  
 
The rhythms of our ministry pick up 
at this time of year too. All of our 
church programs go into full swing. 
The choir and bell choir start  
rehearsing and leading us in worship 
again. Our excellent Community  
Artist Series returns with a challenging 
and relevant topic for us, especially as 
we think seriously about mission  
during this season. Our new program 
staff members, Laura and Maddie, 
have spent considerable time this 
summer getting things in order for the 
fall. I hope you take a close look at 
the offerings for children and youth. 
These offerings are meant to stimulate 
faith and wonderings for their  
participants, but they can only do that 
if you come! Also, these areas of 
ministry are in need of volunteers. 

Working with children or youth is a 
church-wide responsibility! We all 
have gifts and insights to offer, so I 
pray that you consider giving some of 
your time and energy to guiding our 
young ones this fall.  
 
In September and October the whole 
church will be focusing on mission as 
a theme. What exactly is mission? 
Who does mission? Why do we do it? 
What does it have to do with the 
church? Jill and I will be preaching 
on mission during those months. In 
addition to some of our regular  
educational offerings, we will also 
have a couple of classes that go into 
greater depth on this topic. Most  
importantly, we are challenging  
the congregation to get more  
involved in mission! As you read 
earlier in Tidings, we are aiming at 
1000 hours of service in October. I 
hope you are already thinking about 
how you can serve.  
 
This is going to be a fall filled with 
plenty of good opportunities for all of 
us. We have the opportunity to pray 
for our APNC as they start the search 
for a permanent associate pastor. We 
have the opportunity to try something 
new in worship, in service, and in 
learning. We have the opportunity to 
learn more about ourselves from the 
experts at TAG Consulting. We have 

the opportunity to invite our friends 
and neighbors to be a part of this 
great thing God is at work on at First 
Presbyterian Church. Don’t let these 
opportunities pass you by! 
 
I have one more quick note for you. 
We are hosting the Presbytery of 
Lake Michigan’s December meeting. 
This is a great opportunity to show 
our gifts of hospitality to our brothers 
and sisters. It is also an all-hands on 
deck time for us, so I hope you sign 
up to help us host the presbytery 
when those arrangements finalize.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at  
the church on September 9 for our 
combined worship service. I plan on 
having even more fun at the picnic 
this year! See you soon. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 

News From the August 2017 Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meeting. 
If you would like more detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Approved Rev. VanderWal’s contract to continue on a month-to-month basis 

 Renewed discussion on our house (corner of Fifth and Clinton) with updated information coming to Session  
from Trustees 

 Elected elder commissioners for the September presbytery meeting 

 Contracted with TAG Consulting to work with the Session, staff, APNC, and church to assess our present  
ministry and to engage in next steps for visioning.  

 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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In Our Church 

Tidings article deadline for October issue: September 17, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

TAG Consulting  
is Returning! 

 

During the interim time the church 
leadership, Session, staff and the PNC 
worked with TAG Consulting to help 
us accurately get a perspective on the 
strengths, growth areas and hopes of 
the congregation as we moved  
forward. Now that Pastor Troy is here, 
the Session feels it would again be 
helpful to utilize TAG and their  
resources for learning and mission 
clarity as we move into our next 
search. When Session initially decided 
to use TAG and their survey in 2016, 
we agreed that it would be very  
helpful to take the survey again in 
several years to see how we have 
grown. This is the perfect time to do so.  
 
TAG leadership will work with staff, 
the Session, the APNC, and the  
congregation through focus groups 
and a Sunday meeting to share  

learnings. This process is kicked off 
with the survey. Last time we had 270  
respondents. We hope for similar  
participation if not more. We will run 
the survey (online and paper copies) 
from the end of August until  
September 16. In October TAG will 
be in Grand Haven for a weekend  
on-site visit to work with the different 
groups and do some training around 
leadership development using 
StrengthsFinder. This process will 
not only bring additional support and 
insight to the APNC in their search 
process, but we also believe it will help 
us all gain a greater sense of clarity 
around vision and future direction.  
 
The Session is eager to build on the 
ministry gains over the past couple of 
years. Having seasoned guidance 
from TAG in this important transition 
will help us immensely as we set the 
course for the next several years of 
ministry at First Presbyterian Church. 
 

Giving Update 
 

The leadership of First Presbyterian Church is committed to financial transparency and to living 
within our means. We feel it is helpful to update the congregation every few months on finances 
because they are a way God gets things done through us. Giving and stewardship are spiritual 
matters, and so we present the following in that spirit. 
 
General fund giving through the summer months is running about $10,000 behind 2017 giving. 
While our expenses remain below budget, we anticipate our revenue will fall short of covering 
our expenses by close to $5,000. 
 

As we ramp up our programing and move into fall, we are optimistic that giving will bounce back. You are a vital part  
in making that a reality. 
 

How can you help? First take a look at your giving to the church for 2018. If you are behind on your giving, please  
catch up. If you are not a regular giver, please consider becoming one. Not only is it healthy for the church; it is also 
spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Online giving is a great way to give consistently to support the church. You can join those who give regularly by sched-
uling your donation with your bank or credit union; there is no cost to you or the church. We can also help you set up 
regular online giving from your checking or savings account. Just stop in the office. We would love to help! 
 

Giving online with a debit or credit card is available through our website, www.fpgh.org. 
 

To all who give to support the mission of the church - thank you! You make the ministry go! 

 

APNC Update 
 

On Sunday, August 12, the  
congregation voted to elect our  
Associate Pastor Nominating  
Committee. The members of the  
committee are: 
 

 Keith Konarska 
 Barb Butterworth  
 Ron Mass  
 Meghan Heritage  
 Maddy Olson 
 Mark McCloskey 

 Kim Beber  
 
The APNC will hold its first  
orientation meeting on September 6.  
 
Please be in prayer for this search 
process. This is the Lord’s work, and 
we are eager to see what God will do 
through this process.  
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The Peace and Global Witness offering is received on World Communion 
Sunday, October 7. This day is an ecumenical celebration of our oneness in the 
Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

The special offering encourages the church to embrace the reconciling work of 
God’s mission to brothers and sisters around the corner and around the world. 
Fifty percent of the offering supports global work, 25% of the giving stays with 
the mid-councils to support peacemaking in their regions, and 25% stays with 
local congregations. The Mission Committee has chosen the Hope Project in 
Muskegon to receive the local portion of funds collected at FPC. The mission 
of the Hope Project is to support the healing of girls and women who have 
survived sex trafficking and to prevent further cases through mentoring and 
education.  
 

There are many examples of the Peace and Global Witness offering at work in 
the Presbyterian Church at large. Mission personnel around the world are 
dedicated to reducing domestic abuse and promoting respect for human rights. 
That includes working for an end to all forms of human trafficking including 
the conscription of child soldiers. 
 

As Presbyterians, we claim Jesus Christ as the Prince of Peace, so we must 
pattern our lives in the compassion, kindness and grace he shows each of us. 
Please support this special offering. Envelopes will be available in the pews in 
September. 
 

“Now may the Lord of peace,,, give you peace at all time in all ways.” 
2 Thessalonians 3:16 

2018/19 Season  

Community Artist & Speaker Series Opener 
 

Human Trafficking Panel Discussion 
Sunday, September 30, 3:00 p.m. 
 

Human trafficking is quickly becoming a 
national crisis. The film documentary, 
Break the Chain, will be shown at 3:00 
p.m., followed by a panel discussion 
exploring human trafficking and ways 
this troubling epidemic is being  
combated. Our panelists will discuss 
their work with victims of human  
trafficking - including how to identify 
victims and appropriate interventions so 
that victims can become survivors. 
 

Panelists include Joy Washburn, EdD, RN, WHNP-BC, Carmen Kucinich, FBI 

Victim Specialist, and Laura Swanson, Break the Chain documentary 

filmmaker.  
 

Note: the film is fairly explicit and may not be appropriate for younger children. 

    C. Kucinich      J. Washburn          L. Swanson 
Panelists 

CROP  
Walk for Hunger 

 

When:  
Sunday, October 7 

Registration/Lunch at 1:15 p.m. 
Walk begins at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Where:  
Hope Reformed Church 
14932 Mercury Drive 

Grand Haven 
 

On October 7,  the Tri-Cities will join 
with over 2,000 communities across 
the U.S. participating in CROP Hun-
ger Walks. The walk supports the 
overall ministry of the Church World 
Service with its hunger-fighting  
efforts around the world. From seeds 
to tools, to wells and water systems,  
to technical training and micro-
enterprise loans, CWS has 70 years of 
working partnerships around the 
world. Join the ecumenical movement! 
 

Get healthy and fight hunger too!  
Pick up a collection envelope in the 
church office, and walk a mile (or 
longer!) with others from churches in 
the Tri-Cities, remembering those 
who struggle with hunger issues each 
day. If you are unable to walk, please 
donate to someone who is! 

Meijer Simply Give 
Program 

 

Love in Action is the  
recipient of this fall’s 
Meijer Simply Give  
program. Until  
September 15, when  
you purchase a $10 
Simply Give donation card at check-
out, Meijer will match that amount. 
All funds raised will be converted to 
food-only gift cards and donated to 
Love in Action. 
 

In addition, September 7 is “double 
match” day—when you purchase a 
$10 donation card, Meijer will donate 
$20 to the program, resulting in a  
$30 donation to the Love in Action 
food pantry.  
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Join a Presbyterian 
Women’s Circle! 

 

The PW Circles  begin 

meeting again in  

September. Please  

consider joining them 

for their fundraising 

activities and this year’s 

Bible Study, God’s Promises: I am 

With You.” The circles meet at the 

following times and locations: 

 

Ferry White:   

meets the first Thursday  

of the month  

at 9:30 a.m. in the lounge 

Contact:  

Marilyn Horton, 616-485-2195 

Fran Khodl, 616-842-7878 

 

Eight Founders:  

Meets the first Thursday  

of the month  

at 1:00 p.m. in the lounge 

Contact:  

Nita Pellegrom, 616-846-1805 

 

Albee-Duverney:  

Meets the first Thursday  

of the month  

at 7:00 p.m. in the lounge 

Contact: 

Pat Elenbaas, 517-290-0675 

 

Jane Bottje:   

Meets the first Monday  

of the month  

at 10:30 a.m. in the conference room 

Contact:  

Margaret Wiegert,  

616-842-7161 

 

If you have any questions,  

please contact Sue Ochs at  

231-750-3946 or s2123@aol.com 

Sunday Morning Classes 
  
Pastor’s Corner 
Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  
during the school year. 
 

This class is facilitated by a rotating  
panel of pastors. From September 23  
thru October 21, the focus will be on 
evangelism.  

 
The Wired Word 
Sunday mornings from 10 -11 a.m.  
during the school year.  
 

This weekly study of newsworthy issues 
is written by an ecumenical team of pas-
tors, professors and theologians. Issues 
are framed by biblical passages in a man-
ner which is respectful and challenging.  
 

Class is facilitated by Tim Stoepker. 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  
during the school year. 
 

One of our core Sunday morning class 
offerings. This fall the class will focus  
on the last part of the Book of Acts 
(Paul’s missionary journeys). 
 

Class is facilitated by Warren Trimble  
and Hal Fitzgerald. 
 
New Members Class 
Sunday morning from 10-11 a.m. on  
November 4, 11, & 18. 
 

This class is for those wishing to know 
more about the Presbyterian Church and 
what it means to be a Presbyterian. At the 
end of the 3-part class series, participants 
may choose to become members of First 
Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven.  
 

Class is led by Rev. Jill VanderWal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekday Class Offerings 

 
Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays, 1-2:30 p.m.  
This year the group will be studying  
the Book of Philippians. 
Contact: Carol Folkert, 616-846-3586 or  
Deb Sorensen, 616-846-8587 
 

Tuesday Morning Companions Bible 
Study 
Tuesdays, 9:30-11 a.m. 
This year the group will be studying  
the Book of Jeremiah. 
Contact: Hazel Kragt, 616-844-0019 
 

A Conversation About Race 
Wednesdays, noon-1:30 p.m.,  
Oct. 17-Nov. 21 
Cost: $10 (includes lunch) 
 

This discussion will be open to the public 
and is intended to foster a greater under-
standing of racial disparities and to find 
ways of becoming a more  
unified community. 
 

This discussion will be led by George 
Barfield. Please contact the church office 
to register for this class (616-842-6760 or 
staff@fpgh.org). 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Contact: Frank Steinhauer 616-844-2139 
 

Breakfast Bible Study  
Thursday mornings from 7-8 a.m. 
 

This Bible study meets weekly at Russ’ 
Restaurant. The African Bible Study 
Method is used to preview the scripture 
for the upcoming Sunday. 
Contact: Michelle Potter,  
mpotter@shapecorp.com 
 

Authors Relevant to Today’s Church 
Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. 
 

This new class will provide an opportunity 
for each of us to learn from noted authors, 
but more importantly learn from each  
other as we reflect on and share our  
own personal journeys and vision  
within an atmosphere of acceptance  
and understanding.  
 

Class is facilitated by Bob Day and  
Rev. Jim Kocher (retired). 
Contact: Bob Day, 616-566-4603 

Check Out Our Fall Class Line-Up! 



Youth**  
Fall Schedule 

 

Sunday, September 16: 
 

5-7 pm Fall Kick-Off Party 
 

Dinner served by 
Righteous Cuisine 

food truck! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, September 23: 
 

10-11am  
Breakfast Club Begins 

(for 7th-12th grade students) 
Bibles and Donuts provided! 

 

5:15-7:30 pm  
5-12 Grade Youth Group 

Dinner included! 
 
 
 

**includes all 5th thru 
12th grade students 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Children’s Ministries Fall Programs 
 
Children & Worship Centers Begin Sunday, September 2 
 

We are excited to reopen our Young Children & Worship  
Centers for ages Young Fives-4th grade on Sunday, September 2. 
Our Young Children & Worship program creates the time and 
space for children to be with God and work with his stories in 
meaningful and memorable ways.   
 

NEW!  Bible Friends Sunday Morning Preschool Program 
 

Beginning September 16, join us in the nursery for our new  
Sunday morning preschool program, Bible Friends. Whether  
you worship with us during first or second service Bible Friends  
is a wonderful time for our preschool and toddler-aged children  
to experience the Bible through story and crafts. 
 

Children’s New Growing in Faith Hour:  
Taste and See that the Lord is Good 
 

All Y5-6th grade youth are invited to join us in room 13 for our 
Taste and See sessions. This replaces our Shine classes. Join us  
as we explore hands-on ways to know God. Each month will 
have an experience-based theme. Each week is new and exciting! 
We’ll begin on Sept. 23 with how we can know God through  
nature, using all of our senses.    
 

Recess is Back in Session! 
Beginning September 23 Children who prefer self-directed free-time during the 
10 a.m. hour may join us in room 3 for a variety of coloring and quiet activities 
with loving supervision. 
 

Call for Favorite Family Prayers 
I am in the process of creating a booklet of family prayers.  Do you have a  
favorite family prayer that you would like to contribute to this collection?   
Please share your family prayers with Laura Burns via e-mail: lburns@fpgh.org.     

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

starts at 8:45 a.m. beginning Sept. 16 
& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

 

Don’t Miss it! 

mailto:lburns@fpgh.org


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

September 2018 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

10:00 a.m.  
One Whole-Church Worship Service  

(at Church) 
11:30 a.m.  

Picnic at Pottawatomie Park  
 

Please bring your own chairs and a dish to share. 
The Green Committee asks that you also bring  
your own re-usable tableware (plates, cups, & cutlery) 

fun and  

games  
for  

all age
s! 
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