
 

 

2017 Town and Gown Association of Ontario Annual Symposium 
Hosted by the University of Ottawa and the City of Ottawa 

Call for Proposals Open until February 28, 2017 

 
Celebrating the Journey 
 
This year, we are “Celebrating the Journey”, celebrating your accomplishments for the work 
you and your peers have done within your respective campuses, cities and communities. 
Celebrating the connections you have made and the partnerships to come, but also sharing   
the challenges faced along the way and celebrating the  growth still to come. All in the heart 
of the nation’s Capital that is celebrating Canada’s 150th Anniversary of the Canadian 
Confederation with a year of numerous events and unique experiences.  
 
The University of Ottawa and the City of Ottawa are excited to host the 2017 Town and 
Gown Symposium May 8 – 10, 2017.  We invite you to share your best practices, current 
trends, regional issues and current research by presenting at this year’s symposium. The 
planning committee is seeking dynamic speakers and presentations on subjects that will 
provide attendees with the opportunity to gain new knowledge and continue to spark 
innovation in   town and gown relations.   
 

About the TGAO 
 
The Town and Gown Association of Ontario (TGAO) evolved out of Town and Gown 
symposia held in Waterloo, Hamilton and Guelph, Ontario during 2004 and 2005.. 
Attendees recognized that there were many issues of common interest in town and gown 
municipalities across the Province that could best be served by partnering efforts and 
sharing information. The TGAO is dedicated to improving the quality of life in those 
municipalities that host post – secondary institutions by promoting and supporting 
activities that ensure cohesive communities that are safe, healthy and enjoyable.  
  



 

 

Audience 
 
The 2017 TGAO Symposium is expected to attract approximately 100+ delegates, 

representing universities / colleges, student organizations, citizens, community 

organizations, municipalities and others.    

 

Symposium Theme Areas 
 

Open Communities 

 Open City and Community initiatives promoting open government and collaborations 

through community-centric approaches 

 

Joint City / Post-Secondary Initiatives 

 Post-Secondary collaborations and economic development opportunities with local 

municipalities and government agencies to develop mutually beneficial initiatives 

 Community relations initiatives and strategies that reflect the needs and address the 

concerns of the surrounding community while promoting the larger mission of the 

community and post-secondary institution 

 

Integrated City / Campus Planning 

 Community-based planning to ensure integrating land use, neighbourhood development, 

master plans, community stakeholder participation 

 

Education and Experiential Learning: 

 Programs that positively impact campus communities through entrepreneurial initiatives, 

training, mentorship, and community connections 

 

Community Relations and Off-Campus Living 

 Programs that improve the quality of life in community and better relationships between 

students and permanent residents in response to off-campus behaviour, parties, alcohol, 

noise, tenant-landlord relationships, crime and safety initiatives 



 

 

Submission Requirements  
 

Proposals should include: 

 Title  

 Name of contact person and contact information 

 Speaker bio (100 words or less) 

 Description of the format and outline of its content and key messages 

 Abstract in 100 words or less describing your program session (to be used in the 

conference program) 

 Learning outcomes 

 Sessions are limited to 45 minutes:  35 minutes for presenting  - 10 minutes for Q&A 

 

All presenters are encouraged to bring their own laptop.   

 

If accepted your PowerPoint must be submitted by April 30th in order for us to upload it to 

the TGAO website prior to the conference. 

 

Proposal submission deadline:  February 28, 2017 

Submit proposals to:  Monique Boucher, monique.boucher@uottawa.ca 

 

Authors notified of selection:  On or before March 13, 2017 

 


