
SESSION 2 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

John 11:1-44 (Part 2) – A Love That Waits 

 

Review of Sermon Notes 

I. We should believe in Christ because of his POWER  
 

(Last week: The purpose is to grow our faith, by seeing the glory of Christ, as manifest in the power of 
resurrection)  

 
II. We should believe in Christ because of his LOVE  
 

Key Idea: We should trust Christ because his love is a rescuing love. 
 
Let’s look at three truths about Christ’s love to encourage our faith: 
A. Christ’s love in our suffering is seen in what he hates 

 
B. Christ’s love in our suffering is seen in his pursuit of our best 

 
C. Christ’s love in our suffering is seen by the giving of himself 

 
1. The giving of himself for us 
2. The giving of himself to us 
 
Application: See your suffering through the lens of Christ’s love 

 
Romans 8:38–39 — 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

--- 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• Pray for your Valor staff member 

• Pray for those who are suffering in the church: 

o Chronic sickness 

o Marital difficulty  

o Financial burden 

• Pray for those who are walking with those who are suffering: 

o Small group leaders 

o Counselors  

o Pastors 

o Friends 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• It Is Well With My Soul – Horatio Gates Spafford 



• Sovereign – Chris Tomlin 

• When Trials Come – Keith and Kristyn Getty  

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either of the following questions. 

  

What is something that you would recommend to anybody, even if they don’t know they’d like it or 

need it? (Ex.: a restaurant, a cooking tool, a clothing company)  

 

Transition: We sometimes are in the unique position to offer something to somebody that they didn’t think 

they needed in their life. It’s fun when they recognize its value immediately (“Wait, there’s a secret menu at 

In-N-Out?”). It’s less fun when the value of that thing is not immediately apparent, or they don’t recognize 

how much they need it. This is often how we react to the suffering that God brings into our lives. We push 

back against the pain of suffering, not understanding how it can be good for us. But God knows us 

intimately, and he is loving us in our suffering to point us to the our greatest good: a deeper, purer faith in 

him. Today, we’re going to continue looking at the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, and we’ll 

see how Christ’s love brings hope in suffering. 

 

- OR - 

 

Can you share about a time when someone loved you in an unexpected or surprising way? (Ex.: A 

gift you didn’t know you needed, a timely word or gesture when you least expected it, etc.) 

 

Transition: It is sometimes surprising how people choose to love us. And this can be true of God’s love for 

us. We often expect that God’s love for us will conform to our expectations, and that he will love us only in 

ways that are acceptable to us, but as our passage today shows, he is often willing to love us in ways that 

are surprising or unexpected, specifically in the bringing about of suffering and hardship. Today, we’re going 

to continue looking at the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, and we’ll see how Christ’s love 

brings hope in suffering.  

 

Key Idea: We should trust Christ because his love is a rescuing love. 

 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to John 11:1-44, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group read it 

aloud. 

 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who 

anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent 

to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. 

It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 



answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 

the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 

saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples 

said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 

that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am 

glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 

their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in 

the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 

believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 

for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the 

village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 

some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, 

“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for 

he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 

God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 

The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #1, 2 

• In smaller groups: Worship #1, 3; Work #2 

 

--- 

 

Word: How this truth should be understood 



1. What is the word that John most frequently uses to describes Jesus’ relationship with Mary, Martha, and 

Lazarus (cf. vv. 3, 5, 36)? How does that make Jesus’ response in verse 6 surprising? 

 

Answer 

In vv. 3, 5, and 36, John emphatically highlights his love for Mary, Martha and Lazarus. So when we see 

verse 6 that when Jesus heard that Lazarus will, he stayed two days longer, it’s surprising to find that it is 

because of his love for Mary, Martha, and Lazarus that Jesus’ stays where he is and allows Lazarus to die. 

These feels so antithetical to love: How can it be that Jesus’ allowing Lazarus’ death would be the loving 

thing for him to do (cf. John 11:39-40)? 

 

2. Read vv. 39-40. When Martha protests Jesus’ instructions to roll away the stone of Lazarus’ tomb, what 

does Jesus say will be the outcome of her belief? What insight does this give us into Jesus’ purposes in our 

suffering? 

 

Answer 

In vv. 39-40, Jesus says that her faith will allow her to see the glory of God, which highlights that the 

greatest Jesus’ greatest priority for Martha’s suffering is that she see the greatness of God on display. While 

Martha hoped for (and witnessed) the resurrection of her brother, it paled in comparison to seeing Christ 

more clearly. 

 

Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. What is an area of suffering you are currently going through? What are some of the questions that you have 

for God regarding your suffering? How is it difficult to perceive his love for you in your suffering? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

2. Jesus’ being “deeply moved” at the suffering of others speaks to the righteous anger he feels towards the 

fallen state of the world. How does this bring you comfort in your suffering? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

3. Jesus’ commitment to loving us in our suffering is his commitment to give himself to us. In what ways have 

you seen Christ more clearly in your suffering? How is it difficult to see Christ? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. Jesus’ response of grief to the death of Lazarus reminds us of the freedom we have to lament to God about 

our sufferings. Lament is the practice of honestly bringing our pain and suffering before the Lord and crying 

out to him for mercy, while resting in his sovereign love (read Psalm 13 as an example). Spend time before 

God, freely lamenting over the suffering you experience. 

 

Answers will vary 

 



2. How would you use the principles of this story to comfort someone who is suffering? How would you explain 

God’s love for them? 

 

Suggestions 

• Listen well to their story – Are you able to retell their story in a way that they would agree with? 

• Don’t be quick to offer solutions or fixes 

• Weep with them and share in their grief 

• Gently assure them of God’s love, without claiming to exhaustively explain away their suffering, 

here’s how that might look: 

o “I can’t imagine what you’re going through, it sounds absolutely awful. I’m so sorry that 

you are in so much pain. All I can say is that I know that despite the pain and hardship, 

God has not abandoned you. Scripture tells us that he is loving you in this, and while I 

cannot claim to understand all the reasons why God would allow this to happen, I do know 

that at least one reason is so that our faith in him would grow. He loves you, and he has 

not left you alone. He is with you in and through this.” 

• Pray for them 

o For God’s comfort 

o For God’s justice 

o For relief from suffering 

o For faith to be strengthened and purified 

o To see the glory of God 

 

3. Read these passages that highlight the love of God. How can you summarize each one into a statement 

that will remind you of God’s love in your suffering? 

 

a. Isaiah 54:10 

b. Romans 5:8 

c. Romans 8:35-39 

d. Ephesians 2:4-5 

e. 1 John 3:1 

f. 1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

Answers will vary 

 

--- 

 

Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” In session 1, we shared one area in which 

we’d like to grow in living out your faith as a result of this season’s study. In what ways were you able to apply 
what you learned in the previous session this past week?  
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 
 
 



 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 
 
 

   


