
  
  

  
 

    

     
   

    
     

      
    

  
    

     
      

      
  

 

     
  

    
      

     
  

    
  

   
   

OUT OF  STATE GROUP HOME/FACILITY  DECERTIFICATION  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS   
Questions 52-61 – JANUARY 21, 2021 

52. Is this specifically related to a response to the death of Cornelius Fredericks?
RESPONSE:  The Department  of  Social  Services (CDSS)  conducted  
a reassessment  of  the 16 OOS  facilities  it  has  certified (12  total  providers)  following 
the death of a youth at  a facility involving the use of manual restraints that occurred 
earlier  in the year.    

53.Does this decertification include out of state psychiatric hospitals?
RESPONSE: CDSS does not certify out-of-state psychiatric hospitals. 

54. Who can access the technical assistance? Is it  specifically for the placing 
agencies? If minor's counsel  wants to access resources and proactively work 
toward placement,  can they do so?   
RESPONSE: CDSS technical assistance is designed as a support for county placing 
agencies, in conjunction with other local or state agencies and providers. The only 
party to a dependency proceeding that is included in the TA process is the county 
agency vested with care, custody and control of the child. Attorneys for children, 
parents and other parties can ask the county child welfare agency or probation 
department if they have requested technical assistance (TA) from CDSS. If the 
county placing agency has not done so, they may request the county seek 
TA and provide information to the county to share during the TA process. If any 
person feels the child’s personal rights are being violated, they may bring 
that concern to the attention of the Office of the Foster Care Ombudsperson 
(OFCO). 

55. Some youth may have relatives out of state who  may  be willing to  care  for 
them, but it seems that there is not enough time to obtain ICPC 
approval.   If  a  minor is placed with  a  relative, would the relative need to apply 
for guardianship? Is there any coordination or support with ICPC?  
RESPONSE: Relative placements are not contingent upon applying for 
guardianship. Home-based placements, including placements with relatives, 
generally begin as foster care placements. Although a successful 
placement may ultimately result in permanency through adoption or guardianship, an 
application for guardianship is not a requirement for a foster care placement. If the 
relative’s home is outside the state of California, the placement will need to go 
through the ICPC process to ensure compliance with the compact and the health 
and safety of youth. While ICPC can take time, there are some situations in which 
technical assistance can expedite those timeframes. For ICPC questions and 
technical assistance, please reach out to ICPC@dss.ca.gov.  

mailto:ICPC@dss.ca.gov
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56. Does this  effect children  who  are placed out of state through  their 
Individualized Education Programs  (IEP)?  
RESPONSE: Placements outside of California that are made pursuant to IEPs do 
not require CDSS certification of the facilities. Specifically, the Family Code 7911.1, 
subdivision (h) states: The certification requirements of [Family Code 7911.1] shall 
not impact placements of emotionally disturbed children made pursuant to an 
individualized education program developed pursuant to the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.) if the placement is not 
funded with federal or state foster care funds. 

57. Do  you  anticipate that California will have  more group 
homes  (STRTPs)  to  accommodate  these children?   For the most part, we were 
placing out of state because in-state group hom es would not or could 
not  accommodate  the needs of these kids.   
RESPONSE: A response to this question can be found in the Out-of-State Group 
Home/Facility Decertification FAQs (Questions 1-18, posted: 12/18/2020) on the 
youth Returning to California from Out-of-State programs website. Please refer 
to the question and answer to number ten. 

58. How does this impact placements  chosen  by  adoptive  parents (i.e.,  when they 
are choosing out of state group homes)?  
RESPONSE: When the adoptive parent(s) are making the placement and signing 
the placement papers, the out-of-state placement does not have to be certified by 
CDSS. The requirement that the out-of-state facility be certified by CDSS is only 
applicable to an AAP eligible child when the county or probation department is 
responsible for the adopted child’s placement and care. Please see ACL 15-50 for 
additional information. 

59. What about  children  placed by court order in a facility near a parent who lives 
out of state in order to facilitate increased  visitation  and transition services as 
they reunify?  
RESPONSE: CDSS is working actively with counties through a technical assistance 
process. If there are family members actively engaged in the youths’ lives, it is 
recommended that a Child and Family Team meeting be held to explore home-
based placements with appropriate supports and services. 

60. Is the Technical Assistance available more generally, or only for those who are 
returning from out-of-state placement? We have youth who  are very hard to 
place  who could use  the partnership with CDSS to find placement.  
RESPONSE: Technical Assistance is also offered for youth in-state that 
are experiencing challenges identifying an appropriate placement in the least 
restrictive setting or who have received a 14-day notice and the county would like to 
preserve the placement. Counties can contact the CCR inbox 
at ccr@dss.ca.gov if they’re in need of a Technical Assistance call. 
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61.   At what point do we  hold STRTP’s  accountable  to being able to do what they 
say they're able to do?  STRTPs often  state  they are able to handle  youth 
requiring  intensive  supervision and  supports  but then they tend to deny 
them  or  issue a  14-day termination notice.  

   
        

     
     
     

   
 

     
     

 
 

RESPONSE: Successfully meeting the needs of a child who requires 
an STRTP level of care requires close ongoing communication between all System 
of Care partners and licensed providers. CDSS is working collaboratively with 
providers in California and System of Care partners to support the needed 
collaboration and mutual accountability that will ensure every child has access to the 
most appropriate placement and services in the least restrictive setting. Some 
counties have implemented effective processes for reviewing intake and placement 
preservation decisions with the providers to ensure the needs of the youth are being 
met. For more information on those examples, please contact ccr@dss.ca.gov. 
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