
June 2019 Xeric Plant of the Month 
Wine Cups (Callirhoe involucrata) 

By Carrie Nakajima, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 
 

• Are you looking to find a ground cover alternative to mulch or rocks? 
• Do you want something colorful that blooms longer than a week or two? 
• How about a plant that needs only minimal care and water? 

 
Wine cups (Callirhoe involucrata) could be just what you need. 
 
At a height of 8-12 inches and spread of three to five feet, this member of the 
Mallow family does well in full to partial sun. They thrive in dry well-drained 
soil, rock gardens, borders, or hanging over ledges. 
 
The plant grows from April until a hard frost. The best feature of Wine Cups is 
the magenta-dark rose flowers which start blooming in late spring and 
continue through late summer. These chalice-shaped burgundy flowers with 
cream-colored centers are a lovely contrast to the dark green deeply 
indented foliage on trailing stems. The flowers are an excellent nectar source 
and attract butterflies, moths and bees. 

 
Wine cups are easily grown from seed, especially if softened in hot water 
prior to planting. Germination should occur in 3-7 days. They can also be 
transplanted during dormancy or early in spring. Wine cups self-sow freely 
and provide an excellent ground cover which is drought tolerant and does 
well in Zones 3-9. Plants should be watered at a minimum twice a month and 
stems can be cut back after they turn brown. Because they spread easily, you 

may want to keep the plants from spreading too far or self-seeding into a lawn area. Remove any seedlings 
that sprout when they are young before deeper roots get established. Pinching back longer trailing stems and 
less frequent watering will keep the plants from spreading too far.  
 
Plant Select has endorsed Wine Cups as an “outstanding ornamental” plant for our area since 1999. Plant 
some in your yard, and enjoy a long season of colorful blooms. They will not disappoint. 
 
Wine Cups can be found in both the XXX-Plants and the Prairie Plants sections of the Broomfield Xeriscape 
Demonstration Garden. The Garden is located on the southeast side of the City & County Building parking lot, 
at the corner of DesCombes Drive and Spader Way in Broomfield. It is a collaboration between the City and 
County of Broomfield, Colorado State University Extension, and Plant Select. 
 
Resources:  
Plant Select Website  
Pretty Tough Plants: 135 Resilient, Water-Smart Choices for a Beautiful Garden. Author – Plant Select.  
 
 

https://plantselect.org/

