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N
ewly-appointed 
cabinet mem-
bers, including 
S e n i o r  A dvo -
cates of Nigeria, 

rose in thunderous applause 
when, on November 11, 2015, 
the day he finally consti-
tuted his cabinet after nearly 
seven months of running the 
country as a sole administra-
tor, President Muhammadu 
Buhari announced that he 
would be doubling as presi-
dent and petroleum minister 
of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria.

That action by the presi-
dent, legal experts have said, 
is in utter violation of Section 
138 of the 1999 Constitution (as 
amended), which states clearly 
that “the President shall not, 
during his tenure of office, hold 
other executive office or paid 
employment in any capacity 
whatsoever”.

Apart from holding dual 
executive offices (as president 
and minister) contrary to sec-
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tion 138 of the constitution, 
President Buhari has since his 
assumption of office on May 
29, 2015 taken several actions 
that many Nigerians perceive 
as being against the letter and 
spirit of the constitution which 
the president swore by the 
Qu’ran to uphold.

Legal experts who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY enumerate these 
constitutional violations of the 
president to include cancel-
lation of the weekly Federal 
Executive Council (FEC) meet-
ing contrary to the provision of 
section 148, failure to appoint 
special advisers against section 
151, lopsided appointments 
in contravention of federal 
character principle, acting 
as sole administrator for six 
months against section 147, 
among others.

Before he constituted his 
cabinet, President Buhari had 
run the Federal Government 
without a Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) for 150 days, 
against constitutional provi-
sions, a decision economists 
say aided the impoverishment 

I received N1.8trn, 
not N3 trn – 
Amaechi

I
mmediate past governor 
of Rivers State, Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi, now 
minister of transporta-
tion, has admitted re-

ceiving not more than N1.8 
trillion instead of N3 trillion 
as claimed by the present 
administration in the state.

Amaechi also insisted he 
stole no kobo from the coffers 
of government, rather, that 
he was the first state gover-
nor to implement the Bureau 
of Public Procurement (BPP) 
Act in Nigeria.

The former governor 
came smoking at a stake-
holders’ forum on corruption 
organised by the Federal 
Ministry of Justice in Abuja, 
Thursday.

According to Amaechi, “If 
you had followed the Rivers 
State government when I 
was governor, we were the 
first state to introduce the 
Public Procurement Law 
in the country. The Rivers 
State cabinet used to call the 
Director General of Public 
Procurement in the state as 
an alternative governor, that 
they wanted an amendment 
to that law. The reason they 
wanted amendment is that 
he (DG) refused to increase 
the threshold to N100m per 
ministry, instead he reduced 
it to N10m.” 

On how his DG almost 
jailed a serving commissioner, 
the former governor said: “I 
had a battle with him (DG 

See story on Page 4 
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How corruption-fighting... 
of the nation’s economy which 
at the time needed urgent 
executive policy direction to 
resuscitate it.

One implication of the no-
cabinet presidency for five 
months, contrary to section 147 
of the constitution, was that 
the president was personally 
in charge of the collection of at 
least N900 billion ($4.5 billion), 
being the FG’s share of federal 
revenues from the Federation 
Account within the period.

Ikani S. O. Ikani of Afolabi 
& Co (legal practitioners), in an 
interview with BDSUNDAY, 
faulted the arguments by sec-
tions of the Nigerian public that 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo served as both presi-
dent and petroleum minister 
during his tenure, saying it was 
not a ground for the incumbent 
to arrogate to himself dual 
executive positions. According 
to him, such arguments would 
not pass legal test because 
Obasanjo did not explicitly 
name himself as oil minister as 
Buhari has done.

“What President Obasanjo 
did was safer. He did not openly 
tell the nation he was the min-
ister of petroleum like Buhari 
did the day he constituted 
his cabinet. The constitution 
prohibits dual executive posi-
tions. Lawyers are not quiet 
over these breaches of the 
constitution. We are only try-
ing to study the constitution to 
see if there are other loopholes 
the president’s legal team may 
exploit. There are many law-
yers who are already putting 
things together to challenge the 
president’s illegal occupation 
and violation,” he said.

“If you want to hit some-
body in this kind of legal battle, 
you must plan to hit in such a 
way that the victim would not 
be able to rise again. If anybody 
comes up to seek the interpre-
tation of the constitution, the 
person would be helping the 
nation,” he added.

Ikani said as long as there 
were lingering issues in the 
oil industry which threaten to 
badly hurt the nation’s econo-
my, whoever was overall head 
of the Ministry of Petroleum 
must be summoned by federal 
lawmakers.

“Everybody must agree 
with whatever the constitution 
says, even though you don’t like 
it. You must obey the constitu-
tion of the land. If the constitu-
tion says the president cannot 
hold dual executive positions, it 
must be obeyed,” he said.

“The law is very clear, un-
less the president is coming 

in violation of the constitution 
and nobody is ready to chal-
lenge the constitutionality 
of such appointment, federal 
lawmakers should be coura-
geous enough to summon the 
president whenever there are 
crises in the petroleum sector 
since he is the senior minister.

Alabi also expressed con-
cern that the current regime is 
also toying with the traditional 
weekly FEC meeting which 
now holds at the president’s 
discretion.

Section 148 (2) of the consti-
tution expressly states that “the 
President shall hold regular 
meetings with the Vice Presi-
dent and all the Ministers of the 
Government of the Federation”. 
However, the FEC meeting 
has been anything but regular 
since the inauguration of the 
present cabinet, holding only 
twice in its first two months 
– the day it was inaugurated 
and when a 2016 budget was 
announced by Ndoma Egba, 
minister of budget and plan-
ning.

“Although the word ‘regu-
lar’ as stated in the constitution 
regarding the holding of FEC 
meeting is a relative term, we 
are still studying to see how 
irregular the meeting would 
become following President 
Buhari’s decision to cancel the 
traditional weekly meeting. If 
the FEC meeting becomes too 
irregular, anybody can go to 
court to challenge the govern-
ment. Nigerians are watch-
ing the president,” Alabi told 
BDSUNDAY in an interview.

Chris Yisua, human re-
sources expert, told BDSUN-
DAY in an interview that by 
cancelling the weekly FEC 
meeting and endorsing a dis-
cretionary approach to calling 

meetings, President Buhari 
has neglected a big factor in 
organisational success, adding 
that given the present deplor-
able condition of the Nigerian 
economy, it would be in the 
interest of the country for 
the FEC meeting to hold more 
regularly than before.

“First, for the FEC meeting 
not to be regular as stipulated 
in the constitution is a violation 
of the law the president swore 
to uphold. The second issue 
is that there is no responsible 
and competing organisation 
that doesn’t hold meeting at 
least once in a week. There is 
a management meeting and 
there is a board meeting. Meet-
ings provide opportunity to 
evaluate, re-strategise and fo-
cus resources towards achiev-
ing organisational objectives,” 
she said.

“If a multinational holds 
meetings regularly because it 
is profit-driven, why should 
the government be run oth-
erwise if it is profit-driven? By 
not holding regular meetings, 
the president is simply short-
changing Nigeria from global 
best practice. But believe me, 
a minister who truly wants to 
make a difference will not be 
happy with this lack of meet-
ing,” she said.

Inflamed by President Bu-
hari’s non-compliance with 
the constitution, Osa Director, 
legal practitioner and arbitra-
tor, advised the president and 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) to respect the 
federal character principle as 
prescribed in section 14 (3) of 
the constitution, arguing that 
appointments made so far by 
the regime are unconstitu-
tional.

He said Nigerians should 

out to create an exception; oth-
erwise he must tell us where 
he derives the power to name 
himself minister of petroleum. 
Also, the lawmakers should 
not be afraid to summon the 
president whenever there is an 
issue in the ministry. As long as 
Buhari remains the minister of 
petroleum, he should be sum-
moned to answer questions 
whether or not his occupation 
of the office is illegal or not, 
because he who consents to 
injury must not complain,” 
he said. 

Bola Alabi, senior associate, 
Olujinmi & Akeredolu (legal 
practitioners & notaries public), 
said President Buhari is bold 
but subtle in his violation of the 
country’s constitution, adding 
that some of the decisions taken 
so far by the president are 
contestable in a law court and 
that Buhari would have long 
been in judicial trouble were 
Nigeria to be a country where 
arms of government are truly 
independent.

“The president is way out of 
order to have appointed him-
self minister of petroleum. It is 
totally wrong for the president 
to have made himself a minis-
ter without going for screening 
in the Senate as stipulated in 
the constitution. The law does 
not provide that a Nigerian 
president can be a minister 
at the same time. A minister 
must submit himself for screen-
ing. The president must not 
become a minister before he 
can supervise the petroleum 
ministry. Buhari making him-
self minister of petroleum is a 
flagrant abuse of the law of the 
land,” he said.

He suggested that since 
President Buhari has appointed 
himself minister of petroleum 

Continued from  page 1 see abuse of the constitution 
and due process as a huge 
infraction on human rights 
and a promotion of corrup-
tion because “corruption does 
not only mean stealing public 
funds but includes violation of 
the law, impunity and abuse of 
human rights”.

Igho Akeregha, president, 
Civil Liberties Organisation 
(CLO), said he has followed very 
keenly the appointments made 
by President Buhari since as-
sumption of office as well as the 
reactions by Nigerians, both 
within and overseas.

He noted that in almost all 
the sensitive political appoint-
ments made so far, including 
those on security and strategic 
institutions, there is a wide 
gulf between the North and 
the rest of the country, women 
and men, and Christians and 
Muslims.

“His appointments have no 
respect for the secularity of the 
Nigerian state, and, therefore, 
fail to take care of the interest of 
our country’s diverse peculiari-
ties. Again, the appointments 
have abused the principles 
of inclusiveness and popular 
participation which underline 
the attributes or character of 
a truly democratic society or 
government,” Akeregha said.

“We have patiently listened 
to the reasons advanced by 
the government for making 
such appointments and the 
counter reactions of Nigerians 
to those excuses. While the 
government insists that hon-
esty, transparency, commit-
ment to duties and experience 
were factors that induced it 
to make such appointments, 
those who are angry against 
the manner in which the ap-
pointments were made argue 
that every village in Nigeria 
and across these major divides 
has produced eminent, reliable, 
open, honest, transparent, in-
corruptible, over-experienced 
and resilient citizens who can 
deliver on their official duties 
or assignments,” he said.

He said President Buhari’s 
appointments are sectional, 
unacceptable, and certain to 
promote division and encour-
age acrimony.

According to Chapter Two, 
section 14 (3) of the 1999 Consti-
tution, “The composition of the 
government of the Federation 
or any of its agencies and the 
conduct of its affairs shall be 
carried out in such manner as 
to reflect the federal character 
of Nigeria and the need to pro-
mote national unity, and also 
to command national loyalty 
thereby ensuring that there 
shall be no predominance of 

persons from a few states or 
from a few ethnic or sectional 
groups in that government or 
any of its agencies.”

On this basis, Akeregha 
argued that the position of 
the federal character is clear 
on national integration, while 
discrimination on the grounds 
of place of origin, sex, religion, 
status, ethnic or linguistic as-
sociation or ties is strongly 
prohibited.

He contended that a gov-
ernment that is reputed to be 
fighting corruption must as a 
matter of fact respect the laws 
and run away from tilting to-
wards executive lawlessness, 
which is not an attribute of 
democracy and democratic 
norms.

“President Buhari’s appoint-
ments have ethnic, religious 
and gender implications and 
cannot stand no matter how 
they are placed. CLO seriously 
frowns at the appointments 
and condemns them in very 
strong terms,” he said.

“We enjoin Mr. President to 
urgently review his appoint-
ments and ensure that the prin-
ciple of federal character wisely 
put together by the makers of 
our laws to bind us together is 
respected and implemented. 
We make bold to say that no 
leader has a right to abuse the 
laws of our land and subject our 
society to avoidable confusion,” 
he said.

He also condemned Presi-
dent Buhari’s “clear romance 
with previous prodigal rulers” 
whom, he said, plundered, 
raped and looted the country.

“In particular, CLO con-
demns the appointment of 
General Olusegun Obasanjo 
by President Buhari as the 
country’s envoy to Guinea Bis-
sau and the frequent visits and 
praise comments by former 
heads of state Ibrahim Babangi-
da and Abdulsalami Abubakar. 
These rulers plundered Nigeria 
and brought us to the present 
ugly, deplorable state,” he said.

“We urge President Buhari 
to cancel all the appointments 
that he has made so far, includ-
ing Obasanjo’s, and discontinue 
further relationship with any 
Nigerian seen to have looted 
our country in any form. Con-
tinued romance with these 
persons would thicken the 
people’s suspicion in the fight 
against graft and may cause the 
anti-corruption war to seem as 
if it were discriminatory and 
selective and targeted against 
few people,” he said.

He called on all patriotic 
Nigerians to rise up to the oc-
casion by not only resisting any 

President Muhammadu Buhari
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Contrary to federal character law, presidency 
justifies lopsided appointments

T
he lopsided appoint-
ments made by 
President Muham-
madu Buhari into 
various positions of 

the government is an expres-
sion of ‘Presidential Preroga-
tive’, the presidency has said 
in defence against provision 
in the Federal Character law 
which seeks to provide re-
gional balance in federal ap-
pointments into public service 
institutions.

Though legal exp erts 
opined that this could spark 
problems in the country, Femi 
Adesina, presidential spokes-
man, insisted that not all ap-
pointments are subject to the 
“federal character” principle 
which mandates the president 
to ensure that appointments 
are evenly spread across the 
six geopolitical zones of the 
country.

The “federal character” 
principle, a product of the 
Yakubu Gowon administra-
tion and enshrined in Nigeria’s 
Constitution since 1979, seeks 
to ensure that appointments to 
public service institutions fair-
ly reflect the linguistic, ethnic, 
religious, and geographic di-
versity of the country.

Section 14 (3) of Chapter 
2 of the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended) states: “The 
composition of the Govern-
ment of the Federation or 
any of its agencies and the 
conduct of its affairs shall 

be carried out in such a man-
ner as to reflect the federal 
character of Nigeria and the 
need to promote national 
unity, and also to command 
national loyalty, thereby 
ensuring that there shall be 
no predominance of persons 
from a few State or from a 
few ethnic or other sectional 
groups in that Government 
or in any of its agencies.”

Despite criticisms by Nige-
rians and the House of Repre-
sentatives, Adesina said the 
president would continue to 
use presidential prerogative in 
the right way as he was aware 
of the diversity of the country.

“Not all appointments are 
subject to federal character, 
but the ones that are subject 
to the federal character would 
surely be respected. There is 
something called presidential 
prerogative which allows the 
president to take certain deci-
sions and he will continue to 
use presidential prerogative 
and use it right. He is aware of 
the diversity of the country 
and would do the right thing,” 
Adesina said.

Speaking in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY, Adesina 
said the Buhari-led govern-
ment was well aware of the 
complaints by Nigerians on 
the matter, referring to it as a 
feedback.

“It is a good feedback that 
government has received. 
Government considers feed-
back and takes it seriously, so 
it will process the feedback 

and it will inform decisions 
government will take,” he said.

Most of the appointments 
made by President Buhari in 
the last one year have been 
viewed to be in favour of the 
Northern region of the coun-
try, especially in the security 
circles where more key offices 
are occupied by officers from 
the North.

Earlier, while speaking as a 
guest on a national TV station, 
Adesina had also stated that 
federal appointment was an 
ongoing process and that “ev-
ery other part of the country 
would be taken care of”.

The presidential media 
aide made reference to the 
president’s app ointment 
of security chiefs, stating 
that “when it is the turn of 
a person to hold a certain 
office and you say because 
he is from a certain region 
you then bypass him for 
another person, you have 
been unfair to that person 
and also to the system”. He 
added that the “security sys-
tem oftentimes operates on 
hierarchy and efficiency”.

Fred Obagwu, an Abuja-
based lawyer, agrees that the 
president’s appointments so 

far have not represented the 
federal character that the 
country has practiced all this 
while, saying this could stir up 
some problems in the country.

“He has not evenly distrib-
uted the slots to the other three 
regions, and we believe that 
this can even cause some prob-
lems. People have been shout-
ing and he is not listening. He 
thinks he is appointing people 
who can give him results, but 
the question is, is it only in the 
North that you have the most 
qualified people?” Obagwu 
asked.

He opined that the presi-

dent may be trying to settle 
those who worked for his 
election, adding, however, that 
even that should be balanced 
to avoid grudges.

“We were even thinking 
that before now he would 
have given the position of the 
SGF to the East so that it can 
be balanced. The president has 
not lived up to the promise he 
made while giving his inaugu-
ral speech, that he belonged to 
everyone and to no one. His ap-
pointments have not reflected 
that,” Obagwu said.

Tunji Abayomi, another 
Abuja-based lawyer and hu-
man rights activist, who spoke 
in defence of the president, 
noted that President Buhari 
may be under pressure to suc-
ceed, making him to choose 
only those he can trust and 
control.

“First and foremost, the 
constitution requires what is 
called ethnic or sectoral bal-
ance. That is the whole essence 
of the federal character. In my 
opinion, I do not think the 
president intended to violate 
the federal character. I think 
he is facing some challenges 
and may be under so much 
pressure to succeed, and to 
succeed you may want to pick 
those you know. He may not 
know a lot of trusted hands 
from the South,” he said.

He added, however, that 
the “government should aspire 
to ensure balancing in a way 
that takes into consideration 
the federal character”.
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…says not all appointments are subject to federal character

Edo guber: You’ll not regret 
voting for me – Obaseki

 IDRIS UMAR MOMOH 

G
odwin Obaseki, the 
All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) candidate 
in the September 10, 

governorship election has as-
sured the people of the state 
that they would not regret 
voting for him in the election.

The APC governorship 
candidate made the promise 
during the party’s campaign 
rally in Ikpoba-Okha Local 
Government Area.

Obaseki promised to build 
on the legacies already laid 
down by the outgoing gover-
nor, Adams Oshiomhole.

The governorship candi-
date, who said his administra-
tion would create over 200,000 

jobs within four years in office, 
added that the jobs will be cre-
ated through agriculture, hous-
ing, manufacturing, commerce 
among others.

While pointing out that 
several investors have estab-
lished in Ikpoba Okha Local 
Government Area assured that 

more investors have already 
indicated interest to invest in 
the state in the next few years,

He said the only way to 
attract more investors to the 
economy of the state was 
to map out security plans in 
partnership with the federal 
government to ensure that the 
investments of the investors 
are insured.

He also promised to put in 
place all the necessary secu-
rity machinery, infrastructure 
among others to make the 
state the commercial hub of 
the South- South geo-political 
zone.

Obaseki however, urged 
the people of the state to vote 
for him and the party at the 
election.Godwin Obaseki

attempt to bring the society 
to the dark days of military 
dictatorship but to be watch-
ful and extra vigilant so as to 
sustain democratic governance 
in Nigeria.

Emeka Umeagbalasi, board 
chairman, International Soci-
ety for Civil Liberties and the 
Rule of Law, told BDSUNDAY 
that President Buhari has suc-
ceeded in setting the country’s 
constitution aside and replac-
ing it with his 1984 military 
Decrees 2 and 4.

He said President Buhari, 
whom he accused of so far giv-
ing 38 out of 48 top security po-
sitions to northerners contrary 
to constitutional requirements, 
has been discretionarily ap-
plying the constitution to suit 
his whims. 

“Constitutional breaches of 
President Buhari are becom-

ing too many. The best way to 
describe what is happening is 
tyranny and dictatorship. Like 
Buhari did in 1984 when he 
overthrew a democratically 
elected government, he has 
again set aside the laws of the 
land, ruling as it pleases him. 
The president has succeeded in 
bringing back Decrees 2 and 4. 
The president is only applying 
the constitution selectively at 
his own discretion,” he said.

The preamble to the 1999 
Constitution states explicitly 
that “the Constitution of Nige-
ria is created for the purpose 
of promoting the good govern-
ment and welfare of all persons 
in our country on the principles 
of Freedom, Equality and Jus-
tice, and for the purpose of 
consolidating the unity of the 
our people”.

Section 1 (1) emphasizes that 
“the Constitution is supreme 
and its provisions shall have 

binding force on all authorities 
and persons throughout the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria”, 
while subsection 2 states that 
“the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
shall not be governed, nor shall 
person or group of persons take 
control of the government of 
Nigeria or any part thereof, 
except in accordance with the 
provisions of this Constitution”.

Other lawyers who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY off the re-
cord, however, were enraged 
that President Buhari has car-
ried on as if the constitution 
does not exist.

When contacted for presi-
dential response, Femi Adesina, 
special adviser to President 
Buhari on media and publicity, 
appeared unwilling to speak on 
the matter.

“Please direct this to the 
Attorney-General of the Fed-
eration,” he wrote in reply to 
an email sent to him.

How corruption-fighting...
Continued from page 2
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T
here are indica-
tions that the econ-
omy of Imo State 
may snow-dive in 
no distant future, 

following the new policy of 
work introduced by Gover-
nor Rochas Okorocha.

Speaking to journalists 
at his Spibath residence at 
Amakohia, Owerri North Lo-
cal Area (LGA), the governor 
said that civil servants, by the 
new work policy would work 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays while the re-
maining two days Thursdays 
and Fridays should be used 
by civil servants in the state 

lysts said would go further 
to demoralise other civil ser-
vants who are not included in 
this new rule.

“The Imo security workers 
like the Imo Security Net-
work and other uniformed 
security staff under the state 
would be demoralised”, an 
economic analyst said.

Already, as part of this 
new policy, the state govern-
ment has since commenced 
delayed payment of the 70 
percent salaries to the state 
civil servants.

Meanwhile, Okorocha 
has said he would not change 
his stand on the relocation 
of the Owerri Main Market 
(Ekeukwu) to a proposed site 

at Egbeada in Mbaitolu Local 
Government Area.

The governor had ear-
lier given the traders up till 
August 1, 2016 to relocate 
to the new site which is still 
swampy and not even con-
ducive for human beings to 
transact any trading business.

Okorocha advised those 
he accused of whipping sen-
timent to stop, and that all he 
wanted to do was to make 
Owerri the state capital a 
better city.

“Owerri capital city be-
longs to everybody it does not 
belong to Ndi Owere, it does 
not belong to any particular 
people, it belongs to every-
body,” Okorocha Said

to run their private business.
According to political and 

economic analysts who spoke 
to BDSUNDAY on condition 
of anonymity, the new devel-
opment would mean that sal-
aries and allowances to civil 
servants would be delayed 
and that the new work rule 
in the state would also pave 
way for low productivity by 
the Imo work force which 
would also affect adversely 
the economy of the state.

They governor further 
said that those not affected by 
the new work rule, are teach-
ers, Fire services providers, 
hospital workers and other 
essential workers.

This policy, economic ana-

Okorocha’s strange work policy 
may worsen Imo economy

‘Recession’ trends 
on Google as 
Anambra leads 
search in Nigeria

… As workers expected to work for only 3 days per week
SABY ELEMBA, Owerri

 Rochas Okorocha

JUMOKE AKIYODE

R
ecession” is currently 
trending in Nigeria, 
according to search 
results released by 

Google Nigeria this week, 
which indicates that inter-
est in the term, peaked in 
July following recent com-
ments on the issue by Godwin 
Emefiele, CBN Governor, and 
Kemi Adeosun, minister of 
Finance.

Anambra State tops the list 
of states in Nigeria combing 
the search engine for all terms 
related to “recession”, ahead 
of the FCT in second place; 
Rivers State lies in third place 
and then cosmopolitan Lagos. 
Apparently, other states do 
not have a significant number 
of queries.

Not surprisingly, related 

questions asked on Google 
include “what is recession/
recession definition”; “how 
to survive in economic re-
cession” and “how to make 
money in a recession”

Nigeria is also one of the 
top three countries with the 
most searches for the term 
globally, coming third in a list 
that includes the United Arab 
Emirates; Singapore; Canada; 
Ireland; South Africa and the 
U.S.A.

 According to analysts, 
Nigeria’s recession was trig-
gered by a dip in government 
revenues and spending in 
the wake of the fall in global 
crude oil prices. It’s likely to 
be a bumpy ride ahead for 
the country, so it’s important 
to live by the first rule for 
surviving a recession- Start 
saving money now.

4 months after FCT council polls, INEC 
yet to pay NYSC ad-hoc staff 

F
our months after the 
conduct of elections 
into the Federal Cap-
ital Territory (FCT) 

area councils, the FCT Elec-
toral Commission still owes 
over 300 ad-hoc staff about 
N3.6million.

The ad-hoc staff who 
comprise mainly of National 
Youth Service Corp (NYSC) 
members are said to have 
kept on visiting the office of 
the FCT

Resident Electoral Com-
mission, demanding for the 
payment of their N12, 000 
stipend which has remained 
unpaid.

A highly reliable source 
at the FCT REC office, who 
chose to remain anonymous, 
told BDSUNDAY that most 
of the corps members are 
still trooping into the office, 
demanding the payment of 
their stipend for the conduct 
of the area council polls on 
April 9, 2016.

According to the source, 
this could be because some 
of those contracted did not 
give correct bank details as 
well as omission of account 
number.

Connected Development 
(CODE), a civil society group 
which monitored the 2015 
general elections and FCT 

polls, however, confirmed 
the development through 
its Chief Executive, Hamzat 
Lawal, when contacted that 
even though it could not 
confirm how many has been 
paid yet, there is no cogent 
reason why they have not yet 
been paid.

“Specifically, we went to 
the office of the director of 
finance to know why these 
funds have not been paid, but 
I can tell you authoritatively 
that there is any concrete rea-
son these funds had not been 
paid, because it is actually in 
their accounts,” Lawal said.

While commending INEC 
for the conduct of the elec-

tions, Lawal however, urged 
the electoral umpire to go 
back to the drawing board  
ahead of the 2019 general 
elections; “as we speak to you 
now, some of the ad-hoc staff 
that were engaged in the elec-
toral process have not been 
paid, and these are young 
NYSC ad-hoc staff members, 
and it is quite sad, because 
these funds were budgeted 
for and were released before 
the elections, we wonder why 
some government officials 
are sitting on this fund; so we 
call on INEC to release these 
funds and pay their NYSC 
ad-hoc staff without further 
delay.”

SEYI ANJORIN, Abuja

L-R: Seyi Lawal, legal officer, Chocolate City Group (CCG); Linda Ochugbua, head of sales, Digital Services; Audu Maikori, president, CCG; Ogenevwoke 
Ighure, executive director, Digital Services; Koker, recording artiste, Chocolate City, and Adeyeri Oluwabunmi, account manager, Digital Services, during a 
courtesy visit by CCG to BusinessDay head office The Brook in Lagos yesterday.           Francis Abiagam. 
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I received N1.8 trillion, not N3 ...

Ekiti group endorses Adeniran 
for PDP chairmanship

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, AbujaA
s the August 7 Na-
tional Convention of 
the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 

approaches, a group of political 
leaders in Ekiti State, under the 
aegis of Ekiti Integrity Forum, 
have thrown their weight 
behind Tunde Adeniran, a 
professor and former minister 
of education, as national chair-
man of the party.

According to Dayo Olan-
rewaju, spokesperson of the 
group, out of the candidates 
vying for the position, Ad-
eniran stands out as a man of 
integrity and the most appro-
priate to reposition the party 
for greatness.

“Without mincing words, 
if you check the records, Prof. 
Adeniran stands tall among 
the contestants every inch 
of the way. Undoubtedly, at 
this crucial stage of the party 
and nationhood, PDP needs 
a personality of his calibre to 
steer the ship of the party. It 
is incontrovertible that he has 
no criminal record or ugly his-
tory whatsoever. If we want 
PDP to once again appeal to 
the majority of the electorate, 
we need to choose wisely, we 

need the right person to lead 
us, and that person is no other 
than Prof. Tunde Adeniran.”

Olanrewaju said that Pro-
fessor Adeniran’s unblem-
ished record made the group to 
declare its unflinching support 
for the candidacy of the elder 
statesman. “It is on the premise 
of his enviable personality 
and outstanding qualities that 
Ekiti Integrity Forum, a group 
of Ekiti political stakehold-
ers who have distinguished 
themselves in their various 
professional callings and of 
good character in the society, 
has resolved to support a thor-
oughbred, responsible, honest 
and detribalised Nigerian as 
the next chairman of the PDP,” 
he further announced.

Meanwhile, Adeniran, who 
is also a one-time Nigerian 
ambassador to Germany, has 
urged the delegates and leaders 
of the party to entrust him with 
the responsibility of leading the 
party as National Chairman in 
order to ensure its rebirth and 
the enthronement of good gov-
ernance in the country.

He appealed to the national 
convention delegates to sup-
port his candidacy given his 

wealth of experience serving 
the party and the country 
meritoriously over the years. 
Prof Adeniran said that he 
was certain that, as commit-
ted leaders of the PDP, “you 
do appreciate the great need 
of the party for the wealth of 
experience and the dedication 
that I represent. We will work 
together and leave a legacy 
of honour, excellent party 
administration and good gov-
ernance,” he promised.

Adeniran, a founding 
member of the PDP, was chair-
man of the Electoral Panel 
for the party’s 2011 National 
Convention and Deputy Di-
rector General of the Presiden-
tial Campaign Organisation 
last year. He was Minister of 
Education from June 1989 to 
January 2001, ambassador ex-
traordinaire and plenipoten-
tiary of the Federal Republic of 
Germany between May 2004 
and January 2007; chairman 
of the Governing Board of the 
Universal Basic Education 
Commission (UBEC) between 
2009 and 2011, and Chairman 
and Director of the Directorate 
for Social Mobilisation (MAM-
SER) from 1987 to 1993.

Rotimi Amaechi

BPE) and the World Bank 
who insisted that we should 
not go for an amendment 
but should persuade him to 
increase the threshold. I re-
member the cabinet tried to 
go to court against him and 
I remember that he was also 
trying to go to court against 
commissioners. In fact, the 
procurement DG wrote a 
memo that I felt was very 
incriminating requesting that 
since the law requires the 
governor to take any commis-
sioner who doesn’t comply 
with the public procurement 
law to court, I should please 
take the commissioner of 
education to court for not 
complying. Everybody in 
the cabinet felt that he was 
an alternative governor, they 
felt that he was slowing the 
process”. 

Amaechi said transparen-
cy in the use of public funds 
was key to his administration 
as governor, noting that the 
Rivers community was fully 
briefed periodically on how 
funds were been utilised.

“Within that period we 
insisted on engaging the in-
digenous communities on 
how much we received and 
how we spent the money. 
That is why I feel that after 
this ministerial appointment, 

I should do everything pos-
sible to stay away from gov-
ernment because in spite of 
all the forms of transparency 
I introduced in government, 
one man could begin to tell 
lies to Nigerians and Nigerians 
believe him. “The governor of 
Rivers State said I squandered 
N3trillion naira. I did not 
receive up to N1.8 trillion as 
governor, both from IGR and 
funds from federal allocation. 
So, how could I have squan-
dered money I did not even 
receive in the first place? You 
can see the politics of lies and 
lies,” he said.

“As Minister of Transpor-
tation, I run an open and 
transparent system. I believe 
in name and shame. What 
name and shame does is, if 
you name and shame those 
of them who don’t have con-
science they won’t come to 
public functions. I do have 
conscience. In fact, it was the 
word corruption that brought 
me to this occasion because I 
wanted to see who will get up 
and say to me, ‘this is evidence 
that you are corrupt.’

“ W e  w e n t  t o  c o u r t 
against the Rivers State gov-
ernment on their allegation 
of corruption against me. 
The Court of Appeal said, 
produce that document that 
found this man (Amaechi) 
guilty of those crimes and 

up till today he (Wike) has 
not produced it,” Amaechi 
said.

The Transport Minister 

also told the audience to draw 
closer to government, pay 
more attention and engage 
political appointees to an open 

government.
The minister said: “Please 

come to all of us in govern-
ment, all the ministers in 
government and engage us 
on open governance. For me, 
for ministry of transporta-
tion any information you 
want please write to us we 
will not only give you, we 
will give you on time. This 
is because all of us that have 
become ministers have been 
entrusted by the President. 
His first policy is corruption; 
the second one is economic 
development. We have been 
appointed by the President 
to go and do those following 
things to ensure that there is 
fund that we save from the 
people’s money to develop the 
community and the commu-
nity we have is the Nigerian 
community.

“Indeed you are our lead-
ers, we are here by the grace 
of God and by your grace 
and we believe that you 
have the right to ask ques-
tions. We believe that you 
have the right to demand ac-
countability from ministers. 
We believe that nobody has 
the right to rise from just 
being an ordinary graduate 
of a university by courtesy 
of holding public office, he 
now owns mansions, cars…” 
Amaechi stated.

Earlier in his speech, the 

Attorney General and Min-
ister of Justice,  Abubakar 
Malami, said, “ As you are all 
aware, President Muham-
madu Buhari made fighting 
corruption one of the pillars 
of this administration’s policy. 
Since assuming office, every 
effort has been made to build 
on and expand on what was 
initiated by previous gov-
ernments. Amongst these 
key priorities is the need to 
recover stolen funds and to 
pay back to the Nigerian so-
ciety what they have lost to 
corruption.

“You may recall that dur-
ing the London Anti-Cor-
ruption Summit, President 
Buhari presented a country 
statement on actions that 
would be implemented by 
the government of Nigeria on 
anti-corruption reforms.”

The justice minister said 
the foregoing established the 
fact that Nigeria has always 
appreciated the importance of 
open government as a means 
of ensuring transparency and 
accountability in conduct of 
government business. “It is 
the current administration’s 
position that commitment 
to the promotion of open 
government in Nigeria would 
resonate strongly with the 
message of “change” that the 
new administration repre-
sents,” he said.

Continued from  page 1

Dogara’s aide gave $20,000 each to 9 
Appropriations Committee members 
- Jibrin alleges

Y
akubu Dogara, Speak-
er of the House of 
Representatives has 
been accused of brib-

ing nine members of the House 
Committee on Appropriations 
including its Deputy Chair-
man, Chris Azubogu of the 
sum of $20,000 to blackmail 
him.

The bribe was allegedly 
paid through Dogara’s Deputy 
Chief of Staff, C. I. D. Madu-
abum to the lawmakers who 
had earlier distances them-
selves from the actions of 
Jibrin.

Azubogu who rashly re-
sponded to inquiries by Leg-
islative Correspondents at 
a press briefing held at the 
National Assembly complex, 
accused Jibrin of “unilaterally 
high-jacking the entire budget 
to a hideout with his consul-
tant without the consent of 
the Committee, that was the 
last time the Committee saw 
the budget only for Hon Jibrin 
Abdulmumin to resurface 
about three weeks later, with a 
report purported to have come 

from the Committee.”
While reacting to the Azu-

bogu’s allegations, Jibrin noted 
that “nine out of the 40 appro-
priation committee members 
agreed to participate in such a 
dishonorable press conference 
after shamelessly collecting 
$20,000 each distributed to 
them yesterday at the Speak-
ers residence by his Deputy 
Chief of staff, CID Maduabum.

“My same Deputy Hon. 
Chris Azubogu (you will re-
member his history with Hon. 
Hembe in the 7th Assembly), 
who was used to organise the 
press conference was clearly 
on camera almost crying at 
the press conference where 
I announced my resigna-

tion. It took couple of min-
utes before I could calm him 
down; get him seated for me 
to commence the event. See 
attached documents show-
ing his greedy demands for 
insertions 111 projects into 
the budget which I turned 
down. You can imagine the 
pressure I went through. The 9 
of them are a disgraced to their 
constituents.”

While reiterating his re-
solve to respond to any accusa-
tion leveled against him “until 
like the corrupt Speaker Doga-
ra” and his loyalists responded 
to the 25 allegations leveled 
against them, argued that 
“members of appropriation 
committee were fully carried 
along except those periods 
that the quartet of Speaker 
Dogara and others took away 
the entire Secretariat from me.

“When the appropriation 
bill passed second reading and 
is referred to the appropriation 
committee, a meeting with 
standing committee chair-
men, their deputies and prin-
cipal officers is usually held to 
discuss the guide lines for the 
committee work.”Yakubu Dogara



L-R: Rotimi Olatunji, dean, School of Communication, Lagos State University; Olanrewaju Fagbohun, vice 
chancellor; Yomi Badejo-Okusanya, MD/CEO CMC Connect Group, and Lai Oso, former dean, school 
of communication, Lagos State University, at the 2nd Annual Lecture of the School of Communication 
where Yomi Badejo-Okusanya the Guest Speaker delivered a lecture on ‘Corruption, Image-making, 
National Development & the Role of Marketing Communications’ in Lagos recently.

L-R: Adam Nuru, executive director, business development of First City Monument Bank (FCMB) Limited; 
Folashade Ogunsola, provost, College of Medicine, University of Lagos (CMUL), and Felicia Obozuwa, 
divisional head, human resources & strategy of the Bank, during the launch of FCMB Flexx Hub at Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital, Idi-Araba in Lagos.

Governor of Kaduna State, Mallam Nasir El Rufai (r) receiving a symbolic Peak Milk truck from Rahul 
Colaco, managing director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO, (l) during a courtesy visit to the Governor in Kaduna.

L-R: Michael Otubu, managing director, Quantum Travel Limited; Ahmed Benhlal, sales manager, ARMANI 
Hotel; Audu Maikori, founder, Music Week Africa and Daniel Kleihrauch, director-partnership development, 
Lions and Gazelles, during the ARMANI Hotel Customers Appreciation Event held in Lagos recently.

L-R: Adekunle Adebiyi, general manager enterprise sales, MTN Nigeria and Guest Speaker; Lulu 
Louis Mnguni, South African Ambassador to Nigeria; Dianna Games, director-general, Nigeria-South 
Africa Chamber of Commerce, and Osayaba Giwa-Osagie, director Nigeria-South Africa Chamber of 
Commerce, at the South Africa-Nigeria Chamber of Commerce July 2016 Breakfast Forum sponsored 
by MTN Nigeria in Lagos.

The Ideas House team during the 2016 Mid-Year retreat at Whispering Palms resort in Badagry, Lagos recently.

L-R  Meriam Usman, a beneficiary of the Etisalat Community Skills Set Programme receiving starter 
packs from Mohammed Suleh-Yusuf, head, government and community relations, Etisalat Nigeria; Azeez 
Momoh, prime minister, Auchi Kingdom and Francis Wokoma, president ,O.A.Bella Resources,  at the 
Palace of  the Otaru of Auchi, Edo State recently.

L-R: Michael Sunday Okpaleke, registrar/CEO Radiographers Registration Board of Nigeria; Olusesan 
Oliyide, dean, Faculty of Law, Olabisi Onabanjo University; Hawa Moromoke Oladunni; Omolayo 
Oladugbagbe, chairman, Fourgate Group of Companies and Bishop Charles Marcus, MD/CEO CIDA 
and president Global Gospel University, during the conferment of honorary degrees at the Global Gospel 
University, recently ... Credit: Global Gospel University
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C
onsumers are 
groaning over 
the rising prices 
of Liquefied Pe-
troleum Gas and 

kerosene at depots across 
the country in the last 
one month, BDSUNDAY 
investigations across the 
country, spanning from 
Lagos, Port Harcourt and 
Abuja show.

The consumers, hard 
hit by low purchasing 
power and rising inflation 
that has brought about 
soaring prices of goods 
and services, are currently 
exploring alternatives in 
coal and firewood despite 
the accompanying health 
hazards and.

The implication is that 
the high demand for coal 
will bring about defores-
tation as this could lead 
to felling of trees for fire-
wood, which are used to 
produce coal and this is 
also against the green zone 
forestation.

BDSUNDAY che cks 
around Lagos, Port Har-
court, Abuja and other 
states revealed that the 
price of liquefied petro-

Consumers express worry over 
soaring price of gas, kerosene

leum gas popularly re-
ferred to as cooking gas 
has risen between 40 to 
53 percent in the last one 
month due to delay in 
supply.

In Lagos metropolis, 
50kg gas cylinder rose by 
over 50 percent from N7, 
500 to sell for N16, 000. 
12.5 kg gas which sold 
for between N2, 700 and 
N3,000 now sells for be-
tween N3, 500 to N4, 300.

Also, 6kg gas rose to sell 
for between N1, 800 and 
N2, 000 from between N 
1,400 and N1,500 while 
the 4.5kg camp gas which 
sold for between N700 and 
N800  now sells for N1,200.

“I get regular supply but 
it’s very costly now and 
customers are not buying 
as much as before because 
of the price increase. I have 
no other alternative so I’m 
managing the situation be-
cause I’ve been doing this 
business for long,” Agu Eze, 
a gas retailer in Lagos told 
BDSUNDAY.

Jide Akinyele, a user of 
cooking gas, said, “The last 
time I bought gas which 
was two months ago, I 
bought 12.5kg for N2,700 
but few days ago, I bought 
the same size of gas around 

a filling station in Mile 
12 that dispenses gas for 
N4,200.”

The story is not any 
different in Port Harcourt 
and Abuja as consumers 
who spoke with BDSUN-
DAY confirmed that gas 
price has increased sig-
nificantly.

Ugo Okocha, another 
user of cooking gas  in Port 
Harcourt, said: “I filled my 
12.5kg gas cylinder for 
N3,500 in Santiago gas 
station only last month. I 
was shocked when I went 
back to the gas station and 
was told it’s now N4, 000. 
I usually alternate with 
Kerosene but now, the 
price of kerosene has gone 
up as well.”

A litre of kerosene that 
sold for N150 is now be-
tween N200 and N300 
at filling stations while 
the same litre goes for as 
much as between N400 
and N450 at other retail 
outlets. The big Eva bottle 
of kerosene now sells for 
between N550 and N600 
against between N280 to 
N300 that it sold for last 
month.

BDSUNDAY findings 
further showed that some 
consumers now use fire-

wood, coal or sawdust 
as alternative means of 
cooking.

“Everyone cannot af-
ford to buy gas or kerosene 
this period because they 
are quite expensive. I use 
coal some times for cook-
ing in addition to kero-
sene. With N200 coal, I 
only need little kerosene 
and it can serve me fine. I 
know some people that use 
firewood or even sawdust 
now to cook just to man-
age the small cash at their 
disposal,” Nnenna Njoku, a 
resident of Abuja, said.

But some environmen-
talists see the develop-
ment as anti-development 
and dangerous to human 
existence as some of the 
trees provide freshness 
and oxygen for peaceful 
human existence on earth.

“This is a very costly 
mistake because the im-
pact on the environment 
is totally horrendous and 
negative. Why it’s so bad 
is that there is no need 
to move to coal, firewood 
or even kerosene for that 
matter. Nigeria is the 8th 
largest producer of gas in 
the whole world and it’s 
terrible we are not using 
our gas domestically.

“One of the worst prob-
lems is that it can lead to 
deforestation and we can-
not afford to deforest any-
more. To see people who 
are deforesting because 
they need fuel in a country 
that has gas is the most 
ludicrous nonsense, said 
Desmond Majekodunmi, 
environmentalist.

According to Doyin 
Odubanjo, public health 
expert, cooking with coal 
or firewood is hazardous 
to health as it exposes 
consumers to a myriad of 
diseases and that is beside 
the inconvenience associ-
ated with this method of 
cooking.

“The resultant air pollu-
tion can also lead to dam-
age of the airways. Apart 
from exacerbating existing 
conditions that people 
might have in terms of air-
ways diseases like asthma, 
it could actually predis-
pose towards other condi-
tions like pneumonia and 
in fact it’s a proven factor 
in pneumonia incidence in 
children.

“There have been ef-
forts over the years to 
guide households away 
from such sources of en-
ergy. It increases child 

mortality when you have 
such pollutions in the 
house. So, it’s dangerous 
for the health and primar-
ily for the airways. It can 
predispose to diseases of 
the respiratory system,” 
Odubanjo said.

However, some ana-
lysts have called on gov-
ernment to live up to its 
responsibility by ensuring 
that the Petroleum Indus-
try Bill (PIB) is passed into 
law so as to encourage 
refining of the products.

According to them, it 
is when these products 
are refined that the by-
products such as kerosene 
can be made available for 
local consumption.

“Government should 
move further and quickly 
too in its current efforts 
at deregulating the down-
stream sector as other 
by-products too could be 
used to feed our steel com-
panies,” says Friday Ameh, 
energy analyst.

According to Ameh the 
current situation of im-
porting kerosene and even 
refined products shows 
lack of commitment to the 
development of the sector 
in particular and economy 
in general.

…Deforestation looms as consumers resort to firewood, coal
CHINWE AGBEZE
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Killing in God’s name
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P
eople do strange things 
in the name of God these 
days. And as society be-
comes more advanced, the 
sophistication of atrocity 

and weird occurrences seems to in-
crease.

Many years ago, Nigerians would 
swear that certain atrocities would 
never happen in the country. They 
were in the habit of cringing and 
nursing a feeling of shock each time 
they heard that somebody beheaded 
another, or that somebody dismem-
bered the body of another person. In 
those days, they were seen in foreign 
films and such stories were heard 
from far away Nigeria.

Today, not only that such atro-
cious deeds are everyday occurrence 
in the country, they are committed 
by those who profess to serve God. 
In fact, they claim they do it to please 
God.    

Early in June, angry Muslim 
youths in Wambai area of Kano 
State murdered a female trader over 
allegations that she blasphemed their 
religion. The unnamed woman, who 
sells plastics at the local market, was 
said to be in the company of her 
husband when she was murdered.

Analysts recall that the Kano kill-
ing was coming barely a week after 
an outbreak of religious violence and 
the purported killing of a Christian 
over alleged blasphemous comments 
in Niger State.

A report quoted the Public Rela-
tions Officer, PRO, of the Kano Police 
Command, DSP Musa Magaji, who 
confirmed the incident and con-
firmed that the victim was accused 
of blasphemy during a religious argu-
ment at Wambai market.

Last few weeks, a forty- two- year- 
old mother of seven and an assistant 
pastor with the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God (RCCG), Eunice Elisha, 
was in the early hours of a Satur-
day murdered by assailants, while 

preaching around Gbazango- West 
area of Kubwa in the Bwari Area 
Council of the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT).

There is also a video in circulation 
and in YouTube showing how a fam-
ily was rounded up by some youths 
on religious matters in a village in the 
North. All the members of the family 
were beaten and burnt alive in the 
full glare of bystanders.

On several occasions, police have 
intercepted culprits with human 
skulls and flesh and their objective 
is to use the human parts to make 
sacrifices to god for various reasons.

In Nigeria and globally, killing of 
human beings by those an analyst 
described as “people possessed by 
demonic influences” for various al-
leged purposes for God has become 
rampant. While some individuals 
engage in killings secretly, some 
militants engage in the act publicly, 
eliminating those who do not belong 
to the same faith.

A few days ago, Nigerians were 
shocked when a young man wearing 
a white robe and sporting dreadlock 
was paraded as a prophet by police in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State. The so-called 
prophet was said to have chained his 

Ezeugo, popularly known as Rev. 
King, meted out to members of his 
church, which led to the death of a 
female member of the church. He was 
earlier this year sentenced to death 
by the Supreme Court for carrying 
out ‘deliverance acts’ which led to the 
death of the worshipper.

Early this year, the Supreme Court 
affirmed the death sentence passed 
on Rev. King who remains the leader 
of Christian Praying Assembly (CPA), 
a church with headquarters at Ajao 
Estate, Lagos.

A Lagos High Court had earlier 
passed a death sentence on the self 
acclaimed man of God. What was 
his offence? He arrogated powers to 
himself, tortured and subsequently 
set Ann Uzoh, a worshipper, ablaze. 
This eventually led to her death.

The self-styled pastor was re-
ported to have set her on fire as part 
of the process of punishing her for 
committing what he referred to as 
“an act of fornication.”

“During his trial, King admitted 
flogging seven people as that was 
his way of meting out justice to any 
recalcitrant member of his congrega-
tion. At any rate, why would any sane 
person take the laws into his hands by 

DANIEL OBI

son to the bed over allegation that 
the boy stole a piece of meat from a 
soup pot.

The self-professed prophet, who 
is also the father of the boy, tortured 
and starved the 9-year old son for 
over four weeks as part of a ritual 
purportedly designed to prevent 
him from stealing. The unfortunate 
boy was discovered in a dark room, 
looking frail, weak, and tired. This 
astonished the state police spokes-
person, Muyiwa Adejobi.

“It is shocking and baffling that a 
man who claims to be a man of God 
could be involved in such a barbaric 
and inhuman act,” the police spokes-
man told journalists.

“He was in a very bad shape, 
greatly emaciated because of poor 
feeding,” Adejobi also said.

The boy was rescued from a 
room near a church in Atan, Ogun 
State, after police received a tip-off. 
“The suspect is believed to be a pas-
tor at the Key of Joy Celestial Church 
in Ogun,” the police PRO said, but in 
a quick rebuttal, the church denied 
that they had any dealing with the 
boy’s father.

The case calls to mind the in-
human treatment Chukwuemeka 

meting out corporal punishment on 
fellow human beings simply because 
they were deemed to have committed 
an offence?”, an analyst wondered.

In recent times, beating, slapping 
and kicking of individuals in some 
religious centres for confessions 
and curative reasons have become a 
norm. Many condone this and see it 
as part of healing or deliverance. This 
was the practice Rev. King was said to 
have adopted but unfortunately, his 
case turned sour. Many people fail to 
question these healers until things get 
completely out of hand.

A few days ago, some members 
of the Islamist State (ISIS) who pro-
claimed themselves as “soldiers of 
ISIS” stormed a church in northern 
France during Mass and slit the 
throat of an 85-year-old priest and 
held nuns at gunpoint as they tried 
to flee.

The recent Ogun State boy tor-
ture; Rev. King’s case, the Kano and 
Abuja murder cases and many more 
un-heard cases in the name of god 
signs-post illiteracy, crude behaviour 
occasioned by lack of strong laws and 
lack of deep understanding by some 
people including worshippers who 
arrogate powers to themselves to 
torture and kill fellow human beings.

How on earth does the Ogun pas-
tor think that chaining his son for 
several weeks with irregular food, 
instead of constant counseling, would 
obviate an alleged stealing habit? 
Why did Rev King choose the option 
of setting his members ablaze or why 
did Abuja murderers kill their fellow 
human beings for professing their 
faith or preaching?

The nation needs re-orientation, 
education and tolerance in various 
spheres, especially religion. Today, 
many people take the laws into their 
hands by torturing; maiming and 
killing either for god or for selfish in-
terest. Salvation and paradise belong 
to those who serve God not those 
who kill for Him because He never 
mandated any one to kill.

Cruel minds

T
he superman’s stories, the 
extraordinary man with 
super strength, speed, sens-
es, durability-extrasensory 

and unusual powers.
African states are currently 

passing through a deplorable state, 
concept and conflict. Who is the 
Superman that will redeem her from 
all these forces of ……….

There are other super stories 

with a lot of morals and principles 
that will guide the younger genera-
tion for a better Africa. 

The 40 page book was publicly 
presented and launched commiserat-
ing the 25th Valedictory ceremony 
held at Ronik Comprehensive School, 
Ejigbo, Lagos on the 13th July 2016. 

The author Christianah Chidera 
Amadi, 10 year old primary 6 pupil 
of Ronik International Nursery 

and Primary School Ejigbo, Lagos 
expresses her inspiration of writing 
this book for people to use it and 
develop their talents at a tender age, 
for people to be inspired, for people 
to know that whatever anybody can 
do, you can do better, to serve as an 
inspiration for younger ones and 
also to learn from the lessons of each 
story and to bring the change in the 
Government of change.

The superman of Africa and other super 
stories by Christianah Amadi 
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Hotel owners in Rivers 
count losses as militancy, 
insecurity drive away guests

T
he hospitality in-
dustry, once the 
mainstay of the Port 
Harcourt economy, 
is said to be in seri-

ous nose-dive due to exodus 
of guests that ought to occupy 
the rooms. Inside sources esti-
mated that over 50 per cent of 
rooms now lie idle every night.

It was gathered that apart 
from the obvious fact of many 
workers seeking transfer out 
of the state, travellers no lon-
ger want to come to the garden 
city. Inside sources said instead 
most of the conferences that 
used to attract high traffic to 
the state are now staged in 
Abuja and other states that are 
considered safe.

In the face of the calamity, 
hotels say they now dedicate 
40 per cent of their income to 
power self-supply. This is said 
to have put the hospitality 
industry in Rivers State in a 
tight corner.

 A top source said; “The mo-
ment any guest arrives your 
hotel the first thing he would 
ask for is if you had steady 

power supply, even before 
venturing into the rooms to 
see the beauty, but we do not 
get enough power supply. So, 
we resort to power plants with 
expensive diesel requirements. 
On the average, 40 per cent 

of your operating cost will go 
to power supply; servicing of 
plant, diesel, electricity bills, 
etc.”

The other, he said, is inse-
curity. “No big company comes 
to Port Harcourt anymore for 

annual general conferences 
and summits. They now prefer 
to go to Abuja and Lagos where 
security is better. Nobody 
looks this way and so, occu-
pancy level in many hotels is 
very low. If any hotel is oper-
ating at 50 per cent, then they 
are very lucky. Often, they 
struggle with 30 per cent level. 
So, you reduce your overhead 
and reduce staff number. We 
trim down and never think of 
staff promotion or increment. 
No many hotels still pay sala-
ries as and when due. They go 
into the new month for weeks 
before paying. It is that bad.

 The state government has 
been battling to turn this ugly 
tide, combating the violence 
and insecurity as well as lend-
ing a hand in hosting major 
conferences just to restore the 
confidence of travellers to the 
oil city. The state government 
has also preached peace to 
douse tension.

Top sources said the prob-
lem in the hotel industry 
started some four years back 
when political crisis started in 
the state. This led to return of 
militancy and armed cultism 
and the bloody image of Rivers 

state scared away investors.
Others however men-

tioned multiple taxes as an-
other disincentive to hotel 
owners in the state capital as 
touts invade the hotels almost 
on a daily basis. A source said: 
“Taxes are too many in Rivers 
State”.

Hotels are regarded as gold-
mine for revenue to state gov-
ernments but the sources in 
Port Harcourt said they lacked 
funds to develop facilities to 
grow bigger, unlike the foreign 
investors in the hospitality 
industry who they said bring 
in cheap capital to overtake 
the locals.

The sources said they too 
travelled all over the world 
and see innovations but lacked 
funds to translate these to ac-
tion at home.

The source said; “Our major 
problem is funding, we know 
what to do to be first class but 
no funds. Interest rate is 25 per 
cent. How do you make gain if 
you take away 40 per cent for 
power and 25 for interests? 
Banks are not ready to lend 
to hotels at 10 per cent. To get 
a generating set, banks are 
demanding for 28 per cent to 

sponsor it. That is our head-
ache. So, we are restricted to 
what we get daily to reinvest. 
We cannot do massive invest-
ment or upgrade. You have 
maintenance, salaries to pay, 
and security to sort out. The 
major problem is that banks 
are not supportive”.

When contacted, the chair-
man of the hospitality trade 
group in the Port Harcourt 
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry, Mines and Agriculture 
(PHCCIMA), Obadiah Ezene-
kwe, said the hotel owners 
and the state government 
were working hard to restore 
room occupancy in hotels in 
the state. 

Ezenekwe, also the vice 
chairman of hoteliers in Riv-
ers State, said they had met 
with the state’s commissioner 
for tourism but that they have 
applied to meet with the gov-
ernor to plot how to boost the 
industry.

The retired chief engineer 
said: “We have written to 
meet with the governor. We 
have to make sure we see him. 
Our supervisory ministry is 
culture and tourism and we 
have met with the commis-
sioner. We have discussed 
and she knows our problems. 
We want to see the governor 
to pour our problems because 
so many issues are pending 
especially multiple taxes. We 
have been able to overcome 
the problems of local councils. 
We have had meetings. We 
are working to meet the head 
of the Rivers State Internal 
Revenue Service. Hotels are 
willing to pay but we do not 
want double billing from 
several groups.”

Hopes are however high in 
the sector that the state gover-
nor who has floated a fund for 
hospital owners may do same 
for hoteliers. This could be one 
of the reasons the hotel as-
sociation craves to meet with 
Gov Nyesom Wike.

 The chairman confirmed 
this, saying; “He promised to 
look into floating fund for 
hotels. This sector can help 
the state governor. We have 
not less than 2000 hotels in 
this state and if we are to pay 
a rate agreed with the state 
government, they would not 
complain because we know 
what they can make from us. 
We want harmonisation. We 
have done so with local coun-
cils and we pay in bulk. This 
is what we want to arrange 
with RIRS. That way, there 
would be no leakage because 
we know our members.”

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Nyesom Wike
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…observers urge restraint  

CHUKA UROKO, NATHANIEL AKHIGBE & 
OMOBOLAJI DAVID-OJUMU

Governor Ambode

G
overnor Akinwunmi 
Amb o de of  Lagos 
State has been ad-
vised to tread cau-
tiously in the imple-

mentation of the law prohibiting 
street hawking in the state and 
also review the activities of 
members of the Kick Against 
Indiscipline (KAI) brigade.

T h o s e  w h o  s p o ke  w i t h 
BDSUNDAY said that given the 
terrible economic situation in 
the country, it may not be desir-
able for the state government to 
go on with the implementation 
of the law for now.

The advice came on the heels 
of the recent decision of the state 
government to fully implement 
the law banning street trading 
following the fracas that re-
sulted in the death of a hawker 
and destruction of about 47 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) buses 
belonging to Primero Transport 
Service Ltd and LAGBUS Asset 
Management.  

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
there have been several inci-
dences of violence in the past 
between KAI officials and street 
hawkers in the state which re-
sulted in bloodshed and loss of 
lives, with the latest occurring 
on June 29, 2016 at Maryland. 
In the latest incident, KAI offi-
cials reportedly chased a street 
hawker who was running to 
evade arrest until the hawker 
was crushed to death by a mov-
ing vehicle.

Adeleye Adewole, chairman, 
Centre for Organisational and 
Professional Ethics (COPEA-
FRICA), advised Governor Am-
bode to step down action on the 
planned clampdown on street 
hawkers in the state unless he 
has an immediate alternative 
plan to cushion the effect.

According to him, while it 
is enviable for Lagos State to 
pursue a mega city status, it is, 
however, unfortunate that cur-
rent economic realities in the 
country do not support the state 
government’s decision to take 
hawkers off the streets, arguing 
that the effects of the decision 
could be too telling on individu-
als and on the state.

“Some of these hawkers, if not 
all, are actually on the streets 
because government has failed 
to provide the enabling environ-
ment. They are on the streets 
fighting for survival. Some are 
actually graduates of higher insti-
tutions. If Governor Ambode does 
not want overwhelming increase 
in crime, he should step down his 
decision banning street hawk-
ing,” Adewole told BDSUNDAY.

The attraction of Lagos
Because of the large indus-

trial and commercial activities 
coupled with the size of its mar-
ket which compares with the 
very largest in the world, Lagos 
has become the go-to city in 
Nigeria. Influx of people into the 
city is such that an unconfirmed 
report estimates that 300,000 
people visit the city on daily ba-
sis. Some of these people come to 
look for work in the industries, 

some come to learn trade or to 
apply the one they had learnt 
elsewhere, while some come as 
mere adventurers with intent to 
‘hustle’, in which case they are 
ready to take up any job or trade 
available.

For a combination of reasons 
including its small land size, 
huge population estimated at 
21 million, huge demand, and 
sometimes craze, Lagos is a very 
expensive city where land cost, 
house price, house rent, shop 
or office space rent, food price, 
hotel room rate, school fees, etc 
rank among the highest, if not 
the very highest, globally. It is, 
therefore, a privilege to have 
a job, office or shop and upon 
that own a home – built, bought 
or rented – in this city where a 
recent report estimates its hous-
ing deficit at 3 million units and 
says that about 80 percent of 
the residents live in rented ac-
commodation and spend about 
50 percent of their income on 
paying house rent.

The Nigerian Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS) in November 2015 
estimated the rate of the un-
employed or under-employed 

people in Nigeria at 50 percent 
and it could be argued that over 
50 percent of this number re-
sides in Lagos.

Unfortunately, many of these 
unemployed people whose num-
ber keeps growing are found 
on the streets and highways 
in Lagos as traders or hawkers, 
running after vehicles and ex-
posing themselves to risks and 
also constituting themselves into 
environmental nuisance.

A case for hawking
Street trading and hawking 

are as old as commerce itself 
and are common features of big 
cities of Nigeria, differing only in 
degrees from one city to another. 
In Lagos State, hawking has been 
taken to a frightening and dizzy-
ing level where it has become an 
environmental and sociological 
problem that has given succes-
sive administrations in the state 
severe headache.

Recently, moved by the in-
creasing menace of these hawk-
ers, some of whom use the trade 
as a cover for sinister motives 
that make life uncomfortable 
for others, the state government 

came up with a law that banned 
both street trading and hawking 
in the state.

The law is just a new addi-
tion to the litany of laws which 
the state has enacted in the past 
nine years. They came in tor-
rents during the eight years of 
Babatunde Fashola as governor. 
Fashola had a law for virtually 
every aspect of human existence 
and activity.

The major challenge of laws 
in this state has always been 
enforcement and, almost always, 
these laws come as economic 
life-line for the enforcers. The 
Traffic Law of 2012 allegedly cre-
ated instant millionaires among 
the law enforcement agencies 
and the numerous road wardens 
across the state.

Also, in a recent article ‘Am-
bode and the street traders of 
Lagos’, Reuben Abati, a former 
spokesperson to ex-President 
Goodluck Jonathan, upheld that 
for the buyer who has been de-
monised along with the seller in 
the Lagos State law, street trad-
ing actually provides easy access 
to a lot of goods and services.

“When you are trapped in the 

ubiquitous traffic hold-ups across 
the city, running into hours 
oftentimes, it helps to just look 
out the window and buy any 
food item ranging from fish, to 
fried meat and shrimps, loaves 
of bread, biscuits, gala, meat pie, 
water, beer or any other type of 
drink. If it is a rainy day and you 
need to step out of the vehicle, 
you can buy an umbrella while 
in the traffic. You can also get 
served hot milk, tea or coffee, 
or have a shoe-shiner give your 
shoes a new, clean, gleaming 
look,” Abati wrote in the article.

“On a sunny and humid day, 
and you are thirsty, you can have 
very cold fan milk, or any other 
drink to cool down your system. 
Pop-corn, roasted maize, walnuts, 
name it, everything is available 
by the roadside, as the traffic 
crawls. If you have issues with 
your phone, or your wrist-watch, 
or even your clothes, you can buy 
new ones on the streets. Books, 
musical CDs, electronics, even sex 
toys, and aphrodisiacs. There is a 
special connection between traf-
fic and street trading,” he wrote.

Referring to Governor Am-
bode’s statement that it would 
cost the state government N139 
million to put buses vandal-
ised back on road following the 
Maryland incident, Abati said 
the governor needed to be re-
minded of the over-zealousness 
of KAI-LASTMA officials and the 
recklessness of BRT bus drivers 
also, and the fact that N139 mil-
lion may replace buses, but it 
would not replace a life that has 
been lost.

“According to the governor, it 
will cost the state government 
‘almost N139 million to put those 
buses back on the road’. The 
governor sounds as if the loss of 
these buses is more painful than 
the death of Nnamdi, the street 
hawker who was chased to his 
death,” he wrote.

He noted that to push the 
hawkers out is to destroy the 
only dream they have of re-
maining human, and that the 
state government should take a 
second look at the law.

“Perhaps, the most urgent 
thing is to insist that anyone of 
school age must not be found 
hawking, during school hours. 
And no matter what, Governor 
Ambode should not rob us of 
the humour of the streets, a rich 
therapeutic part of life and living 
in Lagos,” he said in the article.

Menace of KAI officials
The new law against hawking 

has the state’s paramilitary bri-
gade – Kick Against Indiscipline 
(KAI) – as the enforcers and duti-
fully, they are already at work, 
seizing goods, allegedly extorting 
and fining the owners arbitrarily 
and exorbitantly. And this calls to 
question the thinking that went 
into the promulgation of the law 
in the first place.

KAI, which has become very 
controversial by reason of its 
modus operandi, is a law en-
forcement unit of the Lagos 
State Ministry of the Environ-
ment, established in 2003 under 
former Governor Bola Tinubu’s 
administration.

Faulting  the recruitment 
process of officers into KAI, 

C002D5556

Ambode’s sledgehammer 
on street hawkers
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Adeleye Adewole said some of 
the officers are ‘area boys’ and 
‘thieves’ recruited from the 
garage, who ideally should not 
have been commissioned to take 
such public task on behalf of the 
government.  

“How can you give such a task 
to ‘area boys’ to perform? The 
same area boys who are chasing 
commercial bus drivers in Lagos 
are the ones now in government 
uniform chasing street hawkers 
to death,” he said.

“I like to ask: what happens 
to the edible food items KAI of-
ficials confiscate from hawkers? 
I think if the government wants 
the job done professionally, it 
should engage educated people, 
not putting touts on the streets 
to be chasing citizens who are 
looking for their daily bread,” 
he added.      

He also recalled that in late 
2015, KAI officials arrested a 
young lady who hawked popcorn 
and fried groundnuts in Victoria 
Island. Not only did they seize her 
items, they arrested and kept her 
in their custody for “three terrible 
days” before she was constrained 
to produce N16,000 as “bail fee”, 
and upon her release, her items 
had vanished.

In a recent article, Elias Ozik-
pu, playwright, novelist, auto-
biographer, essayist, polemicist 
and social commentator, said one 
of the vision statements of KAI 
Brigade, which is ‘eliminating 
all forms of street trading and 
hawking’, shows that its officials 
have been empowered by the 
state government to brutalise 
hawkers in the state.

“Anyone who has spent a full 
week in Lagos will have no dif-
ficulty in confirming the notori-
ous activities being perpetrated 
by officials of KAI with impunity, 
particularly on the Island area 
of the state. It must be said that 
the degree of criminality that is 
associated with them is bred-in-
the-bone. These days, they have 
notebooks containing all the 
names of those who trade by the 
roadside. The ‘deal’ is that each of 
these traders coughs out N500 
every Monday and Friday just 
so that their merchandise might 
not be snatched,” he said.

He explained further that 
whilst street trading and hawk-
ing may indeed constitute envi-
ronmental eyesore as the Lagos 
State Government is desirous to 
make Nigerians believe, the street 
traders and hawkers are the direct 
products of successive corrupt ad-
ministrations that have left them 
with no feasible alternative of 
surviving on their own soil.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, 
Monday Otono, former chairman 
of the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Senior Staff Association of Nige-
ria (PENGASSAN), Rivers State 
chapter, said the KAI Brigade of-
ficials, who appear to have been 
empowered to compound the 
woes of these hapless hawkers 
and traders, resort to brutality, in-
timidation, and even steal or rob 
from the unfortunate hawkers.

“I know Lagos very well. I 
have seen KAI officials arrest-
ing hawkers arbitrarily. They 
have become so notorious that it 
would not be an exaggeration to 
state that they now have striking 

similarities with robbers, except 
that the traditional robbers are 
not clad in attires made possible 
by taxpayers’ money,” he said.

According to him, the ever-
increasing state of unemploy-
ment and high cost of shops in 
the country, particularly in La-
gos, leave hawkers with the only 
option of storming the streets 
with their items on their heads, 
striving for survival.

“It is therefore disdainful, 
villainous and spiteful that the 
government nurses no modi-
cum of concern about the harsh 
conditions that reduced these 
citizens into this state of despon-
dency,” he said. 

Banning without alterna-
tives

It clearly beats the imagina-
tion that Lagos, with all the 
wealth available to it, seems 
not to prepare adequately for 
all these laws to succeed before 
coming up with them. Perhaps, 
a couple of samplers will suf-
fice. It was expected that the 
state government should have 
built as many houses as possible 
before coming up with the Ten-
ancy Law of August 2011 so that 
when a tenant could not afford 
what his landlord demanded, 
he would easily turn to govern-
ment’s houses.

Unlike today when the state 
government can beat its chest 
for the number of rural roads 
it has rehabilitated in the past 
12 months which the residents 
have commended highly, when 
the Traffic Law of August 2012 
was enacted, the roads were in 
a terrible condition and people 
expected the government to 
have fixed those roads before 
unleashing its enforcers on mo-
torists and so, the headache was 
not only from the starry-eyed 
road wardens but also the ter-
rible state of the roads.

Agreed that several efforts 
have been made by previous 
governments to contain these 
hawkers and their menace with-

out success, the question to ask is 
whether permanent solution has 
ever been contemplated by the 
state government. Much as people 
do not like the menace of these 
hawkers, they still expect the 
government to find a permanent 
solution, such as building a mar-
ket for them that will be heavily 
subsidized so as to make the stalls 
affordable by people in that class.

Besides those who, in the 
guise of hawking, rob with arms 
concealed in their wares, there 
are others who are genuinely in 
that business as their only means 
of livelihood. Majority of them 
feed, pay house rents and send 
their children to school from the 
proceeds of that small business 
and so, sending such people out 
of ‘business’ without providing a 
leeway for them means trauma-
tising their present and blighting 
their future. And this is not part 
of efforts at nation building.

It amounts to emphasizing 
the obvious that times are hard 
in Nigeria today. Many who had 
jobs yesterday no longer have 
any today. People are losing 
their jobs daily and it is the duty 

of government the world over 
to cater for its citizens. In this 
part of the world, government 
is about self and so, with govern-
ment unable to provide jobs or 
favourable atmosphere for busi-
ness, these hawkers and street 
traders, at great risks to their 
lives, struggle daily to survive by 
staying and selling on the roads.

Blessing Momoh, an Abuja-
based economist, suggests that 
if well harnessed, the financial 
strength of street traders and 
hawkers could indeed be of 
immense value to state govern-
ments, and particularly Lagos 
State, if mutually-beneficial poli-
cies are put in place.

“They actually pay indirect 
taxes by way of levies to local 
governments in the state. When 
their goods are seized by govern-
ment officials, exorbitant fines 
are taken from them to have 
their goods back. There are bet-
ter options the government can 
explore without sending them 
packing from the streets. But 
again, if government succeeds 
in chasing them away from the 
streets, it will still be the loser 

because some of these hawkers 
will definitely turn to crime in 
retaliation against government,” 
she explained.    

Dayo Lawanson, a Nigerian 
who patronises street hawkers, 
said banning street hawkers 
without proffering an alternative 
means of livelihood for them is 
wrong and not an antidote to the 
problem. She advised that gov-
ernment should relocate them or 
make stores in certain places along 
the major roads where hawkers 
can stay and not cause traffic.

“Government can also find 
a way to empower them by 
teaching them some skills before 
telling them to get off the streets. 
I had a conversation with one of 
the hawkers and the boy was 
quite well spoken for a street 
hawker. It was so obvious he 
was above the regular profile of 
a street hawker; he would greet 
and talk very politely. When we 
started talking, I asked him why 
street hawking and how much 
he was making. We found out 
he started hawking because he 
couldn’t finish secondary school 
and had a younger sibling to take 
care of. His profit on each box 
of Gala sausage roll was almost 
N1,000 and that was enough to 
get them a meal for the day and 
their needs,” Lawanson said.

“So, yes, for most of them 
the hawking is their only live-
lihood. I believe they can be 
given trainings, and then a 
start-up. I heard from the gov-
ernor that Lagos State has an 
employment fund for those 
interested. We need to think 
out of the box. Street hawking 
is a big issue, and it needs to be 
attacked from its root, which is 
getting these people informal 
or formal education. And then 
helping them start up. How 
long will they stay on the street 
hawking? It is not a long-term 
job at all,” she said.

The street hawker as a fall guy
To make matters worse for 

these hawkers, there are alle-
gations that most of the seized 
goods are shared among the KAI 
officials, who have constituted 
themselves into street warlords. 
These and more should be seri-
ous food for thought for the state 
government while the enforce-
ment of the law goes on.

C002D5556
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T
hat many Nigerians are angry at 
the moment is an understatement. 
There are many reasons to be 
angry. An army of well-educated 
youths roaming the streets with-

out a job and without hope for a dependable 
source of livelihood; a legion of skillful, able-
bodied men and women who are wasting 
away without encouragement from govern-
ment; a mass population of citizens who pay 
for electricity they do not use; law-abiding 
citizens who are harassed in the day by of-
ficial armed men and at nights by criminals. 
No safe haven in the country.

A good number of Nigerians who are 
classified as “employed” are indeed just 
holding onto such jobs for want of what 
else to do; many are at the verge of being 
sacked; many others have lost a better part 
of their monthly pay as a result of endless 
salary cuts. In many families, husbands and 
wives have been rendered jobless by the 
current economic malaise. Good food has 
since disappeared from the table in many 
homes and children have been stopped from 

pursuing their education. It is frustration in 
and frustration out. Anger is everywhere. 
A people once described as the happiest on 
planet earth are now angry folks. They have 
lost their joy, replaced by violence and raw 
anger. A society where illegal arms-bearing 
is the order of the day is hardly a haven for 
peace. Peace has since taken flight, giving 
way for a culture of hate.

Apart from the danger daily being posed 
by criminals who wield all sorts of dangerous 
arms in all corners of the country, even those 
who are licensed to bear arms have turned a 
huge threat. They too are angry folks. A po-
liceman that goes home with a peanut salary, 
with seven children or more (many of them 
have too many children because of the pov-
erty mentality) and too many responsibilities 
on his shoulders, might pull the trigger at the 
slightest provocation while on his beat. He is 
angry with a society that gave him gun with-
out food. He is angry at everybody, because to 
him, it does not make sense to put the burden 
of the country on him when he is in dire need 
of deliverance.  

Then you talk about too many illegal 
guns in wrong hands – and nobody cares. 
From East to West, and from North to South, 

the story is the same. Too many arms in the 
hands of wrong people and innocent citizens 
are bearing a huge brunt of the madness.

Although the country still retains some 
number of fairly trained security forces, 
they are poorly equipped to meet the secu-
rity needs of the 21st Century Nigeria.

Indeed, the rate at which sophisticated 
arms and ammunition are being procured 
and deployed for criminal purposes has been 
a cause for serious concern for analysts as 
well as well-meaning Nigerians, some of 
who have begun to speak up.

“In the absence of constitutional guar-
antees that empower people to bear arms 
either for self-defence or as part of their cul-
tural attire, the possession of lethal weapons 
by persons not authorized to do so is the most 
obvious symptom of a doubtful sovereignty, 
incipient insurgency and even the seeds of 
civil strife. The latter possibility should be 
of greater interest for a country that has 

being used and dumped and then decided 
to wreak havoc on society.

It was also said that the Niger Delta 
militants’ eyes “got opened” after they had 
attended Sani Abacha’s ‘10 Million Man 
March’ in Abuja organised by the defunct 
Youths Earnestly Ask for Abacha (YEAA) 
under the leadership of one Daniel Kanu. 
The militants, most of who had not crossed 
the South-South before then, were mobilised 
by politicians at that time to go sing Abacha’s 
praise. During the trip they saw the splen-
dour that was the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and realised that it was the Niger Delta 
that yielded the money used in turning a 
wasteland into a cynosure of all eyes. Upon 
their return to the Niger Delta, so the story 
goes, they took their militancy to another 
level – kidnapping oil workers in the region, 
especially expatriates, for ransom. It was also 
said that by the time the civilian government 
returned in 1999, the already “militarised” 

Dangerous arms in the 
hands of angry Nigerians
ZEBULON AGOMUO

managed to survive our 
nasty civil war,” said a 
concerned analyst.

The culture of thug-
gery introduced by the 
Nigerian brand of politi-
cians who always want 
to win at all cost may 
have also given birth 
to the excessive vio-
lence in society. With 
the country’s return 
to civil rule, politicians 
began to see political 
power as a do-or-die 
affair and in the mad 
crave to win elections 
at all cost, they began 
to acquire dangerous 
weapons to outdo one 
another. The advent of 
Boko Haram insurgen-
cy has severally been 
blamed on politicians 
in Borno State, North-
East Nigeria, who felt 
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area became more volatile as political ac-
tors enlisted the services of the militants to 
prosecute their political ambitions.

Since then, there’s no looking back. Many 
of them have become many things, hiding 
under the struggle for self-determination 
and agitation for resource control. Many of 
them have been accused of gun-running 
and many more.

Today, many parts of the Niger Delta 
are “gun-infested”. Some of the “warlords”, 
who have their abodes in the creeks, are 
controlling huge cache of dangerous arms, 
more sophisticated than even the ones being 
owned by the state.  

In the South East, although the struggle 
for the actualisation of Biafra was initially 
a peaceful move, it appears that the latter-
day agitators are not all brandishing olive 
branches. The Nigerian Police and military 
have severally accused them of bearing 
dangerous arms. The allegation may not 
necessarily be dismissed with a wave of the 
hand considering the wave of kidnappings 
going on in that region currently.

In the South West, some of the area boys, 
who were vibrant in the days the Oodua 
People’s Congress (OPC) and visited terror on 
some states of the region brandishing only 
charms, have since graduated into arms-
carrying. They have since been hijacked by 
politicians who equipped them with danger-
ous weapons. Today, whenever they choose 
to demonstrate, residents in that area go to 
bed while it is day. They unleash terror and 
violence on society nowadays. And their 
instruments of terror are not registered.

Observers say that many youths who had 
been frustrated by the prevailing economic 
circumstances in the country, whose de-
grees, higher certificates and skills no longer 
guarantee them their daily meal may have 
decided to take the odd and hard way to eke 
out a living, hence the excessive criminality 
in society.

Many years ago, whenever robbers heard 
that the police were coming, they would nat-
urally take to their heels, because they had 
lesser firearms than the security agencies 
whose weapons were more sophisticated. 
Not so any more.

Lamenting the danger of illegal arms 
in the hands of criminals, Chidi Amuta, a 
publicist and former university don, in an 
exclusive interview with BDSUNDAY, said 
the state today seem to have lost the capacity 
to guarantee security of lives and property.

“It is the duty of the sate to buy guns, 

maintain a police force, military and all which 
are superior to those of the ones challenging 
them. But a situation in which non-state ac-
tors are now challenging the state in the area 
where the state used to have monopoly raises 
cause for serious concern,” Amuta said.

“In those days if you heard that govern-
ment was coming, you ran away because gov-
ernment had uniform and guns. But today, 
uniforms and guns are no longer a monopoly. 
In fact, non-state actors – the militants and all 
the others – even have bigger guns. Theirs is 
even more frightening. Armies and soldiers 
have a protocol for deployment of forces. 
Now, militants or terrorists have no protocol, 
they have no rule of engagement; in fact, the 
bigger the gun a person wields, the more the 
person is a commander. And as a result of that, 
insecurity which breeds instability becomes 
the order of the day,” he added.

He observed that when a state is afflicted 
by a precarious economy, a volatile polity 
and a doubtful security apparatus, it is on 
its way to joining the league of failed state.

“Recent African history is replete with 
the story of states that have literally disap-
peared or fallen into palpable dysfunction 
as a result of the shooting down of the gov-
ernment in the capital by armed insurgents 
advancing from the bush. Uganda, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, Somalia, Democratic Republic 

of Congo and Cote d’Ivoire have in one form 
or the other suffered this fate with varying 
degrees of horror,” Amuta said.

“Easily the most attractive economy in 
the West African region, Nigeria clearly 
offers a lucrative market for the thousands 
of illegal arms unleashed by civil war and 
insurgency in the sub-region. Absorbed in 
its own all too frequent internal convulsions 
and an exaggerated sense of sub-regional 
importance, Nigeria seems to have surren-
dered to the corrupt culture of those paid 
to protect its borders. So, nearly anything 
from dilapidated cars to military tanks can 
literally be ferried across the country’s land 
borders and entry ports,” he said.

Amuta, a former director of the Director-
ate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure 
(DFRRI) in the old Imo State and currently 
chairman and CEO, Wilson & Weizmann 
Associates Ltd, said the menace of cross-bor-
der arms trafficking has been made worse 
for Nigeria because it has functioned as the 
major military bulwark against rampant 
insurgency in the sub-region.

“Specifically, Nigeria has had to intervene 
militarily in the civil conflicts in both Liberia 
and Sierra Leone. It is not unexpected that 
members of the army that is not particularly 
reputed for its outstanding discipline would 
return home with caches of arms that could 

be freely traded in the black market,” he said.
“More importantly, Nigeria was until 

1999 a long-standing military dictatorship 
of an incoherent variety. A rapid succes-
sion of regimes through countless coups 
and regime changes led to a high attrition 
rate in the officer corps. The retired officers 
are known to return to their ethnic home 
bases with sizeable arms which they put 
at the disposal of local warlords and ethnic 
champions. There have been cases where 
retired military officers have participated in 
the training, equipping and indoctrination 
of ethnic militias. A good number of these 
officers are retired rather prematurely. Hav-
ing been spoilt by the privileges and perks 
of high political office, they easily become 
instruments of political agitation to gain 
some relevance,” he added.

Could it be poverty-induced?
While not justifying the rise in violent agi-

tations, Amuta said widespread poverty in the 
country may have made it a fertile environ-
ment for easy recourse to violence as a means 
of settling disputes that would ordinarily 
require peaceful adjudication and arbitration.

“The pressure on individual and group sur-
vival has driven neighbouring communities 
to reach for each other’s jugular over minor 
boundary disputes, over farming, fishing or 
mining rights and claims. In order to gain the 
upper hand in these skirmishes, the political 
elite have been known to place at the disposal 
of the combatants considerable amounts of 
cash and access to weapons,” Amuta said.

“When peace and order are restored, 
these arms somehow manage to find their 
way into a swelling arsenal of a nationwide 
underground army of bandits, armed rob-
bers, contract killers and free lance gunmen. 
In this thriving sub-sector, arms are sold, 
rented or hired for a fee with a definite profit 
sharing arrangement between the own-
ers of the arms and the end users who are 
often criminals. Crime investigations have 
sometimes revealed an uncanny relation-
ship between criminal gangs and the law 
enforcement agents. Police and military 
personnel have been known to sometimes 
make their officially assigned weapons avail-
able to criminals for a fee or themselves use 
such weapons to commit crimes sometimes 
in government uniform,” he said.

It must be pointed out that in Nigeria, 
there is an existing legislation that authorises 
individuals to bear certain kinds of arms 
with government licence. These range from 
gaming rifles to light handguns and service 
weapons in the case of senior retired police 
and military personnel. In such cases, the 
assumption is that the licensing authority 
must satisfy itself that the person so licensed 
to bear arms is rational, responsible and of 
such social standing as not to use such arms 
for criminal or anti-social purposes. It is 
also expected that the vendors from whom 
such weapons are acquired are sufficiently 
scrupulous as not to be tempted by profit to 
sell their wares to wrong persons. But the 
profit motive has sometimes compelled legal 
arms dealers to delve into the more lucrative 
murky world of the black market.

“Taking advantage of the famed laxity of 
the Nigerian customs and border controls, 
freelance operators have infiltrated the arms 
trade, smuggling arms from such unlikely 
places as Kosovo, Somalia and Russia,” Amuta 
further explained.

In its editorial comment on ‘Disarming 
Bad People’, Nigeria Review suggested that 
the battle to rid Nigeria of illegal arms can 
only succeed if it forms part of a multi-
pronged arms reduction programme.

“The components of this programme 
must include a fight against violent crime, 
conflict resolution to reduce inter-commu-
nal friction, anti-terrorism and piracy in the 
Niger Delta, effective border and entry point 
controls and increased discipline among the 
security forces. There needs above all to be a 
deliberate arms reduction process involving 
the exchange of illegal weapons for jobs or 
cash or both,” it said.
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Forget who brought back 
the locomotives and enjoy 
the modest beginnings

L
ast week, the Abuja 
- Kaduna rail project, 
a long-awaited key 
infrastructure project, 

was commissioned for the 
second time in a year

to start commercial trips. 
For most Nigerian’s 50 years 
and older, they were elated 
that the new railway would 
afford their children a train 
experience. But typical of 
Nigeria, and sadly, the com-
missioning sparked debates 
about which government 
initiated, executed and/or  
completed the project.

Social media was abuzz 
with debates about the leader 
that virtually completed the 
project but got no recogni-
tion and another president 
who, having questioned the 
authenticity of the project, is 
now taking credit for some-
thing he criticised only a few 
months ago.

Checking the facts, it is 
obvious to see that the proj-
ect has gone through four ad-
ministrations. It was report-
edly conceived by President 
Olusegun Obasanjo in 2006 
when the deal was signed. 
President Umar Yar’Adua 
didn’t make much progress 
with it during his tenure. It 
was the President Goodluck 
Jonathan administration 
that reorganised and began 
work on the Abuja -Kaduna 
rail project and virtually 
completed it while President 
Muhammadu Buhari did the 
official commissioning.

The debate about the gov-
ernment responsible for the 
project is clearly along party 
divide as supporters of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) are screaming blue 
murder, laying claims to the 
project and its success while 
the adherents of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
count the project as one of 
their milestones.

The vision for a new stan-
dard gauge railway system 
for Nigeria spanning north 
to south and east to west 
was conceived by Obasanjo 
and an $8billion contract 
was awarded for the first 
phase which was from La-
gos-Kano. This project was 
subsequently suspended and 
renegotiated, giving rise to 
the Abuja-Kaduna railway 
project.  The contract was 
awarded in 2010 for $874 
million with a $500 million 
loan facility from China’s 
Exim Bank and a counterpart 
fund from Nigeria.

The project was billed to 
be completed in 2014 after 
work began in 2011. I recall 
that 25 locomotives were 
purchased in 2009.

Shortly before the exit of 
the previous administration, 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

A
s Abians s e ek 
quick resolution 
to the leadership 
impasse in the 
state, the Umun-

neato stakeholders forum, 
made up of people from Isi-
ala Ngwa North, Isiala Ngwa 
South and Osisioma Ngwa 
Local Government Areas of 
the state, have appealed to the 
people of the state to support 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu to 
contribute his quota to the 
development of the state.

The group decried what 
they termed “the unceasing 
battle” Ikpeazu has been sub-
jected to since he assumed of-
fice as the governor of the state, 
a year ago, noting that any 
attempt by anybody or group 
of persons to hijack power 
through the backdoor from 
Ikpeazu, would completely 
throw the state into anarchy.

The group in a communi-
qué issued after its meeting on 
July 24, 2016 at the residence 
of Chuku Nwachuku in Isiala 
Ngwa North, rejected in its 
entirety, the judgment of Okon 
Abang of the Federal High 
Court, Abuja that annulled 
Ikpeazu’s election and the 
hasty issuance of certificate of 
return to Uche Ogar, by the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC).

They argued that since the 
creation of Abia State in 1991 
that no Ukwa la Ngwa person, 
has ever been allowed to be 
elected the Governor of Abia 
State, irrespective of the fact 

that the people occupy 9 out of 
the 17 local government areas 
of the State, including Aba and 
the oil producing area of Ukwa 
land.

They stated that the gover-
norship position zoned to Abia 
South senatorial zone, which 
was incontrovertibly won, by 
Ikpeazu, is not negotiable and 
can never be compromised, 
stressing that any attempt by 
anybody or group of persons 
to highjack power through the 
backdoor from Ikpeazu, is one 
that would completely throw 
the State into anarchy.

The group affirmed that 
they would do everything 
humanly possible to protect 
the mandate freely given to 
Ikpeazu and his government, 
even if it means taking their 
lives.

The communiqué signed 
by all the stakeholders from 
the three Local Government 
Areas and read by Martins 
Azubuike,  sp eaker,  Abia 
House of Assembly, reads, 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

‘Any attempt to remove Ikpeazu 
through the back door will 
throw Abia into anarchy’

the entire members of Umun-
neato Stakeholders Forum, 
evaluated and reappraised 
the political development in 
Abia State, with respect to 
the attempted plot to craftily 
unseat the elected and incum-
bent Governor of Abia State, 
Okezie Ikpeazu from office.

Members of the forum ve-
hemently and unanimously 
frowned at the unceasing 
battles, the Governor has been 
unnecessarily been subjected 
to, before, during and after the 
general elections, including the 
supplementary election and 
the various litigations institut-
ed against him at the election 
tribunal, which ended in his 
favour, including the Supreme 
court judgment.

The forum is amazed that 
the enemies of progress in Abia 
State could go on to hatch what 
could be likened to a civilian 
coup d’état and even nearly 
succeeded in executing same 
against our Governor, who was 
overwhelmingly elected by the 
Abia electorate.

It is common knowledge 
that the Governor, by all stan-
dards have taking steps to em-
bark on policies, programmes 
and projects that have placed 
Abia State on the part of rapid 
growth and development.

Umunneoto Ngwa Stake-
holders Forum, hereby unani-
mously resolve as follows that 
we reject in its entirety, the 
judgment of Okon Abang of 
the Federal High Court, Abuja 
and the hasty issuance of cer-
tificate of return to Uche Ogar, 
by INEC.

Politics

porters to get into the press 
section of the train. When 
the train left the station I 
was overwhelmed, then I 
started to feel uncomfort-
able. Why? Shortly after the 
train took off, I noticed there 
was no parameter fencing 
and herds of cattle were 
just strolling very close to 
the tracks. Anything Well, 
I truly hope that is sorted 
out soon.

Over to the cost of going 
back and forth Kaduna on 
the train; I heard it is N500 
for one way and it immedi-
ately struck a chord. If this 
is actually for the poor like 
they said, live in Kaduna 
and work in Abuja, that 
means the civil servant or 
the worker gets to pay at 
least N5,000 weekly and 
that is minus taxi fares to 
and from the train station. 
Is it really for the poor? I rest 
it there.

On the lighter side of 
things, before the arrival of 
the President at the venue 
of the commissioning cer-
emony, I noticed that people 
were coming to shake hands 
with the Minister of Sport. 
I became curious and de-
cided to pay attention (I 
wasn’t eavesdropping just 
the journalistic instincts), I 
heard him repeating what 
the President said when he 
gave the directive that “if 
you have nothing to do in 
Rio, stay at home and cheer 
the team”.

Then I figured that the 
young man was lobbying 
to be put on the list of those 
going to Rio. The minister 
capped his refusal with “we 
are very tight”, I shook my 
head, what pressures they 
must face at times like this.

The President finally ar-
rived and was received by 
members of his cabinet, the 
Senate President, Speaker, 
Chief Justice of Nigeria, the 
Kaduna State governor, and 
others, I noticed something 
again. As the President was 
shaking hands with those 
who had lined up to welcome 
him, when he got to the Min-
ister of Interior, Abdulrah-
man Dambazau, he

stopped and talked to 
him in a stern way, with that 
look that said he was saying 
his mind. This time, none of 
them smiled at each other, 
the minister had a surprised 
look. What could really be 
wrong? I wish I knew.

it Abuja-Kaduna project was 
commissioned. I covered 
the ceremony.  From what 
I observed last year, all the 
basics were already in place. 
President Jonathan, some 
members of his cabinet as 
well as journalists, rode the 
train to the Kubwa station. 
The company was still work-
ing on the communication 
system and other techni-
calities from what I saw. 
Funny thing though the 
Chinese company in charge 
of the construction said on 
its website that the project 
was completed in December 
2014. President Jonathan 
had delayed commissioning 
until the arrival of the rolling 
stocks, they said.

So as it stands, the proj-
ect has been commissioned 
twice, by both Jonathan and 
Buhari.

Sadly, while Nigerians 
debated whether it was 
President Jonathan, and not 
Buhari, who should take 
credit for the project, they 
forget the most important 
point in all this: The proj-
ect was funded with our 
commonwealth, the taxes 
of hardworking Nigerians 
from all walks of life, and not 
from the private purse of any 
president, either past, present 
or even future. And most 
especially, as the project was 
funded largely with a loan, 
it is the taxpaying Nigerians 
like you and maybe even 
our children that will pay 
for the project. We would 
be better off scrutinizing 
the project and ensuring 
that we get value for every 
single kobo spent on these 
infrastructure projects in-
stead of drowning ourselves 
in a senseless debate about 
which president started or 
completed a project. This is 
food for thought.

Well, so now that I have 
given you this brief sermon, 
does it make any differ-
ence? I hope it does strike a 
chord in our consciousness 
about what we should hold 
important. Meanwhile, the 
Abuja - Kaduna rail means 
train rides is fast returning 
to our national transport 
infrastructure like we had 
in the 1960’s through to 70’s 
when citizens enjoyed train 
rides with style. Back then, 
you could just take your

family on a tour, book a 
cabin and enjoy the beauti-
ful sights of the Nigerian to-
pography as you went along.

So now you know, this 
was my first train ride in 
Nigeria. It was a beautiful 
but scary experience. On the 
day of the commissioning, 
I moved briskly to ensure 
I was one of the first re-
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PDP crisis: We’re open to peace talks, says Makarfi 

T
he leadership crisis 
rocking the People’s 
D emo cratic Party 
(PDP) recorded a new 

twist, as facts have emerged 
that the two warring groups 
had resumed peace talks in 
Abuja.

The initial efforts at rec-
onciling the two groups col-
lapsed when the PDP Na-
tional Caretaker Committee 
led by Ahmed Makarfi and 
the Ali Modu Sheriff factions 
failed to agree on the venue 
of the proposed convention 
as well as sharing of delegates 
to participate in the conven-
tion. 

Arising from the failure of 
the peace talks, Sheriff swiftly 
applied to a Federal High Court 
in Abuja presided over by 
Justice Okon Abang and got an 
order stopping the convention 
which the caretaker commit-
tee had scheduled for August 
17 in Port Harcourt.

But  a  PDP chieftain 
and serving senator, Buruji 
Kashamu, confirmed at the 
weekend that a reconcilia-
tory process had commenced 
between the two groups. 

Spokesman of the  caretaker 
committee, Dayo Adeyeye, in 
confirming the reconciliation 
moves said at another press 
conference that the Committee 
was not opposed to any peace 
efforts just as he declared that 
party members had started 
talking to one another after 
Thursday’s court ruling in 
Abuja. 

Justice Okon Abang of an 
Abuja Federal High Court had 
declared, illegal and uncon-
stitutional the constitution 
of the Ahmed Makarfi-led 
caretaker committee, having 
flouted a subsisting order of 
the Lagos Division, which 
restrained the party from 
fielding candidates into the 
positions of national chair-
man, secretary and national 

auditor, respectively. 
Reacting to the court ruling, 

Adeyeye lamented the em-
barrassing manner in which 
courts were being manipulated 
by politicians in the country, 
pointing out that in the end all 
issues will be resolved politi-
cally. 

“We are tired as caretaker 
committee because of the way 
politicians are using courts to 
interfere in our operations. 
We are not averse to political 
settlement. Our doors are open 
for any peace talk”. 

He also stressed that the 
caretaker committee was still 
working towards a success-
ful conduct of the August 17 
national convention in Port 
Harcourt amidst political or le-
gal movements. Kashamu who 
held a 30-minutes closed door 
meeting with Sheriff at the lat-
ter’s office in Maitama Abuja, 
disclosed to journalists that he 
was mediating between the 
two camps.

“I came to mediate; I belong 
to two of them. I have been 
talking to the two groups. He 
(Sheriff) is an easy going man; 
he wants the party to move 
forward. In the next three 
days everything will be over,” 

...As Sheriff asks NJC to remove erring judges
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja 

Ahmed Makarfi
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W
hat is your re-
action to Pres-
ident Buhari’s 
appointment 
of Olatokunbo 

Ajasin as board member of 
NDDC?

The constitution of the gov-
erning board of the Niger-Del-
ta Development Commission 
(NDDC), though very belated, 
is a welcome development. It is 
a relief to the people of the oil-
producing areas of Ilaje Local 
Government that their represen-
tative will serve on the govern-
ing board of the NDDC as against 
the sole administratorship now 
in place.

This joy was however, short-
lived when the name of one Ola-
tokunbo Ajotunde Ajasin from 
Owo Local Government Area in 
the Northern Senatorial District 
of Ondo State was announced 
as the representative of Ondo 
State. The NDDC Act, 2000 that 
sets up the Commission makes it 
clear that anyone that would be 
chosen as a representative of any 
of the nine states and holds the 
position of Managing Director 
and the two Executive Direc-
tors must be indigenes of the 
oil-producing areas. Section 2(1) 
(b) of the NDDC Act, 2000 states 
that: ‘one person who shall be 
an indigene of an oil-producing 
area to represent each of the 
following member states, that is 
Abia, Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross 
River, Delta, Edo State, Imo, Ondo 
and Rivers State.’

In the same vein, for the ap-
pointment of the Managing 
Director and the two Executive 
Directors, Section 12 (1) of the 
Act provides: ‘There shall be for 
the Commission, a Managing 
Director, and two Executive 
Directors who shall be indigenes 
of oil producing areas starting 
with the member states of the 
Commission with the highest 
production quantum of oil and 
shall rotate amongst member 
states in the order of production.’

The operative words in the 
two sections when considering 
the nomination of a state repre-
sentative, the MD and the two 
EDs are as follows: They shall 
be indigenes from oil producing 
areas of the state. An indigene 
is person who is a native to the 
soil/land. He is an aborigine of 
the locality in question. His foun-
dation and root are coterminous 
to the locality where he is. He is 
not an “imported” person to the 
locality.

An oil producing area, though 
not defined in the Act, but would 
mean a locality where oil ex-

ploitation that contributes to 
the national wealth takes place. 
In other words, production of 
oil mineral must be in the area 
concerned. A locality or an area 
cannot be called oil-producing 
except where the actual oil 
production which contributes 
to the economy of Nigeria is 
taking place.

It is on record that oil explora-
tion and exploitation that con-
tributes to the national economy 
of Nigeria is found in Ilaje Con-
stituency 1, which is Ugbo Area 
in Ondo State. As of now, there 
is no other local government in 
Ondo State other than Ugbo in 
Ilaje where oil exploration and 
exploitation are being carried 
out. What this implies is that 
only the oil-producing areas in 
Ilaje are qualified by the provi-
sion of the NDDC Act, 2000 to 
produce the representative for 
Ondo State in the Commission.

He is not qualified to be nomi-
nated as a board member in the 
Commission. So, we are asking 
Mr. President to rescind it.

If the President refuses to 
accede to the demand, what is 
the next line of action?

There is no one that will allow 
his home to be vandalised and if 
he has a right to react, that will 
not react. God in His providence 
put this oil in that locality so that 

the people can use the proceeds 
from it to ameliorate their suffer-
ings that nature has inbuilt into 
that environment. So, nature as 
a corrective measure, also put 
in this oil so that when it is ex-
ploited and used, the proceeds of 
it can be used to ameliorate their 
sufferings. To now take it away 
from them and give it to another 
place or another person will be 
antithetical and it will lead to a 
challenge within that environ-
ment. So, in order to avert this, 
it is needful that Mr. President 
should do what is right and fair 
to withdraw the nomination of 
Adetokunbo Ajasin. 

No doubt, Ajasin is a notable 
person in Ondo State. But the 
law forbids him from being the 
representative on the Board 
of NDDC. The President has a 
million and one appointments 
that he can give if he knows the 
man as a person who can work 
with him, but definitely not that 
of the representative of Ondo 
State on the Board of NDDC. It 
is restrictive to the Ugbo people 
in Ilaje Local Government Area 
of Ondo State.

And I dare say that apart 
from the fact that reactions will 
come, there is a limit to which 
you can contain the youth; for 
those of us who believe in due 
process, we shall not hesitate to 
petition the National Assembly 

on the matter that the individual 
should not be confirmed. And 
the person concerned, we will 
write to tell him that if you 
are told to become a king in a 
foreign land where you have no 
idea whatsoever; it is like ask-
ing somebody to come and be-
come the king of England from 
Nigeria. You should rather tell 
yourself that I will not go there 
because you will be messed up. 
So, it behooves him to follow the 
path of honour and reject it. If 
he does not do so, we will write 
him, write the Senate and ulti-
mately the matter will proceed 
to court as urgently as possible. 
We will enforce our rights. We 
will not waive it. Under no cir-
cumstances on planet earth will 
that be waived.

The federal lawmakers when 
enacting the NDDC Act 2000 
understood this and they said 
the person should be an indigene 
of the oil-producing area. And so, 
it’s not negotiable. I believe Mr. 
President must have made this 
error, which can be rectified. I do 
hope that he will do so.

Does this imply that if the 
nominee is confirmed, he may 
not have the cooperation of 
people in the area?

God forbid that he should 
be confirmed. But assuming by 
error and omission it happens, 
it will amount to choosing a 
person from Akwa-Ibom to be 
the Sultan of Sokoto. And you 
now imagine what will happen 
in the caliphate. Where will the 
person stay? It won’t work. So, 
asking him to come and be the 
state representative, who is he 
coming to meet with?

He is from Owo Local Govern-
ment Area, which is Ondo North 
Senatorial District. And Ilaje is 
Ondo South Senatorial District. 
You will need to pass through If-
edore Local Government, Akure 
North, Akure South, Idanre, 
Ondo East, Ondo West, Ile-Oluji/
Okeigbo, Odigbo, Irele, Okitip-
upa, Ese-Odo and Ilaje Local 
Government. It’s unimaginable.

What is happening is this: 
like the MD of NDDC would 
come from an oil-producing 
area and somebody will now say 
because it is Nigeria, you now 
go to Borno State and bring MD 
to represent people in the Niger 
Delta. It should be an indigene 
of the oil-producing area. So, 
he won’t have a home base. In 
fact, he cannot go there. It is 
not possible. If you deploy 5mil-
lion military men, they cannot 
stop the crisis. If you deploy the 
whole army of Nigeria to come to 

Ilaje, it will not work. The law is 
explicit. And if this government 
is a government that values the 
law, it should obey it.

We talk about judiciary not 
being timely enough in prosecut-
ing people who are corrupt. But 
we don’t need judiciary for this. 
This is very explicit. The Vice 
President is a lawyer. The Presi-
dent has an Attorney General, 
he knows what to do.

So, the questions to ask Ajasin 
are: are you from an oil produc-
ing area? If yes, where is your 
local government? Are you from 
Ilaje? Are you from Ugbo? If he 
says ‘No’ how many oil compa-
nies are exploiting and exploring 
oil in Owo? It will not work and 
the government should not test 
the will of the people. The crisis 
that is already ravaging the Ni-
ger Delta region, they should not 
add the one of Ondo State to it.

As an APC chieftain, is this 
not a disservice to APC mem-
bers in Ilaje Council Area?

We will not want to use that 
word. But we want to say if a 
man makes a mistake, which is 
pointed across to him; the truth 
of him being a man is for him to 
make a change. It’s only when 
you stick to it and say you are 
not going to change, that is 
when we will now begin to say 
this must be a disservice to the 
people. Those who advised Mr. 
President to make the appoint-
ment should be questioned the 
way they questioned those who 
padded the 2016 Budget.

So, the people who are there 
in the system should know that 
this is the pattern. I think there’s 
only one state in the Niger Delta 
where if you pick anybody from 
any local government, you may 
not be violating the law, that 
may likely be Bayelsa where 
virtually all the eight local gov-
ernments are oil-producing. I’m 
not saying this authoritatively 
but I think that may be the case. 
For example in Delta State, you 
cannot go to Asaba to pick some-
body because they are not an 
oil-producing area, the same 
thing in Ondo State. You cannot 
go to any other place apart from 
the Ugbo part of Ilaje. We have 
known Mr. President to revers-
ing issues. When the issue of 
universities was raised, that the 
university authorities had not 
completed their tenure, they 
reversed it. So, this should be 
reversed in the interest of peace, 
justice and equity or else the 
challenges will become monu-
mental. And this government is 
not created for crisis.

Benson Enikuomehin is a legal practitioner and former board member of the Niger 
Delta Development Commission (NDDC). In this interview with OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, 
he explains why President Muhammadu Buhari’s appointment of Olatokunbo Ajasin as 
a board member of the Commission should be rescinded. Excerpts:

‘Why Buhari should rescind Ajasin’s 
appointment as Ondo nominee for NDDC’

Enikuomehin
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T
he ne e d for go o d 
men to take active 
interest in public 
affairs, especially 
by getting involved 

in p olitics and governanc e 
of their localities, has been 
amply expressed by several 
generations of great minds, 
often highlighting the dire 
consequences of not doing so. 
This was the point made by 
the great philosopher Plato 
when he wrote in ‘The Repub-
lic’, “The fate of good men who 
refuse to become involved in 
politics is to be ruled by evil 
men.”

Edmund Burke, the 18th 
Century British statesman, is 
also known to have echoed 
the same thought when he 
wrote in his ‘Thoughts on the 
Cause of Present Discontents’, 
“All that is necessary for the 
forces of evil to triumph is 

it is), is that any reason not 
to get involved? If Christians 
stay out of politics, they re-
move the light of the gospel 
from the political arena and 
abdicate their responsibility 
to be the salt of the earth that 
savors and preserves society... 
the Christian who refuses to 
become involved in politics 
consigns the realm of politics 
to the secular and the unre-
generate,” he writes.

Eidsmo e quotes  Senator 
Mark Hatfield, the late Ameri-
can politician and educator, 
who once said, “For the Chris-
tian man to reason that God 
does not want him in politics 
because there are too many 
evil men in government is as 
insensitive as for a Christian 
doctor to turn his back on an 
epidemic because there are 
too many germs there. For the 
Christian to say that he will 
not enter politics because he 
might lose his faith is the same 
as for the physician to say that 
he will not heal men because 
he might catch their disease.”

In Nigeria today, in light of 
the cloud of bad governance 
that currently envelopes the 
country, there is an increasing 
clamour for more good men in 
Nigeria – in this case success-
ful professionals in different 

When 
‘good 
men’ shun 
politics

for enough good men to do 
nothing.”

Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., the 
26th President of the United 
States, put in more elaborately 
and explicitly in his April 23, 
1910 speech at the Sorbonne 
in Paris, France, titled ‘Citi-
zenship in a Republic’.

“ It  is  not the critic  who 

c o u n t s ;  n o t  t h e  m a n  w h o 
points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of 
deeds could have done them 
better. The credit belongs to 
the man who is actually in the 
arena, whose face is marred 
by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who 
errs, who comes short again 

and again, because there is 
no effort without error and 
shortcoming; but who does 
actually strive to do the deeds; 
who knows great enthusi-
asms, the great devotions; who 
spends himself in a worthy 
cause; who at the best knows 
in the end the triumph of high 
achievement, and who at the 
worst, if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, so that 
his place shall never be with 
thos e c old and timid s ouls 
who neither know victory nor 
defeat,” Roosevelt had said.

John Eidsmoe, a American 
professor of constitutional law 
who previously taught at the 
Thomas Goode Jones School 
of Law, Faulkner University, 
Montgomery, Alabama, nar-
rows it down to Christians in 
his ‘God and Caesar: Christian 
Faith and Political Action’, 
where he encourages Chris-
tians to join politics.

Against the backdrop of the 
oft-stated excuse that poli-
tics is a dirty game, Eidsmoe 
agrees that politics may in-
deed be dirty, but adds, how-
ever, that so is business, law, 
labour, education, sports, and 
just about every other imag-
inable human activity under 
the sun.

“But if politics is dirty (and 
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CHUKS OLUIGBO

Quite frankly, we need to get in-
volved in how this country is run, and 
the more of us that get in there the bet-
ter. Otherwise, we will be left with nin-

compoops, mediocre people who will 
be answering governors, deputy gover-

nors, House of Assembly members

Emeka Anyaoku

...Concerned Nigerians 
say more professionals 
must get involved now

C002D5556
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fields of endeavour – to get 
involved in politics to rescue 
the country and the citizens 
from the present quagmire.

Alex Otti, immediate past 
group managing dire ctor/
chief executive officer, Dia-
mond Bank plc, while speak-
ing in Lagos last Wednesday 
at the launch of a b o ok of 
essays in honour of Phillips 
Oduoza, outgoing GMD/CEO 
of United Bank for Africa plc, 
encouraged the retiring UBA 
boss to go into politics and 
use his wealth of professional 
experience gathered over a 
period of 30 to get his home 
state of Imo out of the woods. 
He also urged other Nigerian 
professionals to join politics 
now or watch the country fur-
ther descend into a cesspool.

“When you go out there 
and see the quality of people 
who make decisions that af-
fect you and me, you will be 
ashamed. You can go to You-
tube and watch a legislator at 
the House of Representatives 
talking about our economy. I 
don’t remember the name of 
the gentleman but I remember 
what he said. A legislator, a 
House of Reps member was 
asked how the economy was 
doing, and he said, ‘The econ-
omy is sinking; it is doing like 
this, like that, like this, like 
that. If not for this strongman 
called Buhari, the economy 
would get under water’. That 
was his own economic analy-
sis,” Otti said.

“Quite frankly,  we ne e d 
to get involved in how this 
country is run, and the more 
of us that get in there the bet-
ter. Otherwise, we will be left 
with nincompoops, mediocre 
people who will be answering 
governors, deputy governors, 
House of Assembly members. 
As we know, everything is 
garbage in, garbage out. If you 
garbage in, you will garbage 
out,” he said.

The book, ‘Dynamics of the 
Nigerian Financial System: 
Essays in Honour of Phillips 
Oduoza’, is a collection of a 
total of 30 scholarly essays 
edited by Michael M. Ogbeidi, 
a professor in the Department 
of History & Strategic Studies, 
University of Lagos.

Otti bowed out as GMD/
CEO of Diamond Bank in 2014 
and waded into the murky 
waters of Nigerian politics. 
He contested the 2015 gov-
ernorship ele ction in Abia 
State under the auspices of 
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), but lost to 
Okezie Ikpeazu of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP). Not 
c onvinc e d that he lost the 
election, Otti had gone to the 
Elections Petitions Tribunal in 
protest. The case later went to 
the Court of Appeal, and then 
the Supreme Court, but Otti’s 
bid to wrest power from Ik-
peazu failed as the apex court 
ruled in Ikpeazu’s favour. Otti 

Richard Mofe Damijo Bob-Manuel Udokwu

C002D5556

Let us come to the critical analy-
sis of this whole thing. What is the 

qualification for somebody to vie for 
a seat in the House of Assembly? Pri-

mary Six. What’s that for House of 
Reps, Senate, governor? Cheap. And 
for president? Most of us have better 
qualifications than what the country 

has prescribed for its rulers

has since retired into journal-
ism where he writes a back 
page c olumn in one of the 
prominent national dailies 
while waiting for another op-
portune moment.

Earlier in February, Bob-
Manuel Udokwu, ace actor 
and senior special assistant 
(creative media) to Anambra 
State governor, Willie Obiano, 
had told BDSUNDAY in an in-
terview that creative industry 
people were best suited to rule 
the country.

Aske d why many enter-

tainers were going into poli-
tics, Udokwu said the motiva-
tion was to serve the people in 
a different capacity.

“You can’t sit on the side-
lines and keep complaining 
that things are not working 
right. I went to vie for a po-
sition in the Anambra State 
House of Assembly and people 
asked me this question a cou-
ple of times and my answer 
is this: I have children who 
are in secondary school now 
and they know their father is 

influential. The things I saw as 
bad happening to our country 
when I was their age are still 
there til l  to day.  Now they 
grow older and ask me: ‘Dad, 
at some point in your life as a 
young person you had influ-
ence, you were well-known 
and people loved you, you had 
the opportunity of going into 
a political office where you 
could help to change things. 
Why didn’t you explore that 
opportunity to make the coun-
try better by becoming in-
volved in what was going on?’ 
What do you think I would tell 
them? I would bow my head in 
shame,” he said.

“But I had to try, and they 
know I’ve tried and will keep 
trying. I know it’s going to 
work but if it doesn’t, my chil-
dren will give me a pat on the 
back and say, ‘Dad, you tried. 
It’s an evil system out there.’ If 
I succeed, they will say, ‘Dad, 
you see you have encouraged 
us and we are proud of you 
that when you went in there, 
things changed for the better’,” 
he added.

Udokwu said a number of 
big-time creative people have 
successfully done politics and 
returne d to their  creative 
career, citing American actor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
was a two-term governor of 

into those chambers and they 
have nothing to offer. And so 
it becomes business as usual,” 
he said.

“How many people are in 
the Senate? How many are in 
the House of Reps? And how 
many of them do you see to-
day when they show Senate 
sessions saying anything? Do 
we have to continue like that 
when we have very vibrant, 
well-e ducate d young men 
and young women who have 
shown themselv es, the world 
already knows them? Some 
of these politicians, we don’t 
know their strength of char-
acter; some of them don’t even 
have stable homes. All we see 
are posters and there’s a lot of 
largesse, but Google up any of 
these artistes that are vying 
for positions and the whole 
world knows them. You can 
be in Afghanistan and at the 
click of a button you know 
who Bob-Manuel Udokwu is. 
So let people stop question-
ing the rationale for people 
in entertainment going into 
politics,” he said.

It would be recalled that, 
many Nigerians some years 
back had urged Emeka Anya-
oku, a former Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, to go into 
politics, and possibly vie for 
the presidency,  but he de-
clined.

the State of Cali-
fornia but is now 
back on the movie 
set, as well as Ni-
gerian actor Rich-
ard Mofe Damijo, 
who moved from 
special adviser to 
commissioner, and 
is also now back to 
the movies again.

“Let us come to 
the critical analy-
sis  of  this  whole 
t h i n g .  W h a t  i s 
the qualification 
for  s omeb o dy to 
v ie  for  a  s eat  in 
the House of As-
s embly? Primary 
S i x .  W h at ’ s  t h at 
for House of Reps, 
Senate, governor? 
C h e a p .  A n d  f o r 
p re s i d e n t ?  M o s t 
of us have better 
qualifications than 
what the country 
has prescribed for 
i ts  rulers .  Thes e 
a r e  m y  l e a d e r s 
t o d a y  f o r  c r y -
ing out loud, but 
I ’m s orry to  say, 
I  w at c h  s o m e  o f 
them on television; 
some of them are 
two terms,  thre e 
terms in the Na-
tional and differ-
ent State Hous es 
of Assembly, they 
go there to warm 
t h e  b e n c h e s  b e -
c a u s e  t h e y  f i n d 
their way any way 



S
ince after June 20, 2016, 
the People’s Democratic 
Party governorship pri-
maries you have been 
silent and there have 

been rumours surrounding 
your resignation of membership 
of the party. What is the posi-
tion of things at the moment?

You recalled that I gave two 
active years of campaign to PDP 
primaries. You will appreciate 
the fact that in the history of 
primaries PDP has the longest 
transition. Campaigns for the 
primaries started as a matter 
of fact before the presidential 
election. You also recalled that I 
started my own campaign from 
May 1, 2014 when I joined the 
party. As we carried out the 
campaigns we all pledged to 
cooperate beyond the primaries 
if we found out that the elec-
tion is free, fair and just. My 
understanding on the way the 
primaries were conducted was 
that it was not free, fair and 
just. There were cases where 
people reported that the party’s 
institution gave instructions to 
chairmen across the state to vote 
for a particular aspirant and that 
is the person of Pastor Osagie 
Ize-Iyamu. I will not blame the 
governorship aspirant (Osagie 
Ize- Iyamu) because his intention 
was to win the primaries and be-
come the party’s candidate  but 
the leaders who have claimed or 
promised us that the process will 
be free and fair are those I will 
blame in all the process. It is in 
that circumstance that I felt the 
dishonesty in PDP is too much 
and I can no longer continue.

In the second vein, I also 
didn’t want to jump into any 
other political party, what I have 
done was to resign from the PDP, 
sit back, reappraise the political 
setting, adjust myself and review 
all my political activities, discuss 
with all my associates, stake-
holders in my political system 
and thereafter come up with a 
solution and a way forward in 
the next dispensation. So for me 
I am not going to be active for a 
while, and because I don’t want 
to fight anybody, fight Pastor 
Osagie Ize-Iyamu or fight any 
one I refuse to join any other 
political party. So, that is where 
we are.

 
In all of these, has the party 

leadership waved their olive 
branch trying to reach out to 
you for settlement?

In fact, Chief Tony Anenih 
has made various attempts to 
reach me and at a point we 
agreed that we can even meet at 
his house in Abuja but I declined 
because of what happened in 
2012. In 2012 they offered me 
money to dump my aspirations 
and join PDP of course I refused. 
In 2016, he still referred to 2012 
that having refused his money I 
went to join Adams Oshiomhole 
to fight against the PDP. Even 
after swearing with my father’s 

grave he didn’t seemed to still 
believe that I didn’t do it. I am a 
man of integrity. I will not take 
money from anybody to work 
against another person. So, not 

any meeting with him and any 
leader of PDP. That was why I 
didn’t honour the invitation or 
also honour his request to come 
and see him in Abuja.

Because of what you stand 
for, the development of the state 
and the people peradventure 
the good people of the state now 
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knowing what he might also 
say after my meeting with him 
tomorrow I told myself in order 
to keep my sanctity and integ-
rity the best thing was to avoid 

Why I want to lie low in 
politics for now, by Edebiri

Edebiri

C002D5556

Solomon Iyobosa Edebiri was a gubernatorial aspirant on the platform of 
the People’s Democratic Party in the last primary election of the party. He is 
also the national president of the Nigeria Institute of Welding. In this inter-
view with IDRIS UMAR MOMOH during a two-day training with the theme, 
‘Welding Education and Workforce Development’ in Benin-City, Edebiri, who 
said he has decided to stay away from politics at the moment, also spoke 
on the importance of welding to economic development of the country and 
how expatriates have taken away the jobs meant for Nigerians.  Excerpts:
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come together under whatever 
guide in truth to now appeal 
to you to come out from your 
“sabbatical” will you in sincerity 
oblige them?

At the moment even though 
I am on sabbatical I will still 
be working for Edo people in 
another way. I have a lot of 
foundation. I carry out a lot of 
public activities; I am still go-
ing to continue to do that. But 
politically, if by  tomorrow the 
people of Edo State still decide 
that they need me of course I 
will oblige them but I will take 
the lesson I leant from this last 
exercise and be sure I am not 
going to be hurt again. So that 
is the only condition I am going 
to give myself to just watch and 
be careful. That is the way I am 
going to look at it critically to see 
that whatever the case maybe 
if the people want me to serve I 
will serve them. What happened 
in the last dispensation is too 
awful and highly discouraging, 
completely abused all tenets of 
internal democracy, it dehuman-
ised every system that we put in 
place. It showed a party that has 
no human feelings, no human 
thinking, they reason beyond 
human level because you will 
allow people to campaign for two 
years and waste their resources 
only for 24 hours to thwart all 
the efforts. To me, I better take 
a back seat than to go fighting. 
That is why I personally decided 
not to play active politics for 
now. So, for me I have resigned 
from PDP, I am not going to be 
involved in active politics for 
the next foreseeable future; if I 
change that position I will still 
inform my associates,

What is your message to the 
good people of Edo state, your 
associates, and supporters?

My appeal to the good people 
of the state is to please eschew 
anything that will lead to vio-
lence in the next election. No 
human blood is worth any per-
son’s aspiration to become gov-
ernor of the state. Our fathers 
and mothers should advise and 
warn their children to be very 
careful. People are projecting 
that this election might be very 
rough, tough, and rugged but I 
also want to admonish them that 
no one is bigger than God. That 
everyone should pray very hard 
and God will take control. As for 
my people, followers they should 
remain intact and election will 
come they should follow their 
hearts and do what is right. 
But I have told them on several 
occasions to eschew politics of 
money and bitterness. Just like 
I have done, I am taking a back 
seat, I will not fight or quarrel 
with anybody, I refused to go 
to Ali Modu Sheriff group, and I 
refused to join any other party; I 
decided to stay on my own.                 

 
Now let’s leave politics aside 

and talk about the reason for 

the training. Welding sector 
remains one of the veritable 
tools of economic development 
that has not been tapped by the 
Nigerian government. What is 
your take?

First of all, the workshop was 
to look at the welding education 
and workforce development 
in a bid to marry the training 
of welding personnel with the 
demand of the industry and how 
we will be able to place them vis-
a-vis measure it against the im-
port of welding and related fields 
into Nigeria as well as how we 
can also put measures in place 
to stop that or near eradication 
of the activities or the practice 
to bring people to Nigeria to do 

Edebiri

what Nigerians can actually do.
Realizingthat welding is the 

bedrock of engineering courses 
or basis for every industrialisa-
tion, every industrialised nation 
has to make sure that they have 
enough competence in welding. 
That is why the Nigerian Insti-
tute of Welding (NIW) is work-
ing with the Nigerian Content 
Development and Monitoring 
Board (NCDMB), the Petroleum 
Technology Development Fund 
(PTDF) and Standard Organisa-
tion of Nigeria (SON) under the 
interventionist agency to ensure 
that we produce welding person-
nel that are of international stan-
dard to ensure that at the end of 
the day we are able to meet the 

demand of the industry. I think 
that is essentially and part of the 
agenda the workshop intended 
to achieve.

How many people or or-
ganisations participated in the 
workshop?

The workshop was princi-
pally for institutions that are 
offering welding training and 
we have about 20 institutions 
who that participated. It is not 
an all-comers’ programme. Basi-
cally, those institutions that are 
providing welding training are 
the ones that were there and in 
this workshop we have over 20 
institutions represented.

As the association’s presi-
dent, how do you think govern-
ment can effectively collaborate 
with the institute to develop the 
economy?

 It is a good thing for govern-
ment to continue in its bid to 
work with institutions- Nigerian 
Institute of Welding and other 
training centres- to ensure that 
people are trained to standard, 
quality and to be able to provide 
the needed requirement to sup-
port the industry. We can go 
into fabrication, manufacturing 
among others and with that 
we will have everything lo-
cally made and because these 
things are locally made we will 
stem the importation of finished 
products and basically Nigeria 
will now produce and export. I 
think that is the bid and without 
welding you cannot manufac-
ture, produce and transport 
anything. Basically, everything 
about welding and I think the 
Nigerian government, through 
its interventionist agencies, is 
doing a lot to ensure that this 
country is well positioned to 
support the manufacturing and 
industrialisation bid.

How prepared is the institute 
to carry out these laudable ob-
jectives?

We are doing infrastructural 
upgrade, we have laboratory and 
workshop and you can see the en-
vironment is different from what 
you saw when you came here last 
time. The institute is positioning 
itself to make sure that we can 
provide the needed support for 
the country. We provide support 
for the academia, for the industry 
and government. That is the idea. 
We are not just a training centre 
but provide and regulate welding 
activities in Nigeria.

As part of efforts to check-
mate the influx of expatriates in 
the country, is the body sending 
a bill to the National Assembly 
to legislate on it?           

Already, we have surveil-
lance team; the team tells us 
what is going on in the industry 
and once they have told us we 
now know how to follow it up; 
but we need government to sup-
port us and that is the essence 
of working in synergy with 
the Nigerian Content Develop-
ment and Monitoring Board, 
Federal Government, Ministry 
of Labour, Minister of Interior, 
among others. It is a synergy, 
we must all work together so 
that our people who are trained 
can get employment here rather 
than bringing in people from 
India, China, Pakistan and other 
overseas countries to come and 
work here. All those things and 
others will stop. We want to 
bring in expatriates in only criti-
cal areas where we don’t have 
competence. But for welding, 
we have the competence and 
the used of Indians, Chinese and 
other people will have to stop.

C002D5556

So for me I am not going to be active for a while, 
and because I don’t want to fight anybody, fight 
Pastor Osagie Ize-Iyamu or fight any one I refuse 
to join any other political party. So, that is where 

we are



20 Sunday 31 July 2016SUNDAYBD 

Comment Send 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

A
t the end of the latest of his 
now regular visits to Aso 
Rock to meet with Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, 

former president, used the opportunity 
provided by the gathered national and 
international press to stoke the fires 
of the lingering discord between the 
National Assembly and the Presidency. 
In calling the federal lawmakers thieves 
over the accusations and counter accu-
sations of budget padding, Obasanjo, 
not unwittingly, gave the impression 
that that may have been part of the 
thread of his discussion with Buhari.

The frequency of his visit to Bu-
hari and the manner he wades into 
trending issues make it difficult to 
understand Obasanjo’s motives. Is 
he seeking attention, trying to influ-
ence the direction of government, or 
up to something sinister? The former 
president’s declaration on the steps 
of Aso Rock, whatever may have been 
his intention, only serve to distract at-
tention from the unfolding drama. He 
nearly took the narrative away from the 
issue of great concern to Nigerians to 
his infamous bid for third term. Some 

Obasanjo and Buhari’s anti-corruption war
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PIUS MORDI
Mordi, a media practitioner and public af-

fairs analyst, writes from Asaba.

of the lawmakers have duly responded 
to the accusation with Deputy Senate 
Leader, Bala ibn Na’Allah, promptly 
resurrecting the third term failed bid 
and the N50 million alleged bribe from 
Obasanjo he said he turned down.

Obasanjo’s regular theatrics is one of 
the challenges with political leadership 
in Nigeria where past leaders refuse to 
let go and carry on as private citizens. 
On handing over to then President Shehu 
Shagari on the advent of the Second Re-
public, Obasanjo had expected that his 
successor would turn his Otta farm into a 
citadel of sorts where his successor would 
seek counsel over every matter of state. 
Of course, Shagari did not and Obasanjo 
took exception to that. He still nursed 
the same expectation on handing over to 
President Umaru Yar’Adua and even dur-
ing President Goodluck Jonathan’s time.

I am not sure what inspires Obasanjo 
in his quest to be the all-knowing coun-
sellor of every occupant of Aso Rock. If 
he had watched ongoing developments 
in the United States of America as the 
struggle to replace President Barack 
Obama in November unravels, he may 
have been counselled himself. In his 
speech at the Democratic Convention, 
Obama spoke of his confidence that he 
is handing over the Democratic Party to 
Hillary Clinton as he prepares for life as 
a private citizen. Even though the Bush 
clan with two former presidents was 
not enamoured with the Donald Trump 
candidacy of the Republican Party, they 
only opted to make their stance known 
by keeping away from the Republican 
Convention where Trump was formally 
nominated.

When Obasanjo was being drafted 

to become the president in 1999, I recall 
that his initial response was he did not 
forget anything in the Presidency and 
wondered how many presidents would 
be made of him. As it turned out, he did 
forget something in Aso Rock so much 
that he actively sought albeit unsuc-
cessfully an unconstitutional third term 
to retrieve it. With the frequency of his 
visits to the current tenant of the seat 
of power in Abuja, could he be seeing 
himself as the landlord who has to rou-
tinely check on and collect rent from 
his tenant?

Obasanjo deserves credit for the 
legacy of personal memoirs, My Watch 
I and II, he bequeathed. Whatever may 
be the perceptions of his recent two-
volume memoirs, the fact that he did 
write has set the stage for robust discus-
sions. It is something his predecessors 
and politicians of his generation never 
did and have failed to do. Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe and Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
laid the ground norm on leadership 
by clearly stating their political and 
ideological convictions in their seminal 
works. Their followers and successors 
have proved too intellectually lazy, ideo-
logically empty and administratively 
inept to live up to the templates offered 
by these two icons.

Even though Buhari and Obasanjo 
are contemporaries and apparently have 
a lot in common, the nation has gone 
beyond the latter’s era. After Obasanjo, 
there were Yar’Adua and Jonathan with 
whom he shared the same party plat-
form. Yes, Obasanjo did not have much 
complimentary comments about them 
in his memoirs, but Nigeria’s narrative 
has gone beyond him.

Faced with genuine discussions on 
corruption, we do not need distractions 
from Obasanjo as Nigerians put the two 
arms of government under the klieglight 
on a monster everyone is unanimous 
on the need to defeat or at least curb - 
corruption.

Obasanjo set up the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
and the extent to which he deployed 
the agency in combating the scourge 
is well documented and well known 
to Nigerians. Constituency projects 
and the subject of budget padding did 
not come up under Buhari like the big 
bang. If Obasanjo accommodated it 
alongside the budget padding in his 
time under any guise, it will be as the 
case between the ousted chairman of the 
appropriation committee in the House 
of Representatives, Abdulmumini Jubrin 
and Speaker Yakubu Dogara.

Jubrin accused Dogara and some 
principal House officers of orchestrating 
the budget padding by making repre-
sentations to him. But having sworn an 
oath to uphold the best interests of the 
country, Jubrin made his position unten-
able by not affirming that he disregarded 
such solicitations in his report on the 
budget to the House.

Having brought corruption to the 
front burners of public discuss, it is 
everybody’s hope that it will ultimately 
take a life of its own and be free of any 
colouration and manipulation. Buhari is 
still struggling to sell his anti-corruption 
war as a dispassionate and altruistic 
war. Obasanjo is hardly a candidate to 
aid Buhari in changing any pessimism. 
We have moved on from Obasnjo’s era. 
So should he.
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O
f late, the dastardly 
activities of alleged Niger 
Delta militants in the 
South West zone of the 
country have become 

quite worrisome. Mostly affected are 
riverine and border communities of 
Lagos, Ogun and Ondo states.  Recently, 
echoes of intermittent gun shots by 
alleged Niger Delta militants were 
reportedly heard at the Ewedogbon/
Akesan end of the popular LASU-Iba 
Expressway of Lagos State for hours. 

An account has it that it took the 
efforts of security men to ward off the 
militants’ belligerence.  It eventually 
took the intervention of men of the 
Rapid Response Squad, RRS, who 
reportedly deployed and placed two 

Climate change has claimed 
another victim. Almost 
one-quarter of the coral 

in Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
World Heritage Area – one of the 
world’s richest and most complex 
ecosystems – has died this year, in 
the worst mass coral bleaching in 
recorded history. Even in the far 
northern reaches of the Reef, long 
at a sufficient distance from human 
pressures like coastal development 
to preserve, to a large extent, coral 
health, a staggering 50% of the coral 
has died.

T h e  a b o v e - a v e r a g e  s e a 

South West and the threat of militant insurgency 

SUNDAYBD 
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Armoured Personnel Carriers, APCs, 
and a combat helicopter on patrol, 
to ultimately deter the rampaging 
militants’ gunmen from advancing. 
A few days after this dastardly event, 
unsubstantiated account claimed 
militants took on a combined military 
and police team in another dodgy gun 
duel at the riverine community of Ishuti 
in Igando area of Lagos.

 Of late such attacks have become 
common in the South West. Recently, 
about 20 persons were allegedly killed 
after supposed militants invaded 
some villages in Imushin, a border 
community between Lagos and Ogun 
States. In the said attack, one man was 
reportedly beheaded by the militants in 
an operation that was said to have lasted 
for hours. Similarly, during the last May 
Day celebration, militants suspected to 
be Ijaws who reside in a pipeline and 
riverine area of Ibafo, in Ogun state, 
engaged in serious gun combats with 
security agencies right in broad daylight. 
According to the account, the depth of 
the operation was akin to a scene from 
the movies as sounds of guns rent the air 
with resultant casualties on both sides.  
The militants were reported to have 
claimed that the pipelines that passed 
through that end of Ibafo belong to them 
and their ancestors and as such no one 
could stop them from vandalizing or 
scooping fuel from it.

Currently, a first class monarch 
in Lagos state, Oba Goriola Oseni, 
the Oniba of Ibaland, was reportedly 
kidnapped right inside his palace, in a 
commando like gun wielding operation, 

by alleged Niger Delta militants who 
quickly ferried him off in a boat along the 
creek of Iba. Weeks after the sacrilegious 
incidence, which ardent custodians 
of Yoruba tradition and culture have 
referred to as a taboo and a slap on 
the entire Yoruba race, the respected 
monarch is yet to regain his freedom, 
despite several appeals from his family 
members, the Lagos State Police 
Command, Lagos State government 
and several such concerned individuals 
and organisations to that effect.        

In-spite of assurance of safety by 
relevant security agencies and 
respective state government of affected 
communities, out of panic, residents of 
affected communities have reportedly 
relocated to other areas considered 
less volatile to militants’ onslaught. 
Landlords have had to abandon their 
properties out of fear as the militants 
were said to have sworn to deal ruthlessly 
with them for allegedly conniving with 
security agencies against them.

While trying to explain probable 
motives for the current upsurge in 
militant activities in the region, different 
analysts and commentators have come 
up with various schools of thought. 
Prominent among such is that militants 
are venting their anger on riverine 
and pipeline routed communities in 
the South West because they could 
no longer continue with their hitherto 
blossoming and lucrative bunkering 
business. This line of thought is 
premised on recent clampdown on 
pipeline vandals by security agencies.

A typical example is the Arepo and 

Ibafo communities in Ogun state, 
where security agents have locked out 
major routes being used by pipeline 
vandals in their illicit petrol bunkering 
enterprise. Indeed, since the Ibafo 
May Day mayhem where militants 
openly engaged security operatives in 
audacious gun duel, armoured tanks 
manned by heavily armed soldiers, have 
been stationed at the major road leading 
to Ibafo community. This has made 
it absolutely difficult for bunkers to 
access the road with their looted cargo, 
which they allegedly usually convey in a 
convoy of assorted articulated vehicles.

Another school of thought links Niger 
Delta Avengers, NDA with renewed 
militants’ offensive in the South West. 
The basis of this line of reckoning is 
the prior threat of the NDA to take the 
fight right to the South West. Major 
monuments and infrastructure in 
Lagos, for instance, have allegedly been 
earmarked for destruction by the group. 
In this category is the popular Long 
Bridge on the Lagos end of the Lagos-
Ibadan Expressway, the Third Mainland 
Bridge, National Theater, Iganmu, 
National Stadium, Surulere among 
others. Hence, some perceive, either 
wrongly or rightly, current militant 
skirmishes in the zone as, perhaps, a 
dress rehearsal of things to come.   

One other school of thought is the 
political angle. Proponents of this 
notion are of the view that Niger Delta 
militants, who are allegedly on rampage 
in the South West, are merely embarking 
on a political vendetta. According to 
exponents of this contemplation, NDA 

is a militant wing of a clique whose sole 
agenda is to ensure that every part of 
the country is engulfed in protracted 
turmoil so that the Buhari government 
would become so distracted that it 
would lose focus and eventually fail in 
the fulfillment of its electoral promises. 
Promoters of this point of view jokingly 
come up with the couch: ‘It is a case of 
you Boko Haram me, I NDA you’.  

While giving credence to this 
thought line, its advocates claim that 
the whole essence is to break down 
the federal government economically 
and politically. With the destruction 
of almost all the nation’s major oil 
concerns in the Niger Delta region by 
the NDA, this is steadily being achieved 
as the nation’s economy is almost on 
its knees. A recent government source 
claims that in the last six months, the 
federal government has lost over 1 
trillion naira in oil revenue chiefly as a 
result of destruction of oil installations. 
Current militants’ incursion into the 
South West is, therefore, part of the 
overall plan to frustrate the federal 
government.  

Now, whether some of the motives 
as illustrated above are authentic or 
spurious, what cannot be denied is 
that the South West, especially riverine 
and border communities in Lagos, 
Ogun and Ondo, is in dire need of 
urgent security beef up. Therefore, 
relevant security agencies must come 
up with clear-cut strategies that would 
guarantee the security of lives and 
properties not only in the zone, but in 
every part of the country.

temperatures that triggered this 
bleaching were made 175 times 
more likely by climate change. 
As the ocean continues to absorb 
heat from the atmosphere, large-
scale coral bleaching like that 
which has decimated the Great 
Barrier Reef – not to mention other 
destructive phenomena spurred 
by rising temperatures – is likely 
to become even more frequent and 
devastating.

The future of priceless World 
Heritage sites – and, indeed, 
our planet – depends on the 
immediate reduction of climate-
change-inducing greenhouse-
gas emissions. Yet many of the 
governments responsible for 
protecting these sites within their 
borders are not only failing to 
take strong climate action; they 
are actively pursuing dirty energy 
projects like coal mines and coal-
fired power plants.

Even as the Great Barrier Reef 
dies before our eyes, Australia 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s 
exploitation of dirty fossil fuels. 
In the past year, the Australian 
government has approved both 
the massive Carmichael coalmine 
and the Abbot Point terminal, 
located near the Reef, to facilitate 

the global export of output from the 
Carmichael mine. The emissions 
attributable to the Carmichael 
mine will be some of the highest 
resulting from a single project 
anywhere in the world.

And the problem isn’t limited to 
Australia. In low-lying Bangladesh, 
o n e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  m o s t 
vulnerable to climate change, the 
government supports a proposal 
to build two huge coal-fired power 
plants adjacent to the Sundarbans 
World Heritage site. India, too, 
supports the proposal.

Not only will these power plants 
emit large quantities of greenhouse 
gases; they will also devastate the 
Sundarbans, where the Ganges 
and other rivers meet the Bay of 
Bengal in a spectacular delta of 
mangrove islands that is home 
to endangered Bengal tigers and 
river dolphins. The power plants 
will pollute the waters with toxic 
coal ash, bring constant coal-barge 
traffic, and require the dredging 
of riverbeds. Mercury from the 
smokestacks will accumulate 
in the marine life, permanently 
contaminating the food supply of 
hundreds of thousands of people 
and vulnerable wildlife.

It is true that Bangladesh is 

energy poor, a problem that must 
be addressed if it is to continue to 
develop economically. But there 
are alternatives. The country has 
significant potential for renewable-
energy production, and it is already 
a world leader in rooftop solar 
energy.

Of course, the responsibility to 
avert dangerous anthropogenic 
climate change does not fall only 
on countries that are home to 
World Heritage sites. But, knowing 
what we know today, initiating such 
damaging dirty energy projects is 
indefensible.

With governments failing to 
protect our natural heritage, the 
World Heritage Committee must 
step up, in order to help bring an 
end to the relentless exploitation 
of fossil fuels. Specifically, the WHC 
should make recommendations 
to governments for reducing 
fossil-fuel-related threats, identify 
sites that are in particular danger 
from such threats, and carry out 
monitoring missions.

The objective should be, first 
and foremost,  to encourage 
governments with the capacity to 
reduce fossil-fuel-related threats 
to designated sites to take action. 
Such action from the WHC would 

also help to educate and empower 
civil society, while placing pressure 
on financial institutions to withhold 
the funding required for massive 
development projects.

The WHC’s annual meetings, 
such as that which just ended in 
Istanbul, are the ideal forum for 
such an effort. Already, dozens 
of organizations and more than 
60,000 individuals have called on 
the committee to urge India and 
Bangladesh to cancel the proposed 
coal plants and invest in renewable 
energy instead. Similarly, dozens 
of renowned scientists, NGOs, 
and international and Australian 
lawyers have demanded that the 
WHC counsel Australia not to 
continue supporting developments 
that will exacerbate the impact 
of climate change on the Great 
Barrier Reef.

As the threat of climate change 
grows increasingly menacing, 
influential institutions like the 
WHC must take a stand against 
the toxic and insidious legacy of 
dependence on coal and other 
fossil fuels. If the committee 
remains silent on this crucial issue, 
World Heritage sites around the 
world will suffer.

(c): Project Syndicate
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T
he fight against corrup-
tion is one of the funda-
mental objectives of the 
Muhammadu Buhari 
administration. So far, 

how would you rate the govern-
ment in this regard?

Given the ongoing holistic 
approaches involving blockage 
of various loopholes that were 
known to pave way for endemic 
corrupt practices, especially in the 
public sector, I would say to a large 
extent, the government has made 
remarkable progress in the fight 
against corruption. The president 
has made progress in the repatria-
tion of looted funds, introduction 
of Treasury Single Account (TSA) 
to plug loopholes and leakages in 
the generation and utilisation of 
public funds, among others.

 
So, you are saying that the gov-

ernment’s anti-corruption crusade 
has been holistic?

To a large extent, it has been 
holistic. That is why I continue to 
struggle and insists that we must 
work to eradicate poverty, address 
conflict, address injustice, inequal-
ity, environmental abuses and 
degradation, and monumental 
corruption that has led to under-
development in Nigeria. I am 
interested in seeing for the rest 
of my life how I would continue 
to play this role by ensuring that 
I give my maximum contribution 
to a better Nigeria.

 
But some Nigerians allege that 

the fight is one-sided. For instance, 
the say the president is only prob-
ing PDP 2015 election funds and 
using anti-graft agencies to fight 
opposition, while leaving off his 
party, APC, which also spent 
money to capture the presidency. 
What’s your take?

We as civil society groups align 
ourselves with other Nigerians 
seeking public declaration of sourc-
es of funds for the APC 2015 elec-
tions. We hope this will be made 
available soon.

 
As chairman, Zero Corruption 

Coalition, would you say Nigeria 
has indeed attained zero tolerance 
for corruption in this dispensa-
tion?

Though the country has made 
remarkable progress in the fight 
against corruption, corruption 
still looms in many sectors of the 
country. Consequently, we cannot 
conclude by saying the country 
has achieved zero tolerance for 
corruption.

 
You are also a national contact 

of Transparency International; 
in what areas would you say the 
government of President Buhari 
has shown enough transparency?

The president has been trans-
parent in public declaration of as-
sets at the inception of the admin-
istration, public pronouncement 
of repatriated looted funds, public 
declaration of the president’s state 
of health, placing a ban on the Of-
fice of the First Lady, introduction 
of Treasury Single Account (TSA), 
and declaration of 50 percent cut 
in the president’s salary in the face 
of dwindling national economy. 
Corruption acts as a regressive tax 

on the poor. Studies by Transpar-
ency International show that poor 
people pay more as a percentage of 
their income than rich people. But 
a commitment to anti-corruption 
translates into improvements in 
development.

In 2011, Transparency Interna-
tional took a look at three of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
for water, maternal health and 
education and showed that greater 
transparency and commitment 
to anti-corruption translated into 
better results. Countries with 
good marks on anti-corruption 
legislation show reduced rates of 
maternal mortality. There is also a 
strong correlation between greater 
public access to information and 
higher literacy rates for a nation’s 
youth. Vast oil wealth alongside 
dire poverty has been Nigeria’s 
paradox for decades. With good 
legislation and more transpar-
ent and accountable institutions, 
oil could turn into a blessing for 
Nigerians rather than a source of 
frustration and environmental 
destruction.

 
During election campaign, 

President Buhari promised to 
declare his assets publicly and 
encourage those who would work 

with him to do same. However, 
things have turned out differ-
ently. What do you make of this?  

It is part of failure in fulfilment 
of promises that the administration 
must seriously be wary of to avoid 
eroding the citizens’ trust and con-
fidence in governance.

 
In the course of this war against 

corruption, the government has 
said it recovered huge amount of 
looted funds, but many Nigerians 
say they are not sure how these 
funds are being utilized. What’s 
your take?

Yes, we are aware that the 
government has recovered huge 
funds and is still recovering more. 
We must also remember that the 
administration is a year old, which 
means it would be too quick to 
expect prompt utilisation of the 
funds for any meaningful project. 
Our interest is for the government 
to strategically expend the funds 
on capital projects that will impact 
positively and alleviate the suffer-
ing of the people.

 
Many Nigerians are of the 

view that the president has not 
been consistent in keeping his 
promises. For instance, he had said 
he would publish names of those 

who looted the nation’s treasury 
and then later gave reasons why 
he would not. Do you share this 
view?

As I said earlier, the president 
must be wary of his promises to the 
country as non-fulfilment of such 
amounts to breach of citizens’ trust 
and confidence in governance. To 
some extent, it can also call to ac-
count the level of transparency by 
the administration.

 
There is this popular saying 

that ‘corruption fights back’. What 
is the theory behind it and in 
what ways does corruption fight 
back?  

Well, Nigerians always believe 
that any person or administration 
with serious commitment in the 
fight against corruption would be 
caught or destroyed by the same 
fight. This is because as you fight 
corruption, the affected individu-
als would not stop until they hit 
back at you.

 
You once said that Nigeria 

is soaked in a world record of 
corruption. What’s the global 
perspective of Nigeria’s current 
corruption position?

Nigeria remains one of the most 
corrupt nations in the world. Cor-
ruption still exists across sectors in 
the country. Nigerian political lead-
ers must be objective, sincere and 
live by example before remarkable 
success can be achieved in the fight 
against corruption.

 
What do you make of the 

perception by some foreign lead-
ers that Nigeria is ‘fantastically 
corrupt’?

Without doubt, the socio-eco-
nomic and political system of the 
country has for a long time been 
threatened by endemic corrup-
tion. We understand that despite 
the effort by the president to wage 
war against corruption, a year 
would not be enough to prove to 
the world that Nigeria is making 
some progress in the fight against 
corruption. This is because it takes 
committed and persistent effort 
to change people’s perception. It 
takes time to improve the percep-
tion of corruption in a country, 
but it requires decisive action and 
long-term commitment. Only then 
will Nigerians and others be able 
to claim that Nigeria is tackling 
corruption.

 
In what ways has the presence 

of CISLAC contributed to the 
transparency and accountability 
campaign in Nigeria?

We played a big role in the adop-
tion of Freedom of Information Act 

(FOI) in Nigeria, sponsoring bills 
and policies that would enhance 
transparency and accountabil-
ity and improve the well-being of 
Nigerians. We led the enactment 
of the Public Procurement Law. 
Before this law, we all know that 
in every one naira in Nigeria, 60 
kobo was lost to corruption. We 
also led the enactment of the Fis-
cal Responsibility Law. In the past, 
there was reckless borrowing. 
Together with other civil society 
organisations, we ensured the law 
was in place. Of recent, we have 
also participated in ensuring that 
we have the National Health Act in 
place. We were also at the United 
Nations (UN) 70th General Assem-
bly in New York, USA which took 
place in September 2015, where we 
advocated for the adoption of the 
new 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) to ensure a better 
world. Also, CISLAC with other 
civil societies in the world was at 
the recent 2016 IMF/World Bank 
Spring Meetings in Washington, 
USA. The aim was to meet with 
development leaders, finance 
ministers and other stakeholders 
across the world to discuss how 
to finance development, how to 
ensure that World Bank is more 
transparent and the money coun-
tries are collecting as either loans 
or grants is transparently utilised. I 
am very happy that we have raised 
the level of confidence between 
government and civil society. 
They now see that we are not 
noisemakers but working towards 
improving lives by ensuring that 
transparency and accountability 
are mainstreamed in government. 
Through our work, we are able to 
monitor elections. I participated 
in the formation of the Transition 
Monitoring Group (TMG). I was one 
of the founders.

 
What must the president do if 

he desires to leave behind strong 
institutions that can truly fight 
corruption?

The president must avoid mak-
ing promises he won’t fulfil. He 
must maintain high level of ob-
jectivity in the fight against cor-
ruption. He must live by example. 
Corruption in Nigeria, as it is in 
other countries, is a complex insti-
tution whose eradication requires 
much more than putting honest 
people in office. While integrity 
in both public and private life is a 
necessary condition for a corrupt-
free public sector, it is not sufficient. 
Sufficiency requires that the coun-
try possess or provide itself with 
institutional arrangements that 
adequately constrain civil servants 
and political elites. The present 
Nigerian state is dysfunctional 
and does not have institutional 
arrangements that adequately 
constrain state custodians (i.e., 
civil servants and politicians) and 
hence, the extraordinarily high 
levels of impunity and venality in 
the public sector. Unless President 
Buhari plans to undertake the 
necessary reconstruction and re-
constitution of the state to provide 
institutional arrangements that 
adequately constrain those who 
serve in government, there is very 
little chance that he would succeed 
in fully cleaning out corruption.
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We seek public declaration of APC 2015 
elections fund sources – Rafsanjani

Auwal Musa Rafsanjani is the executive director of Civil Society Legis-
lative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), acting general secretary of the West 
African Civil Society Forum (WACSOF), chairman, Zero Corruption Coali-
tion (ZCC), national contact, Transparency International, among others. 
In this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, Rafsanjani, who was also 
civil society delegate at the 2014 National Conference in the country, x-
rays issues around the Buhari government’s anti-corruption war. Excerpts:     
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thugs and women were at reportedly at 
the venue of the Synod of the Sapele An-
glican Church to protest the presence of 
the presiding Bishop, Rev. B.A. Erifeta. It 
was so chaotic that some of the protesters 
were injured. It has been discovered that 
most of these disagreements and crises 
are usually a result of selfish motives and 
inordinate ambitions. What we see in the 
political circles is now prominent in the 
house of God. When did we get to this 
level of Satanism?

For several months now, officers 
of power undertaking of DISCOs 
have not visited many areas in 

Lagos State for revenue drive. In fact, 
SKETCHES gathered that many custom-
ers have not paid electric bill for over 
five months. It was learnt that officials of 
DISCOs who usually go on disconnection 
spree are now weary of such exercise as 
they fear for their lives. Speaking with 
SKETCHES, an official said: “You want 
angry Nigerians to kill us? We lack 
the moral courage to go disconnecting 
people when they don’t even have the 
light in the first place. There are some 
areas within our unit that have not had 
light for about three hours in a day. So, 
when bad boys in such areas see you 
climb a pole to disconnect, anything can 
happen; so we are using our brain. But as 
soon power supply becomes stable, we 

What manner of worship?

With ZebulonSketches

The report last week about the in-
vasion of militants in some Lagos 
communities came as a rude shock 

to many people. Lagos was not known to 
be militant haven, how come suddenly 
militants are now moving from one com-
munity of the state to the other dispensing 
terror? They started from Ikorodu area 
of the state, now they moved to Igando 
where they left blood and tears on their 
trail. Reports had it that the militants 
were bold enough to be chasing armed 
policemen. They did not only chase, they 
also shot a Deputy Police Officer (DPO), 
Divisional Crime Officer (DCO) and four 
other policemen. This is a pointer to the 
fact that government must urgently wear 
its thinking cap and come up with strate-
gies on how to arrest this ugly develop-

Over the years, Nigerians have 
been inundated with so many al-
legations of fraud by government 

officials; a lot of dust has been raised; 
newspapers have feasted on the issues 
and heads were threatened to roll. Yet, 
at the end of the too much noise, no one 
was arrested let alone punished for the 
fraud. The House of Representatives is 
particularly notorious for this. There 
are too many cases of corruption that 
were celebrated at the end of which 
they were left to die a natural death as 
usual. So, this Dogara-Jibrin debacle is 
not going to be any different. It is purely 
to divert attention and when that must 
have been sufficiently done, we return 
to the status quo ante. Make no mistake 
about it; heads will never roll. They will 

The APC is on its own. It does what 
it pleases as there’s no credible 
political opposition anymore in 

the land. Ideally, there should be a 
shadow government by the opposition 
to checkmate the ruling party and to 
ensure those elected to serve the masses 
do not go off tangent, but the PDP, which 
is supposed to play that role is itself 
embroiled in internal bickering that is 
threatening its very existence. Early in 
the Buhari administration Olisa Metuh 
provided a semblance of an opposition, 
but when he was yoked with the al-
legation of fraud amounting to about 

N400 million and began his journeys 
in and out of the courtroom and deten-
tion, Metuh lost his voice. Today, he is 
fighting for his life and credibility, so to 
speak. He is more concerned about his 
life than the errors of omission and com-
mission of the ruling party. Ayo Fayose, 
the Ekiti State governor, who also put 
up some form of veritable opposition, 
appears to have also been brow-beaten. 
Critics say that the weight of alleged 
financial misdeeds against him is too 
heavy on him to continue to point finger 
at government. But who will check the 
APC government?

A government without opposition

Why not return History in the curriculum?

With the abysmal performance 
of the Ambassadorial desig-
nates at the screening ses-

sion last week, the Federal Government 
should begin to consider reintroducing 
History into the school curriculum. Some 
of the designates who were before the 
Senate committee that screened them 
failed to correctly name 12 states in 
Nigeria and their capitals; they could 
not recite the National Anthem and the 
Pledge. The Nigerian government some 

Perilous time!

Too much noise over budget padding, yet…

DISCOs losing revenue over poor power situation

shall resume our drive”. You see, what 
goes around, comes around.

find a way around it through the usual 
political solution.

ment. If militants are now chasing armed 
security officers, what should helpless 
masses do? Talk of real perilous time!

Nowadays, a lot of bizarre things 
are happening. The rate at which 
peace is taking a flight in churches 

is as alarming as it is worrisome. Some-
time ago, the Assemblies of God Church 
boiled over, to the point of dragging them-
selves to court. There had been reports of 
disturbances where thugs were rented 
to cause mayhem during church service 
or where services were prevented by 
thugs hired by some factions in the same 
church. Just last Thursday, some hired 
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years ago woke up one morning and 
yanked off History as a school subject in 
the nation’s system. They did not want 
the young ones to know the atrocities 
they committed in the past and how 
they destroyed the dream of the found-
ing fathers. By removing the subject 
from the curriculum, they behave like 
the Ostrich, thinking that burying their 
heads in the sand would save them from 
danger. Today, we know better, that such 
decision is counter-productive.



N
i g e r i a n s  l i v i n g 
abroad who would 
want to learn the 
country’s rich his-
tory and tradition 

from the nation’s envoys in their 
respective countries, may face 
a brick wall, if the drama that 
unfolded at last week’s ambas-
sadorial screening was anything 
to go by.

At the screening of the nomi-
nees by the Senate Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, some of 
the career diplomats who have 
worked for over three decades 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and currently serving in foreign 
missions, caused a serious em-
barrassment as they fumbled 
and muddled up the recitation 
of the country’s national anthem 
and pledge.

While the nominees from 

Anambra, Bauchi and Niger 
States were unable to sing the 
national anthem or recite the 
national pledge properly, leaving 
legislators and Senate correspon-
dents at the event reeling with 
uncontrollable laughter, the 
envoy from Delta State admitted 
that she did not know the num-
ber of local government areas in 
her state.

It took the intervention of 
a member of the panel, James 
Manager (PDP, Delta South), to 
rescue some of them, even as the 
Senior Special Assistant to the 
President on National Assembly 
Matters (Senate), Ita Enang, made 
frantic efforts to manage the 
embarrassing scenario.

As if that was not enough, the 
most shocking of all came from 
the Benue State nominee, Jane 
Ndem, who said the capital of 
Lagos is Lagos... Yes, Lagos and 
not Ikeja. 

She was responding to a ques-
tion asked by the Chairman of 
the Committee, Monsurat Sun-
monu (APC, Oyo Central), asking 
her to name 12 states and their 
state capitals.

Apparently dazed by her 
submission, Manager interjected 
by asking capital of Lagos, Lagos? 
To which the long-standing 
diplomat affirmed: “Yes, capital 
of Lagos State is Lagos because 
I started my working career 
there”.

In order not to embarrass 
themselves, most of the nomi-

nees were armed with ‘Cur-
rent Affairs’ to brush up their 
knowledge of history and recent 
developments in the country 
while in the waiting room for 
their screening. In fact, a col-
league jokingly said he heard one 
of the diplomats reciting states 
and capitals like a four-year-old 
child.

And just like one man’s poison 
is another man’s meat, Enang 
described the screening exercise 
as the most thorough he had 
witnessed during his time in the 
National Assembly.

In what could be a fait ac-
compli, Senate President Bukola 
Saraki, urged the 47 nominees 
to keep Nigeria’s flag flying and 
represent the country positively 
in their respective postings. He 
gave the charge when Enang led 
a delegation of the ambassadorial 
nominees to Saraki immediately 
after the screening exercise.

With Saraki’s subtle endorse-
ment of the nominees, one needs 
not study rocket science to know 
that the nominees have been 
confirmed by the Red Chamber 
even before the September 13 
resumption from annual recess.

Even though a school-of-
thought has come to the defence 
of the career diplomats on the 
grounds that there is no cor-
relation between a candidate’s 
performance at a job interview 
and his actual job performance, 
it is unforgivable for an envoy 
who is supposed to be the sym-

bol of his country not to be able 
to recite his country’s national 
anthem and pledge properly. 
The question then arises: if they 
can’t sing the national anthem, 
recite the pledge properly, the 
number of local governments 
in their states or the capitals of 
some states, what then do they 
not know?

The development comes as 
stakeholders in the education 
sector have called for the rein-
statement of History as a core 
subject in primary and second-
ary school curriculum.

Talking of recent history, the 
last is yet to be heard about the 
controversy trailing the 2016 
budget, as allegations and coun-
ter-allegations over N481billion 
padding of this year’s budget 
have continued to gather steam.

After meeting with President 
Muhammadu Buhari at the State 
House Monday last week, for-
mer President Olusegun Obasan-
jo lashed out at members of the 
National Assembly, describing 
them as “armed robbers and 
rogues”.

Obasanjo had said the on-
going revelation by a former 
Chairman of the House of Repre-
sentatives’ Committee on Appro-
priation Abdulmumin Jibrin on 
budget padding in the National 
Assembly had proved him right 
that the lawmakers were cor-
rupt. The elder statesman said 
the best way out of the current 
mess was to ensure that only 

men of integrity were elected 
into the National Assembly.

He said the allegations of 2016 
budget padding in the House of 
Representatives had confirmed 
his statements in 2012 that the 
nation’s parliament was corrupt.

But Obasanjo’s criticism did 
not go down well with the Depu-
ty Majority Leader of the Senate, 
Bala Na’Allah, who said it was 
the ex-President that instituted 
corruption by bribing federal 
lawmakers to back his Third 
Term ambition when he was the 
President.

While promising to vacate 
his seat should the former Presi-
dent tender ‘one proven record 
of corruption’ against him, the 
ranking senator said he was the 
only member from Kebbi State, 
who did not find it worthy at 
that time to collect N50million 
as inducement to subvert the 
constitution and provide a con-
stitutional framework for the 
failed Third Term ambition of 
Obasanjo.

As Jibrin and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives 
Yakubu Dogara fight dirty over 
padding of this year’s budget, 
Nigerians are keenly waiting 
for the skeleton in the cupboard 
of the Senate leadership to be 
exposed as it relates to the 2016 
budget. 

This will only happen when 
they commence ‘roforofo’ fight, 
as being experienced in the 
lower house.

Ambassadorial nominees’ inability to recite 
national anthem and other matters

From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

F
ellow Nigerians, by now 
you should be able to 
establish the fact that 
the outpouring accusa-

tions and counter-allegations 
on the shady deals rocking our 
dear Fatherland by the politi-
cal practitioners in the Lower 
Chamber is predestined. As 
postulated in my previous com-
mentaries, the issues unveiled 
so far can’t be compared with 
what is yet to unfold through 
major players and their sup-
porters in the next few weeks, 
quote me! There are yet tingling 
stories to be made public by 
the erstwhile Chairman, House 
Committee on Appropriations, 
Abdulmumin Jibrin in his 
40th birthday memoir barely 
a month from now. So, I plead 
with you to watch earnestly 
for the roll-out except if the 
‘unforeseen’ happens, which I 
pray does not. But never bother 
to ask me what I meant by the 
‘’unforeseen’. What started 
manifesting in the past few 
days was the replica of the Bibli-
cal story summarily called “the 
hands of Esau and the voice of 
Jacob.” I recall that the defence 
raised by the House spokesman, 
Abdulrasak Namdas to justify 
the removal of Jibrin received 
serious bashing from contem-
poraries from the ‘Transparency 
Group’, who claimed to have 

garnered about 113 signatures 
to press home the demand for 
fairness, equity and justice and 
all parties named in the scandal 
should directly or through their 
respective Media Team(s), not 
House Committee on Media 
and Publicity; give their own 
side of the stories. They spe-
cifically dissociated themselves 
from the clean health bill on 
the financial scandal given to 
Mr. Speaker, Yakubu Dogara. 
The group, which claimed to be 
playing the neutral role, warned 
the House spokesman to desist 
from relegating his office as the 
Chairman House Committee on 
Media and Publicity as a result 
of the scandal, rather allow the 
occupant of the office of the 
Special Adviser to the Speaker 
on Media and Public Affairs, 
Mr. Turaki Hassan who has 
put in well over a decade into 
journalism practice in Nigeria 
and more than eight years in 
the National Assembly to justify 
the pay. I see the argument as a 
reasonable submission and the 
need for separation of power 
and office between the House 
spokesman and SA Media to Mr. 
Speaker.

Where will the budget pad-
ding pendulum swing to next, 
fellow Nigerians?

The episodic drama expected 
to play out in the next few 

weeks will feature sponsorship 
of various State Caucuses that 
will be playing ‘pros’ and ‘antis’ 
in the unprecedented ‘toga’ 
between the Speaker, his deputy, 
Yussuff Lasun; Ado Doguwa, 
Chief Whip and Leo Ogor, Mi-
nority Leader. But the objective 
warning issued by the Transpar-
ency Group should be strictly 
adhered to by those accused 
by Jibrin in the crisis. Let those 
accused defend themselves on 
personal ground without drag-
ging the entire House into it.

Like I earlier admonished 
penultimate week, millions of 
educated and privileged Nige-
rians cannot afford to fold their 
hands or stay aloof and allow 
the few privileged politicians ap-
propriate our common wealth as 
reflected in the Appropriations 
Act. Even the Gombe caucus, 
(perceived to be the second spon-
sored group), admitted that the 
bogus allocations to the office of 
the Speaker and other leader-
ship cadres are traditional. The 
case is not different from other 
political appointees including 
Ministers and heads of various 
agencies and parastatals, not to 
talk of happenings at the state 
and local government levels. For 
the Transparency Group, whose 
slogan is no retreat no surren-
der like Jibrin, subtle move by 
another bigwig lawmaker who 

also claimed to be mediating 
to dissuade them from heating 
up the polity, played ‘emissary 
role’ for those named among 
the leadership cadre. Of course, 
Femi Gbajabiamila, Majority 
Leader who allegedly got the 
allocation of N1.8 billion worth 
of constituency projects though 
without making input, is yet to 
make any public statement on 
the saga. Someone asked the 
dazing question about the clear-
ance given to him by Jibrin that 
the quartet allocated the sum to 
him, but why didn’t he reject it 
if he’s not a party to the entire 
process? This I can’t respond to 
so that I won’t be falling into the 
same ditch like Uncle Namdas! 
But time will surely tell, who is 
telling the truth and who the 
culprit is! My take is that, House 
of Representatives’ claim that the 
issue will be handled internally 
is unacceptable as there are 
strong tendencies of compro-
mise and predictable outcome 
of the internal investigation to 
be conducted by “employees of 
the Speaker,” as alleged by the 
Transparency Group.

As predicted ahead of now, 
nine members of the House 
Committee on Appropriations 
led by Chris Azubogu finally 
surfaced and presented an un-
signed statement to condemn 
and embrace Jibrin. For me, 

the team had no clear position 
before going public. Imagine a 
group of lawmakers who via 
statement accused Jibrin of 
“unilaterally high-jacking the 
entire budget to a hideout with 
his consultant without the con-
sent of the Committee,” within 
few minutes saying such act 
was not criminal and adopted 
same controversial budget?

That position further put a 
question mark on the calibre of 
people in whose hands the fate 
of over 180 million Nigerians 
has been committed to. Nige-
rians, are we going to sit down 
and watch our destiny being 
mortgaged by the few? Anyway, 
my consolation aligns with the 
submission of the former First 
Lady of Nigeria, ‘There is God o’!

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

House of Reps members, ‘There is God o’
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Nigerian banking industry, governance 
stronger now than before - Oduoza 

What does the memoran-
dum of understanding of a 
$100 million trade financing 
agreement signed between 
UBA and the Export-Import 
Bank of the United States 
(EXIM Bank) mean for your 
customers?

F
or us in Nigeria 
and for our custom-
ers across Africa, 
it means that they 
have a source of 

funding for their transac-
tions, especially the medium 
to long-term funds which 
you don’t normally find in 
the market easily. It implies 
that once you are import-
ing goods from the US, then 
facility is available for you to 
draw upon. For us in Nigeria, 
for those that are involved in 
manufacturing, it will also 
assist them to a very large 
extent. So, it is not a question 
of one having a good project, 
but there are no financing. 
So, it provides liquidity and 
financing and enables busi-
nesses to produce effectively.

A major challenge for 
SMEs in Nigeria and other 
African countries is access to 
finance. How easy will it be 
for SMEs to access this fund?

I can tell you that it is very 
easy to access, once an SME 
entity meets the require-
ments. What do I mean by 
that? If you are producing 
for instance, and your prod-
ucts are in the market and 
are in demand, if you come 
for the facility, you will be 
able to access it once your 
repayment capability is not in 
doubt. So, the fund is meant 
for everybody not just the 
large corporates. SMEs can 
benefit from that and every-
body that qualifies should be 
able to benefit from it. The 
problem with SME financ-
ing is not just finance, they 
also have infrastructural 
challenges. So, because the 
very large corporates are able 
to withstand some of these 
constraints that we have, 
SMEs become troubled once 
we have an environment 
that is very unstable. Take for 
instance, an SME that has to 
generate power on its own; 
do you know the cost of diesel 
and generator running all the 
way? The question you ask 
yourself is if the SMEs have 
the capacity to push that 

cost to the final consumers 
and so on.

In the next few weeks, 
you will be stepping down 
as the chief executive officer 
of UBA. As a bank CEO, what 
were the challenges you en-
countered in leading one of 
Africa’s biggest banks?

Any person that is run-
ning a business in a place 
like Nigeria and indeed most 
parts of Africa will indeed 
face a lot of challenges and 
the first and foremost chal-
lenge is infrastructure. Now, 
your counterparts in Europe 
and most other parts of the 
world do not face such chal-
lenges because something 
like infrastructure is given. 
But here, you are thinking 
of the generator breaking 
down, you are thinking of 
the branch connectivity and 
so, infrastructure ranks very 
high as far as that is con-
cerned. Then, you also have 
all other issues associated 
with business such uncer-
tainty and volatility. Also, for 
banking business, the biggest 
concern is the willingness of 
borrowers to repay their loan. 
This is because if you have a 
situation where a borrower 
collects money and has the 
capacity to repay, but refuses 
to repay, it is a very big prob-
lem. Now, what you do in that 
instance is that if you have a 
collateral, you start realising 
the collateral and the person 
goes to court to stop you and 
so on, and you will be in court 
for a very long time. So, it is a 
major disincentive to lending 
in Nigeria. We also believe 
there should be some reforms 
in the legal system. Maybe 
to come up with commercial 
courts that will enable quick 
prosecution of lending cases 
and unwillingness to pay.

So, what do you think 
is the future of banking in 
Nigeria?

Nigeria is heavily under-
banked. We think that there 
are quite a lot of opportuni-
ties. Banking penetration in 
Nigeria is about 40 percent. 
What I tell people is that the 
bank accounts that we have 
or number of customers we 
have in the banking industry 
is under 30 million. Now, the 
telcos have 160 million sub-
scribers or thereabout. So, if 
you remove duplication of 

numbers, by and large, you 
probably have about 70-80 
million subscribers. Bearing 
in mind that every GSM sub-
scriber is qualified to have 
a bank account, you now 
see the gap. So, the future of 
banking in Nigeria is very 
bright and we haven’t tapped 
into the retail space. But I 
believe that with the Bank 
Verification Number (BVN) 
and credit bureaux coming 
on stream, we would be able 
to start penetrating the retail 
space. Again, we also need to 
move away slightly from the 
kind of lending that we are 
doing right now. For instance, 
the big corporates should not 
be borrowing long-term from 
the banks. They should look 
at other ways of raising long-
term funds such as bonds, 
they should look at some 
form of equity funding and 
so on, as against just borrow-
ing directly from the banks 

for long-term projects. So, 
they should look at long-term 
funding mechanisms.

What are the other ben-
efits of the BVN project?

I think the BVN for the 
banking industry is more 
like a revolution. It is going 
to open the retail space for us 
because one very big problem 
we have been encounter-
ing all these while is unique 
identification for customers. 
One customer shows up in 
one bank as Mr. A, shows 
up in another bank as Mr. B, 
borrows money and disap-
pears. A fraudster  defrauds 
a particular bank and goes 
to another bank to do same. 
So, the BVN will help us to 
check all these. Once some-
body commits a fraud and 
that fraud is flagged, you 
can never have the opportu-
nity to commit such a fraud 
again in another bank or in 
the banking system because 

you may not have the op-
portunity to operate a bank 
account again. Also, if you 
have a serial borrower that 
has been defaulting, once 
he defaults, it is flagged and 
every other bank picks it up 
and it is very unlikely that 
banks are going to lend to you 
when they know that you 
have bad loans elsewhere. 
So, it will enable people to 
start behaving properly and 
also enable banks to roll out 
more products, especially in 
the area of lending.

Looking at the headwinds 
banks have experienced 
in recent time as a result 
of the drop in crude oil, do 
you think the financial in-
stitutions would come out 
stronger?

I believe that it is not only 
oil that drives banking. Yes, 
there are exposures in the 
oil and gas sector and you 
also have a lot of industries 
that are derivatives of the oil 
and gas sector. But you find 
out that a bank like UBA is 
very strong. The reason is 
because we have expanded 
beyond Nigeria. UBA has 18 
countries in Africa where we 
have footprints and basically 
the African countries have 
started contributing. They 
started from zero and by the 
end of last year, the African 
countries contributed 24 
percent to the profit before 
tax (PBT). By the end of first 
quarter of 2016, the African 
countries contributed 28 per-
cent to the PBT. Our ultimate 
objective is to achieve a 50 
percent balance. Now, when 
that happens, you find out 
that the impact of oil is not 
going to affect UBA much 
because you have a lot funds 
coming from other countries 
that are not oil dependent. 
Having said that, I think there 
are quite a lot of other oppor-
tunities for banks operating 
in Nigeria. In the agriculture 
space, we have not really ex-
plored that. The total portfo-
lio of Nigerian banks is about 
five per cent, which is very 
small. Also, the infrastruc-
ture space is also there. So, 
we should start thinking of 
public-private partnerships 
(PPP) and creative business 
models that would enable us 
create a bigger market as far 
as banking is concerned.

Phillips Oduoza, who is stepping down this weekend as the group managing director/chief executive 
officer of the United Bank for Africa (UBA) Group, in this interview with PATRICK ATUANYA, at 
the recently concluded World Economic Forum on Africa in Kigali, Rwanda, spoke about the future 
of banking in Nigeria, recent development in the industry, among other issues: Excerpts:

Phillips Oduoza
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Communities charged on 
pipeline protection

C
ommunities in 
Bayelsa state and 
other states of the 
Niger Delta have 
been called upon 

to begin to take steps to-
wards the protection of oil 
pipelines in their areas from 
being vandalised.

The call was made re-
cently at a training session 
on Joint Investigation Visit 
Processes organised recently 
in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State 
capital by Centre for Envi-
ronment, Human Rights and 
Development (CEHRD) with 
support from the Embassy of 
the Netherlands.

The communities were 
told that through vigilance, 
vandalising oil pipelines 
by oil thieves, which leads 
to serious environmental 
pollution, could be stopped. 
A staff of National Oil Spill 
Detection and Response 
Agency (NOSDRA) who 
pleaded anonymity noted 
that oil theft had contrib-
uted immensely to the high 
incidence of oil spillages oc-
curring in the Niger Delta.

He noted that from the 
JIV records he has seen, most 
of the oil spillages recorded 
in the Niger Delta was at-
tributed to sabotage, includ-
ing deliberate breaking of 
pipelines by oil thieves.

Stressing that communi-
ties or individuals are not en-
titled to any compensation 
when spillages are attributed 
to sabotage or third party 

interference, he noted that 
communities bear the brunt 
of pollution when it occurs 
and gets nothing in return, 
except devastated environ-
ment and loss of livelihood. 
“It is therefore advisable 
that communities should not 
condone any form of wanton 
destruction of oil facility in 
their domain”, he stated.

But some the community 
representatives lamented 
over the non-payment of 
compensation in spillages 
that allegedly involve sabo-
tage. They said, even if a 
spillage is caused by acts 
of sabotage, it is unjust and 
unfair to punish an entire 
community as a result of acts 
committed by few persons, 
who may not even be mem-
bers of the community.

They said it is the duty 
of the oil companies and 
the security operatives to 
protect their facilities and 
the communities should not 
be punished for the failure 
of the security operatives 
or companies to perform 
their duties. “Shell and other 
oil companies are fond of 
hiding under sabotage to 
evade their responsibilities 
whenever there is oil spillage 
which leaves the environ-
ment polluted. It is disturbing 
that they hide under the law 
to evade their responsibilities 
in the course of oil spillages,” 
said a participant, adding that 
the law which provides the 
hiding place for the oil opera-
tors should be repealed.

Onyekachi Okoro, CEH-

RD’s Programme officer who 
facilitated the training, ex-
plained that the essence of 
the training was to empower 
and encourage the com-
munities so that they would 
begin to record, document 
and report spillages.

Through these documen-
tations and effective partici-
pations in Joint Investigation 
Visits, JIVs, attempts by In-
ternational Oil Companies 
to manipulate the process 
and enter every oil pollution 
as sabotage could be check-
mated.

He noted that in most oil 
spill incidents in the local 
communities of the delta, 
IOCs take up leading roles 

in the investigative process, 
mainly due to the lack of 
technical expertise of regula-
tory agencies.  

He added that the de-
pendence of these agencies 
on the IOCs for spill inci-
dent data gathering, such as 
-cause of spill, volume of spilt 
oil and its impact ratio, have 
continued to hamper the 
transparency and account-
ability of the process which 
are key to providing effective 
remedies, compensation, 
clean-up and remediation to 
the impacted communities.

The CEHRD Officer added 
that the failure of the oil 
operators to live up y other 
responsibilities in their ar-

eas of operations, coupled 
with the staggering poverty 
and under development of 
the region have given the 
enabling environment for 
armed agitation, militancy 
and oil theft.

He disclosed that CEHRD 
has trained over 100 commu-
nity members from about 50 
communities in Rivers and 
Bayelsa states to effectively 
document oil spill informa-
tion in such a way that is 
both qualitative and ad-
missible. This will enhance 
community - company rela-
tionship, while also opening 
channels for direct interac-
tion with government regu-
latory agencies.

O
SMD Network, a 
non-profit organ-
isation dedicated 
to Nigerian youths 

will via the OSMD youth em-
powerment summit improve 
the quality of life of hard-
working and determined 
young minds across Nigeria.

Tagged “what is your hand: 
A STRATEGIC TOOL”, the 
summit will reward over 20 
promising Nigerian youths 
with career building men-
torship in their aspiring field 
of focus. Meanwhile, top 
Nigerian CEOs and entrepre-
neurs have been confirmed to 
speak at the inaugural youth 

empowerment summit on 
August 11, 2016, at Ibadan, 
Oyo State capital.

Integrated marketing com-
munications expert, Tunji 
Olugbodi and business mogul 
and CEO Ubong King, are 
the keynote speakers at the 
event with multi-talented 
entertainer and entrepre-
neur Dbanj alongside expe-
rienced stand-up comedian 
TEE-A are the MCs. While 
award-winning writer and 
filmmaker, Chris Ihidero will 
moderate the panel discus-
sion.

Steve Babaeko, Ayeni Ad-
ekunle, Funke Bucknor-Ob-
ruthe, Akin Oyebode, Tosin 
Ajibade, Fashie Fizzie, Ali 
Baba, and Gbenga Adeyinka, 

Top entrepreneurs billed for OSMD’s youth empowerment summit
all seasoned professionals 
in their field are expected to 
take part in the panel discus-
sions. 

Steve Babaeko is an award-
winning prolific creative 
writer, brand development 
professional and multi-plat-
form media influencer. He 
leads an army of new genera-
tion marketing communica-
tion firms; X3M Ideas and 
7Interactive plus X3M music.

Ayeni Adekunle is a re-
nowned journalist, PR expert 
and businessman. He is the 
founder/chairman of BHM 
Group, parent company of 
BlackHouse Media, Nigerian 
Entertainment Today and 
IDAfrica.

Funke Bucknor-Obruthe 

is a PR expert, event planner 
and CEO of Zapphaire Events. 
Tosin Ajibade is a notable 
social media publicist and 
founder of Olorisupergal.

Fashie Fizzie is a top Nige-
rian photographer, fashion 
trendsetter and streetwise 
businessman. Akin Oyebode 
who is the pioneer executive 
secretary of the Lagos State 
Employment Trust Fund is an 
astute civil servant, banker, 
social commentator, creative 
and original thinker and 
strategist.

Ali Baba a veteran Ni-
gerian comedian generally 
known as the first real stand-
up comic in Nigeria is popu-
larly known as the father 
of Nigerian comedy and has 

mentored a number of Nige-
rian comedians.

Gbenga Adeyinka is a co-
median, versatile MC and 
publisher of Nigeria’s first 
comedy magazine, LaffMat-
tazz Magazine.

“The youths are the engine 
room of any moving and 
prosperous economy and as 
such we must empower them 
with all necessary support to 
help them discover their true 
potentials, putting them to 
use for the benefit of them-
selves and their immediate 
environment,” remarked Abi-
soye Fagade, Founder, OSMD 
Network and convener of the 
Youth Empowerment Sum-
mit, while speaking about the 
summit.

MABEL DIMMA
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Sirika denies claims on disbursement 
of intervention funds to airlines

IFEOMA OKEKE

O
lisa Agbakoba Legal 
(OAL), a leading law 
firm in Lagos and 
highly steeped in 

the field of maritime law and 
practice, held its inaugural 
quarterly Maritime Master 
Class Series (MMCS) recently.

A release by Oluwole Adey-

eye, head, Maritime Unit OAL, 
said the event was attended 
by participants from financial 
institutions that were the in-
tended target audience.

According to Adeyeye, the 
objective of the MMCS was to 
provide an avenue for offering 
knowledge to financial insti-

tutions in respect of the area 
of maritime law and practice, 
with particular focus on the 
‘ship arrest procedure’.

“It is recognised that fi-
nancial institutions provide 
finance to ship-owners for 
various maritime business 
activities, most especially in 

Olisa Agbakoba legal launches Maritime Master Class
the area of ship building, ship 
mortgage and ship purchase. 
It is also understood that 
conflicts could arise between 
both parties in respect of the 
loans provided. In such re-
spect, the financial institution 
concerned would definitely 
be interested in how it could 

R-L:  Oluwole Adeyeye and the Participants at the launch.

M
i n i s -
t e r  o f 
S t a t e s 
on Avi-
a t i o n , 

Hadi Sirika has said that 
the $40million afrixim 
loan and N86.6 billion 
Federal Government 
intervention fund to 
airlines was never dis-
bursed to any airline.

This statement is 
coming at a time when 
airlines are struggling 
to survive in the face 
to forex scarcity, avia-
tion fuel scarcity and 
decline in the number 
of passengers travelling 
within and outside the 
country.

The minister said this 
during the Senate hear-
ing on the investigation 
of disbursement and 
utilisation of $40 million 
afrixim loan and N86.6 
billion Federal Govern-
ment intervention fund 
held at the national as-
sembly complex, Abuja.

Sirika, who was also 
a member of the Senate 
Committee that looked 
into the matter some 
years back, noted that 
they observed that the 
banks were responding 

recover its loan facility from 
any defaulting ship owner. A 
crucial tool available to such 
financial institution is the 
possible arrest of the ship in 
respect of which a loan has 
been provided,” he said.

He explained that the 
MMCS provided an opportu-

to global shocks at the 
time and argued that 
on the strength of the 
revelations, the monies 
were not meant to help 
aviation but rather to 
help some banks from 
going under.

“If monies were sent 
to a bank for a specific 
purpose and it was used 
for other purposes not 
directly to the airline 
account, then that mat-
ter should be looked 
into seriously,” Sirika 
stressed.

To this end, Hope 
Uzodinma, chairman, 
Senate Committee on 
Aviation noted that 
since the money did 
not eventually get to the 
airline and used for the 
purpose of revamping 
the airline’s airplane 
fleet, then the money 
should not be called an 
aviation intervention 
fund.

The Airline Opera-
tors of Nigeria (AON) 
has stated that domestic 
airlines in the country 
did not and have not 
received any form of 
funding from the Ni-
gerian Government in 
the past 30 years since 
the deregulation in 1983 
contrary to widely held 

funds released went to 
the banks in an effort 
to keep them afloat for 
bad debts owed to banks 
by the airlines during 
a period of economic 
recession of 2011,” Meg-
gison stressed.

“Airlines in Nigeria 
are grossly over bur-
dened by the numerous 
charges from govern-
ment agencies, taxes, 
overheads and epileptic 
and excessively priced 
aviation fuel of N200 
per litre, unavailability 
of forex that they have 
to grapple with on regu-
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lar basis to meet repairs 
and maintenance costs, 
purchase of spare parts 
and excessive bank loan 
interest of 26 percent.

 “It is very sad to note 
that despite all these nu-
merous burdens on the 
shoulders of the Nige-
rian airlines which leaves 
them virtually able to 
survive or even make 
ends meet; airlines are 
still expected by the Fed-
eral Inland Revenue Ser-
vice (FIRS) to pay taxes 
out of their losses, mak-
ing the operating cost 
more expensive to run 
an airline in Nigeria than 
anywhere else in the 
civilized world today due 
to multiple and excessive 
taxation from the NCAA, 
FAAN and NAMA.

“This is an aberration 
and we therefore call 
on the Government to 
as a matter of urgency 
forge a strategy to bring 
all parties to the nego-
tiating table, and look 
for the first time direct 
intervention funding to 
airlines in the interest 
of saving the aviation 
system from collapse 
considering that with-
out the airlines there is 
no aviation,” Meggison 
emphasised.

beliefs, opinions and 
publications in the me-
dia in recent past that 
they were given an in-
tervention fund by the 
Federal Government.

Nogie  Meggis on, 
chairman of  AON, 
noted that domestic 
airlines in the country 
are privately owned es-
tablishments and have 
been funded solely by 
their owners without 
any form of injection 
of funds by the Federal 
Government.

Meggison stated fur-
ther that like any other 

highly capital inten-
sive private entity doing 
business in Nigeria and 
employing Nigerians 
that might be in need of 
funds, airlines are free 
to and do approach the 
banks for loans which 
are serviced regularly at 
stipulated interest rates.

“Contrary to what 
most people in the pub-
lic think, the airlines 
never received any 
direct fund from the 
Federal Government 
intervention.

Rather, what hap-
pened was that the 

nity for sensitising the legal de-
partments of various financial 
institutions about the dynam-
ics and intricacies of the ship 
arrest procedure.

“The MMCS provided de-
tailed knowledge of the op-
tions open to the financial 
institution/creditor, taking into 
cognisance that there could 
be other competing creditors. 
Further insight was provided 
into where a financial institu-
tion/creditor stood within the 
scheme of such competing 
creditors. Consideration was 
also given to the due diligence 
measures that ought to be 
taken in future by financial 
institutions in the granting of 
loan facilities to ship owners, in 
order to ensure that such loans 
could be recouped, with appre-
ciable returns,” he further said.

Adeyeye announced that 
OAL would be holding subse-
quent Maritime Master Class 
Series on a quarterly basis 
which, according to him would 
address various topical issues 
in maritime law and practice.
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Local food machine production 
for economic growth

 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

Property 
Logic

Accessing the National Housing Funds 
as informal sector stakeholder (2)

Akhigb e Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  Proper t yLogic 
Incorporated/Business Coach 
&  Seminar Speaker/Expert 
in Business & Property Law. 
/  E m a i l :  p r o p e r t y l o g i c .
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
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com/+234-8034846284.

With Akhigbe Dominic

T
he following are the salient 
features of such Coopera-
tive:

1. The Co-operative So-
ciety must be registered with the 
Registrar of Cooperatives in charge 
of the area where it is domiciled.

2. The Society must be registered 
with the National Housing Fund 
(NHF) Scheme.

3. The Society must be responsi-
ble for the Remittances of the vari-
ous contributions of the members.

4. The Cooperative Society must 
be accredited by the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria.

5. The Cooperative must have 
been in existence for a minimum 
period of one year twelve month 
during which membership deals 
paid by members have been con-
sistent.

6. The proposed estate must 
have good title that can be sub-
leased to individual who are the 
allottees of the housing units in 
the estate.

Benefits

T
he quest for self-reliance 
in food production, 
processing, preservation 
and packaging can be 
fully realised when 

the issue of local fabrication of 
food machines and equipment  
is brought to the front burner 
by relevant policy makers as 
well as stakeholders and adopted 
holistically. Nigeria cannot be 
talking ab out sustainable 
revolution in the agric sector if we 
continue to import sundry food 
machines, most of which could be 
produced locally, if the enabling 
environment is provided.

The advantages are enormous. 
The technological ingenuity of 
our local scientists, mechanical 
engineers, systems designers, food 
technologists, agric economists 
and even welders would be put to 
good use. Thousands of jobs would 
be created. It would enthrone and 
sustain the culture of technological 
acquisition instead of distant 
dream of the so-called technology 
transfer. No country worth its 
salt would willy-nilly transfer its 

money-spinning technological 
knowhow to another, least of all 
Nigeria which has refused to use 
what it has (abundant natural and 
human resources) to get what it 
wants (economic stability).

Similarly, we would save scarce 
foreign exchange and reduce 
capital flight. Indeed, experts are 
agreed that if the near comatose 
Ajaokuta Steel Company which 
kicked off on July 13,1979 with 
a global contract agreement 
signed  between the Federal 
Government  and Messrs Tyajzh –
Prome- Export (TPE) of the defunct 
USSR, had been seen through to 
its logical conclusion, Nigeria’s 
manufacturing industries would 
have reached a high level of 
capacity utilisation. By now we 
would have been making more 
money by processing our cocoa 
beans, coffee, cashew nuts, cassava 
chips and sesame seeds before 
exporting them. This would 
strengthen their export value as 
well as the food industry’s value 
chain.

Unfortunately, we still import 
most of the machines required 
for virtually all the processes that 
would enhance food security. 
Apart from hoes and cutlasses, 
most machines needed for 
modern agricultural practices, 

including tilling of farmland, 
weeding, sowing, irrigation, 
crop spraying and harvesting 
are imported to the detriment 
of our national economy. For 
years ,  the Manufacturing 
Association of Nigeria (MAN) had 
asked the Federal Government 
for the lowering of tariffs for 
this equipment without focusing 
on the gains inherent in local 
production. Yet, the rolling 
mills, thermal power plant and 
mechanical repair shops of the 
Ajaokuta Steel Company would 
have taken good care of production 
of several of these.

 The missing link
On pap er,  we have had 

policies in this direction. But 
lack of adequate funding and 
the needed synergy between 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and that of 
Science and Technology, as well 
as Trade and Investment has led 
us to a situation whereby we 
depend on foreign technology to 
solve our immediate challenges. 
For instance, PRODA in Enugu 
m e a n t  a s  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l 
incubator for our technological 
leap was frustrated due to lack 
of funds and sustained political 
will. As part of its mandate 
o n  E n g i n e e r i n g  S e r v i c e s , 
the Engineering Division of 
FIIRO was to meet the needs 
of research and development 

work in addition to industries 
and general public. But most of 
its noteworthy inventions and 
innovations are stalled due to 
inadequate fund injection.

If it had been fully funded as 
it happens in China, India, the 
United Kingdom and United 
States, the various designs and 
fabrication of Machinery and 
Equipment (M and E) needed 
to demonstrate the technical 
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  c o m p l e t e d 
Research and Development (R 
and D) would have been earning 
reasonable revenue. How many 
Nigerians know that it is also 
involved in cutting of various 
types of gears, machining of 
spare parts,  pro duction of 
cast components of iron and 
aluminum materials up to 
200 kg weight? Glass blowing, 
refurbishing of spark plugs, 
electroplating of metals, metal 
forming, cropping, aluminum 
welding, heat treatment and 
foundry casting all fall within 
the ambit of its core functions.

Amongst the machines locally 
fabricated are cabinet tray dryer, 
extruder, cassava mash mixer, 
solar dryer and cassava chipping 
machine. Others are oil filter 
press, hydraulic press for cassava 
processing, essential oils distillation 
plant and groundnut Sheller. 
Therefore, if the Ajaokuta Steel 
Company was in full operation 

the afore-stated would have been 
mass-produced to fast-track food 
processes that are carried out 
manually at the rural areas.

Types
With the benefit of local 

te chnology we now have 
me chanis e d cassava flour 
production, production of fufu, 
dry milling of grains and legumes, 
fruit juice extraction, cassava-
wheat flour composite flour bread 
making and instant pounded 
yam production. Others are soy-
gari production, soy-ogi, soy-
dawadawa, starch production, 
edible mushroom production and 
bottling and preservation of palm 
wine.

To  m a x i m i s e  t h e  h u g e 
potentials in this largely untapped 
sector of the food industry a lot still 
has to be done from both the public 
and private sectors.

Master plan
The Federal Government 

should embark on assessing 
the areas of inventions and 
innovations from various 
departments of food science and 
technology, agriculture, agric 
engineering and related arms of 
engineering across the country 
and their financial implications for 
mass production. 

7. The tenure of the loan shall be 
two years with moratorium period 
of one year.

8. . The loan shall be disbursed to 
a cooperative society at an interest 
rate of TEM PERCENT.

9. The Cooperative by practice 
shall identify a Primary Mortgage 
Institution (PMI) with which it 
shall collaborate for the purpose of 
processing a Cooperative National 
Housing Fund Loan (CNL) for its 
qualified members.

10.                  Housing units for the 
proposed project should fall within 
a target selling price not in excess of 
five million naira (#5,000,000.00).

11.                  The land upon which 
the Estate is to be developed shall 
have a valid legal Title devoid of 
every know encumbrances.

12.                  The security for 
disbursing each cache of the loan 
shall be the Title document of the 
estate land which must be in favour 
of the Cooperative.

13.                  The loan shall be dis-

bursed in three phases to complete 
the substructure, super-structure, 
and finishing of the housing unit.

14.                  The Bank shall finance 
One hundred percent (100%) of the 
housing development and Ninety 
percent of the infrastructural facili-
ties within the Estate.

15.                  The co-operative 
society is to develop the housing 
estate in any of the following ways 
in line with the Bank’s directive:

a.  The Cooperative society is to 
engage qualified registered building 
professionals with hands on experi-
ence with a view to managing the 
projects and completing the hous-
ing units to know quality standard 
of structural development.

b. The Cooperative society could 
use professionals from within its 
members with proof of technical 
expertise to facilitate its project 
complete the building projects 
within the estate for member.

c.  Or the Cooperative society 
could engage the services of Estate 
Development companies, on the 
grounds that the Estate companies 
can deliver the houses at a price af-
fordable to the Cooperative Society.

16.                  The Housing units 

in the estate must be sold to the 
co-operative society members who 
are contributors to NHF Scheme 
first of all.

The Cooperative Housing Devel-
opment Loan (CHDL) is required to 
present the following Document 
among others:

17.                  Certificate registration 
of the Co-operative society

18.                  Bye laws of the co-
operative society.

19.                  Explicit and detailed 
Profile of the Co-operative Society.

20.                  .The Resolution 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Society signed by the chairman 
and the Secretary, authorising the 
Cooperative society to borrow from 
the bank.

The National Housing Fund 
scheme is a noble intention de-
signed to alleviate the perennial 
housing deficit which still stands 
at about thirty percent today. It is 
therefore a puzzle that most Nigeri-
ans are unaware of this very golden 
opportunity to avail themselves the 
lifetime opportunity to own their 
own houses without sweat. I am on 
the humble opinion that Nigerians 
should jump on this noble trail and 

change their live forever now. It is 
a tell-tale to standby waiting for 
some miracles to happen. These 
windows of opportunities are de-
signed to capture almost everyone 
with a desire for House ownership. 
These schemes are what advanced 
countries have leveraged on to 
finally tackle their Housing deficit. 
The perennial Housing challenge in 
Nigeria can not only be adduced to 
Government relative inactivity, the 
Nigerian public has also developed 
a charlatan approach towards ac-
cessing available Housing solutions. 
Where enduring solutions have 
been found to endemic Housing 
deficit; it is usually a combined ef-
fort by the people and the authori-
ties. Lets wake up to it people!

…The Title to be bestowed on the final owners of the houses will be Deed of Sublease
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What to do when 
victory seems lost

Y
ou will bear me 
witness that expe-
riencing losses in 
life and business 
can be a very dif-

ficult situation to cope with. 
Many people are in the hos-
pital because of one loss or 
the other, while others have 
even committed suicide for the 
same reason. Lives have ebbed 
(away) for many because of 
losses and it appears justifiable.

Of course, losing has to 

be dreaded. Just imagine you 
have put in your best shot, 
toiled so hard, endured so 
much stress, only to be told 
that all your effort was in futil-
ity. I am not sure there is any 
mortal man that will be smil-
ing or excited at such a time. 
Not even David (the man after 
God’s heart) and his mighty 
men could handle it. He was 
on a mission to defend the trust 
that his benefactor had in him; 
he was turned back without 

being able to prove his loyalty. 
The state of their minds was 
not known as a result of the 
turn down they had received. 
However, on getting back to 
their camp, they discovered 
that it had been raided, and 
all their families and goods 
carried away. This was the 
height of their troubles. They 
broke down and began to weep 
terribly. Whatever could make 
mighty men of war like these 
to cry must possess enormous 

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

P
oor power supply is 
a serious challenge 
militating against 
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l 

growth of small business 
startups in Nigeria. Success-
ful companies operating in 
Nigeria has found a way to 
deal with the challenge of 
power supply by providing 
their own power.

For instance, Aliko Dan-
gote, founder of Dangote 
Group, has developed the 
strategy of situating a mini 
power plant right next to 
his factories as an alterna-
tive to the erratic power 
supply in the company. So 
if you are successfully going 
to operate in Nigeria; then 
you must map out a plan to 
curtail the harsh effect of 
poor power supply.

The Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria has been 
making giant strides to ad-
dress the power challenges 
the country is facing. Since 
1st of October 2013; the 
power sector has been de-
regulated and the licenses 
given to private investors to 
run their own independent 
power stations. So much 
has been going on in that 
sector and a lot is expected 
to improve there.

Inadequate Security - Se-
curity is the next challenge 
you must deal with espe-
cially if you are a foreigner 
wanting to invest in build-
ing a business in Nigeria. 
But I think it’s worthwhile 
to add that there has been 

a massive step up by the 
government with respect 
to security and based on 
this; I can confidently say 
that I am impressed with 
the way the government 
is handling the security of 
the state. However, I don’t 
think the security challenge 
is going away anytime soon; 
so you have to be prepared 
to deal with it.

Government inconsis-
tency is really a challenge 
you will have to tackle if 
you must succeed in Ni-
geria as an entrepreneur. 
Governance is something 
entrepreneurs have no con-
trol over; all entrepreneurs 
can do is try to influence 
government’s policy with 
respect to enacting favor-
able business laws. But you 
must have political clout 
and massive resources to 
be able to influence govern-
ment laws.

Now you may not have 
the political clout or finan-
cial muscle to influence 
government’s policy so the 
best strategy to combating 
the ever changing policy of 
the government is to keep 
a keen eye on government 
laws and swiftly adjust 
your business to align with 
the policies.

The next challenge of 
doing business in Nigeria 
is the poor transportation 
standard. As expected; the 
dependable source of raw 
materials you need may 
not be situated close to your 

target market. So you will 
have to decide if to locate 
your business close to the 
raw materials or close to 
your market. Either way; 
transportation of either raw 
materials or finished goods 
will be involved and this will 
pose a great challenge if you 
intend operating in Nigeria.

 Poor transportation 
standard and road network 
is a factor militating against 
industrialisation in Nige-
ria but I believe this chal-
lenge is being tackled by the 
government through the 
upgrading of roads and con-
struction of railway lines.

 Inability to access 
funds - Of all the business 
challenges involved with 
starting a small business 
in Nigeria; this one interest 
entrepreneurs the most. 
Inability to access funds 
and banks unwillingness to 
support entrepreneurship 
and small business is the 
major barrier to massive 
entrepreneurship growth 
in Nigeria.

However, this challenge 
can be surmounted if you 
are a die hard, creative en-
trepreneur. Hard core en-
trepreneurs are not held 
back by the lack of support 
from banks; they are not 
discouraged by the unavail-
ability of startup capital. 
Rather than lament over 
the predicament, they look 
for creative ways to finance 
their business plans and 
ideas.

power.
I can tell you that the rea-

son why they could not help 
but cry was because they felt 
all hope was lost, help was not 
in sight and the future looked 
bleak. The enormity of the 
entire situation and hopeless-
ness of it all broke them all 
down. It was recorded that 
David had never lost a battle, 
and he had resolved a national 
problem by helping to kill 
Goliath and many others. 
Despite all of these as achieve-
ment and accomplishments, 
he broke down in the face of 
this loss. Whatever it was that 
happened then, is still hap-
pening now and scriptures 
say that these were written 
for our own example. I don’t 
know how you can pacify a 
man that borrowed money 
from the bank with high 
expectations of paying back 
only for him to lose out in the 
entire deal (due to no fault of 
his). Oh boy!!! You have to be 
super human to survive such 
an ordeal. What about the 
business woman that bought 

goods when the exchange 
rate was normal only for a 
new government to come in 
and dollar went hay-wire and 
every profit got eroded, not a 
pleasant experience also.

But how did David handle 
it, who would have believed 
that what befell him could hap-
pen to a person of his pedigree? 
He stepped out of the natural 
and entered into the super-
natural to receive encourage-
ment and direction and he was 
spared the agony of loss. There 
are many ways of escape for us 
all as children of God if we are 
ready to be “willing and obedi-
ent” (Isaiah 1:19).

We all have challenges 
and failures in different forms 
that arise in our sojourn in 
life, which would definitely 
take us down if we do not 
know how to handle them. 
As a child of God you are still 
a winner in the sight of appar-
ent defeat or loss. Even though 
VICTORY seems lost, it is still 
not over if we know what it 
takes. Now clean your eyes 
and open it wide and receive 

understanding!  There is a 
place in God where when we 
release our loss and give God 
room to work, we come back 
with gain. Every wise man 
that ever walked in this life 
and had intimate relationship 
with the father has been to 
such place in God. Where they 
exchanged their weakness 
for strength, they exchanged 
their foolishness for wisdom 
and their losses for gain. They 
were greatly celebrated in life 
and in death because of this 
decision.

This is our advantage as be-
lievers in the market place. Do 
not give in to discouragement, 
anxiety or worry because they 
have come to steal our faith in 
the help of God and to deny us 
of the resurrection power of 
the Almighty. Receive encour-
agement from God, rejoice at 
the sight of losses, and agree 
with God that there shall be 
no miscarriage and you will 
return back with great gain like 
David and his men did.

Remain blessed.
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S
uccess is not meant for 
a selected few, it is for 
the few who selected 
to succeed. Success is 

not measured by how much 
money you have; it is mea-
sured by: how much of your 
destiny you have accom-
plished and the impact you 
made in people’s lives. Greek 
millionaire Aristotle Onassis 
stated: “After you reach a cer-
tain point, money becomes 
unimportant. What matters 
is success.”

 I would like to anchor this 
discussion from the following 
passages of the Holy Bible. 
“Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
consider its ways and be 
wise! It has no commander, 
no overseer, or ruler, yet it 
stores its provisions in sum-
mer, and gathers its food at 
harvest.”(Prov.6:6-8) Ants are 
creatures of little strength, yet 
they store up their food in the 
summer.”(Prov. 30:25).

 From the insights gleaned 
from the world of ants, let 
us consider six essential in-
stincts for success. Namely: 
Goal, Initiative, Discovering 
your abilities, Risk taking, Re-
lationship, and Rising above 
your challenges.

 1. Goal
 The first step to being 

successful is to decide on 
what you want to achieve. If 
you don’t have a goal, you’re 
never going to achieve what 
you are capable of (achieving), 
and you can easily fold under 
a little pressure. Industrialist 
Henry J. Kaiser said: “You 
cannot begin to achieve your 
best unless you set some aim 
in life.” Setting and meeting 
goals creates positive energy 
and motivates you to keep 
moving even when there are 
obstacles.

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said: “The world makes way 
for the man who knows 
where he is going.” Having a 
goal will give you focus and 
stimulate you to succeed in 
life. Until you have a goal, 
you will not have glory. For 
every ant you see, the goal 
is: “to provide food for itself 
during summer,” and it works 
tenaciously towards it.

 2. Initiative
 Initiative is the ability 

to make decisions and take 
actions without waiting for 
someone to tell you to do so. 
Initiative kills fear and opens 
the door of self confidence. 
Though the ant has no ruler, 
overseer, or mentor, yet the 
ant takes the initiative to go 
out and find means of sur-
vival. It is your responsibility 
to succeed despite your limi-
tations. Greek philosopher, 
Socrates said: “To move the 
world we must first move 
ourselves.”

John C. Maxwell also adds: 
“If you want to get ahead, you 
need to light your own fire.” 
The initiative for manifesting 
your destiny is up to you. God 
is waiting for you to act so that 
He can work for you.

 3. Discovering your abili-
ties

 When you discover and 
specialise in your area of 
comparative advantage, noth-
ing except you can stop you 
from excelling in life. As little 
as the ant is, it is not devoid of 
abilities. The ant deploys its 
ability in synergy, the mouth 
with which it bites and breaks 
down food substances into 
smaller units for easy car-
riage, wisdom and high sen-
sitivity to opportunities.

There is an ample opportu-
nity for you to discover your 
abilities. Before you discover 
and excel in your abilities, you 

must first discover God. In the 
words of Bishop T.D. Jakes, 
“Until you commit yourself 
to knowing the God who 
created you, you will run the 
risk of being only a small frac-
tion a man, a benign portion 
of your potential, and only a 
decimal of your destiny.” You 
can jumpstart the process of 
discovering yourself by ac-
cepting Jesus into your life. 
The true essence of your life 
can only be unveiled to you 
through Him.

 4. Risk taking
 Risk is the probability 

that the actual result will 
differ from the expected 
result. The risk element in 
that goal, dream and aspira-
tion you are gunning for 
is only a probability, not a 
certainty. The ants are one of 
the most insecure creatures 
on earth. Yet, they could risk 
coming out of their holes to 
pursue their goal in the hos-
tile environment they live. 
They still go out in search 
of opportunities. Before you 
succeed in life you must take 
risks. Success responds to 
risk takers. William Arthur 
Wood said: “There is no se-
curity on this earth. There is 
only opportunity.” Insecure 
people are always unwilling 
to adventure to the top level 
of life for fear of failure or 
disappointment. They make 
do with their status quo. Inse-
curity makes you a mediocre. 
Mediocrity and excellence 
are incompatible

 5. Relationship
 Ants are small insects that 

live in large groups. They take 
advantage of synergy in the 
pursuit of their goal. They 
usually lend a helping hand 
to one another any time they 
observe one of them carrying 
objects too heavy for it.
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FRANK ELEANYA

How live video streaming can 
change business landscape

I
n today’s social world, finding new ways to 
engage your customers has become the pri-
mary occupation of many businesses. Images, 
text, gifs and videos link products and services 
directly to the end users and savvy companies 

are capitalizing with unique creative and innova-
tive contents.

From statistics, videos have been acknowledged 
as a leader in the social space. A Brightcove statistics 
has shown that social video generates 1,200 percent 
more shares than do images and text combined. 
Interestingly, Facebook which recently reported 
that about 1.7 billion people used its platform in the 
month of July 2016, had a few ago projected that 
“In five years time, most of Facebook will be video.” 

A few years down the line, that prediction 
is proving true. By 2015, the company reported 
that more than 500 million users were watching 
Facebook videos every day with a total of 8 billion 
videos viewed every 24 hours – up from 4 billion 
only a year ago.

Live video is not a recent creation, but has only 
gained momentum with latest developments in 
technology. Live streaming apps like Periscope, 
Meerkat and Facebook Live have been around for 
barely 6 months, but live streaming video has been 
around for years. One of the earliest streaming plat-
forms was Muzak, but it was audio. The technology 
however was invented in the early 1920s. 

Sites like Ustream and Livestream which were 
invented in the 1990s laid the foundations for live 
video apps like Periscope and Meerkat. They also 
offered similar functions. Live video apps are a 
result of many generations of modifications and 
innovations that has taken place.

Live video apps have changed the game and 
brought live-streaming into limelight to the point 
that many businesses are beginning to embrace it 
to grow their brand visibility and entrench them-
selves in the daily consciousness of their end-users. 
According to Brightcove, companies using video 
enjoy 41 percent more traffic from search than 
non-users.

The best part is, downloading the apps comes at 
almost zero cost (“almost” because you will need to 
be connected to the internet to use them effectively 

SundayBusiness

and that cost some bucks) and the returns when it 
is rightly used can be extremely positive. For a little 
expense, a company can tap into Facebook’s over 
1.13 billion and Periscope’s 15 million registered 
users.

Leveraging the apps are ways a company can 
get their audience to feel more connected to the 
products, services and everything the company 
represents. One of the means to achieve this is 
sharing live events and at the same time allowing 
the users to be part of it. Live videos give the audi-
ence the opportunity to participate in something 
bigger themselves.

Unlike traditional videos, live videos are reality 
in motion. In other words it is unedited; it is fresh, 
unpredictable and gives a sense of excitement to 
the viewers.

Short live interviews with employees or clients 
can increase brand engagement and also reinforce 
the human side of the organisation. The Verge, an 
online magazine with bias for technology, science 
and culture run a daily event on Periscope called 
“Let’s Discuss” where discussions ranges from what 
they covered online to other issues.

Some other company can also use live videos 
to show their audience how they create a product 
or a service. The live video takes the audience 
from concept to product completion helping them 
understand what goes into building your brand. 
An insurance company might want to change cus-
tomers’ perception by showing how the customer 
service departments carry out their duties in a 
professional manner.

Giving the customers the privilege of seeing 
behind the scenes of something they would not 
have had access to will boost their appreciation of 
your brand. Mercedes-Benz has a session where 
they make their audience part of a photo session for 
one of their models and at the end they upload to 
their online channels under the hashtag #MBEP15. 
It is an important way to peel back the curtain on 
your business, manufacturing process, decision-
making, daily operations and any other thing you 
fee l comfortable sharing.

Almost all the apps allow your video to stay 
on your wall for as long as possible encouraging 
your viewers to watch and react to it later. They 
can also share the video with friends and families, 
potentially increasing reach.

It is also important to note that while there are 
benefits, there may be occasions for caution when 
using live videos. 62 percent of consumers are more 
likely to have a negative perception of poor quality 
video, said Brightcove study. Hence it is important 
to get it right from the beginning. 

Get a good quality video camera and a reliable 
internet connection. You will lose your audience 
once they observe that the video is either unstable 
or have poor quality. Finally, if you do not want the 
audience to see it, do not show them. Always re-
member you cannot edit what goes up on live video.

MTN names 
Citigroup, 
Standard Bank 
as Nigeria listing 
advisers

A
t 16, Michael Oyibo, a senior secondary 
student of Odo Oba Secondary School, 
Epe, Lagos State is already looking ahead 
into a great future with optimism. He 

wants to be a professional Insurance practitioner 
upon the completion of his tertiary education. 

Monsurat Ibrahim, another student, was in-
decisive about the career path to toe. She wanted 
to be a medical doctor like most of her friends, but 
not really sure if her aspiration is compatible with 
her passion.  

Most young persons in senior secondary school 
do not find career choice decision easy to make. At 
the senior secondary school level, they are expected 
to select subjects that are relevant to their future 
career, but many are not really sure of what to 
choose. Career choice is a life-long decision; this is 
why they need proper guidance and counseling 
to make the right decision because of the conse-
quences of wrong choice.

In advanced countries such as the United King-
dom, United States, France, Japan and Germany 
among other European countries, and even Asian 
countries like China, Singapore and Malaysia, their 
educational curriculum encompasses sound career 

Career choice: Etisalat lends hand to youths in breaking barriers
counseling and other initiatives that help their 
young population make right career choices.

Michael and Monsurat were lucky however, 
recently when they attended a career counseling 
session that availed them with the opportunity to 
have clearer understanding and deeper knowledge 
of things that they needed to know in order to 
realise their dream career.

Most innovative and youth-friendly telecom-
munications network, Etisalat Nigeria is helping the 
likes of Michael and Monsurat by identifying career 
counseling as yet another intervention area that is 
pivotal to Nigeria’s socio-economic development.

To this end, the telco in 2010 launched the Eti-
salat Career Counselling Programme which runs 
in partnership with the Leadership Empowerment 
and Resource Centre (LEARN).

 The initiative is part of the company’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility initiatives linked with its Em-
ployee Volunteering Scheme, a platform through 
which Etisalat staff impact students from differ-
ent communities, by delivering career enhancing 
sessions and mentorship to students in secondary 
schools, based on the employees’ fields of expertise.

Recently, Etisalat expanded the coverage of 

the scheme when it took the first leg of 2016 ca-
reer counselling session to eight schools all within 
Epe town in Lagos State where several students 
including Michael and Monsurat benefitted. The 
schools included: Epe Junior and Senior Grammar 
Schools, Odo Obara Junior and Senior Schools, Alaro 
Junior and Senior Grammar Schools, and Odomola 
Junior and Senior Schools.

Speaking  about  the  career counseling pro-
gramme, director, regulatory & CSR, Etisalat Nigeria, 
Ikenna Ikeme, disclosed that career counselling 
platform enables Etisalat employees to fulfil a desire 
to give back to society, appreciate volunteering time 
and employ their skills in providing career counsel-
ling and mentorship to students.

  “Career counselling scheme brings 
fulfilment to us at Etisalat because it enables us 
to demonstrate our passion for Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), through both internal and ex-
ternal platforms. We are aware that students need 
appropriate direction towards making compatible 
and fulfilling career choices, because a wrong career 
move will likely have serious negative long-term 
effects”, he said.

M
TN Group Ltd. appointed units of Citi-
group Inc. and Standard Bank Group 
Ltd. as advisers on a planned listing of 
the wireless company’s Nigeria busi-

ness on the country’s local stock exchange, part 
of a deal struck with the West African nation’s 
government to settle a record fine.

Africa’s biggest mobile-phone operator is tar-
geting a listing of the Nigeria unit in 2017, “subject 
to suitable market conditions,” the Johannesburg-
based company said in a statement on Thursday. 
Stanbic IBTC Capital, the Nigerian arm of Johannes-
burg-based Standard Bank, will be the lead issuing 
house, while a full syndicate including Nigerian 
parties will be appointed in due course.

MTN agreed to list the unit in Nigeria, the com-
pany’s biggest market, as part of a deal to pay a 330 
billion naira ($1 billion) fine in cash to the Nigerian 
government for missing a deadline to disconnect 
unregistered subscribers. The shares gained 0.2 
percent to 144.28 rand as of 9:05 a.m. in Johan-
nesburg, still 24 percent lower than when the fine 
was levied in October.

Nigeria raises key 
interest rate to 
lure ‘lukewarm’ 
investors

N
igeria raised its monetary policy rate to 
lure foreign investors and prop up its 
currency, even as the economy risks 
slipping into recession.

The Monetary Policy Committee 
increased the key lending rate to 14 percent from 12 
percent, Central Bank of Nigeria Governor Godwin 
Emefiele told reporters in the capital, Abuja, on 
Tuesday. That was in line with the forecast of two 
of the 15 economists in a Bloomberg survey. Two 
predicted a 100 basis-point increase and one said 
policy would be tightened by 300 basis points. The 
rest expected rates will be left unchanged.

The MPC “noted that the negative real interest 
rates did not support the recent flexible foreign-
exchange market as foreign investors’ attitude had 
remained lukewarm, showing unwillingness in 
bringing in new capital,” Emefiele said. An increase 
in borrowing costs “gives impetus for improving the 
liquidity of the foreign-exchange market,” he said.

The central bank removed a peg of 197-199 
naira per dollar in June after 15 months, causing 
the Nigerian currency to devalue by more than a 
third. The naira weakened beyond 300 per dollar 
for the first time on July 22 and traded at 365 on the 
parallel market as the central bank sold treasury 
bills and bonds and continued to block importers 
of selected items, including steel products and rice, 
from the interbank market.
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A culture of robust politicking: The American example

Focus
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T
he recently concluded Re-
publican National Conven-
tion (RNC) and Democratic 
National Convention (DNC) in 
the United States of America 

(USA) where Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton were nominated as candidates of 
their respective political parties in a race 
that involved many big names ahead of 
the November 2016 presidential election 
hold many lessons for Nigerian crop of 
politicians and generally, for the nation’s 
political culture, analysts said.  

Unlike Nigerian politicians who 
ditch one political party for another at 
the slightest provocation (particularly 
to a ruling party) after every primary 
election, John Kasich, Ben Carson, Ted 
Cruz and others who could not garner 
enough delegates in the US primary have 
remained Republicans despite heated 
primary characterised by bad blood, par-
ticularly orchestrated by the eventual 
nominee, Donald Trump.

Even more intriguing, and yet in-
structing for Nigerians following the 
US election, is the spirit of sportsman-
ship demonstrated by Hillary Clinton’s 
Democratic top rival in the primary, 
Bernie Sanders, who not only pleaded 
unity among party members despite 
the Wikileaks’ email saga, but endorsed 
Hillary for the November election; a 
feat near impossible in Nigeria’s current 
political dispensation.    

WikiLeaks had on July 22, 2016, 
released about 20,000 emails allegedly 
from top DNC officials, insinuating that 
Democratic officials favoured Hill-
ary Clinton over Bernie Sanders. The 
email release, only days away from the 
Democratic Convention, shed light into 
potential election fraud. Bernie’s faith 
and belief in God was questioned by DNC 
strategists in one WikiLeaks email, as il-
lustrated in a Washington Post.

Many Sanders’ delegates were ex-
hausted after four days of protest in 
Philadelphia and others calmed by 
Sanders’ repeated pleas for party unity. 
In text messages, speeches and during 
breakfasts throughout the convention, 
Sanders implored his supporters to help 

Clinton defeat Donald Trump, according 
to report.  

But the same cannot be said of Nige-
ria’s political behaviour where nobody 
wants to be in opposition party and 
everybody wants the top spot. Since Ni-
geria got independence in October 1960 
and in recent times, mass exodus from 
one political party to another otherwise 
known as ‘cross-carpeting’ has been 
a major identity of Nigeria’s political 
culture; which aided by the country’s 
constitution.

Section 68 (1) and 109(1) of the 1999 
Constitution under the “Tenure for seat 
of members” states that: “A member of 
the Senate or House of Representatives 
(House of Assembly) shall vacate his seat 
in the House of which he is a member if-

(g) Being a person whose election to 
the House was sponsored by a political 
party, he becomes a member of another 
political party before the expiration of 
the period for which that House was 
elected, provided that his membership 
of the latter political party is not as a 
result of a division in the political party 
of which he was previously a member 
or of a merger of two or more political 
parties or factions by one of which he 
was previously sponsored”; but silent on 
those of the members of the executive 
arm of government like the President, 
Vice President, Governors and Deputy 
Governors.

Tene John, head, Department of 
Political Science, Nigerian Institute of 
Journalism (NIJ), told BDSUNDAY that 
despite the un-ambiguity of the constitu-
tion, defections among politicians have 
been on an alarming increase, with the 
greatest casualty being the opposition 
parties,” calling on Nigerians to arise to 
stop a menace he termed ‘anti progress 
political behaviour’.   

“Nigeria has therefore, witnessed a 
plethora of defections among legisla-
tors, governors, deputy governors, party 
members and other political office hold-
ers who in most cases defect to ruling 
party,” he says.

He worries that with the growing 
cases of defections to the APC at the mo-
ment, and the depleting number of the 
opposition including the PDP, there is a 
mounting fear that Nigeria may gradu-

ally be gravitating towards a one-party 
state which may be harmful to the na-
tion’s nascent democracy.

In a mass exodus prior to the 2015 
general elections, Rotimi Ameachi, then 
governor of Rivers State, led a faction 
of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
away after fallout of Nigerian Governors 
Forum (NGF) and assumed the name 
‘New PDP’ which later joined the All 
Progressive Congress (APC), where he 
now servers as Transport Minister.

Only recently, while Nuhu Ribadu, 
a former presidential candidate of the 
defunct Action Congress of Nigeria 
(ACN) in 2011, carpet crossed to the APC, 
a party he earlier ditched for the PDP 
in 2014 to contest for the governorship 
seat in Adamawa State; Solomon Edebiri, 
the PDP aspirant in the June 20, 2016 
primaries has resigned from the party, 
for what he described as “awful and a 
complete negation of what democratic 
tenet is all about”.

Dele Adesina, senior advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN), told BDSUNDAY in an 
interview that Nigerian politicians have 
great lessons to learn from their Ameri-
can counterparts-who having gone 
through rigorous primary, none of the 
candidates have dumped their respec-
tive parties or instituted legal proceeding 
against either party or co-candidate for 
whatever reason.

“The campaigns were largely con-
ducted based on issues like: security, 
economy, job creation, immigration, 
foreign policy, among others. But the 
greatest testimony is the harmony and 
the oneness of the members of the par-
ties in this different political party; even 
though, there was a primary fiercely 
contested by the aspirants. As soon as the 
winner emerged, they unanimously, in 
the interest of their parties and in the in-
terest of America, they queue behind the 
aspirants that have won the primaries. 
That is how it should be. Unfortunately 
for Nigeria, our experience has one mil-
lion mile away from this,” he said.

Adesina, who laments that political 
parties in Nigeria lack ideology and are 
not raising true democrats, said Nigerian 
politicians only join political parties they 
think have the prospect of delivering 
mandates to them, with total disregard 

to enduring culture and legacy.
Asked to comment on sections of 

the constitution which made carpet 
crossing among politicians so easy in 
the country’s democratic arena, he said 
the occurrence is entrenched by flimsy 
judicial interpretation by judges who 
should know better the spirit behind 
the provision.

“That is why our democracy has not 
grown substantially. In terms of produc-
ing democrats we have not gone far at 
all. The constitution says you cannot 
cross from the party that elected you to 
another, unless you are a parliamentar-
ian. Until our political parties run a truly 
ideological party, we cannot experience 
what they are experiencing in America,” 
he says.

He explained that a viable opposition 
political party is an essential element in 
forming great and admirable democratic 
culture and also an essential platform in 
forming alternative economic policies 
from government of the day.

“First and foremost, the provision of 
the constitution regarding this area must 
be obeyed. Nigerian parliamentarians 
are not supposed to cross from the party 
that elected them unless the party is fac-
tionalised. If the lawmaker themselves 
are disciplined about this they have the 
moral judgment to handle executive 
carpet-crossing.

“Even courts have not been able to 
exploit this provision; there is no will-
ingness on the part of practitioners to 
obey the law. The constitution does not 
say when there is disharmony; because 
we need to disagree to agree. Even hus-
bands and wives do disagree. It is when 
a political party becomes factionalised. 
Our courts have to be more proactive. 
They should look at the spirit behind this 
provision in our constitution and enforce 
it; because the letter kills, it is the spirit 
that gives life, says the Bible. It is the 
same thing with the constitution. If the 
aim of the constitution is to stop carpet 
crossing, all these flimsy excuses should 
not be tolerated by our courts. That is 
when we can grow in democracy; that 
is when people with like minds in ideol-
ogy, in principles, can come together and 
then formed themselves into a political 
family,” he says.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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N
ancy Young, a nurse 
and a mother of two 
adorable boys, had 
the worst childhood 
anyone could ever 

imagine. It was such a horrible 
one that she dreaded marriage. It 
only took the intervention of her 
mother who, despite what she 
had been through, drummed it 
into her ears that good men still 
existed. Below is Nancy’s story as 
told by her:

I had a loving father who made 
my siblings, mum and me feel 
super special. We were the envy 
of our friends and relatives who 
seized every opportunity to tell 
us how fortunate we were to 
have such a darling man for a dad 
and husband. He encouraged my 
siblings and me to dream big with 
the promise to make the dreams 
a reality.

Shortly before I concluded 
my primary school education, 
my dad turned into a monster. 
He would come home late in the 
night with a long face screaming 
at everyone. Rather than rush 
to embrace him whenever he 
returned from work, we began to 
recoil. Before long, my dad started 
hitting my mum. I saw him do that 
on more than one occasion with 
my helpless mum absorbing all 
the punches without hitting back. 

Gradually, my father began 
shying away from his duties. He 
would complain anytime mum 
requested money to purchase 
household items, so she started 
shouldering the responsibilities 
alone. Even with dad’s refusal to 
contribute to our upkeep, mum 
never starved us once.

Our plight worsened when my 
father came home in the company 
of a woman whom he casually 
introduced as his new wife. The 
woman was cuddling a little boy 
and her face was not friendly at 
all. My mother greeted her but 
she just nodded without saying 
a word. I was young then but not 
too young to know that life was 
not going to be the same again.

That night, my mother moved 
her belongings to the room I 
shared with my sister. As she 
moved in, I could see she had been 
crying because her eyes were 
blood red. It was a three-bedroom 
apartment; my parents shared one 
room, I shared one with my sister, 
and my three brothers stayed in 
the other room. My siblings and 
I always shared one room when 
we had a visitor but after the guest 
left, we returned to our rooms.

My stepmother made sure my 
dad never looked our way and 
with time, paying our school fees 
was left for my mother to handle 
which was way too much for her. 
Even when my mother made con-
scious efforts to stay out of their 
way, the humiliation she received 
from both my dad and his wife 
never ceased. The only shoulder 
that my mother cried on was 
Aunty Jane’s. Aunty Jane was 
married to dad’s elder brother and 
she was like a second mother to us.

Sometimes I wondered why 
any right thinking man would 
ever think of leaving my mother 
for another woman. My mother 
is just too good. I’m not saying 
this because she is my mother but 
because it is glaring she is a good 
person. In addition to my mother’s 
teaching job which did not fetch 
the required income to accom-
modate her extra responsibilities, 
Aunty Jane introduced her to 
second-hand clothes business. She 
was making huge money out of 
it and believed it would ease the 
burden for mum. She was right 
because it sure did.

With income coming from 
dual sources, my mother was able 
to train us up to tertiary school 
level. It was not easy for her as I 
could see how hard she struggled 
to make sure we were happy. All 
this while, my dad concentrated 
on giving the best he promised us 
to my stepsiblings. My mother had 
high hopes of topping a university 
degree to her NCE certificate but 
she had to give up her dreams so 
her children could have one. She 
practically put down the entire 
penny she got for our education.

My dad never asked us how we 
fared even when we lived under 
the same roof. I found his new 
attitude towards us very strange 
and couldn’t stop wondering what 
really went wrong. This woman 
had so much influence on my dad 
that she could make him do what-
ever she wanted. Because of her 

manipulative attitude which my 
dad did not seem to mind, coupled 
with her wickedness which had 
no limit, my siblings and I branded 
her a witch.

My elder brother always in-
sisted we move our pot of food 
inside our room immediately 
after cooking. He believed that a 
woman who could not only dis-
place another from her matrimo-
nial bed but also go to any length 
to make her uncomfortable in her 
own home was capable of murder.

Aunty Jane always visited 
and all the time she did, she never 
came empty-handed. She also had 
encouraging words for my mother 
and I heard my mother say many 
times then that she could not 
imagine what she would have 
done without Aunty Jane. She 
was like a sister to my mother and 
a second mother to my siblings 
and me.

Life became a little easier when 
my eldest brother, Stanley, gradu-
ated from the university and got a 
job with a microfinance bank. My 
mother was a bit relieved as Stan-
ley contributed some percentage 
of his monthly salary to support 
the family. Even when we could 
afford to rent a mini apartment, 
my mother insisted we continue 
living under the same roof with 
my father to project that ‘one 
happy family’ image.

The tiny cord binding that 
‘one happy family’ together broke 
few days after my elder brother, 

Ernest, announced that he was 
bringing his fiancée home. Ernest 
was the second son; I was the third 
child but the first daughter. I had 
two other younger siblings, Grace 
and Jeffrey. Ernest was the brainy 
one in the family and as such no 
one raised eyebrows when he said 
he wanted to be a medical doctor.

My mother made a lot of sacri-
fices to ensure that we got the best 
education and our grades were a 
source of encouragement to her 
because they were exceptionally 
good. So, Ernest had concluded 
his National Youth Service and 
was fortunate to secure a juicy 
employment where he served. 
He sent word home that he was 
coming home with someone spe-
cial and he was certain we would 
love her. He was right about that 
because we grew fond of Liz the 
moment we set our eyes on her.

My father, who was now try-
ing to be nice to us seeing how well 
we had turned out, instructed his 
wife to cook a nice meal and went 
as far as inviting some guests for a 
mini party. I was already married 
with a kid then but travelled home 
because Ernest wanted everyone 
around. We had not seen our-
selves for a while.

On my arrival, I met a full 
house. Aunty Jane came around 
and we were happy she stood 
by us all these years. Mum had 
become so much attached to her 
that she never took any decision 
without Aunty Jane being in the 

How an ‘aunt from hell’ killed my brother
ThisLife

know. With the guests around, 
mother advised us to be vigilant 
and not be carried away by the 
fake smiles and laughter. For all 
she knew, everyone was a suspect.

With the guests gone, we all 
retired inside to eat but my father 
sent for Ernest, saying he needed 
to have a private discussion with 
him. As we ate, we saw our step-
mother move in and out of the 
kitchen.

Some minutes after we had 
finished eating, Ernest emerged 
and requested for his food. He 
was obviously hungry from the 
way he yawned as he awaited his 
meal to be served. Not long after 
Ernest started eating, we saw him 
writhing in pain. He died before 
we could get him to the hospital 
and the autopsy showed he died 
of food poisoning.

Who else would have poisoned 
Ernest if not that witch that posed 
as my stepmother whose wicked-
ness appeared to be growing with 
her age? My mother was almost 
losing touch with reality as she 
sobbed for several days as if Ernest 
was the only child she had. Of 
course, none of us slept under the 
same roof with that evil woman 
as we never knew what else she 
had up her sleeves.

Aunty Jane said we were wel-
comed to stay with her as long 
as we desired, so we moved into 
her home. My stepmother came 
to Aunty Jane’s house shedding 
crocodile tears, but we refused 
to be fooled. Ernest was buried 
the following week according to 
our tradition, after which mum 
travelled back to the city with me. 
The kids loved the idea of having 
their granny around because she 
showered them with so much 
affection.

Six years after, we got a call 
from the village that Aunty Jane 
was very ill and needed to see us 
urgently. The following morning, 
we went straight to the hospital 
where we had an old wound torn 
open. In a shaky voice, Aunty 
Jane, who spoke as if each word 
was her last, narrated how she 
killed my brother and begged us 
for forgiveness. She confessed 
she was not happy we were doing 
better than her children, so the 
devil pushed her into poisoning 
my brother.

My mother, who was sitting 
beside Aunty Jane, stood up im-
mediately and staggered back, 
obviously shocked beyond words. 
We had accused my stepmother 
of everything evil straight to her 
face, even the death of my brother, 
but we never had the opportunity 
to apologise because she had died 
two years before Aunty Jane’s 
confession.

As I stood staring at the frail-
looking woman whom we had 
trusted over the decade, goose 
pimples enveloped my entire 
body. Did she just confess to kill-
ing my brother or were my ears 
beginning to fail me? I still had 
my gaze fixed on her when she 
breathed her last. Till date, I still 
find it difficult to believe Aunty 
Jane killed my brother.

32 Sunday 31 July 2016SUNDAYBD 

CHINWE AGBEZE

C002D5556



How safe are energy drinks?
Consumer’s Corner
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E
nergy drinks, a 
type of bever-
age containing 
stimulant drugs, 
mainly caffeine, 

which are marketed as 
providing mental and 
physical stimulation, have 
been associated with 
health risks, such as an in-
creased rate of alcohol-re-
lated injury, and excessive 
or repeated consumption 
can lead to cardiac and 
psychiatric conditions.

These drinks which 
come mostly in cans 
with appealing exteriors, 
through their advertise-
ments claim they re-
store energy at times of 
increased physical and 
mental stress, stimulate 
the nervous system and 
breakdown harmful sub-
stances in the body.

Some energy drinks 
in the Nigerian market 
include Power Horse, Red 
Bull, Monster, Rock Star, 
Spark, Red Alert, Battery, 
Power Fist, Passion, Blox, 
Burn, and Dark Horse.

Others include Boom 
Boom, Redline, Amp, 
Contac, Full Throttle, Blast, 
Xs energy drink, among 
others.

The ingredients in 
these drinks include cre-
atine, Methylxanthine-Vi-
tamins and plant extracts 
such as gaurana, ginseng, 
maltodextrin, inositol, car-
nitine, glucuronolactone 
and ginko biloba.

A 2011 study by re-
searchers at the University 
of Miami found that drink-
ing energy drinks has 
caused kidney and liver 
damage in adolescents and 
young adults.

“Many of the ingre-
dients are not regulated. 
Both the known and 
unknown pharmacology 
of the various ingredients 
used in the production of 
energy drinks, combined 
with reports of toxicity, 
suggest that these drinks 
may put some children at 
risk for serious adverse 
health effects,” said Sara 
Seifert, a medical student 
at the University of Miami 
and head of the research 
study.

In 2013, the House of 
Representatives made 
attempts to ban energy 
drinks when it directed its 
committees on Health and 
Commerce to investigate 
the importation, distri-
bution, sales and health 

implications of caffein-
ated energy drinks in the 
country.

According to the 
lawmakers, the stimu-
lants contained in energy 
drinks pose dangerous 
health risks such as kidney 
damages, seizures as well 
as stroke to the consumers. 
How far did they go? Obvi-
ously, they did not go too 
far because these drinks 
are still on the shelves of 
most stores in the country.

BDSUNDAY findings 
reveal that the demand for 
energy drinks has declined 
in the past one month ow-
ing to consumer dissatis-
faction coupled with the 
impending danger associ-
ated with its consumption.

“When energy drinks 
came into the market 
newly, customers usually 
flooded my store request-
ing for them, but now the 
rush has seized,” said Faus-
tina Analaba, a retailer in 
Lagos.

“Some of my customers 
complained that the drink 
makes them feel like vom-
iting or fainting, so they 
stopped buying. When the 
rush was on, I sold as much 
as 12 cartons a week, but 
now I can barely finish a 
carton in a week,” she said.

Felix Balogun, a retailer 
in Port Harcourt, said 
most people no longer buy 
energy drinks like before 
because they have come 
to believe that it can kill 
them.

“I still get customers 
who ask for them, that’s 
why you can see some 
energy drinks on my shelf, 
but the people are not 
many. The steady buyers 
are those who drink it 
with alcohol,” he said.

Temitope Oyinlola, 
a retailer in Abuja, said, 
“When a new product 
comes into the market, 
there is usually that initial 
rush to taste the product 
after which customers 
decide if they want to keep 
on buying it. I make a lot of 
sales when a new energy 
drink hits the market but 
after that, the buyers for 
that product either reduce 
or disappeare entirely.” 

Why do people still 
patronise energy drinks?

Some consumers who 
spoke with BDSUNDAY 
say they buy energy 
drinks to boost energy, 
while others say they use 
the drink as mixers with 
alcoholic drinks to weaken 
the alcohol content.

Jeff Anya, a resident 
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in Lagos, said, “I only take 
energy drinks with alcohol 
to dilute it. The energy 
drink reduces the alcohol 
content. If I take three 
bottles of alcohol without 
mixing it, I’ll get drunk but 
when mixed with energy 
drink, I can take as much 
as four bottles of alcohol 
and still be fine.”

“I took a lot of energy 
drinks during my youth 
service days, especially 
whenever I was marching, 
and it did give me energy, 
but I no longer take them 
because I heard they have 
adverse effects in the long 
run,” Amanda Popoola, 
who hails from Ogun 
State, told BDSUNDAY.

Emmanuel Oseme, 
another respondent, said 
some people drink it in 
isolation but he doesn’t.

“Rather, I always mix 
with red wine or any wine 
at all for no particular 
reason though. My friends 
say it’s good to mix it and 
since I feel alert after tak-
ing it, I continued mixing it 
but I don’t drink it always,” 
he said.

“Energy drink energizes 
me. I still take it anytime 
I’m working out at the gym 
to regain lost energy,” said 
Olayinka Ebun.

For those who quit 
drinking energy drinks, 
what were their reasons?

“The first and last time 
I drank energy drink was 
in my 300 level in the uni-
versity. A friend of mine 
who introduced me to the 
drink said it would not 
only keep me awake but 
make me strong enough to 
read throughout the night. 
When I took the drink, 
it tightened my chest so 
badly that I felt I was going 
to die. The moment I got 
over that, I vowed never 
to take a sip of that drink 
again,” said a respondent 
who pleaded anonymity.

Amenaghawon Okao 
said, “I’m not a fan of en-
ergy drinks but I’ve taken 
it just once. My husband 
bought Bullet energy 
drink for me so I could 
stay awake. We went for a 
show together and it was 
really late into the night. 
Although the drink kept 
me awake, I felt dizzy. I 
wonder why people take 
that drink. It does not give 
energy as they claim; it’s 
just a caffeinated drink.”

Are energy drinks re-
ally safe for consumption? 
Experts say they might be 
death traps.

Ayo Baje, a nutritionist, 

advises that moderation 
should be the watchword 
as these drinks have 
potential side effects when 
consumed in excess.

“Energy drinks are 
supposed to provide 
instant energy for physi-
cal strength and mental 
alertness. That explains 
why they possess chemi-
cals such as creatine to 
build muscles, 1-3 percent 
caffeine to stimulate the 
nerves,” Baje said.

“However, they may 
not perform their func-
tions as promoted. NAF-
DAC has therefore warned 
against abuse, especially 
when combined with 
other alcohol drinks. Con-
sumers could be physically 
and mentally disoriented,” 
he said.

Creatine adds muscle 
strength and water to 
muscle, giving it more 
bulk, but some research 
indicates that 30 percent 
of people do not respond 
to creatine, says Shelley 
Meltzer, a food specialist in 
The Netherlands.

“Creatine can result in 
1-3 percent stimulation 
of performance but in 
larger doses, it can result 
in poorer performance,” 
Meltzer says.
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A cross section of Energy drinks
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LG 4K OLED TV collection 
hits Nigerian market

T
V viewing is enjoyed 
in households all 
over the world. In 
Nigeria, families con-
verge around the box 

at the end of the day to catch-
up with their favourite TV 
programs such as news, sports, 
sitcoms and movies. These mo-
ments popularly referred to 
as family time is hampered by 
poor picture qualities and reso-
lution some conventional TVs 
produce. In a bid to overcome 
this challenge, Nigeria’s fore-
most Consumer Electronics gi-
ant, LG Electronics, has made 
good its promise of keeping its 
Nigerian consumers abreast of 
technological innovations by 
introducing the World’s lastest 
4K OLED TV into the Nigerian 
Market. OLED TV Technology 
which is solely produced by 
LG Electronics made its grand 
entry into the Nigerian mar-
ket some years back with the 
2K (Full HD) resolution which 
came in 55-inch TV sizes.

Today, the grand entry of 
the LG 4K OLED TV into the 
Nigerian market perhaps sig-
nals another hurdle for other 
brands in the Consumer Elec-
tronics industry as LG 4K 
OLED TVs come in both 55 
and 65inch sizes. “There is no 
doubt LG Electronics has dis-
tinguished itself from its major 
competitors when it comes to 
meeting consumers expec-
tation with core innovative 
technology leaving consumers 
longing and looking forward to 
the next production”, an ana-

lyst John said. The 4K OLED 
TV is a clear statement from LG 
Electronics, displaying its core 
competence and taste for high 
quality when it comes to home 
entertainment and of course 
with the interest of the con-
sumer coming first.

LG’s Curved 4K OLED TV 
combines the intense detail 
of Ultra HD with the superior 
contrast and rich, accurate 
color that only OLED TV can 
provide, to display what lead-
ing industry pundits have 
deemed the best picture ever. 
The company said OLED’s rev-
olutionary technology delivers 
an awe-inspiring picture with 
perfect blacks and incredible 
color, even from wide viewing 
angles. “LG’s Art Slim design 
philosophy is a complement to 
any interior décor as the TV 
boasts an amazingly slim depth 
at only a few millimeters and a 
stylish, frameless design”.

“It is important to note the 
2016 LG 4K OLED TV model 
offers 4k resolution which de-
livers perfect black cinematic 
colour for an amazing clear 
and incomparably beautiful 
Ultra HD picture quality to 
the delight of consumers. The 
Ultra HD Resolution which is 
4-times the resolution of full 
HD is recorded as 3840 x 2160p 
ensuring every picture detail 
is revealed just as it. With the 
LG OLED WRGB Technol-
ogy (White, Red, Green & Blue 
Sub-pixel), the LG 4K OLED TV 
comes with a total of over 33 
million sub-pixels heralding 
the display of a billion variety 
of colours. LG’s WRGB Technol-
ogy, developed by Kodak with 

DANIEL OBI

T
he Chartered Insti-
tute of Management 
Accountants (CIMA) 
and the American 

Institute of CPAs (AICPA), 
are joining forces to create a 
new association that would 
represent the breadth of the 
accounting profession, a state-
ment has said.

 The new Association 
aims to become the most 
influential professional ac-
counting body in the world, 
and will represent 600,000 
current and next-gener-
ation professionals. It has 
been designed to comple-
ment rather than replace 
both constituent organisa-
tions – so while it will bring 
extra weight and influence 
to CIMA, CIMA’s existing 

CIMA and AICPA to form new association
the opportunities for CGMAs 
around the world.”

 The formation of the Asso-
ciation represents a deepening 
of the joint venture that CIMA 
and the AICPA have operated 
since 2011, which has expand-
ed management accounting 
within the USA, and created a 
new global designation, Char-
tered Global Management 
Accountant (CGMA).

 CIMA’s outgoing Presi-
dent Myriam Madden said: 
“This has been a year of focus. 
Throughout this process we 
have maintained an open 
dialogue with our members 
to better understand their 
professional needs and the 
world-class services required 
to deliver greater recognition 
and employability.

an IP which is now exclusively 
owned by LG display, adds 
unparalleled beauty to the 
picture-on-glass quality output 
which is made possible by the 
in-built self-illuminating light. 
Its ability to turn each pixel on 
or off is remarkably impressive; 
this allows the TV to display a 
perfect black and infinite con-
trast”.

The company which 
opened a new era of innova-
tion in the TV market, creat-
ing pioneering technologies 
like OLED TV and implement-
ing an intuitive operating 
system to allow customers to 
experience the full benefits of 
smart TV technology further 
said that the  LG 4K OLED TVs 
which come in both Curved 

and Flat versions with mod-
el numbers; 55/65EG96 and 
55/65EF95 respectively, offers 
consumers the opportunity 
of making a choice based on 
their taste and fashion as both 
TVs come with wide view-
ing angles between 0 and 178 
degrees making it possible 
for wide viewing angles at all 
times. “The LG 4K OLED TV is 
endowed with a stunningly 
blade slim design of 5.97 mil-
limeters frameless which fea-
tures a full cinema screen that 
allows an immersive viewing 
experience. LG’s 4K OLED TV 
combines the intense detail of 
Ultra HD with a superior con-
trast and rich, accurate colour 
which can be found only in an 
OLED TV”, it said.

“For years LG has been at the 
forefront of innovations that 
demanded recognition from 
both experts and consumers, 
and industry recognition fur-
ther validates our efforts, espe-
cially with 4K OLED TVs,” said 
Steve Ryu, General Manager, 
Home Entertainment division, 
LG Electronics West Africa op-
erations in a statement. “OLED 
TVs are a whole new standard 
in picture quality and when 
matched with Ultra HD tech-
nology, the results are simply 
astounding.”

It said the  LG 4K OLED TV 
is several times faster than 
the regular LED TVs. “With 
an amazing response time of 
.001 seconds while showing 
moving images is totally out of 
this world. Other unique fea-
tures of the LG 4K OLED TV 
includes, Web OS 2.0 which 
enables browsing and TV surf-
ing seamless while its applica-
tion launcher remains at the 
lower part of the screen, en-
suring other applications could 
be accessed without interrup-
tions during TV viewing. The 
4K 3D+ delivers unrivalled 
3D viewing experience with 
an adjustable 3D depth con-
trol that completely immerses 
viewers while enjoying 3D 
movies.

The further stated confi-
dently that as far as the TV 
market is concerned OLED 
TV’s capability to deliver 4K 
picture quality with crystal 
clear images remains unbeat-
able in all ramifications. LG 4K 
OLED TV simply delivers the 
best picture quality ever in-
vented, there is none like it.

endorsed the resolution, with 
86.5 per cent of AICPA mem-
bers who cast ballots in favour. 
Work to create the Asso-
ciation will begin immediately  
and it will be launched in 
2017. 

 CIMA’s President Andrew 
Miskin said in the statement: 
“We live in a time of rapid 
change and increasing com-
petition. Responding to this, I 
am delighted that CIMA and 
the AICPA members have 
endorsed the proposal to cre-
ate a new association so that 
we can stay ahead of market 
changes and developments.”

 “We will build on the his-
tory and strengths of both 
CIMA and the AICPA, which 
will enable us to accelerate 
our strategy, and to expand 

structure and Royal Charter 
will remain, and CIMA will 
retain its management ac-
counting focus, .

 CIMA and the AICPA 
members will retain member-
ship of their existing member 
organisation but will gain ad-
ditional membership of the 

new Association.
 The decision to create the 

Association, according to the 
statement was taken after 
both organisations’ mem-
ber bodies voted to endorse 
the move in ballots which 
concluded on June 16. 89.7 
per cent of CIMA members 



Cameron Green: Destination for 
luxury living in nature’s crucible

T
he world of 
the rich is gen-
erally defined 
by finesse, 
alienation, 

exclusivity, quietude 
and luxury. Those who 
address their needs usu-
ally fuse all these into 
a single product that 
ultimately gives satisfac-
tion and enhances status 
and self-esteem.

As Nigeria’s lead-
ing light in residential 
real estate investment 
and development, UAC 
Property Development 
Company (UPDC) Plc, is 
known for its premium, 
luxury and classic hous-
ing developments and it 
has not only done quite 
a good number, but very 
well in all of this.

With its solid capital 
base and strong footprint 
in the Nigerian real es-
tate market, the compa-
ny remains bullish while 
managers of the Nigeria 
economy are struggling 
with the downturn in 
oil prices at the interna-
tional market and other 
real estate investors are 
cautiously weighing 
their options.

It is busy ‘building 
for sustainable value’ 
and delivering same to 
investors and homebuy-
ers alike. One of the 
products it has delivered 
to the market which 
epitomises its strong 

CHUKA UROKO  The orientation of 
the buildings is deliber-
ate; the buildings are 
designed to have limited 
exposure to sun rays be-
cause of the eco-friendly 
elements of the houses; 
the roofing materials are 
in line with the compa-
ny’s  green initiative and  
many trees  have been 
planted on the estate for 
this purpose.

The 28 apartments in 
the two blocks of flats 
consist of 10 units of 
4-bedroom apartments; 
10 units of 3-bedroom 
apartments and eight 
units of 2-bedroom 
apartments, all with 
luxury finishing and 
equipped with fitted 
kitchens and air condi-
tioners.

The estate boasts 
environmental friendli-
ness; exclusive location 
guaranteeing privacy  
and peace of mind; 
full range of amenities 
including fitness centre, 
lawn tennis court, swim-
ming pool; full facility 
management services.

To ensure the comfort 
of residents, the estate is 
equipped with modern 
facilities including swim-
ming pool, gymnasium, 
lawn tennis court and 
children’s playground. It 
also parades easy drive 
way, ample parking lots 
for residents and visitors; 
borehole and water treat-
ment plant; sewage treat-
ment plant; electricity 
and standby generator.
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taste bud for luxury 
is the Cameron Green 
Estate- an up-market 
and exclusive residential 
development located 
on Cameron Road, Ikoyi 
which is a highbrow 
neighbourhood in Lagos, 
Nigeria.

The estate which 
derives its name from 
its location and envi-
ronment lays much 
emphasis on greenery in 
line with the company’s 
environmental sustain-
ability campaign. It is a 
successful attempt by 
the company to return 
man to nature crucible 
yet in luxury living envi-
ronment.

Built on only a small 
fraction of the estate’s 
11,500 square metres 
gross buildable area 
(GBA), Cameron Green 
is a mini-estate compris-
ing two blocks of flats 
and four 5-bedroom 
detached houses with 
2-bedroom boys quarter, 
and each house standing 
on approximately 1,000 
square metres of land 
with its own swimming 
pool, come with a full 
range of facilities aimed 
to give residents value 
for money.

We take a contrary 
view of the economy; 
while other investors 
and developers are 
slowing down, watching 
price movements in the 
international oil market, 
we see opportunities to 
grab. And because we 

understand real estate 
to be a store of value, we 
are not daunted by the 
drop in the oil price and 
its negative impact on 
the economy; for us, this 
is the time to invest and 

deliver to the market”, 
says Hakeem Oguniran, 
the company’s managing 
director.

He notes that whereas 
Ikoyi property market 
is experiencing high 

vacancy rate due to low 
demand, Cameron Green 
apartments are fully sold 
out, because “this is not 
a concrete jungle like 
others you see all over 
Ikoyi”.
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‘Nigerian education 
curriculum has refused to 
give God His proper place’

What is the position of the church 
as regard to partnership on education 
with government and the challenge 
of quality education in Nigeria?

W
e know our problem; 
we are still suffer-
ing from military 
hang-over. The mili-
tary came, took over 

schools and what happened – they 
trampled education to the background 
and for 30 years we are reaping the 
fruits and the politicians do not help 
matters. Many of them, if not 99 per-
cent are exhibiting military tendency, 
they are not thinking through and 
that is why when you talk of educa-
tion, they trample on it, hence money 
allocated to education is misappropri-
ated. Money allocated to education 
compare to sitting allowance, ward-
rope allowance, and the unknown 
parties that we are hearing of today, 
these things have gone bad long ago.

The return of schools to missionar-
ies, Catholic Church is one of the mis-
sionaries and we welcome it a lot, also 
Lagos State government is doing well 
in terms of this and we cannot do jus-
tice to this topic without giving credit 
to Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, who with his 
government of about 80percent cabi-
net members as Muslims, look into the 
future and handed over the schools, 
some of it to the missions. In Lagos 
State, it’s been returned, some of the 
schools like St. Gregory, Holy Child 
Baptist, and I believe the Anglican and 
other churches have their own back, 
in short Lagos State is a pace setter 
which we want other states to follow 
like Oyo, and Osun State to emulate. 
We are partners in progress we are 
not enemies and the primary function 
of government is to help out, that is, 
attract subventions not just mentor-
ing. In short, the language is straight 
– partners in progress.

What are the problems?
The money that is supposed to go 

to the schools in partnership does not 
get to them. The partnership should 
be between the government, financial 
agencies, missions, and community, 
but unfortunately what we have now 
in this country, I will say is zero. Today 
nothing is happening, on paper you 
have it there funds being allocated 
to everything but in reality nothing 
is there. Few days ago, I heard they 
want to take census of private schools 
in Lagos. Ever since I was ordained as 
a priest 35 years ago, we have been 
hearing that, they want to do this, 
they want to do that and those census 
are not free; that is, they charge us, 
charge the professional schools if it’s a 
professional school, and at the end of 
it that leads to another census. So, no-
body knows where we are going. So, if 
am to answer you directly, this part-
nership is nothing, it’s a total hijack 
partnership, it has nothing to offer us.

So, when you fund schools, the 
benefits appear to be seen in many 
ways; that is, try to imagine what it is. 
With all sense of humility you cannot 
compare public schools for now with 
our private schools, with all sense 
of humility; I hope you understand 
what I am saying. Our leaders let them 
bring their children to public schools 
if it’s good. Yourself that is interview-
ing me, if you have your way, will 
you have your child in public school? 
Why? Because the quality is not there, 
dedication is not there, commitment 
is not there, that is what I am saying 
with every sense of humility, the mis-
sion schools (private schools) are the 
order of the day. But, if you think edu-
cation is costly, try ignorance. Mass 
education that we have during the 
Jakande era will not lead us anywhere 

The Worshippers

today.
Generally, the fee being charged 

by these schools seems to be out of 
the reach of the masses, why is it like 
that?

I have answered you on that. That 
is, if you say education is too costly, try 
ignorance. You want the best teach-
ers, good laboratories, that is why we 
said the government should come in 
as partners with private schools. We 
should be seen as partners in progress.

Why not challenge the govern-
ment of the day either at the local, 
state or federal to do their schools 
so well to be compared to any school 
in the US so that more parents will 
go there, is it possible? It’s possible 
but it’s not done. So, if I build more 
schools, bring in the best of teach-
ers, best materials in this IT world, is 
it peanut you pay the teachers? No. 
but, if the government sees it as a 
challenge, they take Kings College or 

Queens College and put everything 
there, then they just put students 
there, we will all sing halleluiah, but 
that is not the situation.

 Mission schools appear to be drift-
ing away from their initial aim?

What is the aim? I am to tell you the 
aim. Educate the total man: that is the 
aim.

What is the church doing to help 
parents realise they have a more im-
portant role in what their children 
become?

Well, parents are the best and 
first teachers any day. But, before I 
go to that, let me talk about curricu-
lum. We have been talking about 
school curriculum I have it here in 
capital letter. I agree with many is-
sues which we have been saying but 
the curriculum matters which is the 
burning issue in our mission today, 
we are yet to address it. At the ter-
tiary level, no cause for alarm but 

at the primary level that is, nursery 
and primary school, I stand to be 
corrected, this is where the prob-
lem is. The new curriculum in the 
offering which is already approved; 
I hope somebody will educate me 
and educate others on this new cur-
riculum about teachers, teaching 
of morals, issues of religion and co., 
that is where the problem started. 
If ab initio children are not taught 
well morals or even teachers as well, 
don’t be surprise you cannot plant 
pawpaw and expect to reap mango. 
So, in a gathering like this we should 
be enlightened by the ministry of 
education what they really mean 
by this new curriculum that does 
not put God in His place and does 
not put moral in its place and leaves 
education of the minors in the hands 
of any person. Science is good, we 
are not against science, our college 
is there. Faith and science, faith 
and knowledge, where knowledge 
stops then religion comes in and we 
are not opposed to the technology 
world, but the fear of the Lord starts 
from the nursery not at the univer-
sity level. So, that’s our issue that’s 
our problem for now.

Parents have no time for their 
children, economic hardship, prob-
lems here and there, what do we eat, 
stomach infrastructure has made ev-
erything to weigh the parents down. 
Mass sacking from the banks, name 
it; anywhere. How much time do par-
ents have to spend with their children, 
all of them from Yaba to Oyingbo, the 
same story; Father, we don’t know our 
parents, they have no time for us even 
on Sundays when they should be at 
home after church, they are either in 
one town meeting or the other, and 
at the end of the day; in fact, some 
don’t know what our faces look like 
any more. So, that is the challenge for 
the priest, that is a challenge for the 
church and that is also a challenge to 
the parents as well – find time for your 
children. If you don’t do that, no good 
home training; don’t be surprised its 
“area boys” and “area girls” you will 
have. May this not be our lot.

There seems to be a rise in the cases 
of religion-motivated killings in the 
country of recent, what is the church 
doing about these?

It is totally condemned. Totally 
condemn by any man and woman of 
reasoning. The church is rising up and 
we are telling the government, urging 
the military to beef up security in the 
country so that these things will not 
continue to happen. We condemn it.
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P
rofessor Johnbull, the best-
in-class TV drama series 
exclusively sponsored by 
Globacom Tuesday night 
treated Nigerians to uncom-

mon hilarity and bliss as the second 
episode, Eliza, My Daughter, was aired 
on NTA Network, NTA International 
and Startimes channels.

The episode commenced with the pro-
tagonist, Professor Johnbull (Kanayo O. 
Kanayo) pruning his garden plants, and 
savouring Flavour’s latest song, which 
incidentally is the soundtrack for the 
drama series.

The entrance of , Churchill, Professor 
Johnbull’s engineer son, sparked a dis-
course in which the Professor sought to 
know who repaired his transistor radio 
and made it possible for him to enjoy 
the radio set once again. Churchill’s 
response that he did, led to a conversa-
tion between father and son on which 
career Churchill should pursue. “I am 
highly impressed with your genius in 
fixing gadgets”, Professor Johnbull re-
marked as he tried to dissuade his son 
from becoming a musician, describing 
his plan to choose music as a career as 
“arrant balderdash”. Convinced that 
music was his calling, Churchill respect-
fully restated his passion for music.

Whilst the dialogue ensued, Eliza-
beth (Queen Nwokoye) bolted out of 
the main house, looking sickly and 
vomiting.

Amidst the bedlam, Mai Doya (Funky 
Mallam) arrived to reveal that his wife 
was pregnant, adding that she was vom-
iting all over their house. That revela-
tion made Professor Johnbull to assume 
that his undergraduate daughter who 
was also vomiting might be pregnant. 

His countenance changed. Rather 
than showing empathy and concern for 
Elizabeth, he chased her into the house 
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with her sibling and maid, Caro (Mercy 
Johnson-Okogie).

He took time to listen to Mai Doya 
for further clarifications on the nexus 
between pregnancy and vomiting. The 
more he heard about it, the more con-
vinced he was that someone had put his 
unmarried daughter in the family way.

This led Prof Johnbull to take a series 
of rash steps in a bid to confirm if his 
daughter was pregnant or not and who 
was responsible.

After carrying out what he termed 
“optical examination and initial pa-
rental diagnosis” of checking the body 
temperature and eyes of Eliza for signs 
of pregnancy, Professor Johnbull clan-
destinely procured pregnancy testing 
strips from a local pharmaceutical 
shop, and enlisted the help of Caro as 
well as a medical doctor, acted by Pas-
cal Atumah, to unravel the pregnancy 
mystery.

Interestingly, in her characteristic ‘lo-
cal’ manner, Caro gave the pregnancy 
testing strip to her lover boy, Olaniyi, 
the nkwobi seller, acted by Yomi Fash-
Lanso, who turned the issue to a com-
munal discussion involving Mai Doya 
and Samson, the “adjudicator” acted 
by the comedian, Ogus Baba to bring 
Professor Johnbull to ridicule.

The drama also promoted personal 
hygiene by teaching proper handling 
of drugs and covering of nose whilst 
sneezing.

The action climaxed when the doc-
tor’s report showed a negative pregnan-
cy result for Elizabeth, a self-acclaimed 
“strong advocate of no conjugal af-
filiation before matrimony”. Professor 
Johnbull swallowed the humble pie 
by “professorially” apologising to his 
daughter.

The all-encompassing closing remarks 
of Professor Johnbull, who punctuated 
his remarks with the interjection of 
“Mon Deo!” was vintage as he submitted 
that “by not trusting my trustworthy 
daughter, I could easily have destroyed 
the trust and love that existed in my 
family. Oh yes, I overdid this one!”

He advised parents against over-
reacting and being overtly suspicious 
of their girls despite the prevalence of 
sexual immorality amongst the youth.

The programme, powered by Globa-
com, is broadcast on Tuesdays at 8.30pm 
on NTA Network, NTA International 
and Startimes while the repeat episode 
us aired on Fridays on the same chan-
nels at the same time.
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Arts 19-year-old undergraduate launches Nigeria’s 
first photography magazine

I
n a bid to promote and tell the 
success stories of both upcoming 
and established photographers 
in Nigeria, 19-year-old Progress 
Egede, an undergraduate student 

of Covenant University, Ota, Ogun 
State, has taken the bull by the horns to 
launch a photography magazine called 
Provouge.

Provouge features interviews with 
top photographers in the country, 
articles on photography, some behind-
the-scenes works of photographers, 
among others.

Speaking during the launch of the 
magazine at the Civic Centre in Lagos 
recently, Egede, the originator and 
editor-in-chief of the magazine, said 
the idea behind Provouge was to teach 
upcoming photographers the art of 
photography in a very simple but ef-
fective way, and to create a platform for 
photographers to share their ideas and 
experience with others.

Though many workshops are orga-
nized to teach photographers the art 
of photography, for her, some of the 
workshops are unaffordable for many 
and are sometimes inconvenient.

“In Nigeria, there is really no plat-
form for these photographers to ex-
plore. When I told my parents I wanted 
to do photography, they saw it as a mere 
child’s play, but I was able to prove to 
them that this is something that I could 
achieve,” Egede said.

She noted that in other developed 
countries, there are schools of photog-
raphy, but that is lacking in Nigeria, 
yet upcoming photographers in the 
country face a lot of criticisms.  She ap-
preciated her parents and sponsors for 
believing in her dreams and helping her 
to pursue it.

“This launch is meant for people to 
key into my idea and help the magazine 
to grow. The magazine will be published 
twice in a year, and I see it becoming 
the biggest in Nigeria for young creative 
minds,” she said.

Some speakers at the launch said 
Provouge magazine was a welcome 
development, coming at a time of high 
graduate unemployment rate points 
to the need of students who can think 
outside the box to become job creators 
rather than job seekers after gradua-
tion.

Lucky Egede, CEO, Super Savers Su-
permarket and a speaker at the event, 
said the launch of the magazine was a 
message that “there is hope” for Nige-

E
xcitement continues to 
build across Africa as the 
call for entries for this 
year’s edition of the the 
Etisalat Prize for Litera-

2016 Etisalat Prize for Literature: Call for Entries enters final stage

ture enters its final month.
Lovers of African literature, it 

seems, cannot wait to see the qual-
ity of entries that will be submitted 
for the 2016 edition of the Pan-

African literary prize. But most of 
these literary enthusiasts expect a 
keen competition this year similar 
to those of previous editions, espe-
cially the 2015 edition whose short-
list threw up Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s Fiston Mwanza Mujila 
(Tram 83) and South African duo, 
Penny Busetto (The Story of Anna P, 
as Told by Herself) Rehana Rossouw 
(What Will People Say?).

Etisalat Nigeria, initiators of the 
literary prize, had announced the 
call for entries to the 2016 edition 
of the Prize, just a few months after 
the emergence of Mujila as the win-
ner of the 2015 edition.  

Modupe Thani, head, events 
and sponsorship, Etisalat Nigeria, 
recently reaffirmed the August 31 
date for close of entries into the 
Etisalat Prize, bringing to an end the 
first phase of process.

Thani reiterated that only books 
by debut writers published not later 
than 24 months before submission, 
will qualify for entry. “All entries 
should be accompanied by seven 

rian youth who have creative minds. 
“A youth that is positively engaged will 
give us peace. We need to respect all vo-
cations and not despise anyone,” he said.

Shola Animashaun, an award-win-
ning Nigerian photographer, com-
mended Progress Egede’s efforts in 
creating a photography magazine, 
saying despite the challenges involved 
in the profession, she is standing out to 
make an impact in the society through 
the magazine.

Animashaun explained that the 
photography industry has grown to be-
come one of the biggest contributors to 
the arts and creative industry in Nigeria 
and the rest of the world.

Paradise Music 
Festival, Awards sets 
for Season 3 in Calabar

T
he much awaited Season 
3 of Paradise Music Festi-
val & Awards; one of the 
biggest events in the city 

Calabar, is set to happen from 
August 11-13, 2016.

This year’s event will be a three-
day nonstop fun with the best of 
home-grown artistes performing 
alongside A list names.

According to Effiom Trombone, 
the event director, “The musical 
show has been running for two 
years now and this will be the 
third year. We have been doing 
it low keyed in the last two years, 
but we discovered that many 
talents abound especially in Cala-
bar. The only platform they have 
to show the world their talent is 
the Calabar Christmas Carnival, 
which takes place once a year. So, 
we decided to create an alternative 
hence this event”.

The show, which starts August 
11, will feature a music festival for 
the first two days and the third 
day will be the awards itself. Ben 
Ayade, governor of Cross River 
State is expected to grace the oc-
casion among other dignitaries. 
Asuquo Cobhams will be given 
a Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his contribution to the music 
industry. Artistes expected to per-
form at the festival include: home 
boy Iyanya, Kelly Hansome, Tossy 
Young and many more.
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copies of the book entered along 
with an acceptance of our public-
ity terms. A publisher may submit 
a maximum of three books. The 
rules and guidelines for entry are 
available at prize.etisalat.com.ng.” 
She said.  

The judging panel for the 2016 
Etisalat Prize for Literature com-
prises Nigerian novelist and poet, 
Helon Habila, as the Chair of Judges; 
South African writer and activist, 
Elinor Sisulu and Ivorian writer, 
Edwige Rene Dro as members.

The distinguished Patrons of the 
Etisalat Prize are: Ama Ata Aidoo, 
acclaimed writer from Ghana, Dele 
Olojede, Pulitzer Prize winner from 
Nigeria, Ellah Wakatama Allfrey, 
editor, critic and 2015 Man Booker 
Prize Judge from UK/Zimbabwe, 
Kole Omotoso, writer and public 
intellectual from Nigeria, Margaret 
Busby, editor, writer, broadcaster, 
consultant and co-founder of Al-
lison & Busby from UK/Ghana and 
Zakes Mda, novelist, poet and play-
wright from South Africa.

C002D5556



Book
Sunday 24 July 2016 SUNDAYBD 39

Editor’s  note:  We welcome intelligent  review of Nigerian/ international  authors by interested writers. send  your reviews to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com

Suraj Oyewale, author of The Road to Victoria Island, discusses the book 
in this chat with CHUKS OLUIGBO.

How would you sum 
up the central message 
of The Road to Victoria 
Island?

T
he key mes-
sage the 
book seeks 
to pass is that 
hard work 

and integrity still re-
main key virtues to ca-
reer rise in Nigeria. The 
Road to Victoria Island 
just means the path to 
successful 9-5 career in 
Nigeria. I used Victoria 
Island as a metaphor for 
9-5 job in Nigeria, be-
cause VI qualifies to be 
the Corporate Capital of 
Nigeria. It is an unwrit-
ten rule that a company, 
especially in financial 
services sector, has not 
“arrived” until it has an 
office in VI. This is simi-
lar to the use of Wall 
Street in Corporate 
America. Wall Street is 
the Investment Bank-
ing capital of America, 
and probably the world. 
A secondary intention 
behind the book is to 
champion the use of VI 
as the Corporate Capital 
of Nigeria. I hope this 
will stay and financial 
journalists and analysts 
will join me in adopting 
this coinage. 

What inspired you 
to write the book, and 
what did you set out to 
achieve? 

I have been fortu-

nate to have good peo-
ple around me all my 
life. I have benefitted 
from information. I re-
member when I gained 
admission into Oba-
femi Awolowo Univer-
sity, Ile-Ife, in 2001, my 
brother, Akeem (now 
a GM in a top bank in 
Nigeria), called me and 
said, “Suraj, try and 
make a first class. If 
you make a first class in 
Economics, it will open 
doors for you.” I also 
have another friend, 
Michael Taiwo (now 
with Shell US), who had 
gained admission into 
university one year ear-
lier than I did, and gave 
me all information on 
everything I needed to 
do well in Ife. When I 
was about finishing in 
Ife, I also got to meet a 
couple of mentors, like 
Niyi Yusuf (now CEO of 
Accenture Nigeria), and 
I benefitted a lot from 
career information I got 
from them. I realised 
that a lot of young Ni-
gerians don’t have this 
privilege. From my in-
teractions with many 
Nigerian students and 
graduates, I saw that 
there’s an information 
gap. There are other-
wise brilliant students 
and graduates that just 
don’t have right infor-
mation and as such 
couldn’t get good jobs or 

‘I’ve benefitted from information 
from good people around me’  

any jobs at all. This in-
spired me to write this 
book. Actually, I had 
written and published 
most of the content of 
the book in different fo-
rums, including in Busi-
nessDay, in the past. I 
just compiled them into 
this book. 

The book seeks to 
bridge career informa-
tion gap. It seeks to en-
lighten students and 
graduates on things 
they need to do at dif-
ferent stages (school, 
NYSC, job hunt period, 
workplace, etc) with a 
view to having success-
ful career. 

In this age of ‘en-
trepreneurism’, when 
many believe self-
employment is the 
absolute solution to 
the seemingly intrac-
table unemployment 
problem, why did you 
choose to write a book 
that seems to celebrate 
white-collar career 
path?

Yes, I celebrate white-
collar job because that’s 
my comfort zone, at 
least for now. I also see 
it as playing the devil’s 
advocate. It is fashion-
able for people that talk 
about entrepreneur-
ship to demonize 9-5 
employment. Someone 

needs to speak for the 
“devil” that is salaried 
job too. 

Entrepreneurship is 
good, but I believe not 
everyone is cut out for 
it. I always argue that 
if you do your job dili-
gently as a white-collar 
person and rise to the 
peak of your career, 
you can lead a decent 
life post-retirement. So 
people should not bully 
us to say we’re slaves 
for opting for the path 
of white-collar jobs for 
now. Someone has to 
speak for white-collar 
job too. That’s why I 
celebrate white-collar 
job in the book. By the 
way, I also touched 
briefly on entrepre-
neurship. 

Un e m p l oy ab i l i t y 
of Nigerian graduates 
is one issue that often 
crops up in employ-
ment circles. Do you 
think this is real, and 
if so, to what extent do 
you expect The Road to 
Victoria Island to pro-
vide a solution?

I agree that unem-
ployability is a bigger 
challenge in Nigeria 
than lack of jobs. But 
this is a systemic issue. 
It starts from school. An 
educational system that 
focuses on just cram-

ming to pass cannot 
produce employable 
graduates. A system 
that doesn’t allow in-
novation won’t produce 
quality graduates. In 
many Nigerian schools, 
if a student changes the 
exact English words 
used in defining a term, 
he has failed. It doesn’t 
matter if he’s passing 
the same message as 
the definition given in 
class. Such a system 
kills creativity and stu-
dents carry this kind 
of thing (one-way, nar-
row knowledge) to the 
workplace. 

The Road to VI teach-
es skills that students 
need to imbibe in school 
beyond what they learn 
in class. Things like 
communication skills, 
networking, managing 
people, being versatile, 
knowing beyond their 
course of study, and so 
on. I believe these skills 
improve employability. 

How has the book 
been received since 
its release? Any feed-
backs?

The feedback has 
been encouraging. I re-
ceive emails and phone 
calls from people to 
commend me on the 
content. Many people 
find it easy to discern 

what the book is about 
from mere reading of 
the content. But we still 
have a challenge with 
distribution. I once got 
a feedback from one 
of the distributors that 
someone once said, “I’m 
coming from Victoria 
Island. I know the way 
to Victoria Island”. This 
is both funny and trag-
ic. Why it is funny is 
apparent, but why it is 
tragic is the fact it un-
derscores the tendency 
of Nigerians to read 
things only literally. 
When you go figurative 
or begin to be creative 
with words in Nigeria, 
many people are lost. 
The book is not an atlas. 
The “Road” used there is 
just figurative.

On a personal note, 
what word do you have 
for would-be users of 
the book?

Let me reiterate that 
I’m not an expert on 
career matters, at least, 
yet. I had only seven 
years work experience 
at the time I published 
the book (2014). But I 
don’t think that should 
stop me from sharing 
my experience and ex-
perience of friends and 
even people I observed 
from afar, with a view 
to guiding younger ones 
in their careers. If I see 
a problem (informa-
tion gap) and don’t take 
action, posterity will 
judge me. As a matter of 
fact, I drew more from 
the careers of successful 
executives in Nigeria. I 
also talked to a couple 
of senior professionals 
who shared their ca-
reer experience. I have 
also studied the career 
trajectories of some top 
guys in Corporate Nige-
ria. All these I deployed 
in writing the book. I 
believe any would-be 
reader would find the 
book helpful in under-
standing the nuances 
of careers in Corporate 
Nigeria.Suraj Oyewale
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Why we prefer visa-on-arrival to 
African Union’s Passport-TeamAfrica

I
n recent time, the African Union 
leadership has been make efforts 
at encouraging seamless travels 
within Africa for the 1.2 billion 
Africans.

Unlike before, the continent’s um-
brella organization, is marching its bids 
for free movement of people across 
the continent with action that has 
resulted in the launch of the symbolic 
AU Passport recently at its annual 
General Assembly in Kigali.

But while the African-wide initia-
tive is commendable, The TeamAfrica 
(TTA), a pan-African travel association, 
prefers visa-on-arrival for all Africans 
to the symbolic AU Passport.

  The Pan African Travel Associa-
tion TheTeamAfrica has commended 
the efforts of the AU leadership to 
bring about seamless travels within 
Africa for Africans. The AU leaders 
launched a new African Passport at 
its annual General Assembly in Kigali 
for Diplomats as

Although AU envisaged to bring 
to the fore the issue of free and easy 
movement within the continent with 
the symbolic passport, the team com-
prising travel professionals from across 

the continent agreed after an exten-
sive discussion of the passport issue 
that the launch of the AU document is 
noteworthy but symbolic as it has no 
real value as at now. To buttress their 
recommendation of visa-on-arrival, 
TeamAfrica pointed out the difficulty 
of implementing the Yamoussoukro 
Decision to open African skies for 
Aviation which has not been imple-
mented since 1999, and noted that the 
just-launched passport initiative may 
go the same way.

 Citing Dlamina Zulu, African 
Union chairperson, who disclosed 
that the delay in implementing an 
AU decision since 2003 has cost 
Africa 40 percent market share in 
aviation on the continent, TeamA-
frica feared that the implementation 
of the African Passport may face 
similar difficulties, and make the 
seamless travel campaign even more 
counterproductive.

In view of these, the pan-African 
association argues that immediate 
implementation of visa-on-arrival 
for all Africans is easier to implement 
and adopt. The recommend that 
African Union should rather encour-
age members countries to emulate 
the seamless travel initiatives so far 

zens”, TeamAfrica suggested.
The Team also highlighted visa 

fees as another issue of interest in 
Africa seamless travel campaign. 
The Team observed that though 
Uganda dropped her visa fees from 
$100 to $50, which is commendable, 
yet some African countries still pay 
close to $200 for visas within Africa. 
Following the ugly development, 
TeamAfrica believes that the AU 
should assist member countries to 
establish a uniform fee for visas for 
African travelers.

The TeamAfrica is an association 
for players in Travel and Tourism 
business in African. Its major role is 
to encourage Travel within Africa 
for Africans as most Africans do not 
travel much within African. The 
pan-African association aims to grow 
travel within Africa by jointly pro-
moting events within Africa and pres-
sure governments to adopt policies 
that encourage intra African Travels. 
It was formed in Kigali, the capital city 
of Rwanda in 2015 and has since then, 
grown to include practitioners from 
over 15 countries across Africa.

 Its landmark project is the expected 
launch of the search for the 21 Won-
ders of Africa.
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OBINNA EMELIKE implemented by some countries such 
as Ghana that recently joined Rwanda 
and Seychelles in implementing Visa-
On-Arrival for all Africans, which has 
also taken off successfully.  Hence, the 
team recommends visa-on-arrival as a 
faster way of integrating Africa while 
discussions on the modality of how 
implementation of the AU Passport is 
being worked out between nations to 
sort out grey areas.

It would be recalled that the Eco-
nomic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) region was the first 
to launch free movement protocol 
among her 15 countries with little 
impact despite the region’s 300 million 
population. Recently, regional blocs in 
the East and South of Africa have all 
implemented free movement protocol 
for regional citizens with no nega-
tive fallout. Some regions have even 
implemented joint visa such as the 
EAC Tourism Visa for three countries 
in East Africa.

 However, TeamAfrica suggests that 
the next linkage should be free move-
ment protocol between the regions on 
the continent. “ECOWAS and the EAC 
group can sign an MOU and bring this 
about long before the targeted date of 
2018 for AU Passport launch for citi-

Ikechi Uko, foremost promoter of TeamAfrica
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Ile – Ife Tourism Zone: Motherland 
Beckons facilitates innovative city

T
ourism Zone Ile – Ife, which 
was declared early in the 
year by Oba Adeyeye Eni-
tan Ogunwusi (Ojaja 2), the 
Ooni of Ife, is set to welcome 

a mega project, as Motherland Beckons 
in pursuant of its continent building 
project and rallying of the Diaspora to 
heed the call of motherland, has raised 
the bar of Information, Communica-
tion and Technology (ICT) sector in 
Nigeria, as it has facilitated a $1.4 bil-
lion Technology City project that is to 
outpace the Silicon Valley in Ile - Ife, 
Osun State.

To this end, it has broken new 
grounds by facilitating and bringing 
globally recognised organisations to 
Africa, alongside past and present US 
Mayors, Marlon Jackson of Jacksons’ 
Five and Shaggy.

 In view of the development, Moth-
erland Beckons has brought renowned 
US – based business groups, SprintPort 
Technological Group and Image Con-
sulting to partner with the House 
of Oduduwa, the Ooni of Ife, on the 
building of the technology, media and 
agriculture city in Ile – Ife with the 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) 
signed and the land for the project 
released.

Following this development, Dick-
son Yemi Oluwasegun, representative 
of SprintPort Technological Group, 
disclosed that the Technology City, is 
designed to make Nigeria a leader in 
ICT, create millions of jobs, promote 
tourism, thereby boosting the coun-
try’s economy and fast tracking its 
technological development.

 ‘‘The Technology City is going to 
be everything technology integrated 
into the system, whereby the proj-
ect is building itself. It is going to be 
a transparent environment so that 
people can feel safe, people can feel 
encouraged and it is going to be an af-
fordable living environment and it is 
not for the elite. This is for everyone 
and we want a situation where we 

have 24/7 electricity, where we have 
24/7 internet access, where we have 
various productions and people have 
the opportunity to live their lives like 
we live in overseas” said Oluwasegun, 
a Nigerian-born American with over 
20 years history in ICT.

According to him, the city is going to 
be an all inclusive city serving as a hub 
for all the sectors of the economy and 
all forms of human activities but driven 
by the most modern technology.

 ‘‘It is not just for one industry, we 
are looking at all industries, we looking 
at the banking sector, we looking at 
technology companies coming in, the 
likes of Google, the likes of Microsoft, 
Facebook, and Amazon, all having an 
environment where they can strive 
just the same way that they strive in 
other parts of the world”.

 He explained that the city would 
be built by Nigerians and Nigerians 
in Diaspora who would be wooed 
and encouraged to invest in it and also 

transport their expertise. ‘‘We are not 
bringing expatriates here to do it for 
us. We are not asking expatriates to 
come here but we are calling on The 
Diaspora that understands where they 
come from to come and lend a hand in 
making this possible.

‘‘So Nigerians are going to be the 
core people here, those who are in 
elementary school, secondary school 
and now moving on to the universi-
ties, we are looking for those who have 
new experiences. We are doing this 
with the individuals here on ground. 
We have suffered brain drain over the 
years and our products are the best all 
over the world.

‘‘However, the ones that are still 
here we want to make sure that we 
provide the environment where they 
don’t have to feel that they have to 
travel out. We want them to stay right 
here to develop themselves and the 
country. We want them to go into the 
Technology City and learn software 

development, hardware development 
and other projects whereby they can 
allow their minds to just go free. It is 
an incubation process. We have the 
best of the best that are home grown 
here and we want to be able to train 
those talents right here, mentor them 
and grow them.

‘‘We have programmes for leader-
ship, we have programmes for men-
torship, we have programmes for busi-
ness coaching. So everything that they 
will look to get outside the country 
will be provided here in the country. 
We are going to build a Silicon Valley 
that has never been seen before, we 
want to be able to take technology to 
the next level, we want people to come 
out here and see that they can have 
technology in their homes”.

 Funding for the project, according 
to him, would not be an issue as he 
disclosed that, ‘‘investors are coming, 
investors want to put money into 
great, great ideas, the next Google is go-
ing to be birthed right here in Nigeria. 
That is a fact, I am not just saying that 
but it is a fact and when that happens 
the Technology City will be ready for 
those people to come on board.

The Technology City will be build 
so that people can come in with those 
ideas and give vitality to what is go-
ing on Nigeria today. We are looking 
to partner with various sectors, the 
banking sector, hospitality, real estate, 
like you have never seen before.’’

Remi Duyile, chief executive officer, 
Image Consulting, who is the former 
Vice President of Bank of America and 
one of the facilitators of the project, 
expressed appreciation to Motherland 
Beckons that invited her from the 
United States alongside other profes-
sionals, including the president of All 
Black Lawyers in London and Wales, 
Peter Herbert, chairman, Nigerians 
in Diaspora Organisation (NIDOA) 
America, Gbenga Adewusi, to witness 
the declaration ceremony of Ile – Ife as 
a Tourism Zone.

Warri Carnival set to thrill residents this September

T
he much awaited maiden edition of the 
Annual Warri Carnival in Delta State 
has been confirmed to hold September 
28-October 1, 2016. In line with the de-

velopment, arrangements towards the success-
ful hosting of the five-day event have reached 
advanced stage.

Announcing this during a media chat in 
Lagos, the chief promoter and initiator of the 
carnival, Sunny Nikoro, stated that the carnival 
is targeted at entrenching Warri as a gateway to 
the Niger Delta region, and listing it as a tourist 
destination in Nigeria.

“The Annual Warri Carnival also aims at 

unifying the diverse ethnic nationalities that 
existed to make Warri the cosmopolitan society 
of old, and foster peace, unity, love and cordial 
co-existence between the ethnic groups that 
Warri was identified with in the past,” Nikoro 
stated.

Noting that the Warri Carnival is being or-
ganised to also coincide with the Nation’s 56th 
Independence Day Anniversary celebration on 
October 1, Nikoro assured that the event which 
is already attracting tourists’ enquiries from Af-
rican countries and across the world, will be nur-
tured to become Africa’s biggest street carnival.

“Apart from entertaining the anticipated 
millions of spectators coming from within and 
outside the state, the Warri Carnival will bring 
out the joy and bliss associated with the season, 
while also promoting commerce, laughter and 
love among the indigenes of Warri,” he went 
further to say.

Warri city is one of the major hubs of pe-
troleum activities and businesses in southern 
Nigeria. It is the commercial capital city of Delta 
State, with an estimated population of 2,000,000 
people.

It is a cosmopolitan city of southern Nigeria 
comprising originally of Urhobo, Itsekiri and Ijaw 

people. Warri shares boundaries with Ughelli, 
Agbarho, Sapele, Okpe, Udu and Uvwie. Most 
of these people, notably, Udu, Okpe and Uvwie 
have been integrated into the larger cosmopoli-
tan Warri, with the airport located at Osubi and 
having Effurun as the gateway and commercial 
nerve centre. The towns in the Warri metropo-
lis include: Ogbe-Ijo, Ovwian, Aladja, Ekurede, 
Itsekiri, Jakpa and Owhase.

Activities lined up for the five-day event 
include unveiling of Symbol of Unity, top Artists 
Performance and Comedy Fair, Carnival Float/
Street Parade, Land Boat Regatta, Miss Warri 
Beauty Pageant, Cultural Dance and Perfor-
mance, including Carnival Cup 2016 – Football 
Novelty Match. The match will feature the likes 
of ex-Nigerian Footballers, Segun Odebgami, 
Frank Obire, and Henry Nwosu among others 
who will be playing alongside the Warri Wolves, 
local team.

Land Regatta will feature the festival that 
offers a breath taking display of the wealth and 
artistic splendour of the heritage of the riverine 
people of Delta State. It provides an opportunity 
for all riverine communities and dwellers to 
showcase their dexterity in boat building, decora-
tion, parading, paddling and maneuvering. 

Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi(Ojaja 2), the Ooni of Ife, signing the MoU for the project and flanked guests and 
palace officials
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Kola Olayinka, has been the Commercial Manager, British Airways, West 
Africa for the past six years and has studied the travel industry in and 
out of Nigeria. In this interview with our reporter, he explains conditions 
for choosing travel destinations for winter holiday.

Nigerians add sightseeing, 
shopping or football game to their 
business trips – Kola Olayinka

You have been the country man-
ager at British Airways for 6 years, 
so you are quite familiar with local 
travel habits and patterns. To which 
countries do you think Nigerians 
prefer to travel during winter?

N
igerians love to travel 
at any time in the year, 
whether in summer, 
spring or winter. One 
major destination that 

is a firm’s favourite, for visiting 
friends and relatives and also be-
cause of business ties, is the United 
Kingdom. The United States and 
Canada are quite popular with Ni-
gerians too.

  A recent British Airways survey 
shows that Singaporeans travel to 
the UK to try out new food and also 
to shop.  In your experience, why do 
Nigerians travel, especially during 
winter?

Nigerians travel during winter for 
shopping and football. The 2016/17 
Premiership season starts soon and 
whether travelling on business or 
pleasure plenty of Nigerians will 
find an excuse to try and see a game 
when visiting the UK.  

We have noticed an increasing 
tendency for people travelling on 
business to add a leisure component 
to their trips. The phenomenon has 
even been given a name – leisure 
travel – and Nigerians are as partial 
to adding a bit of sightseeing, shop-
ping or a game of football to their 
business trips as anyone else.

It is hard to generalise, but popu-
lar sights to see would be the Tower 
of London, where the Crown Jewels 
are kept, a river cruise, the London 
Eye and possibly the London Dun-
geon or Madame Tussauds. Madam 
Tussauds is particularly popular 
with Nigerians especially those with 
young children.  

When it comes to shopping, we 
tend to be big on fashion and tech-
nology. On the football front you 
really are spoilt for choice.

  Apart from these locations you 
mentioned above, which locations 
off the beaten track can Nigerians 
explore when they visit the UK?

 There are tons of things to see in 
London. If you want a different take 
on football, for example, a number 
of the clubs offer backroom tours of 
their home grounds.

 Alternatively, you could learn to 
ski in Fulham Broadway. The ses-

sions take place on revolving astro 
turf mats which can be adjusted to 
suit your abilities. If you’re travel-
ling with younger children you 
could visit the Puppet Theatre Barge 
moored in Little Venice.

 If your family is a bit older and 
more adventurous, you may want 
to take on the rapids at Lee Valley 
White Water Centre. This is where 
the kayaking and some other water 
events were held during the 2012 
Olympics.

   What about fresh sights to see 
in the United States and Canada?

 I have just started exploring 
Canada myself, having recently 
returned from a trip to Toronto, Hali-
fax, Montreal and Ottawa. Canada is 
a very beautiful country with many 
interesting cities. There is also a lot 
of history and culture with Canada 
and the people are very friendly 
and welcoming. The variety of food 
options is interesting and hotels and 
restaurants are available in very 
good quantity.

 For those who want to stick with 
Nigerian dishes, restaurants offering 

local Nigerian meals are available es-
pecially in Toronto. However, a good 
afternoon coffee at Tim Hortons and 
a bag of miniature flavoured donuts 
do come highly recommended. 

 As for the U.S, the opportunities 
are limitless and you can really pick 
and choose from city to city. From 
the Big apple, New York to the lone 
Star state of Texas, to Atlanta or 
Maryland or for the more adven-
turous, Chicago or the more West-
erly parts, travelers are literally 
spoilt for choice. The good thing is 
British Airways  flies to all major 
American gateways, so a choice 
of flights will not be a problem in 
any way! 

 2016 has been a challenging 
year for Nigerians, but it appears 
the economic difficulties have not 
significantly impacted the volume 
of international travel. What are 
your top tips for traveling in dif-
ficult economic times?

 I would say do your homework 
and book early.  You can compare 
prices and sites such as TripAdvi-
sor which will give you access to 

a cross section of honest reviews. 
Also bear in mind that a number of 
popular attractions and activities 
will give you a discount if you book 
in advance. An added bonus is that 
advance bookings often mean you 
can beat the queues. As a general 
rule of thumb the further ahead you 
book, the better the deal you will 
get, so a little forward planning is a 
good idea. 

   What special packages would 
British Airways be offering travel-
lers on its Northern Hemisphere 
routes in the fourth quarter of the 
year and what are the best ways 
to take advantage of these offers?

 I will like to keep that close to my 
heart at the moment, as our Industry 
is an incredibly competitive one and 
I will not want to let the cat out of 
the bag yet. What I can say is that 
our customers are in for a very big 
treat in the last quarter of the year.
BA will be celebrating 80 wonderful 
years of operating into Nigeria, so I 
will say to you and our customers, 
please keep your eyes open and your 
ears to the ground! 

Kola Olayinka
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Myths about Microsoft’s Office 365

A 
lot of misconceptions have been 
raised about Office 365 (O365), the 
cloud tool from Microsoft that seems 
to be revolutionising the business 
world.

Office 365 is a subscription plan of cloud 
computing services offering productivity soft-
ware tools and applications for businesses.

According to the Managing Director of 
Epinec Nigeria Limited, Obi Ibeto, Office 365 
has a lot to offer businesses but there has been 
widely held but false belief about the cloud 
computing plan.

“As a Microsoft Partner, we are used to an-
swering common questions about O365 and 
we have realised that a lot of things said about 
it are just fabricated stories which are not true 
facts,” Ibeto said.

He pointed out that there is a common mis-
conception that the Office 365 is just office apps 
in the cloud because of the shared word ‘office’. 
However, he clarified that the cornerstone of 
O365 is Exchange (online hosted email for busi-
ness), saying that the plans also include desktop 
versions of the latest office apps such as Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook.

“O365 offers some productivity tools such 

JUMOKE AKIYODE
as hosted email and calendar, the Office Pro 
suite downloaded directly to your desktop, 
online versions of Office apps so that you can 
work from anywhere, IM, presence sharing and 
video conferencing for total collaboration, 1 TB 
of file storage and sharing per user and much 
more”, he said.

There is also a widely held myth that Office 
365 cannot be used without internet access be-
cause of the fact that as a cloud-based solution, 
many apps (i.e., OneDrive, Lync, and SharePoint) 
need the internet to fully function.

However, Ibeto corrected this belief saying 
that “if you choose a plan with the Office Pro 
Suite, your Office apps, like Word and Power-
Point, are downloaded directly to your desktop, 
allowing you to use them without internet con-
nection. It allows you to open, edit, and save an 
Excel documents offline.

It is tempting to think that physically seeing 
all your data in your possession is safe. People 
believe that information is not safe on cloud. 
However, Ibeto has revealed that data on premise 
and on your hardware does not ensure safety.

According to him, “Microsoft has built five 
layers of security in Office 365 that constantly 
monitor for potential threats and recognize mali-
cious attacks. Data can be encrypted while being 
stored and while being shared, and Office 365 

complies with industry standards like HIPAA, 
PCI, and many others .Office 365 also simplifies 
backup and disaster recovery planning by host-
ing your data in geo-synchronous data centres 
so if your building suffers a disaster, Office 365 
data is fully protected”.

Although some people fear that Microsoft will 

have access to their private data, Ibeto revealed 
that “Microsoft does not scan data or customer 
documents within Office 365. You own and 
control all data you store in the service. Micro-
soft contractually commits to a data processing 
agreement (DPA) so that your specific privacy 
needs are met”.

2 Ways to Add More Storage to Your iPhone or iPad

S
o you cannot fit all your music, movies, 
documents and other stuff into your 
iPhone or iPad? Before you spend money 
on a higher-capacity iPhone or iPad, 
please read this.

It is truly pathetic that Apple still sells iPhones 
and iPads starting with only 16GB of storage. This is 
a device that can take 4K video, but will literally run 
out of space in a few minutes if you try! Obviously, 
the best thing to do is get a higher capacity device, 
but some people simply aren’t willing to spend the 
extra $100 or $200 for the increased space and I can 
understand why.

Since there is no real way to add storage to an 
iPhone or iPad physically, you have to rely on all 
kinds of hacks. There are basically two reasons I 
could think of to add more storage to a device: to 
clear space off your device so you can install more 
apps, etc. or to load a bunch of music, movies, and 
documents that you can access quickly without 
needing an Internet connection.

In this article, I will talk about the different solu-
tions that are currently available. However, you have 
to be really careful when picking an option.

Wireless Hard Drives
A wireless hard drive is basically a portable 

hard drive with a wireless card and battery built-in. 
They all have their own WiFi networks and you can 
connect pretty much any device you want to them. 
Once connected, you can transfer data both ways 
and can stream content from the hard drive to your 
Apple device.

Some of the wireless hard drives have SD card 
slots, so you can simply plug in the card from a DLSR 
camera and it will copy all the data to the drive. You 
can then view that content on your smartphone, 
tablet, computer or TV easily over the network.

When purchasing a wireless hard drive, you 
just have to be careful to buy one that allows you to 
access the Internet while connected to the drive at 
the same time. It is a royal pain having to disconnect 
from your wireless network, connect to the drive 
and not have any Internet access in the meantime. 
Make sure the device has WiFi pass-through. I will 
make a note of it in my recommendations below.

Seagate Wireless Plus and Wireless Mobile
 These devices are supposed to last anywhere 

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU

from 4 to 6 hours and they support WiFi pass-
through, though people have complained the 
connection is slower than being directly connected 
to WiFi. Prices are dependent on what model and 
how much storage space you want.

Overall, they seem to do a very good job of 
streaming content to your devices. These drives lack 
an SD card slot, so if you want to transfer pictures 
from a DSLR, you would have to download all the 
pics to a computer first and then connect the drive 
to your computer via USB.

RAVPower File Hub Plus
RAVPower does not have any internal storage. 

It has a SD (SD, SDHC, SDXC) card slot and a USB 
3.0 port. You can connect drives up to 4 TB in size 
or use an SD card up to 256 GB in size.

In addition, up to 5 devices can connect at the 
same time and you can transfer data between con-
nected devices. On top of that, you can connect it 
to a wired network and turn it into a WiFi hotspot 
or connect it to a wireless network and turn it into 
a wireless extender. The RAVPower File Hub is a 
very good choice if you have your own SD card or 
USB hard drives.

Flash Drives with Lightning Connector
If you are not happy with the fact that you need 

a battery-powered hard drive to expand your stor-
age, then you might want to consider a flash drive 
with a lightning connector. You will lose a lot of the 
streaming, media hub, router/extender functions 
that you get with wireless hard drives, but It is a lot 
smaller and easier to carry around.

Unfortunately, there is no perfect product yet 
in this category. Some are cheaper, but require 
recharging. Some work great, but have odd designs 
that make using your phone difficult. Other down-
sides include only having USB 2.0 ports, rather than 
3.0 and having no way to charge your iPhone or iPad 
while the drive is connected. Some of the devices 
also tend to drain your battery a lot faster. Hopefully, 

Depending on the size you purchase, it is cur-
rently the best lightning flash drive on the market. 
You can store all your music, movies, and files on 
the device and use the accompanying app to access 
everything. You can also transfer photos and videos 
from your camera roll onto the device. The device 
also only consumes power when it is being used. 

 SanDisk iXpand

want to password-protect the data using SanDisk 
SecureAccess.

 The last option is the Hyper iStick, but it is more 
expensive and does not work as well as either the 
SanDisk or Leef iBridge, so I do not really recom-
mend it.

As you can see, there are a couple of ways to 
go about virtually increasing the storage for your 
iPhone or iPad, but they all come with various 
caveats. The main one being you can not store any 
iTunes-purchased content on the drives and play 
it from there.

Also, in terms of transferring content off an 
iPhone or iPad, you can really only access the 
Camera Roll. This is due to the way Apple restricts 
access to the file system and it is not anyone else’s 
fault. Hopefully, this article gives you a clear under-
standing of what can and cannot be done to expand 
device storage. If you have any questions, feel free 
to send in your comments. 

we will have more options in the future, but as of 
right now, here are the best products.

Leef iBridge Mobile Memory

The SanDisk iXpand is another decent device, 
but it has to be charged in order to use. Since it has 
its own battery, though, it does not use any power 
from the iPhone or iPad.

It also fits a bit oddly into the iPhone/iPad, 
which is a little annoying. The app is also not as 
good as the Leef app, but hopefully that will improve 
over time. Otherwise, it functions properly for its 
intended purpose. This one is the best choice if you 
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UCT’s Drug Discovery and Development Centre, H3D, 
identifies a second potent anti-malarial candidate

T
he University of 
Cape Town (UCT)’s 
D r u g  D i s c o ve r y 
and Development 
Centre, H3D, has 

identified a new potent anti-
malarial development candi-
date with potential for both 
treatment and prevention of 
malaria.

The compound, referred 
to as UCT943, is the second 
preclinical candidate to come 
out of the collaboration led 
by H3D involving the Swit-
zerland-based Medicines for 
Malaria Venture (MMV) and 
an international network of 
partners.

Developed to strengthen 
the parasite enzyme phos-
phoinositide 4-kinase inhibi-
tor programme, UCT943 has 
the same molecular target as 
MMV048, a promising new 
compound researched by an 
international team led by H3D 
and selected for development 
in 2012. The data so far shows 
that UCT943 has promised to 
be more potent against the 
parasite, and to be easier to 
formulate, although these as-
pects will be the subject of the 
next studies, and ultimately 

will need to be validated in 
humans.

“Like MMV048, UCT943 
has potent activity against all 
stages of the malaria parasite 
life-cycle and has the potential 
to block transmission of the 
parasite from person to person 
and, as such, could contribute 
to the eradication of malaria, a 
disease that claims the lives of 
around half a million people 
every year,” said Professor 
Kelly Chibale, Founder and 
Director of H3D.

“The pre-clinical assessment 
of UCT943 is expected to take 
around 18 months, after which 
the hope is that it will progress 
into safety studies in human 
volunteers,” said Chibale, a Pro-
fessor who is also the founding 
Director of the South African 
Medical Research Council Drug 
Discovery and Development 
Research Unit at UCT and 
South Africa Research Chair 
in Drug Discovery under the 
South Africa Research Chairs 
Initiative (SARChI) of the South 
African government’s Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST).

“Given the threat of drug-
resistant strains of malaria 

it’s important to have a strong 
pipeline of new types of mol-
ecules,” said Timothy Wells, 
MMV’s Chief Scientific Of-
ficer. “Kelly Chibale and his 
international team of experts 
have made huge progress over 
the last four years. We look 
forward with great enthusiasm 
to following the progress of 
UCT943: It has great potential 
not just for treating malaria 
but also providing protection 
against infection.”

The Minister of Science 
and Technology, Naledi Pan-
dor, said: “The Department 
of Science and Technology is 
proud to be associated with 
the research done by Profes-
sor Chibale and H3D, and will 
continue to support their re-
markable work. Their research 
is proving to be a valuable 
resource for the country and 
a vital asset in the training of 
the African scientists who will 
lead our continent’s research 
and development in years to 
come.”

H3D is Africa’s first inte-
grated drug discovery and de-
velopment centre. When H3D 
was first launched in 2010, it 

was a team of five academic 
postdoctoral research scien-
tists. Now, H3D has grown to 
a team of over fifty, attracting 
industry-experienced drug dis-
coverers from pharmaceutical 
companies based in India, the 
USA and Europe. It is also help-
ing to train a new generation 
of African scientists, creating 
strong foundations for the 
future. This transformation 
has also allowed the transfer 
of key skills and technology 
to South Africa: from medici-
nal chemistry to biology and 
pharmacokinetics. The H3D 
portfolio also includes projects 
targeting tuberculosis drug dis-
covery and is now expanding 
to address the serious threat 
of Antimicrobial Resistance, 
specifically resistant Gram 
negative bacteria.

“We are creating an indus-
try that wasn’t in South Africa 
before, discovering exciting 
new molecules that are being 
developed into medicines. This 
industry we are creating is 
contributing to the DST’s bio- 
economic strategy. It will also 
increase our ability to create 
science jobs and use science for 
the development and benefit 

of our people. We’ve managed 
to attract millions of dollars of 
Foreign Direct Investment and 
create career opportunities for 
graduates,” said Chibale.

UCT Vice-Chancellor, Max 
Price, said: “Delivering two pre-
clinical candidates within five 
years is an outstanding record 
by international standards 
especially for a drug discovery 
centre based at an academic in-
stitution. The value of a second 
candidate signals that the first 
compound was not a once-off, 
but part of a sustained and 
systematic programme.”

This project has benefited 
from sustained funding from 
MMV, the Technology Innova-
tion Agency (TIA) and Strategic 
Health Innovation Partner-
ships (SHIP) unit of the South 
African Medical Research 
Council. This has been critical 
in helping H3D reinforce scien-
tific networks of drug discover-
ers, particularly understanding 
the role of UCT943 to block the 
transmission of the parasite. 
This aspect of H3D’s work 
has benefitted from the South 
African Transmission Blocking 
Consortium (SATBC), which 
involves researchers from the 
University of Pretoria, Council 
for Scientific and Industrial 
Research, University of the 
Witwatersrand and National 
Health Laboratory Services 
and is funded by SHIP. SHIP is 
an initiative of the DST where-
as TIA is an agency of the DST.

“This is an affirmation that 
TIA’s strategic investments in 
health technology develop-
ment for socio- economic im-
pact are steadily bearing fruit,” 
said the CEO of TIA, Barlow 
Manilal. “The outcomes of this 
investment will contribute to 
strengthening pathways for 
the commercialisation of in-
novator drugs in South Africa.”

Malaria can kill within 24 
hours of symptom onset. 

There were 214 million new 
cases of malaria worldwide 
in 2015, with 88% of these 
cases occurring in Africa. In 
2015, there were an estimated 
438,000 malaria deaths world-
wide, with 90% of these deaths 
in Africa. Children under five 
years old are particularly sus-
ceptible to malaria illness, 
infection and death. In 2015, 
malaria killed an estimated 
306 000 under-fives globally, 
including 292 000 children in 
the African region.
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Pfizer, Western Oncolytics, announce immuno-oncology research 
collaboration to investigate novel oncolytic virus technology

P
fizer Inc. and Western On-
colytics announcedrecently 
that they have entered into 
a development collaboration, 
license and option agree-

ment to advance Western Oncolyt-
ics’ novel oncolytic vaccinia virus, 
WO-12. Oncolytic viruses are viruses 
engineered to kill cancer cells while 
sparing healthy cells, which subse-
quently elicits anti-cancer immune 
responses. This collaboration in onco-
lytic virus development adds another 
novel technology platform to Pfizer’s 
cancer vaccine efforts and provides an 
additional tool to bolster its immuno-
oncology portfolio.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Pfizer and Western Oncolytics will 
collaborate on preclinical and clinical 
development of WO-12 through Phase 
I trials. Following completion of Phase 
I trials, Pfizer has an exclusive option to 
acquire WO-12. Financial terms of the 
agreement were not disclosed.

“Our goal is to combine WO-12 
with our portfolio of promising in-
vestigational immunotherapies to 
explore how these novel combina-
tions could help further enhance the 
body’s immune response in fighting 
cancer cells,” said James Merson, 
Ph.D., Chief Scientific Officer, Vac-
cine Immunotherapeutics at Pfizer. 
“We believe that the real advances 
in immuno-oncology will come from 
novel combinations, and cancer fight-
ing viruses and vaccines could play a 

way patients are treated.”
Pfizer Oncology is committed to 

the discovery, investigation and de-
velopment of innovative treatment 
options to improve the outlook for 
cancer patients worldwide. Our strong 
pipeline of biologics and small mol-

key role in helping transform cancer 
treatment and potentially enable us 
to treat more patients.”

WO-12 is a preclinical investi-
gational oncolytic virus. As an in 
vivo vaccine, it has the potential to 
be delivered directly to the tumor 
(intratumoral) or intravenously. More 
specifically, it is a virus engineered 
to replicate primarily in cancer cells 
while delivering several therapeutic 
genes that modulate the immune 
system to enhance efficacy against a 
range of cancers. By replicating inside 
cancer cells, it is designed to both kill 
the cancer cell and releases tumor 
antigens that direct the immune 
system to recognize the antigens and 
kill additional cancer cells. WO-12 has 
potential applications across multiple 
tumor types.

“We believe this collaboration will 
create a unique opportunity to acceler-
ate and expand the clinical testing of 
WO-12 as well as to examine potential 
combinations with other immuno-
therapies in the Pfizer portfolio,” said 
Steve Thorne, PhD, Chief Scientific 
Officer of Western Oncolytics and 
inventor of WO-12.

Kurt Rote, CEO of Western On-
colytics, added, “We have been very 
impressed with the expertise and 
commitment to success from every-
one at Pfizer, and are excited to be 
partnering this promising therapy 
with a shared vision of improving the 

Paying attention to urinary colour, odour, key to healthy living

O
ften times, people use the 
toilet and pee without tak-
ing a second check before 
flushing. What many fail 

to realise is that the colour and even 
the odour of a person’s urine tells a lot 

about their health.
Rufus Ojewola, a Urologist at the 

Lagos University Teaching Hospital 
(LUTH) tells BD Sunday, “When a 
person’s urine is infected, then it 
could be odorous or malodorous. 
Ordinarily, urine is not supposed to 
have odour except when it has stayed 
in a container for a long time. If it has 

an odour as it is coming out, then that 
means there is an infection.”

Ojewola identifies common uri-
nary health issues among Nigerians 
to include: Urinary tract infection, 
Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia (BPH), 
Prostate cancer, and urinary stones.

“Urinary tract stones (for instance) 

ecules, one of the most robust in the 
industry, is studied with precise focus 
on identifying and translating the best 
scientific breakthroughs into clinical 
application for patients across a wide 
range of cancers. By working collab-
oratively with academic institutions, 

individual researchers, cooperative 
research groups, governments, and 
licensing partners, Pfizer Oncology 
strives to cure or control cancer with 
breakthrough medicines, to deliver 
the right drug for each patient at the 
right time.
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can be prevented by avoiding dehy-
dration,” Ojewola says.

Urinary tract stones begin to 
form in a kidney and may enlarge in 
a urethra or the bladder. Depending 
on where a stone is located, it may be 
called a kidney stone, urethral stone, 
or bladder stone. The process of stone 
formation is called urolithiasis, renal 

lithiasis, or nephrolithiasis.
Normally, urine that contains a 

lot of water has little to no odour. If 
urine becomes highly concentrated 
— a high level of waste products with 
little water —urine odor may have a 
strong ammonia smell. Many foods 
and medications, such as asparagus 
or certain vitamins can affect the 
odour of urine.

Urine can reveal a great deal of 
information on what is going on 
with a person’s body system. Studies 
have shown that the kidney serves to 
filter excess water and water-soluble 
wastes out of the blood, getting rid 
of toxins and things that would oth-
erwise build up and cause a person 
to become ill. Many things — from 
excess protein and sugar to bacteria 
and yeast — may make their way 
into urine.

Normal urine is clear and has a 
straw yellow colour, caused by a bile 
pigment called urobilin. The urine 
changes colour depending on what 
foods a person eats, what medica-
tions and supplements are taken, how 
much water is drank, how active one 
is, and the time of the day.

According to a 2009 study, urinat-
ing every two hours or more is consid-
ered to be frequent urination. Some of 
the common reasons why a person is 
urinating more than usual could be: 
diabetes, swelling and infection of 
the urethra or vaginitis (swelling or 
discharge of the vulva and vagina), 
pregnancy and alcohol use.

Agreed that urine isn’t supposed 
to smell like vanillas and roses, but if 
the smell has a pretty foul odour (like 
rotten fish), it’s your bladder trying to 
alarm you of an infection.
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Sports
Reviving Nigerian football through 
grassroots development

A 
deep look into club foot-
ball in the country re-
veals that poor funding 
is mainly responsible for 
why these clubs are find-

ing it difficult to match other nations.
Of the 20 clubs in the Nigerian Pro-

fessional Football League (NPFL), only 
IfeanyiUbah FC, MFM FC, Ikorodu 
United FC and Giwa FC are privately 
owned. State governments fund the 
rest. Even before the down turn in 
the country’s economy, most states 
have never really considered these 
clubs as big businesses that should 
be managed as such. Instead, they are 
employing learners to run football 
administration.

It is a known fact that unless the 
private sector decides to inject its 
energy and funds into sports in Ni-
geria, we will continue to operate 
on the abysmal level we are in now.  
Football, which seems to see the bulk 
of funding, is even losing out because 
state governments, who are finding it 
difficult to pay the minimum wage to 
civil servants, own most of the club 
sides.

To the loving followers of soccer in 
the country, signs of failure have been 
flashing back in 2013 when Nigeria 
won the African Cup of Nations. The 
question from many soccer pundits 
is: How did our football get to this 
poor state?  When just three years 
ago Nigeria was Africa’s champions?

The decline in Nigeria’s football 
could be attributed to steady rancor in 
the Nigeria Football Federation (NFF).

Also, a deep look into the club 

football in the country reveals that 
poor funding has been responsible for 
why these clubs are finding it difficult 
to match others in North Africa and 
elsewhere.

To this end, Chi Limited, in fur-
therance of its continued support 
for sports and commitment to youth 
development in Nigeria, recently 
participated in the finals of the just 
concluded Lagos state principal’s 

cup. A renowned soccer tournament 
rated as one of the biggest grassroots 
football competitions in Nigeria; the 
tournament comprises inter-second-
ary school soccer amongst schools in 
Lagos.

Thousands of students across the 
state who thronged the Teslim Ba-
logun stadium in Lagos to witness 
the final match were entertained 
with delightful football skills and 

refreshed with Chivita 100% fruit 
juice by brand ambassadors. Some of 
the students took out time to enquire 
about the Chivita 100% “JuiceBall” 
campaign which they had seen and 
heard about. Staff of Chi Ltd were on 
hand to answer all their questions in 
an engaging and exciting way.

For Shola Olaogun, a student of 
Onitolo Grammar School, Surulere 
Lagos, He thanked the management 
of Chi Limited for also identifying 
with the Lagos State Principals’ Cup 
and the opportunity it brings. “By 
identifying with the Principals’ Cup 
Chivita 100% fruit juice encourages 
us to excel and not settle for less than 
the best” he added.

According to Chi Limited’s Head of 
Marketing, Probal Bhattacharya, “for 
us at Chi Limited, we recognize the 
power of sports for social good. Our 
support for sports in Nigeria is predi-
cated on its hugely positive impact on 
development goals including improv-
ing health, education and community 
cohesion as well as communicate im-
portant messages to a range of differ-
ent audiences. Through our flagship 
brand Chivita 100% fruit juice, we 
shall continue to offer refreshment 
and nourishment necessary for youth 
development and sports”

Chivita 100% produced from the 
finest collection of local and imported 
fruits, and squeezed into affordable 
packs, Chivita 100% fruit juice comes 
with no added sugar, no colour or 
preservatives and is available in six 
variants; Real Orange, Real Apple, 
Real Pineapple, Red Grape, Orange 
Pineapple & Orange Mango and in 1 
litre, 315ml and 200ml pack sizes.
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Five athletes aiming to bow out at Rio 2016

M
ichael Phelps, Usain Bolt, Ser-
ena Williams and Lin Dan are 
among the big names looking to 
end their Olympic careers with 

a bang in Brazil.
Michael Phelps
The most decorated Olympian in his-

tory has pledged to hang up his swimming 
trunks after the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. 

Phelps has already retired once - quit-
ting the pool after London 2012, where he 
collected a record-breaking 22nd medal 
(including his 18th gold). Last year, however, 
the 31-year-old American reconsidered and 
announced that he was making an Olympic 
comeback.  He will compete in four events 
at Rio 2016 - the 100m and 200m butterfly, 
100m freestyle and 200m individual med-
ley - and will aim to end his career with a 
flourish. Again.

Serena Williams
The 34-year-old American tennis legend 

is tied with Steffi Graf on 22 Grand Slam 
titles and has shown no signs of slowing 
down, holding the work no.1 ranking for 180 
consecutive weeks and counting.

Serena is also the joint top Olympic 
gold medallist – she has four, along with 
her sister Venus – and she will defend the 
women’s singles title at Rio 2016, and then 
look towards retirement. 

Usain Bolt 
 Jamaica’s sprint superstar is targeting an 

unprecedented ‘triple triple’ in Rio, where 
he will attempt to defend the 100m, 200m 
4x100m relay titles he won at the Beijing 
2008 Games and retained at London 2012. If 
he does it, it would be a nice way to celebrate 
his 30th birthday on the day of the closing 
ceremony. Bolt has shrugged off injury 

concerns ahead of the Games but recently 
said he intends to retire from athletics after 
Rio 2016 

Lin Dan 
Considered by many the best singles 

badminton player of all time, ‘Super Dan’ 

became the first Olympic champion to 
successfully defend his title when he beat 
Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei in an epic Lon-
don 2012 final. Despite rumours he was set 
to retire, the 32 year-old will go for a third 
straight gold in Rio.

Manu Ginobili 
Rio 2016 marks the end of an era for 

Argentine basketball, with 38-year-old Gi-
nobili one of several members of a “golden 
generation” set to bow out of Olympic com-
petition. The shooting guard has a statue 
erected in his honour in Buenos Aires for 
his achievements, which include the gold 
medal at Athens 2004 - the only time the 
USA has been denied the title in the NBA 
era. Rio 2016 is also likely to be the Olympic 
swan song for other stars of the 2004 side 
including Andres Nocioni, Luis Scola and 
Carlos Delfino.
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Rio Olympics to kickoff amid terror threat

O
ver a half-million for-
eign tourists, dozens of 
heads of state and the 
attention of the world’s 
media. If there were ever 

a headache for anti-terror forces, it’s 
the Olympics.
In the aftermath of deadly attacks by 
the Islamic State group in France and 
elsewhere, Brazil, which has almost 
no experience combatting terrorism, 
is beefing up security for the games 
that start in Rio de Janeiro on Aug. 5. 
Plans include doubling the number of 
security forces on the streets, erect-
ing more checkpoints and working 
closer with foreign intelligence agen-
cies than Brazilians did in the 2014 
World Cup.
But will it be enough?
Richard Ford, a retired FBI anti-terror 
expert who lives in Brazil, said that 
while the government has a robust 
program to keep athletes and venues 
safe, he worries that authorities are 
not taking the threat of a suicide at-
tack seriously enough.
He cited comments by Justice Min-
ister Alexandre de Moraes, who 
surprised many in his recently by 
saying the chances of a terror attack 
at the games were “next to zero” 
and that the bigger concern is street 
crime. Just a day later, the federal 
police overseen by Moraes arrested 
10 Brazilians allegedly belonging to 
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an amateur cell that had professed 
allegiance to ISIS over the Internet.
“It’s very naive to think that the risks 
for terrorism are minimal,” said Ford, 
who has worked on security at several 
Olympic Games. “In the last year, the 
risk of a terrorist attack has gone up 
exponentially everywhere
Terror attacks have been rare, if hor-
rifying at past Olympics. The most 
notorious was the 1972 massacre of 11 
Israeli athletes and a police officer by 
a radical Palestinian group in Munich. 
A bomb planted by an anti-abortion 
protester killed one and injured 111 at 
the 1996 Games in Atlanta.
“But Brazil has a lot of problems that 
other countries don’t have,” Ford said. 
“It’s sort of a perfect storm for anyone 
wanting to carry out an attack
South America’s first-ever games 
have been plagued by a long list of 
problems, from the Zika epidemie.c 
and severe water pollution to slow 
ticket sales and questions about the 
readiness of infrastructure built for 
the games.
Compounding the security concerns 
is the deepest recession in decades, 
which has forced the cash-strapped 
Rio state government to slash spend-
ing and delay paychecks, and a dis-
tracting political crisis that led to the 
removal of President Dilma Rousseff 
while she faces an impeachment 
trial. To make up for the shortfall, the 
federal government has had to step in 
with almost $1 billion in emergency 
funding, much of which will be de-

voted to security. Extra police are also 
being deployed from other states.
Harder to explain, though, is the late 
start on hiring security screeners. 
An investigation by The Wall Street 
Journal this month found that Bra-
zil’s government waited until July 1 
to award the contract to recruit and 
deploy thousands of security guards 
at Olympic venues, raising questions 
about whether screening procedures 
were rigorous for people who will be 
tasked with monitoring x-ray ma-
chines and performing pat-downs. 
The security contract for the 2010 
Winter Olympics in Vancouver was 
awarded 10 months in advanc
To be sure, Brazil isn’t a newcomer 
to hosting mega-events. Every year 
it welcomes millions of foreign visi-
tors during the weeklong Carnival 
celebration, and the 2014 World Cup 
went off with no major incidents.
But it has almost no experience fight-
ing terrorism. The country has long 
prided itself on having an enemy-free 
foreign policy, one that rejects military 
intervention.
Not surprisingly, many Brazilians 
are on edge as the military buildup 
at airports and elsewhere become 
more evident. There have also been 
several bomb scares. The ritzy beach 
neighborhood of Leblon shut down 
streets for several hours last week 
after discovery of a suspicious bag that 
turned out to contain only clothes.
“I never felt like this about terrorism 
before. I only worried about street 

crime,” said Fernanda Rocha, a phar-
macist in Rio. “I have no idea how to 
avoid terrorists if they come.”
Despite Brazilians’ easygoing attitude, 
better suited for a street party than an 
urban lockdown, Ford said there have 
been major improvements since the 
2014 World Cup. Training exercises 
with U.S. and other foreign militaries 
to deal with chemical, biological and 
nuclear attacks have become more 
frequent. A joint-intelligence center 
has been created for the games, allow-
ing intelligence services from around 
the world to share information and 
investigate threats as they emerge.
Precisely because of Rio’s reputation 
for criminality, elite police units are 
more battle-tested than their coun-
terparts in major U.S. cities.
“They’re used to carrying bigger 
and stronger guns than we are,” said 
Bobby Chacon, a retired FBI agent 
who makes his home in Rio and spent 
a year running security at the 2004 
Games in Athens.
There are expected to be 85,000 mili-
tary personnel and police fanning out 
across the city, double the number on 
the streets in London in 2012. While 
most will be concentrated at sporting 
venues, tourist landmarks will also be 
heavily patrolled.
“They have the police in place and 
trained to stop a large-scale, coordi-
nated attack,” Chacon said. “But there’s 
plenty of opportunities to cause harm, 
and they shouldn’t take anything for 
granted.”
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Nigerian banking 
industry in 2016

The Nigerian banking market is facing serious 
headwinds from slow GDP growth, falling 
FX reserves/availability and regulatory 

pressures. The regulatory pressures on banks 
include: (i) Stricter regulatory oversight on SIBs 
(Systematically Important Banks) which increases 
the pressure to meet regulatory requirements (e.g., 
CAR); (ii) Slower deposit growth fuelled by lack of 
economic growth and public sector developments 
such as TSA; (iii) Slowdown in lending with liquidity 
constraints and deteriorating macro environment; 
and (iv) Inflation and growing risk premium, which 
drives interest rates.

However, our banking industry needs to refocus 
on the fundamentals of our trade: (1) Offer seamless 
services to all Nigerian individuals and enterprises; 
(2) Drive further the digitalization of our banking 
services; (3) Eliminate the historic high cost to serve 
from the branching network; and (4) Retain highest 
standards on the management credit.

In the latest study of Bain & Company, the 
consulting firm, of what drives the selection and 
retention of banks, customer services was the 
overwhelming driver for bank clients (6 times as 
important as location, products and even 15 times 
more important than brand reputation). It is a 
well-known fact that about 60 million Nigerians do 
not have bank accounts, and a significant number 
of enterprises are not being served. Digitalization 
provides great opportunities to drive even greater 
levels of self-service in withdrawals, call centre 
usage and digital channels for problem resolution.

The industry needs to eliminate historic high 
costs of service as only the top players in the market 
are currently winning economically. In terms of 
economic profit, Nigerian banks barely manage to 
cover their cost of the regulatory required capital 
with their profit after tax. Part of the reason is the 
notorious high cost of service due to the excessively 
expensive infrastructure. In the long run, only those 
institutions that retain high professional standards 
and who train their staff in recognition of all credit 
requirements will prevail.

When our industry does the above, it will be 

best placed to benefit from the expected revenue 
growth that Bain & Company expects over the next 
five years at 15% p.a. on the back of GDP growth, 
increase of lending/intelligent products, financial 
inclusion and money supply growth.

Beyond the efforts of the individual banks, 
the industry will require policies support and 
interventions of government to improve the 
economic environment for banks to operate 
effectively. We cannot afford a banking crisis atop 
our current GDP growth situation.

FX policy
We welcome the recent managed floating of the 

rate of the naira and the various reforms undertaken 
by the CBN. The CBN will require our patience and 
support for the market to settle and achieve the 
desired objectives of the new regime. Hopefully, the 
rates at which the market will settle will ultimately 
result in improved liquidity in the FX market. It is 
expected that the FX market reforms will resolve 
the issues around the official FX market but the 
gap between that market and the parallel market 
may still remain at unacceptable levels. The CBN 
should consider lifting the FX ban on the 41 items 
currently excluded from the official market. It is an 
appropriate time to effect this, as the items will be 
funded from other autonomous sources outside 
of the CBN.

Following on the back of this, all capital controls 
that were introduced on the onset of the FX rate 
crisis should be lifted. This will encourage entry of 
foreign investors as capital is a coward and stays on 
the sidelines when there are doubts on its exit from 
any territory. However, it may be necessary to place 
a one year minimum tenor on repatriation of all CCI 
(Certificate of Capital Importation) transactions to 
discourage entry of hot money, more so when we 
have forward/futures products in the FX market.

Oil marketers’ receivables
There is currently a backlog of payments due 

to the downstream oil and gas companies and 
these receivables, which were funded by banks, 
are now past due in the books of most banks. 
This is compounded by the recent devaluation 
which has impaired the capacity of the customers 
to pay on outstanding trade obligations. On the 
part of the government, their ability to clear the 
payments is limited by the dwindling earnings 
being experienced.

In resolving this situation, the government may 
consider floating a bond programme to cover the 
backlog including FX differentials to date and the 
banks will be made to subscribe to the extent of their 
exposure to the oil marketers, thereby switching the 
relevant risk assets to liquid assets to improve their 

balance sheets. The government will then introduce 
petroleum products tax that will be used to fund the 
redemption of the bonds.

Currency redesign, reprint and redenomination
The payment system in the country has 

improved significantly with high volumes of 
transactions being undertaken electronically. The 
cashless policy of the industry has a gone a long way 
in driving the improvements in the payment system.

Despite the improvements highlighted, there 
remains significant amount of cash outside the 
banking system and very low banking penetration 
in Nigeria. Measures of penetration such as deposit 
to GDP and credit to GDP remain low at below 30 
percent, whereas the BRICS countries are averaging 
about 50 percent.

The government should consider redesigning 
and reprinting the naira, which will be exchanged 
for the old notes within a reasonable time. The 
outflow of the currency from the banks will then 
be subject to existing cashless policies. The benefits 
of this process will be as follows: (a) Reduction 
of cash in circulation; (b) Reduction in the costs 
of transaction in the economy; (c) Reduction in 
crimes associated with cash; (d) Enhance financial 
inclusion as bank accounts will be necessary in a 
cashless environment; (e) Ease of tracking flow 
of funds for money laundering activities; and (f) 
Curbing of corrupt practices as proceeds could 
easily be traced for several years after.

The government could also use the opportunity 
to redenominate the naira by removing two zeros 
and enhance the psychological value of the naira.

Mortgage lending
The other area that banking can support growth 

in the market is with mortgage lending. Similar to 
support given to the power sector and SMEs, the 
CBN should provide intervention funds to allow 
banks to offer single-digit mortgage loans. In this 
situation, the banks would bear the full credit risk, 
but the government provides liquidity to enable 
the banks lend at below 10% p.a. interest rate. The 
demand for property stock would increase and this 
will drive rapid growth of the construction industry 
to supply property stock for the demand that is 
being created. The construction industry itself will 
spur growth in terms of employment and increased 
activities with attendant multiplier impact on the 
economy.

 
Being excerpts of a keynote speech presented at 

the launch of the book, Dynamics of the Nigerian 
Financial System: Essays in Honour of Phillips 
Oduoza, in Lagos, July 27, 2016.
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Onwuka served as GMD/CEO of Diamond 

Bank plc from 2005-2011 and as chairman of 
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Quotes of the

An anti-virus software program is a computer 
program that can be used to scan files to identify and 
eliminate computer viruses and other malicious software 
(malware).

In the virus dictionary approach, when the anti-virus 
software examines a file, it refers to a dictionary of known 
viruses that have been identified by the author of the 
anti-virus software. If a piece of code in the file matches 
any virus identified in the dictionary, then the anti-virus 
software can then either delete the file, quarantine it 
so that the file is inaccessible to other programs and its 
virus is unable to spread, or attempt to repair the file by 
removing the virus itself from the file.

To be successful in the medium and long term, the 
virus dictionary approach requires periodic online 
downloads of updated virus dictionary entries. As new 
viruses are identified “in the wild”, civically minded and 
technically inclined users can send their infected files 
to the authors of anti-virus software, who then include 
information about the new viruses in their dictionaries.

Dictionary-based anti-virus software typically 
examines files when the computer’s operating system 
creates, opens, and closes them; and when the files are 
e-mailed. In this way, a known virus can be detected im-
mediately upon receipt. The software can also typically 
be scheduled to examine all files on the user’s hard disk 
on a regular basis.

Although the dictionary approach is considered 
effective, virus authors have tried to stay a step ahead 
of such software by writing “polymorphic viruses”, 
which encrypt parts of themselves or otherwise modify 
themselves as a method of disguise, so as to not match the 
virus’s signature in the dictionary.

Suspicious behavior approach
The suspicious behavior approach, by contrast, 

doesn’t attempt to identify known viruses, but instead 
monitors the behavior of all programs. If one program 
tries to write data to an executable program, for example, 
this is flagged as suspicious behavior and the user is 
alerted to this, and asked what to do.

Unlike the dictionary approach, the suspicious be-
havior approach therefore provides protection against 
brand-new viruses that do not yet exist in any virus 
dictionaries. However, it also sounds a large number of 
false positives, and users probably become desensitized 
to all the warnings. 

Blogs
From the 

“We are not doing budget now, we only have Ap-
propriation Act which is a law and you know the 
process of implementing a law. I do not know where 
the issue of this budget padding we are talking about 
is coming from. If we are not to tinker with the bud-
get as submitted by the President, then there would 
not have been the need to submit it to the National 
Assembly. Senate Leader, Ali Ndume.
“It’s always great to get a new manager but when 
you get someone in the stature of Jose Mourinho 
he’s great to work under and he’s brought a winning 
mentality back to the club. Manchester United as 
a football club we have to win and we have to de-
liver for him”. Manchester United captain Wayne 
Rooney.
“The governor of Rivers State said I squandered 
N3tn. I did not receive up to N1.8tn as governor 
both from IGR and funds from federal allocation. 
So, how could I have squandered money I did not 
even receive in the first place? You can see the 
politics of lies and lies.”  Minister of Transportation, 
Rotimi Amaechi.

Numbers
$1.52bn
Foreign exchange inflow through the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) rose by 31.8 percent to $1.51 billion in 
May 2016 from $1.14 billion in the preceding month. 
It fell by 38.53 percent compared with $2.45.

N267.9bn
FBN Holdings plc Tuesday released its results for the 
half-year (H1) period June 30, 2016. The results at the 
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) showed the holding 
company’s gross earnings stood lower at N267.914 
billion from N271.265 billion in the corresponding 
H1’15, down by 1.24 percent.

C002D5556
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