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 Peter Ward at the Eureka, at 
Tucker Creek, 2007

 Peter is a researcher of this area’s 
mining heritage, and compiler of 
these notes. His notes on the reef 
mining history of the Wentworth are 
also available as a companion to 
these more general notes.

 Gavin Keating, at the mouth of 
the Palmerston ‘lower adit’ 
(Grant), 2007

 Gavin has taken most of the fine 
photographs in these booklets, as 
well as having done early research, 
and organising all our field trips.  

    Peter                                  Gavin                                     Fred

 The bush fires that swept Victoria’s High Country in the Summer of 2006-7 exposed 
large areas of our mining and cultural heritage, giving opportunity to map and 
photograph many artefacts of our history that had not been visible for generations.
  It was a brief window of opportunity, and one that closed quickly. The bush, lacking 
overstory, quickly regenerated with a forest floor thicker with scrub than before, and 
once again our history was hidden.

 During that brief window, Peter, Gavin and Fred walked many of these areas, recording 
and photographing.

A very brief

Fred Sargent,  at Union Spur 
(Grant), 2007

 Fred has visited, mapped and 
researched over five thousand 
mines in Victoria’s North East, 
Upper Dargo, Grant and Normanby 
areas.
Fred’s mind is forensic, with 
exacting recall of detail.  

http://www.exceworks.com/Goldfields


Research by Peter Ward.
Photography by Gavin Keating. 

The Mountaineer mine and battery is located in the valley of the Good Luck creek within the Grant Historic Area. It is 
reached by an old walking track that follows the west side of the creek, and we are told it may also be accessed 
from the Providence Spur track. Mining Track 276 gave direct access from Grant

Why visit the Mountaineer? 
The walk up the Good Luck creek passes through one of the richest alluvial fields, and was 

worked extensively from the 1860’s. The entire valley has been sluiced. 
The track is a wonderful example of the type of access that was made to these isolated areas. 
Along the creek, there are well preserved examples of large drives into alluvial beds high on the 

slopes. 
The Mountaineer battery components, including the hubs of the water wheel are in place, (Photo, 

lower right) although collapsed and wooden elements destroyed by fire. Perfectly preserved skips are by the 
tramway from mine to battery, and have cables still attached. Observe the race bringing water to the wheel. 

Inside the mine, the platforms have collapsed, and the mine could never be considered safe to 
enter, but the large reef is visible in the stope. 

Walk off the Bulltown spur track at 510232 5871557 and follow the path. Observe the piles of rocks in the creek bed 
 that had to be stacked during the sluicing operation. At 511508 5869964 look at hut sites, that possibly supported 
the Good Luck mine high above, up the adjoining gully. 
At approx 512138 5869900 look at the amazing rock work on the walking track (Photo above) 
At approx 510962 5870163 find several adits. Within are wonderfully preserved examples of miners following lifted 
bedrock for alluviums. (Photo, lower left) 
The Mountaineer battery is at 512752 5869739 , and the mine 50 metres above. Several hut sites are close 
Allow six hours for return trip, more if walking up the Good Luck Creek bed. 

(The Mountaineer was closely associated with the Luck's All, which later became the Columbia. The Columbia and Mountaineer became the 
Lone Hand. Luck's All originally fed the original Mountaineer (Lone Hand) battery at the junction of Luck's All Creek and Good Luck 
Creek. Consequently references to all these mines are closely related. The battery on the present site came from the Jeff Davis)

 

Left: Following track/race high 
above Good Luck creek. 
Right: Hub and drive gears of a 
waterwheel sit above a pit hewn 
into rock 

Left: Two pristine skips and 
attached cable below the adit. 
Right: Mountaineer battery sits 
about 3m above the creek. Since 
this photo, the bank was undercut, 
and this machinery now sits in the 
creek. 

These notes include original and Copyright drawings by Fred Sargent, used 
with permission. I also include material from Fred's extensive collection, and 
gratefully acknowledge his extensive voluntary research and field work in 
documenting, mapping and recording the mines of Victoria's North East.

Beautiful benching along Good Luck Creek, which
 supported the Good Luck battery water race



Since writing my original notes, we have re-visited the site. The path along the hillside is now totally
 overgrown, so we walked up Good Luck creek, in the stream itself, which makes this visit a Summer walk!

On reflection, whilst the path along the hillside is now  considered a track, it may have once been
 a water race also, bringing water to the a battery, possibly the Good Luck, from high up in the Globe gully.

Above, a different type of mine, along the Good Luck creek, as we walked to the Mountaineer.

  Walking up Good Luck creek, almost totally hidden in the half burned blackberries, we found a mine where 
there was no quartz vein, just a “lifted” river bed. 
Lower Left: Close up of the river bed, now  a loose conglomerate, which would have to be broken up and 
panned. This drive followed bedrock, upon which a lot of gold would have sat.
The alluvial mine was more fragile than the reef type. See Appendix 1.

  Unfortunately, we failed to annotate our gps  on this one, and the hillside was too overgrown at our next visit 
to locate this valuable example of mining the “lifted gravels”  that were noted of Sandy's, Prospect (Boggy) 
and Clifton creeks. 

Approximate location only for these adits;
Six figure ref:-109 701, 
Garmin:--37.31506, 147.123720



The Mountaineer site has a great range of artifacts. 
A good example above of timber rails and of the wide wheeled skips that were suited to that type
 of rail. 
The stamps are unused,’spares.’

Against the wall of the old chimney, is the top of a retort, where mercury was boiled off the
amalgam. The Mountaineer was first mentioned in Nov 1865, it's new owners changed its 
name to the Lone Hand in 1880.  Recorded as paying dividends of 14,000 Pounds in 1886.



Above. Rob Christie walks in 
the remnants of the race 
above the battery.

Right shows relationship of 
water race to wheel and 
battery below.
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1. Turnoff and drive down the steep Bulltown Spur.

2. park at the Junction of Good Luck Creek, and Crooked River.

3.Mountaineer.

All along Good Luck creek are fine examples of 
Stonework stacked during sluicing operations.
Dozens of these piles put East Gipslands “Chinese
 Diggings”at Melwood to shame.

On our last visit, we simply walked up the center of the 
creek, as blackberries had  become too thick in places 
Where we walked above the creel previously.



Mountaineer mine and  battery was accessible from Grant or Stonewall junction by Mining 
Track 276. The original battery was at the junction of Luck’s All Creek.
We walked up from Stonewall Junction, along the southern side of Good Luck creek 
without crossing to the northern section, still visible. It is now obvious that part of what we 
thought was the track, actually was the water race feeding the Good Luck battery, coming 
from Globe creek.
For exact starting points, if attempting to walk the track from the Grant end, download our 
‘Rubbly’ file, that includes GPS co-ords of access point.
Whilst we were able to follow the Track 276 as far as the Rubbly, we went no further

           “G4473_track-276_plan” Downloaded from  Geological Survey of Victoria, Earth Resources Policy and Programs 



Caveats. 
  Steep, rough walking. Requires a high level of fitness, and agility. The walking path is very 
old and not maintained. If walking the creek, water is very cold, even in early  summer.

  You are in severe isolation here, no phone contact, CB to local repeater (Ch 1)not guaranteed.
Satellite phone link is not guaranteed in all places along this valley, and similarly your Satellite 
tracking system may be shielded at some times. In the interests of safety, a party of at least four
 would be desirable.
  A single injured person left alone would be at possible risks from wild dogs.

  Watch for perfectly rock-colored brown snakes sunning themselves.

 In some places loose rock has washed over the track, and it is slippery and dangerous. The recent
 bushfires have caused trees to fall across the track, and are difficult to get around on the steep hillside. 
Comments about these mines and their contents does not imply it is safe to enter.  Parks Victoria 
post signs in the Grant Historic Area, warning against entering dangerous mines. 

  The Mountaineer appears VERY UNSAFE on the inside.
  
  The Bulltown Spur Track is 4X4 access only, steep, with large water “turn offs”  may be too high
 for low clearance 4X4 vehicles (“softroaders”).

Addendum, July 2014.
  The walking path is now unusable especially where the benching took you around a rock face.
There would be no alternative but to walk up the creek bed, although there is possibly still a path 
From Grant down Providence Spur if you can find it.  The old track leading from the Union mine to the 
“Rubble” and beyond  to the Globe battery would get you close, but it is also now severely  overgrown.

Left, blackberries coming back to the edge of Good Luck Creek, 2011.

 Right, the track around the hillside became impassible by 2011, 
mainly over-grown with blackberry.



GPS track. Notes are exactly as in my notebook!

A better perspective of the hub of the Mountaineer water wheel, showing the water wheel directly drove
 the battery through a gear set. Flanges indicate the wheel was broad, with wood spokes. Compare with
 the Red Rose, which had a large diameter wheel, with wire-tensioned rim

1 -37.31399 147.12126 20-MAY-07 11:27:27AM Hut 703   107
2 -37.31528 147.12233 20-MAY-07 11:34:11AM Junct Globe ck and Good Luck ck ?701   108
3 -37.31507 147.12328 20-MAY-07 11:44:53AM Mine 702   109
4 -37.31506 147.12372 20-MAY-07 11:47:26AM Mines 702   110
5 -37.31502 147.12655 20-MAY-07 12:11:02PM 702   112
6 -37.31549 147.12742 20-MAY-07 12:16:49PM Hut 701   113
7 -37.31693 147.13243 20-MAY-07 12:46:03PM 700   117
8 -37.31742 147.137 20-MAY-07 1:13:54PM 699   121
9 -37.31835 147.13895 20-MAY-07 1:26:59PM 698   123
10 -37.31912 147.14093 20-MAY-07 1:35:38PM looking across to low level adit 697   125
11 -37.31908 147.14092 20-MAY-07 1:35:57PM 697   125
12 -37.31958 147.14287 20-MAY-07 1:44:57PM Hut at Mountaineer 697   127
13 -37.31886 147.14393 20-MAY-07 1:55:59PM Mountaineer battery 697   128
14 -37.31839 147.14421 20-MAY-07 2:00:30PM Mountaineer mine and hut 698   128
15 -37.31943 147.1418 20-MAY-07 2:24:17PM Forge 697   126
16 -37.31758 147.13452 20-MAY-07 2:49:34PM Hut site 699   119
17 -37.3176 147.13217 20-MAY-07 2:57:13PM  Gully 699   117
18 -37.3171 147.13036 20-MAY-07 3:02:19PM 3 hut sites? 699   116
19 -37.31685 147.12989 20-MAY-07 3:03:50PM  3 hut sites? 700   115
20 -37.31679 147.12968 20-MAY-07 3:05:07PM Hut and mine above high 700   115
21 -37.31664 147.12937 20-MAY-07 3:06:09PM Good luck gully (?) 700   115



NAMEDESC TIME LATITUDE LONGITUDE
1  Hut 20-MAY-07 11:27:27AM -37.31399 147.12126
2  Junct Nelson and Good Luck ck 20-MAY-07 11:34:11AM -37.31528 147.12233
3  Mine 20-MAY-07 11:44:53AM -37.31507 147.12328
4  Mines20-MAY-07 11:47:26AM -37.31506 147.12372
5 # 20-MAY-07 12:11:02PM -37.31502 147.12655
6  Hut 20-MAY-07 12:16:49PM -37.31549 147.12742
7 # 20-MAY-07 12:46:03PM -37.31693 147.13243
8 # 20-MAY-07 1:13:54PM -37.31742 147.137
9 # 20-MAY-07 1:26:59PM -37.31835 147.13895
10 looking across to low level adit 20-MAY-07 1:35:38PM -37.31912 147.14093
11 # 20-MAY-07 1:35:57PM -37.31908 147.14092
12 Hut at Mountaineer 20-MAY-07 1:44:57PM -37.31958 147.14287
13 Mountaineer battery20-MAY-07 1:55:59PM -37.31886 147.14393
14 Mountaineer mine and hut 20-MAY-07 2:00:30PM -37.31839 147.14421
15 Forge 20-MAY-07 2:24:17PM -37.31943 147.1418
16 Hut site 20-MAY-07 2:49:34PM -37.31758 147.13452
17  Globe Gully 20-MAY-07 2:57:13PM -37.3176 147.13217
18 3 hut sites? 20-MAY-07 3:02:19PM -37.3171 147.13036
19 3 hut sites? 20-MAY-07 3:03:50PM -37.31685 147.12989
20 Hut and mine above, high 20-MAY-07 3:05:07PM -37.31679 147.12968
21 Good luck creek 20-MAY-07 3:06:09PM -37.31664 147.12937

This is a comma delimited Data set for use in GPSVisualizer.  Copy and paste into a Notepad file,
 Save as   xxxxxx.csv (not a .txt) file. Remember to include the header line.

Import into GPSVisualizer, a free online  service that provides an active map. You can click 
on any point and  see the associated note. ( http://www.gpsvisualizer.com )
You can also paste this directly into a box on the site by selecting “Plot Data Points”



25 Nov 1865 Gippsland Guardian
Stone is now being packed from the Mountaineer to the Jeff Davis, for the purpose of having a trial 
crushing

12 July 1882
The Mountaineer Company had a true reef, varying from 8 feet to 10 feet in thickness where they cut in 
their tunnel, and the average yield from 10 tons was 5dwt per ton. 

                                                                              Peter Ward    1/9/2014

MOUNTAINEER MINE SITE,  HERITAGE ASSESSMENT
Dargo–Crooked River
HINo. H8323-0006
 
LOCATION: Northern bank of Good Luck Creek, at junction with Bottleneck Creek.
MUNICIPALITY: Wellington Shire Council
LANDUSE / STATUS: Historic Reserve
Recorded by: Sandra Bardwell, NPS Historian Date Recorded:  APR1995
 
EXISTING HERITAGE LISTING: Grant Historic Reserve (7300ha)
 
SITE HISTORY:
The Mountaineer Reef was discovered and worked during the Crooked River reefing rush of 1864-5. In 1880,the“wel-
known ref” on Good Luck Creek was reworked as the Lone Hand. It was at that time described as a very large reef, 
which could be worked very cheaply because of its proximity to the Creek, meaning that a water-powered battery 
could be erected close to the mine. A crushing from the mine was recorded in 1882, and the Lone Hand Co. was 
sufficiently encouraged by the average yield of just over an ounce per ton to make plans for a battery of its own. In 
December that year, it was reported that “preparations [were] being made ”by the company for the erection of a 
battery, which (it was speculated) might lead to the opening up of some of the many reefs known to exist in the 
locality. No further records of the mine were found, but the physical remains suggest that construction of the battery 
indeed went ahead.

References: Christie& Gray, p. 131
Mining Surveyors' Reports (Crooked River Subdivision), December 1864, March 1865,
March 1880, September1881, December 1882
 
DESCRIPTION&INTERPRETATIONOF FEATURES:
Features of the Mountaineer mine site are a10-head battery, possible water wheel, tramway, reef
Workings and alluvial workings with water race.
Battery - A wall, 2m high, rising from the creek bank, retains a platform, on which is a 10-head battery lying on its side. 
In the gully nearby is a “large wheel (device)”.
Tramway - A tramway incline on which are two trolley trucks, one still attached to a steel cable.
Quartz workings - dirt and tailings heap at Mountaineer site, little (if at all) disturbed since it was abandoned. Also 
several adits, mullock heaps, and two stone fireplaces on the southern bank of the creek, opposite the Mountaineer.
Alluvial workings—Evidence of alluvial workings on both sides of the creek, including a water race on the south side.

INTEGRITY/CONDITION: Battery collapsed.
 
CULTURALSIGNIFICANCE:
The site has:
Scientific significance - contains a range of mining relics including the remains of a water-powered crushing battery.
Archaeological significance - The site has the potential to yield artefacts and evidence which will be able to provide 
significant information about the technological history of goldmining.

SIGNIFICANCE RANKING: Site listed on Heritage Inventory
 Assessed by: Sandra Bardwel, NPS Historian Date: c.1985

1995 Heritage Assessment shows a distinct lack of research, poor knowledge of mining machinery, and limited 
site assessment.



Material follows from Fred Sargent's research.
The Mountaineer was closely associated with the Luck's All, which later became the Columbia. 
The Columbia and Mountaineer became the Lone Hand. Luck's All originally fed the original
 Mountaineer (Lone Hand) battery at the junction of Luck's All Creek and Good Luck Creek.
Consequently references to all these mines are closely related.

LUCK’S ALL   
 
  

Crooked River 

  

118 701 

Also called the TEDDINGTON and later the COLUMBIA 
 
Name:- Teddington is part of London on the north bank of the Thames between Hampton Wick & Twickenham.  Also a town 
in Middlesex.  
 
 Located on the southern fall from Jeff Davis Spur, ie on the northern side of Good Luck Creek, towards the top. 
 Reports of the Teddington refer to five reefs. There are three worked from the surface close together with a fourth 
struck from the adit. The fifth could refer to the Rob Roy which could have been part of the lease at the time. 
 Originally worked as a Prospecting claim then leased by Chisholm and party in 1866. A poor crushing in May 1867 
led to them abandoning the lease which was soon taken up by Baines & Daniell (the latter having worked it in between) and 
called the Teddington. 
 A later lease was taken out in 1881 by Henry Harrison who also had registered the Mountaineer battery site at the 
foot of Luck’s All Creek, but he abandoned the lease. 

Map overlay by Fred Sargent, in whom all copyright resides. Used with permission.

Bulltown Spur Tk

Mountaineer Mine & Battery

 
 The battery is still evident and was put in by the Lone Hand Company in  1883. The original battery site 
was lower down the creek at the junction of Luck’s All Creek. The cut can still be seen but there is no other 
evidence.  From the mining registrations this battery site was also used in the 1895-1900 period. In fact there 
are no references to the existing battery except A possible a reference in 1881 to a battery site 400 yards 
below the Lone Hand tunnel (this is only ~ 100 yards away)(or is there another tunnel at the end of the 
tramway found leading down from the area of the Attila or NW Mountaineer?) 



 
 



Tramway, and a pile of low grade ore at 
base.

Entrance to the Mountaineer is at a state 
where one more ‘slip’ will seal it.



 

230 Good Luck Ck  Teddington 1866 5 17 Thomas  Baines, Thomas  Daniels Quartz 
Prospecting claim 
274 Good Luck Ck  Teddington 1866 6 23 James Purvis 1/6 transferred from  T. 
Baines 
275 Good Luck Ck  Teddington 1866 6 23 R. H. Budd 1/6 transferred from  T. 
Daniels 
52 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 5 24 Columbia GMCo machine site, 1/2 
mile below Columbia claim 
93 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 11 14 Lone Hand QMCoNL Columbia 
machine site 52/81 1/2 mile below Columbia claim, transferredfrom Columbia QMCoNL 
36 CR Good Luck Ck  1895 3 7 Henry Harrison 2 a mill site junc  Luck's All & Good 
Luck Cks 
66 CR Good Luck   1895 6 11 E. A. Noble mill site junc Luck's All & 
Good Luck Cks transfer Henry Harrison 
   
Mining Surveyor's Reports  
 June 1881 On Good Luck Creek, the Lone Hand and Luck’s All claims have been taken up; the latter
 mine was worked years ago, and very good yields obtained. 
  
September 1881 On Good Luck Creek, two well-known reefs are being tried—the Mountaineer and
 Lucks All; the former is a very large reef, and, as it is close to the creek, it should be worked very 
cheaply; the latter was worked, about twelve years ago, and gold in very fair quantities obtained  
Newspaper Reports  
 
1866, January 12 The Luck's-All Company, Good Luck Creek, had a trial crushing of 4 tons from the new reef discovered in their ground some 
time ago, which gave them 18 oz 15 dwt; this was a fair sample of the stone taken out; the reef is some 15 inches thick, with an underlay towards 
the old reef; unfortunately, there seems no immediate chance of a crushing machine going up on Good Luck Creek. The trial crushing was made 
at the Jeff Davis Company's machine, the nearest to the Luck's-All's ground, and to remove it there costs a high figure. -Age 
 
1866, February 1 The Lucks' All, on Good Luck Creek, have had a trial crushing at the Jeff. Davis, which went 4 ½ ozs. to the ton.-Gippsland 
Times  
 
1866, March 23 The Luck's All party purpose packing 20 tons of stone to the Jeff Davis machine next week. -Age 
 
1866, April  17 The Luck’s All Company, Good Luck Creek, will shortly have another crushing which will, I believe be equally as good as the 
first one, and if so, will pay much better, as the manager for the Jeff  Davis has greatly reduced the price for crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 1 The Luck’s All Company are still raising good stone, but are undecided whether they will crush at the Jeff Davis or not, as 
they have the idea of erecting a small machine on their own account. There is no doubt a small machine placed in a good position on Good Luck 
Creek would pay well. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 3 The Luck’s All will commence today packing 20 tons to the Jeff Davis machine, which, from the appearance of the stone, 
should give a good return. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 31  The Luck’s All Company finished crushing this week, and obtained a little over an ounce to the ton. The gold was purchased 
by the Bank of Victoria. This company obtained from a former crushing over four ounces to the ton, so the present crushing shows a great falling 
off. How this is accounted for I have had not had an opportunity of learning. With a small machine of their own this return would pay well; but 
after paying for carting and crushing will leave only a very small amount of pay for working expenses. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, August 29 Daniell's party are keeping on in the Luck's All. The erection of machinery on this creek, which has long been felt such a 
want, and which has so often been talked of in connection with the Mountaineer and Good Luck claims, seems to have advanced no farther than 
the talking point. While it rests there, no great improvement can be looked for in that neighbourhood, as the existing machines are too remote 
to enable the holders of only moderately rich claims to take advantage of them.-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek 
Advertiser  
 
1867, February  21 The Teddington Quartz Mining Co are still raising very fair stone and will, I believe, shortly have a crushing. -Gippsland 
Times 

 
1867, February 28 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.
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-Gippsland Times

 
 
1867, March 7 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are taking out stone from the large reef, which is looking very well; they will take out 40 
tons before starting to crush. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, March 16 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are still raising stone from their large reef, which shows a fair amount of gold. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, April  11 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are still raising stone from both their reefs, and will have a crushing of 40 tons. Some of the 
stone being raised from the small reef looks very well and that from the large reef shows a fair sprinkling of gold. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, May 21 The Teddington Gold Mining Co will commence packing to the Jeff Davis Company machine next week. This company has 
latterly struck some splendid stone. The will have 30 tons, 15 of which will be from the vein in which the rich stone was taken, and 15 from the 
large reef in the company’s ground, which is expected to be payable. If the company can obtain any quantity of stone as rich as I saw the yield 
would be magnificent. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, June 11 The Teddington Gold Mining Co have nearly finished packing to the Jeff Davis Company’ machine and will, I expect, finish 
crushing about the latter end of the week. They will crush about 25 tons, which will yield well. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, June 18 The Teddington Gold Mining Co crushed this week 20 tons of stone at the Jeff Davis machine, which yielded 23 dwts to the 
ton. This was a lot of stone and mullock mixed which was not expected to yield more than 15 dwt to the ton. In about five weeks they will have 
another crushing which will give a more……return. The rich stone taken out of this claim some time since was not crushed in the present load. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1867, July 16 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are raising stone for another crushing, which shows very well for gold. They will have 
another crushing in about three weeks, the yield from which is expected to be an improvement on the last. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, July 30 The Teddington Gold Mining Co have struck some very good stone this week; richer than any yet taken out. There is some 
talk of amalgamating this company with the Jeff Davis. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, August  17 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are raising some very good stone, and intend starting to pack next week. They will have 
about 20 tons of good stone, but the crushing is on a sliding scale’ they intend mixing 20 tons of inferior stone with it as a trial. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, September 3 The Teddington Gold Mining Co have started packing to the Jeff Davis machine and will, I expect, finish crushing next week. 
A quantity of poor stone has been mixed with this lot, but it is still expected to give a payable return. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, September  10 The Tiddington (sic) Gold Mining Co crushed this week 27 tons at the Jeff Davis Company’s machine, the exact 
yield from which is not reported, but was, I am informed on good authority, very poor. This lot was taken from the large reef, with the view of 
testing whether it would pay. -Gippsland Times 
 

1867, February 28 



 

1867, September  28 There is some talk of the Teddington Gold Mining Co and the Jeff Davis Company being amalgamated. There is 
no doubt that an amalgamation between the two companies would tend to greatly increase their value, and, if well managed, would be of 
productive benefit to both. -Gippsland Times 

 
1867, October 8 The amalgamation between the Jeff Davis and the Teddington Gold Mining Co is concluded under the new management 
this week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October  22 The Teddington Gold Mining Co are raising stone from their 100 ft shaft, which looks payable. They have taken out a block 
of very good stone from the old workings, and under the new arrangement with the Jeff Davis Company will crush all the stone raised instead of 
picking it over. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 13 The Teddington Gold Mining Company’s claim has been taken up again as a Prospecting Claim, and started to work. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1879, December 31 It is gratifying to be enabled to record that this locality is receiving the attention from a numerous and influential party of 
Ballarat mining speculators, through  resident representative, Mr J. Lawlor, that gentleman having taken up three claims that have been 
abandoned for many years, the Rose and Shamrock, Luck’s All and Mountaineer. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 1 Columbia QMCo- A company recently formed, and which lately took up the Mountaineer, has also taken up another piece 
of ground about half a mile below, which embraces the old “Luck’s All” mine. Application is to be made for a lease. Mr. J. Chrisman has been 
appointed manager, and is now busy taking levels for tramway, etc. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 8 Mr. Peers, the Mining Surveyor, is now on Grant, and is surveying the proposed new lease on the “Luck’s All” for the 
Columbia QMCo. He has received no instructions seemingly to survey the proposed new lease on the Mountaineer for the Lone Hand QMCo 
which outsiders cannot understand, as the latter was applied for a week prior to the former. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 10 Mr Peers, Mining Surveyor, surveyed the proposed new lease on the “Luck’s All” line of reef yesterday. He did not survey the 
proposed new lease on the Mountaineer line of reef for the Lone Hand Company, although requested to do so, having, it is said, at the last 
moment previous to starting for here, receiving counter instructions from the Mining Department not to do so. No reasons given. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1881, June 29 The Columbia Company are still doing outside work on their claim, and are negotiating for the purchase of machinery on 
their own account, as their attempts at negotiations with the Lone Hand Company appear to have fallen through. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 6 Columbia Q.M. Co.-It appears that this company is not going to be left in undisturbed possession of the Mountaineer claim, 
their manager, Mr .J. Chrisman, has  received a summons for trespass, damages laid at £25, from a representative of the Lone Hand Co.  -
Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 3 Columbia QMCo- All the rails at present required have been laid. Registration of company is to be proceeded with at once. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 17 Columbia Q.M. Co.-The men are now engaged cutting water ditch for the battery. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, December 21 Columbia QMCo- Distance driven in tunnel for the week 12ft, making a total of 36. Reef about 9 inches wide and showing a 
little gold. The directors held their usual monthly meeting on Saturday. A tender was accepted for driving the tunnel 200ft at 14s per foot. Mr G. 
Beveridge was the successful tenderer. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, January 6 

-Gippsland Times 

 
1882, January 11 9th- Columbia QMCo- The men were at odd jobs last week, making ready for the contractors to enter upon their work this 
morning. -Gippsland Times 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

 
1882, January 18  Columbia- Contractors entered on their contract Monday last, but did not get fairly to work until Wednesday. They extd the 
tunnel 14ft; quartz vein making larger. Gold obtainable in the casing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, January 25 Columbia Q MCo- During the past week the contractors extended the tunnel along the reef about 20 feet. Instructions have 
been issued to have a paddock excavated and the quartz to be stacked. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 1 Columbia- Contractors are making good progress in driving tunnel, having driven 30 feet for the week, making a total of 
63ft driven by contractors, and a total of 119 feet from the tunnel entrance. The rubbly reef we have been driving on has cut out to a solid reef, 
making on hanging wall; good quality stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 8 Columbia- 4th- Measured up contractor’s work in tunnel to date, passed 90ft for payment. Every indication of a change for 
the better setting in. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 15 Columbia- Mining manager reports 11th- Contractors drove 20 feet; no particular change to report. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 22 Distance driven by contractor in the tunnel for the week 24 feet. The reef had pinched in, but within the last four or five feet, 
the walls widened out to the width of the tunnel, showing a little quartz, the indications are such that we are expecting to get the reef soon. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 1 Columbia Q. M. Co.-The . mining manager reports :-Good headway made last week by contractors in tunnel, 24 feet having 
been driven ; country changed altogether. Rubbly quartz met with. Consider we are not far from the block we are driving for. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 8 Columbia- Contractors extended tunnel 98ft for four weeks’ work, leaving 12 t to do, to complete contract of 200ft. The 
country has set in of harder character; quartz of very favourable nature was also met with. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 15 Columbia Q. M. Co.-The contractors completed their 200 feet on Friday last, having commenced it on the 11th Jan. last, so 
that they made very fair progress. For the last 30 feet the walls widened out 10 feet in which was found "a body of dyke stone intersected by 
many quartz veins of a very favourable character, and highly mineralized showing every indication of leading onto something better." This 
company held their first half-yearly meeting at Dargo on Saturday, Mr. S. T. Riley officiating as chairman. The balance sheets and reports were 
received and adopted. The shareholders were much annoyed at the dilatoriness of the Lone Hand Co., in performing their part of the agreement 
in getting the battery erected, and it was re solved to reduce expenses to a minimum until such time as the Lone Hand Co. display more activity 
in their operations. It has a very doubtful aspect when after the Columbia Co., promptly performed their part of the mutual agreement, nearly 
six months has elapsed, and no apparent active operations have commenced on the other side, and when we know the names of the big men of 
Melbourne who are connected with the Lone Hand Co., it is still more surprising that they should allow such an unsatisfactory state of things 
to exist. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 3 

-Gippsland Times 
 
 
1882, June 28 Columbia- Work will shortly be resumed on this company’s works. The men are to clean out and timber shaft and give it a 
thorough overhauling. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, July 5 Columbia QMCo- 3rd- The men commenced work this morning to clean out the Company’s shaft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 9 Columbia QMC- The men have reached a depth of 90ft in the shaft and well secured it. They have now a reef 10ft wide 
estimated t 3 ½ dwt stone. One man is engaged prospecting the top tunnel. -Gippsland Times 

 
1882, August 16 Columbia Q. M. Co- Men engaged at shaft have been doing good work. They have it now timbered to a depth of 100 feet, 
and are following down on a strong reef. In the upper tunnel the work done for the past fortnight has been the clearing out and timbering of it. 
On Thursday evening, the alleged good reef that was being looked for was struck. A few prospects have been tried with the dish, and gold 
obtained in every instance. The discovery is so recent that very little has been developed, but the original proprietor is sanguine of being on the 
right track. -Gippsland Times 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

1882, August 23 Columbia QMCo- Mining manager reports- We have bottomed the old shaft at 94 feet, not 170 feet as expected. Cross cut 
the reef at bottom and found it ten foot thick with a little gold. Commenced to put in a drive 20 feet from surface, and found good stone which 
will yield about a grain to the dish coarse gold. Have tried a number of dishes and they all prospect about the same. In the level the prospects 
from the face are about the same as reported last week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 30 The energies of the men have been confined last week to the No 1 level, with the result of a The specimens brought by the 
mining manager into Grant, are of a very favourable character, the gold being coarse. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, October 6  COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS. (Before Mr A. W. Howitt, P.M. and Messrs Harrison and Kelly, J.P.) T. Daniel v. 
Columbia Q. M. Co.-£5 10s 8d, work and labour done. Order for the amount with 3s 6d costs. The Company had a plea of a set off, but the legal 
manager who was present could not appear for the Company, as the Mining Companies Statute makes no provision for other than a qualified 
legal gentleman appearing on behalf of registered Companies. -Gippsland Times 
 
1891, September 17  
CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE DARGO DISTRICT. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AUSTRALASIAN. 
Sir,—Being a constant reader of your most esteemed and valuable weekly journal, I confess I have often felt surprised that no one in this district 
ventures to furnish you with a few occasional echoes from our mountain fastnesses. In common with many , other isolated spots in Victoria, the 
Dargo district seems to be totally unknown to the majority of Victorians, so that a few words regarding our Australian highlands I trust will not 
he out of place. The Dargo district presents to my mind many admirable features well worthy of being taken notice of, and though we are 
hemmed in between hills, valleys, rivers, and snow-capped mountain ranges, and almost hermetically excluded from participating in the redoing 
influences which the gregarity of our nature confers upon us, still the exhilarating influences of the grand, vast, and magnificent in nature around 
us more than compensate for our enforced severance from the great beehive of city life. The climate here is one of the most genial, charming, 
and bracing I have as yet experienced during all my extensive travels in Victoria. It resembles the salubrious climate of Auckland, in New Zealand, 
very much, and I have no doubt if this place were better known many would flock here for a short stay during the summer months, where 
they could always inhale a balmy, pure breeze, and have every reasonable guarantee of enjoying sound sleep. The agricultural resources of the 
district are certainly not very extensive, but the richness of the soil on the flats on both sides of the river Dargo cannot be surpassed, as the 
enormous yield of Indian corn and potatoes grown annually fully testifies. In addition to this there is a large tract of back undulating country 
possessing excellent pastoral qualities, the hills being sufficiently nigh to afford good shelter to cattle in the innumerable valleys which intersect 
them. The population of the Dargo and its surroundings I approximately mess to be about 600 souls, all told, and of this number there are about 
one hundred who follow mining in its various phases. A considerable indecipherable as health is, the quintessence of every terrestrial good, it 
may be truly said that this section of the community have been particularly favoured in this respect The mining prospects of the district have 
greatly improved during the present year; the Normanby G.M. Company having now declared two dividends within this short spate of two 
months due to the skilled knowledge of Mr. Clark, the present mine manager, who has been untiring in the zeal on behalf of the company. 
The Exhibition mine is situated about three miles from the Dargo, and the trial crushings yielded so well that the company felt justified in 
erecting crashing machinery at once on the mine. This is now nearly ready for crashing operations. Another local company, called the Columbia, 
is now in course of formation for working two claims which adjoin each other, but which are now being embraced into one lease, and are 
situated on the Good Luck Creek, about five miles from Grant. In the palmy days of yore, when people hastened to be rich, a great deal of hard 
cash was won and lost on those reefs, but the returns got from the extensive trial crushings from the lodes some* how did not pay expenses, as 
£2 per ton had to be paid for the packing of the quartz alone, besides other incidental expenses, and the over-credulous speculators, who 
confidently expected at least as many ounces as they received pennyweights, quickly got alarmed, abandoned their interests, took to their 
heels, and Were never seen or heard of since. As a genuine mining speculation, however, there cannot be a doubt as to the prospects of 
the present company, for some of the present shareholders were present years ago; when the trial crushings were made, and can testify to the 
fact that the minimum yield was five pennyweights, and as high as an ounce has been obtained from some portions of the reefs. The width of 
the lodes is fully six feet, and with a splendid and never ailing stream, which can be conveniently utilised as a motive power, I can clearly foresee, 
with such a large body of stone and fair yield, that this is going to be a mining venture the future prosperity of which is a certainty.  
A GIPPSLAND MOUNTAINEER. Dargo, Sept 5. Australasian   

 
  The Gold Fields and Mineral Districts of Victoria. R. Brough Smythe, F.G.S., 1869. 
 On Luck’s-All Spur three reef have been opened – One bearing N 70° W, about fifteen inches in thickness; another NE, about 
eighteen inches (average yield 1 ¼ oz per ton); and another bearing nearly north.  The second reef is very rich in arsenical pyrites, 
pieces weighing from 10 to 12lbs being often found in the casing 

 
Battery    
 
 Crooked River   195 698 
 
 There was a battery site registered at the junction of Luck’s All Creek with Good Luck Creek in 1895.and this appears 
to be the Columbia battery site registered in 1881 . The Columbia, with the Mountaineer, later became the Lone Hand. This 
site was apparently used (there is a track from the Mountaineer to just above the site) before the erection of the still extant 
battery below the Mountaineer. On the eastern side there is a distinct cut on a raised level area with a cut further around on 
the side of Luck’s All Creek. However there are no artefacts or evidence of the battery. 
 The flat area on the south side of Good Luck Creek is very fine sand (battery sand?) 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

 A well benched track, level for 150 m, then climbing gently, goes from some 30 m above the cut to the east and may 
possibly have led to the Mountaineer mine.(when it was worked as the Columbia and later taken over by the Lone Hand) 
 
Leases 
 
Name  Luck’s All Quartz Mining Co  
 
Location  Good Luck Ck  ½ m S Jeff Davis 
 
Lease Number 93 
 
Applicant  Valentine Chisholm, Alexander Sinclair, Alfred Walker 
 
Date Applied 12.12.64 
 
Area, acres 18.2.6 
 
Investment   £5000 
 
Rental       £18/10/- 
 
Gazetted  7.4.65 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 20 
 
Void  6.7.66    
 
OTHER  28.1.65 x Wingate- new ground    
 
 
Name  Tiddington Gold Mining Co  
 
Location  Grant  Luck’s All spur 
 
Lease Number 920 
 
Applicant  Thomas Baines, Thomas Daniel, Richard Hale Budd 
 
Date Applied 3.9.66 
 
Area, acres 20.3.1 
 
Investment   £4 000 
 
Rental      £20/15/2 
 
Gazetted  18.12.66 
 
Employment- First 6 months 6 
                       Subsequently 10 
 
Void  19.6.68     
 
OTHER Lease 625 on NW corner     
 
 
Name  Columbia 
 
Location  Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 557 
 
Applicant  Joseph Chrisman 
 
Date Applied 30.5.81 
 
Area, acres 5.3.39 
 
Investment   £2 000 
 
Rental      £3/-/- 
 
Gazetted  16.9.81 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 3 
 
Void  22.6.83  
 
 
Name  Luck’s All 
 
Location  Grant    on spur S side Jeff Davis 
 
Lease Number 2168 
 
Applicant  Henry Harrison 
 
Date Applied 15.3.95 
 
Investment   £1 000 
 
Abandoned 3.5.95 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

ATTILA    
 
 Crooked River   1245 6975 
 
 It appears from the reports that this was the original Mountaineer claim. Only one shaft and a very long deep 
costean running up the spur were found. There is a narrow inclined tramway coming up from near the existing battery, but 
this disappeared on the spur below the costean. It passed through 597, 675 at 228 0 and was lost on the spur at 493, 695 
 466, 731 a 3 m shaft about 6 m east from the costean (presumably the No 2 Mountaineer) 
 
Leases 
 
Name  Attila Quartz Gold Mining Co  
 
Location  Crooked River  inc No 2 Mountaineer, adjoining No 1 NW Mountaineer, Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 390 (Beechworth) 
 
Applicant  Lloyd Jones, Peter Cussianovick 
 
Date Applied 14.3.65 
 
Area, acres 4.3.39 
 
Investment   £3500 

 



    

 
 

ore chute and collapse where  adit meets Mountaineer reef 
 

 
 

short ore cart on short tramway from adit to battery 
 

Photographs of Lone Hand battery 
 

The material on the following pages was extracted from a final set of notes provided by 
Fred, may duplicate some material above. Until I have time to edit, it is included in its 
entirety.
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main hut 
 



    

 
 
 

     
 
 



    

 
 

    

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Hut Sites 
 
 These are about 90 m downstream from the battery site and match the “reserve” shown on the old 
lease maps. The large stone chimney is above an alluvial adit at 553, 484. This hut, burnt in the fires, has 
recently been used with modern tea kettles and pots on the fireplace. There is a considerable amount of 
recent iron roofing and other material. Amongst older artefacts are part of an iron retort. There is a collection 
of modern equipment- pick, mattock, spades etc just above the hut. In the adit are fuel drums, hose and a 
portable dredge (eductor) together with boots, etc. There is the burn remains of a wet suit on the hut platform 
near the stone chimney of another hut. The excellent remains of a third hut stone chimney are across the 
small gully upstream. 

At about the junction of the Globe Creek was a burnt, modern Honda pump unit. There is a possible connection
 with the eductor dredge found at the above-mentioned  hut site

 

At our last visit, battery has now tipped 
into Good Luck Creek



    

 
 

                                                                                                                                         Retort lid 
 

 
 

hut across small gully  
Battery    
 
 Crooked River   195 698 
 
 There was a battery site registered at the junction of Luck’s All Creek with Good Luck Creek in 
1895.and this appears to be the Columbia battery site registered in 1881 . The Columbia, with the 
Mountaineer, later became the Lone Hand. This site was apparently used (there is a track from the 
Mountaineer to just above the site) before the erection of the still extant battery below the Mountaineer. On 

 modern tools       



the eastern side there is a distinct cut on a raised level area with a cut further around on the side of Luck’s All 
Creek. However there are no artefacts or evidence of the battery. 
 The flat area on the south side of Good Luck Creek is very fine sand (battery sand?) 
 A well benched track, level for 150 m, then climbing gently, goes from some 30 m above the cut to 
the east and may possibly have led to the Mountaineer mine.(when it was worked as the Columbia and later 
taken over by the Lone Hand) 
 The Mountaineer was taken up by a Walhalla syndicate (Siddle et al) in 1897 and the existing battery, 
which was at the Jeff Davis battery site before being moved to the junction of Good Luck Creek with the 
Crooked River  (site is where the two branches of McMillan’s Walking Track meet) was moved from the latter 
site. 
 
Mines Register 
 
926 Good Luck Ck Mountaineer spur Mountaineer 1865 12 5 Matthew Gargaravich
 1/4 1 NW transferred from  Peter Cassianavich  
927 Good Luck Ck Mountaineer spur Mountaineer 1865 12 5 Peter Cassianavich 1/4 
2 NW transferred from  Matthew Gargaravich  
145 Good Luck Ck  Mountaineer 1866 3 9 Luca Fontella 1 SE 
146 Good Luck Ck  Mountaineer 1866 3 9 Oscar Thelonius 2 SE 
147 Good Luck Ck  Mountaineer 1866 3 9 Oscar Thelonius 1/2 No 1 
transferred from  L. Fontella 
148 Good Luck Ck  Mountaineer 1866 3 9 Luca Fontela 1/2 No 2 
transferred from  O. Thelonius 
10 Good Luck Ck  Mountaineer 1866 1 4 Luca Fantella 1/4 1 E 
transferred from   Frank Raphael 
149 Good Luck Ck  Lone Hand 1879 12 27 Francis, James & Kate de Lacy, 
Peter Lalor old Mountaineer 
5 CR Good Luck Ck Lone Hand 1880 1 2 James  F. Lawler machine site 
1/2 mile below Lone Hand 
49 CR Good Luck Ck Lone Hand 1880 3 9 James  Lawler, manager  old 
Mountaineer, susp 3 m 
81 CR Good Luck Ck Lone Hand 1880 6 8 James  F. Lawlor, manager  Lone 
Hand Co old Mountaineer, susp 3 m 
47 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 5 14 Joseph  
Cheesman,Henry M. Clarke, Andrew Kelly, James  David Kelly lately the Mountaineer 
52 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 5 24 Columbia GMCo
 machine site, 1/2 mile below Columbia claim 
63 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 7 4 Henry M. Clarke 1/4 
share transferred from J. B. Kelly 
64 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 7 4 Joseph  Cheesman 1/4 
share transferred from A. H. B. Kelly 
65 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 7 11 Joseph  Cheesman
 residence site 
70 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 8 6 Nehemiah Barnes  interest held 
by Peter Lalor 
78 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 9 12 Francis William  Tucker, 
manager  Lone Hand QMCo NL, Grant transfer interest Jas de Lacey in 149/79 
79 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 9 12 Francis William  Tucker, 
manager  Lone Hand QMCo NL, Grant transfer interest Kate de Lacey in 149/79  
80 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 9 12 Francis William  Tucker, 
manager  Lone Hand QMCo NL, Grant transfer interest Francis de Lacey in 149/79 
81 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 9 12 Francis William  Tucker, 
manager  Lone Hand QMCo NL, Grant transfer interest Nehemiah Barnes in 149/79 
90 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 11 12 William  H. Morgan, 
manager  Lone Hand ColumbiaQMCoNL transfer from H. M. Clarke 



91 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 11 12 William  H. Morgan, 
manager  Lone Hand ColumbiaQMCoNL transfer from Jos Cheesman 
93 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 11 14 Lone Hand QMCoNL
 Columbia machine site 52/81 1/2 mile below Columbia claim, transferredfrom Columbia QMCoNL 
94 CR Good Luck Columbia  1881 11 14 Lone Hand QMCoNL
 all rights and interest in the Columbia QMCoNL in PCl 47/81  transferred from Columbia QMCo 
97 CR Good Luck Lone Hand 1881 12 20 Lone Hand QMCoNL
 machine site 400 yd below the Lone Hand tunnel. 
61 CR Good Luck Ck   1897 5 14 Martin Siddle, Mountaineer 
GMCo battery site 2 a 
          
Water Races 
 
125 1865 9 18  Thomas  Hunter  1 1/2 m above Mountaineer Prospecting 
claim   to Mountaineer PCl 
126 1865 9 18  S. M. Gibbs  1 1/2 m above Mountaineer Prospecting 
claim   to Mountaineer PCl 
127 1865 9 18  Robert Gill  1 1/2 m above Mountaineer Prospecting 
claim   to Mountaineer PCl 
128 1865 10 11  H. A. Thompson  Little Good Luck Ck to machine 
site 
 

Hut on south side of Good Luck Creek was 
destroyed in the 2006-7 fires

Artifacts beside the hut include a retort 
lid, and firebar from a boiler.



 



 
Leases 
 
Name  Mountaineer 
 
Location  Crooked River  Good Luck Ck  N of creek 
 
Lease Number 859 Beechworth  
 
Date Applied 23.6.66 
 
Area, acres 21.2.19 
 
Investment   £4000 
 
Rental       £21/12/6 
 
Gazetted   18.9.66 
 
Employment- First 6 months 6 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  28.5.67    
 
Unexecuted 
 
 
Name  Mountaineer 
 
Location  Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 133 
 
Applicant  Holme 
 
Date Applied 18.10.69 
 
Area, acres 14.0.0 
 
Investment   £600 
 
Rental       £14/1/2 
 
Gazetted   14.2.70 
 
Employment- First 6 months 6 
                       Subsequently 10 
 
Void  2.6.71    
 
 
Name  Columbia 
 
Location  Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 557 
 
Applicant  Joseph Chrisman 
 
Date Applied 30.5.81 
 
Area, acres 5.3.39 
 
Investment   £2 000 
 
Rental      £3/-/- 
 
Gazetted   16.9.81 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 



                       Subsequently 3 
 
Void  22.6.83  
 
 
Name  Lone Hand 
 
Location  Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 579 
 
Applicant  James Lawler 
 
Date Applied 14.5.81 
 
Area, acres 21.2.36 
 
Investment   £6 000 
 
Rental       £10/17/4 
 
Gazetted   18.4.82 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 11 
 
Void  17.8.83   
 
Gold Yield  
 
 
 
Date. 

 
Division and 
sub division and 
Name of 
Company. 

 
 
Where quartz was 
obtained. 
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Average Yield of 
Gold per ton. 

 
Total Yield of 
Gold. 

Remarks 
relative to 
the depth at 
which the 
Gold was 
obtained &c. 

 Crooked River 
Division 

 tons oz. 
 

dwt. oz. dwt..  

December 
1882 

Bedggood and 
Co. 

Mountaineer Reef1 35 1 2 39 6 50 feet 

         
         
         
         
From The Mining Surveyors’ Returns. Crooked River Division   

 
“The Mountaineer Company’s vein runs N 75°W, and is from four to five feet in thickness on the surface, and 
from eight to ten feet in thickness in the tunnel.  Ten tons gave 5dwts per ton.  The quartz is white and barren 
looking, and shows but little iron pyrites, and no arsenical pyrites.”  The Gold Fields and Mineral Districts of 
Victoria. R. Brough Smythe, F.G.S., 1869. 
 
Mining Surveyor's Reports 
 
1880, March Several old claims have lately been taken up, and in one of them, the Lone Hand (late Mountaineer), a good show is reported to have been 
found. 
 
1881, September On Good Luck Creek, two well-known reefs are being tried—the Mountaineer and Lucks All; the former is a very large reef, and, as it is 
close to the creek, it should be worked very cheaply; the latter was worked, about twelve years ago, and gold in very fair quantities obtained. 
 
Unpublished Report 1947 March 12 
 
                                                             
1 Under Dargo Subdivision. 



 This reef on good Luck Creek was later known as the Lone Hand when a company of that name erected a battery in 

1880. Recorded crushings –  

 

1882 35 tons       for 39 ounces 

1886 21  22  

     
 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1864, August 16 A new reef has been discovered this week on Good Luck Creek, and, judging from the richness of the 
specimens which I have seen, I am inclined to think that it will yield more than an average amount of the precious metal. The 
prospector of the new reef, Mr Valentine Chisholm, is an old Ovens man, being at one time-a shareholder in claim No. 1 Rose, 
Thistle, and Shamrock- reef, Ovens River. The new reef is registered as the Mountaineer. Mr Chisholm has been very fortunate 
having discovered the ' Mountaineer' when he was only three days on the river. - Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1864, August 18 From the Crooked River, under date 5th August, we learn that a now reef has been discovered on 
Good Luck Creek, and from the richness of the specimens, it is stated that it will yield more than an average amount of the 
precious metal. The new reef is registered as tho Mountaineer. - Age 
 
1864, August 24 Another new reef, said to be as rich as any near the Crooked River , has been discovered at the Good Luck 
Creek, and named the Mountaineer. A very rich-looking vein has also been found in the prospectors' claim on the Union Reef, 
at a depth of two feet from the surface. The severity of the weather has prevented much prospecting in this direction of late, 
but with the melting of the snow there will be a renewed search for the many rich reefs with which the mountains are believed 
to be studded. - Argus 
 
1864, August 25 From the Crooked River, under date 5th August, we learn that a new reef, since registered as the 
Mountaineer, has been discovered on Good Luck Creek, and from the richness of the specimens, it is slated that it will yield 
more than an average amount of the precious metal- Age 
 
1865, August 29 On visiting the Mountaineer Company's Reef this week, the stone in the tunnel was found to look wall, and 
a first-rate prospect was washed from tho rubble in the centre of the reef, now from eight to nine feet thick; and from all 
appearances this promises to be a very valuable property, and from its position, easily worked. A contract has been let for 
putting in a 100 feet drive with the reef. It is also intended to go down with the shaft to strike the tunnel level; and 
arrangements, I understand, are being made for the erection of crushing plant at once. £4 for scrip has been refused this week 
in this company- Age 
 
1865, May 10 

The fires disclosed illegal dredge 
use. The burned motor lay near 
the entry of Globe Gully, and 
suction dredging kit was stashed 
in a tunnel near the burned hut.

The separation of the pump from 
the rest of the gear may indicate 
an attempt to remove the pump 
ahead of the fires.



- Gippsland Times  
 
1865, August 3 Mountaineer Company, Crooked River .-The manager  reports, by telegram, that he has struck the gold 
bearing reef in the tunnel, at a depth of 303 feet, six feet thick. - Argus 
 
1865, August 5 Mountaineer Company-The manager reports, by telegram, that he had struck the gold-bearing reef in the 
tunnel, at a depth of 300 feet, six feet thick - Australasian  
 
1865, September 12 The contractors are busily at work in the Mountaineer Reef, raising stone from their lower? in the tunnel. 
This reef still continues about 8 feet wide, and before their machine arrives they will have a large quantity of stone on the 
surface ready for crushing- Age 
 
1865, September 14 
THE MOUNTAINEER QUARTZ-MINING COMPANY (Registered), Crooked River.-Notice Is hereby given, that a SECOND CALL of 
2s. (two shillings) per share, has this day been MADE, and must be paid at the office of the Company,  Collins-street west, 
before the 20th  September, and that no transfer of Shares can be registered till call is paid. 
WILLIAM COOK, Legal Manager. August 81,1806. - Argus 
 
1865, November 16 The Mountaineer Company sent 10 tons of their stone to the Jeff Davis machine for trial crushing ; the 
result is not yet known as it was not finished yesterday ; but should 8 or 10 dwt be obtained, the company have a very valuable 
property in this large reef. Some very nice stone with good gold was shown here last week taken from the west drive. - Age 
 
1865, November 25 Stone is now being packed from the Mountaineer to the Jeff Davis for the purpose of having a trial 
crushing.  - Gippsland Times  
 
1866, August 1 Mountaineer Quartz Mining Co-Crooked River-Assets: Unpaid calls L347 4s; uncalled capital L9030-L9267 
4s; Liabilities: Bank L492 7s 6d; legal manager L15 15s 6d;balance L8750 10s 6d-L9267 4s - Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & 
Stringer's Creek Advertiser  

 
1866, August 29 The erection of machinery on this creek, which has long been felt such a want, and which has so often been 
talked off in connection with the Mountaineer and Good Luck claims, seems to have advanced no further than the talking point. 
While it rests there, no great improvement can be looked for in the neighbourhood, as the existing machines are too remote to 
enable the holders of only moderately rich claims to take advantage of them. - Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's 
Creek Advertiser 

 



1879, December 31  It is gratifying to be enabled to record that this locality is receiving the attention from a numerous and 
influential party of Ballarat mining speculators, through  resident representative, Mr J. Lawlor, that gentleman having taken up 
three claims that have been abandoned for many years, the Rose and Shamrock, Luck’s All and Mountaineer. - Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 7 Our long abandoned quartz mines are being occupied in every direction. We have now in work the Good 
Hope, Mitchell, Uncle Tom, Jeweller's Shop, Mountaineer (now Lone Hand), Good Luck (now Alpine), and Little Venture. We 
have pegged out and registered, and will shortly have mentioned, the Rose and Shamrock, Palmerston, Success (now 
Consolation), and the Republic. - Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 14 Mr James Lawler has now possession of four claims, viz., Rose and Shamrock, Palmerston, Good Luck, and 
Mountaineer, which on registering were re-named the Ballarat, Australian, Alpine, and Lone Hand, respectively. Of course it is 
open to any persons who take up a claim to call it by what name they choose, but this chop ping and changing of names 
worries a correspondent who has known the mines for many years under their old names. Moreover, those of your readers who 
were formerly residents of this place, who were possibly shareholders in some of these mines, and who still take an interest in 
knowing about them, are all abroad with these new names, for in the majority of these cases nine-tenths of them do not know 
what mine is alluded to. For my own part, I wish they would retain the old names. Work in the Lone Hand is being vigorously 
pushed ahead, the old timber in the tunnels being replaced with new. The water has been brought on to the mill site.-Driving an 
extension of tunnel in the Rose and Shamrock is to be let by contract.-Men are to go on this week in the Palmerston.-Work 
generally in our alluvial mines has been resumed on the Crooked River. - Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 28  Mountaineer (Lone Hand)- The prospects obtained from this mine during the past fortnight are reported 
on very favourably, stone that is estimated an “ounce” stone being obtained in sundry places. - Gippsland Times 
 
1880, June 4 The Lone Star (sic) company are prepared to let their reef (Mountaineer) on tribute, with the view of having 
a battery erected, water-power being easily available. A large body of surface stone, of more or less payable nature, not less 
than 2000 tons, is readily obtainable, which, by a further driving of about 100 feet, would likely be tapped in the tunnel. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1880, December 1 The Lone Hand and Mountaineer Co are now established facts. Mr. J. Lawler is expected up during the week 
to put the required men on. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, May 18 Mr. Joseph Chrisman, Son behalf of Walhalla and other speculators , pegged out and registered early on 
Saturday morning a well known roof called the Mountaineer, also a water race and battery site in connection with the 
same  This mine was hold some time since by  
company known as the "Lone Hand," the proprietors of which were represented here by Mr James Lawlor. Mr Lawlor left here 
some eight months since, and it appears has got up a fresh company. He arrived here again on Saturday, pegged out and made 
application for ground, including the Mountaineer above mentioned, and as there is supposed to be money with both parties, it 
struggle for legal possession is almost sure to follow. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 1 Columbia QMCo- A company recently formed, and which lately took up the Mountaineer, has also taken up 
another piece of ground about half a mile below, which embraces the old “Luck’s All” mine. Application is to be made for a 
lease. Mr. J. Chrisman has been appointed manager, and is now busy taking levels for tramway, etc. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 8 Mr. Peers, the Mining Surveyor, is now on Grant, and is surveying the proposed new lease on the “Luck’s 
All” for the Columbia QMCo. He has received no instructions seemingly to survey the proposed new lease on the Mountaineer 
for the Lone Hand QMCo which outsiders cannot understand, as the latter was applied for a week prior to the former. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1881, June 10 Mr Peers, Mining Surveyor, surveyed the proposed new lease on the “Luck’s All” line of reef yesterday. He 
did not survey the proposed new lease on the Mountaineer line of reef for the Lone Hand Company, although requested to do 
so, having, it is said, at the last moment previous to starting for here, receiving counter instructions from the Mining 
Department not to do so. No reasons given. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 29 Mr Henry Harrison, on behalf of the Lone Hand Company, took possession on Monday last of the old Jeff 
Davis battery, the company having purchased it from Mr J. H. Wallace. Mr H. likewise pegged out and registered the Jeff Davis 
mine, and has put on two men to work on it until further instructed. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 6 Columbia Q.M. Co.-It appears that this company is not going to be left in undisturbed possession of the 
Mountaineer claim, their manager, Mr .J. Chrisman, has  received a summons for trespass, damages laid at £25, from a 
representative of the Lone Hand Co. Mr H. Harrison, on behalf of the Lone Hand Co., has put two men on for the purpose of 
dismantling the Jeff Davis battery. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 29 



 

- Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 3 Columbia QMCo- All the rails at present required have been laid. Registration of company is to be 
proceeded with at once. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 15 
 



-

Gippsland Times

 



 
1881, August 24 Columbia GMCo- The present staff of men still engaged on the water ditch, with which they are making 
excellent progress. Nothing is now required but the speedy erection of the battery, the present workings being completely 
blocked up with stone that has been well prospected, and estimated at being payable. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 31 Columbia GMCo- Three men are still engaged cutting the water race, with which they are making good 
progress. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 7 Columbia Q.M. Co.---The men are still cutting the water ditch, and it is expected it will take them another 
fortnight to complete. Much of the work here is kept in abeyance pending the first meeting for the election of directors, &c., 
which is expected to take place shortly. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 14 Columbia GMCo- Men still occupied in cutting water ditch. They are making a very good job of it. A 
meeting of the shareholders of this company is to take place on the 17 th for the appointment of directors, &c, when something 
definite will most likely be arrived at re the purchase of machinery, and the general work to be done. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 19 Another local company, called the Columbia, is now in course of formation for working two claims which 
adjoin each other, but which are now being embraced into one lease, and are situated on Good Luck Creek, about five miles 
from Grant. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 21 Columbia GMCo- The first general meeting of the shareholders in this company took place at S. T. Riley’s 
Dargo Hotel on Saturday. Only one shareholder was absent. Mr S.T. Riley was appointed chairman. Mr W. H. Morgan’s 
appointment as legal manager was confirmed. The directors appointed were: Messrs T. Cahill, H. J. Cross, D. Davies, S. T. Riley 
and F. A. Siedenberg. Auditors- Messrs J. Houston and G. Beveridge. (…) The directors were urged to get the requisite machinery 
at once. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, October 19 Columbia QMCo- Very good progress has been made in excavating mill site; they are engaged also in 
making pit for waterwheel. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, October 26 

Battery, a very complete example,  
before it tumbled into the creek.

Was originally the Geff Davis battery



 
 
 Columbia QMCo- Mining manager reports having been at work past week on mill site and water wheel, but retarded 
somewhat by inclement weather. - Gippsland Times 
 
1881, December 21  Lone Hand QMCo-Mr Peers, the surveyor, went down this morning to survey the company’s ground for a 
level. - Gippsland Times 
 
1882, January 25 Lone Hand QMCo- Tenders for erecting this company’s battery have been sent in but until word from 
Melbourne we do not know who is likely to  be the successful tenderer. Meanwhile much local interest is taken in the matter. -
Gippsland Times 

 
1882, February 1 Lone Hand QMCo- No word has yet reached here from Melbourne whether any tender has been accepted 
for the erection of the battery. Men went on this morning to erect hut, &c, preparatory for the work of the mine to commence. -
Gippsland Times 



 
1882, February 8 Lone Hand- None of the tenders for erecting this Company’s plant were accepted, but arrangements have 
been made with Mr Stephen Williams to have it done by him, and his known repute at this class of work should be sufficient 
guarantee of it being done efficiently- Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 10 It appears that the Lone Hand QMCo contemplate doing something with the Jeff Davis battery, instructions 
having been received to endeavour to get it shifted to the proposed new site. - Gippsland Times 
 
1882, December 20  The new manager of the Lone Hand Co., Mr Hunter, from Stawell, arrived today with a staff of four men. 
Their mission is to shift and re-erect the Jeff Davis battery on the proposed new site, and then to work the mine (the 
Mountaineer) It is satisfactory to know that this work is going to be proceeded with, as it will be the means of animating the 
Columbia shareholders, who have been waiting very patiently for this event to take place. The restarting of these companies’ 
mines, and also the Alpine Sluicing Co, will certainly make Grant a little busier during summer. - Gippsland Times 
 
1883, January 5  
 

- Gippsland Times 
 
1883, January 10 The Lone Hand company are making arrangements for the removal of the Jeff Davis battery, the plant 
being entirely dismantled and awaiting a letting of a contract for its removal. Cutting a foundation for a new mill site will shortly 
be commenced. - Gippsland Times 
 
1883, January 17 Tenders for the removal of the Jeff Davis battery to the Lone Hand are due on Wednesday, after which time 
work is expected to be more straightforward. - Gippsland Times 
 
1883, December 29  From R. Brough Smyth 

Inside the adit.



- 

-Australasian 



 
1884, January 11 referring to article by R. Brough Smythe- The Mountaineer company had a true reef varying from eight feet 
to ten feet in thickness where they cut in their tunnel, and the average yield from ten tons was 5dwt per ton. 
 Mr Smythe alluded to one reef ion the paragraph quoted as the Mountaineer. The reef and tunnel are still there 
awaiting the attention of the lucky company who will have the courage to see it out. There is no reef in the entire district which 
our working miners are so much enamoured of as this one, and a couple of years ago, when work was plentiful they formed 
themselves into a registered company (Columbia) with a view of legitimately working the mine, but unfortunately they came 
into contact with a rival company, and the threatened litigation frightened many of the Columbia shareholders, who backed out 
ultimately,  for a consideration which was never obtained. The Mountaineer was transferred to the rival company, but speedy 
retribution followed, for by false representation by their own people they were induced to abandon the mine, and since then 
our local men have not been in a position to take it up. - Gippsland Times 
 
1896, July 7  The Mountaineer reef, Good Luck creek, has been taken up by Mr Aitken, who has had the lease 
surveyed and is now taking out a crushing.  The reef carries a large body of stone, being from 7ft to 8ft in width and well-
defined. , the prospects go from 7 to 8dwt. Should crushing prove this correct, with good management it should prove a 
splendid property. - Omeo Standard 
 
1897, June 11 Mountaineer- This is a lease recently taken up by a Walhalla company, who have purchased the Jeff Davis 
battery and are now calling tenders for its removal from its present site, at the junction of Crooked River and Good Luck Creek, 
to the mine, which is situate further down the Crooked River. (sic) Omeo Standard 
 

1898, April 1 The Mountaineer Company, of Grant, mostly held in Walhalla, will begin to crush to-morrow, Saturday, for 
the first time. Considerable interest centres in the yield.- Morwell Advertiser 
 
1898, May 24 The Mountaineer Company cleaned up after three weeks crushing, but the result is not known. I believe it 
was small, but satisfactory. Omeo Standard 
 

1898, May 24 Mountaineer, Dargo 11th  -Completed hopper outside tunnel Now have fair start- Argus 
 
1898, June 15 Mountaineer 6th- Two men toping E from intersection of shaft; reef about 2ft 8in. Apparently on top of new 
shoot, as it is better quality, and stronger body stone going down. Start crushing on Wednesday with one shift. - Argus 
 
1900, February 26 On the Crooked River the dry weather is retarding  mining, as, in con sequence of most of the batteries 
being driven by water-power, they have had to hang up. stone at the MOUNTAINEER, ULYSSES, and GLENGARRY claims have 
suspended operations for the present, - Argus 
 
MT PLEASANT 
 
Leases 
 
Name  Mt. Pleasant Crooked River United Quartz Mining Co  
 
Location  E of Great Western Prospecting claim near Mt. Pleasant 
 
Lease Number 294 (Beechworth ) 
 
Applicant  Francis Cullen Walsh, Robert Haslem 
 
Date Applied 12.12.65 
 
Area, acres 24.3.20 
 
Investment   £11 000 
 
Rental      £62/7/- 
 
Gazetted   4.8.65 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 18 
 
Void  4.1.66    
 
 



Appendix 1.     Gippsland Times Wednesday 12 July 1882 

Illustrating the fragile nature of the environment in an alluvial mine, as pictured above.

 “GRANT. (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) July 10. A magisterial enquiry 
was held at the Crooked River on the 5th inst., before M1r H. Harrison, J.P. , 
relative to the cause of the death of August Ruediger, who was killed in a mine on 
the 3rd inst. To epitomise the evidence given, it appears that the deceased and his 
two mates, J. Fleischer and P.  Albich were working in an alluvial mine. The two 
latter were at work close in on the face, deceased was driving home a lath about 6 
feet back from them when a sudden fall came and they were enveloped in darkness. 
Albich was pinned by a cap piece, but succeeded in freeing himself. For several 
minutes the two men in the face dared not move as they could hear the earth keep 
on falling ; they ultimately succeeded in finding a couple of matches, and they 
discovered a small aperture through which they could creep, caused 
 by some of the slabs leaning diagonally against the wall which kept the earth up. 
About two minutes after being in darkness they heard deceased  call out two or throe 
times help I help I It was about twenty minutes before they got free themselves, and 
they then supposed that the deceased himself was away for help, but on getting out 
into daylight they arrived at the conclusion that he must yet be inside. They at once 
obtained assistance which was freely rendered by the neighbours, and after three and-
a-half hours hard work, they found him lying on his right side quite dead, he had 
about 20 tons of debris on top of him and was bruised all over. His two mates cannot 
account for the accident, but they  think he must have struck the cap piece 
accidentally. They and three other experienced miners considered the mine well 
timbered, and expressed themselves its not being at all afraid to work again in the 
mine. In Conversantions had with Ruediger, prior to his death,  it appears that his 
parents are yet alive in the neighbourhood of Adelaide, and that he had several 
brothers also living in the same locality. Constable Murcott asked for a remand of the 
inquiry, pending his communication with the Mining Surveyor, Mr J. G. Peers, which 
was granted.
 When all worked so well to recover the body, dead or alive, it seems invidious to 
particularise, but the exertions of J. Groutsche, Talbotville State School teacher, were 
highly commendable when we consider how unaccustomed he is to pick, shovel and 
“barrow.”

Unstated author, “GRANT. (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)”, Gippsland Times, date as per header, Retrieved from 
trove.nla.gov.au



General Caveats 

Because of the intervening years since our field visits in 2007, and rapid regrowth, sites 
described in these pages may no longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack.  In particular please note:- 

Walking in these areas, off defined tracks, is dangerous. It is in no way what most would 
understand as regular “bushwalking” In at many places we found shafts hidden, with no visible 
mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from the road to the Union 
adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on Britannia spur between 
upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern covering the shaft, is at 
the Hibernia.

At this altitude, even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and warm to an 
icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like normal bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think.  A packet of water purifying pills in your kit is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. Scrub has become so thick in places you can easily 
become totallydisoriented.

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear a 
hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, get your own. Just noting my practice) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks, so no one has to be left 
unaccompanied.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA. 

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes descendng 
steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit. Similar in Good Hope #4 adit, and upper Britannia adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
 

4. Loose rocks. After the fires, and subsequent downpours, a lot of topsoil washed away, leaving 
whole hillsides covered in “scree”

5. Bad air. Jack Treasure abandoned the Treasury mine because of it, and an early  tragedy at 
Clifton Creek, where two miners died attests that the problem is real. Do a dust test for moving air 
just inside the entrance if you are entering.
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